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PREFACE. 


Fob  a  very  long  time  Switzerland  was  the  only  eoaatry  in  Euk^  which 
poeseBsed  a.  Oiiide-io<A  worthy  of  the  name.  The  excellent  woik  of  Ebel, 
here  alluded  to,  indeed  deserves  the  highest  praise ;  and  it  is  upon  the 
fonndation  of  the  materials  collected  by  him  that  every  succeeding  voA 
of  die  same  kind,  on  that  country,  has  been  lud.  It  is,  however,  volumi- 
nous, estending  to  four  volumes ;  its  airangement  and  bulk  fit  it  more  for 
the  library  than  the  pocket,  or  even  the  travelling -carris^e;  and  the 
abridged  French  translation  is  anshilfully  made,  inconvenient  to  consult, 
and  full  of  gross  errors.  In  addition  to  this,  the  original  work  was  vrritten 
more  tlisn  forty  years  ago,  and  was  not  corrected  at  the  time  of  the  author's 
death.  In  consequence  of  this,  and  owing  to  the  great  changes  which  have 
been  made  in  every  part  of  Switzerland  since  its  publication,  a  portion  of 
the  information  is  necessarily  antiquated.  The  improvements  of  roads,  the 
opening  of  new  passes  over  the  Alps,  the  establishment  of  steam-boats,  and 
the  increased  facilities  oflocomotiDn,  have  given  rise  to  a  thoroughly  different 
system  of  travelling.  M(»t  valuable  contributions  to  our  stock  of  know* 
ledge,  respecting  the  natural  history,  resources,  &c.  of  Switzerland,  have 
been  made  since  his  time  ;  the  geology  of  the  country  has  assumed  a  totally 
different  aspect ;  and  the  ancient  political  forms  are  now  scan^ly  rec<%- 
nised  since  the  Revolutionary  changes  which  occurred  after  1830. 

The  Editor  of  the  present  work  has  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  his 
obligations  to  Ebel,  as  well  as  to  the  later  writers  on  the  country,  especially 
to  the  scientific  researches  of  Agasslz,  Hugi,  and  Studer,  to  the  compila* 
tions  of  Olutz  Blotzheim  and  BoUman,  and  to  the  publication  entitled 
*  Gemiilde  der  Sohweitz.'  Nor  is  he  less  indebted  to  his  own  countrymen, 
having  found  the  greatest  assistance  from  the  accurate  and  interesting 
works  of  Brookedon  *  and  Latrobe.  f  For  his  own  part,  he  has  brought 
to  the  task  the  experience  gained  in  four  different  visits  to  the  country,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  left  but  a  small  porijon  of  it  nnesplored.  Notwith- 
standing  this,  he  cannot  speak  of  the  Hand-book  for  Switzerland  with  less 
diffidence  than  he  did  of  the  volumes  relating  to  Germany  which  have 


preceded  it ;  and  he  mnat  equally  trust  in  the  indn^nce  of  his  readers  to 
excuse  numerouB  inaccuracies  which  no  donht  pervade  it. 

He  haa  however  no  hesitation  in  speaking  of  the  merits  of  the  second 
section  of  this  volume,  relating  to  Sarof  and  Piedmont,  which  has  tieen 
prepared  by  a  friend  and  feUow-traveller,  most  iMtimately  acquaint«d  with 
those  countries,  which  he  has  explored  in  almost  every  direction,  and  on 
many  different  occasions.  The  routes  contdned  in  it  possess  great  interest, 
from  the  want  of  other  information  respecting  the  country  they  traverse, 
from  the  eitreme  accuracy  with  wliich  they  are  described,  and  from  their 
being  derived,  not  from  books,  but  from  perfwual  knowledge.  They  wiH 
probably  be  the  means  of  throwing  open  to  Bn^ish  travellers  a  region 
little  visited  hitherto,  but  possessing,  from  itB  rcanantic  beauties,  the 
highest  daim  to  attention. 


•  „*  The  present  edition  has  been  very  carefully  revised,  and  corrected 
as  far  as  possible,  down  to  the  present  time ;  some  new  routes  have  been 
added,  and  others  have  been  re-written. 

The  admirable  work  of  Professor  Forbes, '  Travels  through  the  Alps,' 
the  most  remarkable  contribution  to  their  lustory  ^nce  that  of  De  Saussure, 
furnished  the  Editor  with  valuableinformationfor  the  edition  of  1846, 
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INTRODUCTORY  INFORMATION. 

$  1.    PASSPOBTS. 

moot  reach  Switzerland  without  a  passport  from  aminieter 
of  one  or  the  other  of  the  states  of  Europe  (See  Hand-boohs,  N.  Oermany 
and  France)  ;  and  though  no  Swiss  passport  or  vig^  is  necessaiy  for  enter- 
ing Switzerland,  and  al&ough  a  passport  is  seldom  called  for  while  he  is  in 
the  couuLry,  yet  he  must  be  prepared  to  produce  it  whenever  it  is  required. 
At  the  gales  of  Geneva,  Bern,  Lucerne,  and  perhaps  in  one  or  two  other 
capitals  of  the  cantons,  passports  are  demanded  on  entering.  Persons  pro- 
ceeding from  Switzerland  to  Savoy  or  Kedmont,  the  Austrian  states,  or 
Bavaria,  must  have  the  signatures  of  the  ministers  of  these  countries 
attached  to  their  passports ;  or  they  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  across  the 
frontier.  The  ministerB  accredited  to  the  Swiss  Confederation  reside  at 
Bern,  or  have  their  passport-ofBces  there.  Strangers,  therefore,  should 
take  care  to  secure  their  vied  as  they  pass  through  Bern. 

5  2.    MONBT. 

In  conformity  with  the36th  Article  of  the  New  Constitution  of  the  Swiss 
Confederation  it  has  been  decreed,  that  the  right  of  coining  money  pos- 
sess^ by  the .  different  cantons  should  cease — that  after  the  end  of  the 
present  year,  1851,  all  the  various  cantonal  moneys  shall  be  called  in  and 
re-coined. — It  was  decreed  by  the  Diet  in  1850  that  henceforth  oH  money 
trantaetiona  shall  be  corned  on  in  coinage  corresponding  ivith  that  ^ 
France :   via.,  in  Franos  and  Centime. 

Previously  to  this  salutary  change  there  was  hardly  a  country  in  Europe 
■which  had  so  complicated  a  Currency  as  Switzerland ;  almost  every  canton 
had  a  Coinage  of  its  own,  and  those  coins  that  were  current  in  one  canton 
will  not  pass  in  the  next,  lict  the  traveller,  therefore,  be  cautious  how 
he  overloads  himself  with  more  small  change  than  he  is  sure  of  requiring. 

It  is  at  present  scarcely  worth  the  traveller's  while  to  perplex  himaelf  wiUi 
the  intrioades  of  Swiss  coins,  Sinoe  he  will  find -fVeroJi  SapoUant  and /rones 
current  nearly  all  over  Switzerland.  They  are  the  best  money  he  can  take 
with  him  ;  and,  except  in  some  very  remote  situations,  on  the  E.  side  of 
the  country,  the  innkeefiera  always  make  out  their  bills  in  French  francs, 
or  will  do  so  if  required.  In  the  cantons  of  St.  Gall,  Appenzell,  and  Ori- 
sons, which  border  on'Germany,  and  where  Bavarian  florins  {=  20  pence) 
and  kreutzers  are  in  common  circulation,  ewanzigers  (or  24-kreutzer  pieces) 
are  very  convenient  coin,  and  will  often  go  as  far  as  a  franc,  in  payment 
of  fees,  pour-boires,  &o. 

1  zwanziger  —    6  batzen 

7        „  —  42      „      =  e  French  francs. 

5         „  =>  30       „       IPS  3  Swiss  francs. 

Zwanzigers  are  current  throughout  German  Switzerland  for  common 
purposes. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  to  prevent  being  cheated,  that  the  traveller 
should  know  the  value  of  one  or  two  old  Swiss  coins. 

1  Swiss  franc,  containing  10  batz  or  100  rappen  ^  1^  French  franc 
(1  franc  48  cents.),  =  (nearly)  Is.  2d.  English. 

N.B.  This  distinction  between  the  value  of  French  and  Swiss  francs 
should  be  particularly  attended  to. 

1  ba^  cont^ns  10  rappen,  and  ->  lid.  (nearly)  Ei^ah. 
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The  Swiss  coins  most  frequently  met  with  are  piecei  of  6  batzen,  or  ^  a 
Swiss  franc ;  1  bats,  ^  batz,  and  rappen.  IHeces  are  also  ooined  of  1,  2,  9, 
and  4  Swiss  francs. 

Vahte  if  Kimi  Firrtiga  Coiat  in  Sima  Currency. 
1  French  Napoleon  >»  14  Swiss  france. 
1  French  5-fnuic  piece  ■—  35  batzen. 

1  French  franc  —  (conunonly)  7  batzen,  or  esactly  6  batxen  8  mppe, 
1  English  shillii^  —  9  batzen. 

1  English  Rovareign  -=  17  Swiss  francs  4  batmen  6  rappa, 
1  Brabant  dollar  •«  4  Swiss  francs,  or  40  batzen. 
SWISS  FBANCS  ANT  BATZEN. — Beduced  lo  their  Vaiut  in  the  Money  t/ 
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^  3.   DWrAXCBS. 

The  long  existing  perplexities  aod  Tariationsin  the  meaoireB  of  diat&ncefi 
bid  fair  to  be  soon  teiminated  in  Switaeriand,  in  consequence  of  recent 
enactments  erf  the  Swiss  Diet. 

In,  1848  the  New  Federal  Conafitution  decreed  that  tie  Swiss  foot  should 
coDsiflt  of  30  centimHTes,  or  ^hs  of  a  French  m^tre :— 4hat  16,000  of  these 
feet  sbioatd  go  to  a  Swim  league  =  2  Eng.  miles,  7  rurlongs,  190  yards  :— 
4,800  mfeb^s,  or  23^  Swiss  leagues,  to  a  degree.    la  tbe  iUlowing  nwtes, 
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upon  highroaxis  which  bav«  lieeB  meaauied,  the  Sviui  leagua  hftve  been 
reduced  to  Kuglish  miles  at  the  rate  of  9  Gng.  m.  per  league. 

Upon  this  authentic  hasis  the  measiuement  of  oiBtances  on  the  roads  of 
SwitzerUnd  haa  been  coromeuced,  and  upon  some  of  Shoo,  mile  posts  bftve 
been  already  erected. 

An  (^uU  Fmt  Office  Dwtctvry  fT^'zeichuiBS  der  Sdiweitzeriscben 
Post  Kui'se)  of  the  public  conveyances,  Dislanca,  &c.,  between  the  priiMnpal 
lowos  of  Switzerland  has  been  published  at  Bern.  See  aim  the  a«w  Fott 
Map  of  Switzeilaud  published  under  direction  of  Qen,  Dufour,  Winterthur, 
1850. 

On  bye  roads  and  in  moualainouB  districts,  where  the  distanoes  are  not 
actually  measured,  it  la  the  tacU  custom  of  the  country  to  calculate  dis- 
tances by  the  time  taken  in  walking  from  place  to  place,  and  to  apply  the 
term  stunde  or  lieue  to  a  space  which  can  be  traversed  on  foot  in  one  hour. 
The  length  of  the  M  Swiss  league  or  stunde  maj  be  computed  at  5276 
mitres  =•=  3  Eag.  m.  2  furlonp  63  jrards.  To  make  this  meamrenient 
^ree  with  tibe  actual  pace  in  walking,  it  is  necessary  to  wlvance  S88 
siig-  ft.  in  a  minute,  or  1  French  kilometre  in  111  minittoa. 

The  distances  along  bye  roads  and  mountain  paUu  ia  the  following 
routes  have  been  calcuuted  in  ^t^  hour*  (stunden)  at  the  rate  of  3^  Eng, 
m.  to  one  Swiss  hour. 

The  Swiss  stunde,  however,  varies  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ^uud, 
lu  very  steep  ascenUi  it  does  not  exceed  2  Eng.  m. ;  in  lesser  acclivities  ^ 
m.,  and  in  the  mouuttuns  it  is  never  more  than  2^  m.  It  has  been  ascer- 
tained by  an  experienced  Alpine  traveller,  that  to  clear  2  Sug*  in>  an  hour 
up  a  steep  mountain,  requires  very  good  walking, 

S   5.  MODSS  OF  TKAVBLUKd  IN  BWITZBBLANI).— POSTDia. 

The  means  of  travelling  in  Bwitzerland  have  been  grefttly  improved  and 
inoreaaed  within  the  kst  20  years.  The  gr«at  to^  are  excellent,  and 
those  over  the  Alps  stupendous  in  addition.  Upon  almost  tdl  of  thorn 
diligences  run ;  and  since  1823,  when  the  first  experiment  with  steam  was 
made  on  the  Lake  of  Oqaeva,  every  one  of  the  Iwge  lakes  ia  navigated  by 
steam-boats. 

Posting  was  pcarcelj  known  in  any  part  gf  Swit^rland  he&re  1.83Q.  It 
is  DOW  introdeced  into  the  following  cant<ms: — 

Aarau  to  Ziirich  (by  Bru^),  Si£afihausen,  and  ?ftle. 

Bale  to  Aaran — to  ZUrioh,  to  SchaShauMn. 

Bern  to  Freibu^  and  Morat. 

Freibuiy  to  Beme-^-to  I^usanne. 

St.  0aU  to  Frauenfeld,  to  Aibon,  Bragenz  to  Coire,  to  Utmach,  to 
Glarus, 

Geneva  to  Chamouny,  to  Chambery,  to  Lyons,  to  Nyon,  and  Lausanne 
— to  St.  Maurice  by  Tbonon  tioag  the  S.  side  of  the  Leman  Lake. 

(3Iarus-— -Weeen  m  Lachen  to  ttlarus  and  Stachelhe^. 

Grisons---CoiTo  to  Bellinaona  (by  the  Bemardin),  to  Chikvenoa  (by  the 
Spliigen),  to  St.  Gall,  to  FeldMtch,  to  Botschaoh. 

Lugano  to  Milan,  to  Bellinzona.  i 

Neuchdlel  to  Tverdun  and  to  Pontarlier. 
.  Tmm — Lugano  to  Bellinzooa  and  Como. 
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OW— Fluelen  to  Airolo  over  the  8t.  Gothwd,  to  Bellinzona  and  Li^ano. 

Vaud — Lausaime  to  Nyon,  to  8t,  Maurioe,  to  Freiburg,  to  Geneva — 
YverduB  to  Orbe — Njoa  to  Les  Rouases. 

VaUaia — St.  Maurice  to  Lausanne  and  Geneva,  to  Domo  d'OsHOla  (over 
the  Simplou),  to  Milan. 

The  tariBs  are  not  yet  unironn,  but,  as  far  as  con  be  ascertuned,  are  as 
follows ; — 

Cantons  Geneva,  Vaud,  Freyhirg,  and  VoJlaU. — The  tariff  is  the  same 
as  the  old  French  tariff,  vie.  1  fr.  50  oenlimes  each  horse  per  post,  and 
75  c.  to  the  postboy,  usually  increaaed  to  1  fr.  50  o.  or  2  fr,  per  post.  The 
traveller  wiQi  4  horses  need  not  tnke  2  postiUons  unless  he  wishes. 

Bern. — Posting  was  established  by  the  Government  in  1840,  and  after- 
wards auppi-essed ;  but  on  the  road  from  Bern  to  Freyburg,  the  former 
postmaster  will  always  supply  horses  at  the  above  rate. 

Caaton  Ticiao  (or  Tessin). — 6  Fr.  francs  per  post  for  a  pair  of  horses. 
Trin^eld  to  postilion,  li  fr.  per  post.     BoUetone  J  fr. 

Schaffhautsti. — The  taxes  or  fixed  charges  are  at  the  rato  of  15  kr.  each 
horse  per  post  more  than  the  Saden  tariff.  Thus,  in  Baden,  the  charge  is 
1  fl.  28  kr. ;  in  Schaffhausen,  1  fl.  43  kr.     Poatibon  20  kr.  for  each 

S{.  tf  a«— Ibnf .— The  post  is  2  stunden  each  -=  16,000  Swiss  ft.  The 
charge  for  each  horse  per  post  is  Ifl.  12  kr.  (the  florin  of  the  value  of  20(2.) 
The  drink-money  for  the  postilion  is  12  or  15  kr.  pec  post  for  1  horse; 
24  kr.  for  2  horses,  and  36  kr.  for  more  horses.  Bather  less  than  double 
the  tariff  satisfies  the  postilion. 

Tolls  for  roads  and  bridges  are  paid  to  the  postmaster  at  each  stage, 
who  generallypresents  the  traveller  with  a  printed  zettel  or  ticket. — CD, 

Crisiwis.— The  traveller  should  ask  for  a  printed  billet  de  post  (coat 
8  kr,)  on  entering  the  Grisons.  The  tariff  varies  according  to  the  price  of 
corn.  It  may  be  reckoned  at  1  fl.  52  kr.  (Grisons)  =  3  F.  fr.  25  c,  each 
horse  per  post. 

The  postilion  receives  per  post,  for  1  horse  30  G.  kr.,  2  horses  46  kr. ;  3 
or  4  horses,  or  more,  1  fl.  each  post.  The  rato  of  posting  is  good.  The 
postilion's  drink-money  is  paid  to  the  postmaster  (though  not  included  in 
his  bill),  but  it  is  usual  to  give  the  driver  something  independent  at  the 
end  of  the  stage.  2  zwanzigers  is  perhaps  more  t£m  enough,  and  will 
quite  satisfy  him. — C.  D. 

"  Generally,  posting  in  Switzerland  is  fiu-  dearer  than  in  Germany  or 
Italy,  and  in  fact  approaches  very  near  to  the  English  chains,  especially 
where  the  tariff  requires  the  traveller  to  take  an  extra  horse.  The  remune- 
ration to  the  postilion,  however,  both  by  tariff  and  extra,  is  much  less,  in 
proportion  to  tie  price  for  the  horses,  than  in  Germany  and  Italy.'' — C.D. 

i  6.    SILIGENCBS LUQQAQE. 

Diligences  run  daili/  between  most  of  the  lai^e  towns  of  Switzerland, 
also  over  the  chief  passes  of  the  Alps,  traversable  by  carriages,  as  the  Mont 
Cenis,  Simplon,  St.  Gothard,  Bemardin,  and  Spliigen,  and  there  are  fev 
carri^e  roads  in  the  country  not  traversed  by  them  twice  or  thrice  a  week 
at  least 

They  belong  to  the  Federal  Government,  are  managed  by  persons 
ofSdally  appointed,  and  are  attached   to    the  postHD^e,  as  in  Oer- 
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many,  coDformably  witb  ui  eDactmeot  of  the  new  Swim  Constitatloa  of 
1848.  The  pUcea  ue  nnmberad,  and  all  luggage  exceeding  a  oertain 
fixed  weight  is  charged  eztn,  and  often  greatly  incKBHea  the  expense  of 
this  mode  of  conveyance,  which  ii  one  reason  amo:^  many  why  tnrellers 
should  reduce  their  It^^age  to  the  BmBllest  possible  compaaB.  The  pnblic 
conveyances  are  by  no  roeasB  so  well  organiged  as  in  Gternuny.  On  wnne 
routes,  particularly  in  g<Hng  from  one  canton  into  anoUter,  passengers  are 
sometimee  transferred  into  another  coach,  and  run  the  chance  of  waiting 
several  hours  for  it,  being  set  down  in  a  remote  spot  to  pass  tiie  interval  as 
they  may,  and  this  not  un&eqnently  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 

The  couduct'Dr's  fee  is  inctnded  in  the  fare,  but  the  postilion's  trinkgeld 
is  paid  separately  i^  the  passengers  in  soma  parts  of  the  country ;  in  St. 
Gall,  for  instance,  they  expect  from  6  to  9  kr.  per  stage. 

Travellers  in  Switzerland  will  frequently  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  public  conveyances  to  forward  their  luggage  from  one  place  to  uiother, 
while  tliey  are  making  pedestrian  excursions  among  tiie  mountains.  In 
such  cases,  they  have  only  to  book  their  packages  at  t}ie  coach-office,  after 
carefully  addressing  them,  and,  in  some  cases,  entering  a  spedfication  of 
their  value  in  a  printed  form.  They  will  then  receive  a  receipt,  and  the 
article  will  be  lorwarded  and  taken  care  of  iintil  reclaimed.  The  cost  of 
carriage,  however,  is  heavy. 

In  making  appHcation  for  packages  so  consigned,  as  well  as  for  letters  at 
the  post-oEBce,  the  Englishman  should  present  his  name  in  writing,  as  our 
pronunciation  is  frequently  unintelligible  to  foreigners,  and  without  this 
precaution  the  applicant  may  he  told  that  Ms  luggage  has  not  arrived, 
when  in  reality  it  is  all  the  while  lying  in  the  depot.  The  traveller  may 
also  request  to  look  over  the  pack^es  in  search  of  his  own. 


5  7.  ■! 

Posting,  except  along  the  routes  mentioned  already  in  p.  xv.,  oeases  at 
the  Swiss  frontier,  and  those  who  have  been  travelling  post  must  therefore 
engage  a  voiturier  at  the  first  Swiss  town,  with  a  suitable  number  of  horses 
to  draw  their  carriage.  If  it  be  bght,  and  the  party  small,  two  horses  will 
sufUce  ;  but  the  coachman  must  then  drive  from  the  box ;  with  a  heavy 
carriage,  three  or  four  horses  must  be  taken,  and  the  driver  will  ride  as 
postilion.  The  towns  of  Basle,  Schafihausen,  Ziirich,  Item,  Thun,  Lau- 
sarme,  and  Qeneva  are  the  head-quarters  of  the  voituriers ;  at  all  of  them 
there  are  many  persons  who  keep  job-horses  for  hire,  and  will  either  con- 
duct the  traveller  themselves,  or  send  coachmen  in  their  empby.  At 
most  of  the  frontier  towns  return  horses  are  to  be  met  with,  and  the 
traveller  may  save  some  days  of  back-fare  by  availing  himself  of  them. 

Before  making  an  engagement,  it  is  prudent  to  consult  the  landlord  of 
the  inn,  or  some  other  respectable  inhabitant,  to  recommend  a  person  of 
approved  character  to  be  employed.  As  there  are  many  very  roguish 
voituriers,  ready  to  take  advant^e  of  the  traveller  on  all  occasions,  such 
a  recommendation  will  be  a  guarantee,  to  a  certain  extent,  for  good  be- 
haviour. The  landlord  should  be  referred  to  apart,  not  in  presence  of  the 
coachman,  nor,  indeed,  with  bis  cognizance.  It  is  a  bad  plan  to  intrust 
an  inferior  person  with  the  negotiation  ;  lie  wilt  most  probably  sell  the  tra- 
veller to  the  voitnrier,  and  make  a  job  for  hia  own  advant^e.  The  most 
judicious  mode  of  proceeding  is,  to  discard  all  go-betweens  and  subordinates, 
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to  inufit  on  «e«iag  the  prineipiil,  the  owner  of  the  borset,  and  to  make  tbe 
bargiin  at  once  with  him.  Be8ii3fie  awertainiiig  that  tiie  voitniier  is  a 
reepeotable  man,  that  hie  horsM  are  good,  and  his  oarri^^  (whan  a  carriage 
is  aiso  required)  ia  olean  and  stout,  it  it  desirable  in  many  cases  that  ha 
should  speak  Fi^aiAi  as  well  as  GDimai),  and,  in  all,  that  he  is  acquainted 
with  the  toads  t«  be  traversed.  The  engagement  should,  in  the  first 
instutce,  not  be  made  for  anj  i^ed&a  time,  at  leoBt  not  for  a  long  periiod, 
until  maa  and  boraes  have  been  tried  and  hare  given  satisfactkHi.  It  is 
better  to  t&ke  birn  on  from  daj  to  da^,  bedding  out  the  prospect  of  his 
being  continued  if  he  behaves  well. 

Some  poreooa  engage  a  voituriCT  for  a  oerttdn  aom,  to  poribrm  a  stated 
journey  in  a  fixed  number  ot  days;  a  bed  plan,  sinoe  it  lies  down  tha 
traveller  to  a  prescribed  route,  witliout  the  power  of  diverging,  if  he  cbooee 
to  alter  hi*  plana,  or  of  twrjing  by  the  way.  The  em^oyer  should  reserve 
to  himself  &e  power  of  dismissing  hia  vwtuiw  as  sood  w  be  reaches  a 
post^road  (see  t£e  map). 

The  etiabliahed  thargt  throwghont  Swjtiwriand,  par  diem,  is  9  Fr,  francs 
for  each  hone,  and  1  Fr:  fnuu  per  horse  trmffgeM  for  the  driver.  Ilila  iD-> 
eludes  iho  hire  ct  a  canii^  wlwn  wanted. 

For  thia  consideration  '^  coachman  keeps  himself  and  his  horses,  sup- 
plying fresh  onesif  hiaown  fall  ill  or  lame  ;  he  ought  also  topayt^l  tolls, 
and  the  charge  for  leaders  (von^ionu)  to  drag  the  carriage  up  steep  aec«nt8. 
These  two  last  conditiooBi  however,  are  iKit  slwaya  aoceded  to,  and  &ese 
charges  oftea  fall  upon  the  master. 

When  the  traveller  haa  no  servant  of  bia  own,  Itoe  voiturior  cleans  the 
carriage,  greaeea  the,  wheels,  and  agists  in  p«^ing.and  unpacking  the 
ba^age. 

The  usual  rate  fif  travelling  is'  from  !&  to  IS  leagues,  3'^^  to  46  miles 
a-day,  proceeding  at  the  rate  of  about  5  miles  an  boor  :=  10  stunden  a-day 
shonld  be  gnaranteed  by  the  driver.  It  ia  noceHsary  to  h^t  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  about  two,  hours,  to  rest  tlie  horse*  Oni  ttie  days  during  which 
a  halt  is  made  in- a  town  or  elaewhra^,  the  charge  is  r«daeed  one-half ;  and, 
should  the-travellm  reqniro-tiie  borBes-for  a  siiort  drive  of  an  hoar  or  two 
through  the  town,  this  should  make  na  diSerenoe. 

Badc~Fare, — In  addition  to  the  daily  charges  while  employed,  the 
voiturier  requires^  if  dismissed  at  a  distance  from  hiaown  home,  to  be  paid 
baok-fare  fcr  the  inimba~  of  day*,  nei^esary  t»  take  hka  tbither.  This 
payment  should  be  oaloulated  at  the  rate  of  tha  longest  day's  JQumey, 
say  12  stimden  (nearly  40  m.),  wiiich  iw-  not  too  mneh  with  an  empty 
carriage.  At  thia-rate,  the  baiA-fee  to-be  paid  between  aome  of  the  jmn- 
cipal  plaeea-  in  Switaeriand  -wovld  be  nearly  aneordiBg  te  the  muub^  of 
days  set  down  in  ^ae  following  table  :— 

Basle  to  Betne^  iMgow.  Ibck-Fun  IaT™-  B«k-FaH. 

bvSoleare  .    .    .    .   ISA     .      1\        GeneTatoStme  . 
by  theWJlnBteriaial   32  J    .      3  „.         Coire   . 

Baale  to  Cbire   ...  41       .3^  „         NeucbiLtel 

Geneva 

34 

34 


Soleura  .  .  33 
ZOiidi  .  .  $14 
Luoema  .    .  48 
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It  is  Bjore  En"the  tntvetla'a  adTsnti^  to  take  one  Mt  of  honee  thraugli 
the  joumey  than  to  trust  to  the  cli»Ge  of  enga);ing  thnn  fmra  hum  town 
to  another — a  method  suhjact  to  delay  and  vejiation  from  the  uncertainty 
of  finding  them  at  all  times,  a»d  fcooi  tJie  manceuTTeB  of  petty  innkeepers, 
who  will  often  pretend  that  none  are  lo  be  had,  and  will  throw  eveiy 
itQpediment  in  the  way  of  hia  departure.  Benidea  wbich,  hy  such  an 
arrangement,  the  employer  must  inevitably  pay  back-fare  for  every  day, 
whereas,  if  he  engage  Uie  same  vaitnrier  for  a  length,  of  time,  he  may  so 
arrange  his  tour,  m  a  circle  as  it  were,  as  to  dischai^e  him  within  one  or 
two  days'  joumejfrom  iiahome,  and  Oins  con sideraHy  reduce  theamoont 
of  the  back-fare.  It  is  satficient  to  pay  only  half  tlM  nsnal  drink-rooitey 
for  the  days  reckoned  as  back-lare,  «.  e.  half  a  franc  pel"  hon*. 

It  is  advisable,  belbre  settir^  out,  to  have  an  agreement  A»wn  up  in 
writiBg,  including  the  Bti)mlations  which  have  been  nMOOnted  above.  A 
jriece  of  money,  called  in  Gennan  darat^geid,  in  lU^itUi  ta  eaparra,  h  flien 
given  by  one  of  tiie  cmtracKng  parties  to  the  otJier,  after  mioh  tite  bar- 
gun  is  held  to  be  oonchided. 

There  are  many  excursions  in  SwitMrland  Iftial  are  not  to  be  made  In  a 
travelling  carriage ;  in  sudi  esaea  it  mmt  either  w^t  6h'  the  traveller,  or 
be  sent  round  to  meet  him  at  an  appointed  spot. 

The  system  of  vetturino  travelling,  witt  all  its-  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages, has  been  so  fnlty  eiplained  in  the  Hand-book  kn  North  Ger- 
many, ^t  it  is  unnecessaiy  to  enter  again  int«  Mler  detaila  hm  than 
have  been  given  above. 


The  char-i-banc,  the  national  carriage  of  French  Switzerland,  may  be 
described  as  ibe  body  of  a  gl^,  or  a  bench,  as  tt»  name  fanplies,  placed 
ridaways  npon  four  wbaal^  at  a  very  little  {bstaace  from  the  groond.  It 
is  *am>u«ded  by  leather  curtains  made  to  draw,  wketiee  it  hat  been  com- 
pared to  a  four-post  be^taad  on  wheels.  There  ia  a  krfer  kind  of  <^ii8r, 
in  wtiidh  tbe  )wich»  aie  suspended  by  tbongs,  BOt  springs,  across  a  kind 
of  long  waggon,  and  are  arranged  one  behind  the  cthtr.  The  chai-a-baoo 
ia  a  very  strong  and  light  vabida,  ea)».bl6  of  oarzying  two  persone,  or 
time  at  a  pin<^  and  will  go  on  iwids.  where  no  ottiN-  ^leeiet  of  carriags 
coold  vmitnre.  It  ie  cooTenient,  froca.  bein^  so  Low  thai  one  oaa  jump  in 
r*  alight  witiiout  stoi^nng  the  hone,  while  it  is  going  on ;  but  it  is  a  very 
jolting  conveyance.  Sneh  a  carri^ie  ia  to  be  hired  even  in  the  am&Ueet 
Svrias  villages,  and  the  vsoal  otor^,  i»»fl\niilng  the  driv«',  is  twelva 
Fi»ieh  francs  a  day ;  bub  the  charge  wiQ  be  doubled  by  back-fare  if 
the  driver  cannot  reach  home  the  same  night,  aftei  the  time  vhen  bt  is 
dismiBBed. 

In  Oennan  Switmland,  one-horse  caleches^'  or  chaises,  eiatpHantr,  aro 
nniversally  ased,  instead  of  chais-k-baoc,  and  may  be  hired  at  every  inn. 
They  ht^d  oMafortably  2  persoes,  and  are  furnished  with  a  hood  affordiag 
shelter  frcsn  rain,  while  not  shutting  out  the  view.  In  fhiat  there  is  a> 
board  for  the  driver.  They  go  at  a  rate  of  5  or  S  m.  an  hour,  except  on 
very  hilly  roads.  The  fare  is  about  1  franc  an  Engli^  imle ;  and  the 
driver  reonves  1  fr.  tiink-geld  fta  S  or  10  ms.— With  seine  few  inter- 
tnptioDs,  the  totu:  <^  all  Bwitserhtitd,  as  tar  as  oac  and  caniage  roods  extend. 


§  8. — BAILWAYS.      §  d.— OVID£S.      PORTEBS. 


§8- 

The  only  rwlway  entuely  on  Swiss  groimd  is  that  from  Baden  to  Zurich, 
B  short  line  of  9  m:  10  English  miles. 


The  Admiuistration  of  Fuhlic  Works  in  Switzerland  la  at  present  actively 
occuiNed  in  establishing  a  coioplete  Byst«m.  of  reilwayB,  which  will  include 
the  different  cantons.  They  are  to  be  laid  down  according  to  the  following 
plan : — Isl,  a  rdlway  uniting  B41e  and  the  railways  of  the  Rhine ;  2nd,  a 
grand  line  la  traverse  the  valley  of  Aar,  following  the  course  of  the  Liminat 
as  far  as  Ziirich,  extending  along  one  side  of  Lc^e  Constance,  and  on  the 
other  by  Soleure  to  the  L^e  of  Qeneva ;  3rd,  a  union  of  that  hue  with 
Lucerne,  in  order  to  connect  it  with  the  pasB  of  SMnt  Gothard ;  4th,  a  line 
of  transit  along  the  south  bank  of  Lake  Constance,  with  a  branch  towards 
tiie  lakes  of  Wallen«tadt  and  of  Ziirich,  as  far  as  the  centre  of  the  Orisons, 
whence  it  can  be  at  a  future  period  contiaaed  acroas  the  Alps  ;  5tb,  a 
branch  nnitiiig  Beme  with  the  principal  line  ;  6th,  Bome  secondary  lines 
for  the  use  of  the  central  populations,  not  near  the  principal  luies  of 
transit,  and,  in  partioular,  Scluiffhanaen,  Winterthur,  Beme,  and  Thun, 
The  whole  net  work  of  these  lines  presents  an  extent  of  650  kilometres 
(570  nules  English).  The  sum  neoessaiy  for  its  construction  is  estimated 
at  from  102  to  123  millions  of  franca.  This  project  is  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Federal  Asaembly. 

§  9,    QUIDEB — POBTEBS CHAISBS-1-FOBTBUBS. 

The  BeiriceH  of  a  Guide  are  needful  when  the  traveller  is  about  to 
plunge  into  the  recesses  of  the  mountuns  on  foot.  He  makes  himself 
useful,  not  only  in  pointing  out  the  way,  but  in  acting  as  interpreter  to 
those  imacquointed  with  the  langn^e  of  the  country,  and  also  in  re- 
lieving the  traveller  of  the  weight  of  his  knapsack  or  travelling-bag.  As 
S  general  rule  he  may  he  said  to  be  indispensable  in  ascending  very  lofty 
mountains,  in  explorinc  glaciers,  and  in  crowing  the  minor  passes  of  the 
Alps,  not  traversed  by  highroads,  but  by  mere  bndle  or  foot  paths,  which, 
bemg  'rarely  used,  and  in  many  places  not  distinctly  mu'ked,  or  con- 
founded wiUi  innumerable  tracks  of  cattle,  will  often  bewilder  the  ineie- 
perienced  traveller  not  acquainted  with  the  mountains.  Nevertheless, 
travellers  having  a  good  knowledge  of  German,  in  addition  to  some  expe- 
rience of  mountain  journeys,  and  provided  with  Keller's  map,  may  croea 
some  of  these  paases  olone  with  impunity ;  but  there  are  others,  such  as 
the  Bon-homme,  Col  de  Ferret,  Mont  dervin,  Hoat«  Moro,  Bamin,  &c., 
which  no  one  would  be  justified  in  attempting  without  a  guide.  When 
snow  is  threatening  to  fall,  or  after  a  snow-storm  has  covered  the  path 
and  obliterated  the  footsteps  of  preceding  traveUera,  a  guide  may  be 
required  in  situationa  where,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  his  presence 
might  be  dispensed  with. 

Ottidet  by  profeMum  are  to  be  met  with  in  most  parts  of  Bwitserland ; 
those  of  Chuoouni  (in  Savoy)  ftre  deservedly  renowned,  b^ng  regulariy 
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bred  to  Uteii  profeauoD,  And  aabiected  to  examinaMcai  u  to  dhanebu  and 

fitnesB  before  tbey  aie  admitted  into  the  fratemity.  The;  are  enrolled 
in  a  corps,  placed  under  the  coatrol  of  a  ainidic  appointed  by  the  Sardinian 
Government.  (Rte.  115.)  lit  Swilzertuid  thej  abound  at  InlerUcben 
and  Thun,  Lucerne,  and  all  the  other  atBrtiug-pomtB  from  which  pedestrian 
escursioDB  are  begun.  Here,  t^ain,  the  traveller  hod  better  trust  to  the 
innkeeper  to  recommend  a  &t  perscoi ;  bat  it  it  Bdvisable  not  to  hire  one  for 
a  length  of  time  beforehand.  He  ought  not  to  be  too  far  advanced  in  years. 

The  eatablished  rate  ot  hire  is  6  F,  francs  a-day  ;  hnt,  in  addition  to 
this,  there  will  be  a  claim  for  money  to  return,  if  dinniaaed  at  a  distance 
from  home,  unless  the  employer  find  him  a  fresh  mMt«r  to  take  back. 
For  this  sum  the  gnide  provides  for  himself,  and  is  expected  to  dlKharge 
all  the  duties  of  a  domestic  towards  his  employer. 

For  the  most  part,  the  gnidea  may  be  said  to  be  obliging.  Intelligent, 
■nd  faard-woAii^  men.  Few  who  have  emplc>y«d  them  cannot  bear  testi- 
mony to  their  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  tact,  in  moments  of  danger — in 
the  difficult  pass,  in  the  midst  of  the  snow-storm,  ot  amou^  the  gaping 
clefts  of  the  gladers.  It  is  in  such  situations  that  their  kuowled^  of  tlie 
mountains,  their  experience  of  the  weather,  their  strong  arm  and  steady 
foot,  are  fully  appreciated.  The  traveller  should  always  follow  the  guide 
in  crossiiig  glaciers,  and,  in  goii^  over  tracts  covered  with  snow,  should 
allow  hiTi  to  choose  vhat  his  experience  teaches  to  be  the  safest  path.  In 
dangerous  situations  the  guide  advances  a-head,  wiib  csnttons  eiep, 
sounding  with  hts  pole  beforehand  as  in  a  sea  beset  with  shoals. 

Aiittledvility  and  femiliorityron  the  part  of  the  employer — the  offer  of, 
a.  cigar  from  the  traveller'a  own  case,  or  a  gloss  of  brandy  from  his  private 
flask — will  rarely  be  thrown  away  ;  on  the  contraiy,  it  is  likely  to  pro- 
duce assiduity  and  communicatiTeness  on  the  part  of  the  guide.  Many  of 
them  are  fine  and  athletic  men,  and  to  carry  for  8  or  10  hours  o-day,  and 
for  a  distance  of  25  or  30  m.,  a  load  of  30  or  40  lbs.  weight  is  made  light 
of  by  than. 

Some  tr&vellere  content  themselves  with  Keller's  excellent  map  (o  guide 
them,  and  empli^  a  mere  porter  to  carry  their  bf^age  for  them.  Such  a 
man  is  paid  less  than  the  {oofessional  guides ;  3  or  4  fr.  a-day  will  suffice 
for  tiwm ;  others  are  satisfied  with  taking  a  guide  only  to  cross  the  moun- 
tains, from  one  valley  into  another,  where,  as  before  observed,  they  arg 
really  indispensable.  Those  who  travel  in  chars  or  on  horseback  will  find 
that  the  driver,  or  (he  man  who  accompanies  the  horse,  will  usually  serve  as 
.agnide,  and  render  unnecessary  the  employment  of  any  other  person  in  that 
capacity.  Tb^  men  who  go  with  the  horses  to  bring  them  back  expect  a 
bcamemain.  At  Chamonni,  however,  Ote  guides  must  be  hired  distinct 
from  the  mules.  Let  it  be  observed  that,  when  the  travelling  party  in- 
dodes  ladies,  a  guide  is  required  to  att^d  on  each,  during  a  monntain 
excursico),  to  lead  down  the  horses,  where  the  path  is  steep,  and  to  lend 
their  ume  to  the  fair  travellers,  when  the  exigences  of  the  case  require 
diem  to  dismount  and  proceed  on  foot. 

Even  the  aged  or  invalid  female  is  by  no  means  debarred  the  pleasure 
of  tokii^  a  part  in  difficult  mountun  expeditions.  Those  who  are  too 
infirm  either  to  walk  or  ride,  may  be  carried  over  the  mountains  in  a 
" cfMite-A-porieur*"  (Germ.  Tragsessel.Ital.  Portantina),  which  is  nothing 
more  tlian  a  chur,  carried  in  &»  manner  of  a  sedan,  upon  poles,  by  two 
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besren;  two  extra  beftreni  must  tie  t^eo  to  Klieve  in  turn,  acd'eTeiy  man 
ejects  6  fr.  per  diem,  and  3  fr.  tetam-mooey  for  the  days  required  to 
nach  home. 

G  10.  BOBSBS  iSD  Miri.ES. 

PieTMHU  to  1800,  ot  oven  lalei,  nntil  Naprieon  coBUUBnoed  theui^nifi- 
cent  caniage-Nttds  over  &e  Alps,  wliub  «rili  wntt  in  iraniortalicitig  faie 
name,  the  coly  mode  of  cooviBTi]^  rather  pasaengen  or  goodt  acroee  tiiem 
wasoD  lihebtcki^honKS  or  mules.  £vfln  aaw,  upon  all  IIm  minor  paseee, 
almcet  the  entin  tnffic  ia  carried  tm  by  mean*  efuiem.  In  other  inetanoes, 
v^ere  fhe  toantiM  of  scenery  attract  an  inflnx  of  ■CnngtM,  minim  are  ttept 
for  &eir  convejuioe,  even  whne  tbeyafe  iwti«qiuri»dfortiietnB^oit  tf 
merchandise. 

the  asetoBuay  liire  of  a  horse  or  mule  liirangliotrt  SvitaerlMid,  gene- 
rally fixed  by  a  printed  tariff,  amoimU  to  9  fr.  a-day,  inohiding  the  nvut 
vho  takei  care  of  it;  at-Cbawuxiniit  is  6  fr.,  but  l^ereA  guide  nmsC^m-' 
hetak(».  Back-fcJvmostbepMd  if  the  uiimalj  are  t^nuiMed  at  adietenoe 
firam  hcane,  and  at  bo  late  an  boor  of  the  day  that  thay -cannot  i«tum  be- 
fore ni^L 

l^e  ponies  that  are  naed  in  tk«  Beniew  Oberhmd,  on  the  Kigi,  ftnd  in 
other  porta  of  Switasiteod,  w«  clera-  animals,  that  v<ill  cany  yo«  ap  and 
dowii  aaceata  peifeetly  irapiactkaUe  io  horse*  wiu«ed  to  t^e  monntajiis  ; 
but  tkey  are  far  distanced  by  the  males  of  Chamouiit  and  other  parts  <if 
Savoy.  Their  aagacity,  sMiength,  andsnmieas  of  foot  are  really  wondwf- 
fuL  l^e  patiaa  which  they  ascmd  or  descend  with  ease  ere  steeper  tban 
any  staircase,  somelitnea  m&k  ledges  of  look,  2  «r  S  ft.  high,  instead  <^ 
steps.  Sometimes  tbey  are  covered  with  broken  fr^ments,  between  irtioli 
the  beasts  must  }Hck  their  way,  ai  the  risk  of  breaking  their  legs ;  at  othere 
they  braverse  a  narrow  ledge  of  t^e  monntain,  with  an  tb^  on  one  side 
and  a  wall  ef  rook  on  the  otber ;  aul  here  the  mi^  invariably  waUcs  on 
the  very  verge  of  the  precipice— a  habit  derived  from  the  animal's  being 
accuatomed  to  carry  large  paekagea  of  merdiandise,  which,  if  allowed  to 
sbike  against  the  rook  mi  one  aide,  would  destroy  the  mule's  balance,  and 
|o8tle  hun  'orerboaM.  In  snib  dNngeroua  passes  the  cantion  of  Hie  antetd. 
la  very  remarkaUe ;  he  needs  no  r^  to  goide  him,  bnt  irill  pick  hi*  own 
■way,  aed  find  ont  the  best  patii  far  better  Hiaa  his  rider  o«ai  direct  him  ; 
and,  in  «uoh  cimutDatMiceB,  it  is  salar  to  let  the  mns  hwig  looee,  and  traet 
aitij«ly  to  hJB  aagajaty,  >tlian  to  perplex  him  by  oheeking  bim  wjtti  tiie 
oarb,  at  a  tooisest  wbeo,  ^  ooafasmg  &e  anitDsl,  tiiae  will  be  tdakof  lila 
losing  bis  footing,  and  perhaps  tiumbJiDg  headlong. 

It  is  iutesesting  to  observe  the  parient  apimal,  on  readiing  dangeroos 
^ousd,  Bmelllng  vitji  bis  ttem  -down  like  a  dog,  and  trying  the  eurivoe 
with  hie  foot,  before  he  will  advauce  a  stop,  as  the  jmet  '  -    ■  • 

described  hia : — 

Kghimi^g  the  loose  stone  on  ibe  precipice^ 

Snorting  suspicion — while  with  Mght,  smell,  touch, 

Trying,  detecting,  lAere  (ke  snrnbe  smiled  ; 

And  with  deliberate  oouean,  didin^  dawn. 

Where,  in  Us  sledse,  the  Callander  hath  taia'i 

With  looks  a^ttDt^'—Jiegtn. 
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Switzerlutd  ia  veil  prorided  with  iimi ;  and  tboae  of  the  kvge  towni^ 
such  H  the  Three  Cnmml,  M  Tevsy ;  the  Bmor,  at  Ziijidi  (  Qibbmi,  at 
LanSBUnB;  SohweiaerHef,  at  Lucerne;  tlieEcuMidOouMnBe,  at  Genevk; 
the  Bellevne,  at  Tiimt ;  theThiee  Kings,  at  Bacte— Tiskl,  in  axteot  and  good 
BUUtagement,  to  tut  boteb  in  Great  Dritaiu,  France,  or  GermaaT.  Ibagmt 
aaaaal  inflox  (^  stnui^eirt  ioto  the  country  is  of  tha  aame  ijn|)(Htaaca  to 
Switxoiiand  that  some  additknal  biaochid'iDdustfyorixHmDercsfranldbe, 
and  rendeiB  &e  ptataaiua  o!  host  nuwt  iMCTstJye.  iUaj  of  the  Swlas 
innkeepers  are  very  we^ttiy ;  it  is  not  onconuDon  to  find  an  mdividnd  in 
tiaa  capacity  who  is  nKgistiate,  and  it  ocmtaotly  hafifieBB  tfaftt  they  u« 
persons  of  sueli  influence  ia  tiwir  oantcn  Wiomnmune  that  itiadiffiovlt 
to  obtain  redress  sgaicat  thran  foraninjuryoract  of  insolence,  owing  either 
to  the  interest  tiiey  poMen  wtth  tfae  cooits,  or  to  thdr  b^i^  atiaolutaly 
themselves  the  juitices. 

The  approach  to  one  of  the  ftr«t-rafe  hotel*  in  the  large  towM,  In  the 
height  of  summer,  exhibits  rather  &  «haracteristtc  spfctade.  The  street 
before  it  is  usually  filled  with  several  rows  of  vehidesof  all  sorts,  from  die 
dirty  and  rickety  caliche  of  the  German  voitnrier,  to  &e  neat  chariot  of 
the  English  peer,  and  the  less  elegant,  bat  equally  imposing,  equipage  of 
the  BnsHian  prince.  Before  the  doorway  is  invariatily  grouped  a  crowd  of 
loitering  servants  and  couriers,  of  all  nations  and  languages,  and  two  or 
tiiree  ^ots  of  postilions  and  coachmen  on  the  look-out  for  employment. 
During  the  height  of  the  season,  should  the  traveller  arrive  late  in  the 
evening,  the  chances  are  against  his  beinaadmitted,  unless  he  have  sent 
or  written  beforehand  to  secure  rooms.  This  -object  may  sometimes  be 
effected  by  means  of  a  fee  to  a  courier  of  another  party  about  ta  set  out  at 
an  earlier  hour. 

Couriers,  voitnricTH,  guides,  and  bcatmen  are  apt  sametimes  to  sdl  tiieir 
employers  to  the  innkeepers  for  a  gratuity,  so  that  travellers  shonld  not 
always  implidtly  follow  the  roccmmcndations  of  such  persiais  regarding 
inns ;  and  it  is  htfpei  that  the  list  of  inns,  drawn  up  witn  much  care,  ana 
dven  in  this  book,  will  render  the  traveller  in  fntnre  more  independent  of 
uieir  lecommendationB.  ITie  innkeepers  hitherto  have  been  very  much  at 
the  mercy  of  Okie  class  of  persons,  who  invariably  iare  snmptnoudy  and 
certainly  not  at  their  own  expense.  It  not  nnfrequently  happens  that 
Ute  attendance  which  ought  to  be  bestowed  on  the  master  is  Bhowered  uxKm 
his  menials.  Whenever  a  new  inn  is  started,  it  ia  almost  invariably  by 
the  Lavish  distribution  of  high  gratuities  to  coachmen,  couriers  and  the 
like,  and  by  pampering  them  with  the  best  tare,  that  the  landlord  endea- 
vwits  to  fill  his  house,  to  the  prejudice  both  of  the  comfort  aod  the  purse  of 
their  maBters.  WiO)  few  eKoeptioos,  therefore  (which  are  specified  in  the 
following  pages),  the  writer  has  generally  fmind  himself  best  off  in  the  old 
established  houses. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  l^e  wants,  tastes,  and  habits 
of  the  English  are  more  carefully  and  snccessfully  studied  in  the  Swiss 
inns  than  eiren  in  those  of  GeixoaBy.  At  luoeb  of -the  luge  inns,  in,  addi- 
tion to  the  1  o'clock  dinner,  there  is  a  It^e  Zl»W«  d'/iSle  dinner  At  4  or  5 
o'clock,  espressly  for  the .  Ei^lish ;  and  tfae  l»niry  of  tea  may  always  be 
had  tolerably  ^pod,  ,  Bevoral  wealthy  inokeepen  ha!M  eren  gone  mtstae 
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to  build  Englith  chapels  for  their  guests,  as  an  inducement  to  English 
trnvellers  hi  pass  the  Sunday  with  them.  CleanlineM  is  to  he  met  with 
almost  everywhere,  until  you  re»ch  the  8.  slopes  of  the  Alps  and  the 
approach  to  It&ly.  In  canton  Bern,  in  particular,  the  inns,  even  in  the 
small  and  remote  villages,  are  patterns  of  neatness,  such  as  even  tastidioua 
travellers  may  be  contented  with.  Still  in  many  instances,  even  in  firsts 
class  inna,  the  houses  are  deficient  in  proper  drainage  and  want  of  ventila- 
tion, and  the  passages  and  staircases  are  unwholestoue  and  offensive  from 
bad  smells.  Care  should  be  taken  to  impress  on  the  landlords  how  dis- 
gusting and  intolerable  to  English  ideas  such  a  nuisance  is.  There  is  no 
excuse  for  it ;  as  it  may  be  easily  corrected.  The  hotel  of  the  Trois  Kola 
at  Basle,  and  the  Trois  Couronnes  at  Vevay,  are  creditable  esceptions,  free 
from  this  reproach  of  filthiness  and  bad  odours. 

THE  BWIB8  CONFEDHtATIOH  OF  ISKKBEFSBe. 

A  convention,  which  may  properly  Ije  termed  "a  combinafion/or  exiint' 
ing  the  largest  poiiible  sum  oj  moiwy  frvia  (rotwHers,"  was  made  in  1843  by 
some  Swiss  iimkeepers,  professedly  for  the  benefit  of  travellers,  but,  as 
might  be  eipected  from  their  country  and  profession,  practically  for  tieir 
own.  It  is  a  tariff,  or  "  prix  courant, '  of  uniform  cliarges,  in  which  such 
items  as  a  footbath,  a  night-lamp,  &c.,  are  charged  separately,  and  a  uni- 
form rate  of  a  franc  a-head  per  night  for  the  gervtee  i^f  the  hold  is  added  to 
the  bill.  To  this  perhaps  there  can  be  no  very  reasonable  ground  of  objec- 
tion in  large  and  expensive  inns,  admirably  served  by  a  numerous  corps  of 
domestics,  such  as  the  Baur  at  Zurich,  the  Bellevue  at  Thuu,  and  the 
Bergues  at  Geneva  (three  of  the  associated  hotels)  ;  but  the  traveller  finds 
real  ground  of  surprise  and  complaint  when  he  discovers  that  the  Procrus- 
tean measure  of  the  "  prix  courant  "  is  extended  to  every  third  and  fourth- 
rat«  hotel  whose  owner  chooses  to  join  the  association,  and  that  at  BuJle, 
Thvatvnes,  and  OrsQres  he  is  to  be  forced  to  pay  exactly  as  in  the  first-class 
inns  already  mentioned.  So  preposterous  an  arrangement  for  the  "  sake 
of  uniformity  "  is  universally  compl^ned  of  both  by  English  and  foreign 
travellers,  who  see  in  it  only  an  attempt  of  the  inferior  Swiss  innkeepers 
to  tyrannise  over  the  traveller,  who  already  thought  himself  taxed  sufii- 
ciently — a  purpose  thinly  veiled  in  the  very  unmeaning  programme  of  the 
ends  and  objects  of  the  association,  which  is  suspended  in  had  French  and 
worse  English  from  the  walls  of  the  hotels.  The  innkeepers  of  Geneva 
and  Lausanne  have,  with  one  exception,  refused  to  countenance  the  scheme. 
The  only  mode  by  which  English  travellers  can  repress  this  injustice  is  in 
every  case  by  preferrii^  hotels  which  have  not  joined  the  association  ;  but 
several  of  its  members  have  already  withdrawn  from  it.  A  charge  which 
may  be  very  just  in  a  largo  town  becomes  preposterous  in  a  small  village, 
where  the  price  of  provisions  is  one-third  or  one-half  less,  and  there  is  no 
equality  of  accommodations. 

List  of  Charges  of  the  Zeagve  of  Sails  Innkeepers. 

Tea  or  cofl^  morning  or  evening,  with  bread,  butter,  and  honey 
(egss  and  meat  charged  separstdy)  ..... 

Ditto  in  private,  each  person  charged  extra  ,         •         ,         . 

D^efiner  k  la  faorchette  (table  d'hote)         .         .         .         . 


Ft.  ft. 
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Table  dtote  at  1,  with  vin  ordindre 

Ditto  ditto,  at  5 

Dinner  in  private  (command^  1 1'aTance  dang  la  lalle  i  manger) 
Seivanls,  dinner  or  sapper,  1  fr.  50  c- ;  breakout  or  tea,  1  fr. 

Demi-boneii 


ongie 


Bain  de  pied,  chaud  on  froid        ■>..>.. 

Washing  a  carriage,  3  to  4  &. 

Greasing  ditto,  1  to  1  fr.  50  & 

Servants  (service  de  I'holel),  par  jour  par  peTBonne 

From  large  faioilies,  who  make  some  stay,  so  much  is  not  expected. 


keepers  joined  the  League. 
Luoeme,    C^e,    Balances,    ClieTal 

Blanc 
Martignf ,  Cigne,  Tour,  Poste. 
Meyringen,  Beidienbach  Bains. 
Neuchilel,  Faocon,  Alpes. 
Orsieres,  H.  des  Alpea,  H.  St.  Ber- 

Bleats,  Hof. 

Rigi,  Culm. 

Rorschach,  Cooronne. 

SchafThansen,  H.  Weber,  Conronne. 

Bion,  Croix  BlaDofae,  Lion  d'Or. 

Soleore,  Coannaaa, 

Sleio,  Aigle. 

St.  GoUen,  Broohet 

St.  Uaarioe,  rUuiOD. 

Tavannes,  Couronne. 

Thun,  Bellesue,  FreihoC 

Tourtemagne,     Boleil,    Posle,     lion 

d'Or. 
Wadensweil,  Cooronne. 
Zofii^en,  Cheval  Bluic 
Zug,  Cerf. 
Znrich,  H.  Baur,  Couronne,  du  Lac, 

Bellevue,  Ep^. 

The  practice,  now  becoouBg  general,  of  the  waiter  mshiuf;  ioto  your 
room  before  you  and  lighting  the  viax  candles  without  conaultiog  you, 
should  be  resisted.  If  a  traveller  proposes  sitting  up  some  tours,  ha 
may  not  object  to  this  ;  but  it  is  very  different  when,  at  10  or  H  o'clock, 
you  retire  to  bed,  to  sleep,  and  tbe  infliction  of  a  chaise  for  wax  candles, 
Duder  such  circumstances,  can  be  look^  on  only  as  an  imposition. 

"  It  is  intolerable  to  be  forced  to  pay  2  fr.  for  burning  2  Bteorine  candles 
for  an  hour,  and  they  deliberately  light  half  burned  ones,  aa  if  the  tra- 
veller were  not  at  least  entitled  to  entire  candles." — G.  C. 

The  following  list  of  usual  Charges  will  serve  to  guide  travellers,  and 

may  protect  them  from  extortion  and  imposition  ou  the  part  of  those 

,'  innkeepers  or  couriers  who  may  be  disposed  to  take  advantt^e  of  tbem. 

Couriers  have  hitikerto  been  top  oft«u  in  the  habit  of  expecting  a  per 


List  of  Siciaa  Inns  tchose 
Aarao,  Pont  Seut,  Banvage. 
Aarburg,  Couronne. 
Altorf;  La  Clef: 
Art,  Aigle. 

Baden,  Lion  d'Or,  Balance. 
Bale,  Trois  Sois,  Cigogne,  Sanvage, 

Couronne. 
Beresol,  K  du  Simplon. 
Berne,  Fancon,  Couronne. 
Bex. 

Brieg,  Trois  Couronnes,  Posle. 
BuUe,  K  da  Yille,  Cheval  Blano. 
Ooire,  Croix  Blanche. 
E^Usau,  Lion  d'Or. 
Freiburg,  H.  de  Zaehringe,  H.  des 

Merciers. 
Friek,  Ange  d'Or. 
Geneva,  Bereues. 
Hospental,  MuUer. 
Interlachen,    Belvedere,   Casino,   H. 

dlnlerlachen. 
Lenibure,  Ijou  Blaue. 
Liddes,  rUnion. 
Louche  (Leuk),  H.  de  France,  B^e- 

rue,  E.  des  Alpea,  Uaiaon  Blanche. 
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centage  on  the  innkeeper's  bills,  besides  being  lodged  and  fed  gratia, 
that  is  to  say,  at  their  master'a  eipcuse,  who  of  course,  in  the  end,  mast 
pay  for  these  perquisites.  By  promulgating  e,  statement  of  fair  prices, 
the  Editor  is  assured  by  oorreBpondenta,  that  he  has  contributed  to  pnt 
down  (his  very  unjustifiable  practice  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  couriers, 
while  it  deprives  the  landlord  of  all  oicuse  for  adding  to  hia  proper  ohu^ea. 
It  will  render  the  innkeeper  inde|)endent  of  these  gentry,  instead  of  being 
liable  to  malicious  slanders,  calculated  to  injure  or  ruin  his  house,  in  case 
he  offend  them  by  opposing  their  unjust  eiaclious. 

The  usual  Ohargu  are,  for  dinner  at  the  early  table-dlidte — 3  Fr.  fr. 
—  20  bats,     Later  ditto,  4  Ft,  fr. 

Dinner,  in  private,  6  fr.  per  head  for  1  or  2  persons,  at  the  more  espeii- 
sive  inns ;  and  from  3  to  4  fr.  per  head  for  a  party  at  smaller  inns. 

Beds,  1^  to  2  fr.  —  10  to  13  batz. 

Breakfast  or  tea,  1^  fr.,  with  honey  and  bread  and  batter ;  I4  to  2  fr. 
^  10  to  14  batz,  with  eggs  or  cold  meat. 

To  this  is  added,  in  most  of  the  larger  inns,  a  chaise  of  1  fr.  for  a  wax 
candle,  to  swell  the  bill ;  but  this  ought  always  to  be  resisted  unless  tJie 
guest  prefers  wax  candles  to  tallow. 

The  charges  for  Boima  vary  according  to  their  situation  on  the  lower 
floors,  and  the  views  they  command ;  but  the  best  suite  of  apartments,  in 
Grst-rate  inns,  ought  not  to  exceed  4  fr.  a-day  for  a  sitting-roont  or 
salon,  and  3  fr.  for  each  bed.  The  SdUet-h-^manger  in  the  larger  Swiaa 
inns  are  handsome,  clean,  and  airy  apartments.  Smoking  is  not  allowed 
in  them,  and  in  DODseqnance  of  Uiis,  and  of  a  h^her  c^^e  being  made 
for  meals  in  private  rooms,  many  more  persons  take  fareak&st,  t«a,  and 
supper  than  in  the  German  inns,  and  the  society  is  more  select,  and  may 
be  enjoyed  in  comfort. 

A  party  of  3  or  4  persons  staying  a  week  or  more,  even  in  a  first-rate 
hotel,  ought  not  to  pay  more  than  8  fr.  each,  board  and  lodging,  including 
servants,  ^r  diem.  Enwlieh  travellers  halting  at  an  Jnn  abwit  mid-day 
to  rest  their  horses,  if  there  he  no  table-d'hSte  at  12  or  1,  should  order  a 
d^SJeHner  a  la  fourchette  (oabel  friibstuck)  for  which  they  will  be  charged 
ij  or  2  fr.  per  bead.  If  tiiey  order  dinner,  they  will  be  (^laiged  3  or  4  fr. 
for  the  very  same  food. 

Sire  of  a  carriage,  with  2  bonus,  per  dism,  18  fr.  Ditto,  for  half  a 
day,  10  fr.  Washing  a  oainage  and  greadng  tfae  wheels,  3  to  5  fr.,  ac- 
cording to  its  size. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  two  sete  of  chaiges  are  generally,  and  often 
most  unfairly,  made — one  for  natives,  or  Germans,  and  another  for  lie 
English  ;  on  the  prinoiple  that  the  latter  have  both  longer  purses  and 
more  numerous  wants,  and  are  more  difficult  to  serve. 

The  seivantA  are  remunerated  nearly  as  in  Germany;  Ifr.  a-day-is 
ample  from  each  person  for  the  whole  household,  inclucUng  tbe  cleaning 
of  clothes,  boots  and  shoes. 

-    ■      ■  ■    --lytb 

it  they  si 

flie  Germans  eiTe,  and  how  slight  the  attendance  which  they  require, 
generally  speaking. 

French  is  almost  invariably  spoken  at  the  inns,  even  in  the  Oerman 
cantons,  except  in  remote  parts,  as  in  the  itide  valleys  of  tiie  Grisons. 
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Nereitbeless,  the  Geinua  language  is  &  verj  Taluable  Bcquisitbo  to  the 
traveller. 

Swiss  inns  have,  in  general,  the  reputation  of  heing  eipensive,  and  the 
innkeepers  of  being  estortionate.  A  recent  journey  through  the  greater 
part  of  the  country  has  acaroely  affiirded  an  instance  of  either  ;  hut,  where 
Huch  cases  have  occurred,  notice  lias  been  taken  of  them  in  the  rollowing 
p^es.  At  minor  and  remote  inns,  manoenTres  are  sometimei  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  detaining  the  guests. 

Among  the  mountains,  the  traveller  may  obtain,  in  perfection,  the 
small  alpine  TVoul,  which  are  of  great  eicellence  i  sometimes,  also, 
chamois  venison,  which,  by  the  way,  is  far  inferior  to  park  venison  ; 
wild  strawherries  are  very  abundant,  and,  with  a  copous  admixture  of 
delicious  cream,— the  staple  commodity  of  the  Alps,— are  by  no  means 
to  be  despised. 

Those  who  enter  a  Swiaa  inn,  tired,  hot,  and  thirsty,  after  a  long  walk 
or  dusty  ride,  may  ask  for  a  bottle  of  "  Umona'ie  gazeuse,"  under  which 
name  they  will  recosnise  a  drink  nearly  resembling  ginger-beer,  but  with 
more  acidity,  and,  when  good,  ve^T  refreshing.  It  suppUes  here  the  place 
of  hock  and  Seltzer-water  on  the  Rhine. 

The  best  Swiss  wines  are  those  of  Neuchitel  and  Yaud  ;  such  aa  they 
are  procured  at  inns,  they  merit  no  great  praise.  An  effervescing  sweet 
Sardinian  wine  (vin  d'Asti)  is  common,  and  may  be  resorted  to  for  a 
change. 

Note*  <j^  in/<»rmation  vAich  ou^  to"  be  hvng  up,  htf  Imikeeptrt,  on  tke 
Walb  qfeverg  Ocffee-room/or  Trav^hrt. 

"  Prke»  of  an  ArtiOet  supplied  bj/  the  Eotd.  Meals— Table-dTiflte— 
Wnefl — Baths — Carriages,  &c. 

"  PwWic  C<m,veyanca.     Mails— their  Time  of  Starting — Price  to  various 

Ces— Time  of  Arrival —Dil^enoea,  ditto- Steam-boats,  ditto — Other 
ta,  ditto — Printed  Papers  of  Steam-packets  to  England  and  down  the 
Rhine— Fiacres. 

"  There  ought  to  be  hung  up  on  the  walls  a  Map  of  the  town,  if  there 
is  one — -Map  of  the  adjacent  country — Map  of  the  kingdom.  A  Directory 
of  the  town,  if  published,  should  always  be  kept  in  the  coffee-room. 

"  Distinct  compartments  on  the  walls  should  be  secured  for  different 
advertisements,  agichet,  &o.  In  large  cities,  lists  of  theatres  and  operas. 
Every  hotel  ought  to  have  in  the  hall,  or  where  the  keys  are  kept,  a  laige 
board  with  the  numbers  of  each  apartment,  and  a  space  opposite  in  which 
the  name  of  the  occupier  is  written.  The  best  hotels  have  this,  and  it  is  a 
lery  great  convenience  to  enable  travellers  to  discover  their  friends.  A 
book  is  of  Uttle  use,  because  it  is  never  kept  up  to  the  time. 

"  If  the  card  of  the  hotel  has  printed  on  its  reverse  a  small  map  of  the 
town,  wiiii  a  dark  spot  for  the  hotel,  it  is  extremely  nsefuL 

"Several  hotels,  on  the  Bhine  and  elsewhere,  have  charged  a  single 
iravoller  (who  supped  in  the  coffee-room  and  slept  one  night)  a  franc  lot 
wax  candles.  This  is  not  to  be  admitted,  unless  be  have  a  private  sittjng- 
nma.  I  have  never  pud  it,  finding  it  immediately  withdrawn  on  remon- 
stianoe.  If  tjuvellers  will  not  remonstrate,  they  will  be  oompelled  to  pay 
it  on  tlie  plea  of  custom. 

"  It  is  the  interest  of  every  hotel-keeper  to  supply  Ms  guests  with 
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lation  relative  to  the  modes  of  leaving  him ;  this  renders  their  retnim 
jrobable."— 0.  B* 

B  i.  JOUBNEY 

The  ie»t  teatcm  for  travelling  among  the  Alps  is  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September,  in  which  may,  perhaps,  be  included  the  last  half 
of  June.  The  higher  Alpine  paBsea  are  scarcely  clear  of  enow  before  the 
second  week  of  June;  and  before  the  middle  of  October,  snow  almost 
invariably  falls  on  the  high  Alpa  :  and  though  the  weather  is  often  still 
serene,  the  nighfa  draw  in  bo  fast  &s  to  curtail,  inconveniently,  the  day's 
journey.  During  the  long  days,  one  may  get  over  a  great  deal  of  ground. 
The  judicious  traveller  will  economise  the  daylight  by  rising,  and  setting 
forth  as  soon  after  sunrise  as  possible.  In  September  the  days  are  hot 
(not  too  hot  for  hard  walking),  the  nights  cold.  The  glaciers  at  that 
season  begin  to  open  their  crevasses  very  widely,  and  if  snow  should  fall  it 
ia  apt  to  conceal  their  extent,  to  the  danger  of  those  traversing  them. 

The  average  daily  expense  of  Uviug  at  the  beat  inns  in  Switzerland  will 
vary  between  8  Fr,  fr,  and  10  fr.  a-day,  excluding  all  charge  for  convey- 
ances, horses,  and  guides.  The  pedestrian  who,  with  Keller  in  hia  pocket, 
can  dispense  with  a  guide,  may  travel  in  the  remoter  valleys  of  Switzer- 
land at  the  rate  of  5  to  7  fr.  a-day,  provided  he  knows  German  and 
I'rench.  The  German  students,  who  understand  the  art  of  travelling 
economically,  always  proceed  in  a  party,  and  usually  send  on  one  of  their 
number  a-head,  to  their  intended  night-quarters,  to  make  terms  with  the 
innkeeper.  There  is  this  advantage  in  travelling  with  a  party,  that  num- 
bers are  more  welcomed  at  an  inn  and  better  attended  to  than  a  solitary 
individual ;  on  the  other  hand,  when  iims  are  full,  few  stand  a  better 
chance  than  many.  All  arrangements  for  the  hire  of  carriages,  horses,  or 
guides,  should  he  concluded  over-night :  he  that  waits  till  the  morning 
will  generally  find  either  tlie  conveyances  engaged  by  others,  or  the  price 
demanded  for  them  increased,  and,  at  all  events,  his  departure  delayed, 

Stiuasure  recommends  those  who  are  inexperienced  in  Alpine  travelling 
to  accustom  themselves  for  some  time  before  they  set  out  to  look  down, 
from  heights  and  over  precipices,  bo  that,  when  they  really  enter  upon  a 
dangerous  path,  the  eye  may  be  familiarised  with  the  depths  of  the  abysa 
and  the  aspect  of  danger,  and  the  head  relieved  from  Uie  vertigo  which 
the  sudden  sight  of  a  precipice  is  otherwise  apt  to  produce. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  repeat  the  caution  against  "  drinking  cold 
water  "  or  cold  milk,  when  heated ;  but  the  guides,  and  natives  accus- 
tomed to  mountain  travelling,  never  drink  before  resting  ;  exercise  aft«r- 
wards  will  render  the  draught  harmless. 

It  is  tiresome  and  unprofitable  in  the  extreme  to  walk  along  a  high 
road  over  a  flat  and  monotonous  country,  where  conveyances  are  to  be 
had,  and  there  is  a  carriage-road  :  here  it  is  best  to  ride  ;  the  cost  of  a  con- 
veyance is  counterbalanced  by  the  economy  of  time. 

*  "Every  neunef  DT  Dthei iHttt  ought  to  hmTfl  hang  op  En  It  tha  tatllT  of  pricv.  TfUl  i> 
nielj  omitted  («c8pt  on  the  Ljlie  of  Qenen),  tod  wben  omittod.  tiivelleii  ilmp  mppoH 
tbej  us  cbujed  hlgbei  thin  the  Datiioi.  SUun-biHti  ongfat  aln  to  be  funiUied  with 
printed  lift*  of  the  time  of  tUrtiag  of  duUb  mud  dLlLgieDcef  frtua  the  polotj  %t  whieh  they 
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In  croBsmg  one  of  the  minor  pasnes  of  the  Alps— those  not  traverBed 
by  camage-roada,  but  merely  hy  foot  or  hridle  paths — a  guide  should 
always  be  taken,  as,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  valleys,  such  paths  almost 
invariably  disappear,  and  become  oonfonnded  with  the  foot^tracks  of  the 
cattle.  This  nile  should  especially  be  observed  when  the  pass  termi- 
nates  in  snow  or  glacier.  It  is  also  advisable  to  eschew  short  cuts,  remem- 
bering the  old  proverb  of  "  the  longest  way  round." 

After  the  middle  of  June,  when  the  season  for  travelling  in  Switzerland 
begins,  little  danger  is  to  be  feared  from  avakmchet,  except  immediately 
after  SDOw-st^Hms,  whicli  constantly  Dccur  among  the  high  Alps,  even  in 
the  height  of  summer.  The  precautions  to  be  adopted  in  crossing  spots 
exposed  to  avalauclies  are  stated  in  §  18. 

It  is  rash  to  attempt  lo  cross  a  glaeier  witliout  a  guide,  and  he  should 
always  be  allowed  to  take  the  lead,  and  the  traveller  follow  his  footat«pB. 
The  few  instances  of  fatal  accidents  occurring  to  strangers  among  the  Alps 
arise  from  their  either  not  taking  a  guide  witn  them,  or  neglecting  to  follow 
his  advice.  In  the  same  way,  in  traversing  SiatH  lakei,  notorious  for  their 
sudden  storms,  implicit  reliance  should  be  placed  on  the  advice  of  the  boat^ 
men,  lad  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  induce  them  to  launch  their  boats 
when  they  foresee  danger. 

Avoid,  sedulously,  stopping  for  the  night  near  the  embouchure  of  a  river, 
where  it  empties  itself  into  a  lake,  ^e  morasses  and  fiat  land,  created 
by  the  deposits  of  the  river,  are  the  hotbeds  of  malaria,  and  inevitably  teem 
with  disease.  To  slop  iu  such  situations  for  the  night  will  probably  be 
followed  by  a  fever ;  and  it  is  even  dangerous  to  sleep  in  a  boat  or  carriage 
in  crossing  such  districts.  Should,  however,  any  accident  compel  the 
trareller  to  take  up  his  nigbt-qnarters  in  such  a  spot,  let  him  choose  the 
h^hest  house  in  tiie  village,  and  the  uppermost  room  in  the  house  ;  the 
malaria  does  not  rise  above  a  certain  height ;  and  let  hiin  close  carefully 
the  windows.  It  is,  however,  far  better  to  walk  on  all  night,  should  there 
be  no  other  means  of  advancing  or  avoiding  a  spot  so  situated,  than  to  run 
the  risk.     Such  morasses  are  most  dangerous  in  spring  and  autumn. 

Siffna  of  the  Weather  among  the  JHoantaint. — When,  in  the  evening,  the 
wind  descends  the  valley,  it  is  usually  a  sign  of  fine  weather ;  the  contrair 
when  it  ascends.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  march  of  the  clouds  at  ul 
times  of  the  day. 

When  the  roar  of  the  torrent  and  the  knell  of  the  church-bell  reach  the 
ear,  at  one  time  loud  and  clear,  at  another  indistinct  and  apparently  dis- 
tant, it  is  a  warning  of  rain. 

If,  when  the  clouds  clear  off,  after  several  days  of  rain,  the  mountain- 
tops  appear  white  with  fresh  snow,  steady,  fine  weather  will  almost 
invariably  follow. 

It  is  a  bad  sign  when  the  outline  of  the  distant  mountain-peaks  appears 
particularly  sharp  and  defined — cut  out,  as  it  were,  against  the  horizon. 

lb  cure  blistered  Feet. — Rub  the  feet  at  going  to  bed  with  spirits,  mixed 
with  tallow,  dropped  from  a  candle  into  the  palm  of  the  hand ;  on  the 
following  morning  no  blister  will  esist.  The  spirits  seem  to  possess  the 
healing  power,  the  tallow  serving  only  to  keep  the  skin  soft  and  phant. 
This  is  Captain  Cochrane's  advice,  and  this  remedy  was  used  by  him  on 
his  "  Pedestrian  Tour."  Topreuenithe  feet  hlistering,  it  is  a  good  plan  to 
soap  the  inside  of  the  slocking  before  setting  out. 
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At  the  head  of  the  list  of  Beguititafor  TravtMmg  in  Swiherlaad  may 
properly  be  placed  KelUr'i  admirabh  Road  Map  of  that  country,  rfiich. 
indicates,  not  only  every  place  and  every  load,  but  distinguislies  each  kind 
of  road,  whether  carriage,  char,  hridle-road,  or  foot-path  ;  marking  at  the 
game  time  the  heights  of  the  mountains,  the  depths  of  the  lakes,  the  water- 
falls, points  of  view,  and  other  remarkable  objects.  It  almost  enables  the 
travellei  to  dispense  with  a  guide.  Of  course,  it  cannot  be  faultless,  but  Ita 
errors  are  remarkably  few. 

Travellers  should  provide  themselves  with  the  Svrisi  ediliim  (the  second) 
of  this  map,  published  by  Keller  himself,  at  Ziirich.  Both  the  English 
and  French  copies  of  it  are  very  inferior  both  in  clearness  and  accuracy, 
and  worse  than  useless  on  diSiciilt  passes. 

The  new  Government  map  (Kegierungs  Karte,  ZUrich,  by  Fussli)  is  the 
best,  but  on  a  laige  scale  :  only  three  sheets,  Geneva  and  Vaud,  have 
appeared. 

Jtequisiiei/or  Trav^ing. — The  following  hints  are  principally  addressed 
to  these  who  intend  to  m&s  pedettriaTi  journeys. 

"  To  travel  on  foot  is  the  best  mode  of  seetnjr  SwitEerland ;  and  it  saTes 
a  world  of  trouble  to  have  no  other  baggage  than  a  knapeack,  containing  a 
change  of  linen,  with  a  light  great  coat  or  cloak,  the  weight  of  which  need 
not  exceed  14  or  16  lbs."— J.  P.  C. 

The  shoes  ought  to  be  double-soled,  provided  with  hob-naila,  such  as  are 
worn  in  shooting;  in  England,  and  without  iron  heels,  which  are  dangerous, 
and  liable  to  slip  in  walking  over  rocks  ;  three  rows  of  nails  are  better  : 
the  weight  of  a  shofe  of  this  kind  is  counterbalanced  by  the  effectual  protec- 
tion afforded  to  the  foct  ^jainst  sharp  rocks  and  loose  stones,  which  cause 
oontusions,  and  are  a  great  souroe  of  fatigue  and  pain  ;  they  should  be  so 
laige  as  not  to  pinch  any  part  of  the  foot.  The  experienced  pedestrian 
never  commences  a  journey  with  new  shoes,  but  with  a  pair  that  have 
already  conformed  to  the  shape  of  the  feet.  Cotton  stockings  cut  the  feet 
to  pieces  on  a  long  walk  ;  in  their  place,  thick  knit  worsted  socks,  or  cotton 
stockings  with  worsted  feet,  ought  invariably  to  be  worn.  GaiterB  are 
useful  in  wet  weather  to  keep  tile  socks  clean  ;  at  other  times  to  prevent 
small  stmes  from  falling  into  the  shoes,  but  they  are  liable  to  heat  the 
ankles.  It  is  advisable  to  travel  in  cloth  tiowsers,  not  in  linen,  which 
afford  no  profeotion  a^nst  rain  or  changes  of  temperature  in  mountain 
regions.  A  fiock  coat  is  better  than  a  shooting  jacket,  which,  though  well 
enough  in  remote  places,  is  strange  and  may  attract  notice  in  the  streets  of 
a  foreign  town. 

A  very  serviceable  article  in  a  traveller's  wardrobe  is  a  Blotue  (Eittel 
in  German),  somewhat  resembling  a  ploughman's  nmock frock  in  England, 
but  by  no  means  confined  to  the  lower  orders  abroad,  as  it  is  a  commcm 
travellii^  costume  of  nobles,  gentles,  and  peasants.  It  may  be  worn  either 
over  the  usual  dress,  to  keep  it  clean  and  free  from  dust,  or  it  may  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  coat  in  hot  weather.  '  This  kind  of  garment  may  be  pur- 
chased ready-made  in  any  German  town.  The  best  colour  is  brown  ;  blue 
is  usually  worn  by  agricultural  labourers  only.  A  knaptaeh  may  be  pur- 
chased at  a  much  cheaper  rata  abroad,  and  on  a  much  better  plsB,  tfian 
those  made  in  England.  Portmanteaus  are  better  in  England  than  any- 
where else,  A  waterproof  coat  or  cloak  is  almost  indispensable,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  procure  one  abroad. 
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Aflati,  to  liold  brand;  and  kirHchwaaaer,  is  necetaaxy  on  monntaJQ  ex- 
curaione  ;  it  should  be  remembered,  however,  thkt  Bpirite  ought  to  be 
resorted  to  less  ae  a  reetorstive,  than  as  a  protection  agaiUBt  oold  and  wet, 
and  to  mix  with  water,  which  ought  never  to  be  drunk  cold  or  unmixed 
during  a  walk.  Tlie  beat  reBtorative  is  tea,  and  ae  there  are  some  parts  of 
the  Ccmtinent  in  which  this  luxury  cannot  be  procured  good,  it  Is  advisable 
to  take  a  small  quautitf  Stiaa  England.  Good  tea,  however,  may  be  bought 
in  Holland,  an^in  most  of  the  luge  towns  of  German]'. 

Carey,  optician,  181,  Stsuid,  ma^ea  excellent  pocket  Metccpa,  about  4 
indies  long,  combining,  with  a  small  sise,  considerable  power  and  an  ex- 
tensive range.  Black  glass  spectacles  are  the  best  protection  for  the  eyes 
against  the  glare  of  the  sun  in  a  southern  climate. 

Lee,  West  Strand,  London,  bookseller  and  stationer,  furnishes  many 
requisites  for  travellers,  including  a  very  portable  writing-case. 

A  stout  leader  or  caavas  bag,  to  hold  silver  crown  pieces  and  dollars  ; 
cards  or  pieces  of  parchment,  or,  better  still,  adhesive  labels,  for  writing 
directions  for  the  b^gage  (the  managers  of  public  conveyances  abroad  oFten 
MtsCri  Upon  each  package  being  addressed,  before  they  will  take  charge  of 
it) ; — and  one  or  two  leather  straps,  to  keep  bother  books  or  small  parcels, 
will  be  found  very  useful. 

Paper,  pen  and  ink,  and  soap,  should  by  all  means  be  deposited  in  the 
(m^aack,  being  articles  difficult  to  meet  with  at  every  place. 

"Die  pedestrian,  in  packing  bis  knapsack,  if  he  intend  to  carry  it  (m  his 
own  back,  should  not  allow  its  weight  to  exceed  16  or  20  lbs.,  even  if  he 
be  strong.  The  most  part  of  travellers,  however  zealous  at  first  in  bearing 
their  own  pack,  grow  tired  of  it  after  a  day  or  two,  transferring  it  to  a 
guide,  who,  if  young  and  itout,  will  carry  with  the  greatest  ease  a  weight 
of  85  or  40  lbs. 

The  alpenetock  is  an  almost  indispensable  companion  upon  moontajn 
jonmeys,  and  may  be  procured  every  where  in  Switzerland  for  2  fr.  It  is 
a  stout  pole  of  £r,  about  6  ft.  long,  with  an  iron  spike  at  one  end  for  use, 
and  a  chamois  horn  for  show  at  tiie  other.  The  pedestrian  who  haa  once 
tried  it,  will  fully  appreciate  its  uses  as  a  staff  and  leaping'pole,  but  chiefly 
as  ft  support  in  de»xndvng  the  mountuns  ;  it  then  becomes,  as  it  were,  a 
third  leg.  It  enables  one  to  transfer  a  part  of  the  weight  of  the  body  from 
the  legs  to  the  arms,  which  is  a  great  relief  in  descending  long  and  steep 
hills.  By  liie  aid  of  it,  the  chamois-huntere  glide  down  snow-covered 
slopes,  almost  perpendicular,  checking  the  velocity  of  their  course,  when  it 
becomes  too  great,  by  leaning  back,  and  driving  the  point  deeper  into  the 
OMnr.  In  croesit^  glaciers,  it  is  indispensable,  to  feel  the  strei^th  of  the 
ice,  and  ascertain  whether  it  be  free  from  crevices  and  able  to  bear  the 

When  about  to  ascend  great  heights,  where  the  sun's  rays  pour  down 
with  an  intenrity  unknown  lower  down,  or  to  traverse  the  glaciers  for  any 
distance,  the  traveller  should  provide  himself  with  a  green  gauM  veil  to 
cover  his  ivx,  and  with  coloured  spectacles  to  protect  his  eyes  from  the 
glare  rf  the  snow,  which  is  very  panful,  and  often  produces  temporary 
blindness.  Lip-salve,  or  some  kind  of  grease,  to  anoint  the  skin  of  tbe 
face,  and  prevent  it  from  blistering  and  peeling  off,  should  also  be  taken. 
Further  requisites  fc»  such  an  expedition  are— ropes  to  attach  travellers 
and  their  guides  ti^eUier,  so  ik»X,  in  case  cue  &11  or  slip  into  a.crevice,  bis 
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deBcent  may  be  arrested  by  the  others  ;  iron  cramponB  for  the  feet — the 
surface  of  the  glacier,  tbongh  soft  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  becotneB  hatd 
and  very  slippery  as  soon  as  the  Biin  begioa  to  decline  ;  a  ladder,  to  cross 
those  creviceB  which  are  too  broad  to  leap  over  ;  and  a  hatchet,  to  cut  steps 
or  restJDg-plaoes  for  the  feet,  in  the  ice.  The  alpBtock  should  be  of  ash,  as 
much  of  the  traveller's  security  may  depend  on  ita  strength,  (See  also 
DiredMnafcir  Pedfttriata  in  Hand-book,  South  Qermany.) 

These  preparations  are  quite  uimecesBary  for  a  mere  msit  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  glaciers  of  ChamoUni  or  Grindelwald,  arid  are  required  only 
when  a  journey  over  them  of  many  hours',  or  of  one  or  two  days'  duiation, 
is  meditated. 

In  order  to  travel  with  advantage  jn  a  country  previously  unknown, 
something  more  seems  necessary  than  a  mere  detail  of  certain  lines  of  rood, 
and  an  enumeration  of  towns,  villages,  mountains,  &c.  The  foUowing 
section  has  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  furnish  such  prehminary  informa- 
tion as  may  enable  the  tourist  to  turn  his  time  to  the  best  account ;  to 
decide  where  to  dwell,  and  where  to  pass  quickly.  The  task  is  difficult; 
let  this  serve  as  an  excuse  forita  imperfect  execution. 

Switzerland  owes  the  sublimity  and  diversified  beauty  of  ita  scenery, 
which  it  possesses  in  a  greater  degree  perhaps  than  any  other  country  of  the 
globe,  to  the  presence  of  the  Alps — the  loftiest  mountains  of  Europe,  the 
dorsal  rii%e  or  backbone,  ss  it  were,  of  the  Continent.  These  run  through 
the  land,  and  occupy,  with  their  main  trunk,  or  minor  spurs  and  ofTseta, 
nearly  its  whole  surface.  They  att^n  the  greatest  height  along  the  8. 
and  E.  frontier-line  of  Switzerland,  hut  as  they  extend  N.,  subsiding  and 
gradually  opening  out  to  allow  a  passive  to  the  Rhine  and  its  tributaries, 
they  are  met  by  the  minor  chain  of  the  Jura,  which  forms  the  N.W. 
boundary  of  Switzerland.  It  is  from  the  apex  of  this  advanced  guard,  as 
it  were,  of  the  Alps,  or  from  one  of  the  intermediate  outlying  hills,  that 
the  traveller,  on  entering  the  country,  obtains  the  first  view  of  the  great 
central  chain.  From  the  brow  of  the  hill,  at  the  further  extremity  of 
a  landscape  composed  of  undulating  country — woods,  hills,  villages,  lakes, 
and  silvery,  winding  rivers — sufficient  of  itself  to  rivet  the  attention,  he 
will  discover  what,  if  he  has  not  before  enjoyed  the  glorious  spectacle  of  a 
snowy  mountain,  he  will  probably  t*ke  for  a  border  of  fleecy  cloud  floating 
along  the  horizon.  The  eye,  unaccustomed  to  objects  of  such  magnitude, 
fails  at  first  to  convey  to  the  imnd  the  notion,  that  these  clearly  defined 
white  masses  are  mountains  60  or  70  m.  ofl'.  Bistance  and  the  intervening 
atmosphere  have  no  effect  in  diminishing  the  intense  white  of  the  snow ; 
it  glitters  as  pure  and  unsullied  as  if  it  had  just  fallen  close  at  hand. 

There  are  many  points  of  view  whence  the  semicircular  array  of  Alpine 
peaks,  presented  at  once  to  the  eye,  extends  for  more  than  120  m,,  irtan 
the  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Titlis,  and  comprises  between  200  and  300  distinct 
summits,  capped  with  snow,  or  bristling  with  bare  rocks,  having  their  in- 
terstices filled  with  perpetual  glaciers  : — 

"  Who  first  beholds  those  everlasting  cloods — 
Tbose<>iiightj  hills,  so  shadowy,  so  snblime. 
As  rather  tobelong  to  heaven  IliMi  earth — 
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But  iostuillj  Teceives  into  faia  aonl 
A  sense,  &  feeling,  that  he  loaes  not — 
A  something;  that  inlbrma  him  'tia  an  hour 
Whence  he  may  date  henceforward  and  for  eier," — Rogeri, 
It  was  such  a  prospect  that  inspired  tboae  remarkable  lm««  of  871011 : — 

"  Above  me  are  the  Alpa, 
The  pdacea  of  Hature,  whose  T»st  walla 
Have  pinnaDled  in  ckiods  their  anowj  scalps. 
And  throned  Eternity  in  icj  balls 
Of  cold  eablimitj,  where  forms  and  fUla 
The  Aralaoche — the  thunderbolt  of  snow  I 
AH  that  expands  the  spirit,  jet  appals, 
Gather  around  the  summits,  as  to  show 
How  earth  maj  soar  to  heaven,  yet  leave  raJa  man  below." 

The  points  from  which  such  an  Alpine  panorama  may  be  enjoyed  to  the 
greatest  advantage  are : — 

The  B61e,  above  St.  Ce^es,  on  the  road  from  Dijon  to  Geneva  ; 

The  Chaumont,  above  Nenchitei ; 

The  Weiasenatein,  above  Soleure ; 

The  Upper  and  Lower  Hauenstein,  on  the  road  from  Basle  to  Soleuro 
and  Lucerne ; 

The  Albis,  between  Ziirich  and  Zug  ; 

Monte  Salvadore,  rising  amid  the  intricacies  of  the  Li^  Lugano ; 

The  Kamor,  near  Gais,  in  St,  Gall ; 

The  Bigi,  between  the  lakes  of  Zug  and  Lucerne ; 

The  FauLhom,  adjoining  the  Bernese  Alps ; 

The  Upper  and  Lower  Hauenstein  ; 

The  Rothhom,  above  Brienz, 

Of  these  the  Bigi  is  probably  the  finest,  as  it  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  accessible ;  some  give  the  preference  to  the  Fanlhom,  from  its  prox- 
imity to  the  great  chain,  and  Vtxe  High  Alps  rising  close  at  hand  ore  seen 
from  it  to  great  advantage.  The  passion  for  climbing  monnt^ns,  so  ardent 
in  a  young  traveller,  soon  cools  ;  and  they  who  have  surmounted  the  Rigi, 
the  Faulhom,  or  Rothhom,  and  the  Dflle,  may  fairly  consider  any  further 
ascents  a  waste  of  time  and  labour. 

For  a  near  view  of  Alpine  scenery,  amidst  the  receBses  of  the  moantains, 
the  spots  which  afford  a  concentraHon  of  the  most  grand  and  sublime 
objects  are  the  valleys  of  the  Bernese  Oberland,  and  those  around  the  base 
of  Mont  Blano,  including,  of  course,  Chamounj.  It  is  in  these  two  dis- 
tricts that  tiie  combination  of  fine  forms  and  great  elevation  in  the  moun- 
tains ;  of  vast  extent  of  glaciers  and  snow-lields,  with  the  accompasiments 
of  the  roar  of  the  avalanche  and  the  rush  of  the  failing  torrent— are  most 
remarkable.  Here,  in  particular,  the  glaciers,  the  most  characteiietJo 
feature  of  this  country,  are  seen  to  greatest  advast^e,  not  only  those 
fant^tically  fractured  masses  of  iceberg  which  descend  into  the  low  grounds, 
but  those  vast  fields  of  ice  called  Mera  de  Glace.  To  Cbamouni,  and  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mont  Blanc,  of  the  two,  must  be  given  the  preference, 
in  point  of  sublimity  ;  and  the  traveller  will,  for  this  reason,  do  well  in 
reserving  Mont  BWc,  with  its  attendant  aiguilles  and  circumambient 
let^es  of  ice,  for  the  termination  irf  his  tour,  and  the  crowning  act  of  his 
journey. 


KOtxiv      §  13, — OBJECTS  MOST  DESERVING  OF  NOTICE  IN  SWTrZEELAND. 

The  Glacieri  of  the  Aar,  Dear  the  GrimEel  (which  may  be  comprised  in 
the  Bernese  Oberland)  ;  that  of  the  Bh3ne,  neat  the  Purca ;  those  of  Ihe 
Bhine,  above  Spliigen  ;  and  the  Bemina,  in  the  En^iline,  are  likewise 
deBerring  of  mention  from  their  extent.  That  of  Bosenlaui  is  cele- 
brated for  ita  eitremo  purity,  and  the  dark  blue  colour  of  its  chasma. 
The  very  best  delineatitma  of  Steiat  scenery,  glaciers,  passes,  traveUing 
mcidents,  ifcc.,  are  given  in  the  large  lithographic  views  of  Mr.  Geoi^e 
Barnard,  They  combine  in  a  high  degree  pictureaqneneBa  with  truth. 
They  are  far  superior  to  the  views  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Swiaa 
print-shops. 

Lakes. — Madame  de  Staet  haa  somewhere  remarked,  on  the  proximity 
of  takes  to  mountains,  that  Nature  seems  to  have  placed  them  in  the  midst 
of  her  grandest  scenes,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  in  order  to  serve  as  mirrors 
to  them,  and  to  multiply  their  enchanting  forms.  Lakes  are  very  nu- 
merous in  Switzerland,  and  they  certainly  add  a  principal  charm  in  its 
scenery,  !t  is  difficult  to  clasaify  them  according  to  their  respective  merito, 
as  almost  every  one  has  some  pcculiaritj-  which  characterises  it  and  renders 
it  worthy  of  attention.  The  moat  remarkable  are,  the  Lake  of  Lncenie, 
which  exhibits  in  perfection  savage  grandeur  and  sublimity  ;  Wallenstadt, 
Thnn,  and  Brienz,  all  thoroughly  Swiss ;  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  or  Lac 
Leman,  distinguished  for  its  great  extent,  and  for  the  diversified  character 
it  presents,  being  at  one  ena  rugged  and  sublime,  at  the  other  soft  and 
smiling ;  it  occupies  an  intermediate  rank  between  the  Swiss  and  Italian 
Lakes.  These  last,  that  is  to  say,  Ma^iore,  Lugano,  and  C'ofao,  may  be 
included  in  the  tour  of  Switzerland,  either  from  portions  of  them  beii^ 
actually  situated  within  ita  territory,  or  from  their  vicinity  to  it.  Their 
character  is  rather  smiling  than  frowning ;  they  are  blessed  with  a  soutbem 
climate,  in  addition  to  their  own  attractions ;  their  thickets  are  groves  of 
orange,  olive,  myrtle,  and  pom^ranate ;  and  tbeir  habitations  are  villas  and 
palaces.  Along  with  the  lakes  named  above  must  he  mentioned  Hie  little 
Lake  of  Orta,  which,  though  situated  in  Piedmont,  lies  so  close  to  the 
Simplon,  and  possesses  such  high  claims  to  notice  from  ita  surpassing 
beauty,  that  no  traveller,  approaching  that  comer  of  Switzerland  to  which 
St  is  a  neighbour,  should  omit  to  visit  it. 

The  attempt  to  fix  an  order  of  precedence  for  the  BmUs  WaterfaRs  !s 
not  likelv  to  meet  with  general  approval,  because  much  of  the  interest 
eonnectea  with  them  depends  on  the  seasons  and  the  weather,  as  well  as 
on  the  taste  and  temper  of  the  spectator.  A  fine  waterfall  is,  indeed,  a 
munificent  spectacle  ;  but  it  will  be  appreciated,  not  merely  by  its  ow^ 
merita,  but,  (o  use  a  mercantile  phrase,  acoording  to  the  abundance  of  the 
supply.  Now,  in  Switzerland,  waterfalls  are  as  numerous  as  blackberries. 
The  traveller,  after  a  week  or  fortnight's  journey,  ia  pestered  by  them, 
and  will  hardly  turn  his  head  aside  to  look  at  a  fall  which,  if  it  were  in 
Great  Britain,  would  make  the  fortune  of  an  English  watering-place,  and 
attract  visitors  half-way  across  our  island  to  behold  it.  The  fact  seems  to 
be  that  there  is  a  certain  mraiotony  and  similarity  in  all  falls  of  water  ; 
and  after  the  curiosity  has  once  been  satiated  by  the  sight  oF  three  or 
four,  it  is  tiresome  to  go  out  of  one's  way  to  visit  another,  unless  it 
be  much  finer,  and  have  a  distinctive  <^aracter  from  any  seen  before. 
Thus,  then,  there  is  utility  even  in  an  attempt  to  classify  these  natural 
objects. 
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1.  tbe  FU.1  of  tbe  Rhine,  at  Schafih&nwn,  deserres  tBe  first  nnk,  f^om 
the  Tolume  of  mter ;  bnt  it  ia  rather  &  cataract  than  a  otBcade — it  wants 
height. 

2.  Fail  of  the  Aar,  at  Handsk,  combineB  a  tpacefol  abaat  with  gnat 
Oration  ;  an  aboimdii^  river,  and  a  gnmd  aituation.  It  ma;  be  sud  to 
attain  almost  to  perfection— (Temi  being  a  perfect  waterfall). 

3.  Fall  of  tbe  Tosa,  in  the  Val  FonnaBxa  :  renuvkable  leM  for  its  form 
than  f<s  the  vast  volmae  of  water,  bnt  in  this  reipeot  verj  fine  indeed, 
and  well  worth  a  Tiait. 

4.  The  Btanbbach,  or  Boat  Fall  :  a  thread  or  scarf  of  water,  ao  thin  that 
it  is  diepemed  into  spray  before  it  leaches  the  ground ;  beautiful,  however, 
from  ite  height  and  graoeful  wavinga. 

6.  Tbe  Giesbach,  on  the  lake  of  Brienz. 

6.  The  FaU  of  the  Ballendw,  near  Martigny,  aometimes  called  Rwe- 
vache, 

7.  Reidienbacb  Falls,  near  Heyrin^^n. 

8.  The  Fall  of  Pianazzo,  or  of  the  Medesaimo,  on.  the  Spliigen, 

9.  Tonrtemagne  Fall,  near  the  Simplon  road. 

10.  Cascadea  dea  PMerina,  Glacier  des  Boasons,  Chamouni. 

Otiier  falU,  too  numerous  to  mention,  are  not  placed  (to  nae  the  lan- 
goage  of  the  race-oourae)  ;  though,  in  any  other  country  but  Switzerland 
or  Norway,  they  would  deserve  especial  notioe. 

The  design  of  this  enumeration  is  to  spare  the  traveller  a  iMig  mik,  or 
a  day's  journey,  to  see  a  fall,  probably  inferior  to  others  which  he  has 
already  seen. 

Ilie  principal  and  most  interestii^  of  the  fhrim  Alpine  Pattet  (see  $  16) 
are  the  Simplon,  the  St.  Gothard,  the  Spliigen,  and  the  Bemardin,  re- 
garding at  onoe  their  scenery,  and  tbe  magnificent  and  skilfully  eon- 
strucied  oarriage-roada  which  have  been  made  over  them.  Of  passes 
not  Ctaversed  by  curi^ie^roads,  the  most  striking,  in  point  of  scenery,  are 
those  of  the  Monte  Moro  and  Cervin  under  Mtnte  Rosa,  between  the 
Vallais  and  Piedmont ;  the  Bon-homme  and  La  Selgne  ;  the  Tgt«  Nmre 
Emd  Col  de  Bahne,  Leading  to  Chamouni ;  the  Grimsel,  Furca,  and  the 
Qriea,  branching  off  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Rh&ne  ;  the  Gemmi, 
one  of  the  most  aingnlar  of  all  the  passes ;  and  the  Great  St.  Bernard, 
chiefly  visited  on  account  of  its  oelebiited  Hospice. 

Alpitte  Oorga. — Espeoiatly  deserving  of  notice  are  some  of  (he  ayennes 
leading  up  to  these  passes  ;  in  many  instances  mere  cracks  or  firanres, 
cleaving  the  mountains  to  the  depth  of  aeveral  thousand  feet. 

Hone  of  these  defilea  at  all  approach  the  Bavins  of  the  Via  Mala,  raie  of 
t^  most  sublime  and  tcrriCc  scenes  any  where  among  the  Alpa.  The 
gorge  of  the  SchoUenen,  on  the  St.  Gothard ;  that  of  Gondo,  on  the 
Bimplon  ;  and  that  extraordinary  glen,  in  whose  depths  the  Botha  of 
lyefftn  are  sunk — tme  of  the  most  wonderful  aoeoes  in  Switzerland— -also 


llie  most  beautiful  8mu  VaBege  are  those  of  Hasli,  near  Ueyrii^en  ; 
the  Simmenthal ;  (he  V^  of  Samen  ;  tbe  Kanderthal ;  the  Vallfe  de 
Gmyferes,  and  Onnonda,  or  Pays  d'en  Haut  Romand— all  distinguished 
for  their  quiet  pastoral  charact«r,  and  the  aoftness  and  luxuriance  of  their 
verdure—"  The  rook-embosomed  lawns,  and  snow-fed  streams,"  spoken  of 
by  Shelley.     And  here  it  may  be  remarked  that  tbe  toveller  iu  Switaer- 


lanA  must  not  suppose  that  beantj  of  scenery  is  coDfined  to  the  High. 
Alps  :  the  Jura,  and  the  intermediate  undulating  country,  which,  though 
still  greatly  elevated  above  the  sea,  nuty  be  called  the  Lowlands,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  Highlands  of  Switzerland,  abound  in  peculiar  and  unobtrusiTe 
beauties — hills  tufted  with  woods,  among  which  picturesque  masses  of 
bare  rock  project  at  intervals,  slopes  bursting  wlui  rills,  and  meadows 
which,  by  the  aid  of  copiona  irrigatton,  yield  three  cropn  of  grass  a-year, 

tiresenting  at  all  seasons  a  carpet  tif  the  liveHest  verdure,  and  of  a  texture 
ike  velvet,  equal  tc  tiiat  of  the  best  kept  English  lawns ;— such  are  the 
beauties  of  theae  lowland  Boenea.  The  frequent  hedge-rows,  the  gardens 
before  the  cottages,  and  the  neatness  of  the  dwellings — the  irregular, 
winding  roads,  free  from  the  straight  monotony  and  everlasting  avenues 
of  France  and  Germany — remind  one  frequently  of  England.  There  are, 
besides,  amoi^  the  Jura,  many  scenes  of  great  grandeur  ;  such  espedally 
is  presented  by  the  Val  Moutiets,  or  Miinater  Thai,  between  Basle  and 
Bienne  ;  the  pass  of  Klus,  at  the  feet  of  the  Ober-Hauenstein  ;  and  the 
Lac  de  JouK. 

With  regard  to  the  natural  beauties  of  Switzerland,  there  can  he  hut 
one  sentiment  t^  admiration.  On  the  subject  of  the  moral  condition  of 
the  Sttiits,  and  of  their  character  as  a  nation,  there  is  much  greater  variety 
of  opinion,  though  the  larger  portion  of  impartial  witnesses  will  concur 
in  a  low  and  unfavourable  estimate  of  them. 

The  favourable  uitidpations  awakened  by  historical  associaljons  in  the 
mind  of  the  traveller,  as  he  approaches  the  land  of  Tell  and  Winkelriod, 
are  wofully  falsified,  for  the  most  part,  on  arriving  upon  the  spot.  If  he 
take  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  political  state  of  the  country,  he  will 
find  a  Grovemment  almost  powerless,  a  confederacy  without  unity,  split 
into  parties  by  dissentient  religions  and  opponng  political  interests,  and 
nearly  every  canton  either  torn  by  contending  factions,  or  actually  split 
into  two,  and  as  much  dissevered  as  thouj^h  it  consisted  of  two  separate 
states.  Patriots  are  scarce  in  the  land  of  Tell ;  and  that  combination  of 
petty  republics  which,  while  firmly  united,  not  only  withstood  the  shocks 
of  fweign  invasion,  secure  in  its  mountain-fastnesses,  but  shattered  and 
annihilated  the  apparently  overwhelming  armaments  of  Austria  and  Bur- 
gundy, not  in  one  battle,  but  on  almost  every  occasion  when  opposed  to 
them,  must  now  submit  to  be  propped  up  by  its  ne^hbours  ;  and,  bb  a 
necessary  ctmsequence,  must  endure  and  stomach  the  diplomatic  insolts 
which  are  constantly  heaped  upon  it. 

Notwithstanding  their  long  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  free  institutions, 
in  spite  of  the  glorious  examples  of  their  history,  we  do  not  find  the  nation 
actuated  by  that  independence  and  nobleness  of  sentiment  which  might 
be  expected.  On  the  contrary,  a  spirit  of  time-serving  and  a  love  of 
money  appear  the  influencing  motives  in  the  national  ch^acter,  and  the 
people  who  have  enjoyed  freedom  longer  than  any  other  in  Europe,  are 
jftlnoipally  distinguished  for  fighting  the  battles  of  any  master,  however 
tyrannical,  who  will  buy  their  services ;  for  sending  forth  the  most 
obsequious  and  drudging  of  valets  -,  for  extorticatato  innkeepers ;  and, 
among  the  lower  class  of  Swiss,  for  almost  universal  mendicity  :  for  to 
beg  appears  to  be  regarded  as  no  degradation,  and  is  taught  by  parents 
to  their  children  less  from  neceaity  than  as  a  sort  of  speculation.    At 
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tile  prMeut  time  also  Switzerlsnd  is  nnrniig  a  brood  of  the  iDoet  reckleas 
and  desperate  of  democrats.  The  Tjrole»6,  the  neighboura  of  the  Swjm, 
and  their  partDere  in  the  aaioB  cdd  climate  and  UDpradactive  Alpine 
r^on,  exhibit  a  remarkable  contract  to  them  in  this  and  other  respects. 

It  is  more  pleaaing  to  dwell  on  another  result  of  the  position  of  1^ 
Swiss,  Tiz.,  the  impulse  it  has  given  to  commercial  indiistrj  and  maoii- 
factures.  The  natnra!  disadTanti^es  of  an  inland  ooontry,  into  which  the 
raw  material  must  be  conveyed,  almost  exclnsivel^  on  the  axle,  over 
BDOWy  passes,  and  by  long  jonmeys,  have  been  overoome  ;  and  in  the 
excellence  of  her  manufactured  articles  Switzerland  otnnpetes  with  Ei^' 
land,  while  she  often  surpasses  her  in  cheapness. 

The  demoralizing  effect  produced  upon  the  Swiss  by  the  preat  infltix  of 
travelleiB  into  their  country,  is  explained  in  the  following  temperate  and 
judicious  remarks  from  Latrobe's  *  Aipenstock  :' — 

"  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  character  of  the  majority  of  the  Swiss 
peasantry,  whose  habitations  are  unfortunately  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  main  routes  of  travellers,  or  of  the  particular  points  of  interest  to 
which  they  lead,  is  most  contemptible  ;  that  in  such  parts  it  is  not  only 
v^D  to  expect  to  find  those  simple  and  ^leless  manners  which  in  tune 
past  were  associated  with  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  monntaini, 
bat  that  even  cconmon  morality  is  out  of  the  question.  There  is  a  dis- 
ponljon  in  the  majority  of  those  who  have  been  at  all  ezpoeed  to  tempta- 
tion to  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of  travellers,  to  make  the  most 
exorbitant  deniands,  and  to  go  to  the  greatest  possible  length  in  the 
system  of  extortion  and  deception.  Even  in  those  parts  of  the  country 
where  the  open  profiigacy  of  the  cases  brought  before  them  has  esdted 
the  attention  and  provoked  the  surveillance  of  the  magistrates,  and  where, 
in  consequence,  a  kind  of  just  price  has  been  set  upon  various  artides, 
opportunities  are  always  greedily  seised  upon  to  turn  a  dishonest  penny, 
when  it  can  be  done  without  serious  risk. 

"  This  the  writer  knows  to  be  unquestionably  the  fact ;  yet  he  must 
candidly  add,  what  he  also  knows  from  ohserration,  that  the  abeurd 
conduct  and  UDreasonable  folly  of  travellers  have  strengthened  the  sprii^ 
of  this  dishonest  propensity  iu  a  very  great  degree  :  and  while  many  a 
Just  complaint  has  been  made  against  the  extortion  of  those  with  whom 
the  traveller  must  come  in  contact,  many  an  unreataiaile  accuaation  has 
also  been  preferred,  mider  circumstances  which  would  not  allow  the 
plointjfi'  to  make  his  case  good.  An  individual  who  is  satisfied,  while 
travelling  in  a  country  like  this,  to  identify  himself  as  much  as  possible 
with  the  people  among  whom  he  is  thrown — who  is  contented  with  the 
general  style  of  Uvii^,  with  the  produce  of  the  country,  and,  more  espe- 
cially, with  tJie  customary  hours  of  eating  and  sleeping,  has  certainly 
reason  to  complain,  if  the  mere  circumstance  of  his  being  a  stranger  is 
deemed  a  sufficient  apology  for  making  him  the  object  of  unprincipled 
qwljation  and  imposition. 

"  But  if  the  travellers  be  of  another  mind  and  order— if  they  pass 
through  the  country,  as  hundreds  do,  with  their  eyes  shut  to  the  style 
ind  manners  of  the  people  and  difference  of  their  habits  from  our  own, 
and  intent  upon  keeping  up  their  usual  style  of  corporeal  indulgence  as 
mnch  as  possible-^uoh  have  not  the  same  reason  in  their  complaints  ; 
which  is  a  lesson  many  have  bad  to  learn,  by  the  refusal  of   the 
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nULgiatrate  to  interfere  in  the  qturrel,  or  b;  having  a  verdict  given  agaitutt 

"  1  liave  feen  a  party  of  En^ish  urive  at  a  mountain  cabaret  at  ni^t- 
fall,  when  the  host  and  his  fomily  nonid,  in  the  nmud  coaise  of  thinga, 
have  beea  thinking  of  th«i  bei^  ;  the;  order  dinner,  and  insist  upon 
having  fiegh,  fish,  or  fowl,  foreign  wines  and  liqueurs,  just  bm  tiioagh 
ibey  were  at  the  Star  ind  Garter  at  Itichmond  ;  abuia  the  master  and 
the  domeatics,  dine  at  eight  or  nine,  and  sit  over  l^eir  chera'  till  peat 
midnight.  Mine  hoet  can  put  np  with  a  good  deal  of  estra  troaUe, 
with  no  small  qnantil?  of  abuse,,  and  will  stay  np  all  night  with  oon- 
siderable  temper,  because  he  knoivs  be  can  make  them  pay  for  it  in  hard 
money. 

"  The  next  morning,  w  might  be  anticipated,  he  hands  In  a  bill  of 
nearly  as  many  dollars  as  they  had  expected  francs,  without  donbt 
exorbitant  and  overcha^ed,  but  at  any  rate  there  are  planiible  czciuea  for 
this  exorbitancy. 

"  The  host  will  ahmg  his  ihoulders,  in  answer  to  their  ill^expreaaed 
and  an;^ry  expoatuLatioiiE,  and  merely  say,  that  the  gentlemen  must  not 
ezpeat  to  have  articlei  which,  however  plentiful  in  towns,  are  luxuries  on 
the  mountains,  without  paying  well  for  them. 

"  The  worst  Ib  that,  little  by  Uttle,  the  show  of  justice  that  lAiere  once 
existed,  and  the  distinction  whidi  was  made  between  tiie  iudividnal  who 
gave  no  trouble,  and  was  contented  with  what  entertunment  was  easily 
provided,  and  thcae  last  described,  is  fast  waning  away  ;  and  to  be  a 
foreigner  is  suflicient  to  exdt«  the  plundering  propensities  of  mine  host 
and  his  ooadjutors.  He  has  frequently  a  r^ular  system  to  puraoe, 
according  as  the  visitor  announced  is  an  EngUshnun,  a  Frendunan,  or  a 
G«rmBn. 

"  And  it  is  not  (Hkly  those  parts  of  the  country  through  wfaid  tbe  great 
stream  of  travellers  seta  that  have  by  this  means  become  degraded  :  tjie 
fame  of  these  doings  has  gone  abroad  thronghont  tlie  greater  part  of  the 
whole  community,  and  very  few  arc  the  retired  comers  where  you  do  not 
detect  more  or  1^  of  this  di^onourable  bent  in  tlie  lower  orders,  if  any 
way  exposed  to  temptation. 

"  But  it  is  not  only  in  this  point  tbat  the  moral  <^ancter  of  tbe  onn- 
mon  people  is  debased.  It  will  not  be  a  matter  of  wonder  that  the  present 
Swiss  peasantry  as  a  nation  cannot  longer  be  supposed  to  be  the  simple, 
virtuous,  patriarchal  race  that  their  forefathers  were.  It  is  evident,  from 
tbe  peTusal  of  their  tiialory,  that  tbe  deterioration  had  been  steady  and 
gradual  for  some  time  previous  to  tbe  close  of  the  lost  century  ;  and  tbat 
nothini;  contributed  more  to  it  Qum  tiiat  system  of  foreign  military  ser- 
vice which,  it  wonld  appear,  had  become  necesBory  to  the  existence  of  the 
community. 

"  Then  the  overpowering  deluge  of  the  French  Revolution  swept  over 
the  Jura,  and  gave  accelerated  impulse  to  the  downward  current  of  moral 
feeling  in  every  rank  of  society  in  this  unhappy  ooontry. 

"  'Wliat  evil  inflnenee  this  had  at  the  time  upon  tiie  principles  of  tbe 
people  in  general,  as  well  as  the  virtue  of  famUies  and  individuals,  it 
would  now  be  a  difficult  and  ungrateful  task  to  decide.  Much  of  tbat 
evil  may  at  this  time  be  supposed  to  have  been  already  obviated ;  yet, 
now  that  the  waters  of  tbat  fearful  political  phenomenon  have  ratiredi,  we 
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may  still  Bee  left  behind  the  acum  and  th«  mod  wjtii  whicli  tlieir  polluM 
stream  was  heavil  j  charged. 

"  '  I  have  not  been  in  the  Oberland  for  years,'  is  an  eipreesion  I  have 
heard  time  after  time  from  worthy  uatiTea  ;  and  the  reason  is  perfectly 
comprehensible.  A  true  lover  of  hia  country  may  well  grieve  over  the 
dishonour  and  the  loss  of  moral  feeling  ia  Switzerland,  and  avoid  going 
where  he  must  be  constantly  reminded  of  its  downfall." — p.  324-328. 

Another  point  to  be  considered,  in  reference  t«  the  condition  of  the 
people,  is  the  influence  of  the  Eoinaa  Catholic  reli^on  in  those  cantons 
where  it  prevails.     And  here  it  may  be  observed  that  the  least  enlightened 
portions  of  the  country  at  present  are  the  Vallais,  TJri,   Untcrwalden, 
SdiwytE,    Tesain,    a  large  part    of    the    Bernese    Oberland,    and    the 
Grisona.     In  passing  from  a  Catholic  to  a  Protestant  canton,  the  traveller 
will  scarcely  fail  to  remark  a  striking  change.    He  eschauges  cheerful 
cleanliness  and  prosperouB  industry   for  dirt,  ^idleness,  and  mendicancy. 
Yet,  in  his  comments  thereon,  let  him  bear  in  mind  the  charitable  and 
meek  precept,  so  beautifully  conveyed  in  the  following  veraes,  composed 
in  one  of  the  Catholic  cantons  of  Switzerland  ; — 
"  Sooni'd,  ■■  we  are,  our  native  dnat 
To  wet  with  many  a  bitter  shower, 
It  ill  befits  us  to  disdun 
The  Altar,  to  deride  the  Fane 
Where  patienl  auFF^rers  bend,  in  trust 

To  wia  a  happier  hour. 
I  love,  where  spreads  the  village  lawn. 
Upon  some  knee-worn  cell  to  gaie ; 
Hail  to  the  firm,  unmoving  cross. 
Aloft,  where  pines  their  branches  toss. 
And  to  the  chapel  &r  withdrawn. 

That  Inrka  by  lonely  wtLya. 
Where'er  we  roam,  along  the  hrink 
Of  Rhine,  or  by  the  sweeping  Po, 

Through  Alpine  rale,  or  Chamliaign  wide— 
Whatever  we  look  on,  at  our  side 
Be  Charity— to  bid  us  think 
And  fed,  if  we  would  know." —  Werdiaora. 
We  are  so  accustomed  to  look  upon  Switzerland  as  "  the  land  of 
liberty,"  that  the  generality  of  travellers  will  fake  the  thing  for  granted ; 
and  it  is  only  after  diving  to  a  cert^n  depth  in  Swiss  annals,  that  the 
question  arises,  what  was  the  nature  of  this  freedom,  and  how  far  was  it 
calculated  to  foster  nobility  of  sentiment   and  public  spirit  among  the 
people  ?     Was  the  abolition  of  the  Austrian  dominion  succeeded  by  a 
more  equitable  government,  extending  to  all  the  same  privileges,  and 
dividing   among  all  alike  the  public   burden  ?     Was   political   equality 
accompanied  by  religious  tolerance  and  harmony  ?     Did  the  democratic 
principle  produce  fruit  in  the  disinterestedness  and  patriotism  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  land  ?     To  all  these  inquiries  there  remains  but  one  answer— 
a  negative.     The  cow-herds  of  Uri,  Schwytz,  and  Unterwalden,  who  had 
BO  nobly,  and  with  so  much  moderation,  emancipated  themselves  from  a 
foreign  yoke,  in  process  of  time  became  themselves  the  rulera  of  subject 
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BtateB,  and,  so  far  from  exteoding  to  them  the  liberty  they  bad  so  dearly 
purchased,  aud  which  they  so  highly  valued,  they  kept  their  subjects  in 
the  most  abject  stat^  of  villen^e  ;  so  that,  down  t<i  the  end  of  Uie  last 
century,  the  vasBals  of  no  deiipotic  monarch  in  Europe  exhibited  a  picture 
of  equal  ^litical  debasement.  The  effects  of  this  tyrannical  rule  were 
equally  injurious  t«  the  governors  and  the  governed,  and  the  marks  of  it 
may  he  traced  in  many  parts  of  Switzerland,  even  down  to  the  present 
day,  in  the  degraded  condition  of  the  people,  morally  as  well  as  physically. 
It  will  be  discovered  from  Swiss  history  that  ambition,  and  a  thirst  for 
territorial  rule,  are  inherent  in  republics  as  well  as  in  monarchies,  as  we 
may  learn  from  the  encroaclunents  and  a^randizing  spirit  of  canton  Bern. 
She  retdned,  as  tributary  to  her,  for  two  centuries  and  a  half,  the  district 
called  Pays  de  Tand,  deriving  from  it  an  annual  revenue  of  1,200,000 
francs,  and  yet  denying  to  the  inhabitants  all  share  of  jxilitical  rights. 
Geneva,  a  weaker  state,  after  throwing  off  the  yoke  of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy, 
with  difficulty  escaped  the  wiles  of  the  Bernese  government,  which  would 
have  plunged  her  into  a  slavery  not  more  tolerable  than  that  from  which 
she  had  just  escaped. 

Religious  disBcnaions  were  a  source  of  a  long  series  of  troubles  to  the 
Confederation,  dividing  it  into  two  opposite  parties,  which  not  only  were 
arrayed  against  each  other  in  the  Geld  of  battle,  but  also  interfered  with 
the  internal  peace  of  the  individual  cantons.  Although  by  the  laws  the 
two  parties  in  religion  were  allowed  equal  freedom  of  worship,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  privilege  was  embittered  to  either  party,  in  the  state  where 
the  other  faith  was  predominant :  it  was,  in  fact,  but  a  nominal  tolerance. 
It  is  curious  to  observe,  that,  even  in  these  days  of  liberal  ideas  and 
Catholic  emancipation,  a  citizen  of  Lucerne  is  deprived  of  tdl  political 
privileges,  if  he  is  a  Protestant. 

Down  to  the  times  of  the  French  revolutions,  the  coromon  people  of 
Switzerland,  except  in  one  or  two  of  the  cantons,  had  do  more  share  in 
the  constitutional  privileges,  which  all  Swiss  were  supposed  to  possess  as 
their  birth-right,  than  the  subjects  of  the  despotic  monarchies  of  Austria 
or  Prussia.  The  government  was  vested  in  the  hands  of  aristocratic 
ohgarchies,  as  esclusive,  and  as  proud  of  birth,  blood,  and  descent,  as 
the  most  ancient  nobility  in  Europe,  The  burgher  patricians  of  the  great 
towns  managed,  by  gradual  encroachments,  to  deprive  the  lower  orders  of 
the  exercise  of  their  rights,  and  gradually  monopolised  all  places  and 
offices  for  themselves  and  their  children.  Since  1830,  democratic  prin- 
ciples have  made  rapid  strides  in  almost  all  the  cantons,  and  the  politicsl 
constituents  of  Switzerland  at  present  have,  with  much  truth,  been 
described  as  consistii^  of  "  an  aristocracy  enraged  at  its  own  weakness  : 
a  democracy  eager  to  ride  above  them,  and  demanding  for  the  people 
more  rights  than  they  desire  ;  for  doubtful  and  unknown  good,  risking  all 
that  is  most  desirable  ;  gentle  sway,  contented  obedience,  simplicity  of 
manners,  tranquillity  of  life." 

The  ZWns  of  Svritzeriand  exhibit  many  interesting  marks  of  anti- 
quity :  their  buildings  are  frequently  found  unchanged  since  a  veiy 
early  period ;  and  in  Lucerne,  Freyburg,  Basle,  Bellinzona,  and  in 
several  other  instances,  the  feudal  fortifications,  with  battlements  and 
watch-towers,  remain  perfectly  preserved.  One  characteristic  and  very 
pleasant  feature  are  the  ^otiniams,  the  never-failing  ornament  of  eveiy 
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Swiae  town  and  vill^e.    They  usually  consist  of  a  Ootliic  ornamented 

E'llar,  Bunnounted  bv  the  figure  of  n  man,  usually  some  hero  of  Swiss 
stoiy,  either  Tell,  the  daimtlesB  croasbowmau,  or  Winfcelried,  with  his 
"  sheftf  of  spears."  Sometimes  the  figures  of  animals  are  subatituted  for 
the  human  form. 

A  singular  custom,  connected  with  education,  prevails  in  some  parts 
of  Switzerland,  which  deserves  notice  here,  from  tie  influence  which  it 
exorcises  over  society.  In  many  of  the  iai^e  towns,  children  of  the  same 
B^e  and  sex  are  associated  together  hy  their  parents  in  little  knots  and 
clubs,  called  Soeiite$  df  Bimanche.  Tlie  parents  seek  out  for  their 
cliildren  an  eligible  set  of  companions  when  they  are  still  quite  young. 
The  parties  so  formed  amount  to  twelve  or  fifteen  in  number,  and  the 
variation  of  a^e  between  them  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  years.  All 
the  members  meet  in  turn  on  Sunday  evenings,  at  the  bouses  of  their 
parents,  while  children,  to  play  together  and  partake  of  tea,  cakes,  and 
sweetmeats,  attended  by  their  bonnes  or  nurses  ;  when  grown  up,  to  pass 
the  evening  in  other  occupations  and  amusements  suited  to  their  age.  At 
these  meetings  not  even  brothers  or  sisters  are  present,  except  they  are 
members  of  the  society.  From  thus  being  constantly  thrown  together  on 
all  occasions,  a  strict  friendship  grows  up  among  the  members  of  each 
brotherhood  or  sisterhood,  which  generally  lasts  through  life,  even  after 
the  parties  are  settled  and  dispersed  about  the  world.  The  females,  even 
when  grown  up,  distinguish  their  companions  by  such  endearing  terms  as 
"  ma  mignonne,"  "  mon  cceur,"  "  mon  ange,"  &c.  This  practice  renders 
Swiss  society  very  exclusive,  and  few  strangers,  however  well  introduced, 
penetrate  below  the  surface. 

When  a  young  woman  marries,  her  husband  is  admitted  into  the  so- 
ciety to  which  ^e  belongs,  and  thus  the  wife  determines  the  caste  of  the 
husband. 

Rons  de  Vaches. — It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  Eanz  de  Vaches 
spoken  of,  by  persons  unacquainted  with  Switzerland  and  the  Alps,  as  a 
single  air,  whereas  they  are  a  class  of  melodies  prevailing  among  and 
peculiar  to  the  Alpine  valleys.  Almost  every  valley  has  an  air  of  its 
own,  but  the  original  air  is  said  to  be  that  of  AppenzAll.  Their  effect 
in  producing  home-sickness  in  the  heart  of  the  Swiss  mountaineer, 
when  heard  In  a  distant  land,  and  the  prohibition  of  this  music  in  the 
Swiss  regiments  in  the  service  of  France,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
desertions  occasioned  by  it,  are  stories  often  repeated,  and  probably  founded 

These  national  melodies  are  particularly  wild  in  their  character,  yet 
full  of  melody  ;  the  choruses  consist  of  a  few  remarkable  shrill  uotes, 
uttered  with  a  peculiar  falsetto  intonation  in  the  throat.  They  originate 
in  the  practice  of  the  shepherds  on  the  Alps,  of  communicating  wiUi  one 
another  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  by  pitching  the  voice  high. 
The  name  Ranz  de  Vaches  (Germ,  Kuhreihen),  literally  cow-rows,  is 
obviously  derived  from  the  order  in  which  the  cows  march  home  at 
milkiog-time,  in  obedience  to  the  shepherd's  call,  communicated  by  the 
viHce,  or  through  the  Alp-horn,  a  simple  tube  of  wood,  wound  round  with 
bark,  five  or  six  feet  long,  admitting  of  but  slight  modulation,  yet  very 
melodious  when  caught  up  and  prolonged  by  the  mountain  echoes.  In 
some  of  the  remoter  pastoral  districts  of  Switzerland,  from  which  the 
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aiicient  rimplicilf  of  mnnnera  U  not  kltogether  banished,  ths  Alp-horn 
auppliea,  on  the  higher  pastures,  where  no  diurch  is  near,  the  place  of  the 
vesper-bell.  The  cow-herd,  posted  on  the  highest  peak,  as  soon  as  the 
aun  has  Bet,  pours  forth  the  first  four  or  five  notes  of  the  Psalm,  "  FnuBe 
God  the  Lord  ;"  the  same  notes  are  repeated  from  diataut  Alps,  and  all 
within  bearing,  uncovering  their  heads  and  bending  their  knees,  repeat 
their  evening  orison,  after  which  the  cattle  ace  penned  in  their  stalls,  and 
the  shepherds  betake  themselves  to  rest. 

The  traveller  among  the  Alps  will  have  frequent  opportonities  of 
hearing  both  the  music  of  the  horn  and  the  songs  of  the  cow-berda  and 
dairy-maids  ;  the  latter  have  been  thus  described  hy  Mr.  Southey  ; — 
"  Surely  the  wildest  chorus  that  ever  was  heard  by  human  ears  ;  a  song, 
not  of  articulate  sounds,  but  in  which  the  voice  is  used  as  a  mere  instru- 
ment  of  music,  more  flexible  than  any  which  art  could  produce,  BW«et, 
powerful,  and  thrilling  beyond  description." 

A  word  may  be  said  on  Swiee  Husbandry  to  draw  the  attention  of  such 
persons  as  taho  an  interest  in  the  subject  bi  one  or  two  practices  peculiar 
to  the  country.  The  system  of  irrigating  the  meadows  is  carried  to  a 
very  great  extent  and  perfection  ;  the  mountain-torrents  are  turned  over 
the  Ijelds  hy  means  of  trenches  and  sluices,  and  not  unfrequently,  when 
the  ground  is  much  inclined,  the  stream  is  conducted  to  the  spot  where  it 
is  required  through  troughs  hollowed  out  of  the  stem  of  fit-trees. 

The  dminings  of  dunghills,  cow-houses,  and  pigsties  are  not  allowed 
to  run  to  waste,  but  are  carefully  collected  in  a  vat  by  the  farmer,  and  at 
the  fit  moment  carried  out  in  caits  to  the  fields,  and  ladled  over  them, 
very  much  to  their  benefit,  and  to  the  equal  disgust  of  the  olfactory 
nerves  of  all  who  pass  ;  the  air,  far  and  near,  being  filled  with  this  truly- 
Swiss  fragrance. 

The  Swiss  mountaineers  are  skilful  marksmen  with  the  rifle,  and,  like 
their  neighbours,  the  Tyrolese,  meet  constantly  to  practise  and  engage  in 
trials  of  skill.  There  are  clubs  or  societies  in  most  of  the  cantons,  and 
every  year  a  grand/ederai  rijU  matA  is  held  in  one  or  other  of  the  lai^ 
towns,  at  which  all  the  best  shots  from  the  whole  of  Switzerland  meet  to 
contend  for  a  price. 

Annual  ccmtesU  ra  wrestling  (called  Sckwing  Feate)  are  also  held  in 
different  parts  of  Switzerland.  The  cantons  which  distinguish  them- 
selves for  skill  in  this  and  other  athletic  exercises  are  Bern,  Appenzell, 
and  Unterwalden.  Strangers  should  be  on  the  alert  to  find  out  when  and 
where  these  meetings  occur.     They  should  be  witnessed. 
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N.B.  It  is  advisable  to  enter  Switzerland  from  the  side  of  Germany 
rather  than  by  that  of  France,  as  the  scenery  of  Chamouni,  the  grandest 
among  the  Alps,  ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  conclusion  of  the  tour. 

There  are  parte  of  Switzerland  wiiioh  cannot  be  reached  in  a  travelling, 
carri^e,  and  those  who  can  ndther  ride  nor  walk,  and  will  not  submit  to 
be  carried  in  a  chair,  must  forego  them. 

Tlie  pedestrian  tours  in  this  list  are  laid  down  with  the  underatanding 
that  only  the  more  interesting  scenes,  and  auch  as  are  impracticable  by 
other  oDuveyanoes,  are  to  be  travelled  on  foot,  and  that  on  high  roads  the 
pedestrian  will  ri^,  otherwise  he  will  waste  much  time  unprofltably. 


S  14. — SKELETON  TOtrBS. 


A. — Carriaqe  Toub  op  about  Two 

Months,  b»mniDg  at  Biale   and 

ending  at  Schaffhausen. 

The  portion   of  this   tour  wiihin 

brackets  would  extmd  it  bejond  the 

two  months,  and  must  be  omitted  if 

the  traveUer  be  pressed  for  time. 

Basle. 

Munaterthal. 

Bienne. 

I  St.  Peter's  Island. 

iNeuchiteL 

WeUsenatein. 
Luceme- 
We^^  ani 
Lake  Lucerne  t<: 


ITiun.     (IieaTe  the  carriage.) 

Interlachen. 

Lauterbrnnnen.  s 

Grindelwald. 

Faulhom.  '^ , 

Meyringen.  tept 

fGrimsel.  of  tin 

Furca,  '     ' 

St.  Ciothard. 
Allorf. 

I  Lake  of  Lucerne. 
StBDZ. 
BriiDig. 
Meyringen. 
Than. 
Bern. 
Frejiburg. 
Lausanne. 
Veray  and  Chilloa. 


from  Genera, 

Iniirm  perBons,  not  able  to  ride  or 
walk  over  an  Alpine  pass,  may  retain 
their  carnage  as  &tr  as  Sallenche, 
proceed  in  a  char-il-banc  to  Cha- 
moani,  rejoin  their  carriage  at  Sal- 
lenche, and  then  proceed  by  Thonon 
and  St.  Maurice  to  Martigny. 

SaUencfae  in  a  hired  carriage. 


>   and   T^   Ni»re  lo 


Col   de   ] 

Hartignv. 
Great  St  Bernard,  and  back. 
Baths  of  Leah.  \     Leave  carriage  at 
Gemmi  Fasc     J       Sierre  or  Leuk. 

Domo  d' Oasola. 

Borromean  Islands. 
Monterone. 
Varallo. 
[Lago  d'Orta.] 
Milan.     (Best  a  week.) 


SpIQgen. 
VlaSlaU. 


Coire. 

Pfbffers'  Baths. 

Lake  of  Wallenstadt 

[Glarus,  Stachelberg,  and  back.] 

Bapperschwyl. 

Zlirich. 

[Baden  and  Scl 

Schaffhausen. 


Chan 


n  a  char-i-bane. 


iSchafniausen. 
Rhine  Fall 
Zlirich. 
Zf  EigL 
„   (Altorf— St.  Golhard. 

lAndermatl. 
+   iFurca. 
4flGrimseL 
5t  Meyringen, 
^1  Gruidelwald. 
T    Laulerbmanen  and  Thnn. 
t   I  Gemmi  Pass. 

8  iLeut 

9  Mactigny. 

t  jTete  Noire. 
10  IChamouni. 

13     Geneva— home  thraiigh  Frai 
(5  or  S  days),  or  by 
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I  Basle— MiiiisteT  ThaL 

3  We   . 
iSoleu, 

4  Schintsnach. 

5  Schaffhaiuen. 
e     Zurich. 

(Wesen.   and   Lake    of  Wallen- 

7  <     stadt, 
tPfeffers. 

8  Ktifeuaer  Thel  to  Glarus. 
f,   iKlonthol. 

JMuotta. 
Schwyti. 
10    Eigi. 
,,   (Alturf. 

lAndenDstt. 
,„  JFunm. 
'■''  IGrimBel. 

1 3  MeyringeiL 

14  Gnndelwald. 

1 5  J  ^*ne*'^  Alp. 

1  Lauterbrunnen  and  Inlerlachen. 

16  Gemmi— BathaofLeuk. 

1 7  MarUgny . 
^a   (TIte  Noire. 

I  Cbunouni. 

20  GeaeTa. 

21  Bern. 

D.— Tonn  OF  A  Month  ob  Five 
Weeks, 
,    I  Schaffhausen  and  Bhine&U. 
'   IZiirich. 
Si    Rip. 

3  Lake  of  Lucerne, 

4  Lucerne. 
.   iBrtinig. 

1  Meyringen. 
0    Siiaien  Pasa. 
7     Si.  Gothard. 
„  /Farea. 
"  IGrimseL 

9  Brieni. 

10  Lauttrbrunnen, 

11  Grindelwald, 
,,   (Tbnn. 

(Bero. 
14    FreybuTB. 
13    SiinmenUiaL 

rSpiete. 
'"  \KanderBt«g, 
IT    Gemmi. 


Martigny, 

Great  St.  Bernard. 

I  Cormayeur, 

AUee  Blanche— Col  de  la  Seigne. 
Col  de  Bonhonune. 

IChamounL 


1  Chillon— Vevay, 
„g    (Lake  of  Geneva — Laneanne. 

jGenevB^ — home  through  France, 
or  by 

30  Orbe,  the  Dole,  and  Lac  de  Joox, 

31  Nenchatel. 

32  Bienoe.  ' 

33  Miinster  Thai, 

34  Basle, 


E.— TWEMTI-N 


M  Swit- 
zerland, ON  Foot,  duringAug. 
and  Sept.,  1850.— H.  W.  T, 

iSchaffbausen, 
Rbinefalla. . 
Diligence  t«  Ziirich. 
TownofZarich, 
Steam  to  Rappersclilryt, 
Walked  to  Schmerikon, 
Walked  to  Wesen. 
Steam  to  Wallcnsladt. 
Walked  to  Ragati, 

3  of  Ffaffers  ;  thence  over 
to  Untere-Zollbriicke, 


t>  Coin 


Diligence  to  Tnais. 
Walked  through  Via  Mala  to 
SpMgen,  and  over  Spliigen  pass 
U)  Campo  Dolcino,  where  indif- 
ferent acconmiodation. 
Walked  to  Chiavenna,  where  we 
■e  fl  lopped  on  account  of 
I  passports, 

j  Diligence  back  over  the  Spliigen, 
I  and  ditto  over  the  Benuntlio  to 
(  Bellinzona, 

I  Wet  day  ;   walked  about  town 
)  and  neighbourhood, 
.Walked    over    M.    Oener«    to 
J   Lugano, 

S  Steam  to  Capo  Lago  and  back. 
I  Char  to  Magadino. 


{steam  t<i  BaTeno. 
Walked  oyer  the  Monterone,  to 
Orta,  on  the  Lago  d'Orta. 
(Char  to  Arona. 
Ascended  stetoe  of  St  Carlo. 
Walked  to  SCreaa. 
._     Boat    to  Borromean   lalea    and 
I   PallanzB. 

I  Steam    to  Magadino,   and  dili- 
(^  gence  to  Belliniona, 
iWduight  diligence  to  Faido  by 

^^  {walked  over  the  St.  Gothard  to 
(  Andermatt 

{Walked  to  FlUelen. 
1  p.  M.  Steamer  to  Weggis. 
Walked  up  Rigi  to  sleep. 
(Sunrise  on  Bigi. 
Descended  to  W^giB. 
Steam  (10  A.M.)  toLaoeme,    saw 
town,  and  the  Swiss  monnment. 
'       ""    ■  Winkel  ;    boat    to 


Walked    to    ' 
I   Gestad. 
[walked  to  Sa< 
„   rWalked  over  I 


a  SachsleD. 
Walked  over  the  Briinig  to  Hej'- 
~~   \   ctngen,  and  on  to  Guttanen. 

I  Walled  to  Hospice  of  Grimsel, 
„„  J   breakfasting  at  Hanilek. 

\  Descended  to  Rhone  Glacier,  and 
y  returned  to  Guttanen. 
„ .  ^Walked  to  Rosenlani,  turning  off 
■^  \    at  Bcicbenbach. 

(Walked    on   Bosenlaui  Glacier, 
and     oyer    the    Scheidegg    to 
Grindelwftld,  viBiling  the  Upper 
■,    Glacier :    thence    ascended   the 
J  Wengem  Alp,  to  sleep  at  the 
I  "  Jungfrau  Gasthans." 
iDescended    to    Lauterbrnnnen ; 
„„    I    gawtheStaubbach:  UtenceontO 
"     {   InlerLaken,   and  walked   about 
\  shores  of  Lake  Brienz. 
(Walked  to  Nenbaus  on  Lake  of 
„  J   Thim. 
■"  IRow-boaltoSpieE. 

IWalked  to  Kandersleg. 

!  Walked  oter  Gemmi  to  Leuker- 
bad  ;  visited  the  baths  :  walked 
to  and  ascended  the  ladders. 
Walked  by  direct  path  tfi  Sion  ; 
saw  castles  there ;  and  diligence 
toMartigny. 
„  f  Walked  over  Tete  Hoire  to 
"^  \  Charaoony. 


Walked  up  Breven  by  footpath, 
34  hours,  including'^  hr.'a  rest 

Returned  to  Chamouny. 

Walked  to  Serroz. 

Char  to  St.  Martin. 
Chai  to  Geneva. 
Saw  town,  and  walked   to  the   - 

confluence  of  Arve  and  Rhone- 
Steamer  to  ViUeneuve. 
Walked  to  Castle  of  Chitlon,  and 

ou  to  chalets  of  A  vanta  to  sleep. 
.  (Walked  over  the  Jaman  to  BuUe. 
'  I  Char  to  Freyburg. 

IWalked  about  town  of  Freyborg, 
and  over  S  bridges. 
Char  to  Berne. 
Saw  the  town. 
Evening  diligence  to  Basle. 
Our   proposed    route    from   Chia- 
venna  was  to  have   slept  same  night 
at  Colico ;  then, 
1st  day,  Lake  of  Como,  and  sleep  at 

2nd  day,  ATilan  by  railway,  and  back. 
3rd  day.   Steam    10   Menaggia,    and 

walk  to  Lugano. 
4th  day.  Lake  of  Li^ano,  and  walk 

to  Luiuo. 
Sth  day.  Steam  down  Logo  Maggiore, 

back  to  Bellinzona. 
But  Orta  and  its  lake  are  well  worth 
visiting  ;  also  the  MonCerone. 

F.— TOUE  OF  ABOUT  TEH  WeEKB. 

Scbaffhausen. 
Constance. 
St.  Gall. 


Kalfouser  ThaL 

gtacheiberg  and  Linth  Thai    - 
Kliin  and  Muotta  ThaL 
Einsiedeln. 
Rapperschwyl, 
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Ripi. 

SchwTtK. 

Bnimien. 

Fluelen. 

Altorf. 

Andermmtt. 

Val  Fomwus;  ¥tlla  of  Tosa. 
.  Ones  Glacier. 
Rh6De  Glacier. 
GrimseL 
Meyringen. 
Up  the  BriiniK  for  the  vieH',  ui' 

Brieiu  fur  tbe  Gi«abu:h  Fftll. 
Meyringen. 
Scheideck— Boseolaili. 
Faulhom. 
Grindelwald. 
Wengem  Alp. 


^odeTBl 


SLBenurd. 

Cormajenr,  or  PrS  St.  LidJer. 

Up  the  Mount  Cnunont  and  back. 

Allee  Blanche. 

Nant  Boarant,  or  ContsnulieB. 

Chamonni. 

Flee^re;  MontaHTert. 

Jorain,  Sec. 

Col  da  Balme,  and  Tfite  Noire. 

Mortigny. 


NeuchiteL 

Yr«rdnn. 

Orbe  and  the  D6ie. 

Geneva. 


G.— A     SoMMBB'a     TODB    OT    TuttEE 

HbHTBB,  to  include  all  ilw  spoti 
beat  worth  notice  in  Switierland, 
passing  as  little  as  Doasible  twice 
over  the  Mme  ground. 

•,•  The  figures  are  the  numbers  of 
the  Routes  in  which  each  place  is 
described. 

Basle,  1. 

HIinster  Thai,  1. 

Bieone,  1  (Isle  St.  Pierre,  *5). 

NeuchiUi],  44. 

[Chaux  de  Foods  ?  4S]. 

Yverdnn,  45. 

Orbe,  50. 

Lac  de  Jool,  50. 

Morat,  43. 

Freyburg,  43. 

Bern,  34. 

Soleure,8. 

Wcisaeniteui,  3. 

Schintznach,  6 

Schaffhausen,  't 

Bhilie  Fall,  7. 

Constance,  7. 

St.  Gall,  66. 

Gais  and  AppenaeU,  «8;    Wiisoao, 

Sentis;  WiidkirchlsiB,  68. 

RappraachwyL  14^ 

Zurich,  8. 

Zug,  by  the  Allna,  15  and  16. 

Arth  and  Giddau,  IT. 

Bigi.17. 

Weggisi  Bar<^Dn,  18. 

Bmnaen  (Schwyt*),  IT. 

Altorf;  34, 

Surenen  Pass,  31. 

Engelberg,  31. 

Slani,  31. 

Lucerne,  16. 

Brunig,  19. 

Meyringen,  37. 

Brieni  and  Gietbach,  37. 

Interlacben,  27. 

Thun,  27. 

Knuoenthal,  41. 

Sanetsch  Pass,  40. 

Siaa,  59. 

Rawyl  Pass,  39. 

VwMnem,  [  37. 

Lkoterbnuinen,    ]  . 
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30. 


Orindelwald, 

Fmolhorn, 

Scheideck, 

Meyringen, 

BhoDe  Glacier 


Vtl  Fonaama.;  ToBft  Fall,  29. 

Airolo,  34. 

St.  Gothard;  Deril's  Bridge,  34. 

Altorf,  34. 

Schicheo  Thai,     i 

KlMBen, 


Muotta,  /  '^■ 

Schwyts,  17. 

Moiwarten,     1  _. 

Einwedetn,     /  '*■ 

We»eti,14. 

Xabe  of  Wallenstadt,  14. 

PfefieFB'  Baths,  67. 

Kilfenaer  Thai,  T6. 

SernfC  Thai  ;  Segnes  FasB,  76. 

DUsentis,  77. 

BeichenaD,  67. 

Coire,67. 

Jnlier  Pass;  St  MoriU,  62. 

Engadine,  84. 

flnstermiinz.  I  In  TyroL    See  Hand- 

Stelvio.  /      book  S.  Geimanj. 

Bemina,  85. 

UalojaPass,  9S. 

Chiavenna,  88. 

SplQKen  Pass,  88. 

ria&la_back,87. 

^iigen  village,  87, 

Bernardin,  9(b, 

BelHnzoiui,  90. 

Locarno,  91. 

Lngano;  Monte  Salvadore,  92. 

L^o  di  Como;  Bellagio,  93. 

Como;  MilBD;  Sesto,  59~Cor  Como 

Varose;  Aroott,  59.] 
Lagod'Orta,  101  and  103. 


Batenoi  Monterone,  59. 

Domo  d'Ossola,  59. 

SimploD,  59. 

Brieg,  59. 

Baths  of  Leuk,  38. 

Gemtni  and  bock,  3S.     - 

Martigny,  59. 

Great  Sl  Bemard,  lOB. 

AosU,  107. 

Pre  8l-Didier,  114. 

Moot  Cramont,  114. 

AUt-e  Blanche,         1 

Coldela  Seigne,     [    118. 

Col  da  BonhcHiuDe, } 

Chaznouiu,  115. 

Pleg^re)  MontaDveit-,  Mer  de  Qlaoe, 

115. 
Col  deBalme,  and  T^te  Noire,  lie,;il7. 
MartignT,  59. 
Bei,57. 
Vevay,         ) 
ChiUon,       )  55  and  5«. 


Geneva,  5-2. 


daji  Cologne,  2nd;  Frankfurt,  Sid; 
and  Basle  on  the  4tii  daj. 
Basle  to  liondon,  4  days. 

lioadoQ  to  Geneva,  by  Paris,  4  or  5 
days,  by  railway  and  malle-poate. 

London  to  Lucerne,  5  days. 

Lncerne  to  Milan,  by  the  St.  Qo- 
thard,  30  hrs.  An  excellent  diligence 
traverses  this  pass — and  this  is  the 
best  and  qnickesi  way  to  visit  the 
Italian  lakea 

Strasbourg,  by  Zurich,  to  SplUgen 
villBge,  36  hrs. 

ClianJ>6ry  to  Lyons.  A  railroad 
conveys  passengers  to  Aix  in  ^  hr., 
whence  a  steamer  crosses  the  Lac  de 
Boni^t,  and  descends  Iho  Rhflne  to 
Lyons  in  9  hrs.  daily,  except  Sanday. 


S  15.    ALPLNS  PABBE8. 

Ko  part  of  tie  Alps  is  more  interestii^,  either  in  a  picturesque  or  iu  an 
histDtical  point  of  view,  than  the  passable  gaps  or  notches  in  the  Tidge  of 
the  great  chain,  and  the  minor  mountain  bnttreases  branching  from  it, 
whereby  aloue  ^lia  ooloasal  wall  ot  momUaiuB  may  be  scaled,  and  a  direct 
passage  and  communicatioa  maintained  betveen  northern  and  seutfaeni 
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EiiTope,  ta  well  as  between  one  valley  and  auother.  It  has  been  throu)i;h 
these  depressions  that  the  great  tide  of  population  has  poured  since  the 
earUest  times ;  from  these  outlets  have  issued  the  barbarian  swarms  which 
so  often  desolated,  and  at  last  annihilated  the  Boman  Empire. 

There  are  more  than  60  passes  over  the  Swiss  portion  of  the  Alpine 
chain  alone,  or  imtaediately  communicating  with  the  Swiss  frontier.  The 
following  are  the  most  remarkable  :• — The  Simplon,  St.  Gothard,  Ber- 
nardine,  Spliigen,  Saanen-moser,  am  8(oaa,  Wildhaus,  all  traversed  by 
excellent  highroads,  most  skilfully  conatmcted,  and  passable  for  heavy 
carriages.  To  these  may  now  be  added  the  Jnlier  and  Matoja.  The 
Albula,  Bemina,  Buffalora,  practicable  for  light  chars  ;— and  the  Col  de 
Trient,  Col  de  Ferret,  Grand  St.  Bernard,  Col  de  Fenetre,  Cervin  (Matter- 
horn),  Moro,  Gries,  Niifanen,  Furca,  Grimsel,  Great  and  Little  Soheideck, 
Gemmi,  Kawyl,  Sanetsch,  (iheville,  Snsten,  Surenen,  Briioig,  Septimer, 
Engatelen,  Jochli,  Klausen,  Oberalp,  Lukmanier,  Kistengrat,  Panix,  Segnes, 
La  Foppa,  Lenzerheide,  Stutz,  Greina,  Vago,  Casanna,  Monte  del  Oro, 
Druser  and  Schweltzer-Thor,  Schlapiner  Joch,  &c.  &c.,  which  are  either 
bridle-paths  or  mere  footpaths,  and  more  or  less  difScult  and  dangerous. 

In  seeking  a  passage  over  the  AIjm,  the  most  obvious  course  was  to  find 
out  the  valleys  which  penetrate  farthest  inte  the  great  chain,  following 
the  course  of  the  rivers  to  their  sources,  and  then  to  take  the  lowest  tra- 
versable part  in  order  to  descend  the  opposite  side.  The  variety  and 
sudden  transition  presented  by  such  a  route  are  highly  interesting.  In  the 
course  of  one  day's  journey  the  traveller  passes  from  tie  climate  of  summer 
to  winter,  through  spring.  The  alteration  in  the  productions  keeps  pace 
with  that  of  the  temperature.  Leaving  behind  him  stubble-fields,  whence 
the  com  has  been  removed  and  housed,  he  comes  te  fields  yet  yellow  and 
waving  in  the  ear  ;  a  few  miles  farther  and  the  crop  is  still  green  ;  yet 
higher,  and  com  refuses  to  grow.  Before  quitting  the  region  of  com  he 
enters  one  of  dark,  apparently  interminable  forests  of  pine  and  larch, 
clothing  the  mount^n-sides  in  a  sober  vestment.  Above  this  the  hay- 
makers are  collecting  the  short  grass,  the  only  produce  which  the  ground 
will  yield.  Yet  the  stranger  must  not  suppose  that  all  is  barrenness 
even  at  this  elevation.  It  seems  as  thoj^h  nature  were  determined  to 
make  one  last  effort  at  the  confines  of  the  region  of  vegetation.  From 
beneath  the  snow-bed,  and  on  the  very  vei^e  of  the  glacier,  the  pi-ofusion 
of  flowers,  their  great  variety,  and  surpassing  beauty,  are  exceedingly  sur- 
prising. Some  of  the  gr«itest  ornaments  of  our  gardens,  here  bom  to 
blush  unseen, — gentians  and  lilies,  hyacinths  and  blue-bells,  intermised 
with  bushes  of  the  red  rhododendron,  the  loveliest  production  of  the  Alps, 
scattered  over  the  velvet  turf,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  (»rpet  of  richest 
pattern.  The  insect  world  is  not  less  abundant  and  varied, — thousands  of 
winged  creatures  are  seen  hovering  over  the  flowers,  enjoying  their  short 
existence,  for  the  summer  at  these  elevations  lasts  but  for  3  or  4  weeks  : 
the  rapid  progress  of  vegetation  to  maturity  is  equalled  by  the  rapidity  of 
its  decay,  and  in  8  or  10  days  flowers  and  butterflies  have  passed  away. 
Above  this  region  of  spring,  with  its  gush  of  springs,  its  young  herbage 
and  vivid  greensward,  its  hum  of  insects  just  burst  forth,  and  its  natural 
flower-beds  glittering  with  rain-drops,  that  of  winter  in  lapland  or  Siberia 

•  Hr.BrockodonlmidinirsWvinuriiiiedUiain,  tuUiwlthhtapwdlHid  pen.  in  tak  beuillfal 
vork  ntlUed  "  The  Pun  ot  Ilia  Alpa,"  i  Tok.  Vo. 
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succeeds.  All  uound  the  nunmit  of  a  pew  over  tlie  hi^  Alpa  i»  either 
SDOw,  glacier,  or  bore  rock.  The  only  plants  that  grow  are  dry  lichens, 
which  seem  intended  hut  to  keep  up  the  aemblauoe  of  v^etation,  and  to 
perpetuat«  Nature's  cheerful  hues  of  gceeu.  The  niTeGed  air  is  icy  cold, 
and  exerciBe  and  quick  motion  are  necessajT  to  keep  up  the  circulation  of 
the  blood.  The  agreeable  murmur  of  falling  wat«r,  which  has  accom- 
panied the  traveller  hitherto  incessantly,  here  ceases, — all  is  solitude  and 
silence,  interrupted  only  by  the  shritl  whittle  of  the  marmot,  or  (he  hoarse 
cawing  of  an  ill-omened  raven.  The  ptarmigan  starta  up  from,  among 
heaps  of  uumelted  snow  at  the  traveller's  approach,  and  the  lammei^eyer 
(the  condor  of  the  Alps),  disturbed  in  bis  repast  on  the  carcass  of  a  sheep 
or  cow,  is  Been  soaring  upwards  in  a  succession  of  corkscrew  sweeps  tilt  he 
guns  the  ridge  of  the  Alps,  and  then  disappears. 

Such  are  the  remarkable  gradations  which  the  stranger  encounters  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  on  a  single  pass  of  the  Alps  ;  Imt  the  most  striking 
change  of  all  is  that  from  the  region  of  snow  and  ice  on  the  top  of  the 
niountun,  to  the  sunny  clime  and  rich  vegetation  of  Italy,  which  await 
the  traveller  at  the  S.  foot  of  the  Alps.    (See  Rte.  59.) 

The  works  of  Nature,  however,  will  not  entirely  occupy  the  attention 
and  wonder  of  the  wanderer  in  such  a  pass  ;  at  least  a  share  will  be  de- 
manded for  admiration  of  the  works  of  man.  The  great  highways,  pass- 
able for  carriages,  over  the  high  Alps,  are,  indeed,  most  surprising  monu- 
ments of  human  gkill  and  enterprise  in  surmounting  what  would  appear, 
at  first  sight,  to  be  intended  by  Nature  ss  insurmouiitable.  These  proud 
constructions  of  art  thread  the  valleys,  cross  the  ddbria  of  rivers  on  long 
causeways,  skirt  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  with  walls  of  rook  totteriiw 
over  th^n,  and  torrents  thundering  below.  Where  the  steep  and  hard 
surface  of  the  cliff  has  not  left  an  inch  of  space  for  a  goat  to  climb  along, 
they  are  conducted  upon  high  terraces  of  solid  masonry,  or  through  a  notdi 
blasted  by  gunpowder  in  the  wall  of  rock.  In  many  instances  a  projecting 
buttress  of  the  mount^n  has  blocked  up  all  passage  for  ages,  saying  "  thus 
&r  and  no  farther  i"  the  skill  of  the  modem  ei^neer  has  pieroed  through 
tiiis  a  tunnel  or  gallery ;  and  the  difBoulty  is  vanquish«l,  without  the 
least  change  in  the  level  of  the  road. 

SoBietimee  an  impediment  of  this  nature  is  eluded  by  throwing  bridges 
over  the  dizzy  gorge,  and  shiftji^  the  road  from  side  to  side,  frequently 
2  or  3  times  within  the  apace  of  half  a  mile.  Often  the  road  reaches  a 
spot  down  which  the  winter  avalanches  take  their  habitual  course  every 
year,  sweeping  everything  before  them,  and  which,  even  in  summer, 
appears  reeking  and  dripping  vritb  the  lingering  fragments  of  snow  which 
it  has  left  behind.  Will  not  so  irresistible  an  ant^onist  arrest  the  course 
of  this  frail  undertaking  of  man  ?  Not  even  the  avalanche ; — in  such  a 
situation  the  road  either  buries  itself  in  subterranean  galleries,  driven 
through  the  mountain,  or  is  sheltered  by  massive  arcades  of  masonry, 
sometimes  half  a  mile  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long.  Over  these  the 
avalanche  glides  harml^sly,  and  is  turned  into  the  depths  below. 

Every  opportunity  is  seized  of  gainii^,  by  easy  ascents,  a  higher  level 
for  the  road ;  at  length  comes  the  main  ascent,  the  central  ridge,  to  be 
surmounted  only  by  hard  climbing.  This  is  overcome  by  a  succession  of 
rigzag  terraces,  called  tovmiqtieU  or  giravoile,  connected  tcwether  by  wide 
curves,  to  allow  carriages  to  tumea«ly  and  rapidly.  So  skilful  is  their  ccot- 
[ftritt.]  C 
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Btruction,  witih  sncb  Msy  bends  and  so  gmdatti  ft  slope,  that  in  many  Alpine 
lOads  the  postilions,  with  hone*  aectaU/med  to  the  road,  trot  down  at  a. 
rapid  pace.  Sometimes  as  many  as  50  of  these  zigzt^s  succeed  one 
another  without  interruption ;  and  the  traveller,  as  he  passes  backwards 
and  forwards,  hoTeriog  over  tlie  valley,  is  as  though  suspended  to  a 
pendnlnm,  and  Bwin<png  to  and  fro.  The  road  itself  has  a  most  singular 
a0)earance,  twisted  about  like  an  uncoiled  rope  or  a  riband  imwound. 
"  O'er  ihc  Simplon,  o'er  the  Spliigen  winds 

A  path  of  pleasure.    Like  a  eiWer  zone 

Flung  about  carelessly,  it  shines  star, 

CatcUng  the  eye  in  many  a  broken  link. 

In  many  a  turn  and  traverae  as  it  g^es ; 

And  oft  above  and  oft  below  appears. 

Seen  o'er  the  wall  by  one  who  joumeya  up 

As  tfaongh  it  were  another,  through  the  trUi, 

Leading  along,  he  knows  not  whence  or  whither. 

Tet  throogh  its  fairy  course  go  where  it  will. 

The  torrent  stopa  it  not,  the  ru^ed  rock 

OpeUB  aud  lets  i    ' 


Through  glens  lock'd  up  before," — J 


The  travelling-carriage  descends  sometimes  r^idLy  and  without  inter- 
ruption for  an  hour,  A  dr^  of  tempered  iron  is  quickly  worn  down,  in 
that  time,  as  thin  as  the  blade  of  a  kiufe,  so  great  is  the  friction.  It  is 
advisable  to  substitote  for  the  iron  drag  a  noodea  sabot^  formed  of  the 
section  of  a  fii-tree,  with  a  groove  cut  in  the  centre  to  admit  the  wheel. 

The  winter's  snow  usoally  falls  upon  the  Alpine  passes  more  than 
5000  ft.  high  about  the  seoond  week  in  October  (sometimeB  earUer),  and 
continues  till  the  first  or  second  week  in  June.  Yet  even  aft«t  this,  the 
passage  across  the  neck  or  Col,  as  it  is  called,  is  not  stopped,  except  for  a 
few  days,  until  the  sdow  can  be  cleared  away.  In  some  of  the  minor  passes, 
indeed,  l^raversed  by  a  mere  rough  footpath  or  bridle-path,  the  trafBc  ia 
much  increased  after  the  fall  of  the  snow,  which,  by  filling  up  depreEsioDB 
and  smoothing  the  way,  permits  the  transport  of  heavy  merchandise  <ai 
sle<i^^,  which  move  easily  over  the  surface  as  soon  as  it  is  hardened. 

Along  the  lines  of  the  great  carriagK-roads  atr<mg  houses  are  erected  at 
intervals,  called  Maiams  de  Be/age,  Case  di  Ricovetv,  occuped  by  peraons 
railed  Cantouniers,  who  are  employed  in  mending  the  road  and  keeping  it 
free  from  enow  in  winter,  and  are  also  paid  to  asdst  travellers  in  danger 
during  Buow-atormB. 

As  near  as  possible  to  the  Bummit  of  the  pass  a  Hoipice  is  generally 
erected,  usually  occupied  by  a  band  of  charitable  monks,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  O-reat  St.  Bernard,  the  Simplon,  Cenis,  St.  Gothard,  &c.  The  direction 
of  the  road  across  the  summit  of  the  ridge  is  marked  by  a  line  of  1^11  polea, 
which  project  above  the  snow,  and,  from  being  painted  black,  are  easily 
lecognised.  Patrols  are  sent  out  from  the  hospice  in  tempestuous  weather, 
when  the  tourraente  ia  raging  and  the  mist  and  falling  snow  hide  the  land- 
marks, to  guide  the  travellera  on  their  way  and  rescue  Uiose  in  danger.  Bells 
are  also  rung  at  such  times,  that  the  sound  may  aid  when  the  sight  fails. 

The  rooming  after  a  fall  of  snow  labourers  and  peasants  are  assembled 
from  all  sides  to  shovel  it  off  from  the  road.  Where  it  is  not  very  deep,  it  is 
cleared  away  by  a  snow-plough  drawn  by  6  or  8  oxen.    As  the  winter 
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ftdvanoei  and  {reek  btla  occar,  the  mov  MxnunnltiteB,  and  the  rood  near 
the  sunuuit  of  a.  pcua  preseata  the  Hingular  aspect  of  a  path  or  lane  cut 
between  walls  of  snow  Eometijiiea  10  or  20  ft.  high.  Carrittgei  are  token 
off  their  wbaela  and  fastened  upon  BltxlgeB  ;  ropee  are  Utoobed  to  the  roof, 
whirfi  are  held  by  G  or  8  Htuidy  guides  running  along  on  each  aide,  to 
(vevent  the  vehicle  upoetting  utd  rolling  over  the  sln^ry  ice  down  a 
precipice.  In  this  manner  very  high  paasei  are  crossed  in  the  depth  of 
winter  with  little  risk.  Tke  spring  is  a  season  during  which  far  greater 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  iba  avaisnches  whi<^  then  fall. 

§  16.   CHALETS  AUD  FAffinitAOKS. 

Ptoia  the  mountainous  nature  of  Switxerland  and  its  high  elevation, 
the  greater  part  of  the  surface,  more  than  1800  ft.  above  the  sea,  which  is  • 
not  bare  rook,  is  pasture-land.  The  wealth  of  the  people,  like  that  of  the 
patriarchs  of  old,  in  a  great  measure  lies  in  cattle  and  their  produce,  on  which 
account  the  pastoral  Ofe  of  the  Swiss  deserves  some  attention.  The  bright 
verdure  of  the  meadows  which  clothe  the  valleys  of  Switzerland  is  one  of 
the  distinguishing  features  of  the  country ;  and  the  music  of  the  cow-beUs, 
borne  along  by  the  evening  breeie,  is  one  of  the  sweetest  sounds  that  gteet 
the  traveller's  ear. 

The  Alps,  or  mountdn-posturages,  for  that  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Alp  in  SwiUeiland  and  Tyrol,  are  either  the  property  of  individuals  or  of 
the  commudb  ;  to  a  certain  extent  common  land,  in  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  neighbouring  town  or  village  have  the  right  of  pasturing  a  certain 
number  of  head  of  cattle. 

"  In  the  spring,  as  soon  as  the  snow  has  disappeared,  and  the  youiw 
grass  sprouts  up,  the  cattle  are  sent  from  the  villages  up  t«  the  first  and 
fower  pastures.  Should  a  certain  portion  of  these  be  exhausted,  they 
change  their  quarters  to  anoliier  part  of  the  mount^n.  Here  they  staf 
till  about  the  10th  or  12th  of  June,  whea  the  cattle  are  driven  to  the 
middle  ranges  of  pastures.  That  portion  of  the  herds  intended  for  a  summer 
campaign  on  the  h^best  Alps  remain  here  till  the  beginning  of  July,  and 
on  the  ith  of  that  mtaith  generally  ascend  to  them ;  return  to  the  middle 
nmge  of  pastures  about  T  or  8  weeks  afterwards,  spend  Ukere  about  14  days 
or  3  weeks,  to  eat  the  aftersrsss  ;  and  finally  return  into  the  valleys  abont 
the  lOlii  or  11th  of  October,  where  they  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  ths 
villages  till  driven  by  the  snow  and  tempests  of  winter  into  the  stables. 

"  Tliat  portion  of  the  cattle,  on  the  other  hand,  which  is  not  destined 
to  pass  the  summer  on  the  higher  Alps,  and  are  necessa^  for  the  supply 
of  the  village  with  milk  and  butter,  desoend  from  the  middle  pastures  on 
the  4th  of  July  into  the  valley,  and  consume  the  grass  upon  the  pasturage 
belonging  to  the  commune,  till  the  winter  drives  them  under  shelter.  The 
very  highest  Alpine  pasturages  are  never  occupied  more  than  3  or  4  weeks 
at  tiie  furthest." — Lalrobe. 

Sometimes  the  owners  of  the  cattle  repajr  in  jjerson  to  the  Alps,  and 
|«ss  the  summer  among  them  along  with  their  families,  superintendutg  the 
herdsmen,  and  assisting  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  The  best  cheeses 
are  mitde  upon  pastures  3000  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  in  the  vales  of  Simraen 
and  Saanen  (GruySre)  and  in  the  Emmenthal.  The  beat  cows  there  yield, 
in  summer,  between  20  lbs,  and  40  lbs.  of  milk  daily,  and  each  cow  pro- 
daces,  by  the  end  of  the  season  of  4  months,  ou  an  average,  2  cwt.  of  cheeHe. 
The  life  of  the  cowherd  (Fr.  Vacher,  Germ,  Serarter)  is  by  no  means  such 


an  esistence  of  pleasnre  its  romancea  !n  general,  aod  that  of  BotuBean  in 
particular,  have  repreaented  it.  His  labours  are  udoous  and  constant ; 
he  has  to  collect  80  or  90  oowh  twice  a-day,  to  be  milked,  to  look  after 
stragglers,  to  make  the  cheese,  and  keep  all  the  ntensils  employed  in  the 
process  in  the  roost  perfect  state  of  cleanlineM. 

The  ChSUt  (Gterm.  Sennhiitte)  in  which  he  resides  is  literally  a  It^-hut, 
formed  of  trunks  of  pines,  notched  at  the  extremities  so  as  to  fit  into  one 
another  at  the  angles  of  the  building,  where  they  cross  r  it  has  a  low  flat 
roof,  weight«d  with  shmes  to  keep  fust  the  shingle-roof  and  prevent  ita 
being  blown  awayby  the  wind.  A  building  of  this  kind  is  rarely  air-tight 
or  water-tight.  The  interior  is  usually  blackened  with  smoke  and  very 
dirty,  boasting  of  scarcely  any  furniture,  except,  perhaps,  a  table  and  rude 
bench,  and  the  apparatus  of  the  dairy,  iselndii^  a  huge  kettle  for  heating 
the  milk,  A  tnisB  of  straw,  in  the  loft  above,  serves  the  inmates  for  a 
bed.  The  ground  around  the  hut  on  the  outside  is  usually  poached  by 
the  feet  of  the  cattle,  and  the  heaps  of  mud  and  dung  render  it  difficult  to 
approach  the  door.  This  description  applies  to  the  commoner  sort  of 
chfttete ;  thtse  in  which  the  owners  themselves  reside  are  gener^ly  better, 
but  they  are  also  less  numeious.  There  is  another  kind  of  ch&let,  a  mere 
shed  or  bam,  in  which  the  hay  is  housed  until  the  winter,  when  it  is  con- 
veyed over  the  snow  in  sledges  down  to  the  villages  below.  A  pastoral 
Swiss  valley  is  usually  speckled  over  with  huts  of  this  kind,  giving  it  the 
appearance,  to  a  stranger,  of  being  mnoh  more  populous  than  it  is  in 
reality :  in  the  Simmenthal  alone  there  are,  it  is  said,  10,000  chllets. 

The  herdsmen  shift  their  habitations  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  pas- 
turages, as  their  cattle  ascend  and  descend  the  Alps,  at  different  seasoua, 
and  they  sometimes  have  2  or  3  places  of  temporary  abode.  The  weary 
traveller  in  search  of  repose  or  refreshment,  aft«r  a  long  day's  journey,  is 
often  disappointed,  on  approaching  what  he  eonoeives  to  be  a  human 
habitation,  to  find  either  that  it  is  a  mere  hay-bam,  or  else  a  deserted 
ch&let ;  and  thereby  learns,  with  mnch  mortification,  that  he  has  still 
some  tedious  miles  to  trudge  before  he  can  reach  the  first  permanently 
occupied  dwelling.  What  an  agreeable  contrast  to  reach  a  well-appointed 
ch&let  of  the  better  sort,  where  delicious  milk,  cooled  in  the  mountain 
stream,  fresh  bnttar,  brwd,  and  cheese,  are  spread  out  on  a  clean  napkin 
before  the  hnngry  and  tared  stranger ! 

The  cattle  are  frequently  enticed  home,  at  milking-time,  by  the  offer  of 
salt,  which  they  relish  highly,  and  which  is,  besides,  considered  whole- 
some, 'fhe  allowance  for  a  cow,  in  some  parts  of  Switzerland,  is  41bs.  or 
S  lbs-  of  salt  in  a  quarter  of  a  year. 

%  17.  OLACiEtts*  (OBBM.  OLBTSCHBB :  iTAi..  ohiaociaia), 
'    The  Glaciera  are  one  of  the  most  sublime  features  of  the  Alps,  and  one 
of  the  most  wonderful  phenomena  of  nature.  A  glacier  may  be  described  as 
a  stream  oF  ice,  descending  into  the  valleys  of  high  mountain  chains,  fed  by 
the  snow  which  occupies  their  tops  and  fills  the  nollows  and  clefts  between 

*  "Hio  bat  lafbmitlaD  n«p«elliig  BUcteri  it  Ca  be 
Alja,"  ■ll«d  J  iHndnd  Is  i    in  Aguut's  "  Elud™  Bj 

tDEUche  Alp«mis«;'^  bat  th«  gnnndwark  la  thfl  frKC«ii«iL  aacnniob  or  sumon  In  nia 
"  Vofiga  Stat  la  Alpn.'  Locml  nuns  fcr  glielen  iB  Tyrol,  Fin ;  bi  Csinthli,  Kn>  \  in  tha 
Grianu,  Widsrur  Vrina;  In  put  itf  It^j,  VsdreUa  i  In  Iba  VilUii,  Biuia )  binsdmoU. 
ftnlie  1  In  the  Pyiawa,  BmetlE 
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their  peaks  and  ridges ;  what  it  loses  at  ita  tower  end  by  the  increased 
temperature  is  supplied  by  the  bdow  which  falls  during  the  aucceeding 
winters.  The  accumulated  snow  which  falls  during  nine  montlis  of  the 
year  on  the  higher  summits  and  valleys,  remains  for  some  time  a  dty  and 
lorae  powder,  until  the  heat  of  the  summer  sun  begins  io  melt  it,  and  the 
nuns,  also  penetrating  it,  convert  it  into  a  slushy  mass,  which  the  suc- 
ceeding frosts  consolidate,  first  a  granular  heap,  and  aftenvards,  in  conse- 
qoence  of  repeated  thawings  and  freezings,  the  whole  undei^oes  a  fiesh 
crystallization,  being  converted  into  ice  of  a  coarser  grain  and  leas  compact 
sabetance  than  common  ice.  There  appearB  to  be  a  regular  tiansitian  from 
tlie  loose  powdery  snow  to  the  more  dense  ice  of  the  elacier.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Alps,  indeed,  have  distinct  terms  for  uiese  modifications  of 
the  snowy  covering  of  the  high  Alps.  The  upper  granular  and  uncon- 
solidated part  they  call  Fim,  or  N^vrf  in  French,  and  apply  the  term 
CHaeier  (Gletgcher)  to  the  lower  limbs  of  more  solid  ice,  which  stretch 
down  intx)  the  valleys.  The  Fim,  or  N^v^,  is  a  region  of  complete  deso- 
lation ;  no  animal  intrudes  upon  it  save  a  chance  insect,  and  only  the 
scantiest  lichens  appear  on  the  rocks  around  it.  The  fim  occurs  only  at  a 
height  where  the  snow  which  falls  in  the  winter  does  not  entirely  dis- 
appear in  the  course  of  the  following  year  ;  while  that  which  falls  on  the 
lower  glacier  is  almost  always  melted  in  the  course  of  the  following 
summer,  ani}  never  combines  with  the  ice.  Hugi  maintains  that  the  point 
at  wliich  fim  changes  to  glacier  is  invariable  among  the  Alps  ;  and  his 
inveBtigations  fix  it  at  an  elevation  of  about  7600  ft.  above  the  sea~level.* 

Eecher  has  computed  the  number  of  glaciers  amoi^  the  Bwies  A\pt  at 
600,  and  the  extent  of  surface  occupied  by  them  at  60  German  square  m. ; 
this,  however,  must  be  but  a  v^ue  estimate.  They  vary  from  a  few 
square  yards  to  acres  and  miles  in  extent,  covering,  in  some  instances, 
whole  i£stricts,  filling  up  entirely  the  elevated  hollows  and  basins  between 
the  peaks  and  ridges  of  the  Alps,  and  sending  forth  arms  and  branches 
into  the  inhabited  valleys,  below  the  region  of  forests,  and  as  far  down  as 
the  level  at  which  corn  will  grow. 

It  is  such  offsets  of  the  glacier  as  these  that  are  presented  to  the  view 
of  tie  traveller  from  the  viUs^^es  ot  Chamouni  and  Grindelwald.  These, 
however,  are,  as  it  were,  but  the  skirts  and  fringes  of  that  vast  everlasting 
drapery  of  ice  which  clothes  all  the  upper  region  of  the  Alps.  These  fields 
or  tracts  of  uninterrupted  glacier  have  been  called  "  Seas  of  Ice  "  (Mers  de 
Glace,  Eismeeren),  eai  there  are  three  such  among  the  Swiss  and  Savo- 
J'ard  Alps,  which  merit  especial  mention ;  that  around  Mont  Blanc,  that 
around  the  Monte  Bosa  and  the  Oervin,  and  that  of  the  Bernese  Oberiand, 
around  the  Finster-Aar-Hom.  The  last  sends  out  no  less  than  13  branches, 
and  its  extent  has  been  estimated  at  126  square  m. 

"irbeie  mow  never  melu.  '    There  1>  no  ipot  on  l£«41li«',  nor  on  »ny  olhH  inow-clul  moan- 

ereo  on  Ihe  t^of  Mont  Blm  ;  but  iha™,.nd  on  the  inmmhT^  tho  Mhf  r  high  Alpi,  llie  Mcn- 
aolitiw  or  Biaw  iiK  (teat,  and  Ifae  dutacloD  oF  the  lun'i  heat  k  ahoR,  that,  in  tlie  end,  there 
fa  brnun  mow  than  Uh  iini  «n  dlwilve.    What  la  cnUed  "  lAd  ■■av  liiu"  iloei  not  depend  on 

■eeofdliw  to  Ihe  degree  otiatltnae  In  whleh  tha  mouotaln  !■  litiiated,  it  Taris  on  thetxaiidei 
or  the  me  moi^t&n.  bslD(  hli^iei  os  the  8.  ilde  than  the  N.  The  now  wiJl  Ukenlie  rett 
loDgeri  aadeitend  lower  down,  apDn  a  mountala  or  granite  than  apon  one  of  liDuwtdne,  Jn  pro- 

.tigDODa  i]aoiiiitalii%  memben  or  the  Huae  chain. 
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The  greatest  thickneu  of  the  glaciers  hsa  b«en  oomtnonly  eatimated  at 
between  600  and  800  ft.  Hugi  nrely  met  with  any  thickei  thaa  150  ft. ; 
he  calculates  the  aven^  deptb  at  between  60  and  100  ft.,  and  the 
greatest  thickueaa  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  on  the  N.  fiauk  of  Mont  ltlaIu^,  i* 
eElJmated  hy  Forbes  at  S50  ft.  deep.  Sausvnre  had  calculated  it  at  600 
ft.  Agassis  BBBDrcs  us  that  there  are  holes  in  the  Aar  gtader  V  80  ft.  deep. 
Notwithstanding  their  great  extent  and  solidity,  the  glaoieri  are  under- 
going a  perpetual  process  of  Teuovation  and  destruction.  The  arms  or 
skirts  descending  into  the  lower  valleys  are  gradually  distvlved  by  the  in- 
creased temperature  which  prevails  at  so  low  a  level.  The  summM  son, 
aided  by  particular  winda,  acts  upon  the  surface,  so  that,  in  tite  middle  of 
the  day,  it  abounds  in  pools,  and  ia  travelled  hy  rUla  of  water.  IIk  con- 
stant evaporation,  from  every  part  exposed  to  the  air,  produces  great 
diminution  in  the  upper  beds  ;  the  temperature  of  the  earth,  also,  which 
is  at  all  leasons  greater  than  that  of  ice,  melts  yearly  a  smsU  portiMi  of  its 
lower  surface,  r»iucing  the  bulk  and  height  of  the  glacier,  which,  towards 
the  end  of  snmmeT,  is  many  feet  lowered  and  shrunken.  The  vacancy 
thus  caused  is  entirely  lilted  up  from  above  by  the  winter's  snow  tailing 
upon  the  mountain-tops,  and  on  the  whole  upper  region  of  the  high  Alpt^ 
which  is  drifted  into  the  higher  valleys,  and  prewed  down  by  its  own 
weight.  Henceforth  the  ice-stream,  like  the  river,  moves  ouwud  steadUj 
by  day  and  night,  and  even  in  the  winter,  though  its  ^mtgress  is  slower^ 
»  The  glacier's  oM  and  restleis  mass 
Moves  onward  day  by  day." — Bgron. 
It  is  also  sensibly  retarded  by  hard  frost,  and  accelerated  by  thaw. 

The  cause  of  the  movement  of  glaciers  has  been  much  discusaed  and 
Tariously  explained.     De  Bauscnre  supposed  that  it  proceeds  from  their 
nraght  alone,  and  that  they  slide  down  the  inclined  surface  o!  the  valleys, 
aided  by  the  ice  melting  below,  in  contact  with  the  earth.     Others  havs 
thought  that  the  descent  was  caused  by  dilatation  of  the  glacier,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  water  that  penetrates  the  mass  of  ioe,  alternately  thawing 
and  freezing.     TTie  third,  and  apparently  the  correct  theory  of  their  motion, 
the  result  of  patient  and  acute  ^dy  of  glacier  phenomena,  is  that  of  Pro- 
fessor Forbes,  who  asserts  tiiat  "a  glacier  is  an  imperfect  fluid,  or  viscons 
body,  which  is  nigcd  down  slopes  of  a  certain  inclination  by  tiie  mntnal 
pressure  of  its  parts ;"  nearly  m  the  same  manner  as  lava  descends  frora 
'the  mouth  of  a  volcano,  or  honey  would  Sow  from  a  jar  overset.     Profeesor 
Forbes  elsewhere  expluna  that  "  a  glacier  is  not  coherent  ice  (like  tii«  ice 
of  a  river),  but  a  granular  compound  of  ice  and  water,  poaaessing,  under  . 
cert^n  circumstanceB,  especially  when  much  satuiated  with  water,  a  mde 
flembility,  senrible  even  to  the  hand."     This  viscous  character  of   the 
glacier  alone  will  account  for  its  passing  through  straits  formed  by  pro- 
jecting rocks,  which  contract  the  width  of  its  bed  sometimes  io  one-balf  of  . 
its  expanse  in  the  upper  part  of  a  valley,  and  around  promontories  wliit^   i 
intrude  to  turn  it  out  of  its  course.    From  obserfations  made  by  Forbes  , 
on  the  Uer  de  Glace,  the  rate  of  progress  of  that  glacier  was  found  to  be  , 
nearly  at  the  rate  of  2  ft,  in  W  hours.     The  centre  of  the  ice-stream  moTes 
quicker  than  the  udes,  and,  in  fact,  drags  them  after  it,  aa  would  be  ^^ 
case  with  any  other  semi-fluid. 

The  surface  of  the  mountain,  which  forms  the  bed  of  a  glacier,  howoTer 
bard,  is  subjected  to  an  extraordinary  piocesa  of  grinding  and  polishing 
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from  the  vflBt  mflBsea  of  ice  constantly  passing  over  it.  The  harder  frag- 
ments, such  as  granite  and  quaJtz,  interposed  hetween  the  ice  and  th4 
rock,  act  like  dimnouds  on  glass,  and  scratch  deep  and  long  grooves  on  the 
surface.  The  seat  of  ancient  glaciers,  which  have  now  entirel;  disappeared, 
may  still  be  discovered  by  the  fun«W8  left  behind  them  on  the  rocks. 

The  nature  of  the  upper  surlaoe  of  the  ice  depends  partly  upon  that  of 
the  ground  on  which  it  rests :  where  it  ia  even,  or  nearly  so,  the  ice  is 
smooth  and  level ;  but  whenever  the  supporUug  surface  becomes  slanting 
or  miBven,  the  glacier  begins  to  spUt  and  gape  in  all  directions.  As  it 
approaches  a  steeper  declivity  or  precipice,  the  layers  of  ice  are  displaced, 
upheaved,  and  squeezed  one  above  another ;  they  rise  in  toppling  cr^s, 
obelisks,  and  towers  of  the  moat  fantastic  shapes,  varying  in  height  from 
20  to  80  ft.  Being  unequally  melted  by  the  wind  and  sun,  they  are 
continually  tottering  to  their  fall,  either  by  their  own  weight,  or  the  pres- 
sure of  oUier  masses,  and,  tumbling  headlong,  are  shiveied  to  atoms  with 
a  roar  like  thunder. 

In  those  cases  in  which  the  glacier  passes  over  two  or  more  steep 
declivities,  these  aignilles  and  obelisks  of  ice  being  pressed  together  at  the 
bottom  of  the  descent,  close  up  agun,  and,  as  soon  as  the  surface  of  the 
mountain  below  them  is  level,  assume  a  nearly  level  and  compact  chaiacter 
on  lAieir  own  surface. 

The  glaciers  assume  this  fractured  character  only  when  the  foundation 
cm  which  they  rest  is  very  uneven,  generally  near  their  lower  estremity, 
when  they  begin  to  bend  down  towards  the  valley. 

The  Orevcatea,  or  fissures,  which  traverse  the  upper  portion  of  the 
glacier,  before  it  becomes  entirely  fractured  and  disruptured,  run  in  a 
ttMiflverae  direction,  never  extending  quite  across  the  ice-field,  but  nar- 
rowing out  at  the  extremities,  so  that  when  they  gape  too  wide  to  leap 
across,  they  may  always  be  turned  by  following  them  to  their  termi- 
nation. These  rents  and  fisaures  are  the  chief  source  of  danger  to  those 
who  cross  the  glaciers ;  sometimes,  from  their  numbers,  monotonous 
smncness  of  appearance,  and  perplexing  confusion,  by  which  the  tra- 
veller is  nearly  bewildered,  and  even  the  most  experienced  guides  are  fre- 
quently at  fault  and  lose  their  way,  and  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
extricating  themselves  from  their  intricacies.  Sometimes  the  crevasses  are 
concealed  by  a  treacherous  coating  of  snow;  and  many  ahold  chamois- 
hunter  has  found  a  grave  in  their  recesses.  Ebel  mentions  an  instance. of 
a  shepherd,  in  1T87,  who,  in  driving  his  fioclf  over  the  ice  to  a  high  pas- 
turage, had  the  misfortune  to  tumble  into  one  of  these  clefts.  He  fell  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  torrent  which  flowed  under  the  glacier,  and,  by  following 
ila  b^  under  the  vault  of  ice,  succeeded  in  reaching  the  foot  of  the  glacier 
with  a  broken  ajm.  The  man's  name  was  Christian  Boven :  he  waa 
living  in  1849,  and  acted  as  guide  to  the  upper  glacier  of  Grindelwald. 
More  melancholy  was  the  fate  of  M.  Mouron,  a  clergyman  of  Vevay :  he  was 
eogaged  in  making  some  scientific  researches  upon  the  glacier,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  leaning  over  to  examine  a  singular  well-shaped  aperture  in  the 
ice,  when  the  staff  on  which  he  rested  gave  way ;  he  was  precipitated  to 
the  bottom,  and  his  lifeless  and  mangled  body  was  recovered  from  tho 
depths  of  the  glacier  a  few  days  after. 

liiese  crevasses,  though  chiefly  formed  mechanically  by  the  movement 
of  the  glacier,  and  the  unequal  pressure  of  its  different  parts,  are  greatly 
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influenced  by  the  action  of  the  mm  and  wind.  The  8.B.  wind,  in  Uri  and 
among  the  Bernese  Alps,  ie  very  inBtrumental  in  causing  the  glacier  to 
split,  and  the  tond  reports  thas  occasioned,  called  by  the  herdainen  the 
(fTowlings  (brullen)  of  the  glacier,  are  regarded  as  a  sign  of  bad  weather. 
The  traveller  who  ventures  to  cross  the  Mer  de  Glace  of  Chamouni  or 
Bern,  may,  at  times,  both  hear  and  see  the  fissures  widening  around  him. 
The  crevasses  exhibit  in  perfection  the  beautiful  axttre  Hue  colour  of  the 
glacier ;  the  cause  of  which  has  not  been  satisfactorily  accounted  for. 
It  is  the  same  tint  of  ultranuirine  which  the  Bhdne  eihihits  at  Geneva, 
after  leaving  all  its  impurities  behind  it  in  the  lake  ;  aikd  the  writer  has 
oven  observed  the  same  beautiful  tint  in  footmarks  and  holes  made  in 
fresh-fallen  snow,  not  more  than  a  foot  deep,  among  the  h^i  Alps  od  the 
borders  of  Tyrol. 

The  traveller  who  baa  only  read  of  glaciers  is  often  disappointed  at  the 
first  sight  of  them,  by  the  appearance  of  their  surface,  which  is  rough, 
tossed  about  in  hillocks  and  gulHea,  and,  except  when  covered  with  fresh- 
fallen  (mow,  or  at  very  great  heights,  has  none  of  the  purity  which  migh( 
be  expected  from  fields  of  ice.  On  the  contrary,  it  eihibitB  a  surface  of 
dirty  white,  soiled  with  mud,  and  often  covered  with  stones  and  gravel. 
Snch  beds  of  stone,  dirt,  and  rubbish  are  common  to  most  glaciers,  and  are 
called  Moraines,  running  along  the  glacier  in  parallel  lines  at  the  sides 
(called  latend  Moraines,  German  Gandecken)  ;  or  in  the  middle  (fnedial 
Moraines,  in  German  Ouffer),  and  frontal  or  end  Monunes.  They  are 
formed  in  the  following  manner: — The  edges  of  the  ghtcier,  at  its  upper 
estremlty,  receive  tie  fragments  of  rock  detached  from  the  mountains 
around  by  the  destructive  agency  of  moisture  and  frost ;  but  as  the  glacier 
iteelf  is  constantly  descending,  this  fallen  rubbish  goes  along  with  it,  in- 
creased from  behindby  the  debris  ofeacbsucceeding  winter,  so  that  it  forms  a 
nearly  uninterrupted  line  from  the  top  of  the  ice-field  to  the  bottum. 
Wherever  the  glacier  from  one  valley  meets  that  of  another,  the  moraines 
from  the  two  unite  and  form  one,  running  down  the  centre  of  the  united 
glacier  instead  of  along  its  mai^n,  as  before.  Such  a  confluence  of  mo- 
raines is  well  seen  on  the  glacier  of  the  Aar  (Houte  28),  and  upon  the 
great  glaciers  descending  from  Monte  Hosa  six  or  eight  may  be  seen  run- 
ning side  by  side,  each  traceable  to  its  origin  by  the  nature  of  the  rocks 
composing  it. 

"  The  moraines  remain  upon  the  surface  of  the  glacier,  and,  unless 
after  a  very  long  or  very  uheven  course,  they  are  not  dissipated  or  in- 
gulfed. On  the  contrary,  the  largest  stones  attain  a  conspicaous  pre- 
eminence ;  the  heaviest  moraine,  far  from  indenting  the  stirfaoe  of  the  ice, 
or  sinking  amongst  its  substance,  rides  upon  an  icy  ridge  as  an  excrescence, 
which  gives  to  it  the  character  of  a  colossal  back-bone  of  the  glacier,  or 
sometimes  appears  like  a  noble  causeway,  fit,  indeed,  for  giants,  stretching 
away  for  leagues  over  monotonous  ice,  with  a  breadth  of  aome  hundreds 
of  feet,  and  raised  from  50  to  80  ft.  above  its  general  level.  Almost  every 
stone,  however,  rests  upon  ice ;  the  mound  is  not  a  mound  of  d^ria,  as  it 
might  at  first  sight  appear." — Forles. 

Asingular  circumstance  occurs  when  a  single  large  mass  ofrock  has  fallen 
upon  the  glader ;  the  shade  and  protection  from  tiie  sun's  rayfi  afforded  by 
the  stone  prevente  the  ice  on  which  it  rests  from  melting,  and,  while  the 
surtace  around  ia  graduatly  lowered,  it  remains  supported  on  a  pedestal  or 
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table,  like  &  moBfaroom  on  a  stalk,  often  attsinina;  a  height  of  KTerBl  feet. 
The  gltuaers  of  the  Au  fumigh  fine  examples  of  tbege  taHei  de»  glacien, 
as  thej  are  called.  The  surface  of  the  glacier  has  been  aaoertained  to  lose 
3  ft.  of  mrface  by  melting  iii  an  many  weeks.  An  exactly  opposite  phe- 
nomenon occurs  when  a  Hmall  stone,  not  more  than  an  inch  thick,  rests 
upon  the  ice.  As  it  absorbs  the  sun's  rays  with  greater  rapidity  than  ice, 
not  merely  its  surface  but  its  entire  substance  is  warmed  througli,  and 
instead  of  pro<tecting  It  melts  the  ice  below  it,  and  gradually  sinks,  forming 
a  hole  which  not  unfrequently  pierces  the  glacier  through  and  through. 
When  a  leaf,  insect,  or  suoh  light  body  falls  upon  the  ice,  it  g^ually 
sinks,  and  at  length  disappears. 

The  occurrence  of  Red  Snow,  which  at  one  time  was  treated  with  incre- 
dulity, is  common  amtmg  the  High  Alps,  and  is  produced  either  by  minute 
insects  and  their  e^B,  or  by  a  species  of  fungus,  called  Palmella  Nivalis,  or 
Protococcus,  a  true  Tegetable,  which  plants  itself  on  tbesurfaoe  of  the  snow, 
takes  root,  germinates,  produces  SMd,  and  dies.  In  the  state  of  geimi- 
nation  it  imparts  a  pale  carmine  tint  to  the  snow  :  this  incresses,  as  the 
plant  oomes  to  maturity,  (o  a  deep  crimson  blush,  which  gradually  fades, 
and,  as  the  plant  decays,  becomes  a  black  dust  or  mould.  By  wUecting 
some  of  the  coloured  snow  in  a  bottle,  and  pouring  it  on  a  sheet  of  paper, 
&B  form  of  the  plant  may  be  discoTered  with  a  microscope,  as  soon  aa 
the  water  has  evaporated. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  melting  of 
the  lower  portion  of  the  glacier  is  filled  up  by  the  wlnt«r  snow  from  above. 
But,  as  may  be  supposed,  it  often  happens,  after  mild  winters  and  warm 
smnmera,  that  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  void,  and  vice  vend:  after 
severe  winters  and  rainy  summers,  the  glacier  is  overloaded,  as  it  were: 
indeed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  tiiat  an  exact  equilibrium  of  supply  and  con- 
sumption should  be  preserved.  Yet  it  seems  probable,  after  all  that  has 
been  said  on  the  subject,  that  there  is  no  material  variation  either  in  the 
extent  or  position  of  the  glaciers  among  the  Alps.  The  glaciers  through- 
out the  Alps  appear  to  have  made  a  general  movement  in  advance  betweMi 
the  years  1817  and  1822,  in  consequence  of  the  coldness  of  the  six  pre- 
ceding summers.  The  glaciers  of  Boesons  and  des  Bois,  in  the  valley  of 
Chamonni,  and  that  of  Grindelwald,  in  the  Bernese  Alps,  extended  so  far 
in  width  as  well  as  length,  as  to  overthrow  large  trees  of  the  growth  of 
many  centuries.  Afterwards  they  began  to  retreat,  and  soon  regained 
their  original  limits.  Instances  have  occurred  of  the  sudden  advance  of  a 
glacier,  as  in  the  Gadmenthal  (Route  32),  where  a  road  has  been  destroyed 
by  this  cause,  and  even  of  the  formation  of  new  glaciers  witiiin  the 
memory  of  man,  as  in  the  Upper  Engadine  (?),  and  st  the  base  of  the 
Titlis  :  but  these  have  been  followed  by  a  similar  retrocession,  and  the 
newly  formed  ice-fields  are  rarely  permanent.  It  is  certain  that,  at  present, 
both  the  Mer  de  Qlace,  under  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  Grindelwald  Glacier, 
appear  to  have  shrunk,  and  sunk  considerably  below  the  level  they  onca 
attained  ;  but  this  may  be  merely  temporary,  or  even  cmly  their  dimensions 
in  summer,  when  most  reduc^.  Another  circumstance  has  been  lost 
right  of  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  viz.,  that  the  erosive  powers 
of  the  ice  perpetually  grinding  down  the  surface  of  the  rock  beneath  it 
rem  have,  in  many  instances,  considerably  enlarged  the  bed  of  the  glacier. 

FrofeMors  Agaesiz,  Forbes,  and  Hugi  have  n^e  some  intereilwg  ex-. 
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periments  and  obKrvationB  upon  the  moveroent  and  rate  of  progress  of 
the  glaciers.  In  1U29  Hugi  noted  the  position  of  nnmerous  loose  blocks 
lying  on  the  surface  of  the  lower  glader  of  the  Aar,  relatively  to  the  fixed 
rocks  at  its  sides.  He  also  measured  the  glader  and  erected  signal-posts 
on  it.  In  1836  he  found  everything  altered ;  many  of  the  loose  blockH 
had  moved  off  and  entirely  disappeared,  along  with  the  ice  that  supported 
them.  A  hut,  whioh  he  had  hastily  erected,  to  shelter  himself  and  his 
companions,  had  advanced  2184  ft.  A  mass  of  granite,  containing  26,000 
cubio  ft.,  originally  buried  under  the  snow  of  the  fim,  which  had  become 
converted  into  glacier,  had  not  only  been  raised  to  the  surface,  but  was 
elevated  above  it,  in  the  air,  upon  two  pedestals,  or  pillars,  of  ice ;  so  that 
a  large  party  might  have  foimd  shelter  unikr  it.  A  signal-post,  stuck 
into  a  mass  of  granite,  had  not  only  made  as  great  an  advance  as  the  hut, 
but  the  distance  between  it  and  the  hut  had  been  increased  760  ft.  by  the 
expansion  of  the  glacier.  In  1838  M.  Agassie  found  that  Hngi's  cabin 
had  advanced  4400  ft.  from  the  position  it  originally  occupied,  when  first 
built  iu  1827  ;  and  in  1840  it  was  200  ft.  hnrer.  Uugi's  obaervatitois  rat 
the  Aar  glacier  give  as  its  rate  of  motion  240  ft.  per  anniun.  Profesaor 
Forbes'  more  recent  and  precise  expeTiments  have  sicertained  the  daily 
motion  of  the  ice  on  the  Her  de  Olace,  have  proved  that  it  proceeds 
regularly,  and  not  by  Ste  and  starts,  hut  aocel^ted  in  speed  by  tfaaws 
and  retarded  by  frosls,  and  that  the  motion  is  different  in  different  parts 
of  the  glacier.  The  advance  of  the  ice-field  of  tiie  Mer  de  Olace  is  cal- 
culated Ht  between  400  and  600  ft.  yearly. 

At  the  extremity  of  almost  all  glaciers  a  high  traverse  ridge  of  rubbiah, 
called  3%«  Terminid  Moraine,  exists  ;  it  onsiats  of  ibe  fragments  of  lock 
which  have  fallen  from  the  surrounding  mountains,  the  transported  d^ris 
of  the  Guffer  (or  lateral  and  medial  mOTainea),  and  of  masses  detached  by 
the  glacier  itself.  These  are  heaped  np  sometiiaes  to  a  height  of  80  or  lOO 
ft.  Not  unfrequently  there  are  3  or  4  such  ridges,  one  bdiind  the  other, 
like  so  many  lines  of  intienchment.  The  broken  stones,  sand,  and  mud, 
nvxed  with  shattered  fn^menta  of  ice,  of  which  they  are  composed,  have 
an  UDsightly  and  shabby  appearance,  being  perfectly  barren  of  TC^etation  ; 
but  ea<^  heap  is,  as  it  were,  a,  geoh^cal  cabinet,  containing  apecimens  of 
all  the  neighbouring  mountains.  The  glacier,  indeed,  has  a  natural 
tendency  to  purge  itself  from  impurities,  and  whatever  happens  to  fall  ' 
upon  it  is  gradually  discharged  in  this  manner.  It  likewise  exerts  great 
mechanical  force,  and,  like  a  vast  millstone,  grinds  down  not  toily  the 
rock  which  composes  its  channel,  but  all  the  fragments  interposed  between 
it  and  the  roek ;  farming,  in  the  end,  a  sort  of  stone^ioeal.  The  extent  of 
the  moraine  depends  on  the  character  of  the  strata  of  the  mountains 
around  the  glacier  ;  where  they  are  of  granite,  or  other  hard  rock,  not 
easily  decomposed  by  the  weather,  the  moraine  ia  of  small  extent ;  and  it 
is  largest  where  the  boundary  rocks  are  of  brittle  limestone  and  fissile 
slate.  The  researches  of  Swiss  naturalists  (Agasstz  and  Charpentier)  have 
discovered  extensive  morwnes,  not  only  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Vallus, 
but  even  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  Loman,  at  a  height  of  not  more  than 
200  or  300  ft.  above  it ;  indicating  that,  during  some  anterior  condition  of 
our  planet,  the  valley  of  the  Bb5ne  was  occupied  by  glaciers,  in  situationa 
at  present  40  or  50  m.  distant  from  the  nearest  existing  ioe-field,  and 
3000  or  4000  ft.  below  it. 
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It  is  highly  interesting  to  consider  how  important  a  service  the  glaciers 
perform  in  the  economy  of  nature.  These  dead  and  chilly  fields  of  ice, 
which  prolong  the  reign  of  winter  throughout  the  year,  are,  in  reality,  the 
source  of  life  and  the  springs  of  vegetation.  They  are  the  locked-up 
reservoirs,  the  sealed  fountains,  from  \mch  the  vast  rivers  traversing  the 
great  continents  of  our  globe  are  suEtained.  The  summer  heat,  which 
dries  np  other  souices  of  water,  first  opens  out  their  hountifuJ  suppiies. 
When  the  rivers  of  the  plain  begin  to  shrink  and  dwindle  within  tiieii 
parched  beds,  the  torrents  of  the  Alps,  fed  hy  melting  snow  and  glaciers, 
rush  down  from  the  mouutaius  and  supply  the  defidencn' ;  and,  at  that 
season  (July  and  August),  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  Switzerlaiid  are  fullest. 

During  the  whole  summer,  the  traveller  who  crosses  the  glaciers  hears 
the  torrents  mstling  and  running  below  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  azure 
olafts.  These  plenteous  rilla  gushing  forth  in  tiieir  sub^lacial  beds,  are 
generally  all  collected  in  one  stream,  at  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  which,  in 
consequence,  is  eaten  away  into  a  vast  dome-shaped  arch,  sometimes  100 
ft.  hign,  gradually  increasing  until  the  constant  thaw  weakens  its  support, 
and  it  gives  way  and  falls  in  with  a  crash.  Such  caverns  of  ice  are  seen 
in  great  perfection,  in  some  years,  at  the  source  of  the  Arveyron,  in  the 
valley  of  Chamcuni,  and  in  the  glaciers  of  Grindelwald.  The  streams 
issuing  from  glaciers  are  distinguished  by  their  turbid  dirty-whit«  or  milky 
colour.  The  waters  collected  hy  the  melting  of  the  icf  from  all  parts  of 
Ihe  surface  of  a  glacier  often  iccumulate  into  torrents,  which,  at  length, 
precipitate  themselves  into  a  hole  or  fissure  in  its  surface  in  the  fonn  of  a 
cascade. 

■  The  following  strikiag  passage  from  Profeasor  Forbes's  "  Alps,"  p.  386, 
will  fraiu  a  good  concluuon  to  this  accottnt  of  glaciers  : — "  Poets  and 
philosophers  have  delighted  to  compare  the  course  of  human  hfe  to  that 
of  a  river ;  perhaps  d  still  apter  simile  might  be  found  in  the  history  of  a 
glacier.  Heaven-descended  in  its  origin,  it  yet  takes  its  mould  and  con- 
formation from  the  hidden  womb  of  the  mouilains  which  hibught  it  forth. 
At  first  soft  and  ductile,  it  acquires  a  character  and  firmness  of  its  own,  as 
an  inevitable  destiny  urges  it  on  its  OQward  career.  Jostled  and  constrained 
by  the  crosses  and  ineqimlities  of  its  prescribed  path,  hedged  in  by  im- 
passable barriers  which  fix  limits  to  its  movements,  it  yields  groaning  to 
its  fate,  and  still  travels  forward  seamed  with  the  scars  of  many  a  conflict 
with  opposing  obstacles.  All  this  while,  although  wasting,  it  is  renewed 
by  an  unseen  power,— it  evaporates,  but  is  not  consumed.  On  its  surface 
it  beara  the  spoils  which,  during  the  pn^reM  of  existence,  it  has  made  its 
own  ;  often  weighty  burdens  devoid  of  beau^  or  value,  at  times  precious 
masses,  sparkling  with  gems  or  with  ore.  Having  at  length  attained  its 
greatest  width  and  extension,  commanding  admirattoa  by  its  beauty  and 
power,  waste  predominates  over  supply,  the  vital  springs  begin  to  fail ;  it 
stoops  into  an  attitude  of  decrepitude — it  drops  the  burd^is,  one  by  one, 
which  it  had  borne  so  proudly  aloft — its  dissolution  is  inevitable.  But  as 
it  is  resolved  into  its  elements,  it  takes  all  at  once  a  new,  and  livelier,  and 
disembarrasaed  form  :  from  the  wreck  of  its  niemhOTS  it  arises  '  another, 
yet  the  same ' — a  noble,  full-hodted,  arrowy  stream,  which  leaps  rejoicii^ 
over  the  obstacles  which  before  had  stayed  its  progress,  and  hastens 
through  fertile  valleys  towards  a  freer  existence,  and  a  fioal  union  in  Hm 
ooeau  with  the  botudless  uid  the  indefinite." 
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"  The  atalanche — the  thonderbolt  of  snow."— Byron, 

AralfiDchee  (Germ.  Lawinec)  itre  those  occumulationa  of  snow  which 
precipitate  themBelveB  from  the  mountaina,  either  by  their  own  weight  or 
by  the  looaeniag  eEfects  of  the  sun's  heat,  into  the  valleys  below,  sweeping 
everything  before  them,  and  causing,  at  times,  ^reat  deatniction  of  life 
and  property.  The  fearful  crash  which  accompamea  their  descent  is  often 
heard  at  a  distance  of  several  leagues. 

The  natives  of  the  Alps  distinguish  between  several  different  kinds  of 
avalanches.  The  Uaitb-iatoiTien  (dust  avalanches)  are  formed  of  loose 
fresh-fallen  snow,  heaped  up  by  ttie  wind  early  in  the  winter,  before  it 
has  begun  to  melt  or  combine  together.  Such  a  mass,  when  it  reaches 
the  edge  of  a  clifiT  or  declivity,  tumbles  from  point  to  point,  increasing  in 
quantity  as  w«ll  as  in  impetus  every  instant,  and  spreading  itself  over 
a  wide  extent  of  surface.  It  descends  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and 
has  been  known  to  rush  dotvn  a  distance  of  10  m.  from  the  point  whence 
it  was  first  detached ;  not  only  descending  one  side  of  a  valley,  but  also 
ascending  the  opposite  hill  by  the  velocity  acquired  in  its  fall,  overwhelm- 
ing and  laying  prostrate  a  whole  forest  of  firs  in  its  descent,  and  breaking 
down  another  forest,  up  the  opposite  side,  so  as  to  lay  the  heads  of  the 
trees  up  the  hill  in  its  ascent.  Siide-avalanchei  (Schleich-lawine  or 
Scblipfe)  slip  down  from  inclined  surfaces  often  without  disturbance  of 
the  surface,  and  it  is  only  when  they  begin  to  roll  over  and  bound  that 
they  become  schlag  or  grund-lawinen. 

Another  land  of  avalanche,  the  Orund-laiviiu»i,  occurs  in  spring,  during 
the  months  of  April  and  May,  when  the  sun  becomes  powerfnl,  and  the 
snow  thaws  rapidly  under  its  influence.  They  fall  constantly  from 
different  parts  of  the  mountains,  at  (Afferent  hours  in  the  day,  accordingly 
as  each  part  is  reached  by  the  sun :  from  the  E.  side  between  10  and  12, 
from  the  S.  side  betwewi  12  and  2,  and  later  in  the  day  from  the  W.  and  N. 
This  species  is  more  dangerous  in  its  eSects,  from  the  snow  being  clammy 
and  adhesive,  as  well  as  hard  and  compact.  Any  object  buried  by  it 
can  only  be  dug  out  by  the  most  arduous  labour.  Men  or  cattle  over- 
whelmed by  the  staub-lawine  can  extricate  themselves  by  their  own 
exertions  ;  or,  at  any  rate,  from  the  snow  being  less  compact,  may 
breathe  for  some  hours  through  the  interstices.  In  the  case  of  the  grund- 
lawine,  the  sufferers  are  usually  either  crushed  or  suffocated,  and  are,  at 
any  rate,  so  entangled  that  they  can  only  be  rescued  by  the  aid  of  others. 
Such,  avalanches  falling  upon  a  mountain-stream,  in  a  narrow  gorge, 
have  sometimes  been  hollowed  out  from  beneath  by  the  action  of  the 
water,  until  it  has  forced  a  passage  under  them  ;  and  they  have  then 
been  left  standing  for  the  whole  summer,  serving  as  a  bridge,  over  which 
men  and  cattle  might  pass. 

The  avalanches  have  usually  a  fixed  time  for  descending,  and  an 
habitual  channel  down  which  they  slide,  which  may  be  known  by  its 
being  worn  perfectly  smooth,  sometimes  even  appearing  polished,  by  the 
heap  of  dfbris  at  its  base.    The  peasants,  in  some  situations,  await  wit^ 
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impatieiice  the  fail  of  tlie  TeguUi  avalaucbeB,  as  a  symptom  of  the  apriiig 
hftving  fairly  set  in. 

Danger  arises  from  Bvalancbes  either  bj  their  falling  unexpectedly, 
wliile  persons  are  traversing  spots  Itnown  to  be  exposed  to  them,  or  else 
(and  tiiis  is  the  more  fearful  source  of  catastrophes)  from  *n  unusual 
accumulation  of  snow  rused  hj  the  wind,  or,  in  consequence  of  the 
severity  of  the  season,  causii^  the  avalanche  to  desert  its  usual  bed,  and 
to  descend  upon  cultivated  spots,  houses,  or  even  villages.  There  are 
certain  valleys  among  the  Alps  in  which  scarcely  any  spot  is  totally 
exempt  from  the  posnble  occurrence  of  such  a  calamity,  though  some  are 
naturally  more  exposed  than  others.  The  Val  Bedretto,  in  canton 
Tessin,  the  Meyenthal,  in  canton  Uri,  and  many  others,  are  itius  dread- 
fully exposed.  To  guard  as  much  as  possible  against  accidents,  very 
lat^  and  massive  dykes  of  masonry,  like  the  projecting  bastions  of  a 
fortification,  are,  in  such  situations,  built  against  the  hill'side,  behind 
churches,  honses,  and  other  buildings,  with  an  angle  pointing  upwards, 
in  order  to  break  and  turn  aside  the  snow.  In  some  valleys  great  care  is 
bestowed  on  the  preservation  of  the  forests  clothing  their  sides,  as  the 
best  protection  of  the  district  below  them  from  such  calamities.  These 
may  truly  be  r^arded  as  sacred  groves ;  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  cut 
down  timber  within  them,  under  pain  of  a  legal  penalty,  Tet  they  not 
unfrequently  show  the  inefBciency  even  of  such  protection  against  so 
feaifnl  an  engine  of  destruction.  Whole  forests  are  at  times  cut  over  and 
laid  prostrate  by  the  avalanche.  The  tallest  stems,  fit  to  make  masts 
for  a  first-rate  man-of-war,  are  snapj)ed  asunder  like  a  bit  of  wax,  and  the 
harkleas  and  branchless  stumps  and  relics  of  the  forest  remain  for  yeare 
like  a  stubble-field  to  fell  of  what  has  happened. 

A  mournful  catalogue  of  catastrophes,  which  have  occurred  in  Swit- 
zerland, since  the  records  of  history,  from  avalanches,  might  be  made  out 
if  necessary ;  but  it  will  sufGce  to  mention  one  or  two  insdmoes. 

In  1720  an  avalanche  killed,  in  Ober-Gestelen  <Vallws),  84  men  and 
400  bead  of  cattle,  and  destroyed  120  houses.  The  same  year  40  in- 
dividuals perished  at  Brieg,  and  23  on  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  from  a 
similar  cause. 

In  1749  the  village  of  Buaras,  in  the  Tavetsch  Thai,  was  carried 
away  by  an  avalanche ;  100  men  were  overwhelmed  by  it,  GO  of  whom 
were  dug  out  alive  ;  and  several  of  the  houses,  though  removed  to  some 
distjmco  from  the  original  site,  were  so  little  shaken  that  persons  sleeping 
within  them  were  not  awakened. 

In  ISOO,  after  a  snow-storm  of  three  days'  continuance,  an  enormous 
avalanche  detached  itself  from  the  top  of  the  precipice  of  Klucas,  above 
Trons,  in  the  valley  of  the  Vorder  Bhein ;  it  crossed  the  valley  and 
destroyed  a  wood  and  some  chtLlelB  on  the  opposite  pasture  of  Zenim ; 
rec(»l)iig,  with  the  force  it  had  acquired,  to  the  side  from  which  it  had 
come,  it  did  fresh  mischief  there,  and  so  revolving  to  and  fro,  at  the 
fourth  rusl^  reached  Trons,  and  buried  many  of  its  nouses  to  the  roof  in 

In  1827  the  greater  part  of  the  village  of  Biel,  ii 
crushed  beneath  a  tremendous  avalanche,  which  ri 
two  leagues  long,  before  it  reached  the  village. 

On«  of  tlie  meet  remarkable  phenomena  attending  the  avalanche  is  the 
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blast  of  tit  which  accompanies  it,  and  which,  like  what  k  called  the  wind 

of  B  CEUiuoQ-ball,  extends  it«  destructive  influent  to  a  considerable  distance 
on  each  side  of  the  actual  line  taken  hy  the  falling  mass.  It  has  all  the 
effect  of  a  blast  of  gunpowder :  sometimes  fotest  trecB,  growing  near  the 
udes  of  the  channel  down  which  the  snow  passes,  are  uprooted  and  laid 
prostrate,  without  having  been  tODched  by  it.  In  this  way  the  village 
of  Eanda,  in  the  Visp-Thal,  lost  many  of  its  houses  by  the  current  of  an 
avalanche,  which  fell  in  1720,  blowing  them  to  atoms,  and  scattering  the 
materials  tike  chaff.  The  £.  spire  of  the  convent  of  Dissentia  was  thrown 
down  by  the  gust  of  an  avalanche,  which  fell  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  off. 

Travellers  viaiHng  the  Alps  between  the  months  of  June  and  October 
ate  little  exposed  to  danger  from  avalanches,  except  immediately  aft«r  a 
enow-storm  ;  and,  when  compelled  to  start  at  such  times,  they  should  pay 
implicit  obedience  to  the  advice  of  the  guides.  It  is  a  common  sayit^, 
that  there  is  risk  of  avalauohes  as  loi^  as  the  burden  of  snow  continues 
on  the  houghs  of  the  fir-treea,  and  while  the  naturally  sharp  angles  of  the 
distant  mQuntains  continue  to  look  rounded. 

It  is  different  with  those  who  travel  from  necessity  in  the  spring,  and 
before  the  annual  avalanches  have  fallen.  Uuleteers,  carriers,  and  such 
persons,  use  great  caution  in  traversing  exposed  parts  of  the  road,  and 
with  these  they  are  well  acquunted.  They  proceed  in  parties,  in  single 
file,  at  a  little  distance  from  one  another,  in  order  that  if  the  snow  should 
sweep  one  off,  the  others  may  he  ready  to  render  assistance.  They  pro- 
ceed as  fast  as  possible,  carefully  avoiding  any  noise,  even  speaking,  and, 
it  is  said,  will  sometimes  mufSe  the  mules'  bells,  lest  the  slightest  vibra- 
tion communicated  to  the  air  should  disengage  the  nicety-poised  mass  of 
anow  above  their  heads. 

The  avalanches,  seen  and  heard  by  summer  tourists  on  the  wdes  of 
Mont  Blanc  and  the  Jungfrau,  are  of  a  different  kind  from  tbose  described 
above,  being  caused  only  by  the  rupture  of  a  portion  of  the  glataors, 
which  give  way  under  the  infiuence  of  a  mid-day  sun,  and  of  certain 
winds,  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  when  other  avolanchsa,  generally 
speaking,  have  ceased  t«  fall.  They  differ,  also,  in  this  lespect,  that, 
for  the  most  part,  they  do  no  harm,  since  they  fall  on  uncultivable  and 
uninliabited  spots.  It  is  more  by  the  roar  which  accompanies  them, 
which,  awakening  the  echoes  of  the  Alps,  sounds  very  like  thunder, 
than  by  the  appearance  which  they  present,  that  they  realise  what 
is  usually  expected  of  avalanches.  Still  they  are  worth  seeing,  and  will 
much  eidmncc  the  interest  of  a  visit  to  the  Wengem  Alp,  the  Cramont 
(on  the  S.  side  of  Mont  Blanc),  or  the  borders  of  die  Mer  de  Glace ;  espe- 
dally  if  the  spectator  will  hear  in  mind  the  immMise  distance  at  which  he 
is  placed  from  the  objects  which  he  sees  and  hears,  and  will  consider  that, 
at  each  roar,  whole  tons  of  solid  ioe  are  broken  off  from  the  parent  glacier, 
and  in  tumbling,  many  hundred  feet  perhaps,  are  shattered  to  atoros  and 
ground  to  powder. 

The  Bnmo~itormi,  Tourmentet,  or  Ouxen,  which  occur  on  the  Alps,  ara 
much  dreaded  by  the  chamois-hrmter,  the  shepherd,  and  those  most  accus- 
tomed to  traverse  the  High  Alps  ;  how  much  more  formidable  must  tbey 
be  to  the  inexperienced  traveller!  They  consist  of  furious  and  tem- 
pestuous winds,  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  whirlwind,  which  occur  on 
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the  exposed  promontories,  &e  amnmit-ridges,  and  elerated  gorge*  of  the 
Alps,  either  accontpeuied  by  mtow,  or  filling  die  air  with  ^lat  recently 
faUen,  while  the  ^kes  are  Btill  dry,  toMing  them  about  like  powder  or 
dnst.  In  an  instant  the  atmoephere  ia  filled  with  anow ;  earth,  aky, 
mountAin,  abysa,  and  landmark  of  every  kind,  are  obliterated  from  riew, 
as  though  a  curtain  were  let  down  on  all  sides  of  the  wanderer.  All  traces 
of  path,  or  of  the  footsteps  of  preceding  trarellers,  are  at  once  effaced,  and 
the  poLee  planted  to  mark  the  direction  of  the  road  are  freqnently  over- 
tnmeil.  In  some  places  the  gusta  sweep  the  rock  bore  of  enow,  neaping 
it  np  in  others,  pwhaps  across  the  path,  to  a  height  of  20  ft.  or  more, 
haning  all  passage,  and  driving  the  wayfarer  to  despair.  At  every 
step  he  feniB  to  plnnge  into  an  abyu,  or  sink  oveiiiead  in  the  snow. 
large  parties  of  men  and  animals  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  snow- 
wreath  on  the  St.  Oothard,  where  they  sometimes  attain  a  height  of 
40  or  50  ft.  These  tempe«ffl  arc  accompanied  almost  every  year  by  loss 
of  life ;  and,  though  of  less  frequent  occurrenoe  in  summer  than  in  winter 
and  spring,  are  a  chief  reason  why  it  is  dangerous  for  inexperienced 
travellers  to  attempt  to  cross  remote  and  elevated  passes  without  a  guide. 

The  guides  and  persona  residing  on  the  mountain-paasee,  frinn  the 
appearance  of  the  sky,  and  other  weather-agns  known  to  them,  can 
generally  foresee  the  occurrence  of  tonrmentes,  and  oao  tell  when  the  fall 
of  avalanches  is  to  be  tqiprehended. 


{  19.  OOtTKE  AKS  CRETIKieif. 
»  Quis  tnmidiun  gnttni'  mirattir  in  Al{ubas." — Jav, 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  amidst  some  of  the  most  magnificont  scenery 
of  the  globe,  where  Netnre  seems  to  have  put  forth  all  her  powers  in 
exciting  emotions  of  wonder  and  elevation  in  the  mind,  man  appears, 
from  a  mysterious  visitation  of  disease,  in  his  most  degraded  and  pitiable 
condition.  Such,  however,  is  the  fact.  It  is  in  the  grandest  and  moat 
beautiful  valleys  of  the  Alps  that  the  maladies  of  go  tre  and  cretiniem 
prevail. 

Goitre  is  a  awelling  in  the  front  of  the  neck  (of  the  thyroid  gland,  w 
the  parts  adjoining),  which  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  individual, 
until,  in  some  cases,  it  attains  an  enormous  size,  and  becomes  "  a  hideous 
wallet  of  flesh,"  to  uBe  the  words  of  Shakspeare,  hanging  pendulous  down 
to  the  breast.  It  is  not,  however,  attended  v  '  '  * 
to  be  more  imaightly  to  the  spectator  than  i: 
bearer ;  but  there  are  instances  in  which  its  inc 
that  the  individual,  unable  to  support  his  burden,  crawls  along  the  ground 

Cretinism,  which  occurs  in  the  aame  localities  as  goitre,  and  evidently 
arises  from  the  same  (suae,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  a  more  serious  malady, 
inasmuch  as  it  affects  the  mind.  The  cretin  is  an  idiot — a  melancholy 
spectacle — a  creature  who  may  almost  be  said  to  rank  a  step  below  a 
human  being.  There  is  a  vacancy  in  bis  countenance ;  his  head  ia  dispro- 
portionately large  ;  his  limbs  are  stunted  or  crij^led ;  he  cannot  articulate 
Ms  words  with  distinctiiess ;   and  there  is  scarcely  any  work  which  he 
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ig  oapable  of  executing.  He  spenda  his  daya  leaking  in  the  son,  and,  fran 
its  warmth,  appears  to  derive  great  gratification.  When  a  stranger  appears, 
he  beiximeB  a  damoronB  and  importunate  b^gar,  assailing  him  with  a 
ceaseless  chattering  ;  and  the  traveller  is  commonly  glad  to  be  rid  of  his 
hideous  preaence  at  the  expense  of  a  batz.  At  times  the  disease  has  such 
an  effect  on  the  mind  that  the  sufferer  is  imable  to  find  hia  waj  home 
when  within  a  few  feet  of  hia  own  door. 

Various  theories  have  been  resorted  to,  to  account  for  this  cconplaint; 
some  have  attributed  it  to  the  nae  of  water  derived  from  melting  saow ; 
others,  to  the  habit  of  carrying  heavy  weights  on  the  head ;  others,  again, 
to  filthy  habits ;  while  a  fourth  theory  derives  it  frimi  the  nature  of  the 
goil,  or  the  use  of  apring-water  impregnated  with  calcareous  matter. 

Aa  the  goitre  occurs  in  Derbyshire,  Torkshire  (especially  at  Settle, 
in  the  limeatone  district  of  Craven),  Notts,  Hants,  tic,  where  no  per- 
manent snow  exists — and  no  rivers  spring  from  glaciera-^lso  in  Sumatra, 
and  in  parts  of  South  America,  where  anow  is  unknown,  it  is  evident  that 
the  first  cause  assigned  is  not  the  true  one ;  as  for  the  second  and  third, 
they  would  equally  tend  to  produce  gottre  in  the  London  portera,  and  in 
the  inhabitants  of  the  pnrlieus  of  St.  Giles's.  If  the  limestone  theory  be 
true,  all  other  rocks  should  be  exempt  fron  it,  which  ia  not  the  case,  as 
far  aa  our  experience  goes.  Oottre  ia  found  only  in  cert^n  valleys  ;  nor, 
when  it  does  occur,  does  it  exist  throughout  the  valley.  It  appears  in  one 
spot ;  higher  up  it  ia  unknown,  and  in  another  situation,  a  mile  or  two 
distaJit,  perhaps  itis  again  prevalent.  A  curious  example  of  this  is  afforded 
by  thevalleyleadinguptotheGreat  St.  Bernard,  Goitre  is  unknown  above 
Liddes ;  abounds  at  Verchcres,  800  ft.  lower  dovm ;  and  is  almost  univetssl 
at  Orsi^res :  had  the  disease  depended  upon  the  glacier-water,  it  would,  o! 
coiU'se,  be  more  prevalent  near  to  them  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  valley. 

A  careful  attention  to  the  circumstances  accompanying  its  appearance 
will  show  that  it  ia  connected  with  the  condition  of  ^e  atmosphere,  and 
is  found  in  low,  warm,  and  moist  situations,  at  the  bottom  of  valleys, 
where  a,  stagnation  of  water  occurs,  and  where  the  summer  exhalations 
and  autumnal  ioge  arising  from  it  are  not  carried  off  by  a  free  circulation 
of  air ; — that  it  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  many  injurious  effecta  produced  by 
malaria.  It  prevaila  in  places  where  the  valley  is  con6ned,  and  shut  in, 
as  it  were — where  a  free  draught  is  checked  by  the  aides  being  clothed 
with  wood,  or  by  a  sudden  bend  occurring  in  its  direction — where,  at  the 
same  time,  the  bottom  is  subject  to  the  OTcrSowingsof  ariver,  or  to  exten- 
sive artificial  irrigation.  The  conjecture  which  derives  the  disease  from 
breathing  an  atmosphere  of  this  kind,  not  liable  to  be  purified  by  fresh 
currents  of  air  to  carry  off  the  vapours,  is,  perhaps,  not  undeserving  of 
consideration  and  further  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  learned. 

Goitre  ia  much  more  common  in  females  Uian  in  males,  and  usually 
occurs  about  the  age  of  puberty.  It  becomes  hereditary  in  a  family,  but 
children  bom  and  educated  on  spots  distant  from  home,  and  in  elevated 
situatjons,  are  often  exempt  from  it.  At  Sion,  in  the  Vallais,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  the  head-quarters  of  goitre,  children  and  even  adults  are 
often  removed  to  the  mountains  from  the  low  ground  on  the  firat  symp- 
toms of  the  malady,  and  the  symptoms  disappear  where  this  is  resorted  t« 
in  time.  Iodine  baa  been  applied  with  success  as  a  remedy  in  some  cases ; 
but,  as  it  ia  a  dangerous  remedy,  the  administration  of  it  must  be  resorted 
to  with  the  greatest  caution. 
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The  Editor  is  infonned  that  the  late  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  wbo  in  1834 
vifiited  Hartigny  for  the  purpose  of  making  obeervatioDS  upon  goitres, 
conmdered  them  to  be  occasioned  by  the  want  of  a  due  drculation  of  ur ; 
and  he  found  the  inhahitante  of  one  dde  of  a  valley  afflicted  by  Uiem, 
while  those  on  the  other  were  quite  free  from  them.    (L.  S.  1846.) 

A  highly  meritoriouB  effort  is  being  made  in  Switzerland  by  Dr.  Gug' 
genbuM  to  establish  an  hospital  in  an  elevated  and  healUiy  situation,  for 
tiie  reception  of  infants  in  whom  the  seeds  of  cretinism  and  gottie  are  de- 
veloped, but  who,  by  proper  treatment,  Di.  G.  has  discovered,  may  be 
recovered  from  the  malady,  and  reared  io  a  condition  of  healthy  body  and 
sound  mind.  He  has  been  much  aided  in  England  by  Dr.  William 
Twining,  who  printed  an  interesting  pamphlet—"  Some  Account  of  Cre- 
tinism, and  of  the  Institution  for  its  Cure  on  the  Abendberg  near  luter- 
iachen."  The  funds  to  support  this  institution  are  as  yet  very  limited, 
and  those  interested  in  this  subject,  and  in  tlie  welfare  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  are  invited  to  aid,  Sutracriptions  are  received  in  London  by 
Messrs,  Twining,  bankers.  Strand, 
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ABBREVIATIONS,  4c.  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  HAND-BOOK. 

The  pointa  of  the  compaw  u«  ourked  bf  the  Utto*  K.  3.  E.  W. 

(H.)right,{l.)lBft,— spiled  to  the  banks  of  BriTer.  The  right  bank  ii  that  which 
lies  on  the  ri^t  hand  of  a  person  whose  back  is  turned  towaniii  the  Mnrce,  or  to  the 
quarter  from  which  the  cnrrent  dewenda. 

Sfilm. — Diitancea  are,  as  far  u  ponible,  reduced  to  English  mitee ;  when  miles 
are  Enentianed^  they  may  be  understood  to  be  En^isli. 


Instead  of  designating  a  town  by  the  v:^e  words  "lai^  "or  "  small,"  the  as 
of  the  population,  according  to  the  latest  cetLsOB,  is  almost  inranably  stated,  a 
senting  a  more  eiact  scaie  of  the  impaitaace  uid  site  of  the  plare. 

In  order  to  avoid  tep 
numbered. 

Each  Houte  is  numbered  with  Arabic  figures,  corresponding  with  the  figures 
attached  to  the  Route  on  tiie  Hap,  which  thoB  serves  as  an  Indei  to  the  Book ;  at  the 
same  time  that  it  presents  a  toltrably  eiart  view  of  the  great  and  mioor  roads  ot 
Switierisnii,  and  of  the  coone  of  public  conveyances. 

The  Map  is  to  be  placed  at  the  end  of  tJie  Book. 

The  View  of  the  Bernese  Alps,  to  face  page  64. 

Mont  Blanc  from  the  Brevent,  331. 
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SWITZERLAND. 
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U.) 


BUL£  or  Bale.  (Genu.  Baad,  Ital. 
Builea.)— /n>u .-  Drei  Kboigc  f  Three 
KinnX  ^^^  rata&ted  on  the  KWe— 
■be  best,  and  veiy  good — &  large  houae 
with  s  respectable  landlord,  acd  ad- 


prOTed ;  Saavage  (Wilder  Uann), 
withiD  the  town,  good,  quiet,  and  mo- 
denCe ;  Kopf  (T6te  JOr)  ;  Krone 
(Crown)  ;  OTerlooking  the  river,  near 
ttie  bridge-foot. 

Baile,  cuiital  of  the  now  sabdiTided 
etnton  calfed  Baslq-town,  ia  utnsled 
on  the  Rhine,  and  the  lai^r  portion 
lies  on  the  L  bank,  which  is  connected 
with  the  rt.  bf  a  bridge  of  wood,  partly 
mpported  on  stone  piers.  The  terri- 
tory of  the  town  extends  for  about  4 
miles  on  the  rt.  side  of  the  river.  It 
has  24,.^00  inhab..  and  it  eigoya  con- 
siderable proHperity  trom  the  residence 
of  many  rich  merohants,  bankers,  and 
(iumliea  of  ancient  descent,  and  Avm 
its  pontion  in  an  angle  on  the  frontiers 
of  France,  Germany,  and  Switzerland, 
a  few  siileH  below  the  spot  where  the 
!Rhine  first  becomes  naTigable.  It  has 
Hone  mannbctures,  of  which  the  most 
important  are  those   of  ribands    and 

English  traTellers  have  hitherto 
been  too  much  in  the  habit  of  consi- 
dering  Basle  merelv  as  a  halting-place 
for  the  night,  which  they  qoit  as  soon 
■s  the  train  starts  or  they  are  tar- 
Dished  with  horses ;  yet  its  sitnaCion 

[ftra..] 


on  hieh,slopinK  banks,  orerlookinBr 
the  luine,  which  rushes  past  in  a  fuU 
broad  flood  of  a  clear,  light  neen, 
boimded  bv  the  hills  of  the  Black 
Forest  on  tJie  one  aide,  of  the  Jura  on 
the  other— but,  above  all,  its  Minster, 
and  its  Qallerj  of  the  Works  of  Hol- 
bein, deserve  some  attention.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  Baale,  though 
potiiicaily  a  ^Tiioa  at  ihe  Swiss  Con- 
federation, IS  yet,  Airtonadli/,  a  part  of 
Snabia.  It  did  not  join  the  Swiss 
Confederation  antil  1501  ;  and  it 
retains  many  of  the  characteristics 
of  an  Imperial  free  (own  more  dis- 
tinctly than  manv  of  those  which 
have  continued  CFerman,  and  have 
become  incorporated  in  modem  sove- 


stone  of  which  it  is  built,  is  an  inte- 
resting edifice,  though  not  of  beautiful 
architecture.  It  was  begun  by  the 
Empr.  Henr;  U.  in  1010,  and  conse- 
crated 1019.  The  oldeit  part  of  die 
existing  edifice,  however,  is  probably 
not  more  ancient  than  the  12th  cen- 
tury. Some  finires  of  monsters,  now 
in  me  crj^t,  atone  may  have  belonged 
10  the  original.  Theicolmnna  at  the 
B.  end,  fbrmed  of  proupa  of  detached 
pillars,  with  singer  and  groteei)ue 
capitals  ;  the  tomb  of  the  Empress 
Anne,  irife  of  Rudolph  of  Habsburg, 
and  mother  of  the  line  of  Austrian 
princes,  whose  body  was  removed  to 
St.  Blaiie  in  ITTO  ;  and  a  stone  font 
(date  1465)  are  worth  noUce  in  thia 
part  of  the  building.    Very  remark. 
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able  U  the  Porfaf  of  St.  Oall'ii,  lewUDg 
to  the  N.  transept,  and  decorated  with 
itataes  of  Christ  and  St.  Feler,  and  of 
the  wise  and  foolish  virgins.  It  dates 
probablj  &om  the  latter  part  of  the 
12th  century.  The  wheel  of  fortune, 
abo»e  it,  is  of  the  13th  centr.  In  the 
W.  front,  mider  the  towers,  two  eques- 
trian statues,  St.  Oeor^  and  the 
Dragon,  and  St.  Martin,  stand  forth 
with  great  boldness.  The  church  is 
used  now  for  the  Protestant  service, 
and  the  altar  stands  between  the  choir 
and  nave,  nearly  underneath  a  rich 
Gothic  rood-loft  (Leltner,  date  ISBl). 
On  the  L  of  the  altar,  against  a  pillar, 
is  the  red  marble  tombstone  ofErasmus, 
who  died  here  in  1538.  A  sl^rcaae, 
leading;  out  of  the  choir,  conducts  intD 
a  smallapartnie  nt— the  Chapter  House, 
or  ConcilnBii'e  SooJ— in  which  some  of 
the  meetings  of  the  Council  of  Basle, 
or  rather  of  its  committees,  were  held 
between  1436  and  1444.  It  is  a  low 
room,  with  4  Gothic  windows — dis- 
tinguiahed  not  only  in  an  historical 
p«int  of  view,  but  also  as  beiue  quite 
DDall«red  since  the  day  of  the  CoimciL 
On  the  S,  side  of  the  Church  are  very 
extensive  and  picturesque  Cloisters — a 
succession  of  qoadrangles  and  open 
halls — which,  with  the  space  they  in- 
close, still  serve,  as  they  have  done  for 
centuries,  as  a  burial-place,  and  are 
filled  with  tombs ;  among  which  are 
the  monuments  of  the  3  Heformers, 
(EcolompadiuB  (Hausschein),  Gry- 
neeus,  and  Meyer.  The  cloisters  were 
constructed  in  the  14th  century,  and 
extend  to  the  verge  of  the  hill  over- 
looking  the  river.  It  is  not  unlikely 
they  may  have  been  the  favourite 
resort  of  Erasmus.  Bemouilli,  a 
native  of  Basle,  is  buried  in  St.  Peter's 
C/iurch,  which  contains  many  monu- 
ments of  Its  wealthy  citiiena.  (Eco- 
lampadius  Brst  preached  the  Beforma- 
tion  iu  SL  Martin'i,  the  oldest  church 
in  Basle. 

Behind  the  Minster  is  a  Terrace, 
called  Die  FfaU,  75  ft.  above  the  river, 
planted  with  chesnut  trees,  and  com- 
manding a  beautifHil  view  over  the 
Bhine,  uie  town,  and  the  Blach  Forest 
hills,  amonr  them  the  Blauen.  Close 
,U>  it  is  the  Club  called  LenegeselUc/iafi 


LB  situated  ii 


— including  a  reading-room,  where  S 

papers  are  taken  i " 

ITie: 
of  considerable  si 
which,  in  a  recess,  stands  a  building 
called  "  Eur  Miidte,"  in  which,  during 
the  Cotmcil  of  Basle,  the  ConclAve 
met  which  elected  Felii  V.  pope.  It 
DOW  contains  tfae  PiMiB  Library  of 
50,000  volumes  —  among  them,  the 
Acts  of  the  Council  of  Bile,  3  voU, 
with  chains  attached  to  the  bindine, 
many  very  important  MSS.,  of  which 
there  is  a  good  catalog;ue,  and  a  few 
of  the  boolcs  of  Erasmus  ;  also,  a  copy 
of  his  "  Praise  of  Folly,"  with  mar- 
ginal illnstrations  by  thepen  ci  Holbein. 
There  are  autographs  of  Luther,  Ue- 
lancthon,  Erasmus,  and  Zuingliug. 
Those  who  wish  to  see  the  library 
should  apply  early,  as  the  librarian  IS 
usually  absent  in  the  afternoon. 

newly-bnilt     Gallery     contain* 

igx  tmd  Drawing^'  '      " 

1— a  highly  inter 
of  the  works  of  that  m  ^ 

the  Passion  of  Christ,  in  8  compart- 
ments, full  of  lift,  and  car^iiUy 
finished ;  also  6  sepia  drawing  of  the 
same  subject; — a  dead  Chnst,  for- 
merly in  the  Minster ;  Holbein's  Wife 
and  Children,  with  countenances  full 
of  grief  and  misery  (1526),  a  very  re- 
markable work,  from  its  perfect  truth 
to  nature ;  portraits  of  Erasmus,  of 
Froben  the  printer — excellent ;  of  a 
HUe.  von  Ofienborg,  inscribed  "  Lait 
Corinth  ioca,"  very  good  ;  the  SBioe 
lady  OS  Venus  with  Cupid  ;  two  repre- 
sentations of  a  School,  painted  by 
Holbein  at  the  age  of  14,  and  hung  np 
as  a  sign  over  a  schoolmaster's  door 
in  the  town  of  Baale.  Among  the 
Draainga  are  Holbein's  own  portrait — 
a  aork  of  lAe  verv  highett  excellence  ; 
heads  of  the  faniily  Meyer,  sketched 
for  the  celebrated  picture  now  iu  the 
Dresden  Gallery,  a  beautiful  pen  and 
ink  drawing ;  orinntJ  sketch  for  (he 
&mous  picture  i^  the  fkmily  of  Sir 
Thomas  More — the  names  of  the  dif- 
ferent personages  are  writtcm  on  their 
dresses ;  5  sketches  for  the  frescoes 
which  formerly  decorated  the  Bath, 
bans  in  Basle,  witli  one  or  two  bug- 
menta  of   the  frescoes   tbemselTes ) 


Switzerland,     koute  1. — basle.    uubeuh,    batbhads. 


fetches  in  ink  for  glaas  trindowg,  for 
liie  abeatfas  of  doners,  for  the  o 
in  the  Minster  ;  the  Costume 
Baale  ;  83  marg;in&l  caricalurea  made 
on  a,  copy  of  EnwmuB' Laua  Stultitue, 
which  so  amused  Che  author  when 
shown  lo  him.  Chat  he  is  said  to  have 
lauded  himself  out  of  a  fit  of  iUness, 
&:c.  Sec.  Here  ere  also  preserved  6 
fresco  fi-agments  of  the  original  Dance 
of  Death,  wliich  once  adorned  the 
walls  of  the  Dominicui  Church  in 
Basle,  and  a  set  of  coloured  drawings 
of  Che  whole  aeries  of  figures.  The 
Dance  of  Death  has  been  attributed 
without  cause  to  Uulbein,  since  it  ex- 
isted at  the  time  of  Che  Council  of 
Basle,  at  least  60  years  before  his 
birth.  Holbein*  was  bom  at  Augs- 
burg in  1489.  and  removed  about  1517 
to  Baste :  his  circumstances  were  bj 
no  means  prosperous ;  he  was  even 
reduced  to  work  as  a  day-labourer 
and  house-painter,  and  painted  the 
onter  walls  of  the  houses  of  the  town. 
It  is  related  of  him  that,  being  em- 
ployed to  decorate  the  shop  of  an 
apothecary,  who  was  intent  on  keeping 
the  young  artist  close  at  his  worl^ 
and  being  disposed  to  repair  to  a 
neigfabouring  wine-shop,  he  painted  a 
pair  of  legs  so  exactly  like  his  own, 
and  so  well  foreshortened,  on  the 
under  side  of  the  scafToldine;,  that  the 
apothecary,  sealed  helow,  believed  him 
to  be  constantly  present  and  diligently 
employed.  Erasmos,  writing  from 
Bile  a  letter  of  introduction  (br  the 
painter  Co  one  of  his  friends,  complaina 
(hat  "  bic  frigent  ortes,"  and  Che  want 
of  encouragement  drove  Holbein  Co 
seek  hia  fortune  in  England,  where  he 
met  with  high  patronage,  as  is  well 
known.  Yet  tne  city  showed  its 
esteem  for  his  talents  by  granting  him 
s  salary  of  50  gulden  per  annum, 
which  was  paid  him  even  when  in 
England.  Here  are  also  some  curious 
paiutingB  of  an  artist  of  Berne  named 
Manuel  (1484^1530) :  portraits  of 
Lutber  anA  hia  wife,  by  L.  Crimach ; 
ofZwingU. 

In  the  Lower  sCory  of  the  Library 
ore  also  deposited  a  nimiber  of  anCj- 

>  Sh  Knglez'i  "  Hudbook  ot  PiaBtini,' 


qulties,  bronzes,  fragments  of  potterr, 
coins,  &c.,  from  Augst,  the  site  of  ^e 
Roman  Augusta  Rauracorvnn,  7  miles 
from  Basle  (see  p.  8)  ;  also  a  dlkeu 
embroidered  banner,  given  by  Pop« 
Jnliua  n.  (1515)  to  the  B&Iois. 

The  Utticeriitii  of  Basle,  founded 
1460,  was  the  first  great  seminary  for 
the  advancement  of  learning  esta- 
blished in  Switzerland  ;  it  eqjoyed  a 
high  reputation  under  Erasmus,  and 
numbered  among  its  professors  in 
recent  times  the  names  of  Euler  and 
Bemouilli,  the  mathematicians,  who 
were  natives  of  Basle. 

The  Jtathhaut,  in  the  Market-place, 


mented  on  the  waUs  and  roof  with 
humorous  reliefs  \iy  Mat.  Giger  (IQO^'). 
The  G  reat  Council-Room  (  G  roas  Rath- 
Saal)  contains  fine  painted  glass  — 
coats  of  arms  of  1 2  of  the  Swiss  cantons^ 
with  supporters  1  The  frieze  includes 
the  emblsioned  shields  of  the  ori- 
ginal cantons.  The  armorial  bearing 
of  canton  Basle  is  said  to  be  meant 
to  represent  the  case  ot  a  cross-bow. 
At  (he  foot  of  the  stairs  is  placed 
a  statue  of  Hunatius  Flancua,  the 
founder,  according  to  tradition,  of 
B&le  and  of  Che  Roman  colony  of 
AugsC  Here  is  preserved  some  cu- 
rious old  church  nlaCe — parC  of  the 
Dom-Schati — a  silver  cup  of  open 
work  is  the  oldest  piece  (13th  century) 
— St-Annewitb  the  Virgin  and  Child ; 
and  a  relic-box  with  reliefs,  13tb 
centary,  deserve  notice. 

The  Araenal  coDtaina  a  limited  col- 
lection of  ancient  armour,  of  which 
the  only  cmiositiea  are  a  suit  of  chain 
mail,  ODce  gilt,  with  plate  mail  be- 
neath it,  worn  by  Charles  the  Bold  at 
the  batde  of  Nancy  ;  Cwo  Burgundian 
cannon,  of  iron  bars  hound  round  with 
hoops,  and  several  suits  of  Bu^undian 
and  Armagnac  armour. 

The  private  collectiom  of  pictures, 
&c,  of  MM.  Pefer  Vischer,  S^lin, 
Spcyr,  sen.,  and  Mieville  Krug  (anti- 
quities, glassj  wood,  lace,  and  MSS., 
very  interesting),  are  worth  notice. 

Eaglish  Chtirch  service  in  a  neat  ch»- 
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pel  in  the  Three  Kings  Hotel.  It  ii 
panelled  with  wood-work,  which  for- 
merly lined  die  cbspel  of  the  Abbot 

ofSt.  GalL 

The  terraced  Borden  of  if.  FiscAer, 
■n  eminent  banker,  overlooking  the 
Rhine,  is  a  very  pretty  spot. 

The  gateways,  battiemented  works, 
watch-towers,  and  ditch,  wbicb  formed 
the  ancient  defences  of  the  town, 
remain  in  a  good  state  of  preBerration. 
The  Spalenther,  i.  e.  St.  PavlastAor 
(1400),  retains  its  advanced  work  or 
Barbican,  sitnilar  to  those  which  for- 
merly existed  at  York,  and,  with  its 
double  portcullis  and  two  flanking 
towers,  IS  parficularij  [ncturesque. 
The  machicolations  are  supported  by 
strange  but  clever  figures  approach- 
ing to  the  grotesque.  The  Qeltea- 
iunft  and  Spltihof  are  specimens  of 
civic  architecture,  with  Hotbeinesque 
Ornaments. 

Basle  is  a  tolerably  clean  town  ; 
its  streets  are  plentifully  supplifd  with 
Fountains.  TBe  Fiaokmarkt  Srunnm  ia 
a  very  elegant  Gothic  structure,  oma- 
menled  with  atalues,  well  executed,  of 
the  Virgin,  St.  John.  Feter,  the  Car- 
dinal '^rlues,  &c.  SpaMen-Bnoingn, 
in  the  Spahlen  subarb,  is  snrmounted 
by  a  Bi^iper  (Dudelaackpfeiffer),  to 
miose  music  a   Bculptored  group  of 


peasants 


dance  around  the  base.    It 


)pied  from  a  design  of  Holbein  o 
Durer. 

Erasmus  resided  in  the  bouse  Zum 
Lvft,  and  Ftobenius  printed  in  it  one 
of  the  first  Bibles.  The  bmlding 
called  Kirschearten  was  erected  by  the 
father  of  the  mstinguiahed  AlHcan  tra- 
veller, Barckhardt,  who  was  bom  here. 

A  handsome  new  Bospital  has  been 
built  on  the  site  of  the  palace  of  the 
Markgraves  of  Baden. 

Down  to  the  eod  of  the  last  cen- 
tury (1798),  the  clocks  of  Basle  went 
an  hour  in  advance  of  those  in  other 
places  of  Europe — a  singular  custom, 
the  origin  of  which  Is  not  preciseljf 
known.  According  to  tradition,  it 
arose  fcom  the  drcumatancc  of  a  con- 
spiraey  to  deliver  the  town  to  an 
enemy  at  midnight  having  been  de- 
feated by  the  clc«k  strilung  1  instead 
of  12. 


The   1 


sumptuary   laws 


On 


Sunday  all  were  obliged  t 
black  to  go  to  church ;  even  now  no 
carriage  may  enter  or  quit  the  town 
during  the  hours  of  mominq  service. 
FemaleH  could  not  have  their  hair 
dressed  by  men  ;  carriages  were  not 
permitted  in  the  town  ^ter  10  at 
night,  and  it  was  forbidden  to  place  a 
fbolman  behind  a  carrisfe.  The  offi- 
cial censors,  called  Unzicbterh  erm,  b  ad 
the  control  of  the  number  of  dishes 
and  wines  to  be  flowed  at  a  dinner 
party,  and  their  aathority  was  supreme 
on  all  that  related  to  the  cut  and 
quality  of  clothes.  At  one  time  they^ 
waged  desperate  war  agunst  slashed 
doublets  aad  hose. 

Since  the  Reformation,  Basle  haa 
been  regarded  aa  the  stronghold  of 
Methodism  in  Switaerluid.  llie  pious 
turn  of  its  citizeBs  was  remarkably 
exhibited  in  the  mottoes  and  signs 
placed  over  their  doors.  These  have 
now  disappeared ;  but  two  very  sin- 
gular ones  nave  been  recorded — 

Auf  Gotl  icli  iB«lu  Hoffnnng  bu, 

Und  wohns  in  del  altt*  8m. 


WMkp,  ind  npMil  your  iIbi  allb  grief  i 
1  'm  all'd  Ihe  Ooldsn  Shin  at  UcS. 

The  spirit  of  trade,  however,  went 
hand  in  hand  with  Aat  of  religion — 
and  Basle  has  been  called  a  city  of 
usurers ;  5  per  cent,  was  styled  % 
"Christian  nsance"  (einen  Chriat- 
Itchen  Zins),  and  a  proclamation  of 
the  magistrates  (1682-S4)  denoonced 
those  who  lent  money  at  a  disconnt  of 
4  or  3i  per  cent,  as  "  selfish,  avari- 
cious, and  dangerous  persona  ;"  those 
who  lent  their  capital  at  a  lower  rate 
were  liable  to  have  it  confiscated,  be- 
cause, forsoolb,  such  persons,  "  by 
thrar  avarice,  did  irremediable  injory 
to  churches,  hospitals,  church  pro- 
perty, &c,  and  are  the  ruin  of  poor 
widows  and  orphans." 

The  dissensions  which  brotie  out 
soon  afUr  the  Bevolution  of  1830  be- 
tween ttie  inhabitants  of  the  toim  of 
Baale,  and  those  of  the  country,  led  to 


Smtxerkmd. 
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a  ciril  mr  between  the  parties,  and  a 

bloody   contest   ne&r  Liestbal   occa- 
sioued  tbe  Sniss  Diet,  in  1832,  to  pasi 
Kn  act  for  the  formal  separation  of  the 
canton  into  two  parts,  called   Basle 
Vilie    ami    Basle    CampogDe.      The 
Utter  consists   of  two-tuirds   of  the 
terrilAiy  of  the  whole  caatoo,  and  h 
for  its  capital  Lieathal.   Each  sends 
deputy  tr,  the  Diet ;  but   the  two  c 
tiaiona  enjoy  only  half  a  vote  eac   , 
and  when    the   deputies    of   the    two 
parts   take    opposite    aides  (which 
generally  the  case)  their  vote  does  ni 

Across  the  bridge  are  the  remains 
of  the  convent  of  Klin^enthal,  whose 
inmates  caused  what  la  called  "  the 
Nuns'  War,"  1436. 

Emvoia. — -About  2  m.  out  of  the 
town,  just  within  the  French  frontier, 
la  the  mined  ibrtress  of  SOningen, 
erected  by  I^ouia  XV.  to  overawe  fa' 
Swiss  neighbours,  and  dismantled 
1815. 

A  good  representation  of  the  Dance 
f/  Death,  in  burnt  clay,  may  k>e  pur- 
chased of  Sfaehly  and  Schablita,  who 
hare  a  manufkctory  peculiar  (it  is  be- 
lieved) to  the  spot  of  "figures  plas- 

Althoogh  you  may  poet  from  Basle 
to  Zurich,  Asrou  and  Schaffhausen, 

S»ee  {  5.  Introduction,)  yet,  as  jiostmg 
oes  not  extend  generally  into  the 
idjoining  cantons,  travellers  engage 
foiturier^a  horses  here  to  carry  tnem 
Da  their  journey,  I^tum  coachmen 
are  generally  to  be  fbund  at  all  the 
inns,  and  there  are  persons  in  the 
town  who  keep  horses  and  carriages 
(or  hire, 

Sailwaya  to  Freiburg,  Heidelberg, 
and  Frankfurt.— Tsrmtnt/s  at  present 
at  Ualtingen,  4  m.  from  Basle.  Omni- 
hu  thither.  To  Strasburg  by  Coltnar 
and  Hiiihausen. — See  Handbook  for 
IWkce.  Tmim  4  times  a  day.  The 
early  train  takes  only  4  hrs. ;  the 
otb^  trains  utke  5  hrs.  Lura^ge  is 
■laaiiDed  at  St.  Louis,  the  French 
custom-house.  Baggage  declared  to 
be  "en  transit "  is  exempted  tVom 
search  at  the  frontier,  and  is  sealed 
(plombe)  nntil  it  quits  France. 
DiligeHca  daily,  in  2  d&ys  and  3 


nights,  to  Pami   to  Berne,  by  the 
*'■■-—  Thai  (Moutiers)  ai  '  ■'' 

5  hrs. ;  by  Soleui 


-  bT  1 
Miinster  Thai  (Moutiers)  and  Bien 

'^leuie  in  llj 

in  lO^hrs.!  to 


s  of  the  Alps  ;  while  that  by  the 
Moutiers  (Rt«.  1)  has  also  great 


o  Lucerne  ti 
twice  in  9  ti 
the  Frickthal,  in  6^  houisi 
hansen  in  11  hrs. 

The  Routes  to  Berne  by  the  Hauen- 
stein  (Rtes.  3  and  4)  command  noble 

views  of  the  Alps        

Val  -- 
attractions. 

BSle  to  Berae  iy  Bieti 
2:>i  leagues  =.  76^  Eng.  n 


the  first  night  at  the  good  inns  of  B4 
rire  or  Tavannes. 

This  rte.  is  sometimes  called  dt 
rEiicU,  because  it  paasea  through  the 
ancient  bishopric  of  Basle,  now  united 

liie  valley  of  the  Birs,  commonly 
called  the  Val  Moutiers  (Miinster 
Thai,  in  Genu.),  through  which  this 
excellent  road  passes,  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  romantic  in  the 
whole  range  of  the  Jura.  It  consists 
of  a  series  of  narrow  and  rocky  defiles, 
alternating  with  open  basins,  covered 
with  black  forests  above,  and  verdant 
meadows  below,  enlivened  by  villages, 
mills,  and  forges.  A  rood  was  origi- 
nally carried  through  the  Val  Mou- 
tiers by  the  Romans,  to  keep  up  the 
communication  between  Aventicnm, 
the  Helvetian  capital,  and  Augst, 
their  great  fortified  outpost  on  the 
Rhine. 

t    St.    Jacob,    about    J    m.    be- 

1  the  gates  of  BUe,  in  the  an^le 

>een   two  roads,  a  small  Gothic 

s  has  been  erected,  lo  commemo- 

the  batth  of  St.  Jamb,  fought  in 

1^,  when  1600  Swiss  had  the  bold- 

.  lo   attack,   and   the   courage  to 

withstand  for  10  hrs,  a  French  army 

tenfold  more  numerous,  commanded  by 

the   Dauphin,    afterwards   Louis   XL 

Only  10  of  the  Swiss  escaped  alive, 

the  rest  were  left  dead  on  the  field, 

along  with  thrice  their  own  number  of 

foes,    whom    they    had   slain.      This 

almost  incredible  exphut  first  spread 
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sbroftd  through  Europe  the  fume  of 
Bwiu  valour;  and  Louis,  the  Dauphin, 
wiselj  seeing  that  it  was  better  to 
elun  them  as  friends  than  to  oppose 
Uiem  as  enemies,  courted  their  alli- 
ance, and  first  enrolled  them  as  a  per- 
manent body-guard  about  his  person 
—a  practice  continued  by  the  rrench 
monarchs  down  to  Charles  X.  The 
Siriss  themselves  ref^r  to  the  battle  of 
St.  Jacob  as  the  Thermopylx  of  their 
history.  The  vineyards  near  the  field 
produce  a  red  wine,  called  Schweitzer 
Blut  (Swiss  blood). 

A  few  nules  farther,  near  Eeinach, 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Birs,  is 
another  battle-field— that  of  Domach 
— where  the  Swiss  gained  a  victory 
over  a  much  larger  Austrian  force  in 
1499,  during  the  Suabian  war.  The 
bone-house,  in  which  the  remains  of 
the  slain  were  collected,  still  exists 
near  the  Capuchin  convent,  and  is 
filled  with  skulls  gathered  Erom  the 
field.  In  the  church  of  the  village 
Maupertuis  the  mathematician  (d. 
1759)  is  buried.  A  monument,  set  up 
to  his  memory  by  hisiriend  Bemouilli, 
was  destroyed  by  the  cur§  of  the  vil- 
la^, who  was  in  the  habit  of  repair- 
ing his  hearthstone  when  broken,  with 
slobs  taken  from  the  churchyard.  It 
has  been  replaced  by  a  fresb  monu- 
ment set  up  at  the  expense  of  canton 
Soleure. 

Beyond  Aesch  the  road  enters  that 
part  of  the  canton  Berne  which  an- 
ciently  belonged  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Basle;  the  valley  contracts,  increasing 
in  picturesque  beanty  as  yon  advance. 
The  castles  of  Angenstein  and  Zwin- 
^o  are  passed  before  reachii^ 

5  Lauffen, — a  dirty  walled  vill^^. 
No  good  /Tin. 

SoyhiJre  (Germ.  Saug«m) — a  vil- 
lage prettily  situated,  with  a  smalt 
country  Im  (Croix  Blanche),  tolerably 

The  Hotel  de  Bellerive,  6  hrs.  from 
Basle,  good,  moderate,  and  highly  re- 
commended. There  are  mineral  baths 
attached  to  the  house.— i>.  B. 

A  contracted  pass,    the  rocks  of 
which  on  the  rt  are  surmounted  by 
convent,  leads  into  the  open  basin  ( 

3}  Dflgmont  (DeUbei^)  ;  bat  it  i 


unnecessary  to  pass  through  that  little 
town  (situated  on  the  way  to  Port«n' 
truy),  as  onr  road  tnms  to  the  1.,  and 
continuing  by  the  side  of  the  Birs, 
enters  a  defile  higher,  grander,  and 
more  wild  than  any  that  have  pre- 
ceded it.  This  is,  properly  spea^ng, 
the  commencement  of  the  Val  Mon- 
tiers.  Rocky  precipices  overhang  the 
road,  and  black  forests  of  fir  cover  the 
mountains  above.  In  the  midst  of  it 
are  the  iron  furnaces  and  Ibrges  of 

Courrendelin  (Rennendorf.  /im; 
Hirsch),  supplied  with  ore  in  the  shape 
of  small  granulated  red  mosses,  vary- 
ig  from  the  size  of  a  ^a  to  that  of  ■ 


Jura  has  b( 


n  cleft  fr 


top  to  bottdm, 
allow  0  possoge  ior  the  Birs, 
exhibits  marks  of  some  great  convul- 
of  the  eorth,  by  which  the  strata 
of  limestone  (Jura-kalk)  have  been 
thrown  into  a  nearly  vertical  position, 
and  appear  like  a  succession  of  gigan- 
tic  wslb  on  each  side  of  the  road.  The 
gorge  terminates  in  anotlier  open  basin, 
in  the  midst  of  which  lies  Moutiera. 
A  new  road  branches  off  to  Solenre 
beyond  the  gorge,  about  1  m.  before 
reaching 

2J  Moutiers  Grandval,  or  Miinster 
^(/nii;  Krone,  good) — a  vill^fe  ol 
1250  inhab.,  named  from  a  very  ancient 
Minster  of  St.  Germanus  on  the  height, 
founded  in  the  7th  century,  and  now 
fast  falling  to  ruin.  [There  is  a  cor 
rood  from  Mouticrs  to  the  jununrt  of  tlu 
Weissenstein,  a  distonoe  of  about  lOm., 
up-hill  nearly  the  whole  way  ;  but 
much  improved  in  1850,  and  fit  for  the 
cars  of  the  country,  one  of  which, 
drawn  by  two  horses,  may  be  hired 
here  to  go  and  retnm  for  20  fr.  It 
passes  through  the  villages  of  Grand- 
val (Qrossao)  and  Gansbrunnen;  the 
ascent  occupies  3^  hrs.  The  Weis- 
senslein  is  described  in  Kte.  3.] 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  Msin  of 
Montiers  the  road  is  conducted  th  rough 
another  defile,  equally  g  road,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  the  Birs  tbams  and 
rushes,  overhung  by  perpendicular 
cliffs  and  funereal  firs.  To  this  SDO- 
ceeds  the  little  plain  of  Tavanaes,  is 
which    ore    situated   th«  viBages  of 


Switzerlctnd.     BODte  l.- 

CoDTt  (iim  .-  "Bit ;  wheDce  a  Meep  and 
uneven  foot-path  rims  over  the  Honto 
to  Bieoue) ;  MaUera;  (a  very  good  new 
Im  ;  a,  convenient  Bleepinc  place,  ca- 
pital trout),  and  Dacha&lden,  or 

Tavannes  ( Jnna  .•  Couronne,  rebuilt 
1847  ;  good  i  beds  1  fr.  50  c;  Croin  : 
also  good.)  The  tbUbj  to  the  E.  of 
Court,  called  Chalnat  (Tsohaywo),  is 
inhabited  bf  the  descendanta  of  the 
Anabaptists,  expelled  from  Berne  in 
1708-11.  The;  are  dlBtinguiBhed  bj 
their  indastr;  and  simple  manners  : 
the  young  mon  wear  beards.  \  m. 
above  Tavannes  ia  the  source  of  the 
Bira ;  before  reaching  it  our  road 
quits  the  valley,  mounting  up  a  steep 
ascent,  in  the  middleof  which  it  passes 
under  the  ain^lar  and  picturesque 
archway  formed  in  the  solid  rock, 
caUed 

Pierre  Pertrus.  Il  is  probsblj  a  na- 
tural opening,  enlarged  by  art.  It 
existed  in  the  tim?  of  the  ^mans,  as 
is  proved  by  a  de&ced  inacription  on 
the  N.  aide  : 


It  stood  on  the  boundary  line  separat- 
ing the  people  of  the  Banraci,  wbc 
extended  to  Bale,  from  tbe  SequanL 
The  archway  ia  about  40  ft  high  and 
10  or  12  thick.  The  pass  waa  fortified 
by  the  Aastrians  in  1813.  Here  is 
the  tratersbed  dividing  the  streams  of 
theKrs  ttom  those  of  the  Suie. 

31  Sonceboz  —  (f»t .-  Couronne, 
good)— a  village  in  the  Val  SL  Imier 
(Germ.  Ei^el),  up  which  runs  a  good 
road  to  Chaux  de  Fonda,  and  out  of 
vrhich  another  branches  S.  to  Neu- 
chatel  from  Yiilaret.  The  road  to 
Bienne  descends  the  valley  along  the 
L  bank  of  the  Suze,  which  forms  seve- 
ral small  cascades.  The  projecting 
rock  of  Bond  Chitel  was  occupied  in 
feudal  times  by  a  fort,  and  held  by  the 
powerful  Bishops  of  Bile,  to  whom  it 
gave  the  command  of  this  pass.  Tht 
Viea  from  tbe  last  slope  ot  tbe  Jura, 
over  Bienne  and  its  lake,  with  St. 
Peter's  Isle,  and  the  district  watered 
by  the  Aar,  Eouiie,  and  Zihl,  tiaeked 


PIERRE 

in  clear  weather  by  the  snowy  range 
of  the  Alps,  is  exceedingly  beautiful 
31  Bienne  (Get™-  Biel)— /nn».-  H. 
da  Jura,  outside  the  town,  good  and 
clean  ;  Cooronne,  within  the  town, 
fair  and  moderate ;  Croix  Blanche. 
Bienne  is  prettily  aitoated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  valley  of  the  Suze,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Jots,  here  mantled  with 
vines,  and  about  a  mile  horn  the  head 
of  tbe  lake  of  Bienne  (Rts.  45).  It  ia 
still  Burroanded  by  its  ancient  walla 
and  watch-towers,  and  is  approached 
by  several  shady  avenues.  The  nam- 
ber  of  inhabitants,  chiefly  Protestants, 
amounts  to  4'248.  The  town  anciently 
belon^d  to  tbe  Bishop  of  Bile,  but 
the  ciliiens,  early  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  freedom,  formed  a  perpetual 
alliance  vrith  Berne  in  iiS-i,  tor  the 
defence  of  their  liberties,  in  revenue 
for  which  the  (own  was  bamt  by  tbeir 
liege  lord.  The  Reformation  further 
weakened  the  connection  between  the 
(own  and  its  ecclesiastical  ruler,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century 
his  authority  became  nominaL  Bienne 
is  ao  industrious  town,  situated  at  the 
junction  of  tbe  high  roads  from  Berne, 
Bile,  Soleure,  and  Neuchatel.  between 
all  which  places  there  are  public  con- 
veyances daily.  The  new  road  (Hte. 
45)  along  the  W.  shore  of  the  lake 
shortens  the  distance  to  Neachitel 
bjn, 
lile  Si.  t 


.rthe 


dence  of  Rousseau.  SieaJMi-  daily  to 
Neuchltel,  through  the  Thiele. 

Those  who  have  a  tasM  for  climbing 
may  gratify  it  by  ascending  from 
hence  the  Ch/aieral  (Gestler),  one  of 
tbe  highest  mountains  of  the  Jura, 
3616  ft.  above  tbe  lake,  and  4936  ft. 
above  the  sea,  with  the  cert^nty  of 
being  rewarded  with  a  magnificent 
view  if  the  weather  be  clear.  The 
ascent  can  be  made  in  a  carri^%  in 
4j  hours. 

Quitting  Bienne  the  high  road  first 
crosses  [he  Suze,  on  its  way  into  the 
lake,  and  a  quarler  of  a  mile  farther  on 
theThiele(Zihl),  on  its  way  Out  of  the 
lake.  The  last  is  a  navigable  river 
which  drains  the  3  lakes  of  Bienne, 
Heucbfttel,  and  Horat,  and  Joins  the 
river  Aar  about  4  miles  lower  down. 
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On  the  mara^n  of  the  lake,  at  the  out- 
let of  the  Thiele,  stands  N  jdau— (fnn  .- 
Bear)— and  its  castle,  flanked  by  round 
towen  and  stirmounted  by  a  tall 
square  keep.  The  lords  of  Nydau, 
an  extinct  nunily,  to  whom  it  once  be- 
longed, were  foes  of  Berne ;  their 
stronghold  noir  bears  on  its  front  the 
Bernese  bear,  painted  of  colosssl  di- 
mensions, and  is  converted  int«  the 
c^antonal  salt- warehouse.  From  the 
slope  of  the  hill  near  Belmont,  a  good 
view  ia  obuined  of  the  lake  and  of  St. 
Peter'a  Isle.  Rt.  near  a  fir-wood, 
rises  an  obelisk,  by  way  of  monument 
to  the  Swiss  who  fell  here  doing  battle 
against  the  French  1798. 

^  Aarberg  (/nn .-  Krone)  is  a  town 
of  864  Inhab.  on  a  rocky  promontorv, 
nearly  surrounded  by  the  Aar,  which, 
indeed,  at  high-water,  actoally  con- 
verts it  into  an  island.  The  road  en- 
ters and  quits  the  town  by  2  covered 
bridges. 

At  Neubrucke  Che  Aar  is  crossed 
by  a  covered  bridge. 

4j  Berne— in  Rte.  24. 

ROUTE  2. 


leustb  :  one  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
lUime,  through  the  territory  of  Baden, 
is  provided  wilb  post-horses  at  the 
following  stations: — Beugon,  2^G^erm. 
m.  ;  Siikingen,  2  (/rm:  Badbaus,  best)  ; 
Lauftenburg,  Ij ;  Waldshut,  1^  ; 
Lauchringen,  1  j ;  Riederer,  1^  ;  Jes- 
tetlen,  if;  Schaflhsnsen,  1.  Time 
taken  with  post  horses,  ID  or  12  brs. 
In  going  from  Schalfhansen  to  Baale 
the  stations  are  to  Neuhaus  2  Germ. 
m. ;  Lauchringen,  1^. 

The  road  on  the  L  or  Swiss  side  of 
the  Rhine,  traversed  daily  by  a  Dili- 
genee  in  IS  brs.,  a  httle  way  ontaide  of 
Basle  croflses  the  Birs,  Hereabouts 
the  men  of  Basle  town  were  drawn 
into  an  ambuscade  by  those  of  Basle 
country,  and  attacked  with  the 
slaughter  of  200,  Aug.  1833.  This 
combat  was  followed  by  the  separa- 
tion of  the  city  from  the  rest  of  the 


canten  (see  p.  5).  The  road  passes 
through  the  two  villages  of 

2  Angst,  which  stand  on  each  side 
of  the  small  river  Ei^tz,  on  the  site 
of  the  Roman  city  Augusta  Saaraconon, 
founded  by  Munatius  Flancus,  in  the 
reign  of  Augustus.  Its  existent^  on 
this  spot  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
quantity  of  Roman  remains  that  have 
been,  and  still  are,  discovered,  wher- 
ever the  ground  is  turned  up.  There 
are  indications  of  an  amphitheatre, 
now  converted  into  pleasure  grounds; 
but  the  remains  of  buildings  are  very 
slight.  "  The  relics  which  have  been 
fouiid  are  curious,  thouf^  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  ground  has  arrayed 
them  in  the  style  of  a  tea-g&nun. 
There  are  several  columns,  inscrip- 
tions, tombs,  and^gments  of  statnes, 
all  of  the  Lower  Empire;  but  which 
the  antiquary  would  do  well  to  ex- 
amine, as  they  are  inedited."— F.  P. 

H  Rheinfelden  (/nn:  Krone,  Post), 
a  town  of  1500  inhab.,  surroonded  by 
wsJia  and  closed  at  either  end  by 
gates  in  the  true  Swiss  fashion.  II 
stands  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
here  crossed  by  a  covered  wooden 
bridge,  above  and  Ijclow  which  the 
rocks  in  the  river  bed  form  consider- 
able rapids  and  falls.  Opposite  the 
inn  is  a  handsome  fountein,  a  pillar  of 
bronze,  supporting  a  standard  bearer 
with  the  arms  of  the  town.  Ihike 
Bernard  of  Sane  Weimar  gained  a 
battle  here  in  the  Thirty  Years'  War 
(1638)  in  which  the  Due  de  Rohan 
perished. 

This  road  is  extremely  pretty.  The 
finest  view  is  that  from  the  hill  over- 
looking the  old  town  of  LauSenburg. 

ii  Laufibnburg  (/nn;  Post,  so,  so), 
a  town  of  900  l3iab.,  connected  br  8 
wooden  bridge  with  Klein  Laofl^' 
bni^,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
The  river  flows  in  a  deep  sunk  chan- 

il,  mgged  with  rocks  which  fret  it 


bright  iilue-green  waters; 
interrupted  by  more  rapids  i 
in  German  called  Laaffen,  wl 


ipids  and  &lls, 


of  the  place.  Small  boats  can 
only  pass  theok  by  unloading  their 
cargoes  above,  and  being  let  down 
graduallv  by  stout  ropes,  held  by  men 
stationed  on    the   bank.    It  was  in 
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descending  these  rapids  in  this  . 
Her  that  a,  jovng  English  noblf 
Lord  Mantsgae,  the  Ust  male  of  hU 
line,  was  drowned — on  the  some  day 
that  his  JBmilj  mansion,  Cowdraj,  in 
Snases,  was  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  accident  is  eonunonly,  but  erro- 
neonsly,  referred  lo  the  Bhine  f  " 
SchafiAausen. 

The  road,  leaving  on  the  ri.  that 
which  leads  to  Baden  and  Zurich 
(R.  6X  here  croeses  the  Bliine,  enters 
Baden,  and  joioing  the  post-road  On 
the  rt.  banh,  proceeds  to 

2|  WaldshHt(ftiu.-RebBtock{Vine>, 
deut  and  reasonable ;  B&discher  Hof)i 
a  walled  town  of  1000  Inhab.,  on  the 
skirts  of  the  Black  ForesL 

A  mile  above  this,  near  a  small 
Tillage  called  Cobleni  (Confluentia), 
Uie  Rhine  is  joined  by  the  Aar.  AC 
Waldshnt  our  road  turns  away  from 
the  Rhine,  and  proceeds  by  Tbiengen 
and  £^zingen  to 

Si  IjDter-Neubaus,  a  Swiss  riUage, 
in  the  canton  of  Schaffhausen. 

3i    SCHAPFHiOSEN.      Rte.  7,  p.  19. 

BOUTE  3. 


To  Soleure  12J  leagues  =  38^  Eng. 
m.,  8  hrs.  drive ;  thence  to  Birane  5 

Tbe  road  is  the  game  as  Bte.  2  for 
the  first  few  miles,  proceeding  along 
the  L  bank  of  the  Rhine  till  within  a 
short  distance  of  Angst  (p.  8),  where 

aZtaOat  CIms  not  rood;  Falke-, 
ussel,  la  CU);  chief  town  of  the 
diriaion  of  the  canton  distinguished 
M  Bile  Campagne  (Basel  I«n(&chaft), 
which,  having  revolted  Irom  the  town 
of  Bale  after  the  July  revolution,  was 
separated  from  it  by  an  act  of  the 
Diet  in  1832,  though  the  two  divisions 
are  still  regarded  in  the  Diet  but  as 
one  estate.  BSle  Camp^ne  includes 
K  parishes,  with  alwut  36,000  inhab., 
or  Aout  four-fifths  of  the  canton. 
Liesthal,  a  <lirty,  uninteresting  town 
of  2170  inhab..  shioe  the  revolution 
has  beconke  the  seat  mt  government. 


In  the  Counml-house  rBathslnbe)  a 


tic  characler  on  approaahing 

21  Waldenbuig  (Jnn  ■(  Oberdorf, 
tolerable),  a  village  of  300  Inhab^, 
at  the  N.  base  of  the  Jura.  To  the 
E.  may  be  seen  the  ruins  of  the  Cattie, 
destroyed  in  1798,  planted  on  a  high 
rocky  ridge,  which  seems  to  close  up 
the  valley — and  a  wall  once  actuallj 
extended  from  it  across  valley  and 
river.  Here  begins  the  ascent  of  the 
Hauenslein  by  a,  series  of  ligaags,  and 
continues  fbr  1  j  hoar  as  br  as  X4Ui- 
genbruck. 

The  road  over  the  Obor-Hauen- 
stein,  once  formidable  from  the  abrupt- 
ness of  the  ascent,  has  been  greatly 
improved,  and  the  steepness  of  ttie 
slope  so  much  diminished,  that  extra 
horses  are  unnecessary  except  for  very 
heavily  laden  carriages.  The  summit, 
3000  ft.  above  the  sea-tavel,  is  easily 
sunaounted  in  an  hour.  A  heavy 
loll,  amounting  to  21  bati  for  a  car- 
riage with  two  horses,  is  paid  on 
crossing  it.  On  this  account  the 
Swiss  voitariers  generally  avoid  tMs 
road.  Down  to  the  end  of  the  last 
century  so  steep  was  the  old  road  that 
loaded  wRfvons  were  drawn  up  on 
one  side  aiM  let  down  the  otiier  with 
B  rope  and  windlass. 

Langenbriick  (/nn:  Bjir)  is  the  last 
village  in  Bile  Campagne.  UoMer- 
bank  is  in  Solenre.  The  ruins  of 
AH-Becbburg  castle  are  Tisiblu  over 
the  firewoods. 

Near  the  bottom  of  the  descent  the 
imposing  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  Falien- 
stem,  surmounted  by  its  circular  Don- 
jon, rise  midway  between  the  two 
roads  to  Bile,  by  the  Hauenstcin  and 
by  the  Passwang,  which  unite  here. 
This  position  gave  to  its  anoient 
owners  the  powers  of  levying  black- 
mail upon  each  of  these  passes.  It 
belonged  at  one  time  to  Rudolph  von 
Wart,  who  was  broken  on  the  wheel 
for  hJs  share  in  the  murder  of  the 
Emperor  AJbert,  and  was  consoled  in 
his  agony  by  the  presence  and  forti- 
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tode  of  hii  wife.  (See  Bte.  6,  p.  16.) 
The  cwtle  was  destroyed  bv  the  men 
of  Bule,  becRuse  a  waggon  laden  with 
saffron,  belonring  to  t^ii  mecchania, 
had  been  piUaged  by  the  Lords  of 
Falkenilein. 

At  the  foot  of  the  bare  rock  lies  the 
haoilet  of  St.  Wol^^ang. 

^  Ballsthtd(rin.-  B^li,  tolerable), 
the  chief  place  in  the  Tsllej,  and  the 
usual  rendenous  of  tbe  mea  of  the 
□antou    when   assembled    to    discnas 


The  lalley  is  luddeulj  clo«ed  by 
the  adTBnce  of  a  roclc  snnnoanted  by 
die  still  inhabited  Cutle  of  Blauen- 
ittin,  at  whose  base  crouches  the  vil- 
lage of  Innere  Kliu  (Im:  Hirsch), 
arranged  in  2  rows  of  hooaes,  at  the 
oatlet  of  a  ronuuidc  defile  or  rent 
(KfiaX  which  serers  the  Jura  chain. 
It  derives  its  name  from  having  been 
elosed  fclausos)  in  ancient  times  by 
gate  and  wall,  erected  by  the  lords  of 
BlauensteiD.  This  Pass  is  of  mncli 
importance  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  as  one  of  the  main  portals  intc 
Switzerland.  In  the  iron  fiiraaces  ol 
Klus  vilUge  the  pea-like  iron-ore 
(bohnen),  so  common  in  the  Jura,  it 
smelted.  The  road  on  the  rL  leadi 
into  the  Miinster  Thai  at  Gansbruu' 
nen  (Bte,  1,  p.  6),  through  the  valley 
of  the  Dunnam. 

Near  Aussere  KJus  (/mi  Lijwe), 
where  the  pass  temiinates,  the  tra- 
veller emerges  into  tiie  Aar  valley, 
and  is  greeted  by  a  fine  view  of  the 
snowy  chain  of  the  Alps,  and  the 
road  descends.  Oensiogen  and  thr 
ruins  of  Nea  Bechburc;  remain  oc 
the  L,  Ober-Bip^  on  Uie  n.  of  the 
rood.  Above  it  rises  the  ruined  Cattle 
of  Bipp  (oattnim  Pepini),  built  by 
Peinn,  Uaire  du  Palais.  The  emi- 
nence on  which  it  stands  is  crowned 
with  flue  chestnut  trees,  and  the  view 
from  it  is  superb. 

2i  Wiedlisbach. 

S{  SouiUBE  (Qerm.  Solothum). 
Itaai  Couronne,  old,  and  sulnect  to 
bad  amdls,  but  tolerable  in  ottier  re- 

r!ts)  good  table  dlldle  at  1,  S^fr.; 
Tour. 
Soleure,  the  capital  of  tha  canton, 
ii  prettily  sitoated  on  the  Aar,  at  the 


foot  of  the  Jura  range,  and  has  4647 
inhab.  (200  Protestants),  in  the 
middle  of  tlie  ITth  century  it  was 
surrounded  by  fortifications  of  great 
extent,  which  look  60  years  to  com- 
plete, and  constuned  vast  sums  of 
money.  In  1S36  the  removal  of  these 
costly  and  useless  woib  was  decreed 
by  the  Great  Council  of  the  canton. 
It  is  on  the  wluile  a  dull  town  with 
little  trade  and  few  nunufacturce- 
The  iblLowing  objects  are  most  worth 

At  the  end  of  llie  principal  street, 
approached  by  a  Bi^t  of  steps,  flanked 


by  fbuntains  representing  Uoaes 
striking  the  rock,  and  Gideon  writh- 
ing the  dew  from  the  fleece,   stands 


Gideon  yi 
mg  tne  oew  trom  tne  fleece,  s_.u» 
the  CaOedral  of  St  Umui  (a  soldier 
of  the  Theban  legion),  a  modem 
building,  finished  1773,  by  an  Italian, 
Pesoni,  of  Aneona;  it  is  tustinguisbed 
by  its  liie,  and  on  the  whole  hand- 

The  clock  bmer  (ZeitglockentfaurmX 
in  the  market-plaoe  (a  contioaation 
of  the  same  street),  is  stated  by  the 
guide-books  to  be  a  Koman  work, 
while  a  German  inscription  upon  it 
attributes  its  foundation  to  a  period 
500  years  earlier  than  the  birlli  of 
Christ;  it  niav  owe  its  origin  to  the 
Burgundian  Kings.  It  is  square  in 
form,  and  constructed  of  the  most 
solid  masonry,  rough  outside,  origi- 
nally without  window  or  other  o 
ing,  for  80  fSet.  If  we  are  to  be 
the  two  Latin  verses  on  the  front  oi 
this  building,  Soleure  is  the  moat 
ancient  city  in  H.W.  Europe  except 

In  CcltU  DihU  Mt  SdodoiD  ittUqiiliu,  uiiii 

The  Arsenal  (Zeugfaaus),  a  gable 
fronledhouse  (d.  15S0),  not  &r  from 
the  Cathedral,  contains  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  curious  collection  of 
ancient  armour  in  Switzerland.  Here 
are  shown  nomerons  standards,  taken 
by  the  Swiss  in  their  victories  over 
the  Burgundians  and  Austrians,  at 
Sempach,  Morat,  NancT  (bearing  the 
portrait  of  Charles  the  Bold— wiMtSb 
George  and  the  Dragon),  and  Grand- 
son. Some  of  these,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve them,   have  been  fastened  to 


ler  open- 
obeSeve 
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BnreimdiBD.  There  are  a  few  luits 
of  Ghuin  mail,  and  B  ^^^at  muiy  of 
commoner  sort  worn  by  Lani  Kneohtft. 
More  thsji  IDD  heads  are  said  to  have 
fallen  imder  an  execittioiur't  svjord  here 
preserved.  Several  ipecimeng  of  wall 
pieoes,  or  long  swivels,  for  the  de- 
fence of  a  fortress,  are  cnrioos.  Some 
of  the  armour  ii  for  sale. 

The  JfuMum,  in  the  Wsisenhaas, 
close  to  the  bridge  over  the  Aar,  con- 
tains the  finest  collection  of  Jnra 
fogaUa  in  existence — 15,000  specimens, 
chiefly  from  quarries  near  Soleure, 
which  will  be  viewed  with  ^eat  inte- 
rest by  the  geologist  There  are 
nearly  thirty  specimens  of  fossil  turtle, 
rarely  found  elsewhere,  together  with 
teeth  and  palsies  of  fish,  and  nome- 
roos  fragments  Kjf  sauriaas,  derived 
from  a  formation  which  is  believed  to 
oorreepond  with  the  Portland  stone  of 
Eoglaitd.  The  jaws  of  maaunalia  are 
said  to  come  from  the  same  loculitv  (?). 
A  suite  of  specimens  of  the  rocks  of 
the  Alps  were  collected  in  numerous 

Cimeys  by  Professor  Hugi,  lo  whom 
longs    the   merit    of   forming    and 
arranging  this  cabineL 

The  Ambassador  of  France  to  the 
Swiss  Confederation  resided  here 
nntil  the  French  BeTohition :  his 
hotel  ii  converted  into  a  barracL. 
The  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Bile 

lires  here.    The  clergiy  are 

and  powerful,  both  in  the 
canton.  There  are  aereral 
at  Soleure.  The  sisters  otSl.  Joaeph'i 
Ntmnery,  outside  Che  Beme  gate, 
make  artificial  flowers,  sweetmeats, 
and  other  articles,  which  they  sell  at 
the  grating.  Their  pincushions  are 
cltunsy,  and  themselves  not  very  in- 
'  teresting.  Soleure  was  long  the  head> 
quarters  for  eotiating  Swiss  recruits 
in  the  foreign  serrice  of  France, 
Spsin,  the  Pope,  and  Naples — but  the 
practice  is  gomg  out:  a  contract  is  in 
force  with  the  King  of  Naples, 
ex|iires  in  1855,  and  will  prob 
not  be  renewed. 

Thaddeat  KoacHulu),  the  Pole,  spent 


1  probablj 


the  last  yean  of  his  life  here  ;  his 
bonse,  in  which  he  died,  is  near  the 
Post-oSice,  No.  &,  Gurielen-gasse. 
His  entrails  are  interred  in  the  church- 
yard of  Zucbwyl,  a  mile  distant  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Aar,  under  a 
monument  inscribed  "  Viscera  Thaddai 

About  2  miles  N.B.  of  Soleure,  be- 
yond the  village  of  St.  Nicholas,  lisa 
the  chapel  and  Hennilag4  of  SL  Vavna, 
at  the  eztremiiy  of  a  pretty  Talley, 
hemmed  in  by  roclu  of  gneiss  and 
granite,  embowered  in  trees,  and  tra- 
versed by  a  sparkling  rivulcL  It  it 
rendered  acoesiible  by  paths,  originally 
formed  by  the  French  Emigres,  who, 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  French  Bevo- 
lution,  sought  sn  asylum  here.  Th« 
valley  abounds  in  caves  and  irrottoes, 
partly  natural,  partly  arlifidal,  and  at 
Its  further  extremity,  within  anatural 
shelf  of  over-arching  chfT,  stands  the 
UtUe  CAap«J  of  St.  Varma  ;  behind  the 
altar  a  small  cave  has  been  cut  in  the 
rock,  and  now  contains  a  representa- 
tion of  the  holy  sepulchre.  Tbit  saint, 
a  pious  maiden  who  accompanied  the 
Theban  legion,  suffered  severe  leoipts- 
tion  in  this  sohtude,  according  to  Iha 
legend,  &om  the  devil,  who,  on  one 
occasion,  was  on  the  point  of  carrjii^ 
her  0^  when  she  sared  herself  by 
clinging  fast  to  the  rock,  where  the 
hole  made  by  her  finger-nails  still 
remains.  On  Uie  way  to  the  hermit^e, 
near  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  the 
C/idteav  of  Waldegy  is  passed ;  its  old- 
fashioned  gardens,  laid  out  in  terraces. 


Ttie  WeusOTsCntt-^Tbe  most  inte- 
resliog  excursion  in  the  neighbonr- 
hoodofSoleur 


>  the  summit 


bably  named  &om  i 
limestone),  the  mountain  immediately 
behind  the  town.  The  distance  is 
about  8  miles,  and  the  time  occupied  in 
the  ascent  3  hours.  The  mountain  is 
made  accessible  for  chars-4-banc,  by  a 
road  somewhat  steep,  passing  through 
the  villages  Langendorf  and  Oberdorf, 
behind  *3iich  it  is  carried  up  the  face  of 
the  mountains  in  a  series  of  zig-zags. 

A  cbar-i-banc,  drawn  by  3  horses, 
,  may  be  hired  at   the  Couronne,  in 
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Soleure,  for  10  or  12  Swiss  francs 
go  and  retnnx  If  it  be  detained 
the  mountain  for  the  night,  2  francs 
eiCra  are  paid.  PedcBtrians  may  find 
a  abort  cut,  and  reach  the  top  easily 
in  aj  hrs. ;  they  may  visit  the  Her- 
mitage of  St  Verena  in  their  way  to 

An  ffofrf  and  Bath'Jumse  has  been 
built  at  the  expense  of  Ihe  town  on 
the  brow  of  the  monnlain,  3950  ieel 
above  the  sea-l^vel,  and  2640  above 
the  Aar  at  Soleure.  It  fnrnisheH 
about  30  beds,  and  the  accommoda- 
tion, though  homely,  is  ^rod.  It 
is  rented  hj  the  landloM  of  the 
CouTOnne  at  Soleure,  M.  Brunner. 
The  charaes  are  —  dinner  at  table- 
d'hfite,  without  wine,  1  fr.  20  rap. ; 
supper,  I  fr.  ba. ;  break&st  of  tea  or 
Cofiee  alone,  50  rp.  ;  beds  from  8  to 
10  batiL 

The  dury  of  the  establishment  is 
supplied  bj  GO  cows,  fed  on  the  pas- 
ture on  the  summit  of  the  mountains, 
BO  that  milk  and  cream  may  be  bad 
here  in  perfection- 

Alany  invalids  take  up  their  resi- 
dence here  during  the  summer  months, 
on  account  of  the  fresh  sir,  or  for  the 
"cure  de  petit  lait"  (goat's  whey), 
&c.,  which  is  recommended  in  certain 
complaints.  The  daily  charge  for 
those  who  remain  here  more  than  a 
week  **  en  pension,"  is  6  F.  fr'ancs. 

The  greater  portion  of  visitors, 
t  hither  merely  on  ac 


It  of  the  V 
it  one  night  to  e^joy  tl 


The  Inn  of  the  Weissenstein,  and 
the  still  more  elevated  summit  of  the 
mountaiD,  called  Hasematte,  Ij  hour's 
walk  from  the  Inn,  to  the  W.  of  it, 
command  one  of  the  finest  diatant 
prospects  of  the  Alps  which  can  be 
named.  The  great  chain  of  snowy 
peaka,  &c.,  here  seen,  spread  out 
along  the  horizon,  extends  for  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  200  miles,  from  the 
Sentis  on  ^e  £.,  to  the  Mont  Blanc 
in  the  W.  Immediately  in  front  rise 
the  Jungfrau,  Schreckhom,  and  other 
giants  of  the  Bernese  chain.  In  the 
foreground,  amidst  a  varied  expanse 
of  wooded  bill  and  verdant  rale,  are 


seen  the  lakes  of  Morat,  KendiStel, 
and  Bienne.  while  the  silvery  Aar,  on 
which  stands  the  town  oi  Soleure, 
winds  like  a  snake  at  the  foot  of  the 
monntain.    ' 

Keller  has  engraved  a  panorama  of 
the  Weissenstein,  in  idiiob  every 
mountain,  town,  village,  and  other 
object  of  interest  visible  from  the  top, 
'    marked.    Copies  of  it  are  hung  up 


.t  the  ii 


eoFvi 


The  landlord  of  the  Couronne 
at  Soleure  will  give  his  guests  a  small 
sketch  of  it. 

Another  road,  quite  practicable  for  a 
cbar-il-banc,  descends  the  opposite  ^. ) 
side  of  the  Weissenstein,  into  the  Val 
Moutiers  (see  p.  fl). 

From  Soleure  to  Bienn« 
=15Eng.  m.    The  road 
the  S.  base  of  the  Jura.    The 
Ibe  top  of  the  Weissenstein  continnes 
long  a  conspicuous  object 

^  Grenchen. 

Od  the  rt.  of  the  road  lie  the  Baths 
of  Orange  (Grenchen),  a  large  build- 
ing. At  Bonjean  (Botzingeu),  almost 
a  suburb  of  Bienne,  our  road  tails  in 
with  that  from  the  Uiinster  Thai 
(Route  1). 

^  Bimae  (p.  7). 

ROUTE  4. 

BASLE    TO    LUCGBHE,    BT    THE    UNTER' 


1    the 


A  diligence  goes  di    ^ 

The  road  throughout  is  good. — As 

Si  Liesthal,  it  is  the  same  as  Route 
3 ;  here,  instead  of  turning  8.,  it 
ascends  the  vale  of  the  Ei^li,  as 
f^aa 

^  Bukten. 

TTie  pass  of  the  Unter-Hauenstein 
(the  hewn  rock),  which  now  com- 
mences, is  of  great  importance  as  an 
outlet  for  the  merchanffiae  of  Switnr- 
land,  and  as  the  most  direct  line  of 
communication  from  W.  Germany  to 
Italy  by  the  St  Gothard.  Improve- 
ments Iwve  rendered  the  slope  on  both 
sides  BO  gradual,  that  extra  horses  are 
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nvelf  required  for  oairia^s.  A  toll 
of  5  bftti  per  horse  is  paid,  but  no- 
thing IB  charged  far  Vorspann  horaea. 
From  the  guniinit  of  the  pons,  after 
erowiiie  the  boaodai^-liiie  of  BUe 
■nd  Soleure,  a  Hne  view  U  obtained 
of  the  ereat  chain  of  the  Alps. 

2}  Olten  (fiM.-  Krone),  thongh  it 
eontaing  but  1500  inhab.,  promigBB  lo 
rise  into  a   flourishing   town,  to  the 

Gjndiee  of  Solenre,  of  which  it  i» 
oming  the  Tival.  Its  prosperity  i» 
jreatlj  promoted  by  its  position  on 
the  new  road  of  (he  Unler-Hauen- 
■lein.  It  is  built  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Aar,  and  is  said  to  be  the  Boman 
UHinaim,  The  roads  froin  Bile  to 
Lucerne,  and  from  Ziirich  to  Solenre 
ud  Nencbal«l,  cross  here.  The  old 
pariiA  church,  concerted  into  a  wood 
•rarehoDse  sisce  the  new  one  was 
built,  is  of  great  antiqult; :  it  is  men- 
tioned in  records  as  early  as  1 240. 

Our  road  crosses  the  Aar  br  a 
wooden  bridge,  and  proceeds  along 
iV  n.  bank,  Urongh  pleasing  scenery. 


.     .       ab.,  almost  entirely 

lebnilt  unce  a  conflagration  in  1S4U, 
distinguished  by  its  extensive  Citadel 
on  the  heights  above,  constructed  in 
1680;  the  only  fortress  belonging  to 
the  Swiss  Confederation,  but  of  no  nse 
OS  a  fortification,  for,  although  it  has 
bomb-proof  casemates  bewn  out  of  the 
lock,  its  works  haie  been  allowed  to 
go  to  decay.  It  serves  as  a  military 
storehouse  for  the  Swiss  Coofedera- 
^OD,  and  forms  a  [ttcturesque  object 
in  the  landscape,  such  as  is  met  with 
in  the  background  of  old  German  pic- 
tores.  Outside  the  town  is  an  exten- 
Itve  cotton  factory.    11  m.  farther,  at 

KreDtzstraase,  the  high  road  fl-om 
Zurich  to  Berne  (Koute  13)  crosses  our 
route.     The  Lion  is  a  good  inn  here. 

The  road  continues  along  a  pretty 
Tslley,  distinguished  by  its  Terdant 
putives.  ana  its  snbsCantial-looking 
Douies,  many  of  them  with  gardens, 
■hose  walls  are  often  covered  with 


other  like  fishes'  scales. 

dered  by  a  varied  outline  of  wooded 
heights.    In  front,  the  sntury  Alps. 
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jZoffingen  — (/nn<:  Ochs;  Rossli) 
—a  town  with  3172  Inhab.  lU  Li- 
brary contains  curious  HS.  letters  and 
drawings.  A  fragment  of  the  castle 
of  Reiiteii,  and  a  solitary  tree  perched 
on  a  rock  beside  it,  become  conspi- 
cuous before  reaching  the  Tillage  of 
Reiden,  where  a  toll  of  8  bats,  includ- 
ing all  the  road  to  and  from  this  to 
Lucerne,  is  paid.  The  Parsons^  was 
originally  the  house  of  the  Kni^ts  of 

A  view  is  obtained  of  the  Lake  of 
Sempach,  and  of  a  smaller  lake  called 
Hauensee,  from  the  height  above. 

^  Sursee  —  (/rau.-  Soleil;  Eirsch; 
bad  and  dear)— an  old  walled  town, 
whose  gate-towers  stillbearthe  double- 
headed  eagle  <^  Austria  carved  in 
stone.    "  ^e  traveller  may  well  em> 

JiaWAaiu,  much  dilapidated,  but  amird- 
ing  a  good  specimen  of  the  peculiari- 
ties  of  the  German-Burgundlan  style. 
The  general  outline  resembles  the  old 
Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh."— P.  Snrsee 
lies  at  the  distance  of  about  n  mile 
from  the  N.  extremity  of  the  Lake  of 
Sempach,  which  is  seen  over  and 
among  the  orchards  on  the  left  of  the 
road  in  going  to  Lucerne.  It  has  no 
pretensions  to  great  beauty,  but  is 
pleasing,  and  highly  interesting  his- 
torically, from  uie  famous  Battle  of 
Sfmpach  (1386) — the  second  of  those 
great  and  surprising  victories  by 
which  Swiss  independence  was  esta- 
blished. It  was  fought  on  the  E. 
shore  of  the  lake,  behind  the  little 
town  of  Sempach,  opposite  which  the 

1.l.~ ..     ;„t^     r„fl      ^Ow     fi^r,..,     .,.,• 


1  fdl   V 


i  from 


of  the  lake  was  let  ot^  in  order  to 
gain  land  along  its  banks ;  thus  its 
extent  is  diminished,  its  sor&ce  low- 
ered, and  its  form  somewhat  altered 
from  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the 
battle. 

AJwnt  a  m.  from  Sampach — (/nnj; 
Kreuti;  Adler) — a  small  Chapel,  in 
the  form  of  a  portico,  is  erect«d  to 
commemorate  the  victory,  on  the  spot 
where  Leopold  of  Austna  (son  of  the 
Dnke  of  the  some  name  who  had  been 
defeated  71  years  before  at  Morear- 
ten)  lost  his  Me.    The  names  of  ^ose 
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who  fell,  both  Anatriuu  and  Siriss, 
were  inscribed  on  the  walU,  which 
■Iso  bear  &  rude  fresco  representation 
of  the  noble  deiotioa  of  Araoid  of 
WiitAelned. 

Ba  oTbittle-nHtTn  cfaMI 


He  was  &  knight  of  Uaterwalden, 
who,  obserrins  all  the  eSbrls  of  the 
Swiss  to  break  Uie  rooks  of  their 
enemies  foiled  bj  Iheir  long  lances, 
exclaimed,  "  Protect  my  wife  and 
children,  and  I  will  open  a  path  to 
freedom."  He  then  rushed  forward, 
and  gathering  in  his  lunia  aa  many 
lances  as  he  could  grasp,  buried  them 
in  his  bosom.  The  coi^ederatos  were 
enabled  to  take  adiantage  of  the  gap 
ihuB  formed  in  the  uuiU-clad  r^ks 
of  the  foe,  before  the  Austrian  lancers 
had  time  to  extricate  their  entangled 
weapons  irom  bis  corae.  In  order  to 
oppose  the  Swiss,  who  fought  on  Coot, 
many  of  Che  Austrian  nobles  hod  dia- 
mounled  to  form  a  serried  phalanx; 
but  the  armour  which  rendered  them 
almost  inmlnerable  on  horaebaok,  and 
which,  while  (hey  remained  united 
and  in  close  column,  had  formed  bo 
impenetrable  ■  ttarrier  to  the  attack 
of  the  Swiss,  now  that  their  ranks 
were  broken,  disabled  them  from 
coping  with  their  light-anaed  and 
active  foes.  600  Dobles  were  slain, 
and  more  than  2000  common  soldiers; 
while  the  entire  force  of  the  Swiss, 
who  aohiered  this  victory,  is  said  not 
to  haie  exceeded  1400  men.  The 
conquerors  founded  masses  for  the 
souls  of  those  who  fell,  friends  as  well 
as  foes,  and  they  are  celebrated  e>ea 
now  on  the  anniversary  of  the  fight, 
which  is  a  popular  festival. 

At  ButtishoU,  a  village  about  3  m. 
W.  of  Nothwyl,  and  on  the  rt.  of  oar 
road,  may  be  seen  a  mound,  called 
the  EtiglM  barrmc,  because  it  contains 
the  bones  of  3000  of  our  countrymen, 
followers  of  the  celebrated  Condot- 
tjero  leader,  Ingdram  de  Coucy,  who 
were  defeated  here,  13T6,  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Entlebuch.  This  lofelram 
de  Coucy  was  son-in-law  of  Mward 


ni.,  king  of  England,  and  Earl  oi 
Bedford.  Having  a  feud  against  Xjeo- 
pold  of  Austria,  he  not  only  laid 
waste  bis  territories,  but  made  devaa- 
tatlog  inroads  into  the  neighbouring 
Swiss  cantons,  from  the  Jura  to  the 
gates  of  Berne  and  Zurich,  imM  his 
career  was  suddenly  arrestod  here 
by  a  few  hundred  Swiss  peasajit& 
This  action  put  an  end  to  a  slfi^^le 
known  in  Swiss  history  aa  the  ^ig- 

The  approach  to  Lncerue  is  cbarm- 
ing:  on  the  L  rises  the  Rigi,  in  ^uw 
somewhat  resembling  a  horse's  back ; 
on  the  rt.  the  Filatus  ia  distii^^shed 
by  its  serrated  ridge.  Ailer  crosaiug 
the  small  stream  of  the  Euune  by  a 
wooden  bridge,  we  reach  the  banks  ot 
the  green  Beoss,  rushing  out  <^  the 
lake  of  Lncerne.  On  the  rt.  the  new 
road  to  Berne,  by  the  Entlebuch,  is 
passed.  Lucerne  is  surrounded  MI 
this  side  by  a  battlemenled  wall, 
flanked  at  inlervsJs  by  a  number  irf 
tall  watch-towers,  descendii^  to  the 
margin  of  Che  river. 

4J  LuCEssE.    (Route  16.) 

BOUTE  a. 


10!  leagues  —  32(  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  m  6  nours. 

The  road  is  tiie  same  as  Boats  2,  aa 

31  Bheinfblden  (p.  8>  At  Stein, 
where  the  Inh  (mm  Iibwen)  is  the 
best  on  the  route,  it  quits  the  side  of  the 
Bhine,  and  ascends  the  Erickthal  to 

^  Frick— (/imj.-  Adleri  Ango)-^ 
villaKB  of  18O0  Inhab.,  with  a  church 
on  a  neu^ht.  Here  our  route  branches 
ooC  of  the  high  road  to  Ziirich.  (E.  6.) 
The  Frickthal  and  surrounding  diatrioC 
belonged  to  Austria  down  to  1801. 

The  StafFblegg  is  a  depresalpa  or  col 
in  the  chain  i«  the  Jura,  over  which 
an  easy  carriage-road  has  bem  con- 


(Sauvage)— Ochs   (Bceur}--Cigogne) 
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— the  chief  town  of  the  c&nton  Ar- 
govie,  which  was  &ni  included  in  the 
CoofederKtioa  in  1603,  hftTin^  pre- 
Tiooaly  formed  a.  subject  province  of 
oaaton  Beme,  contains  4aO0  Inhab., 
uid  ia  sitnated  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Aitr:  the  brid^  over  it  was  iwept 
ttway  by  an  inondalion  in  1831.  ^• 
moad  called  it,  in  ISIT,  "an  odiona 
little  place  i"  but  it  haa  aucb  imwoved 
and  increiued  since  (hen.  It  liea  at 
the  S.  base  of  the  Jim,  here  partlj 
covered  with  Tinefarda.  There  are 
maoy  extensile  cotton-mills  here. 

The  JtalAAaiu,  in  which  the  can- 
tonal councils  are  held,  includes  with- 
in its  circuit  the  tower  of  a  feudal 
castle  of  the  Coujits  tou  Bore,  which 
latij  be  iwarded  as  the  niioleas  of 
the  town.  In  the  pariah  nkurch,  Pro- 
testant and  Catholic  services  are  per- 
formed allemately. 

^nry  Zschokke,  the  historian  and 
novel  writer,  resided  here.  Wben  Che 
armies  of  the  Trench  Bevolution  took 
poaseaaion  of  Switzerland  in  1TS9,  and 
destroyed  its  ancient  form  of  gorem- 
ment,  Aaran  was  made  oapitaf  of  Che 
Helietian  Bepublic,  but  it  was  soon 
transferred  Co  Lucerne. 

The  iathi  of  Be/iinttaacA  (p.  17)  are 
about  10  m.  from  this.  The  road  to 
them  runs  along  the  rt.  bank  of  tite 
Aaz,  passing  several  caacLes,  the  most 
Donspicaous  of  which  is  that  of  Win- 
degg.  "  A  footpath  along  the  1.  bank 
Is  stroDgl;  reconunended  to  pedes- 
trians. It  leads  Co  SchinCznach  in  3 
honrs'  walk  over  the  Gisli-Fluli  (easy 
Moeut),  an  eminence  commanding  a 
yerj  remarkable  and  beautiful  etatD. 
The  little  lakes  of  Halwyl  and  Bal- 
deck,  Tinseen  from  the  lallev  below, 
are  here  visible,  and  contribute  to 
the  beauty  of  the  aoena."~-'A.  E. 

Close  to  Bchintmach  rise  the  ruins 
of  the  Cattle  of  HcAOurg,  the  cradle  of 
the  House  of  Austria  (p.  IT). 
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to  Baden.  Bail  in  i  hour  tbence  to 
Ziiriob.  Post  horses  may  be  obtained 
on  this  road  —  a  private  eoM-pristi 
The  road  ia  the  same  a*  Boules  a 
and  S  as  far  as 

7|  Frick  (p.  14),  passing  through  the 
villages  of  Homussen  and  EflTugen. 
The  road  crosses  the  hill  of  Botibeiv, 
whose  culminating  point,  1B50  ft. 
above  the  sea,  coaunands  a  fine  view 
of  the  Alps.  It  was  caUed  Mom  Vi>- 
catiat  by  Che  Bomaos,  who  c<Hutructed 
a  highway  across  it;  and  on  this  spot, 
according  to  Swiss  antiquaries,  wu 
fought  the  battle  so  fatal  to  the  Hel- 
vebaoB,  in  which  they  were  defeated 
by  Ciecina,  and  the  Legion  called  by 
Tscitos  Rapax  ttooi  its  exactions  and 
cruelty,  A.o.  69. 

Opposite  the  small  Inn,  "An  dv 
Linden,"  there  is  a  remarkably  fine 
view  of  the  Castle  of  Habsbiuv  and 
town  of  Brugg,  with  the  Aar  in  front, 
and   the    distant   chain    of  Bernese 


imlis  Alp.  The  road  d(  . .  .._ 
a  long  hill  to  BruK<  crossing  like 
Aar  by  a  wooden  brMge,  TO  ti,  loDa. 

3j  BruKg,  or  Bruck~/nna;  Rothes 
Hau9  (Uaison  Rouge),  best;  Das 
Rossle — a  walled  town  of  great  an- 
tiquity, having  been  an  ancient  pos- 
session of  Che  House  of  Eabsburg, 
containing  600  Inhab.  The  exit  aod 
"~"  ■■     guarded  by  high 


conical  roofed  (c 


«untry  a 
;,  both  it 


rureis 
tphical 


little  below  the  town,  three  of  the 
principal  rivers  of  Switzerland  which 
drun  the  N.  slopes  of  the  Alps,  from 
tbe  (rrisons  to  the  Jura,  the  Linuoat, 
the  Beuse,  and  the  Aar,  form  a  jonc- 
tion,  and,  united  under  the  name  of 
the  Aar,  throw  themselves  into  the 
Rhine  about  10  m.  below  Brugg,  at  a 
place  called  Coblenz. 

Close  upon  this  meeting  of  the  wa- 
ters, and  on  the  triangular  tol^ue  of 
land  between  the  Aar  and  Beuas, 
stood  VindfMiMa,  the  most  inwortant 
of  the  Roouns  in  Helvetia, 
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■a  wen  u  their  ttronges t  fortress  oa 
this  frontier,  on  which  they  pUced 
their  chief  dependence  for  muntMn- 
ing  this  portion  of  their  empire.  Its 
works  extended  12  m.  from  N.  to  S. 
Yet  scarcely  any  portion  of  it  now 
Appears  aboie  ground^  traces  of  an 
amphitheatre,  a  lubterraneui  aque- 
duct, which  coDTeyod  water 
BraoDe^berg,  3  m.  ofF,  fbnnda 

andeoins,  b 
spade  from 
is  preserved  in  that  of  the  misenble 

little  Tillage  of  WbvUtch. 

"  Within  the  ancient  walls  of  Vin- 
donissa,  the  castle  of  Habsburg,  the 
abl>ey  of  Konigsfeld,  and  the  town  of 
Bruck  hare  successirdy  arisen.  The 
^lilosophic  traveller  may  compare 
Uie  monuments  of  Roman  conqueits, 
of  feudal  or  Austrian  tyrannj,  of 
monkish  superstition,  and  of  indus- 
triooB  freedom.  If  he  be  truly  a 
philosopher,  he  will  applaud  the 
merit  and  happiness  of  his  i 
— Giibon. 

'  1}  m.  E.  of  Bru^  Bl*nds  the  Mtiey 
of  XSnigifelden  (King's  Held),  founded, 
1310,  by  the  Empress  Eliatbetli,  and 
Agnes,  Queen  of  Hungary, 
■pot  where,  two  years  b^n 
husband  and  fauier,  the  Emperor 
Albert,  was  assasdnated.  The  i 
Tent,  a  group  of  gloomy  piles, 
■oppressed  in  1 528,  and  is  now  • 
Terted  into  a  farm-house,  an  hospital, 
and  a  mad-house ;  the  rest  is  rapidti 
foiling  to  decay.  The  Chtarch,  thougl 
dilapidated,  contuns  some  very  fine 
painMd  glass,  and  numerous  paTe- 
ment  tombs,  with  aculptored  coata  ol 
arms  of  a  long  trun  of  nobles  who 
fell  in  the  battle  of  Sempach.  The 
large  yaults  beneath  were  the  burial- 
pLue  of  many  members  of  the  Aus- 
trian familv,  including  Agnes,  and 
Leopold,  who  fell  at  Sempach,  but 
they  were  remored  hence'  into  the 
Austrian  dominions  in  1770.  Accord- 
ing to  tradition  the  high  altar  stands 
on  the  spot  where  Albert  feU.  V~ 
had  crossed  the  ferry  of  the  Iteuss 
a  small  boat,  learing  bis  suite  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  attended  only  by 
tae  fbnr  conspirators.    The  chief  of 


them,  John  of  Suabia,  his  nephew — 
who  had  been  instigated  to  slay  him 
by  the  wrone  he  endured  in  being 
kept  out  of  his  paternal  inheritance 
br  hia  uncle — first  struck  him  in  the 
toroat  with  his  lance.  Balm  ran  him 
through  with  his  sword,  and  Walter 
Ton  Easenbach  cleft  his  skull  with  a 
felling-stroke.  Wart,  the  fourth,  took 
no  share  in  the  murder.  Although 
the  deed  was  aa  openly  done,  in  brood 
day,  almost  under  the  walls  of  the 
Imperial  Castle  of  Habsburg,  and  in 
sight  of  a  large  retinue  of  armed  at- 
tendants, the  murderers  were  aUe  to 
escape  in  different  directions;  and  the 
imperial  retainers  took  to  Sight,  leav- 
ing their  dying  master  to  breathe  his 
last  in  the  arms  of  a  poor  peasant  who 
happened  to  pass. 
A.  pwani.R&rl   that  vtytl  hnd   upon  ba 


nc  of  nobis  blood.    Tn» 


A  direful  lengeance  was  wreaked 
by  the  children  of  the  murdered 
monarch  j  not,  howerer,  npixi  tbs 
murderers — for,  with  the  exception  of 
Wart,  the  only  one  who.did  not  raise 
his  hand  against  him,  they  all  escaped 
—but  upon  their  fomilies,  relations, 
and  friends;  and  1000  victims  are  be- 
lieTed  to  have  eniiated,  with  their 
liTes,  a  crime  of  which  they  were  to- 
tally innocent.  Queen  Agnes  grati- 
Ged  her  sioHt  of  vengeance  with  the 
sight  of  these  horrid  executions,  ei- 
dainung,  while  63  unfortunate  men 
were  butchered  before  her,  "  Now  I 
bathe  in  May-dew  1"  She  ended  her 
days  in  the  convent  of  KonigsMdm, 
which  she  had  founded  and  endowed 
with  the  confiscated  property  of  those 
whom  she  bad  slaughtered.    Penance, 

Erayer,  and  almsgiving  could  avail 
ut  little  to  stifle  the  qualms  of  a 
guilty  conscience  for  the  bloody  deeds 
which  she  had  committed  ;  and  it  is 
recorded  that  a  holy  hermit,  to  whom 
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she  had  applied  for  abBolatJon,  replied 
to  her,  "  Woman  I  God  is  not  to  be 
served  with  bloody  hands,  nor  b;  the 
slaughter  of  innocent  persons,  nor  b; 
convents  built  with  the  plunder  <n 
orphans  and  iridovs,  but  by  mercj 
and  forg;iveness  of  injurieB.  The 
bnildinE  in  which  she  passed  50  ye»rs 
of  her  Ufe  was  destroyed ;  that  which 
is  shown  »a  her  cell  ie  not  so  in 
reality.  There  was  a  grove  of  oaks 
on  the  spot  at  the  time  the  murder 
was  oonunitted.  The  tree  under 
which  AJbert  tell  was  converted  into 
a  chest  to  hold  Agues'  jewels,  and  ia 
still  preserved. 

About  2  m.  troia  Bragg,  on  a  wooded 
height  called  Wiilpelsbei^,  stand  the 
remains  of  the  Cattle  of  Hahdrvrg,  or 
Habichtsburg  (Hawk's  Castle),  the 
cradle  of  the  House  of  Anstria,  built 


dungeon,  to  be  en- 
rap-door  in  the  floor 


and  beneath  it  a  dungeon,  to  be  e 
tered  only  by  a  trap-di 
above.  The  view  Troi 
resque  and  interesting;  theeyenmgea 
along  the  course  of  the  three  rivers, 
over  the  site  of  the  Roman  Vindouissa 
and  Kon^sfelden,  the  sepulchre  of 
imperial  Albert:  on  the  6.  rises  the 
ruined  castle  of  Braunegg,  which  be- 
longed to  the  sons  of  the  tyrant 
Gessler;  and  below  it  Birr,  where 
Pestaloizi,  the  teacher,  died,  and  is 
buried.  It  takes  in  at  a  single  glance 
the  whole  Swiss  patrimony  of  the 
Habsbnrgs — an  estate  far  more  limited 
than  that  of  many  a  British  peer — 
frtHD  which  Budolph  was  called  to 
wield  the  soeptre  of  Charlemagne. 
The  House  of  Anstria  were  deprived 
of  their  Swiss  territories  bj  papal  ban, 
150  years  after  Budolph'a  eleralion: 
but  It  is  believed  that  the  ruin  has 
again  become  the  property  of  the 
AoBtrian  Emperor  by  purchase. 

Below  the  castle,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Wiilpelsberg,  and  about  3  miles  from 
Bragg,  lie  the  Batht  of  SchCntsnach, 
also  called  Habsburger  Bad,  the  most 
frequented  watering-place  in  Switier- 
laad.   The  principal  buildings  are  the 


Great  Itn  (Grosser  Gastfaof)  and  the 
Bath-hoiae,  in  a  semi-circular  form. 
"  There  are  6  apartments,  with  huve 
sitting-rooms,  and  360  beds.  The 
table  d'hote  saloon  is  180  Fr.  ft.  long, 
and  500  persons  frequently  ait  down 
to  dinner  ti^ther  in  the  season. 
There  are  160  baths,  all  exactly  alike, 
lined  with  Dutch  tUes.  Kach  visitor 
has  his  own  bath  for  the  time  he 
remains,  and  there  is  an  admirable 
contrivance  for  ventilating  it.  What 
pleased  us  most  in  this  vast  esUhlish- 
ment  was  the  attention  which  is  paid 
t*>  the  wants  of  the  poor.  There  is 
ao^mmodBtion  for  90  persons  both  in 
baths  and  beds,  and  they  are  provided 
with  these,  as  well  as  with  medical 
attendance,  free  of  all  expense.  There 
are  funds,  likewise,  ibr  their  mainte- 
nance, which  are  increased  by  a  poor- 
box  carried  round  every  Sunday  by  a 
lady  sud  gentleman  at  the  table  d^hdte. 
There  are  two  resident  physicians. 
The  water  is  60°  Fahr. ;  it  tastes 
strong  of  Butphnr,  Epsom,  and  Glauber 
salts,  by  no  means  a  palatable  drai^hl. 
The  visitors  are  chiefly  Freoch^very 
few  English ;  hence,  though  prov ' 


d'hSlecf 


Che  bouw 


the  Uble- 
ooly  3  fr."—' L.  Fm.  The 
waters  are  efficacious  in  cutaneous 
disorders,  in  rheumatism  and  gout, 
and  for  wounds.  Scbintmacli  owes 
little  to  nature  except  its  waters, 
'alke  have  been  made 
bouses,  and  winding  paths, 
under  ttie  shade  of  trees,  lead  up  the 
hill  to  Habsburg. 

Among  the  many  exca-aUms  in  the 
neighbourhood  may  be  mentioned  the 
view  from  the  GUU-Fluh  <p.  15). 

BASLE  TO  ziJRiCH^(conimued). 

On  quitting  Brugg.  the  road  passes 
(l)  the  convent  of  Konigsfeldeo,  tra- 
verses Oderdorf  (near  which  are 
scanty  remains  of  a  Koman  amphi- 
theatre), and  skirts  on  the  1.  the  vil- 
lage of  Windisob  (p.  16),  before  it 
crosses  the  river  Beuss.  It  then  pro- 
ceeds up  the  L  bank  of  the  Limmat  to 

2i£<uien(/nn,'  Waage  (Balances); 
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of  ISOO  Inhnb.,  is  squeezed  witbia  a 
narrow  defile  on  the  1.  bulk  of  the 
Llmmat;  here  cn>»ed  by  a,  wxiodeii 
bridge.  The  ruins  of  the  Cattle 
OTerlook  it  from  s  rockj  eminence, 
well  worth  ascending  for  tha  aingolar 
TOPW.  It  was  ancientlj  the  alronghold 
m  princes,  uid  their  rem- 


frustral 

At  length  when  the  Pope,  ia  1415, 
excommunicaled  the  Archduke  Fre- 
derick, the  Swiss  took  it  and  burnt  it. 
In  thg  AaMAnus  of  Baden  the  pre- 
liminaries preceding  Che  treatj  of 
peace  which  terminated  the  war  of 
Succession,  were  arranged  by  Prince 
Eugene  on  the  part  of  Anstria,  and 
by  Marshal  ViUars  for  France,  in 
1712. 

Baden,  like  its  namesakea  in  Baden 
and  Austria,  was  frequented  on  ac- 
count of  its  mineral  waters  by  the 
Bomana,  who  called  it  T/iema  Hel- 
vttica.  It  was  sacked  and  destroyed 
by  CsBcina. 

The  Baths—ilRte:  Stadtbof,  best; 
Hinterhof;  Boabe)— are  giCaated  on 
the  borders  of  the  Tiimmat,  i  mile 
below,  or  N.  of  the  town.  They  are 
resorted  to  between  the  months  of 
June  and  September  by  numerous 
visitors,  chiefly  natives  of  Switier- 
land.      The   waters    are    warm    and 

rheu- 
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of  the  river — the  one  surmounted  by 
the  ruined  castle,  the  other  partly 
covered  by  vineyards — form  the  portal 
through  which  this  great  eruption  of 
waters  was  poured  oat  Before  this 
gorge  was  formed,  Baden  and  the 
conntry  above  it  must  have  been  & 
vast  lake. 

Agreeable  walks  are  made  for  in- 
valida  by  the  side  of  the  Limnut,  and 
many  pleaaaut  excursions  may  be 
made  in  the  country  around — t^ 
most  interesting  being  that  described 
above,  to  ScliintEnach  (8  nulesX  by 
Windisch,  Konigsfelden,  and  Habs- 
burg. 

Boman  relics  are  constantly  dis- 
covered in  this  districL  Gambling 
appears  to  have  been  a  prevailing 
vice  among  the  visitors  to  the  baths, 
and  the  Boman  Legions  stationed 
here,  since  a  neigbbourii^  field  has 
obtained  the  name  of  Diet  Meadow 
f  Wurfel  Wiese),  from  the  quantity  of 
dice  dag  up  in  it. 

The  Sailread  to  Ziirich  from  Baden 
runs  along  the  I.  bank  of  the  Linunat. 
Trains  1  times  a  day  in  summer. 
It  passes  (Bstadt^n  Sta.  and  Schlieren 
Sta.  The  content  of  Wettingen,  a  vast 
bnilding  with  many  conrta,  gardens, 
&C.,  surrounded  by  a  wall,  ia  situ- 
angle  formed  b^  a  bend  of 


ll,&C 


e  good  ft 


>t  Balha,  on  the  I  bank  of 
the  river,  are  frequented  by  the  upper 
classes!  those  on  the  opposite  side  by 
the  lower  orders. 

The  Swiss  Baden,  though  not  equal 
in  beauty  to  its  namesakes  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  has  considerable 
attractions  in  the  country  around  it, 
"  "  '  interesting  to 
rding  proofs  of 
avulsion  of  nature,  by 
whic£  the  Llmmat  and  other  rivers 
n  the  Alps  forced  their 


sea.     The  rocky  heights  on  < 


the  ri 


t.  bank.     It  wi 


counts  of  Habsburg  and  Kyburg,  the 
stone  coflin  in  which  the  body  ot  the 
Emperor  Albert  was  interred  for  14 
months  after  his  murder,  painted 
glass,  carved  stalls,  &c.  The  railway 
makes  a  great  bend  here. 

Dietikon.  The  stalely  building  L 
on  the  height  surrounded  by  vme- 
yards  is  a  Kelterhans  (wine-press)  of 
the  convent  of  Wettingen.  Near  this 
village  the  French,  under  Maaseoa, 
crossed  the  river,  Sept.  24,  1799— a 
masterly  movement,  which  led  to  the 
defeat  of  the  Bnasians  and  the  capture 
of  Ziirich.    By  Kiltwangen  to 

4}  ZiiRiCH.  In  Boute  8.  Statiim, 
on  the  SchUtienplatz. 
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ScoAPFHAirgBN.  (7n>u.- H.  Weber, 
2i  m.  outside  the  town,  close  to  the 
Rhine-fall,  and  commanding  a  fine  view 
of  it  and  of  the  Alps :  80  rooms ;  table- 
d'hote  at  1  and  5 ;  omnibus  to  meet  the 
steamerH  and  coaches.  Bad  sinells. 
The  diligence  to  Basle  passes  the 
door. — /«  (/le  (own ;  Faucon.  Couronne, 
good  &rtd  clean.  IJon,  amall,  bnt 
comfortable).  There  is  aSwiasExtrs- 
post   hoaae   here,    where    horses   are 

3 lied  for  the  first  stage  on  the 
i  to  Constance  aitd  B&le. 
SchafAiausen,  a  town  of  7500  lo- 
hab.  stands  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  iust  above  tlie  spot  where 
the  rapids  and  falls  commence,  which 
render  that  river  annavinble  as  fitr 
aa  Basle.  It  was  original^  a  landine- 
place  and  magadne.  at  which  the 
portage  of  goods  began  and  ended, 
and  owes  its  origin  and  name  to  the 
boat  or  stiff /loiaes,  here  erected.  It 
is  distiDguished  above  almost  every 
other  town  in  Switierland  by  the  an- 
tique architecture  of  its  bouses,  whose 
frcmts  and  projecting  oriel  windows 
are  decorated  with  carvings  and 
atDcco.-worl(.  Many  of  them  were 
originally  entirely  covered  externally 
viui  fresco  paintings,  bnt  of  these 
there  are  now  few  examples :  the 
bonse  called  Znm  Bitter,  nearly  op- 
posite the  Couronne,  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  those  that  re- 
main. The  houses  or  liaUt  of  the 
ancient  OuUds,  or  ZCnfts,  are  worthy 
of  att^tion  on  account  of  their  quaint 
inscriptions  and  allusive  ornaments. 
The  wall  and  tnrreled  gateways  of 
the  town  have  been  preserved,  and 
fiimish  very  picturesque  subjects  for 
the  pencil. 

It  is  almost  exclusively  on  account 
of  its  vicinity  to  the  celebrated  Falls 
of  the  Rhine  that  Schaffhausen  is 
viwied.  It  has  little  resort,  except 
from  the  passage  of  travellers,  it  being 
one  of  the  portals  of  Switzerland,  and  1< 
there  is  little  within  the  town  to  de- 
serve notice.  On  the  height  above  . 
it  rises  the  curious  and  peri&et  feudal  ' 
eaatlt  called  CTiinoih  or  MamotA  (Mu-  I  S 


nitio?).  Its  towers  have  walls  of 
great  thickness  (18  feet),  said  to  be 
orRonian(?)conBtrnction;  the  build- 
ing, however,  was  not  finished  in  its 
present  state  till  15S4.  It  is  provided 
with  bomb-proof  casemates,  capable 
of  sheltering  many  handred  persons. 
Many    subterranean    passages    lead 


in.  from  the  justice  of  the  Council 
of  Constance,  t4I.S,  and  kept  him  safe 
in  the  castle  of  Scbaffhansen,  for 
which  he  was  placed  under  the  ban  of 
the  Empire. 

The  Aiiistcj"— originally  the  Abbey 
of  All  Saints— was  founded  1052.  It 
is  a  building  in  the  Romanesqae,  or 
round  arcbml  style,  remarkable  for 
its  antiquity,  the  solidity  of  Its  con. 
stTDction,  and  as  exhilnting  an  unal- 
tered specimen  of  that  style.  The 
arches  of  the  nave  are  supported  by 
single  circular  columns,  and  those  in 
the  centre  of  the  transept  by  square 
juers  of  Uie  most  massive  kind.  The 
cloister  attached  to  the  church  con- 
tains a  profusion  of  monumenta  of  the 
magiBtrateB  and  patrician  families. 

The  celebrated  wooden  bridge  over 
the  Rhine,  of  a  single  arch.  :165  feet 
in  span,  was  burnt  by  tbe  French  in 
1709,  and  is  replaced  by  one  of  tbe 
most  ordinary  constmction.  A  model 
of  the  or^aal  may  be  seen  in  the 
town  library :  the  architect  was  a  car- 
penter teoin  Appeniell,  named  Gru- 


Tbe   To' 
:ollection  < 


Libra 


i    the 


jrary    t 
if  books  of  tbe  celebrated 
Miiller,  who  w     " 


Diligences  go  daily  hence  to  Ziirich, 
to  Donaueschingen  and  f  reibui^  (on 
the  road  to  Strasburg  and  Frank- 
furt) ;  to  Constance ;  to  Berne  (by 
Sursach,  Brii^,  and  Schintznach)  t 
to  Stuttgart,  and  (O  Ubn  and  Aaga' 
burg. 
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EOUTE  7. — TALLB  OF  THE  RHINE. 


Sect.  L 


itbm  a  qv 
them-^/nns.-  Weber's  (Bee  p.  19>, 
10  minutes'  walk  from  Che  fall;  Blea- 
ler's  Inn,  at  Schloss  Jjauftn,  on  the  L 
bank,  quiet.) 

These  quarters  are  conyenient  for 
those  who  would  enjoj  the  aspect  of 
the  cataract  at  various  hours,  at  sun- 
rise and  W  moonlight.  It  will  take 
at  least  2  honra  to  see  the  taila  tho- 
roughly, including  the  time  occupied 
in  CTDSsins  and  recrosung  the  nver. 
Close  to  the  (ail  is  aa  iron  fumacej 
the  wheels  of  the  hammers  are  turned 
by  the  fkll,  and  the  draught  caused  by 
the  rush  of  the  waters  supplies  the 
place  of  bellows. 

One  mode  of  risitii^  the  Falls  from 
Schaffhausen  is  to  hire  a  boat  from 
thence  (costs  4S  kreutz.),  and  descend 
the  river,  which  already  forms  a  suc- 
cession of  rapida,  by  no  means  dan- 
gerous under  the  gnidance  of  a  boat- 
man aocuatomed  to  the  river.  When 
the  increased  celerity  of  the  current 
and  the  audible  roar  announce   that 


lands  bis  passengers  under  the  pi 
tnresque  castle  of  Laaffeii,  siCuatea 
on  a  higb  rock  overlooking  the  fall, 
within  the  Canton  of  Zurich,  It  ia 
occupied  and  rented  by  an  artist  who 
speaks  Eoelisb,  and  charges  I  franc 
admission  for  each  person.  He  has 
many  pretty  views  of  the  Rhine,  &o., 
for  sale,  also  maps  and  guide-books. 

The  advantage  ot  approaching  the 
fall  on  this  side  is,  that  nothing  is 
seen  of  it  nntil  it  ia  at  once  presented 
in  its  most  magnificent  point  of  view, 
from  the  little  pavilion  perched  on 
the  edge  of  the  cliff  immediately  above 
it.  Its  appearance  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  ia  tame  in  compa- 
rison, and  the  first  impression  from 
thence,  made  by  the  finest  cataract  in 
Europe,  will  most  probably  prove  dis- 
appointing. Several  flights  of  very 
rude  atone  and  wooden  atepe  conduct 
from  this  pavilion  to  a  projecting 
atage,  or  rude  balcony,  of  slont  tim- 
bers, thrown  out,  like  the  bowsprit  of 
a  ship,  from  the  vertical  cliff  to  within 
a  few    feet  of  the  fall.     It  actually 


overhai^  the  roaring  shoot,  and, 
though  perfectly  secore,  seems  to 
tremble  under  the  impulse  of  the 
water.  Here,  covered  with  the  spray, 
the  traveller  may  enjoy  the  full  gran- 
deur of  this  Ml  of  xiialersi  and  it  is 
only  by  thia  close  proximity,  amidst 
the  tremendous  roar  and  the  uninter- 
rupted rush  of  the  river,  passing  with 
the  swiftness  of  an  arrow  above  his 
head  and  beneath  tiis  feet,  that  a  true 
notion  can  be  formed  of  the  stupen- 
dous nature  of  this  caloract.  The 
best  time  for  seeing  the  fall  is  about  8 
in  the  morning,  when  the  iris  floats 
within  the  spray  (provided  the  sun 
sbinesX  and  by  moonlighL  'He  river 
is  usually  most  full  in  the  month  of 
July.  llie  Shine,  above  the  fall,  is 
about  300  feet  broad;  the  height  of 
the  tall  varies  from  60  feet  on  one 
side  to  45  on  the  other;  bnt,  including 
the  rapids  above,  the  entire  descent  is 
not  less  than  100  feet.  Two  iaolated 
pillars  of  rock  standinff  in  the  middle 
of  the  stream  divide  the  fal!  into  3 
ahoote.  Seen  from  behind,  these  pin- 
nadea  appear  eaten  away  by  the  con- 
stant friction  of  the  water,  and  totter- 
ing to  their  fall;  yet,  though  the  rock 
is  aoft,  the  waste  of  it  within  the 
memory  of  man  has  not  been  percep- 

The  river,  after  its  leap,  fbrms  b 
large  semicircular  bay,  aa  it  were  to 
~"  '  itaelfj   the   sides  of  which   are 


on  the  rL  bank,  stands  the  Caslh  of 
Wdrth,  a  aquare  tower,  containing  a 
camera  obacura,  which  shows  the  fall 
in  another  and  a  very  singular  point 
of  view.  From  tliis  tovrer  to  the  foot 
of  the  rock  on  which  the  castle  of 
LaufEeu  standa,  boats  ply,  to  ferry 
visitors  across,  chatting  i  batz  each! 
The  l>oata  are  much  toased  about  in 
their  passage,  but  make  it  without 
risk,  provided  they  keep  dear  of  the 
eddies.  "  It  is  possible  to  reach  the 
central  rock  in  a  boat  from  Schloss 
Worth  without  danger;  and  those  who 
have  a  steady  head  may  ascend  it,  and 
- —    "--    •^-"    (ram    this   vanlage- 


ground."— B. 
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91  leagues  =  27?  EngUah  miles. 
jMigence  daily,  along  the  8.  or  Swias 
bank  of  the  Rlune,  in  5  hours. 

A  itetimer  5  times  a  week,  ascend- 
ing the  Shine  Co  Constance  in  6  or  B 
hours  against  the  carrent',  descending 
in  3  or  4  hours.  It  passes  under  3 
bridges,  lonerine  its  chimney.  Cuisine 
oo  board  bad.  It  does  not  take  or- 
ri^ea- 

The  journey  may  be  made  more 
expeditiously  by  following  the  road 
tfirouj/A  Baden,  on  the  N.  side  of  the 
Shine,  becaaae  it  is  provided  with 
poBt-horaes,  thsn  along  the  Swiss  side 
of  the  river,  though  the  Swiss  road  is 

The  relays  are — 
IJt  Randegg.     Here  is  the  Biden 
Costom-house.   Beyond  this  is  passed 
(7nn, 


2J  Radolfeiell— (7nn,-  Poste,  good) 
— a  desolate  town,  with  a  fine  chureb, 
in  the  true  German-Gothic  style. 

The  scenery  thranghouC  the  whole 
of  this  road  is  excee£ngly  aereesble, 
often  strikin?.  The  H<rads  abound  in 
most  splendid  bntterSiea.  Collection* 
of  th^  insects  may  be  bought  at 
Knsren,  and  also  at  Radolfsiell. 

"Die  Rhine  here,  suddenly  con- 
tracted Irom  a  lake  to  a  nrer,  is 
crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge,  in  order 

3  Constance.  (In  the  next  pa) 
The'  3u:i3>  Road  (5  hoars' 
baiting  tbe  horses)  runs  along 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  past  Che  Nunneries 
of  Parsdies  and  KaCherinethal,  tbe 
fbrmer  belonging  Co  the  order  of  St. 
Clara,  the  latter  of  St  Dominii  '  ' 
the  reTenues  and  the  number  of  Bisters 
in  both  are  now  much  reduced.  The 
Austrian  army  under  the  Archduke 
Charles  crossnl  the  Rhine  at  Paradies 
1799. 


hausen,  united  by  a  wooden  bridge 
with  a  suburb  on  the  I.  bank,  lie 
Abbey  of  SI.  George  is  a  very  ancient 
ecclesiastical  foundation.  The  owners 
of  the  ruined  castle  of  Hohenklingen, 
kA  on  the  rocky  hmght,  wera 
originally  the  feudal  seivneurs  of  the 
town,  but  the  citiicna  obtained  inde- 
pendence from  their  masters  by  pur- 

3  nkiles  G.  of  Stein,  at  a  height  of 
between  500  and  800  foet  above  the 
Rhine,  are  situated  the  Quarries  of 
(Einingeti,  remarkable  for  the  T«st 
abundance  of  fossil  remains  of  terres- 
trial and  fresb-water  aaimala  foimd  in 
them,  including  mammalia,  birds,  rep- 
tiles, Ashes,  shells,  insects,  aod  plants, 
some  of  them  identical  with  species 
living.  The  most  curious  disoo- 
is  that  of  tbe  perfect  skeleton  of 
ssil  foi,  made  by  Sir  Roderick 
Morchison :  a  very  large  tortoise  had 
preWoosly  been  brought  toUght.  The 
beds  of  rock  in  which  the  quarries  are 
vorhed  consist  of  marls,  limestones, 
ihales,  and  building-stone.  They  lie 
immediately  above  the  formation  called 
Holasse,  and  differ  in  their  organic 
contents  from  all  other  fresh-water 
formations  hitherto  discovered. 

Above  Stein  the  Rhine  expands  into 
..  lake  called  UnCersee  (lower  lake) 
connected  again  by  the  Rhine  at  its 
upper  extremity  with  Che  larger  Lake 
of  Constance.  In  the  midst  of  it  is 
the  pretty  isMnd  Reiohenaa.  Feld' 
bach,  also  a  nunnery,  belonging  to 
sisters  of  the  Cistercian  order,  is 
passed  before  reaching 

21  Steckbom.  "In  the  broad  part 
of  the  Rhine,  where  it  is  still  rather  a 
lake  than  a  river,  is  the  lale  of  Seiclie- 
nou,  anciently  famed  fbr  a  Monastery 
founded  by  one  of  the  successors  of 
Charlemagne,  of  which  the  Church 
(partly  Romanesque)  and  Treasury 
remain.  In  the  Trrosnry  are  to  be 
seen  the  shrine  of  St.  Fortunata,  an 
ivory  dborium,  a  cope,  a  crorier,  and 
a  missal  of  the  xth  century,"— F.  S. 

Itznaog,  a  small  vills^  on  the  oppo- 
site shore  of  Che  river,  within  the  terri- 
tory of  Baden,  is  the  birthplace  of  Mes* 
mer,  tbe  inventor  of  *ni>miu  magnetism. 
I      Keor  the  village  of  Berlingen  the 


KOUTE  ?. — CONSTANCE.      THE  UINSTEB, 


Sect.  I. 


pretty  lAiUaa  of  the  Duchess  of  Dicto 
appears ;  and  a  little  further  that  of 
Araidbtrg,  once  the  residence  of  the 
lat«  Dachess  of  St.  Leu  (Hortense, 
ex-Qneen  of  Holland),  and  of  her  son 
Prince  Louifl  {now  President  Xjooia 
Hapoleon),  before  he  attempled  hia 
fiitUe  revolution  at  Strasaliurg,  and 
bis  descent  upon  Boulogne  :  since 
aold  to  a  gentleman  of  Neuchat«L 

The  Castle  of  Gottlieben,  on  the  L 
of  the  road,  built  by  the  Bishops  of 
Constance  1250,  on  the  Rhine,  at  the 
point  where  it  enters  the  Untersee,  is 
remarkable  for  having  been  the  prison 
of  John  Hubs  and  Jerome  of  Pra^a, 
who  were  coniined  within  its  dungeons 
b;  order  of  the  Emperor  Sigismund 
and  Pope  John  XXIII.  The  Utter 
was  hiniHclf  transferred  a  few  months 
later  to  the  same  prison,  by  order  of 
the  Council  of  Constance.  In  1454 
Felii:  Hanunerlin  (  Malleolus),  the  most 
learned  and  enlightened  man  of  his 
time  in  Switzerl^id,  was  also  impri- 
soned here.  The  building  is  now 
private  property. 

Petecshauseo,  on  the  rt.  bonk  of  the 
Rhine  opposite  Constance,  was  ori- 
ginally a  free  abbey  of  the  Empire. 

3j  Constance.  Inns;  Brochet  (//ecAt), 
beat;  lookmEOver  the  lake ;  very  atten- 
tive landlordi— Post  (Golden  Adler  ; 
Aigle  d'Or),  good; — HSlel  Delisle^ 
outside  the  Krritory  of  the  Customs 
League,  just  beyond  the  gate;  so  that 
if  you  stay  in  this  house  you  escape 
bems  searched. 

"Mr.  Keppler,  landlord  of  the 
Meohl,  is  an  accomplished  iisherman, 
as  well  as  a  civil  and  attentive  host : 
he  has  excellent  rods,  nets,  punts,  and 
all  appliances  for  fishing,  wbich  be 
lets  out  on  moderate  terms.  He  has 
also  very  extensive  water  privilege  in 
and  around  Constance.  In  short  tht 
Angler  can  Gnd  no  better  quarters  in 
Switzerland  than  in  bis  house." 

Constance,  a  decayed  city,  of  7200 
Inhab.,  instead  of  40,000,  which  it 
once  possessed,  is  remarkable  for  its 
antiquity,  since  its  streets  ssd  many 
of  its  biuldings  remain  unaltered  since 
the  15th  century.    Altboosh  situated 


with  the  o]^>osite  shore  by  a  long 
wooden  covered  bridge,  and  occupies 
aprojecting  angle  of  ground  at  the 
W.  extremity  of  the  Bodeosee,  (w 
lake  of  Constance;  its  agreeable  po- 
sition and  interesting  historical  asao- 
ciations  make  amends  for  the  want  of 
life  perceptible  within  its  venerable 
walls.  It  has  of  late,  however,  re- 
vived considerably;  the  giovemmeiii 
have  formed,  at  a  large  espena^  a 
Port  on  the  lake,  which  tscilitatea  the 
navigation,  while  it  is  an  ornament  to 
the  town. 


work  turrets  in  the  W.  end ;  the  doors 
of  the  main  portal  between  the  two 
towers  are  of  oak,  curiously  carved 
with  a.  representation  of  the  Passim 
of  our  Lord,  executed  in  14T0  b^  one 
Simon  Bainder.  The  nave  is  aop- 
ported  b;  sixteen  pillars,  each  of  ■ 
single  block,  and  dates  from  the  13tb 
century.  The  spot  where  the  "  Arch- 
heretic  Buss "  stood,  as  sentence  of 
death  by  baroing  was  pronounced  on 
him  by  his  unrighteonsiudges,  is  still 
pointed  out.  Itobert  Hallam,  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  who  presided  over  the 
EnifUsh  deputation  to  the  council,  is 
buried  here,  in  front  of  tbe  high  altar, 
"  under  a  tomb,  which  is  very  remark- 
able, as  being  of  Engligk  brass,  which 
is  tHilly  proved  b;  the  workmansltip. 
It  was  probably  sent  over  from  Btw- 
land  by  his  executors.  He  wears  tjSe 
Order  of  tbe  Garter.  Two  sides  of 
the  ancient  cloisterz,  whose  arcbes  are 
filled  in  with  exquisitely  beoutifol 
tracery,  are  yet  standing.  The  other 
sides  were  not  long  since  destroyed 
by  fire.  By  the  side  of  tbe  cathedral 
is  a  curious  circular  chapel,  perhaps 
a  baptistery,  in  the  centre  of  which  la 
a  Gothic  Holy  Bepulchre." 

There  are  some  curious  relics  in  t}te 
Sacristy,  also  a  beautiful  Gothic  fire- 
place and  piscina.  In  the  Fettry-nwn 
above  are  a  range  of  ungnlar  cup- 
boards or  presses  of  carved  oak,  none 

ater  date  than  the  xvth  century. 
There  is  a  beautiflil  view  from  the 
tower  of  the  cathedral,  W.  over  the 

and  mountains  of  Tyrol,  and  E. 

the  vaUey  of  the  Rhme. 
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"  T*e  Domin. 


n  Cb«e«ii(,  now  a 


is  vary  intereating.  The  place 
shown  where  Huaa  was  coD&ied, 
though  the  stone  chamber  itaelf  has 
been  remoied  (at  least  all  that  le- 
moined  of  It)  to  the  KauniauB.  The 
chnrch  forms  a  pictoreaque  niin,  in 
the  early  style  of  German  Gothic. 
The  chApter-house  is  even  older.  The 
cloisters  sre  perfect.  The  little  isUnd 
Dpon  which  this  bnilding  stands  was 


be  discerned."— P. 

In  the  Hall  of  tha  Emfhcaa  (built 
13SS,  as  a  warehonge),  close  to  the 
lalce,  the  Qrtal  CouHcil  of  Constaiuse 
held  its  aittingB  1414-18,   in  a  large 


supported  by  wooden  pillars. 

femous  assembly, '  "    ' 

of  bishops  alone,    liki 


That  fomous  assembly,  composed,  m 


Cendom,  including  princes,  cardinals 
(30),  patriarchs  (4),  archbishops  (20), 
bishops  (150),  professors  of  iiniver- 
xities  and  doctors  of  theology  ^00), 
besides  a  host  of  ambassadors,  inferior 
prelates,  abbots,  priors,  Stc,  was  con- 
Tened  for  the  purpose  of  remedying 
the  abuses  of  the  church;  and  as 
those  abuses  began  with  its  bead,  the 
proceedings  were  preticed  by  a  de- 
claration that  a  council  of  the  church 
has  receiyed,  by  Diriue  rig-ht,  an 
authority  in  rehgious  matters,  even 
over  that  of  the  pope.  It  exeri«d  its 
inSuence  in  curbmg  the  Fapal  power, 
by  deposing  the  infamous  John 
XXIII.  and  Benedict  XHL,  and  by 
electing  in  their  place  Martin  V.  But 
there  is  one  act  of  this  council  which 
fixes  lasting  and  odious  celebrity  on 
it— the  treacherous  s^zure  and  cmel 
murder  of  John  Huss  and  Jerome  of 
Prague,  in  spite  of  the  safe  conduct 
granted  to  the  former  by  the  Emperor 
Sigismnnil,  the  president  of  the  as- 
sembly. 

The  chairs  occupied  by  the  em- 
peror and  Pope,  a  mcMlel  of  the  dun- 
geon, now  destroyed,  in  which  he  was 
confined,  of  the  same  sise  as  the  ori- 
ginal, and  in  which  the  actual  door 
and  other  fragments  haTe  be«di  ineor- 


ptsated;  the  car  on  which  he  was 
drawn  to  eiecution;  the  figure  of 
Abraham,  which  supported  the  pulpit 
from  the  Hinster,  and  which  the 
people  mistook  for  Huss,  and  de- 
faced accordingly,  and  some  other 
relics  of  the  council,  still  r 


ehal],b< 


ofR 


for 

The  Aaat  in  which  Siaa  lodged, 
bearing  a  rude  likeness  of  him,  is 
pointed  out  in  the  Paul's  Strasse,  near 
the  Schnetstbar.  He  was  thrown  into 
prison,  soon  after  his  arri«al,  in  the 
JrunciMim  Cammt,  now  a  ruin,  whence 
he  was  remoyed  to  a  more  irksome 
dungeon,  aflbrding  scarcely  room  to 
moie,  in  the  before  mentioned  Domi- 
nican Comeai, 

The  field,  outside  of  the  town,  in 
the  suburb  of  Briihl,  in  which  he  suf- 
fered martyrdom,  with  a  fortitude 
which  moved  even  his  judges  and 
executioners  to  admiration — nay,  even 
the  place  where  the  stake  was  planted, 
are  still  pointed  out;  and  rude  images 
of  Huss  and  Jerome,  formed  of  cby 
taken  from  the  spot,  are  offered  for 
sole  to  the  stranger. 

In  1474  a  perpetual  treaty  of  peace 
was  concluded  at  Constance  between 
Sigismund  of  Austria  and  the  Swiss 
Confederation,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
contests  which  had  endured  for  more 
than  a  century  and  a  half,  beginning 
with  the  fu;hCa  of  Uorgarlen  and 
Sempach.  Constance  belonged  to  the 
crown  of  Austria  from  1549  to  1805, 
when,  by  the  treaty  of  Presburg,  it 
was  transferred  to  Baden.  Since  1802 
it  bos  ceased  to  be  a  bishopric  The 
spirit  of  industry  is  reviving,  and 
several  manu&ctories  of  cotton,  two 
of  muslin,  and  one  of  silk,  have  re- 
cently sprung  up. 

Here  is  a  capital  Swinuning  Bath 
at  the  Ecole  de  Ifaiaivm  in  the  midst 
of  the  lake,  approached  by  a  long 
plank  bridge,  at  the  end  of  which,  stuck 
up  in  large  letters  visible  far  o^  may 
be  read  uie  temperature  of  the  waters. 
irinoBt  may  be  made 


and    Heiligenberg. 
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ifeiaaa,  about  4  m.  N.  of  Constance, 
is  one  of  the  prettiest  private  reii- 
dences  in  Oermanj.  It  is  well  enl- 
tivated,  yet  wi^  no  want  of  trees. 
forming  a  nice  little  estate.  The  IV 
lace  is  very  large;  it  was  onoe  a  com- 
mandery  of  the  Knights  of  the  Teu- 
tonic Order,  and  retains  a  series  d 
theirportraita,  and  some  good  piotures 
of  Miss  Ellenried.  From  the  balcony 
or  from  the  terrace  of  the  garden 
there  is  a  tn^nificeat  view  orer  the 
lake,  of  the  mountains  of  the  Yorarl- 
berg  and  Appensell,  among  which  the 
Sentis  is  pre-eminent  Nearer  at  hand 
the  cnltivated  German  shores,  with 
the  towns  of  Morsberg,  Friedricha- 
haven,  &c.,  complete  the  iHcture. 
Meinan  now  belongs  to  the  Countess 
LonKeostein  ;  it  is  _  approached  bj 
wooden  foot-bridge  ^  m,  long,  ooi 
necting  it  with  the  shore  ;  there  is  t 
inn  on  the  island.  From  ffohgnrtaOy 
1  honr's  walk,  is  a  fine  view  of  the 
Alps— Bodensee,  Yale  of  Thur. 

biligirKes  daily  to  Ziirich,  SchafT- 
haugen,  Coire,  SL  Gall,  Strasburg, 
and  Frankfurt 

8  or  10  iteamers  daily  between  Con- 
staiiGe  and  the  different  ports  of  the 
lake.  The?  correspond  with  the  Dili- 
Konces,  to  Milan,  at  Rorschach  i  with 
Sie  Eilwagen  for  SCutl^rt  at  Fried- 
richshaven,  and  with  that  to  Augvbnrg 


n  Constance  and  these  c 
A  stttaner  to  Schaffhansen  in  4  h., 

returning  in  7  or  8,  from  April  to 

October,  5  days  a  week. 
The  Laie  of  Conetatmt  is  described 

in  Route  66. 


URICB,  BT  EOUBAU. 
g^  leagues  e^  S7f  Eag.  m. 
DSigmce  twice  a  day,  in  about  5  fa. 
There  is  no  inducement  to  walk  this 


There  is  another  road,  somewhat 
longer  and  more  hilly,  on  the  1.  aide 
of  Uie  Bhhie,  by  Andellingen— (/>» ; 
Biir)— H  Tillage  of  2000  :&hab.,  and 
thtr  large  manufacturing  town  of  Win- 
terthur  (^  letwoes),  described  in  I 
Ble.9.  I 


The  route  by  Eglisau  passes  wiAin 
a  short  distance  of  the  IUuiie-&lL 
The  roar  of  the  cataract  is  audible  4 
or  5  m.  off  in  a  calm  night,  and  the 
column   of  vaponr    from   it— "  riaing 

like  iaivnu*  tmm  i\n^  olta,.  nf  natntvt^ 


Lostettt^  is  traversed  before  reach- 


3  Eglisau— (The  lioi 
dean  little  /mt  by  the 
Hirsch,  Stag.)— A  little  U 


wooded  hills,  ai 
vered  wooden  bridge.  This  road  is 
much  traversed  by  jnlgrimB  to  the 
shrine  of  our  Lady  of  Einsiedeln  (Rte. 
74)  ;  and  Ihe  traveller  enconnlera,  at 
every  step,  troops  of  the  poor  pea,- 
santry  of  the  Black  Forest  religiously 
counting  their  beads,  and  muttering 
their  aves  and  palernosters.  From 
the  heights  above  tlie  town  of 

2|  Bulaeh  (Tim:  Foste,  com5>rt- 
^le),  4000  Inhsb.,  tie  snowy  Alps 
may  be  discerned  in  fine  weather,  with 
the  Bigi  in  the  middle  distance. 

The  descent  upon  Zurich,  between 
vineyards  and  gardens,   amidst    neat 
villas  and  taverns,  with  (he  windings 
of  the  Limmat,  and  the  lake  and  town 
of  Ziuicb   in   front,  is  very  pleasing. 
A  Uttle  to  the  rt.  of  the  rosid  rises  the 
hill  of  Weid,  3  m.  from  Ziirich,  com- 
manding one  of  the  finest  views  of 
the    town   and    neighbourhood.      A 
short  distance    outside   of   the    town 
may  be  seen  the  junction  of  the  Sihl 
with   the  Limmat     Since  1833,    Zu- 
rich has  ceased  to  be  a  fortress  i  a 
large  portion  of   the    ramparts   aie 
swept  awav,  and  the  stranger  finds 
himself  wiuiin  its  walls  wiuiont  en- 
lUDtering  drawbridges  and  baatkms 
hereta&re.    On  a  height  to  the  L 
ipear  (he  handsome  buildings  of  the 
mton'g-school  and  HoanilaL 
^  ZiiRicH.—Jwu .-  H6lel  Banr,   a 
I^ve,  handsome,  comfortable  house, 
with  a  reading-room  :   a  new  honse 
close  to  h^e  (fineview),  1851.     Con- 
ronne  (Krone),  on  the  rt,  bank  of  ^e 


Stoitzerland. 

Liminat,  good  ;  ftae  view  of  the  lake. 
Schwerdt  (Epi-e),  improTed.  Belle- 
vne  (formerly  Corbeaa). 

Ziirich,  the  moat  important  mann- 
facturing  towif  of  Snitzerland,  and  the 
capital  of  a  canloD  distingniahed  above 
air  olbem  for  proaperoaa  industry, 
has  14,500  Inhab.,  and  lies  at  the  N. 
end  of  the  lake  of  Zurich,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Limmat,  jnet  where  it 
issues  ODt  of  tbe  lake  in  a  rapid  and 
healthful  stream,  dear  as  crjital,  and 
another  river,  the  Sihl,  flows  on  the 
W.  side  of  the  town,  A  Honian  ata- 
tion,  Tia-Kom,  fised  on  this  spot,  pro- 
bably gave  rise  both  to  the  town  and 
its  name.  Tbe  flourishing  condition 
<tf  the  town  is  visible  in  the  improve- 
ments going  forward  in  it,  and  in  the 
number  of  tbe  new  buildings  in  and 
around  it.  Tbe  banks  of  tbe  lake 
and  the  Limmat,  and  all  tbe  neigb- 
bouring  hills,  are  tbickly  dotted  over 
with  houses,  now  united  with  the 
town  itself  by  tbe  removal  of  the 
naeless  and  inconvenient  ramparts, 
and  forming  a  wide  circle  of  Buboibs. 

Apart  from  its  agreeable  situation, 
■nd  thriving  manumcturea,  there  is 
not  much  to  be  seen  in  Z&rich.  There 
are  do  fine  buildings  here :  that  of  the 
most  consequence  is  the  Catltedral,  or 
Gross  MikMer,  on  the  M.  bajik  of  the 
TJnimat  It  is  venerable  fi-om  it^  ^e, 
having  been  built  in  the  10th  or  lltb 
century,  and  worthy  of  respect  from 
having  been  the  scene  of  Zwingli's 
bold  preachings  of  Reformation  in  tbe 
chnrA,  BJid  amendment  of  morals.  It 
is  a  heavy,  massive  building,  in  a  style 
of  ftrchit«cture  resembling  that  called 
Norman  in  England ;  very  plain 
within  aod  withoat,  but  interesting  in 
the  eye  of  the  architect  and  antiquary. 
Its  nave  is  supported  on  square  pillars 
and  round  arches ;  beneath  it  is  a  very 
perfect  crypt.  Its  circular  portal,  and 
the  a4joining  cloisters  raised  upon 
small  low  triple  arches,  with  slender 
eolnnms  and  capitals  of  various  pat- 
terns,  fantastically   carved,  are  very 

The  bouse  in  which  the  reformer 
Zwiagli  passed  the  last  six  years  of 
his  m^  is  still  standing ;  it  is  No.  185 
in  Ae  Grosse  Stsdt. 


8. — ZUBICB.      TOWN  UBRABT. 


25 

The  Ch.  of  SI.  Peter  (with  the  lar^ 
clock),  on  the  L  bank  of  the  Limmat, 
had  for  its  minister,  for  23  years, 
Lanuier^  the  author  of  tbe  renowned 
work  on  Physiognomy,  who  was  bom 
at  Zurich.  On  the  capture  of  the 
town  by  the  French  annj,  September 
26,  1799,  he  was  shot,  within  a  few 
steps  of  bis  own  door,  by  a  brutal 
French  aoldjer,  to  whom,  but  two 
minutes  before,  he  had  given  wine 
and  offered  money,  and  while  he  was 
in  tbe  act  of  assistine  another  soldier 
who  had  been  wounded.  A  high  re- 
ward was  offered  by  Massena,  the 
French  commander,  lor  the  discovery 
of  tbe  murderer  :  but,  though  known 
to  Lavater  and  his  family,  be  re- 
frained from  informing  gainst  him. 
After  lingering  through  three  months 
of  excruciating  agony,  be  expired, 
Jan.  2,  1801,  at  tbe  parsonage  :  his 
grave  is  marked  by  a  simple  stone  in 
Ihe  churchyard  of  St.  Atme,  where  Elbe, 
author  of  tbe  Swiss  Guide,  and  Escher 
von  der  Linth  (p.  32),  are  also  buried. 

In  the  counctf-chamber  of  the  Rath- 
haua,  a  massive  square  building  oppo- 
site the  Sword  Inn,  where  the  Diet  used 
to  meet,  is  an  extravi^ant  painting  of 
the  Oath  at  Grutli,  by  Henry  Fmeli 
(properly  FussL),  who  was  bom  here. 

The  To™  Library,  close  to  the  New 
stone  bridge,  in  a  building  fonnerty 
a  church  (Waaserkirche),  contains,  in 
addition  to  45,000  printed  volumes 
and  MSS.,  three  auti^raph  Latin 
letlera  of  Lady  Jane  Breji,  addressed 
to  BuUinger,  in  a  beautifully  clear 
and  regular  hand — a  few  grammatical 
errors  have  been  remarked  in  them  ; 
Zwingli'a  Greek  Bible,  with  margin^ 
notes  (chiefly  Hebrew)  by  himself; 
a  Roman  inscription,  giving  the  an- 
cient name  of  Ziirioh,  Hiricuin ;  a 
bust  of  Lavater,  by  Daanecker ;  a  por- 
trait of  Zwingli  and  his  daughter,  by 
Hans  Asper ;  a  model  in  relief  of  a 
laige  pwl  of  Switzerland,  interesting 
and  superior  to  that  at  Lucerne  ; 
some  very  curious  fossils  from  (Eh- 
ningen,  including  one  described  bj 
Scheuebzer  ss  a  human  skull,  though 
in  reality  a  portion  of  aliiard — foasila 
of  tbe  Glarus  alate,  chiefly  fishes, 
ft«m  the  FUtI«nberg. 
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The   Old  Anenal  (AluZeugliBiu), 

near  to  Baur'a  HoWl,  coDtains  gome 

ancient   lumour ;    aJ»o  a   cioBs-buw, 

^  ba  (  ?)  that  with  which  William 


taken  b;  the  SwLm  from  their  ene- 
inieH,  including  one  of  CharleK  the 
Bold  of  Burgimdj.  This  coUection 
Is  inferior  to  those  in  seteraL  other 
Swiss  cantoni. 

In  1633-3,  a  Uninerfity  wu  asta- 
bUabed  at  ZUrich,  and  manj  profes- 
sors, expelled  from  other  countries  for 
their  poiitiual  opinions,  have  repured 
hither  as  teachers.  The  nwst  emi- 
nent  among  ^em  is  Oken.  As  jet 
the  number  of  students  is  not  sreat. 
The  building  of  the  suppressed  Au- 
gusljne  convent  has  been  appropriated 
to  its  use,  tmd  considerable  additiona 
to  it  are  contemplated.  The  Library 
contuns  many  original  MSB.  of  the 
eatly  reformers  ;  and  the  Hveetan  of 
Ifatiiral  IJatory  some  good  specimenB 
of  Swiss  minerals  and  fossils,  together 
with  the  Herbarium  of  John  Gessner, 
and  a  zoological  collection. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features 
fdmut  Zurich  is  ila  Fromenades  and 
points  of  riew.  One  of  the  best  of 
them  is  an  elevated  mound,  once  form- 
ing part  of  the  rBjcpartB,  and  called 
Cat^  Bastion,  now  included  in  the 
NeiB  Botanical  Garden,  which  is  prettilj 
laid  out  in  walks  and  shrubberies,  and 
opened  to  the  public  without  restric- 
tion, a  privilege  not  abused  ;  it  com- 
mands a  delightful  view  of  the  town, 
lake,  and  distant  Alps.  Nothing  can 
be  more  delightM  tban  the  view  at 
Bunset  from  this  point,  estending  over 
the  smiling  and  populous  shores  of 
the  beautiful  lake  to  the  distant  peaks 
•nd  glaciers  of  the  Alps  of  Glarus, 
tJri,  and  Schwytz,  tinged  with  the 
most  delicate  pink  b;  the  sinking 
rays.  The  most  promment  and  inter- 
esting of  Ihe  Alpine  peaks  seen  bon 
this,  beginning  at  tlie  K,  are  Ih 
Sentis  in  Appenzell,  barely  visible  , 
Oliimisch  Dodi,  Klariden  in  Olarus, 
Acbsenburg,  Rossberg,  and  TJri  Both- 
stock. 

The  flbSe  Promenade,  another  ram- 
pert  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Limmat, 


also  commands  a  good  view,  bnt  more 
confined  than  the  former.  No  tme 
should  visit  Ziiiich  without  asceadiiig 
the  Mutliberg,  about  3  m.  £.  <^  the 
town,  one  of  the  Albis  "range  of  hills, 
whose  summit,  2T92  ft.  high,  com- 
mands a  o(»niJete  panorama,  and  ia 
easily  accessible  in  1  h.  to  the  foot 
of  (he  hill  and  another  hour  to  the 
topL  The  Inn  on  the  top  is  good  ;  it 
oont^ns  10  rooms  :  bed  1}  &. 

The  triai^olar  piece  of  ground  at 
the  junction  of  the  Limmat  and  ^hl, 
below  the  town,  called  SchSUen-Plaix, 
is  also  a  public  walk  i  it  is  planted 
with  ahadv  avenues,  hnt  commands 
no  view.  Here  is  a  simple  monumenl 
to  the  memory  of  Solomon  GessHer, 
author  of  "  The  Death  <tf  Abel,"  who 
was  a  native  o!  Ziirich. 

Zurich  ia  hiatorically  remarkiJile  aa 
the  place  where  the  reformation  first 
commenced  in  Switzerland,  under  the 
guidance  and  preaching  of  Uliic 
Zwingli,  in  1519.  It  had  already,  at 
an  earlier  period,  afforded  safe  and 
hospitable  snelter  to  Arnold  of  Brescia, 
when  driven  nut  of  Italy  for  invmgh- 
ing  against  the  temporal  power  of  the 
Pope.  It  was  the  asylum  of  many 
eminent  English  Frotestsnts  banished 
by  the  persecutions  of  the  reign  t^ 
Qnerai  Mary :  they  met  with  ■ 
friendly  reception  from  its  inhabitants 
during  their  exile.  The  first  entire 
Eagliih  vtraon  of  the  Bible,  by  Hiks 
Coverdale,  was  printed  here  in  1535. 

Ziirich  is  the  native  place  a£  Ham- 
merlin,  the  reformer;  of  Gessner  the 
poet,  and  Gessner  the  naturalist  ;  ot 
Lavater;  and  of  Pe&taJotn,  the  teacher- 

The  principal  Manafactitra  are 
those  of  silk,  the  weaving  of  which 
occupies  many  thousands  m  the  town 
and  along  the  shores  of  the  lake. 
There  are  mie  or  two  large  cotton- 
bctories.  The  cotton  and  silk  goods 
made  in  the  neiehbourhood,  and  in 
other  parts  of  Uie  canton,  are  the 
oliject  of  an  extensive  commerce  with 
Germany  and  Italy.  Mr.  Sscber'a 
large   mantafnctory   of    machitiery    em- 

eys  700  persons,  including  several 
glish  overseers.    Uost  of  the  iron 
steamers   p'  ' 


SaHzer^nd.        rodtk  8.  z 

bctarers  of  Ziirich  'baxs  the  reputa- 
ti<»i  of  great  wealtli,  without  much 
[lolish;  hence  the  expresnoD,  "Qroa- 
mer  comme  ua  Znrichois." 

A  fine  Saqntai  behind  Uie  new 
prcHoenade,  an  Orphaa  Hoom  (Waisen- 
huuX  ui  Atytum  for  bUnd  and  deaf 
(Blinden  luslitat),  and  a  ilone  bridge 
orer  the  river,  hare  riaen  up  within  a 
few  years. 

The  Afuseam  Club  containi  a  capital 
reading-room,  where  Gabgnani,  The 
Times,  John  Bull,  Examiner,  Alhe- 
nnam,  and  Literary  Gaxetle,  Qiiaiteiij 
and  Edinburgh  Heriewa  are  taken  in ; 
beaidea  more  than  300  of  die  beat 
C<mtinental  journals.  TisTallera  can 
be  introdnced  for  a  few  da^  by  a 
member.     Open  from  9  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

At  the  shop  of  Henry  rouli  and  Co., 
near  the  atone  bridge,  will  be  found 
^French  and  English  goide-booka,  and 
a  collection  of  mapa,  viewi,  &C.,  auch 
at  travellers  oft«i  require  to  supply 


a  handaome  build- 


wppoaile  H.  Baur.    A  letter  reaches 
Kiigl^njl  in  i  da  vs. 

DUigencei  go  dailT  to  Schaffhaiueii, 
Constance,  Baale,  Beinc,  Nenchllel, 
IiDcenie,    Schwyti,  Winterlhur,    and 
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ten 


Sleam-hitats  go  twice  a-dav  1 
Zurich  to  the  other  end  <tf  the 
(Bapperscbwjl  and  Schmerihon)  and 
back.  Diligences  convey  pasaencera 
dieiMM  to  Weaeu,  where  anodier 
steamer  a  prepared  to  carry  tbem 
across  the  lake  to  WaUenstadl  (Bte. 
14.)  Travellers  proceeding  to  the 
Bigi  may  take  the  boat  as  far  »a 
Horven.  (pp.  30  and  34.) 

T^e  voituriera  (Lohnkutsoberg)  of 
Zunoh  have  the  reputation  t£  being 
extortitmera  and  unuviL  The  writer 
can,  from  experience,  recommend  as 
an  exoeptioa  to  this  mle  (if  role  it 


be)  one  Jaiwb  Aberli,  living  in  the 
Hirschgaase,  as  having  served  him 
with  hoDeatv  and  punctualitr. 

Jacob  Scherrer  may  also  be  recom- 
mended as  a  guide ;  he  apeaks  English, 
is  intelligent,  and  InutworChy. 

EOUTE  9. 

zilBICH  TO  CONBTINCB,  BT  WIHTES- 

13]  leagues  ^  41f  Eng.  m. 

A  ditigtnd  daily  m  9  hours. 

The  new  road  keeps  to  the  level 
ground  all  the  way:  it  passes  through 
Bchwanunendingen  and  TQss. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Toss,  about 

3  m.  on  the  rt  of  the  road,  aud  nearly 

4  m.  from  Winterthur,  rises  the 
Ca»tlt  of  Kyivrg,  memorable  in  his- 
tory as  the  seat  of  a  powerful  family 
of  counts,  who,  between  the  9th  and 
13th  centuriea,  gained  possession  of 
the  N.  of  Switzerland,  as  far  as  the 
Rhine  and  lake  of  Constance,  and 
numbered  as  their  dependents  and 
vassals  100  lords  of  minor  castles, 
now  for  the  most  part  in  ruins.  The 
line  becoming  extinct  in  1264,  their 
domaina  fell  to  the  share  of  Rudolph 
of  Habsbiuv ;  and  the  Austrian  fa- 
mily, though  long  aince  deprived  of 
them,  still  retains  among  its  titles 
that  of  Count  of  Kyburg. 

The  ancient  Dominican  Convent 
of  Tosa,  on  the  road,  now  converted 
into  a  factory,  was  the  choaen  retreat 
of  the  Empress  Agnes  after  the  mur- 
der of  her  father,  Albert  of  Austria. 
Here  her  daughter-in-law,  St.  Eliza- 
beth of  Hungary,  took  the  veil,  and 
died  in  the  odour  of  sancUty :  her 
monument,  with  the  arma  of  Hun- 
gary, is  viable  in  the  existing  church. 
The  cloisters,  built  with  the  church 
in  1469,  are  ornamented  with  fresco 
paintings  from  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments. 

.IJ  Winterthur  —  (/nBa:  Wilder 
Mann,  good ; — Sonne) — an  industri- 
ous mauufactaring  tovrn,  of  4600  In- 
httb.  (Protestants),  ( 
long. 
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The  weaving  of  miiBlin  and  the 
printing  of  coCtoa  are  the  moat  thrir- 
ing  branches  of  industrf  here. 

3iFrftuenfeld— (/mu;  Krone,  best, 
but  indifferent',  Hirsch)  — the  chief 
town  of  the  canton  TburgoTie  (Germ. 
Thurgan),  has  2450  Inhab,,  and  is 
situated  on  the  river  Murg,  which 
sets  in  motion  the  wheels  of  sereral 
cotton,  dyeing,  and  printing  mills. 
It  13  a  mean  and  uninteresting  little 
place.  The  Castle,  on  a  basement  of 
rock  fronting  the  Murg,  waa  built  in 
the  11th  century,b;oneof  the  vassals 
of  the  Counts  of  Kjburg. 

On  a  hill  to  the  S.  of  the  town 
Stands  the  Capachin  Convent,  founded 
in  1 595,  now  occupied  bjr  onl;  7  or  8 

Pfyn,  a  village  on  the  Thar,  was, 
in  Roman  times,  a  frontier  fort,  called 
Jjl  Fines,  whence  its  modem  name. 

Mfihlheim, 

1  WadL  A  wooden  tower  has 
been  erected  on  the  summit  of  Hohen- 
raia,  a  hill  near  this,  on  account  of 
the  extensive  view  it  commands. 

5}  CoNSTABCE,  in  Kte,  7. 

ROUTE  10. 

zUrICH  to  ST.  OALL. 

17)  leagues  ^  52  Bug.  m. 

A  diligence  goes  daily.    Post  road. 

The  road  is  the  same  as  Route  9, 
and  the  country  dull,  as  far  as 

5}  WinUrthwr.  Hence  by  Elgg  and 
Dutwyl,  crossing  the  Murg  to 

3X  AdorC 

2}  Wyl,  SOOO  Inhab.     Several  con- 

2i  Flahwyl,  station  of  post-horses, 
by  the  Kratiei  ■  ■ '  •"  •■...•■ 
There 

31  St.  Gall.    (Rte.  66.) 

N.B.  A  for  more  intereatine  road 
is  by  Rapperschwyl,  Lichtensteig,  and 
Herisau  (Rte.  69). 


4}  Badm,  the  railroad  estends  as 
Rte.  6.  This  rte.  is  very  circuitous. 
There  is  a  more  direct  road,  taming 
off  at  Diedkoa  Stat,  io  X.enzburg, 
tlirourii  Bremgarten  (/nns:  T>rei  Kb- 
uige;  Hirsch).  a  small  icwn  on  a  b^ebt 
atrave  the  Reuss,  where  the  late  King 
of  the  ITrench  Uved  concealed,  under 
the  name  of  Corbi,  in  the  house  of 
General  Montesquiou,  while  his  dsler 
Mad.  Adelaide  and  MsxL  de  Genlis 
found  refuse  in  a  nunnery,  1793-4-5. 

AC  Mellmgen,  the  river  Reoss  is 
crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge   of  o 


lupposed  that  the  battle  in  which  tbe 
itoman  general  Cecina  beat  the  Hel- 
vetians, A.i>.  70,  was  fought  here. 

33J  Lenjbucg— (/nns-  Lowe,  good; 
Krone)- — ^a  manmacturing  to?vn  of 
3000  Inhab.,  on  the  An,  a  stream 
which  drains  the  lake  of  HalwyL 
The  old  Gothic  Cattle  on  the  summit 
of  a  sandstone  cliff  is  now  converted 
into  a  school,  on  the  plan  of  that  at 
HofwyL 

At  a  village  called  HunKensehwjl, 
the  road  to  Aarau  turns  off  to  the  rt, 
and  that  from  Schintznach  and  Bragg 
joins  our  route.  The  post  and  dUi- 
geoce  make  the  dolour  by  Aaran. 

On  the  rt.  rises  the  ancient  fortress 
of  Aftrburg(p.  13). 

5j  Ereutzstrasse— (/nn.-  LSwe).— 
The  high  road  from  B&le  to  Lucerne 
here  crosses  our  rte.  At  Rothrist, 
Ij^  m.  farther  on,  there  is  a  good  inn 
(Cheval  BUnc— RossU),  kept  by  a 
civil  landlady.  The  ro«d  runs  ^ong 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Aar  to 

2  Horgenthal  (/nn.-  LWe,  eood). 

2]  HersogenbtichBee  (/nn.-  Sonne), 
a  viWe  of  4500  Inhab. 

3}  Krchbei^. 

In  the  vill^  church  of  Hindel- 
bank  is  the  celebrated  JfotHoaait  of 
itadanu  Langhane,  wife  of  the  clein- 
man,  who  died  in  child-birth.  It  is 
by  a  sculptor  named  Nahl,  and  repre- 
sents her  with  her  child  in  her  arms, 
burstmg  through  the  tomb  at  the 
sound  of  the  last  trumpet  Its  merit, 
as  a  work  of  art,  has  been  much  ex- 
aggerated. Its  chief  excellence  seems 
to  be  the  natural  manner  in  which 
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the  crack  in  the  stone  is  represented. 
The  epitaph  was  written  by  EbIIbt. 
This  tomb  is  farmed  of  sandstone, 
and  is  let  into  the  paTement  of  the 
cborch.     The  chief  figure  is  ii^ored 

Kthe  loss  of  the  noae,  which  GltitE 
:>tEheini  asserts  (it  is  to  be  hoped 
unfbnndedly)  was  the  wanton  act  of 

The   Castle  on    the    ne^hbouring 
height  belongs  to  the  Erlacb  family. 
^  Schonbiihl 
^  Bebub  (in  Rl«.  24). 

ROUTE  It 


25  leases  ^  75  Eng.  m. 

Good  carriage-roada  ran  along  both 
aides  of  the  lake  of  Zurich,  and  are 
traversed  daily  by  Diligences  in  13  hrs. 
The  road  U>  Wallenstadt  and  Coire 
runs  along  tlte  rt.  or  N.  bank.  There 
are  pott-honea  the  whole  way  ta  Coire. 
The  steamers  take  carri^es  across  the 
two  lakes.  That  of  Wslleustadt  mmt 
be  crossed  in  the  steamer,  there  being 

Steam-boats  tniTerse  the  Lalce  of 
Zfirich,  to  and  fro,  twice  a  dajr,  in  2 
to  2^  hours,  starting  from  Ziirich  to 
SchmerikoD,  about  8  A.M.  daily,  and 
again  in  the  afternoon,  5  CimcH  a-week, 
returning  from  Sclunerikon  Ut  Ziirich 
at  2  p.H.  They  zigx^  from  one  side 
of  the  lake  to  the  oUier,  to  take  in 
and  let  out  passengers  at  the  different 
towns.  The /area  are  less  hi^  than 
at  first  :  trota  Ziirich  to  Wallen- 
stadt,  9   ff.    50    c. ;    to   Schmerikon, 


For  a  carriage,  3  horses,  and  3 
masters,  and  a  aerrant,  TO  francs  from 
Wallenstadt  to  Ziirich.  Even  in  post- 
ing, the  honMs,  postboys,  tolls,  &c., 
may  be  paid  for  before  starting,  at 
the  steam-boat  office.  100  frs.from 
Ziirich  to  Bagatz.  The  steamers  t«ke 
carriages  from  Ziirich  to  Wallenstadt 
for  45  fr. ;  horses  far  2  fr. 

Coraeyances    are    provided    by   the 
ftompany  at  Horgen   for    Zug    and 


Arth  at  the  fbot  of  the  iUgi  (Rte. 
15). 

Diligences  are  in  readiness  on  the 
arrival  of  the  steamer  at  Schmerikon, 
to  carry  on  the  passengers  to  Wesen, 
where  they  emlmti  on  a  steamer  to 
Wallenstadt.  There  another  set  of 
ooaches  takes  them  on  to  Ffetfers, 
Coire,  St.  Gall,  Glarus,  &a.  Unless 
yon  book  places  at  Ziirich,  and  take 
tickets,  you  may  not  find  room  in  the 
coaches,  but  may  be  left  behind.    In 


Pfeffera  early. 

The  Lake  of  ZSrich  has  no  pre- 
tensions to  gn^euT  of  scenery;  that 
must  be  sought  for  on  the  silent  and 
savage  shores  of  the  lakes  of  Lucerne, 
Brienz.  and  Wallenstadt  ;  but  it 
has  a  charm  peculiarly  its  own  — 
that  of  life  and  rich  cultivation.  Its 
borders  are  as  a  beehive,  teeming 
with  population,  and  are  embellished 
and  enlivened  at  every  step  hy  the 
work  of  man.  Its  character  is  smil- 
ing and  cheerful.  The  hQU  around 
it  are  less  than  3000  feet  high  above 
the  sea,  and  descend  in  gentle  slopes 
down  to  the  water's  edge ;  wooded 
on  their  tops,  clad  with  vineyards, 
orchards,  and  gardens  on  their  slopes, 
and  carpeted  with  verdant  pastures, 
or  luxuriantly  waving  crops  of  grain 
at  their  feet  But  the  principal  fes- 
tnre  in  this  landscape  is  the  number 
of  human  habitations:  the  hills  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other  are  dotted 
with  white  honsea,  viUas  of  citiiens, 
cottages,  and  farms,  while  along  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  and  on  the  high 
rood,  they  gather  into  frequent  clusters 
aroiuid  a  church,  forming  villages 
and  towns  almost  without  number. 
Every  little 


_  ry  little  stream  descending  from 
the  hill  is  compelled  to  do  duty  by 
turning  some  mill ;  at  the  mouths 
of  the  valleys  enormous  factories  are 
erected,  and  thus  the  shores  of  (he 
lake,  on  either  side,  have  the  appear- 
ance of  one  vast  and  almost  uninter- 
ropled  village. 

The  effect  of  this  lively  foreground 
is  heightened  by  the  appearance  of 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Bentis,  Dodi, 
and  Qlarmach,  which   are   seen  at 
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different  poiDU  peering  aboTe  the 
nearer  hills.  The  charms  of  the 
Lake  of  Ziiricb  inipired  the  IdfUi  of 
Geuner ;  thej  ore  celebrated  in  an 
ode  of  Klopstocki  and  in  the  prose 
of  Zinunerman.  The  lake  U  a  long 
and  narrow  strip  of  water,  abont  28 
miles  in  length  from  Ziirich  to 
Schmerikon,  uid  not  more  than  3 
broad  at  the  widest  part,  between 
Stiifa  and  WwkneweiL    The  prind- 

which  issues  out  at  Ziiricb,  under  the 
name  of  Limmat. 

Scorcelj  any  of  the  rilll^es  or 
towns  on  the  lake  are  at  all  remark- 
able, except  as  tiie  seats  of  flourishine 
industry.    A  f^w  only  of  the  principcu 

5 laces  are  enumerated  below,  with 
leir  distance  by  land  from  Ziiricb, 
The  banks  are  distingaiBbed  as  rt. 
and  L,  in  reference  to  the  course  of 
the  Limmat. 

L  The  high  ridge  rising  on  the  W. 
of  Ziiricb,  and  bordering  the  lake  fbr 
more  than  12  miles,  [s  the  Albis. 

rt.  If  Kussnacht — (fim;  Sonne)— 
a  TiUage  of  2114  Inhab. ;  not  to  be 
confounded  with  its  namesake  on  the 
Like  of  Lucerne,  (among  in  the  his- 
tory of  Tell. 

I.  Riischtifcon  :  behind  this  are  the 
baths  of  Nvdelbad,  wilh  a  ba^^Jaouse. 

rt.      Ij    Mnlen  —  (/nni:     Lowe; 
Sonne) — a  rery  considerable  Tillage 
of  3036  Inhab.,  chiefly  silk-weaTe 
with  a  Gothic  church,  bnitt  1490-I>. 

1.  Thatwjl— (ftn;  Adler.) 


Lavater  is  said  t 


haren 


.  .  _  lyuognomyat 
the  parsonage  of  the  village  of  Ober- 
Bieden,  about  ^  m.  farther  on. 

L  Horgen — (Inna:  Meyerho^  ___  . 
and  good  ;  Lowe).  Here  passengers 
bound  for  the  lUgi,  by  war  of  Zug, 
disembark  and  cross  the  hills.  Omni- 
bus daily  at  9,  retnmiiig  at  9  F.V. 
(Bte.  15.5 

L  Wadensehwyl— (ftn.-  Seehof)— 
a  pretty  Tillage  of  435T  Inhab.,  con- 
taining silk  tkotoriea.  Above  it  stands 
the  castle,  formerly  residence  of  (he 
bailiff  (oberamtoian),  now  privale  pro- 
perty. 

L  Riehlerswyl— (AajDreiKonige). 
Here  is  one  of  the  largest  cotton  ho- 


I  on  tbe  borders  of  the  lake. 
The  village  is  built  on  the  boundary 
line  of  cantons  Ziiricb  and  8clivryti ; 
behind    it,  the    road    to    Binsiedeln 

ascends  the  hills.  The  pilgrims  bonnd 
to  that  celebrated  shrine  usnally  dis- 
embark here.  (SeeR(e.T4.)  Zimmer' 
man  vesided  here  as  physidan,  and  in 
his  work  on  '  Solitude  justly  praises 
the  extreme  beauty  of  this  spot. 

rt  Stiifa— (/am:  Krone;  Sterne)— 
an  industrious  village,  the  largest  on 
this  side  of  the  lake,  with  3500  Inhab., 
by  whom  much  silk  and  cotton  is 
woven.  Gothe  resided  here,  17B7. 
The  extremity  of  the  lake  beyond  this 
lies  out  of  the  limits  of  the  cukton 
Ziiricb.  It  has  been  calculated  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  on  each  of 
its  banks,  hence  to  the  town  of  Ziiricb, 
a  distance  of  13  miles,  is  not  less  than 
12,000. 

On  approachii^  Kapperaohvryl  and 
its  long  bridge,  the  pretty  little  isle 
of  Avfnait  becomes  a  conspicuous  fea- 
ture and  omsment  U>  the  landscape^ 
It  has  some  celebrity  as  the  retreat 
and  burial-place  of  Ulric  Von  Hnttoi, 
a  Franconian  kn^ht,  the  friend  of 
Lulber  and  Frans  of  Sickingen,  dis- 
tinguished equally  for  his  taJenU 
end  chivalrous  bravery,  but  withal  a 
bit  of  a  rou§.  His  satirical  wriljngs 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  spread 
of  the  Itefbrmaljon,  but  raised  up 
acainst  him  such  a  host  of  enemies 
t£at  he  wae  forced  to  fly  from  the 
conrt  of  Charles  V.,  and  take  refiige 
{rom  their  persecution,  Grst,  with 
Frani  of  Sickingen,  and,  after  his 
death,  in  this  little  island.  Zwingli 
had  procured  for  him  an  asylum  bere, 
in  the  house  of  the  curate,  where  he 
died  a  fortnight  after  his  arriisl 
(1523),  at  the  age  of  36.  He  was 
buried  by  a  fai^nl  friend,  but  all 
record  of  the  spot  in  which  he  Hea 
hsa  long  since  disappeared. 

The  Bridge  of  SapperiiAvryl  is  pro- 
bably the  longest  in  the  world :  it 
extends  from  the  town  to  a  tongue  of 
land  on  the  opposite  side,  completely 
across  the  lake,  a  distance  of  4900 
It.,  or  more  than  -f  of  a  mile.  It  is 
only  12  ft  broad,  is  formed  of  loose 
planks  laid  (not  nailed)  upon  piers. 
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and  is  nnpTovided  with  ruling  U  the 
Bides,  so  that  itaij  one  curiae  can 
safeljr  pass  st  a  time.  The  toll  U 
beavj' — 24  bati  for  a  char-i-banc.  It 
was  origin^f  conatrncted  by  Leopold 
of  Aastrid,  1358:  the  existing' bridge 
dMes  &om  1819. 

A  Bmall  Btone  pier  has  been  thrown 
oat  into  the  lake  at  Bapperschwyl,  a 
little  below  the  bridge,  outside  the 
gate  of  the  town,  to  reoeive  paasen* 
gers  from  tlie  steamboat. 

rt.  EapperscAvyl — (hm  H.  da  Lac, 
very  good)- — Tliis  is  a  very  pictu- 
resque old  town,  in  canton  St.  Qall 
(1600  Inhab.),  still  partly  surrounded 
by  walla,  and  surmoimted  by  an  Oid 
Castle  (Tier  Orafenburg}  and  a  Church, 
near  which,  from  the  terrace  called  Lin. 
denllof,  a,  fine  view  is  obtained.  Post- 
hOTBea  are  kept  here,  and  throDghont 
canton  St.  Gall  (§  &.  Introdnct.) 

Braperschwyl  is  about  18  m.  from 
Znrich,  and  the  aame  distance  from 
Wesen.  The  diligence  takes  about 
S^  hrs.  either  way.  A  char  costs  ' 
13  fr. ;  uid  a  calecne  with  two  horses,  . 
20  to  24  &.  Boads  run  from  heace 
to  St.  Gall,  and  across  the  bridge  to 
Einraedeln.  (Riei  74,  and  Glarus,  by 
Lacbrai,  R.  7'2.) 

At  Schmerikon  (inn.-  Boss),  at  the 
"K.  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  Ziirich, 
d)e  road  quits  its  ma^n ;  the  oatle 
of  Grynau,  on  the  rt,  stands  on  the 
Linth,  a  little  above  its  entrance  into 
the  lake.  Pedestrians  will  find  the 
towing-path  along  the  Linth  canal 
shorter  than  tbe  carriage-road  from 
Schmerikon  to  Wesen. 

af  Dmach  {Ttm:  mm  Linth-hot 
very  iair>— a  small  town  of  900  In- 
hab., on  an  eminence,  the  summit  of 


that  of  the  church.  The  road 
Gall  (Rte.  69^  turns  ofF  here.  There 
are  mmes  of  brown  coal  at  Oberkirch, 
about  a  mile  from  Umach,  in  a  bill 
1600  feet  high.  Near  Uinach  is  an 
immense  cotton  mill,  driving  24,480 
■jnndles,  and  having  lOO  vrindows  on 
oich  side.  It  is  supplied  with  water 
from  a  mountain-torrent  desuendiog 
immediately  behind  it. 

Soon  after  leaving  Umaoh,  the  vat- 
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1^  of  Glarus  opens 
with  the  snowy  moonuuiia  near  m 
head,  a  very  beautifiil  prospect  Out 
of  this  valley  issues  the  river  Linth, 
an  impetuous  torrent,  fed  by  glacier^ 
and  carrying  down  with  it  vast  quan- 
titles  of  debris,  which  had  accomn- 
lated  to  such  an  extent  25  years  ag<L 
that  its  channel  was  obstructed,  and 
its  bed  raised  many  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  lower  part  of  the  valley. 
From  this  e«uM  arose  repeated  and 
moet  dangeroos  inmidationB,  which 
ooiered  the  fertile  diitrict  on  its  batika 
with  stone  and  rubbish,  and  converted 
the  meadows  into  a  stagnant  marsh. 
Nearly  the  entire  valley  between  the 
lakes  of  Zilrich  and  Wallenstadt  waa 
reduced  to  a  desert,  and  its  inhabi< 
lants,  thinned  in  numbers  by  annual 
fevere,  arisia?  from  the  pestilential 
exhalations,  abandoned  the  spot  The 
valley  of  the  Linth  was  relieved  from 
Ma  dire  calamity  by  Mr.  Conrad 
Escher,  who  suggested  to  the  Diet,  in 
1807,  the  ingemouB  plan  of  digging  a 
new  bed  for  the  waters  of  the  Lintli, 
and  turning  it  into  the  lake  of  Wal- 
lenstadt, in  whose  depths  it  might  de> 
posit  the  sand  and  gravel  which  it 
brought  down,  williout  doing  any 
damage.  He  at  the  same  time  pro- 
posed to  improve  tiie  issues  of  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  by  dignng  a  na- 
vigable canal  from  it  to  the  lake  of 
Zilrich,  so  as  to  carry  off  the  waters 
of  the  Linth,  and  the  other  streams 
falling  into  it,  and  cause  it  to  drain 
the  inCervenii^  valley,  instead  of  in- 
midating  it.  This  important  and  use- 
fiil  public  work  was  completed  by 
Escher  in  1822,  and  has  been  attended 
with  perfect  succbbb.  In  consequence 
of  it  the  valley  is  no  longer  slerilo 
and  unwholesome,  and  the  high  road 
to  Wesen,  which  was  often  cut  oB  and 
broken  up  by  inroads  of  the  river,  is 
now  earned  in  a  straight  line  along 
its  rt.  bank.  Immediately  oppo^te 
the  opening  of  the  vallej  of  the  Liath, 
at  whose  extremity  the  mountains  of 
Qlarus  now  «ipear  in  all  their  gran- 
deur, a  simple  Momimetital  Tablal  of 
black  marble  has  been  let  into  the 
face  of  the  rock  by  the  roadside,  to 
the   memory   of  the  public-sj^led 
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citiien  who  conferred  thia  great  bene- 
fit on  the  surrounding  country.  He 
earned  from  it,  in  addition  to  hia 
name,  the  title  Yon  der  Lmth,  the  only 
litle  which  a  republic  could  properiy 
confer,  and  of  which  his  descendants 
may  be  more  proud  than  of  that  of 
f:onnC  or  baron.  The  Lintb  is  here 
crossed  by  a  bridge  called  Zieeel- 
briicke,  over  which  runs  die  rood  to 
GUrus.  (Rle.  Ti.')  Near  it  are  a  cot- 
ton manufactory  and  an  establish- 
ment for  the  education  of  the  poor  of 
the  canton  Glarus.  It  U  called  the 
Linth  Colony,  because  it  owes  itsori^ 
to  B  colony  of  40  poor  persons,  after- 
wards increased  to  IBO,  who  were 
brought  hither  by  charitable  indivi- 
duals from  the  over-peopled  villages 
of  the  canton,  and  sett«d  on  this  spot, 
n  bich  was  the  bed  of  the  Linth  pre- 
vious to  Escher's  improvements,  io 
order  to  reclaim  it  by  removing  the 
stones  and  rubbish,  and  rendenng  it 
fit  for  cultivation.  They  were  lodged, 
fed,  and  allowed  a  small  sum  for 
wages,  tbe  espense  being  defrayed  by 
subscription.  After  having,  by  these 
means  and  by  the  correction  of  the 
Linth,  dCM^ribed  above,  restored  the 
Talley  to  a  state  iit  for  agriculture, 
and    having,    above   all,    l^n   saved 

of  scarcity,  they  were  diemissed  (o 
seek  their  fortunes  with  some  few 
savings  to  begin  tbe  world;  and,  what 
'importance,  with  indui 


which  now  replaces  the  colony,  40 
children  from  6  to  12  are  taugh^  and 
teachers  are  also  instructed.  There 
is  B  good  Inn,  Zum  Escher  Linth, 
about  B  mile  before  entering  Wesen. 

ajWesen  (/im;  L'Epce)  is  a  vil- 
lage of  about  500  Inhal).,  at  the  W, 
extremity  of  the  lake  of  WaUenstadt; 
and  in  (he  midst  of  scenery  of  great 
magnificence.  Siligencea  and  barges 
staft  from  Weaan  to  Schmerikon  and 
G*  rus  after  the  aniva]  of  the  steamers. 
Passengers  can  proceed  along  the 
Linth  canal  to  Schmerikon  in  barges 
very    pleasantly    in    S   hours, 


is  reckoned   2J  posts.     [A   carriage    I 
may  be  hired  from  Wesen  to  the  I^jghi    } 

by  way  of  Einsiedeln  (Bte.  74).      The 

Stakes  up  2  days,  baiting  at 
ehi  tbe  first  nighl,  Tbe  road 
mrim  out  of  that  to  Zurich  at  the  New 
/an,  Zum  Escher  Linth,  crosses  the 
canal,  and  proceeds  throi^h  a,  pretty 
country  by  Galgenen  and  Laohen  (Oz, 
a  good  inn),  where  it  faUa  into  th« 
route  from  KapperschwyL] 

Glarus  is  3  ^gues  ^  9  miles  from 
Wesen  (Hte.  T2). 

Lake  op  Wallenstadt, 

A  steam-boat  runs  between  Wesen 
and  Wallenstadt,  to  and  fro,  2  or  3 
times  a  day  in  summer.  The  voya^ 
takes  up  about  1^  hour;  fare  about 
Is.  &d.  ^iglish.  Carrisees  are  taken 
at  about  5s.  English,  being  shipped 
and  landed  free  pf  expense,  except  a 
trinkgeld. 

JSligetiofi  are  provided  at  either  end 
of  the  lake  to  carry  on  passengers  as 
soon  as  landed.  The  /nas  at  Wesai 
and  Wallenstadt  should  be  avoided, 
being  bad  and  enormously  dear,  1850. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  the 
Linth  canal,  the  only  outlet  for  the 
take  of  Wallenstadt  was  a  smallstream 
called  the  Magg,  which  encountered 
the  Linth,  after  a  course  of  about  'i 
miles,  and  was  arrested  by  the  dgbria 
and   stones    brought   down    by   thai 

often  dammed  up  behind,  but  the  sur- 
face of  tbe  lake  was  raised  several 
feet  above  ita  ordinary  level,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  overflowed 
the  valley  both  above  and  below  it, 
and  laid  the  villages  of  Wallenstadt, 
at  the  one  end,  and  Weaen,  at  tbe 
other,  under  water  for  many  months 
1  during  the  spring.  By  Kscher'a  cor- 
!  rection  of  the  course  of  the  Linth,  its 
waters  are  now  carried  into  the  lake, 
where  they  have  already  formed,  by 
their  deposit  of  mud  uid  gravel,  a 
deltanearly  half  a  mile  long.  Another 
canal,  deep  and  protected  at  the  side 
with  strong  dykes,  now  supplies  the 
place  of  the  Magg,  and  drains  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  into  that  of  Zu- 
rich. 
I     The  lake  of  Wallenstadt  is  abfut 
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12  miles  long  by  3  broad;  its  scenery 
a  gmtd,  but  not  first  raCe;  far  infe- 
rier  M  that  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne. 
Ita  S.  shore  consista  of  culosaal  cliSs 
of  lime  and  sand-stone,  reg^ularly 
ilntified,  and  bo  nearly  precipitons 
lliat  there  is  room  for  no  road,  and 


destilute  of  verdure,  gives  to  this  lake 
s  savage  and  arid  character.  The  S. 
side  consista  of  more  gradually  sloping 
hills  covered  with  verdure  and  over- 


several  villages,  and  a  very  rough  oud 
insular  road  runs  along  it.  The 
lake  has  the  reputation  of  being  dan- 
gerous to  navigate,  on  account  of 
fodden  tempests;  but  iu  this  respect 
It  does  not  .fifier  from  other  mountain 
lakes.  In  Jan.  1851  the  steamer  was 
snbmetged  by  a.  sudden  squall,  and 
svery  soul  on  board,  14inall,periBhed. 
It  was  fished  up  from  a  great  depth. 

The  precipices  along  the  N.  bank 

'uy  between  2000  and  3000  feet  in 

height,  and  the  stranger  is   usually 

""Tailed  to  learn   that  above  them 

>ie  situated  populooa  villages  and  ex- 

lensire  pastures  crowded  with  cattle. 

ouch  a  one  is  the  villt^e  of  Ammon, 

MEliiniDg  3000  Inhabs,,  nearly  2500 

^1  above  the  lake,  with  a  church, 

S^'^eu,   and   orchards.     It   is    ap- 

Jfoaehfld  by  one  narrow  and  steep 

palh,  which  may  be  traced  sloping 

'^■atds  from  Wesen  along  tlie  &ce 

of  (he  mountain.    Several  waterfalls 

!J«!ipitate  themselves  over  this  wall 

^  toot,  or  descend,  by  gashes  or  rents 

I    ^  Its  sides,  into  the  lake  \  but  they 

I    awindle  into  insignificance  by  the  end 

«  nunnier,  and  add  no  beauty  to  the 

joane.    The   principal   ones  are  the 

■    wrerbach,  900feethigh(abovawhioh 

['   hes  AnuaonV  and   the   Seerenbach, 

f    1200  feet  high. 

"^^  hamlet  of  St  Quinten  is  the 
™y  one  on  this  side  of  the  lake. 
'"  'he  opposite  (S.)  sitle  there  are 
niunerous  villages  at  the  moutba  of 
™  itreams  imd  guUies.  The  prin- 
•^Pal  of  them  is  Murg,  near  which 
!||*fEe  (!otlon-&ct«ry  has  been  built. 
"^m^  it  rises  the  monntain  Miut- 
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Bchenstock.  Ita  snnunit,  T2T0  feet 
high,  and  alnioBt  inaccessible,  is  tra- 
versed through  and  through  by  a 
cavern,  which,  thongh  of  lai^e  siie, 
looks  from  the  lake  like  the  eye  of 
a  bodkin.  The  hole  is  best  seen 
when  abreast  of  die  village  of  Miihle- 
hom;  by  those  not  aware  of  the  fact, 
it  might  be  mistaken  for  a  patch  of 
snow.  This  ^k  is  the  favourite  re- 
sort of  chamois. 

The  N.E.  extremity  of  the  lake  is 
bounded  by  the  7  picturesque  peaks 
of  the  Sieben  Churtiraten  (sometimes 
written  Kuiifirsten).  At  their  feet 
lies  the  village  of 

34  Wallenstadt.  —  Inrtai  Rossli 
(Cheval);  Hirsoh  (Cert  or  Po«le)i 
Aigle  d'Or,  nearest  the  steamer.     All 

WaUenstadt  is  a  scattered  township 
of  800  Inhab.;  nearlv  half  a  mile 
from  the  lake,  of  which  it  commands 
no  view.  The  flats  of  the  valley 
around  and  above  it  are  marshy,  and 
the  neighbourhood  was  formerly  very 
□nhealthy,  so  long  as  the  irregulan- 


evil  might  be  entirely  cured  were 
similar  measures  adopted  to  confine 
and  regulate  the  course  of  the  Scez, 
which  still  overflows  the  valley  at 
times.  WaUenstadt  is  a  dull  place, 
and  traveUers  had  better  avoid  stop- 
ping here. 

There  is  considerable  beau^  ia  the 
if  the  valley  of  the  Smi,  be- 


scenery  □ 
tweenVt 


ins  — (/'nns.-  Kreuts  (Croix 
1);  LbweO  a  town  of  723  In- 
hab., on  an  eminence  surmounted  by 
a  castle,  near  the  junction  of  the  roads 
from  St.  Gall  and  Zurich  to  Coire. 
It  stands  upon  the  watershed  dividing 
the  streams  which  feed  the  Rhine 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  lake  of 
Wallenstadt;  and  this  natural  em- 
bankment is  so  slight  (about  200  paces 
across  and  less  than  20  feet  high) 
tliat,  as  the  deposits  brought  down  by 
the  Rhine  are  constantly  raising  its 
bed,  it  is  not  impossible,  though 
scarcely  probable,  that  the  river  may 
change  its  course,  relinquish  its  pre- 
sent route  by  the  lake  of  Constance,  > 
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Mtd  take  a  ihortsr  cat  by  the  Ukea  at 
WtJl«asladt  mnd  Ziu-icb.  It  was  c&l- 
cnlated  by  Eschar  von  der  Tiinth, 
fWim  tctuul  mnuureinenla,  that  the 
iraun  of  tba  Rhine  need  rue  but  I9i 
feet  (o  p&Bfl  into  the  lake  of  Wsllen- 
■tadt;  and  it  is,  indeed,  recorded  that 
.  the  riTer,  swollen  by  long  rains  in 
1618,  was  prevented  taking  this  direc- 
tion oqIj  by  the  oaDstmction  of  dams 
along  its  banka.  Geologists  argue, 
from  the  idenUt;  of  the  deposits  of 
rraiel  in  the  vallej  of  the  TTpper 
Bbine  with  those  in  the  rale  of  Sees, 
liuit  the  riier  actnall;  did  pass  out 
diis  way  at  one  time. 

The  remainder  of  ihit  route  np  the 
r*Uey  of  the  Rhine  hy 

44B>gaUlo 

sj  Coi're,  together  with  the  excur- 
sion to  PfeArs  Batha,  which  no  one 
who  passes  this  way  should  onut,  are 
described  in  Rte.  37. 


ROXJTE  1 


14^  leagues  _  43^  Eng.  miles. 

A  new  and  good  road — Omnibuses 
ft'om  Horgen  to  Artb  ia  4^  hours,  and 
back  daily. — B.  Coach  horses  are 
kept  at  the  Stag  Inn,  at  Zur.  A 
pedestrian  starting  from  Zurich  by 
the  steamer  at  8  a.m.,  reaches  Horgen 
at  9,  walks  in  3  hours  to  Zug,  hires  a 
boat  there  far  15  or  20  bati,  across 
the  lake  to  Arth  in  3  hours,  and  may 
reach  the  summit  of  the  Righi  in 
Mimmer  before  suntet.  This  is  the 
most  direct  road  to  Zug  and  the  KighL 
As&ran 

3  Hoi^u,  the  road  nma  along  the 
W.  shore  of  the  lake  of  Zurich,  de- 
scribed at  p.  29.  The  best  mode  of 
Cceediog  thus  far  is  in  the  sleam- 
t  (p.  SB).  At  Horgen  — (/wis.- 
Ueyerbof,  at  the  waterside,  good  and 
new;  Iiiiwe) — cbar-i-banos  and  horses 
may  be  hired  for  12  or  14  franca  to  Zug, 
a  Aive  of  about  2*  hours.  A  brown 
coal  or  lignite  is  obtained  at  HorgMi, 
but  it  will  not  answer  as  fuel  for  steam- 
engine*.  A  seriei  of  agnga  carries  tha 


carriage  ro«d  o*er  the  AlhU  r^^  be- 
hind Horgen.  Frmn  the  summit,  espe- 
cially from  a  spotonlyjm.  off  the  road, 
called  Bocke,  yoo  obtain  a  fiae  view  of 
the  lake  as  far  ai  Bapperechwyl  and  its 
long  bridge.  After  an  ascent  of  about 
3  m.  the  ifescent  is  at  once  commeiMied, 
the  road  running  for  the  most  p^ 
along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Sihl,  crosaittg 
it  at  the  Tillage  of 

Sihlbrucke,  by  a  bridge,  which  con- 
ducts from  canttMi  Ziiridi  into  oKntoa 
Zug.  From  the  ridge  which  snoceeds, 
the  Bigfai  and  Filatus  mountains  are 
first  seen,  and  soon  after  the  borders 
of  the  lake  of  Zug  are  reached. 

4)  Zvg  {Ima ;  EiTBch  (Cerf),  good ; 
Ochs,  comfbrlable  and  cheap  O  — 
capital  of  canton  Zug,  the  smiLUest 
stale  of  the  Conibderatjon,  has  33t>0 
Inhab.,  and  is  prettily  situated  at  the 
NJL  comer  of  the  lake.  It  has  an 
antiquated  look,  surrounded  by  its  old 
walls,  and,  being  without  trade,  has  a 
silent  and  deserted  air.  Its  inhabit- 
ants, excluuTely  Roman  Catholics, 
are  chiefly  ocoujried  with  BgricuitiuaJ 
pursuits.  The  rich  crop^  vineyards; 
orchards,  and  gardens,  on  the  borders 
of  the  lake,  proclaim  a  s<nl  not  un- 
grateful to  the  mlUTator. 

There  is  a  CaptuMn  Coiaatt  and  a 
Jfimnery  here.  The  picture  by  Ca- 
rscd  in  the  former,  mentioned  by  the 
guide-books,  is  none  of  his,  but  is  by 
an  inferior  artist,  Piamingo,  and  of  no 
great  merit. 

The  CK  of  St.  MiiAiul,  a  Uttle  way 
outside  of  the  town,  has  a  curiona 
hiiwAtHiM  attached  to  it,  containing 
many  hundred  skulls,  each  inscribed 
with  the  name  of  its  owner.  It  is  ths 
cDSIom  for  the  relationa  of  the  dead 
to  cause  their  skulls  to  be  taken  op^ 
cleaned,  labelled  with  their  oames 
and  date  of  birth  and  death,  and  then 
placedinthebonebousel  Thechundi- 
yard  in  which  it  stands  is  tilled  with 
qnaint  gilt  crosses  by  way  of  monu- 
ments, and  the  graves  are  planted 
with  ttowers.  The  Cnnetery  deserves 
a  visiti  the  display  of  armorial  bear- 
ings, coats,  and  crests,  even  on  the 
humblest  tomb,  is  a  remarkable  deco- 
ration in  a  republican  statel 
In  the  year  1435,  it  is  Mcorded  that 
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a  pmrt  of  the  foundations  of  the  town, 
*»keaed  probably  bj  &n  attempt  to 
draw  off  part  of  the  water  of  the  lake, 
gare  way,  wherebj'  two  streots,  bidlt 
on  the  gronnd  nearest  the  water,  were 
broken  off  and  sabmerged  ;  26  houses 
were  destroyed,  and  45  human  beinffs 
perished  ;  among  them  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  uiwn.  His  child,  an 
infant,  wa«  found  floKtitm  in  his  cradle, 
on  the  HUrface  of  the  Uie  ;  he  wai 
rescned,  and  afterwarda  became  lan- 

DUigencea  go  daily  from  Zng  to  Ln- 
cerae  and  Zariob ;  but  they  do  not  take 
the  road  by  Arth. 

The  Laie  of  Zag,  whose  aurihee  is 
1340  feet  abo*e  t^e  sea,  is  S  m.  long, 
aod  about  \  broad.  lie  banks  are  low, 
or  gently-sloping  bills,  except  on  the 
8.  ude,  where  the  Rigbi,  rising  ^• 
FKptly  fWim  the  water's  edge,  presents 
its  precipices  towards  it,  fomung  a 
ftetnre  of  considerable  grandeur,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Rlatus  rising  be- 
hind it.  The  Rafi,  or  Roas-herg,  rising 
in  the  RB.  corner,  is  also  lofty  and 
steep  ;  the  lake,  at  its  base,  is  not  leM 
than  1200  ft.  deep,  A  capital  carriage- 
road  has  been  formed  along  the  water- 
nde  Grom  Zng  to  Arth  and  Immensee. 
Boats  are  to  be  foiind  at  aU  theee 
places,  and  the  fare  across,  with  two 
rowers,  is  15  or  20  batx.  It  lakes 
abont  two  hours  to  go  by  water  to 
ArtJi.  The  road  to  Aiih  winds  round 
tbe  base  of  the  Itossberg,  which  has 
obtained  B  melancholy  celebrity  fh>m 
the  catastrophe  caused  by  the  fall  of 
■  portion  of  it.  (See  Rte.  1 7.)  Near 
the  chapel  of  St.  Adrian  a  small 
monument  has  been  erected  oo  the 
■pot  where  the  arrow  is  supposed  to 
haie  fellen  which  Henry  TonHonen- 
bei^  shot  out  of  the  Austrian  lines 
into  the  Swiss  campi  before  the  battle 
of  Morgarten,  be^ng  the  warning 
words,  "Beware  of  Morearten."  It 
was  in  consequence  of  this  that  the 
confederates  occupied  the  position  in- 
dicated, and  it  contribntfid  mainly  to 
their  victory  on  that  memorable  neld. 
Uorgarten  (R,  74.)  lies  within  this 
CMiton,  about  11  m.  W.  of  Zug,  on  the 
lakeofEferi. 
a  Arth  —  (/iM.-  Schwanwr  Adler, 


Ai^e  Noir)  Is  the  best  point  from 
which  to  ascend  the  Bi^i  ;  but  Arth 
—  the  Bighi  —  and  the  rest  of  the 

4^  LucsDTE,  are  most  conreniently 

described  in  Rie.  IT. 

ROtlTE  16. 

zBbich  to  ldcebie,  oter  tbb  auu, 

Br  HADSEH  ain>  zira. 

1(^  leagues  —  32|  Eng.  m. 

A  dit^oMV  daily  in  7  hrs. 

The  high  cbun  of  the  Albis  inter- 
renes  between  Z&rich  and  Lucerne, 
running  nearly  parallel  with  the  l>k« 
of  Zflrkh. 

This  new  atrn^t  road  to  Ztig,  ez- 
ceUent  throughout,  crosses  the  High 


incliura  terraces  oi 
dgsags,  so  tlut  unless  a  carriage  be 
very  beaTy,  only  2  horses  wiU  be  re- 
quired to  Btirmount  it.  This  line  of 
rte.  is  remarkable  for  the  Terr  beand- 
ful  view  of  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  and 
of  a  large  -part  of  Siritierland,  which 
is  seen  from  its  summit.  It  skirts  the 
shore  of  the  lake  at  firat,  bnt  at  Ad- 
tiswyl  it  crosses  the  river  Sihl,  and 
ascends  to  the 

2f  Albis  Wirthshans,  or  Inn  of  the 
AlbiB,  which  affords  moderate  fcre 
and  accommodation,  and  a  mafnifioent 
prospeot.  The  best  point,  however, 
for  seeing  the  view,  is  the  BigiLal 
(Hoehwach,  called  also  Schnabel),  * 
height  off  the  road,  abont  a  mile  above 
the  inn  :  it  takes  in  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  Zurichseo.  At  the  foot  of  the 
monntain,  between  it  and  the  lake, 
the  vale  of  the  Sihl  intervenes.  Its 
wooded  slopes  were  the  forourite  re- 
treat of  the  pastoral  poet  Gessner  ; 
they  were  occupied  in  1799  by  two 
hostile  armies  —  that  of  the  frencb 
under  Massena,  who  encamped  on 
the  slope  of  tbe  Albis,  and  that  of  the 
Russians,  who  occupied  the  rt  bank 
of  tha  Sihl.  They  watched  each  other 
from  hence  for  more  than  3  months  ; 
until  Uassena,  by  a  masterly  move- 
ment, crossed  the  I.immat.  cut  off  part 
of  the  Russian  force,  and  compelled 
the  rest  to  a  hasty  retreat.  On  the 
.  8.  «fe  seen  the  little  bka  of  Tiurl  (Tor- 
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ler  See),  at  the  foot  of  the  mpnntain  t 
not  far  from  it  the  church  of  Eappel, 
where  ZwiogU  died ;  farther  off  the 
lake  of  Zug,  and  behind  it  tower  ihe 
Bighi  and  PilatuB  monntains,  dkcloa- 
ing  between  them  a  lillle  bit  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne.  The  grandest  feature, 
however,  of  the  tiew  ia  the  snowy 
chain  of  Che  Alps,  from  the  Sentis  to 
the  Junefrau,  wbioh  fills  up  the  hori- 
ion.     It  nas  been  eograied  bj  Keller. 

The  Greatest  height  which  the  road 
attains  u  2404  fL  aboie  the  sea,  lOOU 
ft.  above  the  lake,  after  which  it  de- 
scends, passing  ou  the  rt.  the  little  lake 
ofTurL 

The  Dew  line  of  road  is  carried 
along  the  W.  dope  of  the  Albia,  from 
its  summit  to  Hansen,  near  which  vil- 
lage ia  Albisbruim,  a  lai^e,  new,  and 
handsome  water-cure  establishment, 
in  which  travellers  in  general  are  also 
received  at  the  rate  of  5  fr.  a  day, 
board  and  Iodine-  It  is  a  pleasant 
residence  from  the  beauties  of  ite 
situation,  its  views  of  the  Bernese  Alps, 
and  the  salubritj  of  its  air  and  water. 
It  is  under  the  mansgeroenl  of  Dr. 
Brunner. 

Beyraid  Hausen  the  new  road  passes 
Kappd  (5  m.  from  the  Albis  inn),  a 
village  of  600  Inhab.,  which  baa  ob- 
tained a  wofU  celebrity  in  Swiss  hls> 
tory  as  the  spot  where  the  Confede- 
rates, embittered  agwnst  each  other 
by  religions  discord,  dyed  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  one  another,  and  where 
Zwingli  the  reformer  fell  in  the  midst 
of  his  flock  on  Ihe  11th  of  October, 
1531.  Many  of  the  best  and  bravest 
of  the  citizens  of  ZiJrlch  perished  on 
that  day  of  civil  broil,  overpowered 
by  the  numbers  of  their  opponents, 
the  men  of  the  4  inner  cantons. 
Zwingli,  who,  in  accordance  with  the 
custom  of  the  time  and  country,  at- 
tended his  flock  to  the  field  of  battle, 
to  afford  them  spiritual  aid  and  con- 
solation, was  struck  down  in  the  fight, 
and  found  by  a  soldier  of  Unterwal- 
den,  who  did  not  know  him,  but  who, 
ascertaining  that  he  refused  to  call  on 
the  Virgin  and  saints,  despatched  him 
with  his  sword  as  a  dog  and  a  heretic. 


and  even  his  ashes  snlgected  to  the 

vilest  indignities  that  malice  could 
surest.  A  handsome  maiaaaent,  con- 
sisting of  a  rough  massive  block  of 
stone  by  the  road-side,  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  tree  which  marked  the 
spot  where  he  fell.    It  bears,  on  metal 

C.tes,  inscriptions  in  Gcrmaii  and 
tin.  The  Gothic  chvrch  of  KappeU 
anciently  attached  to  a  convent  sup- 
pressed soon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Beformation,  was  built  in 


The  coach-road  to  Lucerne  proceeds 
by  Eifferschwyl  to 

2i  Knonau  (Ian:  im  Schloss,  de- 
cent to  dine  at).  Next  by  Biimelti- 
ken  and 

li  St.  Wolfgang— where  agood  car- 
riage-road turns  off  on  the  left  to  Zug 
and  the  Righl  :  it  proceeds  alon|;  the 
banks  of  the  Reuss  to 

2  Gjsliker-Briicke,  Dierikon,  Ebi. 


t  of  t 


the 

!  Swiss  Guards   (p.  38), 


2|  LucERHE  (Luiem).  Ziuis .-  H. 
des  Suisses  (Schweitzer  Hot),  facing 
the  lake ;  views  from  its  windows  su- 
perb 1  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
Inns  in  Switzerland  ;  civil  people. 
Schwan ;— Balances  (Waage) — an  old- 
established  house,  good,  clean,  and 
comfortable,  and  moderate  charges, 
.S^bmans'  Pension,  overlooking  the 
lake,  close  to  the  Kapell  Briicke,  is  re- 
commended 1  the  master  obliging ; 
charge  6  fr.  a  day. 

Lucerne,  chief  town  of  the  canton, 
lies  at  the  N.W.  estremitv  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne,  and  is  divided  into  two 
parts  by  the  river  Keuss,  which  here 
issues  out  of  it.  Its  population  is 
about  S339,  all  Boman  Catholics,  ex- 
cept aboDt  1 80  Protestants.  Lucerne 
is  tha  residence  of  the  Papal  Nuncio. 

It  is  not  a  place  of  any  considerable 
trade  or  manufactures,  but  their  ab- 
sence is  more  than  compensated  by 
the  beautiful  scenery  in  which  it  is 
situated  on  the  bonders  of  the  iinest 
andmostint«resting  of  Che  Swiss  lakes, 
between  the  giants  Pilatus  and  Bighi, 
and  in  sight  of  the  snow  ' ' 
Schwytz  and  Engelberg. 


Smtxerland.  roote  16. — lttgerne.  bridges,  the  absenal. 
is  stOl  simroimded  br  a  very  pii 
resque  Qircle  of  feudoi  watch-towers, 
And  is  ^vlled  in  oo  the  land  aide  ;  but 
its  chief  peculiarity  ia  the  aumber  and 
length  of  its  bridges.  The  lowest. 
Mill-bridge^  la  hung  with  paintings 
the  Dance  of  Death  :  the  second, 
Seusisbriicke,  is  the  onlj  one  uncorered 
and  passable  for  carnages  ;  the  upper, 
or  Kapell-bricke,  runs  in  a  slanting; 
direction  acrosstbe  mouth  of  (heBeuM, 
whose  clear  and  peUncid  sea-green 
waters  maj  here  be  surveyed  to  great 
advantage,  as  thej  rush  beneathlt  with 
the  swiftness  of  a  mountain  torrent. 
Ag^nst  the  timbers  supporting  the  roof 
of  this  bridge  aresusp^ided77pic' 
those  seen  in  crosaine  from  the 
the  L  bank  represent  me  life  and  acts 
of  St.  Leger  and  St.  Maurice,  Lucerne's 
patron  saints.  The  subjects  of  those 
seen  in  the  opposite  direction  are  taken 
from  Swiss  history,  and  are  not  with- 
out some  merits,  but  being  lighted  only 
by  the  glare  reflected  upwards  from 
the  water,  are  not  eaeilj  distinguiBhed. 
Near  the  middle  of  the  Kapell^rlicke, 
rising  out  of  the  water,  stands  a  verj 
picturesqae  watch-tower,  calliid  V/ai- 
sertloiitn,  forming  a  link  of  the  feudal 
ibrtificationa  of  the  town.  It  is  said 
to  have  once  served  as  a  light-house 
(^LMcertui)  to  boats  entering  the  Keuss, 
and  hence  aome  have  derived  the  pre- 
sent name  of  Lucerne.  The  Hofbriicke, 
the  longest  of  all  the  bridges,  was  oci- 
ginaUy  1380  ft.  long,  but  has  lost  iiOO 
feet  since  1S35.  It  extends  across  the 
lake,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  shore,  to 
the  church  of  St.  Leodegar.  and  tbe 
Convent  and  Court  (Hof)  of  its  former 
abbots.  The  paintings  in  its  roof  illus- 
trate the  Scripture. 
"  Lmou  In  ever;  Iwut ;  ■  Bible  for  ill 

It  commands  a  channii^  view  of  the 
lake,  the  Alps,  the  Righi,  and  the  Fi- 
latus.  Near  the  midr^e  of  it  is  an  in- 
dex painted  on  a  board,  the  diverging 
lines  of  whiuh  point  to  the  diffurent 
mountains  and  peaks  visible  from 
hence,  each  of  which  is  named  for  the 
convenience  of  strangers.  A  consi- 
derable portion  of  groiuid  has  been 
gained  from  the  lake  cy  curtailing  this 
bridge,  and  throwing  out  a.  sort  of 


87 

quay.  The  intervening  space  between 
it  and  the  shore  has  been  partly  filled 
up,  and  the  bridge  is  about  tu  be  re- 
moved.—H.  The  Hotel  des  Snisses 
and  Swan  stand  on  this  space.  This 
is  also  the  landing-place  of  the  steam  - 

In  churches  and  other  public  build- 
ings Lucerne  has  no  very  prominent 
objects,  though  several,  which  are 
highly  pleasing  as  monuments  of  the 
progress  of  the  natiim,  and  of  its  man* 
ners  and  customs,  exist.  The  church 
of  St.  Le^f,  also  called  Hof-,  or  Stifts- 
kirche,  is  a  modem  building,  except 
the  two  lowers,  which  date  from  ISOfi. 
Tbea^joining  churchyard  is  filled  with 
quaint  old  monuments,  and  the  view 
from  the  cloister  windows  is  fine,  but 
similar  la  that  from  the  bridge. 

The  Arsenal,  near  the  gate  leading 
to  Berne,  is  one  of  those  venerable  re- 
positories common  lo  the  chief  towns 
of  oU  the  cantons,  in  which  are  depo- 
sited the  muskets,  artillery,  &c.,  for 
arming  their  contingentsof  troops.  It 
contains  some  rusty  suits  of  ancient 
armour,  and  several  historical  relics 

pennons  of  knights  and  nobles,  taken 
at  the  battle  uf  Sempach  ;  the  coat  of 
mail  stripped  from  the  body  of  Duke 
Leopold  of  Austria,  who  fell  there  : 
the  iron  cravat,  lined  with  sharp  spikes, 
destined  for  the  neck  of  Oundoldmgen, 
the  Schultbeiss  and  general  of  the  men 
of  Lnceme,  who  died  in  the  hour  of 
ctory.  A  sword  of  William  Tell, 
and  a  battle-axe  borne  by  Ubic  Zwin- 
gli,  at  the  battle  of  Kap^l  <p.  36),  are 
of  very  doubtful  authenticity  :  though 
the  malice  of  the  eoemies  of  Zwineli 
have  led  to  the  assertion  that  he 
active  part  in  the  fight,  it  Is  be- 
lieved that  he  assisted  his  countrymen 
merely  with  eithortatioDS  and  conso- 
lations of  religion.  Several  Turkish 
standards  deposited  here  were  cap- 
tured at  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  by  a 
hnight  of  Malta,  who  was  a  natjve  of 

Qeneral  I'Mer's  vunUl  (in  relief}  of 
a  part   of  Switzerland   may   interest 

past  or  future  wauderings  i  but  it  ia 
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e  nor  so  well  nude  m 
that  at  Zitrich  ;  begides  which  1  fr. 
50  o.  is  denunded  for  ■dmUrion  — ~ 
decidedly  more  (hui  it  a  worth.  The 
Gotiiic  i'ouHtamt,  which  are  to  be 
observed  in  aU  parts  of  Bwitiecland, 
are  here  of  liiigul&r  beaaty  and  ori- 
ginality. 

The  EngliA  ckireh  ttniee  is  par- 
formed  every  Sunday  at  1 1  and  6  in 
tbe  German  ProleataDt  ohuroh.  The 
clergyman  depends  mtirely  on  TOlnn- 
tary  contribationa  of  Tiiiton,  having 
noitipend. 

At  Eglin  Brothers,  in  the  Ea^ 
Straaee,  and  at  Meyer's  shop  opposite 
tbe  Foat-offlce,  books,  prints,  pano- 
nuDU,  and  maps  relatiag  to  Switier- 
land  may  be  had. 

One  of  the  most  ioloresting  of  the 
tights  of  Lucerne  is,  without  doubt, 
t^6  Momment to  ^memory  of  tite  Bviia 
Gaarda,  who  fall  while  defending  tbe 
Boyal  Family  of  France  in  the  bloody 
massacre  in  tbe  French  Bevolution, 
Aofost  10,  1793.  It  is  situated  in  the 
gaMMi  of  Qeneral  Pfyfbr,  less  than  ^ 
of  It  mile  outside  the  Weggis  gate. 
The  design  is  by  Thorwaldsen,  cxe- 
cnted  by  Ahom,  a  ecnlptor  of  Con- 
stance. It  represents  a  lion  of  colos- 
sal size,  wounded  to  death,  with  a, 
spear  stickiuf  in  his  side,  yet  endea- 
vouring in  his  last  gasp  U>  protect 
from  ii^nry  a  shield  beanoK  the  fleur- 
de-lis  of  the  Bourbons,  whi^  he  holds 
in  his  paws.  The  figure,  hewn  o 
tbe  living  sandstone  rock,  is  28  &, 
long  and  18  high,  and  whether  as  a 
tribute  to  fallen  valour,  or  ai  a  work 
of  art,  of  DO  mean  design  and  ei 
tion,  it  merits  very  great  praise.  ._  . 
Death  it  are  carved  the  names  of  the 
officers  who  fsU  in  defending  the  Tuile- 
ries,  Aug.  10  and  Sept  2  ^d  3,  1T92. 
The  loyalty  and  fldeUty  of  this  brave 
bond,  who  thus  sacrificed  their  lives 
for  their  adopted  sovereign,  almost 
make  us  forget  that  they  were  mart 
naries,  especially  standing  forward 
they  did,  as  the  protectors  of  Loi 
and  his  bmily,  at  a  moment  when  de- 
serted or  attacked  by  his  Datnral 
defenders,  his  own  sulngects.  There  is 
a  qniet  solitade  and  shade  abput  the 
■pot  which  U  paiticnlarly  plei 


and  refreshing.  The  rocks  around  | 
are  mantled  with  fern  and  creepers, 
forming  a  nataral  framework  to  tbe 
monument ;  and  a  streamlet  of  clear 
water,  trickling  down  from  the  top  of 
tbe  rock,  is  received  into  a  basin- 
shaped  hollow  below  it,  fomung  a 
mirror  in  which  the  sculpture  is  re- 
flected. Oneof  theveryfewsnrvivors 
of  the  Swiss  Guard,  dressed  in  its  red 
nnifonn,  used  to  act  as  gnaidian  of  die 
monument,  andoicerone  to  the  stranger, 
but  it  is  believed  that  the  last  of  tbe 
brave  band  is  now  dead.  The  cloth 
for  the  altar  of  the  little  chapel  ad- 
Joining  was  embroidered  expressly  for 
It  by  uie  Dnchess  d'AngooKme. 

'niere  are  many  pretty  <calkt  and 
points  of  viem  near  Lucerne;  one  of  the 
most  interesting  is  to  tbe  Lime-tree, 
onder  which  is  a  dial  pointing  to  the 
moantaina  on  the  horison  ;  another  is 
the  villa  called  Allemcinden,  perched 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  outside  the 
Weggis  gate,  tronx  which  it  may  be 
reached  m  a  walk  of  15  nunntes,  t>y  a 
path  winding  up  the  hill  oatside  the 
town  walls. 

Oibrallar — a  height  on  the  opposite 
Bide  of  tbe  Renss,  outside  the  Basle 
gate,  also  commands  a  fine  prospect. 

Mount  Sight,  so  celebrated  fir  its 
panoramic  view,  is  abont  10  iniles 
from  Lucerne,  To  teach  tbe  snitumt 
will  occupy  4^  hours,  taking  the 
steamer  to  W^^s,  in  1  hour,  and 
3^  thence  to  Ue  top,  so  that  tra- 
vellera  may  regolate  their  departore 
accordingly,  remembering  that  it  is 
of  mnch  consequence  to  arrive  at  the 
top  before  sunset.  There  are  several 
ways  to  it,  bg  Imd,  to  Kiissnacht  and 
Arth;  or  by  xcaier  to  Wegffis.  (See 
Boute  IT.)  Travellers  going  f^om 
Lucerne  by  the  St  Gothanl  and 
Orimsel  to  the  Oberlaad  of  Beme 
may  send  round  their  carriages  to 
meet  them  at  Thnn.    (See  p.  72.) 

No'ooe  should  leave  Lucerne  with- 
out exploring  the  beanties  of  its  L<Uu 
— cjled  in  German  Vierwaldstfidter 
See— the  grandest  in  Europe  in  point 
of  scenery,  particularly  the  farther 
end  of  it,  CKUed  the  bay  of  Uri;  and 
much  additional  pleasure  will  be  de- 
rived If  the  traveller  <riio  nndenrtaDdt 
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G«nBftn  wlU  Uke  Soliilkr'B  "  WU- 
belm  Tell"  M  •  pocket  compuiioD,  in 
which  admintble  poem  bo  nam  of  the 
■cenes  are  loOKliiei    (Ronte  IS.) 

Those  who  inlend  U>  traTem  the 
lake,  and  Tint  the  Bighi,  and  to  re- 
tnm  afterwanlB  to  Lucerne,  ihonld 
comtHne  the  two  expeditions,  which 
nuT  be  effected  in  two  days,  fW — 
go  by  land  to  ArCh,  or  by  water  to 
Weg^B,  deecending-  n«st  day  on  the 
oppoaite  side,  and  embarkin)^  aa  the 
l^e,  either  at  W^gii  or  BrunnRn; 
paaa  ap  the  bay  of  Uri,  and  by  TcU'b 
chapel,  retnmiag  by  water  to  Lacerae 
the  Slid  CTenin^. 


calling    at   the   int 

Farther    putionlars    respecting    it, 

and  the  hire  of  boats,  are  giren  in 

Kte.18. 

CllJ>3ENCE«  go  ticict  a-day  from 
Lnceme  to  Aanu;  Blie;  Beme,  by 
SnmmiBwald,  and  by  Entliboch;  So- 
leore;  Zng  and  Znricb;  to  St.  Gall 
by  Schwyti,  and  Utinach.  Courier  fo 
MOm  OTer  the  St  Guthard,  dails,  by 
Ueamtr  to  Fluelen  (Ute.  34). 

Jfounf  Pilate  is  sometimes  ascended 
&om  Lnceme,  but  the  joumej  ia  dif- 
ftcnlt  and  in  places  dangerous,  occu- 
pying 6}  or  7  bra.;  the  greater  pert 
must  be  performed  on  fikot,  and  the 
view  from  the  top  is  decidedly  inf^or 
to  that  from  the  Bighi  The  path  nn 
it  f^tim  Laoem^  proceeds  in  a  S.W. 
direction,  by  the  side  of  a  wild  tor- 
rent, which,  when  swollen  by  rain,  is 
rery  inj  urions  to  the  habitations  on 
its  banks  ;  and  in  the  last  century 
destroyed  many  booses  in  the  town. 
Skirting  the  base  of  the  mountain,  it 
Msses  uironrii  the  hamlets  of  Krieni, 
Obemao,  aiM  Herrgotteswald;  then, 
crossing  a  ridge  covered  with  pastar- 
aees,  descends  into  the  Alpine  valley 
of  EigenthaL  B^ond  this  the  path 
becomes  steeper,  and  ia  only  prac- 
ticable on  foot  It  t«kes  neariy  5  hrs. 
to  reach  the  ChAlets  on  the  Brttndlen 
or  BrGndlis  Alp,  the  highest  habi- 
tation, occupied  by  shepherds  only  in 
the  sommer  montlis.  The  traieUer 
may  here  obtain  shelter  fbr  the  night, 
hot  >olhing  deseniBg  the  nam*  of 


rOn^ 


naked  rock  incceeds. 
the  (hoe  of  the  precipice,  near  thia,  Is 
called  St  Draunicts  Hole,  fnmi  a 
fimcied  resemUance  in  a  sttme,  stand- 
ing near  its  month,  to  a  monk.  Hie 
cavern  was  reached,  in  1S14,  by  a 
chamois  hnnter,  Ignacina  Matt  >t  the 
risk  of  hii  life. 


the  lake,  and  7116  feet  above  the  b( 
level;  bnt  the  view  from  it  U  said  to 
be  inferior  to  that  ftvm  another  peak, 
the  Esel  (ass).  There  is  another  path 
from  the  summit  down  the  opposite 
side  of  the  mountain,  by  which  Alp- 
nach  may  be  reached  in  3  hrs. 

According  to  a  wild  tradition  of 
considerable  antiquity,  this  moontain 
derives  its  name  from  Pilate,  the 
wicked  governor  of  Judna,  who, 
having  been  banished  to  Gaul  by  Ti- 
berius, wandered  about  amoiiK  the 
mountains,  stricken  by  conscience, 
until  he  ended  his  miserable  existence 

K  throwing  himself  into  a  lake  on 
3  top  of  Sie  Rlatus.  The  moun- 
tain,  in  conseqaence,  labours  nnder  a 
very  bad  repotatioo,  From  its  posi- 
liou  as  an  outlier,  or  advanced  giiard 
of  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  it  collects  all 
the  cloads  which  float  over  the  plains 
from  the  W,  and  N. ;  and  it  is  re- 
marked that  almost  all  the  storms 
which,  burst  npon  the  lake  of  Lu- 
cerne nther  and  brew  on  its  summit 
This  ^most  perpetual  assembling  of 
cloads  was  long  attributed  by  the 
superstitious  to  the  unquiet  spirit 
still  hovering  round  the  sunken  body, 
which,  when  disturbed  by  any  in- 
truder, especially  by  the  casting  of 
stones  into  the  lake,  revenged  itself 
by  sending  storms,  and  darkness,  and 
hail  on  the  surroanding  district  So 
prevalent  was  the  belief  in  this  super- 
stition, even  down  to  times  compara- 
tively recent  that  the  government  of 
Lucerne  forbade  the  ascent  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  naturalist  Conrad 
Qessner,  in  1555,  was  obliged  to  pro- 
vide himself  with  a  special  order,  re- 
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ennble  him  to  carry  on  his  researches 
upoD  the  mounUiu. 

The  lake,  the  source  of  all  this 
terror,  turns  out,  from  recent  iniesti- 
gati<»i,  lo  be  beyond  the  Umila  of 
canton  Locente,  and  on  the  opposite 
or  the  £.  side  of  the  Tomlishom  i  so 
that  the  Town  Council  had  no  juris- 
diction oier  that  part  of  the  mountain 
which  beloi^  to  AloDacb.  It  is 
rather  a  pond  than  a  lake,  is  dried  up 
the  greater  part  of  the  jear,  and 
reduced  to  a  heap  of  snow,  which, 
being  melted  in  the  height  of  summer, 
furnishes  water  to  the  herds  upon  the 
mountain,  which  resort  to  it  to  slake 
their  thirst.    There  is  no  other  lake 


According  to  some,  the  name  Pila- 

tua  is  only  a  corruption  of  Piliatua 
(capped),  arising  from  the  cap  of 
clouds  which  rarely  quits  its  barren 
brow,  and  which  are  sometimes  seen 
rising  from  it  like  steam  from  a 
oauli&oD.  The  mountain  consists, 
from  its  base  to  its  summit,  of  num- 
mulite  limestone  and  sandstone;  the 
Mrata  incline  to  the  S.,  and  abound 


ToScliwytz^leaBues=24aEne,m. 

To  Arth,  at  the  NT  base  of  the  Kigi, 
4J  leagues  =^  13|  Eng.  m. 

There  is  a  good  carriage-road  all 
the  way  to  Schwytz,  traversed  by  a 
dil^ence  4  times  a-week. 

"nie  sAorleit  waji.from  Lucerne  to 
the  top  of  the  Eip  is  W  go  by  water 
to  Weggis,  and  there  commence  the 
ascent.  The  aleamer  between  Lucerne 
and  Fliielen  tonches  at  Wegpa  going 
and  returning,  3  or  4  times  daily.  In 
this  way  the  summit  may  be  reached 
in  4^  or  5  hrs.  from  Lucerne  by  the 
aid  of  the  sWamer.  The  best  and 
easiest  point  of  ascent,  however,  U 
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be  reached  as  fol-    1 


Adler 


Arth,  which  may  b 

lows,  returning  by  We^is. 

The  road  to  Kiisfinacht  runs  nearly 
all  the  way  in  sight  of  the  l&ke  of 
Lucerne,  and  of  the  Alps  of  Engel- 
bere  and  Beme  beyond.  On  a  head- 
land at  the  angle  of  the  ^reen  bay  of 
Eilssnacht,  stands  the  ruuied  caallg  of 
New  Hababurg,  destroyed,  1352,  by 
the  Lucemera. 

t  Kiissnacht  —  Inns  :  Schwarier 
ler  CAigle  Noir)  ;  BoBsli  (Cheval) 
—lies  at  the  bottom  of  this  bay,  at 
the  Coot  of  the  ICigi,  whose  top  may 
be  reached  from  hence  by  a  steep  path 
in  3J  hrs.  (see  p.  48).  Mules,  RUides, 
chars,  and  boats  may  be  hired  here. 

On  the  slope  of  the  Bigi,  above  the 
village,  a  ruined  wall  may  be  seen, 
which  goes  bv  the  name  of  Geaaler'i 
CaslU,  and  is  believed  to  be  the  one 
to  which  he  was  -repairing  when  shot 
by  TelL  This  cTent  occurred  In  the 
celebrated  Ilollow  Way  (Chemin  creox 
— Uohle  OasseX  throngh  which  the 
road  to  Arth  passes,  about  a  mile  out 
of  Kiisanacht  It  is  a  narrow  green 
lane,  overhung  with  trees  growing 
from  the  high  banks  on  each  side. 
Here  Tell,  alter  escaping  from  Gess* 
ler's  boat  on  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  lay 
in  wait  for  his  enemy,  and  shot  him 
as  he  passed,  from  belund  a  tree,  with 
his  unerring  arrow.  It  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  researches  into  the 
archives  of  KUssnacht  have  clearly 
proved  that  the  ruin  called  Glessler's 
Caatle  never  belonged  to  bim.  The 
"  Hollow  Way"  has  been  much  filled 
up  in  making  the  new  road.  At  the 
end  of  the  lane,  by  the  roadside, 
stands  Ttlfs  Chajiel.  By  a  singular 
anomaly  a  place  of  worship,  originally 
dedicated  to  "  The  Fourteen  Helpers 
in  Need"  (Our  Saviour,  the  Virgin, 
and  Apostles),  now  commemorates  a 
deed  of  blood,  which  tradition,  and 
its  supposed  connection  with  the 
origin  of  Swiss  liberty,  appear  to  have 
sanctified  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  eo 
that  mass  is  periodically  said  in  it, 
while  it  ia  ke^t  in  constant  repair,  and 
is  adorned  with  rude  ^scoea,  repre- 
senting G«ssler's  death  and  other  nia- 

A  little  way  past  the  chapel   the 


ffmiinerland.      boute  17. — ooldau.     fali.  of  the  rossbeeq. 


41 


lake  at  Zng  appears  in  s^ht,  and  the 
road  coDtinnes  by  ita  Diargiu  roand 
the    hem    of  the  Bigi,   through   Im- 

1}  Artb  —  Tim:  Sehwaraer  Adler 
(Black  Eagle) ;  travellers  osualiy  holt 
here  while  the  horses  are  getting 
ready  to  carry  Ihem  up  the  moiintaiii. 
Care  shonld  be  taken  to  guard  against 
vrilful  detention  on  the  part  of  the 
landlord.  H.  des  Alpes.  It  ia  a  ne- 
cessary precaution  sometimes,  when 
the  party  is  largo,  to  send  on  to 
secnre  beds  »n  the  Bigi.  Anh,  a 
village  of  2129  Inhab.,  occupies  a 
charmiug  position  on  the  lake  of  Zug, 
between  the  base  of  the  Rigi  and  the 
Bossberg,  There  is  a  Capuchin  con- 
Tent  here.  In  the  Treamry  of  the 
CAurch .  some    interesting 


of  sitver,  which  belonged  to  Charles 
the  Bold,  and  were  left  by  him  to  his 
Swissconquerors  on  the  field  of  Grand- 
son, besides  some  gaudy  priests'  robes. 
The  Rossherg,  a  dangerous  neigh- 
bour, threatens  no  danger  to  Anh, 
because  its  strata  slope  away  from  the 
Tillage.  The  Kigi  is  a  source  of  con- 
sider^le  g^n  to  Arth,  from  the  nom- 
ber  of  guides  and  mules  furuiBh«d  by 
the  Til^gera  to  tratellers  to  ascend 
the  mountain.  The  ascent  properly 
begins  at  Goldau,  about  two  miles 
fiirther  on  the  road,  since  few  persons 
are  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
shorter  but  very  difficult  and  fatigoing 
(botpath  direct  from  Arth.  Those 
who  ascend  the  Rigi  on  this  side  must 
quit  their  carriages  at  Ooldau. 


Whteli  criuhed  Ih 


On  approaching  Goldau  (/im ;  Che- 
val  Blanc;  civil  people)  the  traveller 
soon  perceives  traces  of  the  dreadful 
catastrophe  which  buried  the  original 


and  much  larger  Tillage  of  that  name, 
and  inundat^  the  valley  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  with  a  deluge  of 
stones  and  rubbish.  The  mountaiq 
which  caused  this  calamity  still  re- 
mains scarred  from  top  to  bottom  i 
nothing  grows  upon  iia  barren  sur- 
face, and  ages  must  elapse  before  the 
aspect  of  ruin  can  be  removed. 

The  Rossberg,  or  Rufiberg,  is  a 
mountain  4958  ft.  high;  the  upper 
part  of  it  consists  of  a  conglomerate 
or  pudding-stone,  formed  of  rounded 
masses  of  other  rocks  cemented  to- 
gether, and  called  by  the  Germans 
Nagelfiue,  or  NaU-rock,  from  the 
knobs  and  protuberances  which  its 
surbce  presents,  resembling  nail- 
heads,  ^m  the  nature  of  the  struc- 
ture of  this  kind  of  rock,  it  is  very 
liable  lo  become  cracked,  and  if  rain- 
water or  springs  penietrate  these  fis- 
sures they  will  not  fail  to  dissolve  or 
moisten  the  unctuous  beds  of  clay 
which  separate  the  nageUue  from  the 
strata  below  it,  and  cbuew  large  por- 
tions of  it  to  detach  themselves  irora 
the  mass.  The  strata  of  the  Rossberg 
are  tilted  up  from  the  side  of  the 
lake  of  Zug,  and  slope  down  towards 
Goldau  like  the  roof  of  a  house.  The 
slanting  direction  of  ihe  seams  which 
part  the  strata  is  well  seen  on  the 
road  from  Arth.  If,  therefore,  the 
clay  which  fills  these  seams  be  washed 
out  by  rains,  or  reduced  to  the  state 
of  a  viscous  or  slimy  mud,  it  is  evident 
that  such  portions  of  die  rock  as  have 
been  detached  from  the  rest  by  the 
fissures  above  alluded  to,  must  slip 
down,  like  the  masses  of  snow  which 
fall  from  the  roof  of  a  house  as  soon 
as  the  lower  side  is  thawed,  or  as  a 
vessel  when  launched  slides  down  the 
inchned  plane  purpoeelj;  greased  to 
hasten  its  descent.  Within  the  period 
of  human  records  destructive  land- 
slips had  repeatedly  fallen  from  lie 
KoBsberg,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
piles  of  earth,  rock,  and  stones,  which 
deform  the  face  of  the  valley,  derive 
their  origin  from  such  catastrophes 
of  ancient  date ;  but  the  most  de- 
structive of  all  appears  to  have  been 
the  last.  The  vacant  space  along  the 
top  of  the  mountain  caused  by  the 
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deaoent  «f  a  portion  of  it,  oalcnlated 
to  hare  been  a  leagne  loD?,  tOOO  ft 
broad,  and  100  ft.  t&ick,  and  a  small 
fragment  at  its  farther  eztremiCj, 
vrhich  remained  when  the  rest  broke 
oB^  are  also  rery  apparent,  and  assist 
la  telline  the  siorj.  The  long  and 
wide  inclined  plane  forming  the  side 
of  the  moaatain,  now  ploi^hed  np 
and  scarified  as  it  were,  was  prO' 
Tioosly  oorerod  with  fields,  woods, 
and  houses.  Some  of  the  bnildinn 
are  still  standing  witbin  a  tew  yarda 
of  the  precipice  which  marks  the  line 
of  the  fracture. 

The  cataatropbe  is  thns  described 
in  the  narraiire  published  at  the 
time  by  Dr.  Zay,  ot  Arth,  an  eye- 
witness;— 

"  Tile  sonuner  of  1806  had  been 
very  rainy,  and  on  the  1st  and  2nd 
September  it  rained  incessantly.  New 
ereriees  were  obaerred  in  the  flank  of 
the  mountain,  a  sort  of  cracking  noise 
was  beard  mtemally,  stones  atiuted 
Ont  of  the  ground,  defached  fragments 
of  rocks  rolled  down  the  monntain; 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
2nd  of  September,  a  large  rock  be- 
came loose,  and  in  fUiing  r^sed  a 
clood  of  black  dost  Toward  the 
lower  part  of  the  moontun,  the 
ground  seemed  pressed  down  from 
above ;  and  when  a  stick  or  a  spade 
was  driven  in,  it  moved  of  ItsetfT  A 
man,  who  bsd  been  di^ng  in  his 
garden,  ran  away  from  fright  at  these 
extraordinary  appearances ;  soon  a 
fissure,  larger  than  all  the  others,  was 
obserred ;  insensibly  it  increaised ; 
springs  of  water  ceased  all  at  once 
to  flow;  the  pine-trees  of  the  forest 
absolutely  reeled ;  birds  flew  away 
screaming.  A  few  minutes  before 
five  o'clock  the  Brmptonis  of  some 
mighty  cataslrophe  became  still 
stronger  j  the  whole  snrfaoe  of  the 
mountain  seemed  to  glide  dovm,  bnt 
so  slowly  as  to  affbm  time  to  the 
inhabitants  to  go  away.  An  old  man, 
who  had  often  predicted  some  snch 
disaster,  was  quietly  smoking  his 
pipe  when  told  by  a  young  man,  run- 
ning by,  that  the  mountain  was  in  the 
aat  of  lalliag ;  he  rose  and  looked 
ont,  but  came  into  hii  hotise  apaa. 


saying  he  had  dme  to  fill  nMtber 

Sipe.  The  young  man,  continuing  to 
y,  was  thrown  down  several  timet, 
and  escaped  with  difficulty;  looking 
bock,  be  saw  the  house  carried  off  t& 

."  AnoduT  inhabitant,  being  alannad, 
took  two  of  his  children  and  ran  ftway 
with  them,  caUing  to  his  wifb  to  fill- 
low  with  the  thud;  but  she  went  in 
(br  another,  who  still  remained  (Ma- 
rianne, f^  fire) ;  just  thon,  fran- 
cisca  Ulncb,  their  servant,  was  cross- 
ing the  room,  with  this  Mariaime, 
whom  she  held  by  the  hand,  and  saw 
bar  mistress;  at  that  instant^  as  Fimn- 
cisca  afterwords  said,  '  The  bonse  «p- 
pMtred  to  be  torn  from  its  focmdAtion 
(it  was  of  wood),  and  spun  ronnd  and 
ronnd  like  a  telotum ;  I  was  some- 
times  on  my  head,  sometimes  on  my 
feet,  in  total  dsjtness,  and  violently 
separated  from  the  chiU.'  When  the 
motion  stopped,  she  fbnnd  hersdf 
jammed  in  on  all  udes,  with  hra'  head 
downwards,  much  bruised,  and  in  ex- 
treme pain.  She  supposed  she  was 
buried  alive  at  a  great  depth ;  wilh 
much  difficnlty  she  disragoged  her 
right  hand,  uid  wiped  the  btiMd  from 
her  eyes.  Presently  ahe  heaid  tii* 
faint  moans  of  Mananne,  and  called 
to  her  by  her  name ;  tbe  child  an- 
swered Uiat  she  was  on  her  back 
among  atones  and  bushes,  which  held 
her  mat,  but  that  her  hands  were  free, 
and  that  she  saw  the  light,  and  even 
something  sreen.  She  aaked  whether 
people  wonul  not  soon  come  to  take 
them  out  Francisca  answered  that 
it  was  the  day  of  judgment,  and  that 
no  one  was  left  to  help  them;  hut  that 
they  would  be  released  by  death,  and 
be  happy  in  heaven.  They  prayed 
together.  At  last  Francisea  s  ear 
was  struck  by  the  sound  of  a  bell, 
which  she  knew  to  be  that  of  Steinea- 
berg :  then  seven  o'clock  struck  in  an- 
other village,  and  slie  began  to  hope 
there  were  still  living  beings,  and 
endeavonred  (o  comfort  the  child. 
The  poor  little  girl  was  at  first  cla- 
morous for  her  snpper,  but  her  die* 
soon  became  fainter,  and  at  last  qidte 
died  away.  Franciaca,  still  with  her 
head  dovniwards,  and  snnoondedwidi 
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dun^j  earth,  experienced  a  seaw  of 
Gold  in  ber  feet  almost  innipporUtble. 
After  prodigious  eSbrU,  she  ino- 
ceeded  m  di8«igaging  her  legi,  and 
thinks  tbu  saved  her  life.  Many 
boors  had  passed  in  this  sitaation, 
when  she  aeain  heard  the  TOioe  of 
Mmrianne,  who  had  been  asleep,  and 
now  renewed  her  lamentallcms.  In 
the  mean  lime  the  unfortunate  father, 
who,  with  much  difficnlty,  had  ssred 
himself  and  two  children,  wandered 
about  till  dayli^t,  when  he  came 
among  the  ming  to  look  for  the  rest 
of  his  famil;.  He  soon  discoTered 
his  wife,  bj  a  foot  which  appeared 
aboTe  ground ;  she  was  dead,  with  a 
child  in  her  arms.  His  cries,  and  the 
noise  he  made  in  diggii^,  were  heard 
by  Marianne,  who  called  ont.  She 
iraa  extricated  with  a  broken  thirii, 
and,  saying  that  Francises  was  not  far 
off,  a  ^^her  search  led  to  her  release 
aleo;  bnt  in  such  a  state  that  her  life 
was  despaired  of:  she  was  blind  for 
Bonte  dajB,  and  remained  snl^ect  to 
coDTubive  fits  of  terror.  It  appealed 
that  the  house,  or  themselves  at  least, 
had  been  carried  down  about  1500 
feet  f^om  where  it  stood  before. 

**  In  another  jdace,  a  child  two  jeara 
old  was  found  unhurt,  lying  on  its 
etraw  mattress  upon  the  mud,  without 
anj  Teatige  of  the  house  from  which 
he  bad  been  separated.  Such  a  mass 
of  earth  and  atones  rushed  at  once  into 
the  lake  of  Lowertz,  although  5  m. 
distant,  that  one  end  of  it  was  filled 
np,  and  a  prodigioos  wave  passing 
ccanpletelf  over  the  island  of  Schwan- 
ao,  TO  ftet  above  the  nsual  level  of 
the  water,  overwhelmed  the  opposite 
shore,  and,  as  it  retnrned,  swept  away 
into  the  lake  many  hooses  witb  their 
inhabitants.  The  village  of  Seewen, 
utnated  at  the  farther  end,  was  inun- 
dated, end  some  houses  washed  away ; 
and  the  Hood  carried  live  fish  into  the 
village  of  Steinen.  ThechapelofOlten, 
bnilt  of  wood,  was  found  half  a  leagne 
from  the  place  it  had  previousty  occD- 
pied,  and  many  larve  blocks  of  st«ne 
completely  changed  their  position. 
"  The  most  considerable  of  the  vil- 
vale  of  Arth 


l^es  overwhelmed  in  thi 
was   Goldan,  and  its   i 


lbs  whole  meUnchoIr  story 
and  place.  I  shall  relate  only  one 
more  incident : — A  party  of  eleven 
travellers  from  Berne,  belonging  to 
the  most  distinguished  families  there, 
arrived  at  Arui  on  the  2nd  of  Sep- 
tember, and  set  off  on  foot  for  Uie  Hi^ 
a  few  minutes  before  the  catastrophe. 
Seven  of  them  hod  got  about  ZOO 
yards  a-bead, — the  other  four  saw 
them  entering  the  village  of  Ooldan; 
and  one  of  the  latter.  Mr.  R.  Jenner, 
pointing  oat  to  the  rest  the  summit  of 
the  RtMsberg  (toll  4  m.  off  in  a 
straight  line),  where  some  strange 
commotion  seemed  taking  place,  which 
they  themselves  (the  nor  behind) 
were  observing  irith  a  telescope,  and 
had  entered  into  conversation  on  the 
subject  with  some  strangers  jost  come 
up ;  when,  all  at  once,  a  tfight  of 
stones,  like  cannon-balls,  traversed 
the  air  above  their  beads;  a  cbud  of 
dust  obsctired  the  valleyj  a  frightful 
noise  was  heard.  They  fled  1  Al 
soon  as  the  obscurity  was  so  &r  dissi- 
pated as  to  make  o^ecls  discernible, 
they  sought  their  friends;  but  the  vil- 
lage of  Goldaa  had  disappeaied  under 
a  heap  of  stones  and  rubbish  100  feet 
in  height,  and  the  whole  valley  pTe> 
seated  nothing  bnt  a  perfect  chaosl 
Of  the  unfortunate  survivors,  one  lost 
a  wife  to  whom  he  was  jost  married, 
one  a  s(Hi,  a  third  the  two  pupils  under 
bis  care  :  all  researches  to  discover 
their  remains  were,  and  have  ever 
since  been  fruitless.  Nothing  is  leit 
of  Ooldau  but  the  bell  which  hung  in 
its  steeple,  and  which  was  fimod 
about  a  mile  off  With  the  rocks  tor- 
rents of  mud  came  down,  acting  as 
rollers ;  bnt  they  took  a  di^rent  di- 
rection when  in  the  valley,  the  mud 
following  the  slope  of  the  ground  to- 
wards the  lake  of  Lowerti,  while  the 
rocks,  preserving  a  straight  couTse,- 

S'  tnced^  across  the  vaUey  towards  the 
gL  The  rocks  above,  moving  muek 
fester  thin  those  near  the  ground, 
went  ferther,  and  aaconded  even  a 
great  way  up  the  Rigi :  its  base  is  co- 
vered with  large  blocks  carried  to  an 
incredible  hei^t,  and  by  which  trees 
were  mowed  down,  as  they  m^ht 
have  Ijeen  by  cannon. 
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"  A  loi^  track  of  mins,  like  a  Bcarf, 
hai^  from  the  shoulder  of  the  Bobs- 
bei^,  ID  hideous  baireDuess,  over  the 
rich  dress  of  shaggy  woods  uid  green 
pastures,  and  grows  wider  and  wider 
down  to  the  lake  of  Lowertz  and  to 
the  Kigi,  a  distance  of  4  or  5  m.  Its 
greatest  breadth  may  be  3  m.,  and 
the  triangular  area  of  ruins  is  fullj 
equal  to  that  of  Paris,  taken  at  the 
exterual  bonleTards,  or  about  double 
the  real  extent  of  the  inhabited  citj. 
I  notice,  howerer,  that  the  portioQ  of 
the  strata  at  the  top  of  the  Rossberg, 
which  slid  down  into  the  valley,  is 
certainly  less  than  the  chaotic  accu- 
mulatiun  below ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  a.  considerable  part  of  it  comes 
from  the  soil  of  the  valley  itself, 
ploughed  up  and  thrown  into  ridgea 
like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  and  hncled 


I  with  a  force  not  very  infe 
that  of  a  eannon-bftlL" 

The  efiects  of  this  terrible  convul- 
sion were  the  entire  destruction  of  the 
villages  Uoldau,  BuBsingen,  and  Ro- 
then.  and  a  part  of  Lowertz ;  the  rich 
pasturages  in  the  valley  ^nd  on  the 
slope  of  the  mountain,  entirely  over- 
whelmed by  it  and  ruined,  were  esti- 
mated  to  be  worth  15O,0OOJ. ;  111 
houses,  and  more  than  200  stables 
and  ch&lets,  were  buried  under  the 
debris  of  rocks,  which  of  themselves 
form  hills  several  hundred  feet  high. 
More  than  450  human  beings  perished 
by  this  calaatrophe,  and  mu>le  herds 
<tf  cattle  were  swept  away.  Five  mi- 
Jiutes  sufficed  to  complete  the  work  of 
destruction.  The  iubabiCants  of  tlie 
IS  and  villages  were 


first    rousea-by    loud    and    { 


wards  the  spot  from  which 
and  beheld  the  valley  shrouded  in  a 
cloud  of  dust ;  when  it  had  cleared 
away,  they  found  the  face  of  nature 
changed.  The  houses  of  Goldau  were 
literally  crushed  beneath  the  weight 
nf  superincumbent  masses.  Lowertz 
was  overwhelmed  by  a  torrent  of  luud. 
The  daiwer  of  further  calamity 
from  the  fall  of  other  portJons  of  the 
mountain  is  by,  no  means  past,  even 


now.  Od  July  3rd,  1823,  a  shepherd 
boy  climbed  up  to  the  peak  of  the 
Rossberg.  called  Spitzbiihel,  to  gather 
herbs.  In  crossing  over  toward  Zug 
he  came  to  a  fissure,  which  he  leaped 
across  ;  but  on  his  return  he  found  it 
so  much  widened,  that  he  could  not 
venture  to  repeat  his  jump,  and  was 
obliged  to  make  a  circuit  to  reach 
home.  By  the  Gth  of  July  the  rent 
had  increased  to  a,  width  of  40  or  50 
feet,  and  to  the  depth  of  nearly  twice 
that  number  of  feet.  Great  appre- 
hensions were  entertained   lest    the 


Church  of  Goldau  :  however,  on  the 
11th,  after  the  crack  had  widened  to 
150  feel,  with  a  depth  of  120,  and  a 
length  of  200,  down  came  the  huge 
fr^ment ;  it  was  sliattered  to  pieces 
in  Its  Ml,  and  threw  up  the  waters  of 
the  lake  of  Lowertz  5  feet,  but  did  no 
damage. 
Those  who  desire  a  near  view  of 


in  3  hours  from  Arth. 

Arth  to  Goldau  i  le^ne. 

Arth  to  Brunuen  3}  leagues. 
Goldaa  to  Bnamea. 

At  Goldaa  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quented bridle  paths  up  the  Kigi 
strikes  off  to  the  rt.    (See  p.  47.) 

The  new  church  and  one  of  the  inns 
at  Goldau  stand  on  the  site  of  the 
villaee  overwhelmed  by  the  Rossbecg; 
its  imiabitants,  thus  destroyed  in  the 
midst  of  security,  are  said  to  have 
been  remarkable  for  the  purity  of 
and   their   personal 

'ibed  with 

._.  _ of  the   sufferers, 

and  with  particulars  of  the  Bad  event. 
The  high-road  traverse.s  the  ttdus  or 
debris,  which  extends  from  the  top  of 
the  Rossbei^  far  up  the  Rigi  on  the 
rt  It  ascends  vast  hillocks  of  rub- 
bish, calculated  to  be  30  feet  deep 
hereabouts;  but  near  the  centre  of  the 
valley  probably  200  feet,  and  winds 
among  enormous  blocks  of  stone  al- 
ready beginning  to  he  moss-grown, 
and  with  herbage  springing  op  be- 


Switzerland. 
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tween  them.  Among  tliese  ntooods 
knd  masses  of  rock  numerous  pools 
are  enclosed,  arisinir  from  Bprings 
dammed  up  bj  the  Mlea  earth. 

Iiowerti,  or  Laueri,  sCanding  on  tb« 
mat^in  of  the  lake  round  which  our 
nnid  is  carried  on  a  terraced  embank- 
mant,  lost  its  chnroh  and  sareral  of  its 
faonses  in  the  iama  catastrophe.  The 
lake  was  diminished  by  one  quarter 
in  consequence  of  the  avalanche  of 
mud  and  rubbish  which  entered  it, 
and  its  waters  were  thrown  np  in  a 
■wave  70  feet  high  to  the  opposite  bank, 
so  as  to  coTcr  the  picturesque  island, 
and  sweep  away  a  small  chapel  which 
stood  upon  it.  The  ruined  Castle  of 
Sckieaium,  still  existing  upon  it,  has 
on  historical  interest  &om  having 
been  destroyed  at  the  first  rising  ($ 
the  Bwiss  Confederalee  in  130S,  to 
avenge  an  outr^e  committed  by  the 
SeiffneuTf  in  carrjin?  off  a  damsel 
against  her  will,  and  detaining  her  in 
oonflnemeat.  "  There  is  a  wild  and 
sombre  traditioa  attained  to  this 
island,  that  'once  a  year  cries  are 
heard  to  come  from  it,  and  suddenly 
^e  ghost  of  the  tyrant  ' 
_i J  !.__  .1 ^im  g. 

tore!. 
At  first  ha  elodea 
her  swiftness ;  but  at  length  she  gains 
upon  him,  and  forces  him  into  the 
lake,  where  he  sinks  with  doleful 
struggles ;  and,  as  the  waves  close 
over  the  condemned,  the  shores  ring 
with  fearful  and  unearthly  yeUings.' 

Near  the  village  of  Lowertz  anotht 
footpath  strikes  np  the  Rjgi,  which 
shorter  than  goingronnd  by  Goldaufor 
travellers  approaching  frum  Schwytz 
or  Brunnen.  About  3  m.  above  Low- 
ertE  it  falls  into  the  path 
dan,  p.  47.  The  Sjgi  Calm  may  be 
reached  by  it  in  H  hours. 

Sewen— (/nn;  Ziun  Kreutii) — a  vil- 
lage at  the  E.  extremity  of  the  lake, 
is  resorted  to  on  account  of  its  chaly- 
beate springs.  A  direct  rood  t«  Brun- 
nen here  turns  Co  the  rt. ;  it  is  1^  m. 
shorter  than  that  by  Schwytz,  but  is 
not  goodi 

SchtBytt  —  Irms :    Hirsch,    good  f- 
RoBsli; — H6tel  Hettinger. 

Sehwyti,  «  mere  village,   thon^ 


the  chief  place  in  the  canton — "the 
heart's  core  of  Helvetia  " — from  which 
comes  the  name  Switzerland,  con- 
tuns  a  ^pnlation  of  5225  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, including  the  adjmning  scat- 
tered houses  and  villages,  which  all 
belong  to  one  parish  It  lies  pictu- 
resquely at  the  foot  of  the  very  con- 
spicaous  double-peaked  mountun, 
called  Uythen  (Mitres),  the  lofliesC  of 
whose  boms  is  5860  feet  above  the  sea; 
and  they  flank  the  summit  of  the 
Hacfcen  Pass. 

Adjoining  the  Parish  ChurrA,  a  mo- 
dem building,  finished  in  1TT4,  is  a 
smali  Gothic  chapel,  called  Kerker, 
erected,  according  to  tradition,  at  a 
''"        ben  admission  to  the  church 


Pope.  It 
was  built  in  great  haste,  half  of  it 
within  three  &ys,  and  the  mass  was 
secretly  administered  within  it. 

In  the  Ceraetery  of  the  parish  church 
Is  the  grave  of  Aloys  Keding,  the  pa- 
triotic leader  (Lsndeshauptman)  of 
the  Swiss  against  the  French  Bepub- 
Ucaos,  in  1T9S.  "  Cujus  nomen  somma 
laos,"  says  his  epitaph. 

The  Rathhaoi,  a  building  of  no  great 
antiquity  nor  beauty,  in  which  Che 
Council  of  the  canton  holds  its  sittings, 
is  decorated  with  portraits  of  43  Lan- 
dammen,  and  a  painting  representing 
the  events  of  the  early  Swiss  history. 

The  Arsenal  contains  banners  taken 
by  the  Schwytzers  at  Morgarten,  and 
others  borne  by  them  in  the  battles  of 
Laupen,  Sempacb,  Kappel,  Horat, 
&c. ;  also  a  consecrated  standard  pre- 
sented by  Fope  Julias  XL  to  the 
Schwytzers. 

The  Archit!  (record-office)  is  a  tower 
of  rough  masonry  several  stories  hi^ 
and  was  probably  once  a  csstle:  its 
walls  are  remarkably  thick,  and  be- 
neath it  are  dongeons- 

Schwytz  possesses  a  Capuchin  con- 
vent, and  a  Dominican  nunnery,  found- 
ed in  12S7. 

Diligaice  once  a  day  to  Lucerne  and 

he 
in  Europe  al 
dispute  which  the  naliv 
trict   had  with   th«  t 
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monka  of  EiDBiedeln.  Tha  holj  Fa- 
ther^ CDncealing  frum  the  Emp«ror 
the  very  exislence  of  such  a  raoe  as 
the  men  of  Svliwyti,  hwl  oblainsd 
from  him  a  grant  of  their  posBeasioiu, 
•8  naate  and  unoccupied  lands.  The 
Schwjtzers,  however,  were  able  to 
maintain  [heir  own  property  by  their 
own  iwurds,  until  at  length  the  Em- 
peror Frederick  IL  confirmed  to  them 
their  rights. 

The  name  Swiss  fSohwytier)  was 
first  given  t«  the  inhabituils  of  the 
three  forest  cantons  after  the  battle 
of  Uorgarten,  their  earliest  victory,  in 
which  the  men  of  Schwyta  had  taken 
the  lead,  and  prominently  distin- 
guished themselves  above  the  others. 

At  Ibach,  a  village  on  the  Muotta 
(through  which  the  road  to  !&nmneo 
passes),  mav  be  seen  the  place  of  as- 
lembli^  where  the  Cantons-LaDdes- 
Gemeinde— consisting  of  all  the  mala 
citizens  of  the  canton—formerly  met 
in  the  open  air  to  choose  their  magis- 
trates, from  the  Landammans  down 
to  the  lowest  officer.  Here  they  nsed 
to  deliberate  and  vote  on  the  a&irs 
of  the  state,  decide  on  peace  or  war, 
form  alliances,  or  despatch  embassies 
— a  singular  example  of  universal 
suf^iage  and  the  legislatiiHi  of  the 
les.     The  business  was  opened  by 


prayer,  and  by  the  whole  assembly 
kneelinr,  and  taking  an  oath  faithfully 
to  discharge  their  legislative  duties. 
According  to  the  Constitution  of  1833, 
Uie  QeoeruJ  Assemblies  of  the  canton 
are  now  held  at  Botheutham,  on  the 
rood  to  Einaiedeln.  At  present  the 
meeting  of  the  Circle  only  is  held 

The  road  up  the  Uuottathal — which 
opens  oat  here — ia  described  in  JUa. 
75, 

Brusnen.     (Rte,  18.) 

ASCENT   Of    THE   RIQHl. 

The  summit  of  the  Bighi  may  be 
reached  in  about  11  hours  from  Zu- 
rich and  4  or  5  from  Lucerne,  exdu- 
uve  of  Btoppaees.  Heavy  carriages 
can  approach  the  foot  of  ttie  mountain 
at  Arth  (Goldau)  and  Kussnacht;  and 
if  the  traveller  ascend  from  the  one, 
he  soAf  aend  round  hia  carriage  to 


meet  him  on  his  descent  at  llie  other 

The  Kighi,  or  Rigi  (Begma  Mon- 
tium  is  only  a  fanciful  derivtMion  of 
the  najoe),  a  mountain,  or  rather 
group  of  mount^ns,  rising  between 
the  lakes  of  Zug  and  Lucerne,  owes 
its  celebrity  less  to  its  height,  for  it  ia 
only  5700  ft.  above  the  sea,  Chan  to 
its  isolated  situation ;  separated  from 
other  mountains,  in  the  midst  c^  some 
of  the  most  beantifdl  sceoery  of 
Switzerload,  which  allows  an  unmlor- 
mptad  view  frum  it  on  all  sides,  and 
converts  it  into  a  natural  observatory, 
commanding  a  panorama  hardly  (o  be 
equalled  in  extent  and  grajideur 
among  the  Alps.  It  has  also  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  very  accessible;  no 
leas  than  3  mule-paths  lead  up  to  tbe 
summit,  so  that  it  is  duly  resorted  to 
in  summer  by  hundreds  of  traveiUers 
of  all  countries  and  ^^a,  and  of  both 
■exes.  The  upper  part  of  the  moun- 
tain is  composed,  like  the  Boaaberg, 
of  the  brecciated  rock  called  Nagd- 
Bue.  Externally,  the  entire  summit 
is  clothed  with  verdant  pastures, 
which  support  more  than  2000  bead 
of  cattle  uk  summer,  and  the  middle 
and  lower  regitm  are  girt  round  wi^     . 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  at-  i 
mosphere  at  high  elevations,  travel- 
lers should  prepare  themselves  for 
disa^jpointment,  since  the  trouble  of 
an  ascent  is  often  rejpaid  with  clouds 
and  impenetrable  mist,  instead  of  a 
fine  sunrise  and  extensive  prospecL 
He  is  wise,  therefore,  who,  in  fins 
weather,  manages  to  reach  tht  ntnmat 
htfore  tie  9un  goa  dotat — he,  at  least, 
has  two  chances  of  a  view.  It  not 
unfrequently  happens,  however,  that 
the  traveller  who  Das  commenced  the 

Lshine  and  nnder  a  clear 

ken  by  clouds  t 
*e  he  reaches  the  top. 

ffortei  and  Oaide$. 
The  3  principal  bridle-patba  to  the 
Culm,  or  top  of  Uie  Bighi,  are  those 
from  Goldau,  Eiissnacht,  and  Weggis. 
At  each  of  these  places,  as  well  as  at 
Arlh,  LowertE,  and  Brunnen,  horses, 
guidei^  and  porters  maj  be  hired  at 
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pkei  r^olated  by  tariff  fixed  by  the 
goTsmniBnt  of  the  canton,  which  is 
uwayi  liDDg  np  in  the  lima. 

Iha  iMuIdkiros/Df'  a  Aorwis  10  fr. 
tn  the  lop  (inclading  toll  far  road),  and 
t  lo  nturn  next  da;  by  the  game  road; 
I^  bj  a  difisrent  road  On  the  opposite 
nde  of  the  mouDtain,  with  a  drink- 
maej  of  5  or  6  batz  to  the  boj  wlio 
btda  the  horsoK.  A  porter,  to  oarr; 
biggige,6&. aadStoretnn).  Ahorse 
■■;  M  hired  for  6  fr.  up  to  the  con- 
Nst  of  Uaria  mm  Schnee,  beh>w  which 
ii  tha  steepest  part  of  the  ascent. 
Cinwi  i  perimr  may  be  procured 
fin  lidias  who  do  not  I'lr"  M  ride  or 
*tlk,  and  each  bearer  receifes  9£r. 
*f  Bad  down.  Id  the  height  of  sum- 
Mr,  when  the  cratconrse  itf  risitors  is 
■BsitBie,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  send  a 
Isd  m  the  mountain  to  seciire  beds  at 
the  Bj^-ciilm  inn,  from  the  place 
Wasie  yon  hire  your  horaes;  and 
while  jnm  are  stiU  oae-third  of  (he 
■■T  &ain  the  top  he  will  meet  yon 
(B  hit  deecmt,  and  tell  you  the  num- 
W  of  the  room  he  has  secured  fbr 
JM.  The  pedestrian,  unlesB  he  desire 
to  be  relieved  of  hie  baggage,  has 
ttaij  any  need  of  a  gude,  as  the 
pulu  ue  most  distinotly  marked,  and 
sn  tuTersed  by  so  many  persons 
Iku  he  can  scarcely  miss  his  way. 
Te  liam  who  ride  on  horseback,  the 
MS  who  leads  the  horse  will  serie 
Mgmde. 

iteett  fmm  Qaldau,  34  hr*,;  de- 
"«DI  2^  TraTellers  Dsaally  make 
Anh  (p.  11)  their  atartiog-pUce  (^  of 
M  him  &rther  off)i  but  the  ascent 
ot  the  monntain  begina  at  Qoldau. 
^.CheralBUno.)  This  is,  indeed, 
tss  be«t  ude  to  sscend  fivm,  because 
Ike  pa^  mna  ahmg  a  deep  gnUy, 
■  the  interior  of  the  mountain,  the 
•lea  of  which  protect  the  traTeller 
wa  the  afternoon  anu,  and  shut  ont 
■U  Tisw  mitil  the  summit  is  reached, 
^>eK  it  bursts  at  once  upoQ  the 
^t:  the  other  paths  wind  round 
Ihe  ezuriDr  of  the  monntajn. 

At  Ootdan  a  loU  <rf  5  bata,  w.  75 
**&»ei,  is  paid  for  each  borae,  and 
R°*a  lo  keep  the  path  in  repair.  The 
jMh  Bbikcs  at  once  &om  the  inn  of  the 
Chml  Bkac  np  the  aide  of  the  nMOD- 


it  first  across  fields  strewn  with 


blocks  from  the  Kossbers-,  whicli,  by 
the  farce  acquired  in  their  descent 
down  one  side  of  the  »»lley,  were 
actually    carried     up    the    opposit* 

New  a  small  public  house,  called 
TJnter  Dachli,  where  the  guides 
nanaUy  stop  to  gi«e  brattli  to  their 

theraselTes,  the  path  is  Tery  steep 
indeed,  carried  up  a  rode  staircaae 
formed  of  trunks  of  trees  fastened 
between  the  rocks. 

This  is  a  good  point  tar  anrveying 
the  &U  of  the  Boisberg  and  the  rsJe 
of  the  Ooldan  below,  moaiiung  in 
ruin  and  deguladon.  The  long  train 
of  rubbish  thrown  down  by  that  con- 
TulnoQ  is  seen  stretching  aerusa  to 
the  lake  of  Lowerti,  which  it  partly 


.    ,       .   *6)-    A  s 
ath  from  Arth  falls  into  o 


filled  up  (see  p. 

Cth  from  Arth 
re.  Here  begii 
aeries  of  13  little  chapels,  each  with  a 
painldng  representing  an  event  in  oar 
Lord  B  pBssioa,  which  lead  up  to  the 
pilgrimage  church  of  Mary-of-lhe- 
Snow.  The  steepest  part  of  the  road 
is  orer  at  the  4tb  station.  At  the 
chapel  of  Halohus,  oonlaining  the 
BesjiDg  of  the  Cross,  the  path  tnm 
Lowerts  falls  into  our  route. 

Notrt  I>ame  dM  Stigts,  or  Maria 
zirni  Schnee,  is  a  little  church  much 
frequenled  by  pilgrinu,  eapeeially  on 
the  5th  of  Almost,  on  account  of  the 
indulgences  granted  by  the  Pope  at 
the  end  of  the  ITth  century  to  ail  who 
make  this  taous  journey.  A<ljoining 
it  is  a  small  huspioe,  or  convent,  inha- 
bited all  the  year  by  3  or  4  Capochin 
broth^^  who  do  the  duty  of  the 
oliurch,  bong  deputed  by  the  frater- 
nity at  Arth  on  this  aervice.  The 
ehurch  is  snrronnded  by  a  group  of 
inns,  tlie  best  of  which  (the  Scbwerdt 
and  Sonne)  are  tometimes  resorted  to 
by  invalids,  who  repair  hlAer  to  drink 
goat's  wher,  and  might  even  afford  a 
huDelf  hM^;ing  to  traveUers  benighted 
or  und>le  to  find  room  iathe  two  inns 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain :  the  others 
are  public-houses,  chiefly  occupied  by 
pilgrims.  Half  an  hour's  walking, 
up  gently-sloping   meadows,   brings 
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Ihe  tmeller  to  the  inn  called  Bigi- 


Atceat  frora  Siiasnacht—^  hn.  to 
monnt;  2^  to  descend.  A  mule-path, 
as  loD^  as  that  from  Goldau,  and 
more  steep.  A  toll  of  10  batzen  is 
ptdd  on  this  road.  By  a  detour  of  4 
an  hour,  TeU'g  Chapel  (see  p.  40) 
may  be  Tisited  in  going  or  returning. 
Leaving  Kiiasnacht  uid  pasuiw  on 
the  L  £e  mins  of  Geasler's  Cattle  (p. 
40),  it  is  carried  in  ligzaga  up  the 
st^pest  part  of  (he  monntajn,  throi^h 
forests,  and  across  the  pastures  called 
Seeboden,  The  lake  of  Lnceme  is 
in  sight  almost  the  whole  way.  The 
path  emerges  on  the  brow  of  the  bill 
m  front  ofthe  Stafiel  inn. 


little  I^ge  at  the  foot  of  the  Bigi,  oS 
the  lake  of  the  Four  Cantons,  is  the 
spot  where  those  who  approach  the 
Bigi  by  wat«r,  land.  It  aupp<»U 
more  than  40  horses,  and  goiaes  in 
corresponding  numbers.  Hie  steamer 
to  and  from  Lucerne  touches  here 
4  tiroes  daily.  A  bad  path,  winding 
round  the  foot  of  the  Bigi,  connects 
Weggis  with  Kiissnacht;  but  the  chief 
communication  is  carried  on  by  water. 
The  mule-path  up  the  Kigi  from 
Weggis  is  less  steep  and  a  little 
shorter  than  the  two  preceding;  3J 
hrs.  up;  2 J  down.  It  winds  along 
the  outside  of  the  mountain,  in  con- 
stant view  «f  the  lake,  passing,  first, 
the  little  chapel  of  Beiligenkreula 
(Holy  Cross),  and  theu  stretehing  up 
to  a  singolar  natural  arch  (culed 
Hochstein,  or  Felsentbor),  formed  by 
2  vast  detached  blacks  of  n^elflne 
(pndding-stone),  holding  suspended  a 
third,  h«neath  which  t^e  path  is  car- 
ried. These  broken  fragments  serve 
to  illnstrale  the  tendency  which,  this 
rock  has  to  cleave  and  split,  and  to 
this  cause  may  be  attributed  a  singu- 
lar torrent  of  mud,  which,  in  the  year 
IT95,  descended  from  the  flank  of  the 
Bigi  upon  the  village  of  We^is,  de- 
stroying SO  houses  and  bu^ine  nearly 
60  acres  of  good  land.  It  advanced 
slowly,  Lke  a  lavannirrent,  taking  a 
fbrlni^t  to  reach  the  lalM,  so  that 


the  inhabitants  had  time  to  remove 
out  of  its  way.  It  is  supposed  to 
have  been  produced  by  springs,  or 
raia-water,  percolating  the  cracks  of 
the  uagelflue,  and  convertinK  the 
layer  of  clay,  which  separates  it  from 
the  beds  b^ealh  it,  into  soft  mud. 
Had  there  been  anj  great  fracture  in 
the  nagelflue,  it  is  probable  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  mountain  would 
have  given  way  and  shpped  down 
into  the  lake,  since  the  strata  of  the 
Rigi  slope  at  a  very  steep  anrie. 
Had  this  been  the  case,  a  catastrophe, 
similar  to  that  of  the  Rossberg,  might 
have  ensued.  As  it  was,  the  softened 
clay  was  squeeied  out  by  the  weight 
of  the  superincumbent  mass  of  the 
mountain,  and  formed  (his  deluge  of 
mud,  traces  of  which  are  still  visible 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain. 

About  i  an  hour's  walk  above  the 
arch  lies  the  Oold  Bath  (kaltea  bad), 
where  a  source  of  very  pure  cold 
water,  issuing  out  of  tha  rock,  sup- 
plies a  small  bathing  est^lishment, 
(Douche  is  very  efBcactoua) 

A  new  An,  of  wood,  has  been  cm' 
stmcled  here,  contwaiug  26  bed- 
rooms and  6  baths.  It  was  once  the 
custom  for  patients  to  lie  down  in  the 
bath  wilh  their  clothes  on,  and  after- 
wards to  walk  about  in  ^e  sun  until 
they  dried  on  the  back;  but  this 
method  is  no  longer  regarded  as 
essential  to  efiect  a  cure.  Close  to 
the  cold-bath  is  a  little  chapel,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin,  to  which  pil- 
grims repaiTf  and  in  which  mass  is 
for  the  shepherds    on  the 


"%. 


.  le  spring  is  called  the  Sisters' 
/buitdtn,  Irom  a  tradition  that  3  fair 
sisters  sought  refuge  here  from  the 
pursuit  of  a  wick^  and  tyrannical 
Austrian  bailiff  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  amidst  the 
clefts  of  the  rocks  in  the  exercise  of 
piety. 

Summit  of  the  Eigi. 
All  the  principal  paths,  except  the 
short  cuts  from  Arth  and  Goldau, 
coDvei^  and  unite  in  front  of  the 
Stagtlhao),  a  humble  inn,  into  which 
travellers  are  sometimes  inveifled  by 
a  statement  that  the  iim  on  ^  CSibi 


Sv&zerland. 
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is  fiiJL  Let  them  beware  ere  they 
trust  duch  assertions.  Itisj  an  hours 
walk  below  the  Culm,  and  it  is  a  bod 
plan  to  stop  short  of  ic,  aiuce  those  who 
T«at  here  must  get  up  half  an  hour 
earlier  next  moraing  if  they  wish  to 
calcb  the  sunrise  from  the  top. 

The  CWm,  or  culminating  point  of  the 
Bigi,  \b  an  irregular  space  of  ground 
of  some  extent,  destitute  of  trees,  but 
covered  with  turf  On  the  top  stands 
the  Irta,  a  large  building  of  wood,  afinrd- 
ing  good  accommodatloD,  considering 
the  height,  which  exceeds  that  of  the 
most  elerated  mountBiD in  Britain,  :>6T6 
ft.  above  the  sea  leveL  Charga .-  tea  or 
breakfast,  1^  F.  h. ;  supper  (at  S  p.m.> 
with  wine,  3  fr.  i  bed-room,  i  fr. ;  ser- 
yanCs,  I  fr.  Travellers  should  bring  all 
their  cloaks  with  them,  as  the  ciud  is 
often  intense,  and  the  thermometer  at 
times  varies  as  much  as  20"  H^aomur 
within  the  24  hours.  The  house  is 
wanned  with  stores  even  in  summer. 
Thft  following  notice,  relative  to  the 
counterpanes,  is  hung  up  in  ererj 
TWym: — "On  aractit  MM.  les  Stran- 
gers que  cenx  qui  prennent  lea  cou- 
verlures  de  lit  pour  sortir  an  sommet 
paieront  dix  tratzi"  a  threat  which 
seems  more  likely  to  suggest  than 
wevent  the  commission  of  so  com- 
fortable an  offence. 

I>uring  the  height  of  summer, 
when  travellers  are  most  numerous, 
the  Culm  inn  is  crammed  to  over- 
flowing everj  evening;  numbers  are 
turned  away  from  the  doors,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  procure  beds,  food,  or 
even  attention.  The  house  presents 
a  scene  of  the  utmost  confusion,  ser- 
vant maids  hurryii^  in  one  direction, 
couriers  and  guides  in  another,  while 
gentlemen  with  poles  and  knapsacks 
block  up  tbepaBsageB.  Most  of  the 
languages  of  Europe,  muttered  usually 
in  terms  of  abuse  or  complaint,  and 
the  all-pervading  fumes  of  tobacco, 
enter  largely  as  ingredients  into  tbU 
Babel  of  sounds  and  smells.  In  the 
evening  the  guests  are  collected  at  a 
table-<Phote  supper;  after  which  most 
persons  are  gfiid  to  repair  to  rest. 
It  takes  some  time,  however,  before 
the  hnbbnb  of  voices  and  the  tramp- 
ling of  f^t  subside;  and,  not  vnbi- 
[Btrits.] 


qoently,  a  few  roystering  German 
students  prolong  Ibeir  potations  and 
noise  far  into  the  night.  The  beds, 
besides,  are  not  very  inviting  to 
repose;  but  whether  the  inmate  hav« 
slept  or  not,  he,  tc^ther  with  the 
whole  household,  is  roused  about  an 
hour  before  sunrise  by  dte  grating 
sounds  of  a  long  wooden  horn,  which 
is  played  until  every  pi«icle  of  sleep 
is  dispelled  from  the  household.  Then 
commences  a  general  stir  and  com- 
motion, and  everybody  hastens  oat 
with  shivering  limbs  and  half-open 
eyes  to  gase  at  the  glorious  prospect 
of  a  sunrise  from  the  lUgi.  Fortu- 
nate are  they  for  whom  the  view  is 
not  marred  by  clouds  and  rain,  a 
very  common  occnrrence,  as  the  leaves 
of  the  Album  kept  in  the  ion  will 
lestifj.  Indeed  the  following  verses 
describe  the  fate  of  a  large  majority 
of  those  who  make  this  expeditions- 
Nine  vttij  uphill  mllet  wt  iped, 
Sulkv  ud  JS  "ho  nmt'io  bed, 

Seven  i^eeplailuHin  wa  u^.  ud  lhaa 

The  riling  iDD  to  t— - 
Hiilkv.ndjrim-er 

Long  before  dawn  an  assemblage  of 
between  200  and  BOO  persons  is  often 
collected  on  the  Bigi  Culm,  awaiting 
the  sunrise,  to  enjoy  this  magniflcent 
prospect.  A  glare  of  light  in  the  B,, 
which  graduafly  dims  the  flickering  of 
the  stars,  is  the  first  token  of  the 
morning ;  it  soon  becomes  a  streak  of 
^old  along  the  horizon,  and  is  reflected 
in  a  ^e  pink  tint  upon  the  snows  of 
the  Bernese  Alps.  Summit  after 
summit  slowly  catches  the  same  golden 
hue;  the  dark  space  between  the 
horizon  and  the  liigi  is  next  illumi- 
nated ;  forests,  lakes,  hills,  rivers,  towns 
and  villages,  gradually  become  re- 
vealed, but  look  cold  and  indistinct 
until  the  red  orb  surmounts  the  moun- 
tain top,  and  darts  bis  beams  across 
the  landscape.  The  shadows  are  then 
rolled  back,  as  it  were,  and  in  a  few 
moments  the  whole  scene  around  is 
glowing  in  sunshine.  The  view  is 
best  seen  during  the  quarter  of  an 
hour  preceding  and  following  the 
first    ai^>earance   of   the   sun;   afl^ 


»«^ni 
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s  begin  to  cnrl  ivp,  and 
'  rtBofilfromlhe  eve. 
The  most  Mrilting  feature  in  thia 
wonderful  panorwoa,  which  is  s«id  to 
eitend  over  a  oironinferenoe  of  SOO 
m.,  is  undoubtedly  the  lakes  of  Ln- 
ceme  and  Zng;  the  branching  uema 
of  the  fortnar  extend  in  so  many  difffe- 


flrst,  B 


and  both  lave  the  base  of  the 
ajn  BO  cloBely  that  the  spectalOT 
might  fancy  himself  soBpended  in  the 
air  above  mem,  aa  in  &  balloon,  and 
think,  by  one  atep  from  the  brow  of 
the  precipice,  to  plunge  into  them. 
The  peculiar  greenish  Sue  tint  which 
sheets  of  water  assume  when  seen  from 
a  height  has  aUo  something  exceed- 
ingly beautifaL  It  ii  stud  that  11 
other  lakes  may  be  seen  from  the 
Rigi,  but  they  are  so  small  and  distant 
as  to  "look  like  pools;  some  almost 
like  water  spilt  upon  the  earth." 

OatheJ/'.  side  the  eye  looks  down 
into  the  lake  of  Zug,  and  the  sCreeta 
of  Arth;  at  the  end  of  the  lake  the 
town  of  Zug,  and  behind  it  die  spire 
of  the  Ch.  of  Kappel,  where  Zwingli, 
the  Heformer,  fell  in  battle.  This  is 
backed  by  the  chain  of  the  Albls,  and 
through  gaps  in  its  ridge  may  be  dis- 
cerned a  few  of  the  houses  of  the  to — 
of  Ziirich,  and  two  little  bits  of 
lake.  Over  the  L  shoulder  of  the 
BossberK  a  peep  is  obtuned  into  the 
lake  of  Bgeri,  on  whose  shores  the 
Swiss  gained  the  victory  of  Morgarten. 
The  K.  horizon  is  boimded  by  the 
range  of  the  Black  Forest  hiUs. 

'nie  prospect  on  the  W.'a  mere  open 
and  map-like,  and  therefore  less  inte- 
resting. Close  under  the  Kgi  ^'' 
Tell'a  chapel,  on  the  spot  where 
shot  Oessler,  and  tlie  viUoge  and  bay 
of  Kijeanscht,  Farther  oB,  nearly  the 
whole  canton  of  Lncarae  expands  " 

Tiew;^tlie  Beuss  winding  throu^  ti 

midst  of  it.  Above  Uie  Seusa  is  the 
lake  of  8enipsch,  the  scene  of  another 
triumph  of  Swiss  valour.  Lucerne, 
with  its  coronet  of  towers,  is  distinetly 
seen  at  the  W.  end  of  the  lake,  and  on 
the  L  of  it  rises  the  gloomy  Filatus, 
entting  the  aky  with  its  serrated  ridge. 
The  remaind^  of  the  W.  hOTiirai  is 
'  oooDpi»d  by  the  chain  of  the  Jar^ 


OntheB.  the  mass  of  the  Bip  fbnns 
the  foreground,  and  touching  the 
msite  mountains  of  Unterwaldeo, 
ly  allows  here  and  there  a  small 
rtion  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  be 
in.    On  this  side  the  objects  visiUe 

lakes  of  Alpnach  and  Somen,  buried 
in  woods,  by  the  ude  of  which  nm* 
the  road  to  the  Briinig ;  the  monntaiiw 
called  StanMr  and  BuochserbM^,  and 
behind  tbem  the  magnificent  white 
chain  of  the  high  Alps  of  Berne,  Un- 
terwalden,  and  Uri,  m  one  UT^tR<akefl 
ridge  of  peaks  and  glaciers,  indndiBg 
the  Jungfrau,  Eiger,  FinstOT  Aai^ 
horn,  the  Titlis  (the  highest  peak  in 
Unlerwalden),  the  Engelberger  Both' 
stock,  and  the  Bristenstock,  betweoi 
which  and  the  Seelisberg  rnna  &e 
road  of  St  Qothard. 

On  the  !■'.  the  Alpine  diain  omtinnes 
stretch  uninlerruptedly  along  the 
horiBon,  and  includes  the  pre-eminent 
peeks  of  the  I>6di,  on  the  borders  of 
the  Orisons,  of  the  Gliimisch,  in  can- 
ton Glarus,  and  of  the  Sentis,  in  Ap* 
penielL  In  the  middle  distance,  above 
the  lake  of  Lauerti,  lies  the  town  ot 
Schwjti,  the  cradle  of  Bwiss  freedtMO, 
backed  by  the  two  nngnlar  dierp 
peaks  called,  from  their  shape,  the 
Mitres  (Mythcn).  Above  tb^  pern 
thesnowy  peak  of  the  Glamisi^;  and 
to  the  tL  of  them  is  the  opening  of 
the  Mnotta  Thai,  famous  for  the 
bloody  eonflieta  between  Snwarrow 
and  MasBCOa,  where  armies  monoea  vred 
and  fought  on  spots  which  before  the 
shepherd  and  chamois  hunter  scaroelj 
dared  to  tread.  Farther  to  the  1.  rises 
the  mass  of  tiieBosHherg,^tbe  nearest 
mountain  neighbom  of  the  JRJgi.  Hie 
whole  scene  of  desolatioTi  caused  by 
Its  &11  (see  p.  41);  the  chasm  on  tile 

of  the  terrific  avalanche  of  stones,  di- 
verging and  spreading  in  their  descent ; 
the  lake  of  Lowerti;,  jisrtly  tilled  np 
by  it,  and  the  pools  and  paddles  caaaed 
in  the  valley  by  the  stoppage  of  the 
watercourses,  are  at  once  displayed 
in  a  bird's-eye  view. 

The  very  distant  snowy  peak  seen 
above  ttie  top  of  the  Rossberg  is  Ike 


Smtzeriand, 
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TKe  Spectre  of  tiie  Sigi  it  an  KtmoB- 
pberic  pbenomenon  not  DiifreqDeatl]i 
obaerred  on  the  tops  of  high  moun- 
Mina.  It  occurs  when  the  cloodj 
Tftponni  happen  torise  pen>eDdicBlu'l  j 
from  the  vaUe;  beneath  the  mountain, 
on  the  Bide  opposite  Ui  the  Bun,  with- 
out enieloping  the  auinmit  of  the  Bi|;i 
itself.  IToder  these  circumatuKes  the 
shadows  of  the  Rigi  Cuhn  and  of  >n^ 
person  standing  on  tlie  top  are  cast 
upon  the  wall  of  mist  in  greatlj  magni- 
fied proportions.  Tlie  shadow  is  encir- 
cled  Dy  a-  halo^  assuming  the  prisnutlic 
colours  of  the  rainbow,  and  Ihissome- 
times  doubled  when  the  mist  is  thick. 

Two  melancholy  accidents  have 
txMMiTTed  on  the  top  of  the  Kigiz^in 
1620,  a  Eoide  who  had  attended  an 
Ensliah  bmily,  was  struclc  dead  by 
IJfnUung  as  he  stood  watching  the 
cloDds:  in  1826,  a  Prussian  officer, 
who  had  reached  the  summit,  accom- 
panied b^  his  wife  and  childreu,  fell 
m>in  a  very  dangerous  seat  which  he 
had  selected  on  the  brow  of  »  preci- 
pice (the  only  spot  where  the  Bununit 
IS  really  a  precipice),  and  was  dashed 
to  pieces  at  the  bottom.  According 
to  another  acconnt,  the  miserable 
man  threw  hims^  off,  baling  piw- 
vionsly  announced  his  intention  of 
GMunuttii^  suicide  to  his  wife,  who 
summoned  the  guide  to  arrest  bim, 
but,  after  a  serare  stru»;le,  her  bus- 
band  got  krase,  and  efiect^his  purpose. 
The  tteamer  from  X>ucenie  to  Fl&elm 
calls  twice  erery  day  at  Weggis,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Bi§[i,  for  passengers  going 
Bod  returning. 


"ThatHKnaiilu^i'llhininiuBangtliehll 

Bailt  Xfj  tbv  giant-nee  beliirA  tbe  doAd ; 
Whve  not  A  ROM  or  dvpd  bot  luflplrfi* 
BdIj  dellElit,  lifting  our  Ihaagha  to  Ond 
Pian  Ood-like  men  .  .  . 
Thu  la  thft  dnert  Hind  tbe  andi  of  ItA, 
*" U  npablkm  (h«rt, 


nidi 


le  time  bsUowed  ftHmtslui    ] 


rt¥ep  vlth  norda  df  dia  pat, 

idta  lo  1i«ro  wonhlp.'  JL^frj. 

The  length  of  the  take  between 
Lnceme  and  Fluelen  i  s  about  T  J  leagues 
=23  Eng.  m. 

A  StiHanef  plies  between  Loeeme 
and  Fluelen,  perforroing  its  dally 
coarse  &om  15(h  June  to  15th  Oct., 
as  follows: — It  leaves  Lnceme  for 
Fliielen,  b  A.k.  and  3  p.ir.,  in  3  hoara; 
Fluelen  for  Lucerne,  8  A.M.  andSJp.H. 
Jbro.-^lat  place,3  fr.  20  rap.;  2nd 
place,  I  tt.  60  rap.;  a  carriage  with 
4  wheels,  20  fr. ;  embarking  or  landing 
it,  I  fr.  *0  rap.;  horses,  2  fr.  50  rap. 
The  boat  caUs  off  Weggis,  Beckenried, 
Genan,  and  Brunnen,  on  its  passage 


steamer   was    launched.      The 


Much  has  been  said  of  the  dangers 
of  tiie  lake  of  Lucerne,  arising  from 
storms  1  that  it  ia  anbject  to  sudden 
and  lempestnoiu  winds  admits  of  no 
doubt ;  but  the  boatmen  can  always 
foresee  tbe  approach  of  a  storm,  and 
are  rery  careful  not  to  suMect  them- 
selves to  any  risk.  The  clomsy  flat- 
bottomed  boats,  indeed,  haie  an  imsafe 
look,  mid,  in  windy  weather,  heaie 
and  roll  about  lininoderately  ;  vet  in- 
stances of  accidents  are  hardly  known 
— ettber  tbe  boatmen  win  not  stir  out 
in  bod  weather,  or  pat  into  shore  on 
the  alighleat  appearance  of  danger. 
Those  who  trust  themselTes  on  the 
lake  in  boats  should  implicitly  follow 
the  advice  of  (he  boatmen,  and  not 
urge  them  to  VMitnre  when  disinclined. 

The  Kinds  on  the  lake  are  singularly 
capricious  and  rariable,  blowing  at  tbe 
same  time  from  opposite  quarters  Ot 
the  compass  in  ditferent  paits  of  it, 
so  that  the  boatmen  say  that  there  la 
a  new  wind  behind  every  promontory. 
He  most  violent  is  tbe  south  wind,  or 
Fohn,  which  often  rushes  so  farioiigl; 
down  tbe  bay  of  Uri  as  to  prevent  dm 
pn^ress  of  any  row-boat,  and  renders 
It  doubtftil  whether  even  a  steamer  will 
b*abUtobceU.  Dniii^fiDeweMlMi', 
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in  summer,  the  Dorth  nind  blows 
along  the  baj  of  Uri  from  ten  to  three 
or  four,  Kfter  which  it  dies  awi^,  and 
is  sDcceeded  bv  the  Fohn,  blowing 
itom  the  S.  The  boatmen,  in  coming 
from  Laceme,  endeBTOdr  to  reach 
Fluelen  before  the  wind  turns.  The 
only  resource,  when  ■  storm  arises,  ia 
to  run  before  the  wind. 

The  Lake  of  Laceme,  or  of  the  Four 
Forest  Cantons  (Vier-WaldfllSdter- 
See),  so  caUed  fh>m  the  cantons  of 
Uri,  Unterwalden,  Schwytz,  and  La- 
ceme, which  eiclusiTelj  form  its 
shores,  ia  diatinguiBbed  aboTt 


grandeur  of  its  scenery.  It  is  hardly 
leas  intcrasting  from  the  historical 
recollectionB  connected  with  it.  1(8 
shores  are  b  classic  region— the  sanc- 
tuary of  liberty  ;  on  them  took  jdace 
thoae  memorable  events  which  gaTe 
freedom  to  Switzerland  —  here  the 
first  Confederacy  waa  formed ;  and, 
above  all,  its  bidders  were  the  scene 
ot  the  heroic  deeda  and  signal  ven- 
geance of  WiLLiiii  Tell,  on  which 
account  they  are  sometimes  called 
Toll's  Conntry. 

The  lake  lies  at  a  height  of  1406  ft. 
above  the  sea-level ;  it  is  of  very  ir- 
regular shape, 


extremitv,  the  form  of  a  cross.  Its 
various  bays,  branching  in  different 
directions,  are  oaoh  named  after  the 
chief  town  or  village  situated  on 
them  ;  thus  the  W.  branch  ia  properly 
the  lake  of  Lucerne  ;  then  come  the 
baya  of  Alpnach  on  the  S.,  Kiissoacht 
on  the  N.,  Buochs,  stretching  E.  and 
W.  i  and  lastly,  the  bay  of  Uri,  run- 
ning N.  and  S.,  entirely  enclosed 
within  the  mountaiins  of  that  canton. 

Quitting  Lucerne,  and  passing  the 
long  Hof  Brilche,  ^e  sCeamlwat  will 
Boou  arrive  abreast  of  a  promontory 
on  the  L.  called  Me^genhom,  close 
off  which  lies  a  small  island,  the  only 
one  in  the  lake.  A  Frenchman,  the 
dbbf  Reyned,  took  npon  himself  to 
ruse  upon  it  a  monument  to  the 
founder  of  Swiss  liberty  ;  it  consisted 
of  a  wooden  obelisk,  painted  to  look 
like  granite,  with  Tell's  apple  and 
(irrow  an  the  top  I    This  gingerbread 


far  the  shores  of  the  lake  are  undu- 
lating hills,  clothed  with  verdure,  and 
dott^  witli  honses  and  villas — a  smil. 
ing  scene  to  which  the  dark  ridge 
of  Pilatus  adds  a  solitary  feature  of 
grandeur.     After  doubling  the   cape 


is  seen  to  great  advantage  —  clouds 
and  darkness  almost  invariably  rest 
upon  his  head,  and  his  serrated  rides 
and  gloomy  sides  have  a  sullen  airut 
the  midst  of  the  sunny  and  cheerful 
landscape  aronnd.  The  superatitioDS 
connected  with  this  moan  tain  tu^ 
mentioned  at  p.  39.  It  is  the  weather- 
glasa  of  the  boatmen  and  shepherds, 
and,  according  to  the  common  saying, 

(WiDii  niitoi  tT^  teln  Hut 

Dunn  wirdaMWatler  pit) 
it  is  a  bad  sign  when  Klate  is  free 
from  cloud,  or  doffs  his  hat  in  the 
morning  i  hot  when  (he  clouds  rest 
steadily  on  his  forehead  till  late  in 
the   afternoon,   feir  weather    may  be 

Looking  up  the  bay  of  KiiasDacht 
the  ruined  castle  of  Neu  Habsbarg  is 
seen  on  the  L  perched  on  a  cliff  ;  and, 
at  the  further  extremity  of  the  villafe 
of  Kiissnacht,  a  fort  belonging  totSe 
counts  of  that  name.  The  colossal 
mass  of  the  Bigi  occupies  the  other 
side  of  the  bay.  Its  sides  are  girt 
with  forests,  below  which  runs  a 
fringe  of  fields  and  gardens,  dotted 
with  cottages  ;  while,  above,  it  is 
clothed  to  its  very  summit  with  ver- 
dant pastures,  feeding  a  Kuadrted 
flocks; — an  agreeable  contrast  to  his 
ncighlKHir  Pilate. 

Af[*r  weathering  the  promontory 
of  Tanzeoburg,  a  spur  or  buttreas  de- 
scending from  the  Bigi,  the  village  of 
Weggis  appears  in  sight :  it  is  tho 
nsnal  port  of  disembarkation  for  those 
who  ascend  the  Kigi  from  the  water 
C»ea  p.  48),  and  may  be  reached  in 
about  an  lionr  from  Lucerne.  Tlio 
high  precipices  opposite  Weggia  be- 
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of  690  lbs.  of  pfennings,  scrape^  to- 
gether after  10  years  of  hard  toil,  to 
satisfj  the  Lords  of  Mooa,  citizens  of 
Lucerne,  whose  serfs  they  had  pre- 
viously  been.  They  maintained  their 
independence  BpB.rt  from  any  other 
canton,  nnd  goyemed  bj  a  landam- 
man  and  council,  chosen  from  amone 


Two  rockj  headlands  projecting 
from  the  Rigi  on  one  side,  and  the 
Burgenbarg  on  the  other —  sigDifi- 
canU;  called  the  Noses  (Nasen>—now 
appear  to  close  up  the  lake  ;  but  as 
toe  boat  adTanccs,  a  narrow  atrait, 
not  more  than  1^  m.  wide,  is  disclosed 
between  them.  Once  through  these 
narrows,  and  the  noses  seem  to  have 
overlapped  each  other,  and  the  tra^ 
Teller  enters,  as  it  were,  a  new  lake 
shut  out  by  high  mountains  from  that 
which  he  has  traversed  before.  This 
oval  basin  is  called  theGulf  ofBuochs, 

fr^m     ■       ■ 

of   the   hay 

wbicli  rise   two  grand  mountains,  the 

Buocbser  and  Stanzer-Hora. 

Bockenried  (/wi ,-  Sonne)  was  once 
the  place  of  assembly  of  the  council  of 
the  4  cantons.  The  sleamers  here  land 
passengers  bound  for  Buochs  (3  m.)  or 
Stanz  (^6  m,  from  Beckenried),  p.  95. 
The  quickest  way  from  Lucerne  to  the 
Briinig  (Bte.  19)  at  present  is  to  land 

There  Is  a  pleasant  walk  from  Beck- 
enried to  GrQtli,  by  a  charming  path. 

On  the  opposite  shore,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Big],  nestles  the  little  village 
Gtraou  —  (/nn .-     Sonne,    small,    but 


it,  formed,  for  four  centuries,  an  inde- 
pendent state,  undoubtedly  tike  small- 
est in  civilized  Europe. 

Its  entire  territory  consists  of  a 
slope  leaning  against  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  produced  probably  by  the 
earth  and  rubbish  washed  down  from 
above,  by  two  mountain  -  torrents 
breaking  out  of  ravines  behind  it. 
The  whole  extent  of  land  cannot  mea- 
sure more  than  3  m.  by  2,  which 
would  make  a  very  small  pariah  in 
Bngland  ;  scarcely  an  acre  of  it  is 
level  ground,  but  it  is  covered  with 
orchards,  and  supports  a  population 
of  1348  souls,  dwelling  in  1T4  houses, 
S2  of  which  form  the  village. 
It  is  recorded  that  the  people  of 

Gersau  bought  their  freedom  frc 

state  of  villeaage  in  1390,  with  a 


n  of  it 

gelher  with  a  gallows  still  left  stand- 
ing, no  instance  of  a  capital  execution 
occurred  during  the  whole  of  its  ex- 
istence as  a  separate  state. 

There  is  something  very  pleasing 
in  the  aspect  of  Gersau  on  the  margin 
of  its  quiet  cove,  shrouded  in  orchids 
and  shutout  from  the  rest  of  tbe  world 
by  the  precipices  of  the  Bigi ;  for, 
althongh  there  is  a  path  hence  to 
Brunnen,  and  another  to  tbe  top  of 
the  mountain,  they  are  difficult  and 
little  used.  Its  picturesque,  broad' 
brimmed  cottages  arescattered  among 
the  fields  and  cbesnut  woods  nearly 
to  the  summit  of  the  slopes  ;  some 
perched  on  sloping  lawns,  so  steep 
that  they  seem  likely  to  slip  into  the 

Thesbeamer  calls  off  Gersau,  which 
is  reached  in  l\  hr.  from  Lucerne. 
As  soon  as  it  is  left  behind,  the  sin- 
golar  bare  peaks  of  the  Mythen 
(Mitres)  start  up  into  view,— at  their 
foot  the  town  of  Schwyti  is  built,  3  ra. 
inland,  and  in  front  of  them  stands 
the  village  of 

/(nmnen  (/Ttn .-  Golden  Adler;  good 
and  comforiable ;  intelligent  landlord) 
—the  port  of  the  canton  Schwytz,  built 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Muotta.  Its 
poaition  in  reference  to  the  .surroimd- 
ing  scenery  is  one  ol  the  most  fortu- 
nate on  the  lake,  commanding  a  riew 
along  two  of  its  fiuest  reaches.  Mt. 
Filatus  is  well  seen  from  this.  It  is 
the  depot  for  goods  going  to  and  from 
Italy,  over  the  St.  Gothard.  The 
warehouse,  called  Siat,  bears  on  its 
outer  waUs  a  rude  paindng  of  the 
three  Confederates,  to  commemorate 
the  first  alliance  which  was  formed  on 
this  spot  between  tbe  Forest  Cantons 
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Sect  I. 


II  the  lake  cost 


io  1315,  after  the  battle  of  Morgarten. 
Alova  Reding  here  raised  the  staod- 
ard'of  retolt  against  the  French  in 
1798. 

Those  who  intend  to  ascend  the  Rigi 
from  this,  nsnallj  take  a  char  lo 
GoldsQ  (charge  60  bati)  : — for  pe- 
destrians there  is  a  shorter  footpath 
from  Lowertt  It  takes  5  hrs.  to 
reach  the  top 
bOTses  may  be 

Soals  for  rowiDg 
about  i  a  (tbYic  an  Ik 

The  steamer  touches  here  twice  a- 

Opposite  Bruonen,  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons  changes  at  once  its  di- 
rection and  its  character.  Along  the 
bay  of  Uri,  or  of  Fluelen  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  it  stretches  nearly  N. 
and  S.  Its  borders  are  perpeDdicnlar, 
and  almost  uninterrupted  precipices  ; 
the  basements  and  buttresses  of  co- 
lossal mountains,  higher  than  any  of 
those  which  oyerlooh  the  other 
branches  of  the  lake;  and  theirsnowy 
summits  peer  down  from  above  the 
clonds,  or  throaeh  the  gullies  in  their 
sides,  upon  the  dark  gulf  below.  At 
the  point  of  the  promonton',  opposite 
Brunnen,  stands  a  small  ban,  called 
Treib,  with  a  little  haven  in  front, 
in  which  boats  often  take  shelter. 
When  the  violence  of  the  Fohn  'wind 
renders  the  navigation  of  the  lake  to 
Fliielen  impracticable,  travellers  some- 
times take  a  footpath  from  Treib  over 
the  mountains  by  Seelisbere;,  Bauen, 
Isentlial.  and  Seedorf.  There  is  a 
similar  and  equally  difficnlt  path  from 
Schwytz  to  Morsebach,  Sisikon  (or 
Sissigen),  Tellenruth,  to  Allorf,  which 
was  nevertheless  traversed  by  the 
French  Oenentl  Lecourbe,  with  his 
army,  in  pursuit  of  Suwarrow,  in  the 
night,  bj  torchlight,  in  1799.  The 
want  of  boats  to  transport  his  forces 
across  the  lake  compelled  him  to  this 
daring  exploit.  On  turning  the  comer 
of  the  promontory  of  Treib,  a  singular 
rock,  (»lled  W'ltenstem,  rising  like  an 
obelisk  out  of  the  water,  is  passed,  and 
the  bay  of  Uri,  in  all  ita  stupendous 
grandeur,  bursts  into  view. 

"  It  is  upon  this  that  the  superiority 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  lU  other 


lakes,  or,  as  far  as  I  know,  scenes 
earth,  depends.  The  vast  monn- 
rising  on  every  side  and  closing 
e  end,  with  their  rich  clothing  of 
wood,  the  sweet  soft  spots  of  verMnt 
ire  scattered  at  their  feet,  and 
times  on  their  breast,  and  the 
use  of  water,  nnbroken  by  islands, 
ilmost  undisturbed  by  any  signs 
of  living  men,  make  an  impression 
which  it  would  bo  foolish  to  attempt 
to  convey  by  words."— iS'ir  Jmars 
MackiatoA. 

After  passing  the  Wytenstein  about 
a  mile,  (he  precipices  recede  a  little, 
leaving  a  email  ledge,  formed  by  earth 
fallen  from  above,  and  sloping  down 
to  the  water's  edge.  A  fow  walnat 
and  chesnut  trees  have  here  taken 
root,  and  the  small  space   of   lercl 


woods  from  the  brightness  of  it 
dare.  This  is  GrutU  or  Rmi,  the 
spot  pointed  out  by  tradition  as  ttte 
rendezvous  of  the  3  founders  of  Swiss 
freedom,  —  Werner  Stauffecher,  of 
Sleinen,  in  Schwytz  ;  Emi  (Arnold) 
an  der  Halden,  of  Melchthal,  in  Un- 
terwalden  ;  and  Walter  FUrst,  of  At- 
tinghansen.  in  Uri.  These  "honest 
conspirators"  met  in  secret  in  the 
dead  of  night,  on  this  secluded  spot, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1907,  to  form 
the  plan  for  liberating  their  country 
from  the  oppression  of  their  Austrian 
Boreniors.  They  here  "  swore  to  be 
lutbful  to  each  other,  but  to  do  no 
wrong  to  the  Connt  of  Habsburg,  and 
not  to  maltreat  his  governors." 

"  These  poor  mountuneers,  in  the 
14th  c—     '  — '- 

lit,  bind  tl: 
sacredly  to  be  just  and  mercifnl  to 
their  oppressors  as  to  be  faithful  to 
each  other."  The  scheme  thus  con- 
certed was  carried  into  execution  on 
the  following  new  year's  day  ;  and 
such  was  the  origin  oftheSinss  Con- 
federation. 

According  to  popular  belief,  which 
eTer;^where  in  Switzerland  connects 
political  events  with  notions  of  reli- 
gion, the  oath  of  the  Grutli  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  miracle,  and  S  aptii^ 
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nubed  forth  {rom  the  spot  upon  which 
Uie  3  oonfederates  had  Blood.  In  token 
of  this  every  atrauger  is  conducted  to 
a  litUe  hut  built  over  the  3  aources  of 
pore  water,  and  is  inrited  to  drink 
(mt  of  tliem  to  the  memur;  of  the  3 
fiHiDders  of  Swiss  freeilom.  It  is 
doinbtfiil  whether  the  3  sources  ftre 
not  m«re]j  1  aplit  iolo  3  ;  but  few 
would    search   to  delect  "  (he  pious 

The  view  traat  Griitli  ia  delightful. 
A  small  scar  ma;  be  observed  from 
hence  on  the  ftiee  of  the  opposite 
precipice  of  the  Frobmilpstock,  formed 
by  the  fiill  of  a  piece  of  rock.  "  The 
fragment  which  has  left  such  a  trifling 
blemiah  was  aboot  1200  ft.  wide ; 
when  i  t  fell  it  raised  such  a  wete  on 
the  lake  aa  oTerwbelmed  5  houees  uf 

the  village  of  Sissigen,  distant  1  mile, 

and  11  ofits  inhabitants  were  drowned. 

The  swell  was  felt  at  Lucerne,  more 

than  20  miles  ofK"— Simonii, 

The  immediate  shores  of  the  bay 

of  Uri  are  utterly  pathless,  since,  for 


It  part,  its  Bides  are  precipices, 

ling  terticallv  into  the  water, 

without  an  inch  of  Ibregroand  be- 


tween. Here  and  there  a  small  sloping 
ledge  interrenes,  as  at  Griitli,  and  on 
one  or  two  other  spots  room  boa  been 
found  for  a  scanly  ei*'»'p  trf  houses,  as 
at  SisikoD,  Sauen,  Isleten,  &c. 

A  little  shelf,  ur  platform,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Acbsenburg,  on  the  E. 
shore  of  the  lake,  called  the  Tellea- 
Platte,  is  occupied  by  Tell's  Chapel, 
and  roaj  be  reached  in  }  of  an  hoar 
from  Griitli.  Here,  according  to  the 
tradition.  Tell  sprang  on  shore  out  of 
tbe  boat  in  which  Gcsaler  was  carry- 
ing him  a  prisoner  to  the  dungeon  of 
Kiissnacht  (see  p.  40),  when,  as  is  well 
known,  the  sudden  slorm  on  tbe  lake 
compelled  him  \a  remote  Tell's  fetters, 
in  order  to  avail  himself  of  his  skill 
as  steersman  :  thus  aSbrding  tbe  cap- 
tive an  opportunity  to  escape.  The 
chapel,  an  open  arcade  lined  with  rude 
and  jaded  paintings,  representing  the 
events  of  the  delivery  of  SnitzerlaQd, 
was  erected  by  canton  Uri  in  13B8. 
only  31  years  after  Tell's  death,  and 
in  the  presence  of  114  persuns  who 
bad  known  him  personally — a  strong 


testimony  »  prove  that  the  events  of 


I   life   e 


Once  a  year,  on  the  first  Friday  after 
the  Ascension,  mass  is  said  and  a 
sermon  preached  in  the  chapel,  which 
is  attended  by  the  inhaUuuils  on  tbe 
shores  of  the  lake,  who  repair  hither 
in   boats,  forming    an    aquatic   pro- 

The  murder  of  Gessler  by  Tell, 

notwithstanding  the  provocation,  was 
a  Btam  on  the  Swiss  revolution, 
marked  as  it  was  equally  by  the  just 
necessity  which  led  to  it  and  the  wise 
moderation  which  followed  it,  in  pre- 
venting the  shedding  of  blood,  so 
that  eien  the  tyrannical  bailiff  of  the 
Emperor  were  conducted  unharmed 
beyond  tbe  limit,  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  there  set  free ;  an  act  of  forbear- 
ance the  more  aurprising  conaidermg 
that  many  of  the  Swiss  leaders  were 
smarting  under  personal  wrongs  in- 
ilicted    by   these  BailiBs  at   Zwing- 

TeU,  acting  by  the  Impulse  of  hb 
individual  wrongs,  had  well  nigh 
marred  the  designs  of  the  confede- 

rates  by  precipitating  events  before 
the  pbm  was  properly  matured.  Yet 
there  is  something  so  spirit-stirring 
in  the  history  of  "  the  mountain 
Brutus,"  that  there  is  no  donbt  the 
mere  narration  of  it  contributed  as 
much  towards  the  success  of  the  in- 
surrection and  the  freedom  of  Switzer- 
land, by  rousing  the  minds  of  a  whole 
people,  as  the  deep  and  well  .con- 
certed scheme  of  the  3  conspirators  of 
Griitli. 

The  view  from  Tell's  chapel  is  ex- 
ceedingly fine.  The  following  are 
(be  remarks  of  Sir  James  Mackintosh 
on  this  scene:  —  "The  combination 
of  what  is  grandest  in  nature,  with 
whatever  ia  pure  and  sublime  in  hu- 
man conduct,  affected  me  in  this  pas- 
sage (along  the  lake)  more  power- 
fufly  than  any  scene  which  I  had  ever 
seen.  Perhaps  neither  Greece  nor 
Rome  would  have  had  such  power 
over  me.  Tbej  are  dead.  The  pre- 
sent inhabitants  are  a  new  race,  who 
regard  with  litlle  or  no  feeling  dte 
.  memorials  of  former  agea.  Inis  it, 
i  perhaps,  the  only  place  in  our  globe 


KODTE  19.— PASS  OF  THE  BS&NIO. 


Sect  I. 


where  deeds  of  pure  Tirtue,  ancient 
enough  to  be  veiieritble,  ore  coDse- 
craled  bj  the  religion  of  the  people, 


ajid  teTBrcnce.  No  local  superstition 
BO  beautiful  and  so  moral  any  where 
exists.  The  inhabitnots  of  Thermo- 
pyk)  or  Marathon  know  no  more  of 
these  bmous  spots  than  that  they  are 
ao  many  sqoare  feet  of  earth.  Eng- 
land ia  too  estenaive  a  country  to 
make  Ranufmede  an  otg<%t  of  na- 
tional afibction.     In  countries  of  '"- 


I  wealth  the  stream  of  ere 


dustry  Bi 

sweeps  awHv  tufne  oxu  rememuramjtijs. 
The  solitude  of  the  Alps  is  a  sane- 
tnary  destined  for  the  monuments  of 
ancient  virtue ;  Griitli  and  Tell's 
cha^t  are  as  much  reverenced  by  the 
Alpmp  peasants  as  Mecca  by  a  detout 
Musselman ;  and  the  deputies  of  the 
3  ancient  cantons  met,  so  late  as  the 
year  1715,  to  renew  their  allegiimce 
and  their  oaths  of  eternal  onion." 

The  depth  of  the  lake,  opposite 
Tell's  chapel,  is  800  ft  After  round- 
ing the  cape  on  which  it  stands,  Flli- 


ouli  terminated  by  the  grand  snowy 
peaks  of  the  Uri  Bothstock  on  one 
side,  while  in  the  centre  the  Tista  is 
closed  by  the  grand  conical  peak  of 
the  Bristenstock. 

Fluelen,  the  port  of  (he  canton 
may  be  reached  by  steam  in  2C 
nates  from  Tell's  chapeL  Here  be^na 
the  carriage-road  over  the  St.  Go- 
thard.   (Ete.  34.) 

ROUTE  19. 


10*   Btunden  =  35   Eng.  m. 
from  LnceruB  by  Winkel  to  Luc 


Time 

r,  5  hrs. ;  Lungem  to  Meyringen, 
4  or  8  hrs.;  to  Bneni  3^  hrs. 

This  pass  ma^  easily  be  traT€ 
one  day  from  Lucerne  to  Interlaehen 
by  the  aid  of  chars  and  steamer. 

The  Steam-boat  from  Lucerne  calls 
oif  Beckenriod  twice  a  day,  going  and 
returning  (p.  53-9.'i),  whence  a  road 
runs  by  StaD£  ('2  hrs.)  to  Sachselen 


(2  hrs,).  This,  though  a  circuitous 
way,  is  quicker  than  takii^  a  row- 
boat  to  Alpnach,  and  cheaper: — &re, 
2  F.  fr,  6  sous. 

From  Alpnach  (Gestad)  to  Lun- 
gem the  road  is  practicable  for  chars; 
thence  over  the  mounCun  to  Mev- 
ringen  is  only  a  bndle  path.  The 
traveller  may  take  a  boat  at  once  from 
Lucerne  to  Alpnach,  or  go  in  a  char 
to  Winkel  (about  i  an  hour's  drive), 
and  there  embark ;  by  which  he  will 
save  some  distance.  Alpnach  is  2^  hrs. 
(with  3  rowers)  from  Lucerne.  The 
charge  is  1  fr.  50  c.  for  the  boat,  and 
2  fr.  each  lH>atm>m.  The  rowere  ex- 
pect a  &aDc  extra  for  drink-money. 
A  boat  and  3  rowers  from  Winkel 
costs  3  fr.    Ask  for  the  TarifE 

From  Winkel,  where  the  char  road 
ceases,  the  traveler  proceeds  by  water 
through  a  narrow  strait  between  the 
village  of  Stanistad,  on  the  1,  and  a 
spur  of  the  Pilatue,  called  IiOpper, 
on  the  rt.,  into  that  beautiful  and  re- 
tired gulf  of  the  lake  of  the  Four 
Cantons,  called  Lake  of  Alpnach. 
The  castle  of  Qotzberg,  on  its  E. 
shore,  is  remarkable  as  the  first 
Stronghold  of  the  Austrians  of  which 
the  Swiss  confederates  (p.  54)  gained 
^^ssession  on  New-yesfs  day,  130S. 
One  of  the  party,  the  accepted  lover 
of  a  damsel  within  the  castle,  being, 
according  to  the  practice  of  Swiss 
lovers  even  at  the  present  time,  ad- 
mitted by  a  ladder  of  ropes  to  a  mid- 
night interview  with  his  mistress,  a 
e;irl,  living  within  its  walls,  succeeded 
m  introducing,  in  the  same  way,  20 
of  his  companions,  who  found  no  <^ffi- 
culty  in  surprising  and  overpowering 
the  garrison.  'Tbe  loves  of  Jiigeli 
and  Anneli  have,  from  that  day  fbrth, 
been  celebrated  in  Swiss  song.  A 
series  of  simultaneous  risings  in  other 
parts  of  the  Forest  Cantons  proved 
equaEy  saccessfnl,  and  in  24  hours 
the  country  was  freed  from  the  Aus- 
trian rule. 

Alpnach -am-Gestad,  at  the  S.  end  of 
the  bay  (1^  hr.  from  Winkel),  (/nm 
Weisses  Ross,  dear,  and  not  good)— 
is  the  port  for  travellers  going  to  or 
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Lmigern  cosCa  12  ff.  and  drink-monef 
1  fr. ;  a  2-horse  carriage  2D  &.  Bud  2  fr, 
diiik-miHiey. 

Behind  Gestad  (the  Unding-pUce) 
is  wen  the  taper  spire  of 

3}  AJpDSch  (/nn :  ScUilssel,  Key), 
wfaicb  eitenda  1  j  mile  &oid  the  water- 
nde.  It  is  a  scattered  village  oF  1400 
IidBtb  M  Che  foot  of  the  PilatuB  (p.  39). 
I^  eitenaive  forests  which  clothe  the 
ndes  of  that  mountain  belong,  for  the 
Blast  part,  t«  AJpnacb,  and  would  be 
t  BOorce  of  wealth  to  ita  inhabitants  if 
they  could  be  got  at  more  easily.  It 
ma  with  a  view  of  turning  to  account 
the  line  timber  growing  on  spots 
Ureij  accesaibla  by  ordinary  means, 
owing  to  their  height  and  the  rug- 
ged^ of  the  ground,  that  the  cele- 
wUed  Slide  of  Alpnach  was  con- 
■truded.  This  was  a.  trough  of  wood 
foimed  of  nearly  30,000  trees,  fast- 
ened together  lengthwise,  5  or  6  feet 
Hide  It  the  top,  and  3  or  4  feet  deep, 
eUending  from  a  height  of  2M0  feet 
Sown  to  the  water's  edgo.  It  was 
fluuied  and  executed  by  a  skilful 
o^eer  from  Wiirttembei^,  named 
Bu^  The  course  of  this  vast  in- 
sliued  plane  was  in  some  places  cir- 
whoos;  it  was  supported  partly  on 
Klinghtst  and  thus  was  tarried  over 
3  drep  ravines,  and,  in  two  instances, 
t>siea  UDAeigraand.  Its  average  de- 
shntj  did  not  exceed  1  foot  in  17,  yet 
tbis  sufficed  to  discharge  a  tree  100 
ft.  long  utd  4  f L  in  diameter,  in  the 
■ixm  space  of  6  minutes,  from  the 
"Ppet  end  of  the  troueh,  where  it 
*u  lanncbed,  into  the  wke  below,  a 
dutance  exceeding  8  Eng.  m.  The 
•fees  were  previously  prepared  by 
^•^ag  stripped  of  their  branches, 
Iwlted,  and  rudely  dressed  with  the 
WP.  The  bottom  of  the  trough  w; 
^  constantly  wet  by  allowing 
^  of  water  to  trickle  down  it,  and 
thereby  diminish  the  friction.  Pro- 
fe«8or  Playfair,  who  has  written  a 
"lost  interesting  account  of  the  slide, 
H/Sl^t  the  trees  shot  downwards 
*ilh  a  noise  like  the  roar  of  thunder 
Ud  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  seeming 
to  thake  the  earth  as  they  paased. 
Thongh  the  utmost  care  was  taken 
to  remove  every  obstacle,  it  somei 


happened  that  ■ 


)  stuck  by  the 


progress,  leaped  or  bolted  o 
he  trough   with  a  force    capable   of 

iDttiog  the  trees  growing  at  the  side 
hort  off,  and  which  often  dashed  the 
log  ilaelf  to  atoms.  To  prevent  such 
accidents,  watchmen  were  stationed  at 
regulardistancea  along  the  sides  during 
the  operatioo  of  discharging  the  wood, 
and  a  line  of  lel^raphs,  similar  to 
"'    ■  ~  modern  railways,  were 


ugnai,  when  anytUn^  went  wrong. 
The  timber,  when  discharged,  was 
collected  on  the  lake  and  floated  down 
Reuss  into  the  Rhine,  where  it 
formed  into  rafts,  snch  as  are 
commonly  met  with  on  that  river, 
and  sold  in  UoUand  for  ship-building 
and  other  purposes.  Napoleon  h^ 
contracted  for  the  gp^aler  part  of  the 
timber,  to  supply  bis  dock-yards;  but 
the  peace  of  1815,  by  diminishing  the 
demand,  rendered  the  speculation  nn- 
proRtable,  and  the  slide,  having  been 
long  ^>andoned,  was  taken  down  in 
IS19.  Similar  slides,  nearly  as  long, 
are  common  throughout  the  great 
forests  of  the  Tyrol  and  Styria-  (See 
Hand-book  fur  S.  Germany.)  Smce 
1833  some  French  speculators  have 
constructed  a  cart  road  up  the  Pilattis 
"  '  ■    forests,  and  the 


horses  and  oxen,  without 
Bust^ning  any  iuj  ury  in  its  descent. 

The  C/i.  of  Alpnach,  a  handsome 
modem  edifice,  was  built  with  the 
timber  brought  down  bj  the  slide.  . 

The  canton  Unlerwalden,  which  vre 
are  about  to  traverse,  is  totally  un- 
provided with  milestones,  for  this 
reason,  that,  by  an  ancient  and  re- 
spected law,  every  inhabitant  is  bound 
to  guide  the  stranger  who  questions 
him  on  his  way,  without  fee  or  cha^e. 
The  road  ascends  the  valley  along  the 
left  bank  of  the  Aa  to 

li  Saroen.— (/im.-  Schliissel  (Key); 
not  very  good  or  clean.!  This  vil- 
lage, of  3000  Inhab.,  is  the  capital  of 
the  division  of  the  canton  called  Ob- 
walden,  and  the  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   It  is   pleasingly  situated  at 
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the  extremity  of  the  lake  of  Sarnen, 
at  the  foot  of  ftQ  emine^pe  colled  Zan- 
deuberg,  a  spot  meraorablo  in  Swiss 
history  »a  the  residence  of  the  cruel 
Aualnan  bailiff  of  that  name  who  put 
out  the  ejaa  of  the  aged  Henry  an 
Aer  Halden,  father  of  one  oF  the  he- 
roes of  Grttli.  This  act  of  atrocity 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  popu- 
lar mind,  contributing,  with  other 
events,  to  die  outbreak  of  the  Swiaa 
insurrection.  On  New-year's  morn- 
ing, 1906,  20  peasants  of  Obwalden 
repiured  to  the  castle  with  the  cub- 
tonury  presents  of  game,  poultry,  Ac, 
for  the  se^enr,  who  bad  gone  at 
tliat  hour  to  mass.  Adniitt«d  within 
the  walls,  they  flxed  to  their  aU? 
the  pike-heads  which  they  had  co 
oealed  beneath  their  dress,  blew 
blast  as  a  signal  tfl  30  confederates 
who  lay  in  ambush,  under  the  alders, 
outside  of  the  gate,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion, captured  the  elrong-hold  almost 
"*' rtige  of  the 


i:  thet« 


whieh 


occupies  its  nte,  and  commands  a 
most  beautiful  liew,  has  since  1646 
seried  for  the  annuEil  convocations  of 
the  citizens  of  the  canton,  who  meel 
there  to  exenHse  the  priyilege  of  elect- 
ii^  Iheir  raagTstratea.  A^oining  it 
is  the  public  shooting-house,  for  the 
practice  of  rifle  shooting. 

The  Eathhaa»,  a  plain  edifioe,  not 
unlike  the  court-house  of  an  Enelieh 

ness-fike  council  chambers,"  portraits 
of  the  landammen  from  13B1  to  1SS4. 
"  The  artists  have  been  particularly 
successful  in  delineating  the  beards. ' 
There  is  one  picture,  howsTer,  better 
dian  the  rest,  of  Nicholas  yaa  der 
Flue,  one  of  the  worthies  of  Switier- 
land,  more  particularly  respected  in 
this  canton,  where  effigies  of  him 
abound.  He  enjoys  the  rare  reputa- 
tion of  a  patriot,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  peace-maker,  having  spent  his 
life  in  allayiag  Uie  bitterness  and  dis- 
sensions between  his  countrymen, 
-which,  at  mae  time,  threatened  the 
destruction  of  the  Helvetian  Bepublio. 
In  the  vigour  of  bis  years  he  retired 
from  the  world  into  the  r* 
of  Melchthal,  where  he 


time  as  a  hermit  in  a  bumble  cell,  in 
exercisee  of  piety.  His  reputation, 
however,  for  wisdom  as  well  as  virtue, 
was  BO  high  that  the  counsellora  of 
the  confederacy  flocked  to  him  in  his 
solitude  to  seek  advice,  and  his  audden 
appearance  before  the  Diet  at  Stani 
and  his  conciLating  counsels  pre- 
ventod  the  dissoli^tion  of  the  confe- 
deracy. After  enjoying  the  respect 
of  men  dunog  his  lifetime,  he  was 
honoured  after  his  death  (14^7)  as  H 

The  Melchthal,  mentioned  above, 
opens  out  to  the  B.  of  Sarnen.  At 
Its  mouth,  close  Xo  the  clupel  of  St, 
Nikttaaen,  stands  an  isolal^  tower, 
one  of  the  most  ancient  buildings  in 
the  canton,  dating  from  the  earliest 
Christian  times,  when  it  was  erected 
probably  as  a  belfry.  Melchthal  was 
the  native  place  of  Arnold  an  der 
Halden,  one  of  the  conspirators  of 
GriiUi  (p.  54).  While  ploughing  his 
field  oear  Schild,  he  was  interrupted 
by  a  messenger  sent  from  t^e  bailiff 
Landeuberg  to  seize  his  yoke  of  oxNk 
Enraged  by  the  insolence  of  the  ser- 
vant, and  the  iigustioe  of  the  demand, 
Arnold  beat  the  man  so  as  to  break 
his  filler ;  and  fearing  the  tyrant's 
vei^eauce  fled  over  tlie  mauatams  into 
Uri,  little  anticipating  that  hia  rash  act 
woijd  be  visited  by  the  tyrant  upon  his 
fkther,  by  depriving  him  of  sight. 

The  vallej'  of  Sarnen,  bounded  by 
gentJy  eloping  hills,  has  nothing  Al- 
pine in  its  Boenei^ ;  its  character  is 
quiet,  and  pastoral,  and  pleasing.  The 
successful  emperimant  of  letting  off 
the  waters  of  the  lake  of  Ijnngem  has 
led  to  a  similar  project  of  reducing 
that  of  Sarnen,  which  will  probablj  be 
carried  into  effect  sooner  or  later. 

The  road  skirting  tJie  £.  shore  of 
the  lake  traverses  the  pretty  village  of 
Sachselenf/hnsi  Kreutz,seema  good; 
Engel,  perhaps  the  best  resting-place 
ontheroute).  WithintheParisftCAwwi, 
Nicholas  von  der  Flue,  the  hermit  «~< 
saint,  is  interred.  His  bones  lie,  bat  do 
not  repose,  in  a  glass  case  above  the 
high  altar,  the  shutters  of  which  are 
opened  for  travellers,  and  are  also  with- 
drawn at  stated  seasons  in  order  to  be 
exhibited  lo  the  crowds  of  pilgrims  who 
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r^Htir  hither  to  pay  their  vows  to  the 
sftint.  Witbiu  the  nbs,  where  the  heut 
was,  there  is  now  a  jeweUed  cross,  uid 
from  the  breast  hang  *e<eral  militaiy 
iwdeTH  gained  b;  natives  of  Unterwai- 
den  in  militarj  service,  but  offered  up  to 
(he  OBQ  of  tho  daad  ssint,  who  is  known 
to  tiie  peasimts  by  the  name  of  Broder 
Klaus.  There  is  a  wooden  fig:ure  in 
the  tnuisept,  clothed  with  tbe  saint's 
veritable  robes.  The  walls  are  lined, 
hj  devotees,  with  votire  tablets  offered 
to  the  shrine  of  St.  Nicholas,  record- 
ing miracles  supposed  io  have  been 
performed  bjr  bim.  The  Tillage  Gy* 
awjl,  on  the  rt.  of  the  road,  was  half 
swept  away  in  1329  ^j  an  iniuidalJoD 
(tfthe  tommt  Lauibaoh,  which  brought 
ao  much  rabbish  into  the  valley  as  to 
dant  ap  the  watws  of  the  Aa.  A  lake, 
thus  created,  lasted  for  130  years,  when 
it  was  Bualtj  let  off  by  an  artificial 
Okual  into  Uie  lake  of  Samen. 

["  The  Bonunit  of  (he  A>lUioni,cele- 
twnlad  for  its  view,  maj  be  reached  in 
6  honrs  frran  Gyswyf;  the  path,  at 
least  fur  the  first  3  hours,  is^Midj  (he 
deecent  into  the  valley  above  Sirenberg 

! . J  I.    (See  p.  81.>-V,  i>-] 

jent  of  ttte  Koiserstuhl 
snrmoDnted  before  the 
road  reaches  a  higher  ^atform  in  the 
Tallej  oocopied  by  (he  Lake  ofLv/agem. 
This  lake  was  formerly  a  beautiful 
sheet  of  water,  embowered  in  woods 
swenang  down  (o  its  margin,  and 
part&  enclosed  by  ste«  benki.  The 
dwellers  m  its  shiaea,  lees  influenced 
by  kdniinttioii  of  i(B  pioturesqaenees 
thKD  by  the  prospect  of  enriching 
themselves  in  the  acquisition  of  500 
acres  of  good  laud,  previously  buried 
nnder  water,  tapped  it  a  few  years 
ago,  lowering  its  surface  by  about  (20 
&at,  and  reduoiiig  its  dmiensions — 
and  thereby  its  beiuity^by  nearly  one 
baif.  The  works  designed  to  effect 
this  object  were  coBunenced  in  1788; 
but  had  been  repeatedly  interrupted 
by  want  of  fands,  and  by  political 
—      They  owe  their  recent 


The  El 


oompletioD 
MMinsting 


dating  of  the  inhabitants 
district,  aided  by  a  skilful  eng;ineer, 
named  SulEberger.  The  earlier  at- 
leo^ls  had  beat  limited  to  (he  boring 


of  a  (unnel  (hrongh  the  ridge  of  the 
KaiserstBhl,  which,  crossing  the  val- 
ley between  the  lakes  of  ^Nunen  and 
Lungem,  forms  a  natural  dam  (o  the 
waters  of  the  latter.  The  (unnel  be- 
gins near  Biu^len,  and  is  carried  in  a 
uopinK  direction  gradually  upwards 
towards  Che  lake.  Before  Sulzberger 
took  the  matter  in  hand  it  had  made 
coosiderable  progress ;  but  still  the 
moat  difficult  part  of  the  task  re- 
mained, vii.,  to  complete  it,  and  break 
a  passage  into  the  lake  without  ioiury 
to  the  lower  valley,  or  loss  of  life  to 
those  employed.  Havins  with  much 
labour  driven  the  tuimtJ  as  near  to 
the  bed  of  »iie  lake  aa  the  eioaration* 
iwuld  with  safety  be  carried,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  guard  against  any 
sadden  irmption.  With  this  object 
in  view,  he  at  first  proposed  to  bore  a 
number  of  small  holes  with  an  auser 
through  (he  iuterveoing  rock,  and  to 
close  them  wi(h  oocks  to  open  and 
shut  a(  ideasnre.  A  boring-rod,  12 
feet  in  length,  driven  through  the 
rock,  was  followed  by  a  discharge  of 
mud  asd  water,  and  a  blow,  struck 
with  a  hammer  by  the  miner  frwn 
within,  ceverberated  oB  the  surface  of 
the  lake  so  as  to  be  percMved  hy  per- 
sons stationed  in  a  boat  above  the 
spot — proving  that  (he  basin  of  the 
lake  bad  been  perforated. 

The  ei^ineer  now,  however,  dis- 
covered (hat  the  triable  nature  of  the 
rock  traversed  by  the  rod,  and  the 
clay  and  sand  above  it,  tendered  the 
plui  of  draining  the  lake  by  a  nom- 
ber  of  amatl  perforations  imprscti- 
cable.  He  was  thos  compelled  to 
have  recourse  to  a  mine,  and  for  this 
purpose  he  enlarged  t^ 
tunnel  by  driving  a  shs 
aboat  6  feet  square,  up'  .  . 
reach  within  G  feet  of  the  v 
cask,  containing  S50  lbs.  of  powder, 
was  then  conveyed  to  the  end  of  the 
ah^  and  SnaUy  hoisted  into  this 
vertical  chamber,  by  proppiog  it  upon 
logs  of  wood:  then,  a  fuKe  being  at- 
tached to  it,  the  end  of  the  tunnel  was 
rammed  tight  with  sand  many  feet 
thick,  to  prevent  the  mine  exploding 
backwards.  Upwards  of  50O  men, 
relieving  each  othei  day  and  night. 


KOUTE  19. — LAKE  OF  LUNQEEK. 


Sect.  I. 


•e  employed  U. 
task,  the  dif 


e  than  >  foot  wider  than  the  cask 
on  ao/  side,  but  in  the  foulnesa  of  the 
air  inhaled  hj  ao  man;  labourers, 
which  soon  became  so  had  as  to  ex- 
tinguish aU  the  lights ;  while  the 
constant  influx  of  water,  pourine  in 
through  the  crannies  of  the  galkry, 
threw  further  impediments  in  the  way 
of  the  miner.  As  it  was  impossible 
to  renew  the  air  by  ventilation,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  withdraw  the  men 
for  several  hoars  at  a  time.  In  ad- 
^tion  to  all  this,  a  great  part  of  the 
operations  were  necessarilj  performed 
in  the  dark. 

The  length  of  the  tunnel  was  1390 
feet.  Strong  flood-gates  had  been 
erected  at  its  lower  extremity  to 
modify  and  restrain  the  issue  of  the 
flood.  All  things  being  thus  pre- 
pared, on  the  morning  of  January  9, 
1S36,  a  cannon-shot,  fired  from  the 
Kaiserstuhl,  answered  by  another  on 
the  Landentierg,  gave  notice  to  the 
whole  yalley  of  what  «aa  about  to 
happen,  and  a  bold  miner,  named 
Spire,  was  despatched  with  two  com- 
panions to  fire  the  train.  The  length 
of  the  match  was  so  regulated  as  to 

S've  them  ample  dme  to  escape 
rough  the  tunnel ;  and  their  return 
to  daylight  was  announced  by  the 
firing  of  a  pistol  A  multitude  of 
spectators  had  collected  on  the  sur- 
rounding hills  to  witness  the  result  of 
the  experiment  which  haii  cost  so 
much  time  and  money  to  execute,  and 
in  which  many  were  so  deeply  inte- 
rested— while  considerable  anxiety 
prevailed  as  lo  its  happy  resulL  Ex- 
pectation was  now  at  the  utmost 
stretch  i  ten  minutes  had  elapsed  be- 
yond the  time  allotted  to  the  match, 
and  nothing  was  heard.  Some  began 
1«  fear; — in  a  minute  two  dull  explo- 
sions were  jieard;  but  they  neither 
shook  the  ground  above,  nor  eren 
broke  the  ice  which  at  that  season  co- 
vered the  lake.  No  one  doubted  that 
the  mine  had  failed,  when, 

fill  shout  from   1 

B  success,  as  a  black  tor- 


rent of  mud  and  waler  intermixed 
was  seen  by  those  stationed  near  the 
lower  end  of  the  tunnel  to  issue  from 
its  mouth.  The  winter  season  had 
been  eitpressly  chosen  for  the  consum- 
mation of  the  undertaking,  because 
the  waters  are  then  lowest,  and  many 
of  the  tributary  torrents  are  frozen  or 
dried  up. 

The  drainage  of  the  lake  oT  I.iin- 

Gm  was  effected  gradually  and  safely, 
six  days  the  water  tell  14  feet, 
and  in  ten  days  more  the  lake  bad 
sunk  to  a  level  with  the  mouth  of  the 
tunneL  The  lake  of  Gyswyl,  indeed, 
was  filled  ^ain,  and  lasted  for  a  few 
days,  during  which  it  laid  several 
houses  nnder  water,  but  it  was  soon 
drained  off.  On  the  shores  of  the 
lake  of  Lungem,  appearances  were 
at  first  alarming.  The  steep  banks, 
deprived  on  a  sudden  of  tie  support 
of  the  water,  bM;an  to  crack ;  lai^ 
masses  broke  o^  and  a  very  consi- 
derable fissure  appeared  near  the 
village  of  Lungom,  which  threatened 
injury  to  it,  so  that  the  church  and 
many  of  the  houses  were  disTnantled 
and  abandoned,  and  ihe  bells  removed 
from  the  tower.  A  piece  of  ground, 
several  acres  in  extent;  did  indeed 
separate,  and  slide  into  the  water, 
just  after  a  house  and  shed  which 
stood  on  it  had  been  pulled  down  and 
removed.  Fortunately  this  was  the 
extent  of  the  mischief,  and  church 
and  village  are  still  safe.  The  un- 
covered land  presented,  for  some 
months,  only  a  blank  saiface  of  mud 
and  sand,  to  which  the  crows  resorted 
in  great  numbers  to  feed  on  the 
worms  and  shell-fish  left  dry  in  the 
mud  by  the  receding  waters.  By  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  a  scanty  crop  of 
potatoes  was  raised  on  part  of  it ;  but 
some  time  must  elapse  before  it  can 
become  vatuaible  for  agricidtural  pur- 
poses, or  cease  to  be  imsightlv  t*  the 
eye :  indeed  much  of  the  lake-bed  was 
bare  rock.  The  aqueous  deposits 
brought  down  into  the  lake  by  tribn-  . 
tary  brooks,  and  laid  bare  by  this 
druni^e,  wOl  be  remarked  with  in- 
terest by  the  geoli^ist,  as  illnstrating 


Sicitzerland.     koitte  22. — lucerse  to  Beene,  bt  entlebdch. 


Uottt-wood  was  fbniHi  in  the  bed  of  the 
Iftke  i  it  had  asaum^  the  appearukce 
of  brown  coaL 

The  cost  of  this  enterprise  wm 
51,826  f.  (5000n  and  19,000  d»ys' 
labour  perlbna^  hj  the  peaAants, 

3  ZrtiDgeni  (/»n  .■  I,owe),  the  last 
village  in  the  valle;,  situated  at  the 
foot  of  the  Briinig,  and  at  the  S.  end 
of  the  ]ftke,  now  remored  by  the 
drainage  Bome  diatanoe  from  it.  Here 
the  char-road  ceases,  and  the  rest  of 
the  way  ninst  be  traTelled  on  foot,  or 
on  tnvles,  which  are  kept  here  for  hire. 
K.B.  Look  ODt  for  return  horses  irom 
Brienz  or  MeyriogeD — and  do  Dot  be- 
lieve the  Lungem  landlord  if  he  tells 
yon  there  are  none  in  his  staUes. — 
J.  M.  1847,  {§  10.)  Aa  the  ascent  of 
the  BrQnig  is  not  rery  long,  and  aa, 
especieJl;  in  wet  weather,  the  large 
smooth  stones  in  the  sleep  path  are 

E  slippery,  it  is  advisable  for  the 
strian  to  dispense  with  horses 
J  which^  especially  in  descent,  de- 
lay rather  than  adiance  hig  progress. 
Prom  Lnngern  to  Meyringen  is  a 
Talk  of  about '2^or  3  hours;  loBrieni 
about  3^  hours.  The  first  part  of  the 
road  is  very  sleep,  and  over  la£ee 
blocks  of  stone  Lke  high  steps.  The 
road  is  so  narrow  in  some  parts  that 
the  guide  can  scarcely  walk  by  the 
ude  of  the  horse:  a  rail  protects  the 

Kth.  This  part  of  the  pass  shontd 
walked  over  both  up  and  down. 
At  the  summit  of  the  Briinig,  3aB0  ft. 
above  the  sea-level,  a 

1  Toll-house  (furnishing  beds  in 
case  of  need)  marks  the  frontier  of 
Canton  Beme,  and  the  culminating 
point  of  the  pals.  From  a  little  cha- 
pel near  this,  a  charming  and  lirst- 
late  view  is  obtained  along  the  entire 
valley  of  Nidwalden,  backed  by  the 
PilatUB,  with  the  Lungem  See  for  a 
foreground,  forming  alt<^ther  "one 
of  t£o  most  delicious  scenes  in  Swic- 
lerland,"  to  use  the  vrords  of  Latrobe, 
though  destitute  of  the  grandeur  pre- 
sented by  snowy  peaks.  To  enjoy 
these,  however,  llie  travelier  has  only 
to  proceed  a  few  yards  iarther,  to  the 
brow  of  the  descent,  where  the  valley 
of  Hash,  with  the  Aar  winding  through 
.the  midst,  opens  oat  to  view,  backed 


by  the  gigantic  and  snow-white  crests 
of  the  Wetterhom,  Eiger,  and  others 
of  the  Bernese  Alps,  and  in  front  of 
them  the  Faulhorn.    Here  the  road 


to  Heyrineen,  seated  in  the  midst  of 
the  rich  Hat  which  forms  the  bottom 
of  the  valley.  From  the  opposite  pre- 
cipices two  ur  three  atreaks  of  white 


181  leagues  =  64*  Eng.  miles. 
A  diligence  goes  daily  in  summer. 
This  is  the  best  and  shortest  of  Uie 
two  oon-ioj«-ro»ds  to  Beme. 
4i.  Wolhusen. 

[The  road  over  the  Bram^g  (pass- 
ing the  baths  of  Farnbuhl,  a  solitary 
inn),  though  shorter,  has  been  nearly 
abandonea  by  travellers,  and,  conse- 
quently, allowed  to  fall  out  of  repair, 
being  superseded  by  the  more  level, 
though  circuitous  route,  passing  the 
convent  of  Werthenstein,  which  avoids 
the  steep  ascent  of  the  Bramegg  alto- 
gether.] 
It  takes  about  4  hours  from  Lucerne 
reach  the  village  of 
Entlebuch,  at  the  W.  foot  of  the 
Bramegg  (An ,  Au  Borde— tolerable), 
prettily  situated  on  a  slope  (BordeX 
with  the  torrents  Entle  and  Emme 
roaring  beneath  it. 

The  vale  of  Entlebuch  is  about  30 
■  long,  and  is  flanked  by  mountains 
■vered    with    woods   and    pastures, 
lie  men  of  the  valley  are  oeJebtated 
the  best  wrestlers  in  Switzerland. 
They  hold  a  great  wrestling-match, 
called  Zwing  Feflt,on  the  first  Sunday 
in    September,   when    tliey   try  liieir 
skill  ogainat  the  athletes  of  the  neigh- 
bouring valleys.     The  Bernese  high- 
landers  are  formidable  rivals. 

4|  Eschokmatt  (^nna :  Krone  ;  — 
lAwe— gjood)  is  a  scattered  vill^e,  in 
a  very  high  situation.  A  little  way 
beyond  it  the  road  quits  the  Entle- 
buch, and  descends,  by  the  side   of 


'    ROUTE  23. — LUCERHE  TO  BERNE.    24. — BOLEUBE  TO  BEENE.    Sect.  I. 


the  BGs  tonent,  into  the  canton  of 

3|  Xangnaa  {/luu ;  Cerf— quiet  and 
good ;  RtteDtiTe  landlad; ;  Ldwe)  u 
^e  principal  place  in  tiie  Kminenthal 
— ui  extengiYB,  fertile,  and  industrioua 
valley,  famed  for  its  cheeaes  (made  on 
the  mgh  pagtnrea  near  the  tops  of  the 
hillg,  and  exported  all  over  German  jX 
and  for  its  manD&ctares  of  linen.  Its 
meadows  are  of  the  brightest  ver- 
dnre ;  the  cottages  imt  and  subUan- 


The  Emme,  irbich  traverses  it,  and  its 
tributaries,  at  times  commit  serious 
devastatioDS,  b;  innndating  their 
banks  and  overspreadino;  them  with 
gravel  and  debns.  Such  an  occur- 
rence in  Augast,  1837,  occasioned  by 
a  thunderEtorm,  created  soious  in- 
joTj,  destrojing  maaj  houses,  and 
almost  all  tlie  tnidgesi  sereral  lives 

It  is  not  neceKarj  to  pass  through 
Langnau.  and  a,  mile  is  saved  by  leav- 
incitontbert.  The  Ilfis  is  crossed, 
and  afterwards  the  Emme,  before 
reaching  Signau — (Inn:  Ours,  tole- 
rable)-^ pretty  vill^e,  with  a  mintid 
castle  alx>Te  it. 

'  About  2  m.  fiuther,  the  road  to 
Than  (_ii  leagues  from  Hochstetten) 
turns  off  on  the  1,  and  shorUy  falls 
into  the  higli  road  fWnn  Berne  to 
Thnn.     (Kte.  27.) 

The  road  to  Berne  prooeeda  by 

21  Gross  HodistetteB,  and  Worb, 
an  induetrioEis  village,  with  a  Gothic 
castle  above  it 

3J  Berne  (in  Bte.  24). 


that  by  Entlebuch  was  macadamised. 
The  first  part  of  this  route,  as  fiu'  as 

4j  Wolhusen,  ia  the  same  as  the 
preceding.  Thence  it  runs  by  Uenz- 
nan.  WiUUan,  end  ZeU  to 

5  Huttwyl~-(/nn<;  Krone;  Stadt- 
haoB):  a  small  wijled  town  in  canton 

31  Summiswald  —  {Tmi    Bikr>(    a 


Sonrishing  Tillage.  The  poor^MMue, 
on  H  rock  above,  was  the  first  eata- 
bliahment  of  the  kind  io  Switzeiiand. 
The  building  it  occnpiea  was  the 
casde  of  the  Tandvi^ht,  or  bailiff.  On 
the  Ami  Alp,  about  10  m.  to  tbe  K, 
mu[^h  cheese  is  mode. 

The  road  now  passes  across  "  the 
green  Enunenthal,  one  of  the  richest 
and  most  fertile  of  the  Swiu  Talleys; 
a  country  that  would  make  a  grarier's 
heart  sing  wHh  joy— soch  a  prodi' 
gality  of  homed  cattle." 

31-  Valchringen. 

Near  Engesiein  are  mineral  baths, 
SDOTtUed  br  a  chalybeate  ^ring. 

At  Worb  this  route  falls  into  the 
[veoedii^. 

^  Bgbnb  (in  Bte.  24). 

ROUTE  24. 


H  leagues  ns  22^  Eng.  miles. 

A  diligence  nins  daily  in  4  tioiira. 

The  road  crossea  the  Aar  on  quit- 
ting Soleure,  passii^  near  Zmdnvyl, 
the  retreat  of  the  H'olestants  diiren 
ont  of  Sojenre  by  their  baatic  fellow- 
citizens  in  1533.  In  a  erave  in  the 
churchyard  are  interred  "  Viaocn 
Thaddei  Kosciuska"  (Seep.  II.) 

We  eutw  canton  Berne  befon 
reaching 

lUBiitterkinden,  a  lafM  vill^e  an 
the  Emme,  here  ofossed  by  a  bridge. 

Fraubninnen.  Znm  ^unnen  is  a 
clean  village  /nn,  and  reasonable. 
Not  £sT  from  tbii  the  Bmiese  de- 
fbalad  the  English  mercenary  Ingel- 
ram  de  Coney,  in  13T5.  A  stone  by 
the  roadside  oonunem^watlis  the  erent. 
(See  p.  14.) 

Jegistor£  At  UrUnen,  2  m.  &om 
this,  a  cross-road  turns  t^on  the  rt 
to  HofiBul,  the  agricultural  and  edoea- 
lional  institution  of  the  late  H.  Pel- 
lenberg.    It  eonnsts  of 

A  seminary  for  young  gentl^iKO, 


about  SO  in  number,'  from  all  nuts  of 
.,        .   .re    are    many    English. 
They   receive  here   an  eduoa 


Europe :    there    i 


ery  moderate  terms.  Every  snmmer, 
during  the  vacation,  they  m^e  a 
pedestrian  tour  tbroogh  Switierland, 
under  the  gntdanee  of  titeir  tatois. 


Swifzerland.     eodte  24. — hofwti-     berne.     fountains. 


Tbere  is  a.  aeptrate  school  of  inBtnic- 
tion  for  scboolmasters. 

2,  A  Khool  for  the  poor^  who  are 
Unffht  acoordmg  to  the  ayatem  of  M. 
Fel^ibeng,  on  aji  eitonaiTe  scaln.  It 
has  the  doable  object  of  instructing 
fitrmers  Knd  inlrodiiciiig  agrioultnral 
improveroenla. 

a.  An  agriciilliur»l  eHt^lighioent, 
conautiug  m  na  academy  for  pnctical 
Imabtiiidr; ;  a  model  farm ;  aa  exp«ii- 
mental  farm;  an  ezleiiEiTe  collection 
it  agricoltnnl  implements,  and  a  ma- 
nn&ctory  for  making  them. 

The  somMinding  district  was  little 
bettra*  than  a  bog  when  M.  Fellenberg 
aettled  haie  in  1793:  he  has  since 
gradoallj  brought  it  into  cultivation. 

There  is  a  direct  road  from  Beme  to 
Uofwyl,  by  the  Snghe,  Beichenbach, 
•nd  Bochsee,  about  6  m.  A  lofty 
bridge  of  3  arches,  a  noble  structure, 
has  been  throim  orer^ie  river.  Nearly 
opposite  the  S.  exCremity  of  the  lofty 
md  pictoresqae  promontory,  nearly 
Borronnded  by  Aar,  called  £ngbe,  lies 
the  old  GaatU  of  Seichmbach,  n^iich  be- 
kocedto  Rndolph  of  Erlach,  the  hero 
of  the  battle  of  Lanpen,  who  was  mur- 
dered here,  in  bis  old  age,  by  his  son- 
in-law,  Jost  von  BndeDE,  with  tlie  very 
■word  which  he  bad  wielded  at  that 
gloruHiB  victory.  The  assassia  was 
pUTsned,  as  be  fled  from  ths  scene  oi 
his  crime,  by  the  two  bloodbonnds  of 
the  aged  warrior,  who  broke  loose  at 
dteir  master's  criea.  They  tracked 
tbe  murderer's  footsteps  of  their  own 
aooord,  and  after  some  bonra  retamed 
with  gOTO-stained  lips,  and  notiiing 
nore  iras  heard  or  known  of  Jost  von 

4^  BERSC—iltHU :  Faike  (Fancon). 
(%MKes~Uble-d'bote  at  1,  3  tr.;  at 
4,  4  fr.;  breakfast,  1^  tt.;  tea,  do.; 
beds,  2-^  fr.  Families  and  persons  de- 
nring  to  be  quiet  may  be  accommo- 
dated in  a  separate  boose,  called  Petit 
Fsnoon,  in  a  back  street,  from  the 
root  of  whiiA  there  is  a  fine  view.— 
Conronne  —  dean  and  comfortable, 
oUiging  landlord;  Cigi^oe  (Stork), 
The  AtJxiytt,  or  houses  e£  the  guilds, 
•Dch  as  die  Dlstdiwsng,  or  ,^ibave 
•nx  Qentilshommes  (the  best),  and  the 
Abbaje  du  Singe,  afford  oomfbrtable, 


quiet,  and  moderate  accommodaUon  to 

Beme,  capital  of  the  largest  of  the 
Swiss  cantons,  and,  suice  1849,  pei^ 
maneot  seat  of  the  Swiss  Ooiernident 
and  Diet,  and  residence  of  most  of  die 
foreign  minislera,  oontains  27,475  I«- 
bab.  It  is  bnilt  on  a  loftv  sandstone 
promontory,  formed  by  tLe  winding 
course  of  the  Aar,  which  nearly  sur- 
rounda  it,  flowing  at  the  bottom  of  a 
deep  gully,  with  steep  and  in  places 
precipitous  aides  (stalden.)  The  incon- 
venient ascent  and  descent  by  which 
the  town  conld  alone  be  reached  from 
the  £.  formerly,  has  been  remedied 
by  a  lofty  Bridge,  partly  of  granili, 
derived  from  erratic  blocks  lymg  on 
the  Kirchet   hiU,  thrown  over  this 


of  the  town,  p 

platfbnn,  ITOO  ft.  above  tlie  sea,  is 
posing)  andthere  is  something  striking 
in  its  interior,  trmn  tJie  houses  aO 
being  built  of  massive  stone.  It  has 
this  peculiarity,  that  almost  all  the 
houses  rest  upon  arcadea  (I^uben), 
which  furnish  coveted  walks  on  eatm 
side  of  the  streets,  and  are  lined  with 
sh(^  and  stalls,  like  "  the  Bows  "  in 
the  city  of  Chester.  The  lowness  of 
the  arches,  however,  and  the  solidity 
of  the  bnttresses  siipportiDg  them, 
render  these  coloDnoaes  gloomy  and 
close.  Along  the  brow  of  the  preci- 
pice, overhanging  the  Aar,  and  re- 
moved from  the  main  streets,  are  the 
more  arislooralic  residences  of  the  ex- 
clusive patricians. 

Bills  of  water  are  carried  throngli 
the  streets  to  purify  them,  and  they 
are  abundantly  fiimished  with  Foun- 
tatnt,  each  surmounted  by  some  quaint 
efBgj-  One  of  these,  the  Kinderfret- 
aer-Brmnen  (Ogie's-fountain),  on  the 
Com-hoDse-equare,  n  ' 
froi         '  •      •    ' 


^ore  (probably  Batum)  de- 
vouring a  idiild,  with  others  atuck  in 
his  girdles  and  poc^ts  ready  for  con- 
flumptloD.  Borne  beu  the  ngurea  of 
armed  warriors,  such  as  David:  an- 
other is  snrmounled  by  a  female 
^nrei  but  the  &ronrlte  device  is  t/u 
Aar,  ttia  armnial  beuings  of   Uie 


64 
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canton,  wbich  U  what  the   French 

heritlds  call  an  "  armoirie  parlante )" 
the  word  "  Bern "  Btgnifying  a  bear, 
in  old  German,  or  raUier  in  the  Sua- 
biali  dialect.  Indeed,  the  animal  is 
as  great  a  favourite  here  an  in  the 
house  of  Bradwardine.  Xhua,  the 
upper  fountain  in  the  principal  street 
is  surmounted  bj  a  bear  in  armour. 
with   breast-plale,   thigh-pieceB, 


mrd  a 


banner  in  fais  paw.  The  Sdu 
Bnamen  is  the  figure  of  a  Swiaa  croas- 
bowmau  of  former  days,  attended  hj 
a  young  hear  as  squire ;  and  two  stone 
bears,  larger  than  life,  stand  as  aenti- 
nela  on  either  side  of  the  Morat  gate. 

Along  the  line  of  the  principal 
Street,  which  extends  from  tie  Bridge 
lo  the  gate  of  Morat,  are  three  antique 
watch-towers.  The  Clock-tower  (^Zeit- 
giochenthurm)  stands  nearly  in  die 
o«ntre  of  the  town,  though,  when  ori- 
ginally built,  in  1191,  by  Berchtoid 
v.,  of  ZJihringen,  it  gnarded  the  outer 
wall-  JtsdroU  clockwork  puppets  are 
objects  of  wonder  to  an  admiring 
crowd  of  gaping  idlers.  A  minute 
before  the  hour  sCrikee,  Rrst  a  wooden 
cock  appears,  crows  twice,  and  flaps 
his  wings ;  and  while  a  puppet  strikes 
the  hour  on  a  bell,  a  procession  of 
bears  issues  ont,  and  passes  in  front 
of  a  figure  on  a  throne,  who  marks 
the  hour  by  gaping  and  by  lowering 
his  sceptre.  TFurtber  on  in  the  street 
stands  the  Kiificht  Thurm  (cage  tower), 
now  used  as  a  prison ;  and  beyond  it 
Christopher'a  toicer,  also  called  Goliath'.- , 
tram  the  figure  of  a  giant  upon  it. 

The  great  charm  of  Berne  Is  the 
view  of  the  Bernese  Alps,  which  the 
town  and  every  eminence  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood command  in  clear  weather. 
From  the  Platform,  a  lofty  lerraee, 
planted  with  shady  rows  of  trees, 
overlooking  the  Aar,  behind  the  Min- 
ster, six  snowy  peaks  of  the  great 
chain  are  visible,  and  from  the  Enghe 
terrace,  outside  of  the  town,  at  least  a 
doien  rise  into  view ;  they  appear  in 
the  following  order,  beginning  from 
the  E.:— 1.  WettCThom;  2.  Schreck- 
hom;  3.  Fineter-Aarhoroi  4.£igher; 
5.  Monchi  e.  Jungfrau;  8.  Gletscber- 
hom;  9-  Mittaghomi  lO.BlumlisAlp; 


11.  In  the  middle  distance,  Niessen;  . 

12.  Stockhom.    (See  Cut.) 

There  cannot  be  a  more  snblime- 
sight  than  this  view  at  sunset;  espe-l 
dallj'  at  times  when,  from  a  peculiar! 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  the  slantingj 
rays  are  refiected  from  the  Alpine! 
snows  in  hues  of  glowing  pink.  It  it  j 
hardly  possible  to  gaze  on  these  Alps] 
and  glaciers  witiout  desiring  to  explore  j 
their  recesses,  which  enclose  some  of' 
the  most  mapiificenl  scenery  in  Swit-  ', 
zerland.  The  i'?a(funn  itself,  supported  ' 
by  a  massive  wall  of  masonry,  rises  < 
108  ft.  abovethe  Aar;  yet  an  mscrip- 
tion  on  tlie  parapet  records  that  a  ! 
voung  student,  mounted  on  a  spirited^ 
horse,  which  bad  been  frightened  bt' 
some  children,  and  leaped  the  preci- , 

Etce,  reached  the  bottom  with  no  other' 
urt  than  a  few  broken  ribs.     The' 

rider  bi 

TheJi 
building,  ' 
finished  1') 
signs  of  Erwiu  of  Steiubach,  who  builtj 
Strosburg  Minster,  or  one  of  hit, 
&inily ;  and  many  of  the  ornament^ 
such  as  the  open  parapet  rDmungj 
round  the  roof^  and  varying  in  pattera  - 
between  each  buttress,  are  not  inferior ' 
in  desigB  or  eiecntjon  to  those  rf, 
Strosburg.  The  chief  ornament  is  the 
great  W.  portal,  bearing  scnlptured- 
reliefs  of  the  Last  Judgment,  ^iiked 
by  figures  of  the  wise  and  foolish  Vir- 
gins, &c  (date,  1475-85).  The  inte-  | 
rior  is  not  remarkable.  In  the  win- 1 
dows,  and  on  the  roof,  are  the  coab) ' 
of  arms  of  the  aristocratic  burghers  tf 
Berne,  in  all  the  pomp  of  heraldry. 
There  are  4  tall  windows  of  painted 
glsfis  in  the  choir  which  deserve  notice; 
in  some  of  them  are  curious  carica- ' 
tares  of  the  Bomish  priesthood  (date, 
end  of  xvth  century),  e.  g.  the  Ptje  i 
grinding  the  4  Evangelists  in  a  mill,  j 
whence  issue  a  number  of  wafer*  I 
which  a  bishop  collects  in  a  chalice,  j 
The  stalls  in  the  choir  are  well  carved 
with  figures  of  the  Apostles  on  one ! 
aide,  and  prophets  on  the  other.  Along  \ 
the  walls  are  tablets,  bearing  the 
nankea  of  18  officers  and  €83  soldiers. 
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French,  1798. 
aeot  erected  by  the  town, 
,  .-  Berchtuld  of  Ziihringen, 
founder  of  Beme.  In  the  teatrj  are 
rich  tapestiy  and  Teatmenta,  put  of 
the  8poU  token  from  Charles  the  Bold 

Chi  the  MQnster  Plati  has  been 
erected  a  Monumental  Statue  of  Ra- 
dalph  V.  Erlach,   the   conqueror   at 

The  M-uaeun  conUuna  one  of  the 
besi  coUections  of  the  natttraJ  pro^ 
ductions  of  Switzerland  to  be  found 
in  ihe  connCrj.  It  is  open  to  the 
public  3  times  a  week  :  strangers  may 
(btain  adaiitlance  at  all  times  bj  a 
small  fee. 

Id  the  zoological  department  there 
sn  stuffed  specimens  of  the  bear  at 
sU  Bges.  Two  joung  cubs,  abont  the 
aa  of  kilteoa,  respectivelj  S  and  21 
ifafl  old— hideous  and  uncouth  mon- 
nen— enable  one  easily  to  discover 
Ibe  oiigin  of  the  Tolgor  error  that  the 
bear  was  licked  into  shape  by  its 
laother.  The  lynx  of  the  Alps,  and 
the  steinbock,  both  from  the  Bernese 
chdn.are  in  lerestiog  from  their  rarity  i 
these  animals  have  nearly  disappeared 
frDm  Europe.  Here  is  deservedly  pre- 
served the  skin  of  Sorry,  one  of  the 
^m  of  St.  Bernard,  who  is  recorded 
to  have  saved  the  lives  of  15  human 
beinp  by  his  aagatuty.  A  chamois 
iridi  three  horns,  one  growing  out  of 
the  nose  ;  a  spedmen  of  a  cross  breed 
between  the  steinbock  and  domestic 
goat,  which  lived?  years;  a  wild  boar, 
oT^gantic  size  and  bristling  mien,  are 
»l«o  worth  notice. 

In  the  OmiVmlogical  department  are 
the  lammergeyer  (vulture  of  lambs), 
the  feathered  monarch  of  the  Alps, 
and  mferior  in  size  to  the  condor  alone 
among  birds.    It  breeds  only  on  the 

In  addition  to  the  native  birds  of 
Snitzerlaud,  tliere  are  apecimens  of 
several  foreign  and  tropical  birds  which 
We  found  their  way  into  Switzerland 
by  accident  ;  viz.,  a  flamingo,  killed 
near  the  lake  of  Morat,  and  a  pelican 
from  Conatance.  Possibly  the  11a- 
xiingo  came  from  the  waters  of  the 


district  around  Niames  and  Aries, 
where  these  birds  are  not  oncommon. 

The  departments  of  geoli^j'  and 
mineraliwy  are  very  rich.  The  geo- 
li^y  of  Switzerland  mar  be  well  stu- 
died in  the  very  complete  series  of 
fossil  collected  by '  M.  Stader  and 
others.  There  are  a  number  of 
beautiful  specimens  of  all  the  rarest 
and  finest  minerals  ^m  St.  Oothard. 
The  iUustretiiH)  of  Swisa  Botanj/  ia 
equally  complete. 

Several  plans  in  relief  of  various 
parts  of  Switzerland  will  prove  squally 
instructive  to  the  sliudentof  geography 
and  geology. 

In  a  SD^  collection  of  Antiquities 
the  tbllowing  objects  seem  to  deserve 
mentioning; — some  Roman  antiquicies 
dug  up  in  Switzerland  ;  the  Prie  Dieu 
of  Chariea  the  Bold,  and  part  of  his 
tent  hangings,  captured  by  the  Ber- 
nese at  Grandson  ;  the  pointed  shoes 
worn  by  the  Bernese  nobles  in  the 
XVItb  century  ;  some  dresses,  &c. 
from  the  South  Sea  Islands,  brought 
over  by  Weber,  the  artist,  who  ac- 
companied the  expedition,  who  was 
of  Swisa  origin. 

The  Tovm  Library  is  a  good  collec- 
tion of  40^000  volumes,  and  is  well 
stored  with  Swiss  history.  Haller, 
who  was  bom  at  Berne,  was  librarian. 
The  butt«r-market  is  held  beneath 
this  building. 

The  Araetial  has  scarcely  any  curi- 
osities to  show  since  it  wag  robbed  by 
the  French  in  1798  i  the  arms  for  the 
contingent  of  the  canton  are  kept  in  it. 

A  new  Sldnde-Hm»,  or  Bundes  Fa- 
last,  ia  building,  to  include  all  the 
various  departments  of  Che  Swiss  Le- 
f^stature,  the  Diet,  and  the  various 
Public  Offices,  1651. 

Beme  is  celebrated  for  the  number 
and  escellence  of  its  Charitable  Insti- 
tutions ;  they  are,  perhaps,  more  care- 
fully attended  to  than  any  in  Europe. 
There  is  a  public  granary  in  oaee  of 
scarcity,  two  orphan-houaea,  an  Infir- 
mary, and  an  extensive  Hospital,  bear- 
ing the  inscription  "  Chriato  in  pau- 
peribua."  It  was  for  a  long  lime  the 
finest,  indeed  the  only  grand  building 
in  the  town,  a  just  subject  of  pride  ; 
bat  it  has  of  late  been  eclipsed  by  the 
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oolOMal  dimensions  of  the  new  Pmon 
and  Peniwnti&ry,  ■  circiunBtance  cha- 
rftcteriatic  of  the  preseitt  period  per- 
linpfl  in  other  countries  begidea  Clie 
canton  Berne.  English  C/iarcA  senice 
is  performed  twice  a  day  on  Sncdaj, 
in  the  chapet  of  the  Barger  SpiUl 

Since  IB."!*,  an  Unicersity  or  high 
school  hoe  been  eatabliEhcd  at  Berne. 

The  prerwling  regard  for  (he  JItar 
at  Berne  does  not  confine  itself  to  the 
mulliplying  of  his  effigy  on  the  coins, 
sign-posts,  fountains,  and  public  build- 
ings of  the  canton.  For  many  hun- 
dred years,  living  specimens  of  the 
favourite  have  been  msinlained  at  the 
public  expense  ;  and  the  ditch  oulaide 
of  the  Aarburg  Gate,  called  llie  Bd- 
rengraben,  is  allotted  to  tliem  for  a 
habitation.  No  traveller  will  quit 
Berne  without  paying  them  a  visit, 
unless  he  wishes  to  have  the  omission 
of  ao  important  a,  sight  thrown  in  his 
teeth  every  time  (he  naoke  Berne  is 
Dientionea  ;  and  indeed  a  vacant  half 
hour  may  be  worae  employed  than  in 
watching  the  gambols  of  Bruin,  and 
supplying  him  with  cakee  and  apples. 
The  connejiiou  between  the  town  and 
the  animal  is  accounted  for  by  the  an- 
cient tradition,  that  on  the  day  on 
which  Berchtold  laid  (he  foundations 
of  Berne,  an  enormous  bear  was  slain 
by  him  upon  its  deatined  site. 

When  the  French  reT<dntionary 
army  tooh  possession  of  Berne,  1798, 
the  beara  were  led  away  captives,  and 
deposited  in  the  Jardin  dea  Plantes, 
where  one  of  them,  the  celebrated 
Martin,  aoon  became  the  favourite 
of  (be  French  metropolis.  When, 
after  a  series  of  years,  the  andent 
order  of  things  was  restored  at  Berne, 
one  of  the  first  carea  of  the  citizens 
was  to  replace  and  provide  for  their 
ancient  pensioners.  The  cost  of  keep- 
ing them  amounts  to  between  600  and 
700  francs  per  annum  ;  and  weU- 
groundod  fears  arc  entertained  that 
modem  lenalators,  fbrgetiul  of  the 
service  rendered  by  Bruin  for  so  manj- 
centuriea,  in  figuring  npon  the  shield 
of  the  canton,  may  soon  strike  him  off 
thepensiou  list. 

The  forlificBtionB  of  the  town, 
longer  of  nse  as  defences,  are  c( 


vBrtad  into  Promanades,  and  make  Terjr 
agreeable  waJfcs,  The  banks  of  the 
Aar,  which  they  overlook,  are  most 
picturesque  ;  and  the  Alps,  when 
visible,  form  a  liackgroand  of  the  ut- 
most sublimity. 

They,  however,  as  well  as  the  city 
of  Berne  itself,  are  best  seen  fi^un  a 
terrace  walk  called  the  Enghe,  a  little 
more  than  ■  mile  outside  the  Aarburg 
Gate,  the  fevourite  resort  of  the  citi- 
zens. On  the  way  to  it,  immediately 
beyond  the  gate,  the  bears'  ditch  and 
den  are  passed  on  the  L,  and  the  SAool- 
ing-house,  where  rifle-matches  take 
place,  on  the  rt  hand. 

Two  other  more  distant  and  ele- 
vated points,  which  are  most  advaji- 
(ageous  for  commanding  the  pano- 
rama of  the  Alps,  are  the  hill  of  Altm- 
berg,  i  hr.'s  walk  on  the  N,  of  the 
town,  reached  by  a  footbridge  acroea 
the  Aar  ;  and  the  Gwten,  a  height  an 
hour's  walk  to  the  S.  of  the  town. 

The  Caistno,  a  handsome  buUdinK  in 
the  Ober-Graben,  contains  a  reading- 
room,  supplied  with  newspapers,  a 
ball-room,  &c.  There  is  also  a  Thiatrt 
in  the  town. 

Dalp,  Fisher,  Huber,  &  Co.  are  the 
principal  booksellers,  and  keep  a  good 
supply  of  maps,  views,  and  costumes, 
&c.  of  Switzerland. 

I'ltBafxirts.  —  Travellers  going  from 
Switzerland  into  Anstria,  Sardinia, 
Italy,  France,  or  Bavaria,  must  bear 
in  miitd  that  it  is  necessary  to  have 
their  paaaports  countersigned  by  the 
ministers  of  those  powers.  The  Fo- 
reign ministers  to  the  Swiss  Cfwiiede- 
ration  reside  at  Berne  (except  the 
Papal  Nuncio,  who  lives  at  Lucerne). 
Travellers  going  to  ChBooany  or  over 
the  Simplon  should  send  llieir  pass- 
port l«  tbe  Sardinian  minister  to  be 


The  English  and  Austrian  ministers 
sign  passports  only  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, from  10  to  11  or  IS.  The  tra- 
veller pressed  for  time,  and  wishing  to 
avoid  delay,  may  leave  bis  passport 
with  the  master  of  the  inn,  to  be  for- 
warded to  bim  by  post.    The  Austrian 
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Uined  here,  ean  only  be  ^t  >t  Turin 
or  Stu  tlgarl,  the  nearegt  capitsls  where 
ADstnanmiiuBters  reside.  TheEngliBh 
niinisler'B  risa  is  abeolnlely  neeeMary 
befiH«  it  can  be  obtaiiied. 

Hindelbank,  which  is  sometimei 
mied  irom  Beme,  <»i  account  of  the 
tomb  of  Madame  lianglians,  ii  de- 
aoibed  in  Bte.  13  ;  and  HofivTl,  TOf. 
FdlenherFs  eBtsblidment,  in  Ble. 2*, 
p.  £2. 

The  eicorsion  hence,  throng^  the 
Banae  Obtrtand,  Kte.  25,  may  be 
lude  in  3  days,  though  it  deserrei 
lMg«-  time  to  be  derotid  4^  it. 

Diligaites  go  firom  Bene  to  Basle, 
by  th«  HUnsterdial,  twice  a  day,  in 
'S  hrs.— by  Soleure,  in  12  hra.  ;  to 
Oflieia,  by  Freibui^  and  Lausanne, 
in  17  hrs. ;  or  by  Neuchilel  and 
Yrerdnn.  in  IBJ  hrs.  ;  to  Thun,  twice 
*iiaj,  in  »  hrs.;  to  Zurich,  in  14  hra., 


LinEBBRDNNEN  ; 


Thii  agreeable  excursion  niay  be 
midein  H  days,  tst  to  Qrindelwald, 
^  Xo  Meynn^n,  and  returning  to 
Bsnie  on  the  eiening  of  the  itrd  day. 
''mi  persons,  however,  will  feel  dia- 
led to  devote  longer  time  to  it. 
^t  it  is  ^  no  meauB  necesBarr  to 
'**itni  to  Berne :  the  passes  of  the 
Genmi  (Rte.  38),  of  the  Brtinig  (Rte. 
19),  and  of  the  arimsel  (RK.  2S), 
Minect  the  Oberland  with  the  general 
lonr  of  Switserland. 

It  was  in  ^is  magnificent  highland 
A><lnct  that  Byron  *■  repeopled  hia 
uiitd  from  nature,"  and  gathered 
"•mj  of  the  ideas  and  imsgea  which 
Im  has  so  exquisitely  interwoven  in 
•^  trsgedy  of  Manfred,  the  scene  of 
^ich  des  among  the  Bernese  Alps. 
Bfi  preferred  many  of  the  scenes 
""ng  these  mountains  and  lakes  to 
'^■WKHini,  and  calls  them  "  some  of 
^  tMblest  Ttews  in  the  world." 


Bemsto  Than. 

5)  lea^ineislSJ  Eng.  m.  (A  3 
hours'  dnve.) 

IMl^ence  2  or  3  times  a  day.  A 
ToitDrier  chaivea  18  fr.  and  drink- 
money  (no  back  &re)  ;  a  return  voi- 
turier  10  or  12  fr. 

The  road  is  excellent,  and  in  Gne 
weather  the  snowy  Alps  are  in  sight 
nearly  the  whole  way.  The  scenery 
of  the  valley  of  the  Aar  is  very 
pleasing ;  laid  out  in  pasture  lands, 
with  abundance  of  villages,  and  sub. 
stantial  farm-houses,  with  broad  roo^ 
surrounded  by  neat  gardens.  The 
river  itself  runs  at  some  distance  on 
the  rt,  and  is  rarely  visible.  The 
principal  village  passed  on  the  way  is 
.  2|  Munsingen,  memorable  in  recent 
Swiss  annals  as  tbe  spot  where  the 
great  public  meetings  of  the  men  of 
ihecantonwereheld  in  18.11  and  1849, 
which  adopted  a  new  constitution,  and 
overthrew  the  rule  of  the  oligarchy. 

The  Stockhom,  with  its  conical 
peak,  and  Ibe  Niesen,  two  limestone 
mountains,  forming,  as  it  were,  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  high  Alps, 
posted  on  t^e  opposite  side  of  the 
lake,  become  conspicuous  objects  be- 
fore Teaching 

2;  Thun— Inns:  H.  de  BeUevue, 
outside  the  town,  and  beyond  it  : — 
best,  a  Grst-Tate  hotel,  well  sitoaled  in 
a  garden  commanding  a  view  of  the 
Aar  : — the  Bat«an-it-Vapeur,  a  few 
yards  fhrther,  and  a  third  inn,  all 
belong  to  MH.  Knechtenhofer,  who 
are  abo  prt^rietors  of  the  steam-boat 
plying  on  the  lake  :  —  Freyeuhofj 
Within  tiie  town,  very  good  house  : 
— Fancon. 

Pension  Baumgarten ;  the  apart- 
ments cheerful  and  pleasant  (  hiin? 
good  Chaigcs  5  fr.  a-da^  for  each 
master,  and  ^  for  a  servant,  every- 
thtng  included. 

There  is  not  a  more  picturesque 
town  in  Switzerland  than  Thim,  situ- 
ated about  a  mile  from  the  lake,  upon 
the  river  Aar,  which  here  rashes  oitt 
of  it  as  clear  as  crystal.  Pre-eminent 
above  the  other  buildings  rise  a  vene- 
rable churcb  and  a  picturesque  feudal 
oastle  700  years  old.  It  contains 
5000  Inhab.  g    but   within  its  walls 
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there  is  nothing  worth  notice.  It  ia, 
however,  from  ils  piMitian  and  its 
beautifu)  enTirons,  one  of  the  mart 
B^^reeable  plmces  of  reaidencti  in  Swit- 
■erljuid,  and  bein^  the  starting  place 
for  these  who  visit  the  Bemeae  high- 
Luids.  it  is  tJironged  with  a  constant 
succession  of  traiellerB  through   the 

The  CaMe  of  Sdrndaa  is  a  laive  and 
singular  Gothic  castle,  built  by  H. 
Bougemont,  of  Faria,  abont  the  lake. 

The  view  from  the  Chio-chyard  ter- 
race "  along  the  lake,  with  its  girdle 
of  Alps  (&e  Blumlie  Alp  being  the 


rocks  wooded  to  the  top,  is  mentioned 
by  Bjron.  A  more  extensive  prospect 
is  gained  from  Uie  little  Pavilion  of 
&L  Jacques  ;  but  better  than  either  is 
the  view  from  the  grounds  of  a  pretty 
country  house,  culed  the  Chartreux, 
about  +  mile  below  the  Hotel  Bellevue, 
The  Jungfrau,  M5noh,  and  Eigber 
are  visible  from  hence. 

M.  Knechtenhofer  has  built  a  lAigiel 
for  the  Engtish  service  in  the  grounds 
of  the  hotet 

Vehicles  of  varioos  kinds  and  guides 
may  be  hired  at  Thun.  "  Travellers 
often  send  their  carriages  from  Thun 
to  Lucerne  while  Ihey  make  a  tour 
in  the  Oberland,  beginning  and  ending 
with  those  places.  The  inn-keeper 
will  make  the  arrangement,  and  coU' 
sign  the  carriage  to  the  inn  whir*-  "'-  - 
traveller  may  designate.  '"- 
may  be  safely  left  in  it.  ' 
for  a  li^t  carri^e  is  72  tr.,  every- 
thing iucloded.  nobably  1  fr.  s-dsy 
will  be  chuf^  for  the  standing  of 
the  carriage  as  long  as  it  remains  at 
the  iun."-C.  D. 

The  road  up  the  Simmentbal,  from 
the  lake  of  Thun  to  Vevay,  is  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  41. 

Lake  of  Thun—Thm  to  Iniertachen. . 


Bateau-i-Vai 
a  day  to  and  fro.  The  voyage  takes 
up  1^  br.  The  fare  is  3  fr.,  with  an 
abatement  for  a  party  if  a  number  of 
places  are  taken.  The  hours  of  start- 
ing Kre  liable  lo  be  altered  from  year 


I    year ;   travellers    should  inquire 


The 


iterlachen,  along  the 
a.  anore  of  the  lake.  The  distance, 
about  15  Eng.  m. 

The  lake  is  about  10  m.  long. 

The  banks  of  the  lake  near  Thun 
are  occupied  with  neat  villas  and 
cheerful  gardens  ;  ftirther  on,  its  If. 
shore  is  precipitous,  and  not  very 
interesting.  AmonB  its  scanty  vil- 
lages and  banilets.  the  most  important 
isOberhof^  distinguished  by  tJie  Bqiiar« 
lower  of  its  castle. 

The  S.  shore  is  more  striking.  Here 
the  two  remarkaUe  mountaino,  the 
Slockhom,  with  a  sharp  peak  pro- 
jecting like  a  horn,  or  thorn,  and  the 
pyramidal  mass  of  tlie  Nieaen,  with 
Its  conical  top,  stand  sentinels  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Kander  and  Sim- 
menthaL  The  river  Kander,  con- 
ducted into  the  lake  by  an  arldfi<^al 
channel  formed  for  it  in  1714,  has 
deposited  around  its  mouth,  within 
less  tJian  a  century  and  a  bal^  a  delta 
or  sand-bank  of  several  hundred  acres. 
The  progress  and  extent  of  this  recent 
formation,  so  interesting  lo  geologists, 
have  been  ably  investigated  by  Sir 
C.  LyelL 

S.  At  the  foot  of  the  Nieaen,  on  a 
projecting  tongue  of  land,  stands  the 
picturesque  castle  of  3pieU,  founded, 
according  to  [tradition,  by  Attila  (7), 
and  belonginc;  to  the  fomily  of  Erlach. 
At  Spietiwyter  there  is  a  neat  An. 

N.  When  about  two-thirds  over  the 
lake,  a  projecting  promontorv  of  pre- 
cipitous rock,  called  the  Nose,  is 
passed,  and  a  fine  view  is  obtained  of 
tjie  Eigber  and  Miincb,  which  fill  op 
the  extremity  of  the  lake  with  tlie 
white  mass  of  their  snow.  To  the 
rt.  of  them  appear  the  Jungfran  and 
Finster  Aailiom. 

In  front  of  the  Hose  the  lake  ia 
720  (L  deep.  If.  "  Behind  tbe  village 
MerUgen  runs  the  Jnster  Thai  :  at  a 
distance  <^  between  2  and  3^  h.  walk 
up  it,  in  the  ridge  forming  its  W. 
boundary,  is  a  cave  called  SchafiocA, 
which  in  the  height  of  summer  always 
contains  ice.   Such  ioe  caveroa  are  not 
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□ncomiuon  id  the  Ji]r&,  and  in  other 

CtH  of  the  world.  This  c»Te  has  2 
nches  ;  that  in  which  the  ice  occura 
runs  str&ight  &Dm  the  entrance  for 
abont  60  fL,  when  it  suddenly  narrows, 
and  dips  down  12  or  15  ft."— J.  D. 

N.  Farther  on,  in  the  face  of  lie 
monntain  overhanging  the  lake,  is  the 
Care  of  St.  Beattu,  above  a  Bmill  ca»- 
cade,  which  may  be  seen  leaping  into 
the  lake.  St.  B^tuB,  sccordiog  io  tra- 
dition a  native  of  Britain,  converted 
the  inhabitants  of  [bia  part  of  Helvetia 
to  Christiajiity.  Being  minded  to  take 
up  bi3  residence  on  the  shores  of 
the  lake,  he  fixed  his  eyes  npon  a 
grot  well  snil«d  to  a  hermit's  abode, 
irhich  happened  at  the  time  to  be 
oocapied  by  a  draeon.  The  monjiter, 
however,  was  eagdy  ejected  without 
force,  and  Eimply  by  hearing  a  notice 
to  quit  addressed  to  him  by  St.Beatiu, 
Among'  the  miracles  perfOTmed  by  the 
anchoril«,  in  addition  to  the  above, 
most  be  mentioDed  that  of  liis  creasing 
the  lake  on  his  cloak,  which,  when 
spread  oat  on  the  water,  served  him 
instead  of  a  boat.  A  rivnlet  issues 
out  of  the  cave,  and  i»  subject  to 
sadden  rises,  which  fill  the  cavern  to 
the  roof,  and  are  accompanied  by  a 
load  report,  like  that  of  a  cannon.  It 
may  be  reached  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  &om  the  shore. 

At  Neuhaus,  a  solitary  cabaret  at 
the  end  of  the  lake,  abont  10  m.  from 
Thnn,  and  about  2  m.  from  Unterseen, 
the  passengers  are  landed.  A  long 
array  of  carriages,  porters,  guides, 
and  horses,  will  be  found  awaiting 
their  disembarkation  ;  also  a  diligence, 
which  runs  to  Inlerlacheu ;  fare  1  fr. 

NJ).  Travellers  bonnd  on  the  tour 
ef  the  Oberland  generally  ennge  an 
equipage  here  for  the  whole  journey, 
and  if  they  find  a  good  stoat  pair  of 
horses  there  is  economy  in  doing  so  ; 
since,  ^here  the  carriage-road  ceases, 
the  horses  are  taken  oat  and  used 
for  riding.  The  owner  will  provide 
saddles  and  act  as  guide,  puttmg  up 
his  carriage  until  his  return.  Thus,  if 
the  same  horses  are  coadnued  daring 
the  whole  journey,  and  brought  back 
to  Unterseen,  one,  or  even  two  days 
of  back  &re  are  saved 


i  Dnterseen,  a  thoroaghly  Swii* 
village  of  1000  Inhah.,  composed  (ex- 
cept the  Ckutit  on  the  market-place, 
and  SatAAaiu)  of  wooden  bouses,  many 
of  them  brown  from  age,  being  two 
centuries  old.  It  soSered  from  an 
inundation  Aug.  1851,  which  swept 
away  its  bridge  and  s«»ne  of  its  houses. ' 

It  is  situated  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  lakes  of  Than  and  Briens, 
whence  iu  name,  and  that  of  Inter- 
lachen,  both  signifying  "  between  the 
lakes."  <•  There  are  several  peoaions 
here,  where  the  charge  is  3  fr.  a-day  ; 
but  they  are  not  so  good  as  those  of 
Interlacbeu  ;  in  &ct,  they  are  alto- 
gether inferior  establlthinents,  cbi^y 
resorted  to  by  Germans  and  Swiss, 
and  the  hours  are  more  primitive, 
dinner  being  served  at  1." 

N.B,  Those  who  wish  to  make  the 
most  of  their  time,  and  intend  to  re- 
turn to  Thun,  will  torn  off  at  once 
&om  Unterseen  to  Lauterbrunnen, 
leaving  InCeriachen  (where  there  is 
nothing  particular  to  be  seen)  until 
their  return  from  Brieuz. 


put  up,  in  Int«rlaohen,  should  insiit 
on  bemg  driven  to  it,  and  not  be  de- 
terred by  being  told  that  "it  is  fiill" 
^a  common  trick  with  persons  inte- 
rested in  other  houses. 

i/n(eriQo*ni, /noi;  H.  de  Belvedere 
(Stehely'sX  escallBot.  H.  des  Alpes 
and  Caeaino  (HoJfetetters),  both  hotel 
and  pension,  the  largest  establishment 
here.  H.  d'lnterlachen,  (complaints  of 
this  house.  G.  C)  There  are  at  least 
a  dozen  pensions  or  boarding-houses 
here,  where  travellers  are  received  for 
one  day-,  paying  as  an  hotel,  or  for  a 
stay  of  5  or  even  3  days  en  pension,  at 
lower  charges.  The  charges  for  board 
and  lodging  vary  between  5  and  B  fr, 
a-day,  exclusive  of  wine.  The  princi- 
pal pensions  are  Striibe's.lBte  Miiller's ; 
-the  Caasino   (Pension  des  Alpes), 


very  obhging 


Hofstettera  ;  kept  by  a 
landlord,  and  affi^rds  as  j^txra  accom- 
modation as  any  in  the  place.  At 
most  of  these  houses  there  is  a  daily 
tabie-d'hote,  and  during  the  season 
balls  are  now  and  then  given  at  one 
or  other.    H.  de  U  JungfinM  (Suler 
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TolnntHT;  contributions  among  his 
countrymen- 
Very  good  laddie-horaei  may  be 
hired  at  Interlachen.  As  fix  sa 
LaateTtrniuien  and  Qrindelwald  there 
IB  a  good  cbiT-road,  and  the  saddle- 
hoises  may  be  ased  to  draw  die  chars. 
The  Suida  ue  not  under  proper  con- 
tiol  here,  and  are  apt  to  be  impertineiit 
and  extortionate.  In  the  eTent  of  mis- 
conduct there  is  no  remedy  but  to  ap- 
peal to  a  mairiBtrete,  who  is  probdily 


Interladi^i  ha*  fev  sights  or  Uons 
Cor  the  tourist  or  passing  traieller, 
who  need  not  slop  here,  nnless  he  re- 
quire to  rest  hiinBe]£  Its  beautiful 
position,  howeier,  on  a  little  plsin 
between  the  lakes,  in  foil  view  of  the 
Jnngfrau,  whose  snowy  smnmit  is 
Men  through  a  gsp  in  the  nunor  ohain 
of  Alps,  its  vicmity  to  nameroos  in- 
terMtmg  sites,  and  some  of  the  most 
plaaiing  ezcnrdons  in  Switierland, 
t(f;etlier  with  its  ezoeedtng  cheapness 
M  a  place  of  residence,  have  spread 
its  reputation  through  Europe,  and 
have  literalljr  oonverted  it  mto  »a 
English  colony,  two-thirds  of  the 
snauner  visitorg  being,  on  a  moderate 
compatatton,  of  our  nation,  who  have 
converted  the  place  into  a  lort  of 
Swiss  HarrogaCe.  The  rUlwe  itself, 
a  ooUcctiun  oif  i^tewashed  Todging- 
houses,  with  trim  green  blinds,  has 
nothing  Swiss  in  il^  character.  Still, 
however,  though  no  lor^er  a  place  of 
retirement,  Inlerlachen  must  not  be 
diniaragedi  its  almost  endless  walks 
and  rides,  its  boating  parlies  on  the  two 
Idles,  its  piraiics  and  balls,  would,  in 
the  society  offrioids,  sJI<»d  amnse- 
ment  for  a  season.  In  front  of  the 
lodging-houses  rung  a  magnificent 
avenue  of  walnnt-beeB,  most  inviting 
finm  its  cool  shade.  The  wooded 
tlopea  of  the  Harder,  a  hill  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Aar,  rend(n«d 
accessible  by  easy  paths,  commanding 
a  deli^tfol  view,  and  tlie  old  oastle 
of  Unspannen,  are  within  the  distance 
of  a  walk  eren  for  ladies  ;  while  the 
Qiesbach  &Ila,  I^Dterbmnnen,  with 
the  Staubbach,  and  Orindelwald  with 
its  glaciers,  are  within  a  short  morn- 
ing^ row  or  ride.  They  are  deacribed 
in  the  following  tour  of  the  Oberland. 
There  is  a  Subscription  StadiHg-room 
and  IJbrarj  here,  at  which  "The 
I^es  "  and  "  Oalignani "  ore  talun  in. 
The  Englith  Clnrck  Strvloe  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  in  the  Old 
chorch  by  an  iBnclisfa  clergyman,  for 
whan  a  «maU  sbpend  ia  fonned  bj 


terbrtmuien,  is  about  2^  hours'  walk  —  . 
Eng.  m.— a  drive  of  1^  h.  The  road 
is  practicable  for  the  carriages  of  the 
oounlry.  After  paaaing  a  traft  of 
verdant  mesdow-land,  on  which  nest 


are  periodically  held,  the  ro«d  passes 
on  toe  rt,  the  Cattle  of  Unspunnen:  it 
is  in  a  very  dilapidated  stale,  but  a 
square  tower,  wiUi  a  flanking  round 
tnrret,  rise  picturesquely  above  the 
brushwood  anrrounding  them.  It  is 
the  repnted  residence  of  Manfi'ed,  and 
its  position  in  front  of  the  high  Alps 
renders  it  not  nnlikely  that  Byron 
may  have  had  it  in  bis  eye.  The  rmt 
owners  of  the  castle  w«re  the  bartMW 


lords  of  the  whole 
Obcriand,  from  tile  Grimsel  to  tlie 
Gemmi  Burkaid,  the  last  nude  de- 
soendant  of  this  fiunily,  had  a  hean- 
tijnl  and  only  daughter,  Ida,  who  was 
beloved  by  a  youi^  knight  attacfaed 
to  tiie  Court  of  Bercfatokl  of  Zsh- 
ringen,  between  whom  and  Bnrkard 
a  deadly  fend  had  long  subsisted. 
Under  six^  dranmstaDCes  the  yonth- 
M  Bndolph  of  Wadens^wyl,  dcf^oir- 
ing  of  obtaining  tiie  thther's  consent 
to  their  miion,  scaled  the  castle-wall* 
by  ni|^t,  carried  Ida  of^  and  made 
her  his  bride.  Many  years  of  bloodr 
strife  between  the  two  parties  followed 
this  event.  At  leiu^  Budolph,  tak- 
iiig  his  infont  son  by  Ida  alm^  with 
him,  presented  himsdf,  unarmed  and 
without  attendants,  to  B<irkard,  in  the 
midst  of  hia  stronghtdd.  Such  an 
appeal  to  the  old  nan's  aSeotitma  and 
generosity  wm  imsistiUe  j  he  mdted 
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into  tears,  for^t  his  wtodkii,  and,  re- 
ceJTinc  Iiis  cbitdren  into  bis  bosom, 
nude  Kadotph's  Bon  tbe  b^  of  hii 
TuC  poseessioQB.  At  tbe  tjme  of  the 
mK^dli&tioD,  the  old  baron  had  aaid, 
"  Let  this  Aa.y  be  for  ever  celebrated 
among  ns  i"  aad  mral  game*  were  in 
consequence,  for  manj  fears,  held  on 
the  spot.  These  were  rented  in  1805 
•Od  1806,  and  conaiated  of  c^aanio 
exerciaes,  wrestUng,  pitdung  the 
stone,  &C;,  in  which  the  natives  of 
the  different  cautona  conteniied  with 
ooe  another,  while  spectators  from 
fax  and  near  collected  ob  a  natural 
amphitheatre.  A  huffe  fiwnteDt  of 
rock,  weighing  184  Iba.,  which  was 
hailed  10  ft.  by  an  athlete  from  Ap- 
peuell,  ns;  sOli  be  seen  half  buried 
in  the  gronnd. 

Aboie  Unepannen  riaei  tho  hill  of 
Abeodb^^,  upon  which  a  Bmall  Him- 
pital  fi>r  l/u  aire  of  Cretim  (J  18)  has 
(Ken  establisbed  bjr  Dr.  Qoggenblihl, 
the  management  being  undertaken  hy 
filers  of  Chtirit^  from  Solmire. 

IiOaving  behind  the  villages  of 
Wjlderschwyl  and  KiubSnen,  whose 
inlutnMDtB  are  sadly  afflicted  with 
goitre  (§  19),  the  ro«d  plunges  into 
the  narrow  and  lavage  gorge  of  tbe 
torrent  Liitsofaine,  and  "ire  entw 
upon  a  range  of  scenes  beyond  all 
description  or  {ffevious  coaceptioB." 
Kot  far  up,  the  road  paaes  a  tpot  of 
evil  repute  ai  the  sMne  of  a  A«tri- 
cide — "jnat  the  place  fbr  inch  a  deed." 
It  -waa  marlced  Dj  an  ittscriptlon  in 
the  face  of  a  projecting  rock,  called, 
ftom  the  mnrder,  the  Evil  Stone 
(Boaa  Stein),  or  BnXlHr'i  Stone. 
Tha  recent  encroachments  of  the 
Tirer  npmi  the  road  have  readered  it 
ncceasary  to  blast  a  pcnrtion  of  the 
rock  in  older  to  widen  Ih«  carriage' 
way,  in  doing  which  the  inscri""~- 
has  been  displaced.  Tbe  mnri 
according  to  the  Uory,  was  lord  of 
the  Cas&  of  Rothaiflne,  whiiA  stood 
<n  tbe  oppoeitn  side  c^  the  valley. 
Stong  with  rsmorse,  he  fled  away 
from  the  sight  of  nan,  wandered  an 
outcast  among  the  wild*  like  Cain, 
and  pariahed  miBerablj. 


of  the  valley,  it  dividet  into  two 
branchei :  that  oo  the  L,  ftvm  which 
Hows  tbe  Black  LflHdune,  is  the  val- 
ley of  Grindelwald,  terminated  by  tbe 
-igantic  maia  and  evnlasting  snows  of 
ieWetterhorB(seep.T8)|  that  of  the 
:,  traversed  by  the  White  LUtsohine, 
i  the  valley  of  tlie  Lauterbronnen,  and 
ought  to  be  visited  first. 
The  valley  of  Lanterbmnnen  is 
remarkable  for  its  depth,  its  con- 
tracted width,  and  for  ^  predpicea 
of  limestone,  nearly  vertical,  iniich 
enclose  it  like  walls.  Its  name,  lite- 
rally  translated,  means  "nothing  Irat 
foantainsi"  aad  is  draived,  no  <£>ubt, 
from  the  nnnber  of  Btreamlets  which 
cast  tbrauelvea  headlong  fhtm  the 
brows  of  the  <i)m  into  the  valley 
below,  looking  at  a  diManoa  like  ho 
many  pendnlons  white  Uiresds. 

The  road  crosses  tbe  Liltschine 
under  the  base  of  a  colossal  precipice, 
called  Honnentlue,  whose  face  ilis< 
plays  mngolu'  contortions  in  tbe  lime- 
atone  strata.  If  the  olouda  permit, 
the  summit  of  the  Jiingfrau  now 
bursts  into  si^t;  and  soon  after,  lor- 
moimtlng  a  Bleep  slope,  we  reach 

(SteuboekX  good;  20  horses  are  kept 

This  village  contains  abont  1350 
Inliab.,   dwelling    in    rustie    houses, 

scattered  widely  apart,  along  both 
banks  of  the  torrent.  It  lies  2450  fL 
above  tbe  sea,  so  aoak  between  nre- 
ciptcea  that,  in  summer,  the  sun  does 
not  appear  till  7  o'clock,  and  in  win- 
ter not  before  IB,  Only  the  hardier 
species  of  grain  grow  here,  and  the 
climate  is  almoBi  too  rou^  for  pears 
and  apples.  Abont  30  shoota  of  water 
dangle  from  the  ecfee  of  the  ramparts 
which  form  the  sides  of  the  valloy; 
and,  when  their  topi  are  enveloped  in 
clouds,  appear  to  burst  at  once  from 
the  sky;  raany  of  them  are  dried  np 
in  sammer.  These  minor  falls,  how- 
ever, are  all  eciipsed  by  that  of  the 
8taMaiA,  distant  about  ^  a  nule  from 
the  inn.  It  is  one  of  the  loftiest  falls 
aasnring  between  800 
height;  and  from  this 
._,  and  from  the  comparativelj 
11  bodj  of  water  fonning  it,  it  u 


Dnrope, 

900  feet 
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■hlveted  bj  tbe  wind  into  spraj  like 
dust  long  before  it  reaches  tbie  bottom 
(whence  Ha  name,  liurtdly,  Aut- 
stream). 

Struigers,  who  expect  in  the  Staub- 
bneh  the  roshing  and  roaring  rapidity 
of  a  cataract,  will  here  be  disaff- 
pointed;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
this  want  ia  atoned  fbr  by  other  beau- 
ties peculiar  to  this  fall  The  friction 
of  the  rock,  and  the  resistance  of  the 
air,  retard  the  deaoeot  of  the  water, 
giving  it,  when  seen  in  front,  the 
appearance  of  a  beauUful  lace  veil 
suspended  from  the  precipice,  and 
imitating,  in  ils  centre,  the  tbids  of 
the  draperv.  When  Tery  full,  it 
shoots  out  from  the  rock,  and  is  bent 
by  the  wind  into  flickeriiiK  undula- 
tions. Byron  has  described  it  admi- 
rably, both  in  prose  and  verse: — 

"The  torrent  is  in  shape,  curving 
over  the  rock,  like  the  tail  of  a  white 
liorse  streaming  in  the  wind — such  as 
it  might  be  c<Hkceived  would  be  that  of 
the  '  pale  horae '  on  which  Death  is 
mounted  in  the  Apocalypse.  It  is 
neither  mist  nor  water,  but  a  some- 
thing between  both  :  ile  immense 
heiglit  gives  it  a  wave  or  carve— a 
spi^ading  here  or  condension  there 
—  wonderful     and    indescribable."  — 


A^  u  Mil  Cm,  like  llu  pila  toana't  uTl, 


MiBt/red. 

The  Stanbbach  is  seen  to  perfecdon 
before  noon,  when  the  iris  formed  by 
the  sun  falling  full  upon  it,  "like  a 
rainbow  come  down  to  pay  a  visit — 
moving  as  you  move,"  and  the  shadow 
of  the  wattr  on  the  face  of  the  rock, 
jdve  an  additioneJ  interest.  At  other 
tunes  it  is  as  well  seen  from  the  inn 
as  from  the  nearest  point  which  can  be 
readied  without  becoming  drenched 
with  spray.  Wordsworth  has  called 
ifaheavenbom  water&ll;"  and  when 
the  clouds  are  low  and  rest  on  the 
sidea  of  the  valley,  it  literally  appears 
to  leap  from  the  sky.  In  wmter, 
when  the  torrent  is  nearly  arrested 


by  tbe  frost,  a  vast  pyramid  of  ice 
is  formed  by  the  dripping  of  the  water 
from  above,  increasing  gradually 
upwards  in  the  manner  of  a  stalag- 
mite, until  the  colossal  icicle  reaclMS 
nearly  half  way  up  Ihe  precipice. 
Then  is  a  smaOer  upper-tall  Mote 
the  one  seen  from  Lauterbrunnen. 
A  footpath  leads  up  to  it  in  {  of  an 
hour,  but  few  think  it  worUi  the 
trouble  of  the  ascent. 

Upper  Valley  of  Laaterbrtmn. 
"  Of  the  multitudes  who  visit  Iau- 
terbrunn,  a  very  small  proportitm 
trouble  themaelves  to  explore  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley.  The  taH  of 
the  Schmadrittach  is  quite  a  sufficient 
object  for  a  day's  excursion ;  being,  in 
truth,  inferior  lo  few  in  Switzerland. 
It  is  a  large  body  of  water,  which, 
issuing  from  the  glacier,  throws  itself 
immediatelv  over  a  precipice  of  great 
height,  and  again  mak^  two  more 
leaps,  of  inferior  height,  but  great 
beauty,  before  reaching  the  bottom  of 
the  valley.  Horses  can  go  for  about 
two  hours  from  Lauterbrunn  to  the 
hamlet  of  Trachsel  Lauinen,  opposite 
which  will  be  seen  the  remains  of  an 
avalanche,  called  by  the  same  najne, 
which  falls  annually  &om  the  Jimg- 
frau,  and  spreads  its  ruins  over  a 
surface  of  many  hundred  acres.  As 
hour  farther,  iu  which  there  ia  a  steep 
ascent  to  be  surmounted,  stands  a 
single  chllet,  near  the  foot  of  tbe 
lower  tall;  from  which  there  is  *  an 
hour's  sharp  ascent  to  the  foot  of  tbe 
upper  falL  Deciduous  trees  cease 
below  Trachsel  Lauineui  thence  to 
the  fall,  the  way  lies  generally  through 
pine  forests,  and  the  pastur^e  is 
abundant  to  a  much  greater  height. 
High  above  tower  the  summits  of  the 
chsjn,  which,  branching  from  the 
JuDgfrau,  is  continued  in  an  unbroken 
line  of  ice  to  the  Geromi." 

"  On  returning,  the  curious  liule 
cascade  of  tbe  'Triinundbach,  issnii^ 
from  a  deep  ravine  under  the  Joi^ 
&au,  may  be  visited.  The  W.  ram- 
part of  the  valley  is  fringed  with 
cascades  resembling  the  Staubbach, 
of  which  the  Miirrenbach  is  moat 
conspicuona," 
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dependentlj  of  the  Tiew  of  the  Jong- 
trvL,  aod  other  nants  of  the  Bernese 
chftin  (iinriTalled,  owing  to  its  proxi- 
mit^r  to  these  Bublime  objects),  it  is 
from  the  Wengern  Alp  th«t  the  ava- 
Unchea  are  seen  and  heard  inereateBt 
perfection,  and  no  one  should  abandon 
the  Expedition  without  an  eflbrC  The 
path  is  practicable  for  mules,  and  h 
about  14  m.  long  (4  hrs.  good  walk- 
ing) )  '>"(  on  horseback,  from  Its 
ateepneas,  ita  great  elevation,  and  the 
time  spent  in  enjoying  the  riew  from 
the  top,  it  occupies  about  6  bra.,  in- 
cluding a  halt  at  the  sumojit.  It U con- 
stantly traversed  by  ladies  on  horse- 
back, or  even  in  a  chaise  iL  porteur 
(§  9).  N.B.— The  descent  to  lanter- 
brunn  from  tbo  Wengern  is  tery  ar- 
duone  and  steep. 

idle-path  tnma  off  neariy  oppo- 


The  pass  of  the  Diindengrat  is  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  26.  The  pass  of  ^e 
Tschingel  glacier  in  Kle.  27.  Lan- 
terbnumen  is  the  starting  ^int  for 
both  these  interesting  excursions. 

JOBASS  Lanener,  of  Lanterbmnnea, 
IB   a   very  good  guide.    His  brother 
Utrich  is  also  good. 
Zauierfniamen  lo  Orindelaald,  —  a.  By 
tkecharroad.  h.  By  tlie  Wengern  Alp, 

A  horse  Ear  the  excnrsion  from 
Interlacben  is  charged  IS  C 

a.  B^  the  high-road  the  time  occu- 
pied in  going  to  Grindelwald  is  abont 
S^  tu-3. — the  distance  about  12  m.; 
but  this  route  should  be  taken  only 
by  those  who  can  neither  ride  nor 
walk,  or  who  prefer  the  ease  of  a 
char-&-banc  lo  aialanches,  Alps,  and 
fatigue—  or  in  case  of  bad  or  clondy 
weather.  It  is  necesssry  (o  return 
down  the  valley  as  far  as  the  Zwei- 
Latschinen,  then,  crossing  the  White, 
to  ascend,  by  the  side  of  the  Black 
Latachine — a  toilsome  sleep,  through 
a  gloomy  valley,  closed  up  by  &e 
precipices  of  the  Wetterhom  and  the 
peaks  of  the  Eigher.  Nearer  to  Grin- 
delwald the  two  glaciers  appear  in 
sight  (p.  76). 

TTie   traveller   in   the    Oberland  is 


onering  him  strawberries,  or  flowers, 
or  crystals, — olhera  with  no  olher 
excuse  but  their  poverty,  not  unfre- 
qnently  united  to  goitre  and  cretinism, 
as  an  additional  recommendation  to 
the  compassion  of  strangers.  Everv 
cottage  sends  forth  its  ragged  crowds 
of  dishevelled  and  unshod  chitdren; 
behind  every  rock  is  an  ambuscade 
of  native  minatrela,  who,  drawn  up 
in  line,  assail  the  passers-by  with  the 
discordant  strains  of  their  shrill  voices. 
"They    beset    the    devious    footway 


just  like  a  train  of  gunpowder,  which 
only  awaited  mj  approach  to  ex- 
plode."— Latrobe. 

b.  In  fine  weather  there  is   not  a 

more  interesdng  or  exciting  journey 

amoi^  the  Alps  than  that  over  the 

Wengern  Alp,  or  Later  Sdieideolt,    In- 

[8,cit,.l 


site  the  gtaubbach,  and  after  crossing 
the  river  ascends  sleep  zigEBgs,  which 
lead  out  of  the  valley  of  Lauter- 
brunnen,  in  order  to  surmount  the 
ridge  separating  it  tnaa  that  of  Grin- 
delwald. After  nearly  an  hour  of  teil- 
some  ascent,  passing  ^e  houses  of  a 
scattered  hamlel,  it  reaches  a  more 
gradual  slope  of  meadow  land.  Th« 
valley  of  Lauterbrunn,  beneath  whose 
precipices  Ihe  traveller  has  previously 
crept  with  some  little  awe,  presents 
from  this  height  the  aspect  of  a  mere 
trench ;  the  Staubbaeh  is  reduced  to 
a  thin  thread,  and  its  upper  fell,  and 

final  leap,  are  exposed  to  view  and 
looked  down  upon. 

The  path  winds  round  the  shoulder 
of  the  hill,  and  then  crosses  Ihe  mea- 
dows advancing  towards  Ihe  Jungf rau, 
which  now  rises  in  front  of  the  spec- 
tator, with  its  vast  expanse  of  snow 
and  glacier,  in  all  its  magnificence. 
Not  only  its  amnmit,  but  all  Che  mass 
of  the  mountain  above  the  level  of  the 
spectator,  is  white  with  pe^ietual 
snow  of  virgin  purity,  which  breaks 
off  abruptly  at  the  edge  of  a  black 


VMigeru  Alp.    It  appears  to  be  within 
^-shot  of  the  spectator— BO  colossal 
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About  half  an  bonc'e  walk  below 
the  summit,  whicb  is  called  Manlicb, 
a  rusdc  bat  very  tolerable  /nn,  H.  de 
la  Jungfraa,  conlaining  1*  beds  to 
accommodate  straugerB  wbo  choose 
to  await  the  sunrise  at  this  eleration, 
has  been  built  ou  the  brow  of  Ibe 
raTine,  ^350  ft.  above  the  sea-level, 
directly  facing  tbe  Jungfrau.  From 
this  pomt  tbe  mountain  is  best  eeen, 
as  well  as  tbe  avalanches  descending 
from  it.  The  precipice  before  alluded 
to,  which  forms  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tain, is  channelled  with  furrows  or 
grooves,  down  which  the  avalanches 
descend.  Thej  are  most  numerous 
a  little  afKr  noon,  when  the  son  and 
wind  exercise  the  greatest  influence 
on  Ihe  glacier  in  loosening  masses  of 
it,  and  causing  them  to  break  off. 

The  attention  la  first  arrested  b;  a 
distant  roar,  not  unlike  thunder,  and 
in  half  a  minute,  a  gush  of  white 
powder,  resembling  a  small  cataract, 
is  perceived  issuing  out  of  one  of  tbe 
uj^er  grooves  or  gulliesi  it'then  sinks 
inh>  a  low  fissure,  and  is  lost  onl; 
to  reappear  at  a  lower  BUge  some 
hundr^  feet  below;  soon  after  an- 
other roar,  and  a  fresh  gush  from  a 
lower-  gully,  till  the  mass  of  ice,  reach- 
ing tbe  lowest  step,  is  precipitated 
into  the  gulf  below.  By  watehing  at- 
tentively the  sloping  white  aide  of  the 
Jungfrau,  the  separation  of  tbe  friif;- 
ment  of  ice  from  the  mass  of  the 
glacier  which  produces  this  thunder, 
may  be  seen  at  tbe  moment  when  dis- 
engaged and  before  tbe  sound  reaches 
the  ear.  Sometimes  it  merely  slides 
down  over  the  surface,  at  others  it 
turns  over  in  a  cake;  but  in  an  instant 
after  it  disappears,  is  shattered  to 
atoms,  and,  in  passing  through  the 
different  gullies,  is  ground  to  powder 
BO  tine,  that,  as  it  issnes  from  the 
lowest,  it  looks  like  a  handful  of  meal; 
and  particles  reduced  by  friction  to 
the  consistence  of  dust,  rise  in  a  cloud 
of  vapour.  Independent  of  the  sound, 
which  is  an  avrful  interruption  of  tbe 
silence  usually  prevailing  on  the  high 
Alps,  there  is  nothing  grand  or  stri- 
ing  in  these  falling  masses:  and,  in- 
deed, it  ia  difficult,  at  first,  to  believe 
that    these    echoing   thunders    ariAe 


from  so  slight  a  cause  in  appearance. 

Tbe  spectator  must  bear  in  mind  that 
at  each  discharge  whole  tons  of  ice  are 
hurled  down  the  mountain,  and  that 
tbe  apparently  insignificant  white  dust 
is  made  up  of'^blocks  capable  of  sweep- 
ing away  whole  foresta,  did  any  occur 
in  its  course,  and  of  overwhelmiog 
houses  and  villages.  During  the 
early  part  of  tbe  summer  three  or 
four  snch  discharges  may  be  seen  in 
an  hour;  in  cold  weather  they  are  legs 
numerons ;  in  the  autumn  scarcely 
any  occur.  The  avalanches  finally 
descend  into  the  valley  of  Trumcle- 
tbe  deep  and  uninhabited  r 


falls  into  the  Lut- 
schine,  a  little  above  lAuterbrunnen. 
A  part  of  Lord  Byron's  "Manfred" 
was  either  written  or  mentally  com- 
posed on  the  Wengem  Alp,  in  full 
view  of  the  Jungfrau,  and  (he  says  in 
his  Journal)  within  hearing  of  its 
avalnDchea. 

"Ascended  theWengem  mountain; 
left  the  horses,  took  (uT  my  coat,  and 
went  to  the  summit.  On  one  aide 
our  view  comprised  the  Jungfrau, 
with  all  her  glaciers;  then  the  Dent 
d' Argent,  shining  like  truth  -,  then  the 
Little  Giant,  and  the  Great  Gianti  and 
last,  not  least,  the  Wetterhom.  The 
height  of  the  Jungfrau  is  11,000  feet 
above  thevaDer.  Heard  the  avalanches 
falling  every  five  minutes  nearly. 

"  The  clouds  rose  from  the  opposite 
valley,  curling  up  perpendicular  pre- 
cipices, like  me  foam  of  the  ocean  of 
hell  during  a  spring  tide— it  was 
white  and  sulphury,  and  immeasur- 
ably deep  in  appearance.  The  aide 
we  ascended  was  not  of  ao  precipitoua 
anature;  but, on  arriving  at  the  sum- 
mit, we  looked  down  upon  the  other 
side  upon  a  boiling  sea  of  cloud,  dash- 
ing against  the  crags  on  which  we 
stood — these  crags  on  one  side  quite 
perpendicular,  hi  passing  the  massea 
of  snow,  I  matte  a  snowbaQ,  and  pelted 
Hobhouse  with  it." — Skiss  JoamaL 
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GKIHDELWALD. 


CmkwiOiaJrtjmaittmJIia;  botTcpiK, 

And  dbI;  lUI  OB  Uiinntbit  itiU  wddA  liic; 
On  tlw  jonng  flouiiifkiTif(  Ibnat,  or  the  hot 
IsA  hamlot  of  tba  lunnlcH  *ilUc«r. 
The  BiiMi  luil  up  ucDnd  th«  [Uclgn  \  e&iidi 
Site  cmtlhtg  fu  benCKlh  &«,  whilA  mjid  ml- 

LHufa^ijTamlht  niwi  acta*  tf  tap  haUl" 

About  2  miles  bejond  tbe  iim  the 
semmit  of  the  pass  is  atuined,  6280 
ft.  aboTe  the  sea-leseL  Near  it  there 
is  ft  chiUet,  built  alRO  to  serve  as  an 
inn,  but  now  closed  (1851).  The  view 
feuQ  the  top  i>  very  fine,  inclndlng, 
besides  the  Jnngfrsu,  the  Monch,  tlM 
two  Bighers,  and  the  Wetterhom. 
The  Jttngfraii,  or  Vi^in,  received  its 
name  either  from  the  iingnllied  wuity 
of  the  snow,  or  because  (till  latelj) 
its  crest  had  nerer  been  reached  or 
troddea  b;  human  foot  She  has  now 
lost  ber  daim  to  the  title  on  the  latter 
score,  llie  highest  peak  having  been 
attained  in  1828,  by  6  peasants,  boia 
Griudelvrald;  and,  in  August,  1841,  b; 
H.  Agasaix,  of  Nench&tel,  accompanied 
bj  Profeewr  Forbes,  of  Edinburgh, 
and  a  Swiss  and  JIVench  gentleman. 
The  course  thay  pursued  was  b^  the 
Ober-Aar-Glacier  to  that  of  Viesch, 
and  then  b;  following  up  tbe  Aletscb 

5 lacier  from  the  lake  MoriL  The 
nngfrSiU  is  the  eighth  in  height  of 
all  Enropenn  mountains,  rising  to  an 
ekratioD  of  l.t,T18  ft.  above  the  sea- 
lereL  The  Silber-homer  ace,  pro- 
wtIj  speafcing,  inferior  peaks  of  the 
Inngfran.  Farther  on  appear  the 
Hom^  or  Klein  Eigher,  13,498  ft., 
and  the  Qteat  Eigher  (Giant),  13,070 
ft.  On  approaching  Grmdenvrald,  the 
Sehr«ckhom  (Peak  of  Terror),  13,386 
ft.,  comes  into  sighL  The  sharp, 
oMdle-fbrmed  point  of  the  Fiuater- 
Aarhom,  the  highest  of  the  group, 
14,106  ft.  above  Ae  sea-level,  is  onfy 
visible  at  intervals  peering  above  his 
brethren.  The  gbuners,  which  cling 
aroDDd  these  peaks,  and  SU  up  the 
depressions  between  them,  extend 
without  inteiTUption  from  ike  Jung- 
traa  to  tbe  Orunsel,  and  from  Grin- 
delwald  in  canton  Berne,  nearly  to 
Brieg  in  the  VdllaiB,  The  extent  of 
this  glacier  has  been  calculated  at  115 
square  miles,  or  about  one-sixth  of  all 
the  ^aciers  among  the  Alps. 


The  descent  from  tbe 


cbUet 


ine  descent  trom  tbe  upper  cbUet 
to  Grindelwaid  takes  up  about  3  hrs. 
Tbe  path  is  steep  and  difficult,  nrewa 
with  fallen  rucks,  and  for  20  am.  lies 
over  marshv  ground.  Itpasseswilhin 
sight  of  a  forest*  mown  down  by  the 
fall  of  avalanches.  The  trunks,  ln^>ken 
short  off  close  to  the  ground,  still 
stand  hke  stubble  left  by  the  scythe. 
Byron  describes  "whole  woods  of 
withered  pines— all  withered ;  trunks 
stripped  and  harkless;  branehes  life- 
leas;  done  by  a  single  winter— their 


my  family."  From  the  chalets  of 
Bustigebi,  halfway  down,  a  visit  may 
be  made  (with  a  guide  in  2^  hrs.,  de- 
scending thence  to  Grindelwaid  in  1 ) 
to  the  cavern  called  Jfrf;™Aoim,  which 
conmiands  the  best  view  of  the  Loirer 
Grindelwaid  glacier  and  its  surround- 
ing peaks. 

In  descending  into  the  valley,  the 
Wetterhom  is  seen  in  front,  and  on 
the  L  the  Faulhom,  surmounted  by 
an  inn,  like  that  on  tbe  Bigbi,  which 
furnishes -'-■■*  ' ' 


dfor 


the  ssike  of 


tbe  SI 


the  celebrated  panoramic  view  (p.  77), 
On  tbe  rt.,  low  down,  appears  the 
white  upper  glacier  of  Grindelwaid, 
issuing  out  of  a  gorge,  on  a  level  with 
the  habitations  of  the  valley.  Tra- 
vellers, instead  of  proceediug  at  once 
to  Grindelwaid,  usually  skirt  along 
tbe  base  of  the  mountain,  in  rader  to 
visit  this  glacier  on  their  way. 

(JKwfehcaJdl— /tms.-  Adler— Ea^e, 
at  tbe  E,  endj  Bir— Bear,  at  Iha  T^. 
of  the  village;  both  good.  They  are 
more  than  a  mile  distant  from  tbe 
loner  gUcier:  in  summer  they  are 
often  very  fall,  so  that  it  is  advisable 
to  send  on  beforehand  to  secure  beds; 
room  14  F.  fr.  I  supper,  table-dTiote  at 
T,  3  F.  fr. ;  breakfast  with  capital 
honey,  lA  F.  fr. 

The  vfilage  of  Grindeiwald,  con- 
sisting of  pictnresque  wooden  cottages, 
widely  scattered  over  (he  valley,  stands 
at  a  height  of  3250  ft.  above  the  sea, 
from  wUoh  canse,  and  jrom  its  vici- 
nitv  to  the  glaciers,  the  climate  of  the 
valley  is  cold,  and  unstable  even  in 
whicb  Mr.  Bmud  bu  ^von  tn  ad- 
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summer.  IM  ioliabitants  ore  chiefly 
emplojed  in  rearing  cattle,  of  which 
6000  head  are  fed  on  the  neighbouring 
pastnres.  Some  of  the  peasanta  act 
as  guides.  The  Grindelwald  guides. 
Christian  Bleurer,  Peter  Baumann, 
Hildbraud  Burgner,  are  highly  renom- 
mended  for  difficult  mountain  excur- 
wODB.  The  younger  females  pick  up 
a  few  bats  by  singing  Kani  deV  aches 


jrs — occnpations 


tl  of  the  children 


ling  fro, 


the  influx  of  strangers  into  the  valley, 
which  has  exercised  an  injurious  in- 
fluence upon  its  morals  and  ancient 
simplicity  of  manners. 

Grindclwald  owes  its  celebrity,  as  a 
place  of  resort  for  traTellers,  to  the 
grandeur  of  ^e  mountains  which  sor- 
ronnd  it,  and  to  its  twoG/aofers  (§  17), 
which,  as  they  descend  into  the  very 
bottom  of  the  valley  below  the  level 
of  the  Tillage,  and  almost  within  a 
Stone's-throw  of  human  habitations, 
are  more  easily  accessible  here  than 
in  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  Three 
gigantic  mountains  form  the  8.  side 
of  the  Yfllley— the  Eighcr,  or  Giant; 
the  Mettenberg  (Middle  Mountain), 
which  is,  in  fact,  the  base  or  pedestal 
of  the  magnificentpeak  called  Schrecb- 
hom;  and  the  Wetlerhom  (Feali  of 
Tempests),  at  the  upper  '  " 
tween  these  three  mounts: 

f^.aciers  of  Grindelwald 
bey  are  branches  of  that  vast  field 
or  ocean  of  ice  menlioaed  aboie  as 
occupying  the  table-]and  and  high 
Talleyi  amidst  the  Bernese  Alps,  tatd 
being  pushed  downwards  by  the  COQ- 
_^ — a..  I --^ g  abote,  de- 


scend'far  below  tlie  line  of  perpetual 
snow  CJ  17). 

Their  chief  beauty  arises  from  their 
being  bordered  by  feresis  of  Br,  which 
form,  as  it  were,  a  graceful  ftonge  to 
the  white  ice,  white  the  green  pas- 
tures, with  which  they  are  almost  in 
contact  near  the  base,  contrast  agree- 
ably with  their  frozen  peaks.  Though 
inferior  in  extent  to  those  of  Cha- 
mouni,  of  the  Aar  and  of  Aletsch, 
the  traveller  who  has  even  seen  tbem 
will  do  well  to  explore  the  Glaciers  of 
Grindelwald.  TAe  Lwer  Glacier,  also 
called  the  smaller,  althongh  four  times 


as  large  as  the  upper  one,  forces  its 
way  out  between  the  Eigher  and 
Mettenberg,  and  its  solid  icebergs  de- 
scend to  a  point  only  3200  fbet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  A  path  ascends 
along  its  left  maivin,  beneath  the 
precipices  of  the  Mettenberg,  com- 
manmng  a  most  interesting  view  of 
the  bristling  minarets  of  ice,  rising 
in  the  most  various  and  fantastic 
shapes. 

"  A  visit  to  the  Lower  Glacier  is 
one  of  the  pleasantest  excursions  on 
the  Alpsi  short,  occupying  5  hrs.  on 
the  whole,  including  1  on  the  ice,  and 
not  &tiguing.  It  is  not  good  for  timid 
persons,  as  the  path  skirls  some  for- 
midable precipices;  but  it  is  taken  by 
ladies,  who  may  ride  on  horseback  for 
the  first  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
and  be  conveyed  the  rest  of  the  way  in 
a  chaise  i  porteur.  It  ofiers  to  those 
who  cannot  mount  the  heights  one  of 
the  grandest  and  wildest  glacier  views 
imaginable,  the  cultivated  valley  being 
completely  hidden,  and  nothingvisible 
but  the  enormous  peaks  of  theEigher, 
Schreckhom,  Viescherhomer,  &c., 
which  form  a  superb  amphitheatre, 
finer,  perhaps,  than  the  view  &om  the 
Montanvert."— A.  T.  M. 

The  giacier,  which  is  narrow  at  the 
bottom,  gradually  widens,  and  B|4«adB 
out  into  what  is  called  the  Sea  of  Ice 
(Eismeer),  where  its  surface,  thongh 
traversed  by  crevices,  is  less  shattered 
than  below.  The  best  view  of  it  is 
from  the  grotto  called  Nellenbttlm. 
Strangers  should  not  venture  upon 
the  ice  without  a  guide.  In  1821, 
M.  MouTon,  a  cletvyman  of  Tevay, 
was  tost  in  one  of  the  crevices.  Sus- 
picions were  entertained  that  the 
guide  who  accompanied  him  had  mur- 
dered him,  and  search  was  imme- 
diately commenced  fiir  the  body. 
After  12  days  of  fruitless  atleropta, 
it  was  At  length  drawn  out  of  an 
abyss  in  the  ice,  said  to  have  been 
TOO  ft  deep  (?),  by  a  guide  named 
Burguenen,  who  was  let  down  from 
above  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  by  a 
rope  with  a  laolem  tied  to  his  neck. 
He  was  twice  drawn  up  withont 
having  been  able  to  find  it,  nearly 
exhaosted  for  want  of  air;  the  third  . 
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time  he  returned  vith  it  in  hia  azna. 
It  was  much  bruised,  and  sereral  linibs 
were  broken,  so  as  to  lead  to  the 
belief  that  liie,  ur  at  least  seiuatiDn, 
had  departed  before  be  reached  the 
bottom ;  but  the  watch  and  the  purse 
of  the  unfortunate  man  were  Fonnd 
upon  him,  so  that  the  susfHCiDns  re- 
gardiDf  the  guide  were  proved  to  be 
groundlc£S.  He  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  Grindelwald. 

On  the  way  up  lo  the  Eismeer,  a 
singular  depression  in  the  rocks, 
cal^d  Martiasdrucri,  is  pointed  oat  to 
the  traveller,  and  opposite  Co  it,  in 
the  crest  of  the  Eigher,  a  small  hole, 
called  JfortnuIocA,  £rough  which  the 
sun's  rajs  shine  twice  a-vear.  Once 
OO  a  time,  according  to  the  tradition, 
die  basin  now  occupied  bv  the  Eis- 
meer was  filled  with  a  lake,  but  the 
r»  between  the  Metteoberg  and 
Eigber  being  much  narrower  than 
at  present,  the  outlet  from  it  was  con- 
stantly blocked  ap,  and  inundations 
prodoced,  which  ruined  the  fields  of 
the  peasants  in  the  valley  below.  At 
length  St.  Martin,  a  holy  giant,  came 
to  Uieir  rescue ;  he  seated  nimself  on 
the  Mettenberg,  resting  his  staff  on 
the  Eigher,  and  then,  with  one  lusly 
heave  of  his  brawny  bock,  not  only 
burst  open  the  present  wide  passage 
between  the  two  mountains,  but  left 
the  marks  of  his  seat  on  the  one,  and 
drove  bta  walking-sUck  right  through 
the  other. 

The  Upper  Glacier  may  be  visited 
in  going  over  die  Scheidmsk. 
Ascent  of  the  Faulhora. 

The  Faolhom  is  a  mountain  8140 
ft.  above  the  sea-level,  situated  be- 
tween the  vollev  of  Grindelwald  and 
the  lake  of  Bnenz,  and  commanding, 
from  its  summit,  an  excellent  near 
view  over  the  nei^bouring  chain  of 
Bernese  Alps.    On  this  ''  ' 
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fiitigue  of  the  ascent,  chairs  may  be 
hired  at  the  inns,  with  capital  bearers, 
i  to  each  chair,  at  6  fr.  each ;  or  if 
the  party  sleep  on  the  Fanlhom,  9  fr. 
The  mn  on  the  summit,  which  ii  only 
tenanted  for  4  months  ■rf'  the  year,  and 
is  totally  abandoned  in  October,  aObrds 
3  veiy  lolerab' 
2  bed-Fooms,  i 


L  Uie  I 


!,  like 


!   Bighi,  by  niimerona   partie 
traveUers. 

"For  an  excursion  up  the  Faul- 
hom,  the  horses  that  have  brought 
travellers  to  Grindelwald  may  be 
used.  For  ladies  who  do  not  ride, 
and  are  yet  willing   to  undergo  the 


h  are  hardly  com' 
'  pensaled  to  ladies  by  the  ancertatK 
I  tfeauty  of  the  early  view  of  the  gU- 
[  ciers ;  for  gentlemen  the  qnarters  ire 
.  good  enoogh.  The  ascent  from  Grin- 
delwald is  totally  free  from  danger, 
and  not  v«y  difiicult.  It  may  be 
made  in  less  than  5  hrs.,  and  the  de- 
scent in  3^  The  larder  of  mine 
host  is  not  well  furnished,  and  the 
charges  are  high;  25  cents,  for  the 
stove  in  the  principal  room :  those 
who  require  lea  should  lake  it  with 
them.  The  path  leads  over  the  Bach 
Alp,  by  the  side  of  a  small  lake,  1000 
ft.  below  the  summiL  The  view  of 
the  Bernese  Alps  from  the  top  forms 
the  chief  feature  of  the  panorama, 
which  in  this  respect,  and  from  the 
proximity  of  the  faulhoru  to  those 
snowy  giants,  far  surpasses  the  pros- 
pect from  the  BTghi.  On  the  othet 
hand,  though  the  lakes  of  Thua  and 
Briens  are  both  visible,  only  a  small 
strip  of  each  appears,  which  is  but  a 
poor  equivalent  for  the  wide  expanse 
of  blue  water  which  bathes  the  foot 
of  the  Righi.  "  Our  party  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  witness  a  storm  on 
the  Faulhorn :  the  effect  was  mag- 
nificenti  we  were  at  intervals  enve- 
loped in  clouds,  which  hid  everything 
from  us{  but  fi'oin  time  to  time  the 
sky  became  clear,  giving  us  the  full 
view  of  the  neighbouring  Alps.  To 
heighten  the  grandeur  (?  the  scene, 
we  had  four  times  the  eflfect  of  the 
'  mirage,'  seeing  distinctly  the  spectres 
of  our  whole  party,  10  persons,  in  the 
clouds,  once  surrounded  by  a  double 
circular  rainbow."    1841. — De  S. 

There  is  a  footpath  from  the  top  of 
the  Faulbom,  passing  the  waterfaU  of 
the  Gieabacb  above  the  Lake  of  Brienz : 
the  distance  is  about  14  miles,  but  it 
is  difficult  and  eveu  dangerous,  slightly 


78 


ROUTE  25. — BERNESE  OBEELAND. 


r  scheideck:.     Sect  I. 


mailed,  and  not  t<i  be  Btlempted 
withoutaguide."— J.G.C.  TraTeUers 
about  to  cross  the  Scheideck  need 
not  return  to  Oriodelwald,  but  turn- 
ing to  the  I.  at  the  Bach  Alp,  may 
fbuow  B  path  which  will  bring  them 
down  upon  the  gummit  of  the  Schei- 
deofc,  elose  to  the  Ina,  on  the  way  to 
Bolenlaoi. 


Tj  hrg.  ^  about  20  Eog.  m.  On 
horseback,  for  ladiei,  it  is  a  ride  of  at 
least  10  hours,  includiitg  balts- 

Beyond  Qrindelwald  Ihe  char  road 
ceases,  and  those  who  cannot  travel  on 
horseback  or  on  foot  can  reach  Mey- 
ringen  only  by  going  up  the  lake  of 
Brieaz,  retnromg  first  to  loterlachen. 

An  hoar's  walk  up  the  valley  from 
Grindelwald,  and  a  slight  detour,  to 
the  rt.  of  the  direct  path  to  Meyrin- 
gen,  leads  to  the  Upper  QIacier.  It 
does  not  materially  differ  fi-om  the 
one  below,  nor  is  it  liner;  but  it  some- 
times has  a  larger  vault  of  ice  at  its 
lower  extremity.  These  two  glaciers 
are  the  chief  feeders  of  the  Black 
Lutschine. 

It  takes  3  hours  to  reach  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Scheideck  &om  Grindel- 
wald. The  ascent  is  eaay,  and  daring 
the  whole  of  it  the  Wetterhom  (Peak 
of  Tempests)  overhangs  the  path,  an 
object  of  stupendous  sublimity.  It 
risea  in  one  vast  precipice  of  alpine 
limestone,  apparently  close  above  ibe 
traveller's  head,  though  its  base  is 
more  than  a  mile  olr.  Avalanches 
descend  from  it  in  the  spring  through 
four  different  channels  -,  some  of  them 
reach  to  the  path,  and  patches  of  their 
anow  often  last  throagh  the  summer. 
The  Wetterhom  was  ascended  for  the 
first  time  in  19*5  by  a  young  Scots- 
man named  Speer.  Upon  the  slope 
in  front  of  the  Wetterhom  is  usn- 
ally  stationed  one  who  blows  the 
alpine  horn,  a  rade  tube  of  wood,  6 
or  8  ft.  long.  The  traveller  should 
on  no  account  omit  to  slop  and  listen. 
A  few  seconds  after  the  bom  has 
ceased,  the  few  and  simple  notes  of 
the  instrnment  are  can^t  up  and 
repeated  by  the  echoe«  of  the  vast 


cliff  of  the  Wetterhom,  and  retnm 
to  the  ear  refined  and  so^ned,  yet 
perfectly  distinct,  aa  it  were  an  aerial 
concert  warbling  among  the  crags. 

The  view  down  the  valley  of  Grin- 
delwald, from  the  top  of  the  Schei- 
deck, is  very  striking  ;  its  green  pas- 
tures contrast  agreeably  wiUi  the  bare 
wall  of  the  Wetterhom.  Beyond  it, 
on  the  L,  rises  the  sharp  crest  of  the 
Eigber,  resembling  the  up-turned 
edge  of  a  hatchet ;  and  the  pointed 
cone  of  the  Schreckhorn  appears 
above  the  Mettenberg,  On  the  top 
of  the  Scheideck  {6711  ft.  above  the 
eea-level)  stands  a  good  Itm,  with 
sleeping  and  other  accommodatioTi, 
rebuilt  since  a  fire,  1849. 

The  prospect  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, into  the  vale  of  the  Beiehenbach 
or  of  Rosenlaui,  is  not  remarkable. 
High  up  on  the  rt.  appears  the  glacier 
of  Schwerzwald,  between  the  Wetter- 
hom and  Wellborn  ;  further  on,  be- 
tween Wellhom  and  Enget-homer 
(angels'  peaks),  the  Glacier  ^Sosmlani 
lies  embedded.  An  hour  and  a  haJTs 
walking  tW>m  the  Steinbock  inn,  partly 
throi^h  a  wood  of  firs,  brings  Che  tra- 
veller abreast  of  this  glacier,  which 
lies  about  a  mile  to  uie  rl.  of  the 
path  in  (he  midst  of  a  tbrest  of  Srs. 
It  is  smaller  than  those  of  Grindel- 
wald, but  is  celebrated  aboTe  all 
others  in  Switzerland  for  the  an- 
tamished  purity  of  its  white  surface, 
and  the  clear  transparent  azure  of  its 
icebergs.  This  peculiarity  arises 
doubtless  from  the  character  of  the 
rocks  around  it  ;  these,  in  decom- 
posing, do  not  turn  into  black  gravel 
or  mud,  which  stains  and  disfigures 
Ibe  Grindelwald  glaoiers.  A  Steep 
path  on  the  1.  of  the  glacier  leads  in 
about  ^  an  hour  to  the  summit  of  a 
cliff  which  projects  midway  into  the 
icy  sea,  and  bends  its  coarse  consider- 
ably.    It  forms  a  good  point  of  view. 

The  guides  usnally  halt  for  an 
hour  to  refresh  themselves  and  their 
beasts  at 

4  The  Bsths  of  Rosenlaui,  ahomely 
/rm,  called  [he  Steinbock,  erected  near 
a  source  of  mineral  water,  resembling 
closely  that  of  Harrogate,  which  sup- 
plies 5  or  A  rude  tubs  of  wood,  serving 
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as  balha.  The  number  of  gnestB  who 
resort  hither  for  the  use  of  Ihem  is 
very  liinited.  Chamois  carved  in  nood 
are  bestesecntedhere.  This  house  is 
distant  about  1^  m.  f^om  the  glacier. 
A  few  ^arda  behind  i1,  the  Keicheu.- 
bach  torrent  iaauea  out  of  a  cleft  in 
the  rock.  The  path  to  Ueyringeu 
mns  by  the  aide  of  this  Htream,  nrat 
crossing  ti  charming  little  green  plaiu^ 
caipet(S  with  soft  turf,  hke  that  of 
an  English  lawn,  and  dotted  with 
diUets.  The  riew  up  the  Tallej 
trova   this   point  deaervea    particular 


«:   it  I 


t  for 


die  pencU  of  the  artist 

horn,  the  Wellhom,  a 

peaks  called    Engel-homer,    form    a 

mountain   group   uurivalled   for   pic- 

Below  this  the  valley  contracts ;  nu- 
meroua  waterfalls  are  seen  dangling 
from  its  sides  ^  one  of  them,  from  its 
height  and  tenuity,  is  called  the  Sope- 
Ml  (Seilbach)  ;  and  now  a  bird's-eye 
view  op^ns  out  into  the  vale  of  Hasli, 

with  the  narrow  glens  of  Grindelwald 
and  lAut«rbrunnea,  deserves  the  name 
of  Bi  plain,  though  bounded  by  moun- 
taiDB  high  and  steep. 

The  latter  part  of  the  descent  lead- 
ing into  it  is  both  difficult  and  dan- 
geroua,  unless  the  horses  are  very 
sore-fboted,  owing  to  the  steepness 
and  mggedness  of  the  path,  and  its 
being  pared  with  smooth  and  slippery 
blocks  of  atone.  On  this  account 
ITBveUers  are  uaually  invited  Ut  dis- 
mount, and  descend  on  foot.  The 
etreKm  of  the  Reichcnbacb  performs 
this  descent  of  nearly  2000  ft.  iu  a 
snccession  of  leaps,  the  longest  of 
which  are  the  celebrated  Falls  of  the 
Eeichenbach.  The  upper  &U  is  si- 
tuated about  100  yards  to  the  L  of 
the  road  near  the  village  called 
Zwirghi.  A  small  foe  is  exacted  for 
the  Lberty  to  oroas  the  meadow  be- 
tween it  and  the  road,  and  a-  hut 
called  Belvedere  is  built  beside  it. 
But  it  is  best  seen  from  a  rocky  head- 
lu)d  shooting  out  in  front  of  the  bare 
amphitheatre  of  clifls  over  which  the 
cataract  dashes,  and  just  above  the 
struggling  torrent,  hurrying  down- 


wards after  its  fall.  A  little  lower  is 
another  but  inferior  fall ;  and  by  a 
third,  still  lower,  the  stream  gains  the 
level  of  the  valley,  and  hastens  to 
joinitswaterstolheAar.  Thetowest 
fall  is  not  more  than  50  yards  from  the 

Balks  of  Seiclimtiarh,  a  large  Inn, 
situated  directly  under  the  road  lead- 
ing to  the  Scheideck,  beneath  a  hang- 
ing wood  and  in  grounds.  It  is  pro- 
vided with  hot  and  cold  baths  (mere 
wooden  tubs  by  the  way),  and  is  re- 
sorted to  b J  iovaUds ;  it  hu  fallen  off. 
Table-d'h6te  at  1  and  7.  A  new  Inn, 
1651  :  H.  dea  Alpes.  It  is  distant 
about  li  m.  from  the  village  of 

2J  Meyringen.  —  /nns ;  Sauvage, 
very  good  ■,  Couronne,  dean  and  com- 
fortable ;  the  Baths  of  Iteichenbach, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valler- 

Meyri^ien,  the  chief  place  in  the 
vale  of  I&sli,  lies  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Aar,  and  contains  about  800  In- 
hab.  The  pioturesqueness  of  its  situ- 
ation is  much  praised.     Brockcdon 


ih  of  what 
its  beauties  as  any  valley  in  Switzer- 
land." Its  precipitous  and  wooded 
aides,  streaked  with  white  cascades 
almost  without  nomber,  and  here  and 
there  overtopped  by  some  snow-white 
peak,  are  indeed  beautiful  features ; 
yet  the  flat  plain,  3  m.  broad,  half 
marsh  and  hafr  dry  gravel,  from  inun- 
dations of  the  river,  is  unpleaaing 
from  many  points ;  and  as  a  dwelling- 
place  it  has  serious  drawbacks  &om 
the  danger  to  which  it  is  exposed  of 
being  swept  away  or  inundated,  if  not 
buried,  by  the  neighbouring  torrents. 
It  was  to  guard  against  such  accidents 
that  the  stone  dyke,  lOOO  ft.  long  and 
8  wide,  was  constructed  ;  but  its  pro- 
tection has  not  been  altogether  efiec- 
tual.  The  chief  cause  and  instrument 
of  all  the  mischief  is  the  Alpbach,  a 
mountain  torrent  pouring  down  from 
the  height  behind  the  vil^e,  out  of  a 
narrow  gorge.  The  district  in  which 
it  rises,  and  through  which  It  takes 
its  course,  ia  composed  of  the   rock 
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snow,  collects,  uid  bears  along  with 
it  beaps  of  black  sand  and  rubbish, 
iuteriDixed  with  aprooted  fir-trees, 
and  U  converted  almost  into  a  stream 
of  mnd,  on  whicb  masses  uf  ruck 
float  like  corks.  A  loirent  of  Buch 
consistence  ia  easily  interrupted  in 
its  course  through  the  narrow  cre- 
vices which  it  seems  to  have  sawn 
foe  itself  by  the  force  of  its  current : 
i(  then  gathers  into  a  lake  behind 
the  obataeles  which  impede  it,  until 
it  is  increased  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  bear  eveirtbing  before  it,  and  to 
spread  desobtiou  over  the  valle? 
through  which  its  course  lies.  A 
catastrophe  of  this  sort,  in  1762, 
buried  a  large  part  of  the  village  of 
Meyringen,  m  one  hour,  20  ft  deep 
in  rubbish,  from  which  it  has  hardly 
yet  emereed.  The  church  was  filled 
with  mud  and  gravel  to  the  height 
of  19  ft.,  as  ia  denoted  by  the  black 
line  painted  along  its  w^ls,  and  by 
the  debria  which  stiU  covers  many  of 
the  fields  and  gardens  around.  In 
ITSSaniuundaUon  of  the  same  stream 
carried  away  many  housea. 

Travellers  should  visit  the  Pall  of 
the  Alpbacb  about  3  in  the  morning, 
on  account  of  the  tr^le  bote,  or  iria, 
formed  in  its  spray  when  the  sun 
ahinea  on  it.  The  inner  iris  forms 
nearly  a  complete  circle,  and  the  out«r 
ones  are  more  or  less  circular  aa  the 
water  in  the  falls  is  abundant  or  not. 
The  spot  whence  it  is  visible  is  within 
the  spray  from  the  cataract,  so  ihat 
those  who  would  enjoy  it  must  pre- 
pare for  a  wetting. 

On  a  rock  above  the  village  rise 
the  ruins  of  the  Caatle  of  Reati:  it 
belonged  to  an  ancient  and  noble 
&niily,  to  whom  the  praise  is  given  of 
never  tyrannizing  over  their  humble 
dependents.  The  men  of  Hasli  are 
celebrated  for  their  athletic  forma  and 
Strength.  They  hold  Schwingfeste, 
or  wrestlmg  mat^'hes,  every  year,  in 
July,  August,  and  September,  with 
their  neighboura  of  Unterwalden  and 
Gruidelwald.  The  women,  again,  en- 
joy the  reputation  of  being  prettier,  or 
rather  less  plain,  than  those  of  most 
other  Swiss  valleys.  Their  holiday 
costume  is  peculiar  and  not  ungrace- 


ful, consisting  of  a  bodice  of  black 
velvet  reaching  up  to  the  throat, 
starched  sleeves,  a  yellow  petticoat, 
and  a  round  black  hat,  not  unlike  a 
soup-plale,  and  about  the  same  size, 
stuck  on  one  side  of  the  head,  and 
allowing  the  hair  to  fall  in  long 
tresses  dawn  the  back. 

Six  roads  concentrate  at  Meyrin- 
gcn:  l.toBrienz(acharroad)i  2.  to 
Lucerne,  by  the  Briioig  (Rte.  19); 
3.  over  the  Susten  to  Wasen  on  the  St. 
Gothard  road  (12  bra.);  4.  to  the 
Grimsel;  5.  to  Grindelwald,  by  the 
Scheideck ;  6.  to  Engelbcrg,  by  the 
Jooh  Pass,  Gadmenthal,  and  Geu- 
thil  Thai,  The  magnificent  Fall  of 
the  Aar  at  Handeck.  on  the  way  to 
the  Orimsel  (Bfe,  28),  is  about  14  m. 
distant.  Travellers,  not  intending  to 
cross  the  whole  pass,  may  make  an 
interesting  excursion  thither  from 
Meyringen ;  as  tiiey  may  also  to  the 
summit  of  the  Brioiig,  about  6  m.  dis- 
tant, whence  there  ia  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  vale  of  Hasli    (Rle.  Id.) 


3  hrs.  or  9  Eng,  m.  to  Brienz,  and 
3J  thence  to  Interlaehen  by  water,  =^ 
19  Eng.  m. 

There  is  an  excellent  char  road 
down  the  valley,  passing  namerong 
cascades  leaping  down  the  wall  of 
rock.  After  proceeding  for  about  4 
m.  along  the  L  bank  of  the  Aar,  it 
crosses  uie  river  by  a  wooden  bridge, 
just  at  the  point  where  the  branch 
of  the  Brilnig  road,  leading  to  Brienz, 


descends  u 


I  the  valley.     The  Aar 


marsh  and  flat  meadow  land;  but  near 
its  influx  into  the  Lake  of  Brienz,  the 
form  of  the  mountains  on  its  L  bank, 
above  which  towers  the  Faulhorn,  is 
grand.  Tn  skirting  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  the  road  crosses  vast  heaps  of 
debris,  covering  acres  of  land  once 
fertile.  A  torrent  of  mud,  in  1797, 
destroyed  a  considerable  part  of  two 
villages  near  Kienholz  ;  and  a  land- 
slip from  the  BrienzergTBt,  the  moun- 
tam  immediately  behind  :&ieni,  over- 
whelmed in  November,  1824, 40  acres  of 
land,  andawept  6  persona  into  the  lak«^ 
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It  fa  l-j  hooTB'  driie  &om  Mejriii- 

31BrienB — (7nns;  at  opposite  ende 
of  (be  Tillage,  L'Outb,  good ;  Weisaea 
JCreuU,  Croix  Blanche,  clean)  —  a 
auli  Tillage  at  the  B.  end  of  the  lake, 
on  a  narrow  ledge  at  the  foot  uf  the 
nioimtaing,  remarkable  only  for  its 
beaatifDl  situation,  and  its  ricinitj  to 
the  Oieasbach  ITalL  Ask  for  the  Lotte, 
1  fish  of  the  lake  (gadus  muatela). 
This  is  a  good  place  for  bupng 
caned  wood  ware.  At  the  H.  Belle- 
M  /hr,  about  a,  mile  fi^>m  Briei 


a  carriage  to  the  Beichenbach  Fall 
or  to  Mejringen,  Vi  fr.  The  traveller 
ought  not  to  qnit  Brienz  without 
Mcendiog  the  Sothhora,  the  highest 
point  of  the  chain  running  behind 
(N.  of)  Brienz,  which  commands  a 
view  nearly  as  fine  as  the  Faulhom. 
Sasy  of  access,  its  top  maybe  reached 
in  about  3  houra  b^  a  stout  walker, 
in  5  by  a  mule,  and  in  6  by  a  chaise  a 

Erteu-.  The  upward  path  lies  at  Srst 
vagh  a  region  of  fine  forest-trees, 
tbieSy  beecb,  but  including  many 
oaks;  to  these  succeed  larch,  and 
tbore  them  one-third  of  sleep  ascent 
Orer  a  bare  and  barren  track.  On  the 
»>cent,  fine  views  are  obtained  through 
Tistaa  in  the  forest  of  the  Lake  of 
Biienz.  On  the  top,  a  c/iilet  has  been 
built  which  affords  better  accommo- 
di&>n  than  the  Faulhom — a  dinner 
■nd  even  a  bed  in  tolerable  comfort. 
The  summit  is  higher  than  the  Bighi, 
and  not  30  high  as  the  Faulhom.  It 
takes  2  hrs.  to  descend.  The  chief 
^tures  of  the  view  are— S.  the  whole 
noge  of  Bernese  Alps,  seen  (o  great 
advantage  in  all  their  majesty,  with 
a  foreground  of  the  lake  of  Brienz 
cloae  under  the  mountain,  and  a  peep 
of  the  lake  of  Tbnn  in  the  eap  above 
Intorlacben.     Besides  this,  the  vale  of 


an,  with  a  small  lake  that  may 
•w  seen  in  the  foreground,— a  con- 
oderable  part  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne, 
the  Kghi  rising  from  it,  and  a  bit  of 
the  lake  of  Zug,  are  visible.  Hlate 
makes  a  prominent  figure.    The  lake 
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of  Constance  also  appears,  and  a  loi^ 
strip  of  the  take  of  NeuchateL  "  The 
view  of  the  high  Alps  from  the  Both- 
horn  is  not  so  fine  as  that  from  the 
Faolhom,  but  that  of  the  lower  country 
is  finer." — J.  D. 

Lake  of  £rinu.— Smu&dcA  Falh. 

A  small  Steamer,  ofteta  out  of  order 
and  stopped  for  repair,  runs  twice  a 
day,  in  I  hr.,  to  Interlachen,  touching 
at  the  Giesaboch  every  trip. 

There  is  a  very  rough  road  along 
the  N.  shore  of  the  lake  :  the  guides 
with  the  horses  may  be  sent  round  by 
it,  and  desired  lo  meet  the  traTeUera 
close  to  the  bridge  at  Interlachen. 
There  ia  also  a  very  pretty  foot-road 
along  the  S.  ude  of  the  lake  by  the 
Giessbach.  It  takes  25  minutes  to 
row  frcHn  Brienz  lo  the  landing-place, 
close  to  the  outlet  of  the  GiasbaiA, 
where  travellers  begin  to  ascend  the 
steep  height  leading  to  the  Falls. 
They  are   a  succesaion  of  cascades, 


though  inferi< 
height  to  the  Beichenbacb,  surpass 
11  in  beauty,  and  in  the  adjuncts  of  a 
rich  forest  of  fir,  through  the  midst 
of  which  they  break  their  way.  The 
Giessbach  is  one  of  the  prettiest  of 
waterfalls :  there  is  nothing  wild 
about  it,  and  the  immediate  contact 
of  green  turfy  knolla  and  dark  woods 
has  the  effect  of  a  pork  scene.     It  is 

Kssible  to  pass  behind  the  third  f^ 
_  means  of^a  gallery  constructed  be-  ■ 
~ "  ,th  the  shelving  rock,  from  which 
asts  itself  down  ;  and  the  eS^t  of 
the  landscape  seen  athwart  this  curtain 
of  water  is  singular.     The  cottafie 
opposite  the  Falls  is  inhabited  by  the 
^hotilmaster  of  Brienz,  whose  fumily 
id  himself  are  celebrated  as  the  best 
choristera  of  notive  airs   in  Switzer- 
id.    He  is  now  a  patriarch  of  70, 
1  most  of  his  children  are  married; 
t  he  is  training  his  grandchildren 
the  same  profession  of  songsters. 
The    concert,    accompanied    by    the 
Alpine  horn,  with  which  travellers 
are  saluted  on  their  departure,  is  very 
sweet     Good  specimens  of  the  Swisf 
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is  a  path  from  the  Oiesabnch  to  tbe 
top  of  the  Paulhom,  a  walk  of  nearly 
5  urs.,  but  dttKcnlt  and  daogerous. 
Tbe  lake  of  Brienz  is  about  8  m. 
long  ;  its  surface  is  1781  ft.  abo»e  Ihe 
sea  level ;  near  tbe  moatb  of  tbe 
Giesrfiaph,  500  ft.  deep,  but  in  tbe 
deepest  part  2100  R.  I  Its  surface  is 
about  20  ft,  higher  than  the  lake  of 
Tbnn. 

ROUTE  26. 

UkUTEaBHUJiSES     1 


p.  73.) 

"  There  is  probably  no  route  among 
tbe  Alps  so  free  from  danger  as  this, 
which  leads  through  gucb  a  auccessioa 
of  magnificent  scenery.  The  (wo 
passes,  however,  make  it  Tery  labo- 
rious. The  descent  into  the  valley  of 
Oeschinen  is  awkward  after  dark,  and 
the  touriet,  however  good  a  walker  be 
■  J,  will  do  weU  lo  allow  himself 


may  be,  will  do  well 
14  irs.  of  daylight 
"OnleaviugLautei 


.In leaving  taulerbrunnen  there  is 
a  choice  of  routes  i  one  by  the  valley, 
following  the  char  road  to  Stecbel- 
berg,  and  then  turning  to  the  right  of 
the  course  of  the  stream  which  drains 
the  Seefinen  Thai;  the  other,  whicb 
is  in  many  respects  preferable,  mounts 
at  once  from  Lanterbrunnen  to  the 
heights  on  the  west  of  tbe  valley, 
heading  the  stream  and  fall  of  the 
Slaubbach.  After  the  first  sleep  as- 
cent, the  path  leads  tbrongh  beautiful 
pasture  to  a  nearly  level  terrace  run- 
ning parallel  lo  the  valley,  and  at  a 
great  height  above  it,  with  the  great 
chain  of  the  Alps  from  the  Monch  to 
tbe  Breithom  on  the  left  band.  After 
passing  tbe  hamlet  of  Diirren,  and  the 
pastures  beyond  it,  another  ascent 
IB  commenced  in  order  to  torn  the 
flank  of  a  ridge  which  descends  here 
from  the  Schilthom  on  the  right. 
This  brings  the  tourist  again  to  a 
position  right  opposite  the  JangfVau, 
at  about  the  height  of  the  Wengem 
Alp,  but  with  a  view  still  more  mag- 
nificent. The  ereat  chain  of  Alps 
ttom  the  Wettertiom  to  the  Breithorn 

tbe  Gspallenhorn  to  tbe  westward,  as 


also  tbe  Frau,  being  from  this  point 
of  view  shut  out  by  the  nearer  preci- 
pices of  the  Tachingelhom.*  Still 
Arther  to  the  west  is  visible  the 
furcc;  and  descending  from  it,  th« 
torrent  Bjid  the  valley  of  Ihe  Seehnen. 
The  ground  alopes  rapidly  away  frora 
the  foot  down  to  the  depths  of  the  Am- 
merten  ThsL  The  Jungfrau  is  from 
this  point  of  view,  and  frma  this  alone, 
measured  in  one  glance  from  the  snow 
on  her  summit  to  the  level  road  at  her 
feet:  in  a  word,  of  her  13,718  fL  of 
altitnde,  more  than  1 1,000  rise  at  once 
in  precipices  before  the  eye,  Tbe 
track  now  winds  away  along  the  slope 
of  the  mountain,  and  falls  in  with  the 
valley  trath  just  at  the  foot  of  the 
pass.  This  Furce  is  a  very  remark' 
able  depression  between  the  Schilt- 
hom  and  Tscbingelhom ;  and  an  enor- 
muQS  buttress  of  the  latter  here  tuma 
the  direction  of  the  rle.  from  W.  to 
S.W.  The  ascent  is  rather  steep,  but 
the  ground  is  favourable,  and  clear  of 
snow;  which  lies,  however,  in  long 
slopes  to  tbe  left.  The  view  from  the 
summit  is  very  Sue,  including  tbe 
Faulhom,  and  below  it  the  Wengem 
Alp  and  its  hotel,  which  is  easily  diB* 
cernible.  The  Tschingelhom,  close 
to  whicb  we  stand,  excludes  some  part 
of  the  great  chain  we  had  previously 
seen,  but  as  a  compensation,  on  ttie 
opposite  side  of  the  Kien  Thai,  rises 
the  Frau,  remarkable  on  this  side,  as 
on  every  other,  for  the  profusion  and 
purity  of  her  snowy  drapery.  The 
upper  p^t  of  the  Kien  Thai  is  filled 
up  with  a  great  glacier,  over  which  it 
is  said  to  be  possible  lo  gain  tbe  leret 
of  the  Tschingel.  The  descent  into 
tbe  Kien  Thai  reijuiresfrom  this  point 
rather  an  awkward  circuit,  which 
leads  to  a  long  slope  of  slate  d&bris, 
forming  a  very  unstable  and  somewhat 
dangerous  footing — a  fall  aometimea 
oocBsions  a  serious  cat.  Next  suc- 
ceeds a  long  slope  of  snow,  and  then 
the  green  sward.  Tbe  rte.  taken  bj 
the  guides  leads  to  a  bridge  near  the 
hamlet  of  Tschingel,  so  low  down  the 
•  In  Kellii's  BUD  Ihe  Gipdtenham  uul 
Ttchliigelhoni   u«   liKncluiigsd.    Ths   nd 

OBpalUnKocn     li    In     Ihs     imat     rV.i...     -rh. 

Tacblagelhani 


IS  (nd  (lie  Tlll^faof  TiefaiB(ei  is  KluthiL 


liBielioKKi 


Switzerland,    rodte  2( 
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ralley  is  to  increase  considerablT 
toil  of  (be  next   ascent;  Hud  if  the 
(oorist  is  fiiiigued,  or  ttie  son 


«  considerably  the 

liieued, 
past  the  meridian,  he  wUl  do  well 


lake  (he  iroportmiity  which  here  pre- 
aeols  itself  of  descending  l«  the  char 
road  at  Beichenbach.  The  ascent  of 
the  Dfindengrat  is  steep,  but  over 
good  gronni  and  a  -view  is  BO<m  ob- 
lained  of  the  pyramidal  Niesen.  and 
fte  lake  of  Thun  beyond  it.  Near 
Ik*  lop  it  becomes  rather  Tongh,  and 
die  stones  are  succeeded  by  a  bed  of 
BKow,  which  adds  a  good  deal  to  the 
fctigne  of  the  last  haff-honr  of  ascent ; 
from  the  snow  to  the  top  of  the  ridge 
u  hut  one  step,  and  the  nest  is  down- 
kilL  Here  a  new  scene  of  magni- 
BMDce  opens.  The  glittering  Frau, 
"Moh  is  here  qnitc  close,  with  a  triple 
^ier  streaming  down  from  her  side 
into  the  gulfs  beneath,  and  farther  off 
tsDoIdenhom,  and  the  beantifnl  lake 
ofOesehinen  encompassed  by  it,  form 
a  scene  unparalleled  in  the  Alps; 
»oi«h  resembling  in  some  of  ita 
™nreB  the  lake  and  dacier  scenery 
jear  the  summit  of  the  Maloya.  "Hie 
]™«nt  from  the  high  paatm^  to  the 
te'd  of  the  lake  is  practicable  only  hy 
'^  rte,,  where  a  path  has  been  cut  In 
•teps  here  and  there  aloog  the  faces 
of  the  rocks.  The  path  Jeads  along 
">*  western  shore  of  the  lake  through 
'pinewoodbeyondit,  inaboQt  2  hrs. 
»  IJb  village  and  inn  of  Kandersteg." 
E-  W.-See  Kte.  38. 

ROUTE  27. 
**'™EBBmjllj|Baj    TO    EARDEBSTEG    BY 


This  is  a  hard  day's  work,  with 
^1  places,  the  worst  being  the  ascent 
jo  and  the  descent  from  the  glacier. 
ITie  gla<^er  itself  lies  in  a  tolerably 
leiei  basin;  and,  except  at  its  two 
'Hremitiea,  is  not  dangerously  cre- 
'y^  One  of  the  Laueners,  guides 
"  I«nterbrunnen,  ought  to  be  en- 
^e»i  Johann  is  the  best:  Ulrich  is 
*™  Kood.  (See  p.  73.) 
"  Lfaving  Lauterhru 
?«W3  the  char  road  OS 


I  end  of  the  Valley  of  Lanterbmim  is 
'  called);  the  heights  on  the  rt.  are  then 
ascended  to  reuth  the  chUets  of  the 
Steinberg;  the  view  comprises  the 
continuous  range  of  the  High  Alps 
from  the  Jun^rau  to  the  Gspalten- 
bom  (erroneously  marked  Tschingel- 
hom  in  Keller).  The  day's  journey 
may  be  shortened  by  passing  the  aia;ht 
at  the  Steinbei^;  the  accommodation 
is  of  course  wretched,  and  the  tourist 
would  probably  be  unable  to  sleep. 
Above  the  Steinberg  the  precipices  of 
the  Tschingelhom  pass  close  upon  the 
glacier,  and  the  latter  has  therefore 

wards,  till  i 
from  the  steepness  of  its  &U  from  its 
upper  basin.  At  this  point  the  rocks 
on  its  left  bank  may  be  ascended, 
though  the  passage  is  difficult  to  Rnd, 
and  m  one  place  rather  awkward; 
then  comes  a  climb  over  loose  stones, 
and  at  last  the  great  glacier  itself. 
On  the  right  han^  and  immediately 
above,  rises  the  Tschineelhom,  farther 
on  the  Frau,  with  the  Kien  Furce  be- 
tween :  in  the  midst  of  the  glacier  is  a 
remarkable  rocky  mass,  called  the 
Mntzlihom;  and  along  its  southern 
boandary  the  continuous  range  of  the 
Main  Ai^s,  of  which  the  principal 
snmmits  are  the  Breithom,  the  Gspalt- 
enhorn,  and  the  Takhom.  The  gla- 
admits  Of  being  traversed  in 
Fral  directions,  but  the  rte-  usu- 
ally taken  to  the  Gasteren  Thai  ties 
between  the  Mutzlihom  and  Frau; 
after  passing  the  former,  the  tonrist 
will  have  on  his  left  the  point  where 
the  ™«sage  over.the  J 
the  Upper  Loetsch  l 


denhom,  the  in  ^ 

signs  of  tbe  approaching  fell  of  the 
rfacier  into  the  Ober  Gasteren  Thai, 
The  rocks  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
descending  glacier  are  then  had  ra- 

'  to,  and  for  some  distance  the 

lies  between  the  body  of  the 
glacier  and  the  steep  side  of  the 
mountain.    During  the  descent    the 

Sroup  of  the  AlCels  is  in  front,  and  a 
ttle  to  the  left  of  it  the  depression 
occupied  by  tbe  Balm  Glacier,  over 
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vhich  liea  the  ancient  rte.  from  the 
ValUis  to  Kunderateg  (v.  60).  The 
two  routes  unite  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Ober  Gastereu  ThoL    A  little  farther 
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the  top  of  the  rock,  take  care  b 
keep  on  Uie  snow.  We  went  uo  i 
long  fall  of  loose  earth  and  e 


the  bottom  the  glacier  waters,  which 
here  acquire  the  Dome  of  the  Kander. 
"  The  lower  valley  of  Gasteren  is 
very  remarkable,  and  would  well  re- 
pay a  visit  (totally  free  from  difficulty) 
from  Kandersteg  by  those  who  do  not 
intend  crossiaE  either  the  Balm  or 
Tscbingelel»c'er;  its  sur&ce  presents 
a  triangular  area  as  flat  as  a  bowling- 
xreen,  about  3  m.  in  ila  greatest 
Uoigth.  PreoipitOUB  walls  of  rock  of 
great  height  rise  abruptly  from  each 
of  its  thrM  aides,  with  tere  and  there 
the  tail  of  a  glacier  dripping  over 
them.  The  Kander,  which  frequently, 
in  early  summer,  floods  the  whole 
valley  from  end  to  end,  runs  right 
from  the  western  wall  of  the  valley, 
and  there,  turning  at  a  right  angle, 
escapes  through  a  long  narrow  fissure 
in  the  mountain,  which  is  totally  im- 
perceptible until  the  traveller  has 
arrived  under  the  very  shadow  of  the 
rocka.  Through  this  mural  crevasse 
lies  a  well-frequehted  path  (the  only 
approach  to  this  valley  from  below), 
which,  after  a  mile's  walk  by  the  side 
of  the  torrent,  emerges  upon  the  com- 
paratively open  plain  of  Kandersteg." 
E.W.— SeeKouteSS. 

Antther  AcEoant. 
"From  Lanterbruonen  to  the  Chi- 
let  on  the  Steinberg  is  not  more  than 
3  hrs.  walking — I  onjy  took  2^.  The 
idew  of  (he  Jnngfrau  and  Breithom 
during  all  the  latter  part  of  thia  walk 
is  mgfDificent. 

"Irving  slept  in  the  chalet,  I 
started  at  5^  A-H-;  reached  the  foot  of 
the  glacier  in  half  an  hour— after  half 
an  hour^s  walk  over  the  ice,  came  to 
the  bottom  of  a  steep  cliff,  up  which 
we  had  to  climb.  Ilcre  there  ia  some 
danger;  for  the  glacier  hangs  over 
the  briber  end  of  the  rock,  and  pieces 
are  cunatantly  falling  down,  anddown 
just  the  easiest  way  up  the  rock,  just 


bowling  down.   But  on  thesnow 

there  is  no  &nger.  Beached  the  top 
of  the  I'ass  in  'li  hours  after  climbing 
the  rock,  having  made  a  detour  to  the 
Campilika  (?),  a  favourite  lurking- 
place  of  the  chamois-hunters,  whence 
you  look  straight  down  the  Kienthal 
to  Thim  and  the  Nieaen.  It  la  a  g&p 
in  the  range  of  the  Gspalten-homer 
and  Blumhs  Alp.  Descended  the 
glacier  to  Seldon,  which  I  reached 
about  12;  thence  dovm  the  Gaeteren- 
thal  (a  acene  of  the  most  savage  and 
gloomy  grandeur)  to  Kojidersteg  by 
2i;  having  thus  apent  9  hra.  in  the 
day's  walk,  allowing  time  for  a  (iill 
hour's  halt;  of  thia  about  4  or  4^ 
hrs.  was  upon  the  glacier.  The  only 
danger — or  rather  the  only  difficulty 


Su"~H.  L. 
"  On  the  top  of  the  Faas,  it  ia  poa- 
aible  to  strike  to  the  left  under  the 
Tsebiogd-hom  into  the  Lotech-thal. 
But  this  is  seldom  tried," — M.  L. 

ROUTE  27a. 


ORiNDELWALD  T( 


hard  day's  work  may  be  broken  by 
sleeping  in  the  higbeat  chalets  at  the 
foot  01  the  Vicacher-homer,  3  eagy- 
hrs.  from  Grindelwald.  Uiileas  the 
traveller's  object  be  to  get  to  th« 
Grimsel,  time,  money,  and  danger 
would  be  spared  by  merely  ascending 
the  Strahleck,  and  returning  to  Grin- 
delwald, by  which  all  the  grandest 
seenray  would  be  seen. 

"  The  path,  on  leaving  Grindelwald, 
ascends  rapiiiy  on  the  L  hand  of  the 
lower  glacier,  and  is  practicable  for 
horses  for  about  1^  iumz;  it  then  be~ 
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comei  rerj  nurow,  being  a  mere 
gnwre  in  the  rock  averbuig^iiig  the 
gbder.    After  crossing  two  or  three 

lie  dacier  at  the  taigia  of  a  rock,  we 
Kw£  the  ch&let  of  Stiereck,  a  short 
!  hra.  &om  Griodelvkld.  A  few  mi- 
DDlei  beyond  the  p^tures  of  the 
Stieieck,  the  mountains  again  close 
in  apoQ  the  ice,  and  the  path  mounts 
njulj  for  some  distance,  when  the 
DCKmuins  again  recede,  and  one  con^ 
times  for  a  time  on  tiiilerably  level 
^TOund.  At  the  extremitj  of  this,  it 
IS  neceasBTj  to  get  on  ihe  glacier; 
iSei  a  few  minutes  it  is  again  neces- 
ttiy  to  retorn  to  ierra  Jirmot  to  turn  a 
[ntiecting  rock,  a  matter  of  consider- 
aUe  difficullj  and  danger.  Thia  ac- 
(Onplighed,  the  path  ascends  rapidlf 
brueaily  on  hour,  when  some  orer- 
lisoging  rocks  are  reached,  which 
Mm  to  be  the  established  resting- 
I^ue.  Soon  afterwards  tJic  glacier  is 
•gain  reached,  and  all  path  terminates, 
from  this  point  the  view  of  the 
Schnclihom,  wbicb  rises  immediatelj 
over  you  on  the  left,  is  truly  magm- 
Geent.  Continuing  along  tbe  glacier 
(which  is  here  without  creiasses,  but 
raSciilt  to  wallt  on,  on  account  of  its 
■Nep  slope  &om  the  left),  and  passing 
inmiedtately  below  two  lateral  gla- 
d«B,  which  almost  orerhang  you,  a 
i>^rly  precipitous  wall  of  snow  is 
Kached,  forming  the  end  of  the  valley. 
At  thia  point  you  turn  to  the  left,  and, 
uceuding  the  glacier  a  few  hundred 
bt,  reach  a  shady  ridge  of  rocks 
rising  very  steeply,  and  at  right  angles, 
to  the  former  mate.  This  is  ascended 
^t  sboat  1  j  br.,  when  a  platform  of 
oiow  is  reached,  across  which,  after 
•aether  short  but  steep  ascent,  the 
"  0  ^  an  hour.  The 
I  occupied  us  '2-^  hours, 
.  not  occup;  one-Gfth  of  that  i ' 
1  there  is  an  abundance  of 


'1  but  it 


It  the  ti 


iugerons  stat«,  on  account  of  the 
Uiin  coating  of  snow  on  the  ice,  which 
is  inclined  at  a  very  steep  angli 
Cdnaeqnence,  chouf^  the  desct 
not  more  than  600  or  BOO  feet  i 
utmost,  it  occupied  us  'i\  hours. 
"The  Himmit  of  the  Slnhleck  is. 


indeed,  the  pcrfeMion  of  wild  scenery. 
Vegetation  there  is  none,  saie  a  few 
of  the  smallest  gentianellaa.  Frtm 
the  foot  of  the  pasM^e,  the  Abschwiing, 
where  Professor  Agauia's  hut  is  aitu- 
aled,  may  be  reached  in  14  hour: 
thence  to  the  hospice  of  the  Grimsel 
will  take  a  good  walker  3  hours,  two 
of  them  on  the  ice." — J.  D. 

This  Pass  was  crossed  by  on  Eng- 
lish lady  in  achaise  k  portenrin  1841, 
by  the  aid  of  12  portera. 


QimiSEI.  TO  aBOI[>ELWAIJ>. 

"This  pass  is  oneof  the  grandest  in 
Switierland,  but  attended  with  much 
labour  and  difficulty,  and  to  those 
not  w^  inured  to  rambles  amongst 

the  highest  Alps,  with  some  danger. 
But  Vie  whole  passage 'from  begin- 
ning to  end  is  fuU  of  interest,  and 
wilf  never  be  regretted.  It  is  much 
better   and  much   less   fatiguing   to 

g>  from  the  Orimsel  than  from 
liodelwald.  The  hei^t  (rf  the 
Grimsel  is  so  great,  that  the  fiirther 
ascent  is  inconsiderable,  and  the  tra- 
veller by  Ihis  route  can  never  enjoy 
in  greater  perfection  that  first  open- 
ing burst  of  new  and  most  imposing 
scenery  which  draws  forth  so  much 
wonder  and  admiration.  Guides  can 
always  be  procured  at  the  Hospice  of 
the  Grimsel  at  about  30  francs  tor  each 
traveller.  It  is  quit«  possible  to  ac- 
complish the  journey  in  oneday.  But 
it  is  much  better  to  take  up  beds  and 
refreshments  to  the  hut,  biult  by  Pro- 
fessor Agassiz,  which  is  3  hours  dis- 
tant, and  which  aSords  excellent  ac- 
commodation. Almost  the  whole  of 
this  preliminary  walk  is  over  tHe  Aar 
glacier,  in  which  the  experiments 
made  in  the  daily  and  yearly  progress 
of  glaciers  may  be  easily  observed. 
From  this  hospitable  hut  we  started 
(pefi.  IS,  1848)  about  3  A.II.,  by  slat- 
Lght,  and  with  a  full  moon  shining  on 
those  vast  icy  streams  which  are 
hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  lofty  and 
rugged  rocks.  Leaving  on  the  right 
hand  the  Wetterhom  with  its  glacier, 

up  towards  the  t'inster-Aarhom,  hav- 
ing on  the  right  hand  the  ditb  and 
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EdJc9  of  tlie  Schreckhoro,  and  on  the 
t  the  fTTBOt  chain  of  the  Ober  Aar- 
hom,  which  maj  be  aaid  to  reach  from 
the  Seidelhorn  to  the  majestic  f  inater- 
Aarbom-,  and  behind,  of  the  distaot 
snow  white  iumniits  and  glaciers  of 
th*  Gallenstock.  Vast  and  Taried 
Btreamg  of  glaciers  are  here  obserred 
to  join  die  great  channel  which  the 


ing  the  Finster-Aarhorn,  of  which  the 
much  broken  and  impracticable  glacier 
rii^  is  very  well  seen,  the  ronte 
*tams  abrupUy  to  the  right  inin  an- 
other valley,  at  the  head  of  which  is 
at  length  visible  the  very  ate«i,  though 
short  precipice  pass  of  the  Strahleck. 
The  fresh  snow  which  had  fallen  gave 
to  this  valley,  stirroimded  on  all  sides 
by  whitened  and  lofty  cliffs,  the  most 
brilliant  and  singular  appearance.  It 
'  was  abont  9  when  we  reached  the  fool, 
having  travelled  about  6  hours  over 
the  ice.  The  precipice,  which  is  not 
more  than  300  feet  high,  and  covered 
with  snow  and  ice,  presents  the  only 
real  difficulty,  and  took  us  nearly  2 
hours  to  ascend.  The  ascent  is  so 
steep,  that  it  is  precisely  like  going 
up  a  ladder,  treading  carefiilly  in  each 
other's  sl^,  bound  together  with 
ropes,  and  striking  deep  into  the  snow 
at  each  step  the  trusty  alpenstock. 
A  good  head  as  well  as  firm  hand  and 
stout  heart  are  here  reqnired.  At 
length,  about  mid-day  we  reached  the 
t^  and  under  a  bright  morning  sun 
reposed  to  contemplate  the  glories  of 
the  scene.  The  traveller  here  standa 
almost  in  the  very  centre  of  the  Ber- 
nese Oberland,  having  on  all  sides  of 
him  mountains  of  the  first  order. 
Many  of  these  have  been  already  men- 
tioned. But  from  t^is  spot  the  chief 
attraction  is  the  back  part  of  the 
great  chain  immediately  In  front, 
which  comprises  the  Great  and  Little 
Eiger,  the  Monch,  the  Silberhom,  and 
the  Jungfrau.  The  ridge  is  so  steep, 
that  the  Grindelwald  glacier  below 
can  be  traced  at  a  ghaicv  from  ila 
source  to  its  end  at  the  vUlage.  Im- 
mense expanses  of  snow  and  ice  are 
visible  behind  the  great  mountains, 
which  send  down  their  shattered,  pre- 
cipitous,  bot  glittering  burthens  io 


countless  number  and  variety  into  the 
deep  ravine  below.  The  distant  thun- 
ders of  the  avalanches  of  the  Jungfrao 
give  the  last  charm  to  this  ^most 
matchless  spectacle.  The  descent  to 
Grindelwald  occapies  about  5  hours. 
At  first  it  is  very  easy  over  the  in- 
clined snow-beds,  but  soon  after- 
wards the  rocks  are  very  steep,  and 
ropes  are  again  to  be  naed.  There  is 
no  vestige  of  a  track,  and  the  descent 

Snires  much  caulioD.  The  Grindel- 
d  glacier  is  at  length  reached  and 
traversed  to  a  promontory  near  the 
chalet  of  the  Stiereck,  after  which  the 
^ood  mule  road  leading  to  the  village 
IS  arrived  at  The  height  of  the  pass 
cannot  be  leas  than  10,000  feet" — 
W.  B.,  1848. 

ROUTE  38. 

To  the  Hospice  7  hrs,  =  23  Eng.  m, 
8  hours'  walk. 

Thence  to  Oher-Gestelen  3  hrs.  = 
abont  10  Sng.  m. 

Ober-Geslelen  to  Brieg  9  hrs.  ^  ilO 
Eng.  m. 

A  moch  frequented,  but  rather  dif- 
ficult, bridle-path.  It  ia  a  good  day's 
journey  of  8  hrs,  to  reach  the  Hospice 
irom  Moyringen ;  another  day  wiU 
carry  you  either  to  Ober-Gestden,  or 
acroBS  the  Furce  to  HospitaL 

It  is  one  of  the  grandest  and  most 
interesting  passes  across  the  Alps. 

The  Aar  is  crossed  at  Meyringen 
by  a  covered  wooden  bridge,  and  the 
path  ascends  the  L  bank.  Above 
Meyringen  (p.  80)  the  vale  of  HasU 
contracts,  and  in  about  2  m.  Is  crossed 
by  a  mound  or  hill  of  considerable 
height,  called  the  Kirohet,  which  ap- 
pears at  one  time  to  have  danuHed  up 
the  waters  of  the  Aar.  At  present 
they  force  their  way  through  a  singn- 
larfy  narrow  rent,  which  cleaves  the 
eminence  from  top  to  bottom.  «  At 
this  point  is  a  remarkable  arched 
cavern,  called  the  FimterAar  Schlucht, 
which  extends  by  a  predpitoua  but 
quite  practicable  descent,  fri^m  the 
summit  of  the  Kirchet  to  the  Aar.  It 
is  a  fissure    in    the  limestone  rock 


Smtzerlajid. 
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lirongli  which  water  has  fbrmerlj 
Sowed;  and  from  the  great  «ize  oT 
the  opening,  it  woold  aeem  that  a 
Bream  lu  large  as  the  Asr  mast  at 
one  lime  have  passed  through  it.  It 
lies  w  the  left  of  the  path  leading 
from  Meyringen  to  Im-Grund,  about 
3  m.  from  the  former  place,  and  may 
bo  seen  without  occasioning  the  tra- 
lellet  more  than  an  hour's  delay. 
Hie  beautiful  scenery  at  the  upper 
moulh  of  the  catem,  and  the  aav^e 
grandeur  of  the  perpendicular  rocks, 
u  the  path  emerges  upon  the  margin 
of  Ae  Aar,  will  amply  compensate  Uie 
labnir  of  the  descent;  which  indeed 
is  so  little  to  be  dreaded,  that  I  have 
taken  ladies  to  the  very  bottom."— 
D.  J.  The  path,  quitting  for  a  ahort 
Iffle  Ihe  side  of  the  river,  monnta  the 
Step  eminence  of  the  Kirchet  in  rig- 
■•gK,  and  then  descends  through  a 
Meat,  into  the  retired  green  valley 
of  Umer  Easli,  which  is  in  the  form 
of  a  Dttsin,  anrrounded  by  hilla,  and 
WM  once  probably  a  lake.  Two  val- 
lya  open  out  into  it;  on  the  S.  that 
MPrbach,  on  the  E.  that  of  Gsdmei^, 


■ni  which  runs  the  path  leading  by 
ue  pass  of  the  Suslen  (Kte.  82)  to 
Wtsen.     On   the  L  lies  the  vilUge 


■B-Qrund,  and,  crossing  the  Aar, 
Biolher  village,  callad  Im-Hof,  ai  mated 
Wtween  it  and  the  Gadmen  river,  is 
P<a3ea.  From  Im-Hofapath  branches 
irff  to  Engelberg  over  flie  Joch  pasa 
(Bte.  33)  Another  ravine  is  snc- 
*«ded  by  a  second  enlargement  of 
DM  valley  called  Im-Boden.  Higher 
"pis  "the  amall  and  lonely  village"  of 

31<iuttanen(/nn,-  Schwarzer Adler ; 
deui  and  goad  for  sleeping).  The 
nwt  place  for  a  mid-day  halt  to  rest 
*e  males  is  the  chiQet  of 

4  ne  Sandek,  about  1^  hour's  walk 
o^ond  Quttanen.  It  can  fumiah  a 
"M  n^n  an  emergency,  and  tolerable 
ptiviaions,  good  coffee,  &c  It  stands 
*'  the  distance  of  a  few  yards  firom 
t»  Fdi»  of  the  Aar,  perhaps  the  finest 
wUract  in  Switzerlani  from  its 
Might  (more  than  200  ft.),  the  qoan- 
jjr  »M  rush  of  water,  the  gloom  of 
™  gwge  into  which  it  preci[utates 
Itself,  and  the  wild  character  of  the 
toeky  Bolihide  around  it.    It  is  also 
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remarkably  eaay  of  acceaa,  so  that  the 
traveller  may  fono  a  full  estimate  of 
its  grandeur;  anryeyine  it,  first,  from 
below,  through  the  viata  of  black 
rockfi  into  which  it  plunges,  and  after- 
warda  fitom  above,  slrelcbing  his  neck 
over  the  brow  of  the  precipice  from 
which  the  river  Ittkes  its  leap,  and 
watehing  it  ^if  his  nerves  be  steady) 
till  it  is  loot  in  the  spray  of  the  dark 
abyss  below. 

The  view  from  this  point,  not  more 
than  5  or  6  fL  above  the  fell,  which 
few  will  heiitate  to  call  the  best,  ii 
exceedingly  impressive  and  atimnlat- 
ing.  tto  plentiful  is  the  rush  of  water 
that  it  reaches  more  than  half  way 
down  in  one  unbroken  glassy  sheet 
before  it  is  tossed  into  white  foam; 
and,  what  adds  to  its  beauty,  is,  that 
another  stream  (the  Erlenbach  or 
Uandek),  pouring  iu  from  the  right 
at  this  very  spot,  takes  precisely  the 
same  leap,  mingling  its  tributary  wa- 
ters midway  with  the  more  powerful 
colmnD  of  (he  Aar.  Between  10  and 
1 1  the  iris  may  be  seen  hovering  over 
tbefaU, 

The  dark  forest  of  fiv  through 
which  the  route  has  woand  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  now  dwindles  away 
into  a  few  dwarf  bushes,  and  disap- 
pears  entirely  a  little  above  Haadek. 
To  them  succeed  the  scanty  vegeta- 
tion of  rank  grass,  rhododendron,  and 
lichen ;  and  even  this  partial  covering 
disappears  prematurely,  in  some  places 
being  abraded  and  peeled  off.  There 
19  a  spot  about  2  m.  above  Handek, 
called  ffallenpiatie,  where  the  path 
croBsea  the  bed  of  an  avalanche  or 
ancient  glacier  which,  in  former  times 
enlending  thus  far  down  the  valley, 
has  ground  smooth  and  polished,  by 
its  weight  and  friction,  the  surface  of 
the  sloping  and  convex  granite  rock, 
leaving,  here  and  there  upon  the  suT' 
fiicc,  grooves  or  furrows,  which  may 
be  compared  to  the  scratches  made  by 
a  diamond  upon  glass.  This  polish^ 
rook  extends  for  a  space  of  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  mile.  It  is  prudent  to 
dismount  here,  and  cross  uiia  bad  bit 
of  road  on  foot,  since  the  path  runs 
by  the  edse  of  the  precipice,  and  the 
sur&ce  of  the  rock,  ttiongh  chiselled 
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into  grooves,  to  secure  a  footing  for 
the  horses,  is  very  alipperj.  A  single 
&lse  step  might  be  tulal  to  mui  and 
beast,  precipitating  both  into  the  gulf 
below:  and  the  alight  woodeu  roil, 
which  is  swept  away  almoat  every 
winter,  would  afford  but  little  pro- 
tection. The  vallej  of  the  Aar,  up 
which  the  narrow  path  is  carried, 
looka  Btern  and  ibrbidding  from  its 
sterility,  and  the  threatening  olitfa  of 
p-anite  which  overhang  it  The  Aar 
IB  crossed  several  times  by  dizzy 
bridges  of  a  sii^le  arch,  formed  of 
granite  alabs  without  a  parapet.  There 
IS  but  one  human  habitation  between 
Handek  and  the  Honiice,  the  miser- 
able ch&let  of  the  ^teriabodeo,  or 
Boderichsboden,  where  the  ravine  es- 
pands  once  more  into  a  basin-ahafjed 
hollow,  probably  once  a  lake  bed,  with 
a  marshy  bottom,  affording  scanty 
herbage  for  a  few  goats.  A  little 
above  this  (he  path  quits  the  Aar, 
which  rises  in  the  Aar-glacier,  aboat 
a  mile  higher  up  on  the  rt,  and  as- 
cending a  glen,  strewed  with  shattered 
rocks,  reaches 

2  The  Roapice  of  the  Grimsel,  a 
homely  Inn,  originally  designed  to 
shelMr  those  who  travel  from  neces- 
sity, and  to  afford  a  gratuitous  aid  to 
the  poor ;  but  now  daily  occupied 
during  the  summer  monlha  by  ti-a- 
vellera  for  pleasure,  sometimes  to  the 
number  of  80  or  100  at  once,  who  pay 
for  their  accommodadon  as  in  any 
other  inn,  and  ait  down  at  a  table- 
dliote  nsnaUy  about  T  o'clock  in  the 
evening ;  the  fare  is  plain,  and  the 
bedrooms  very  small,  but  the  charges 
are  not  b^h.  It  is  often  so  full  in 
aummer  (hat  (hose  who  arrive  late 
are  liable  to  fare  ill,  and  it  is  often 
impossible  lo  secure  liagle-bedded 
rooms.  It  is  a  massy  building  of 
rough  masonry,  designed  to  resist  a 
weight  of  snow,  and  with  few  windowa 
to  admit  the  cold.  It  contains  about 
40  beds,  and  affords  tolerable  Fare, 
better  than  might  be  expected  in  a 
spot  more  than  6O00  ft.  above  the  sea, 
and  removed  by  many  miles  from  any 
other  human  dwelling.  The  estab- 
lislunent  includes  a  man  cook,  a 
washerwoman,  and  a  cobbler.     It  is 


One 

tiie  house, 
:o  last  out 


with  a  suffici 
(he  lime  of  hi 
dogs,  to  delect  the  approach  of  wan- 
derers, for  even  in  the  depth  of  winter 
the  hospice  is  resorted  to  by  traders 
from  Ilasli  and  the  Yallaia,  who  es' 
change  the  cheese  of  (be  one  valley 
for  the  wine  and  spirits  of  the  other. 
Its  situation  ia  as  dreary  as  can  be 
conceived,  in  a  rocky  hollow,  about 
TOO  tt  below  the  aummit  of  the  pass, 
surrounded  by  soaring  peaks  and 
steep  precipices.  The  ro^is  around 
are  bare  and  broken,  scarcely  varied 
by  pa(ches  of  snow,  which  never  melt 
even  in  summer,  and  by  strips  of 
grass  and  green  moss,  which  ahoot  up 
between  the  crevices,  and  are  e^erly 
browsed  by  B  Bock  of  1 50  goats.  A 
Coosiderable  supply  of  peat  is  dog 
from  a  bog  vcithm  a  Jew  yards  of  the 
door.  In  the  bottom  of  tlus  naked 
basin,  close  to  the  house,  is  a  black 
tarn,  or  lake,  in  which  no  fish  live. 
Althoi^h  entirely  covered  with  deep 

frozen,  as  it  is  supplied  from  a  warm 
spring.  Beyond  it  lies  a  small  pas' 
turage,  capable  of  suppordng  for  a 
monw  or  two  the  cows  belonging  to 
the  Hospice,  and  the  servants  cross 
the  lake  twice  a-day,  in  a  boat,  1« 
milk  them.     It  is  a  landscape  worthy 


Zembla. 

This  wilderness  is  the  haunt  of  the 
marmot,  whose  shrill  whistle  fre- 
quenlly  breaks  the  solitude  ;  and  the 
chamois,  become  rare  of  Ute,  still 
^equents  the  neighbouring  glaciers ; 
both  onimala  contribute  at  times  to 
replenish  the  larder  of  Ihe  Hospice. 

On  the  22nd  Uarch,  186S,  the 
Hospice  was  overwhelmed  and  crushed 
by  an  avalanche,  which  broke  through 
the  roof  and  floor,  and  Riled  all  &e 
rooms  but  that  occupied  by  the  ser- 
vant, who  succeeded  witli  difficulty  in 
working  his  own  way  through  the 
snow,  along  with  his  dog,  and  reached 
Meyringeu  in  safety.  The  evening 
before,  the  man  had  heard  a  myste- 
rious sonnd,  known  to  the  peasants 
of  the  Alps  and'  believed  by  them  to 
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be  the  warning  of  some  dieaster  : 
ADpeHred  so  like  k  hojDaJi  Toice  tL 
the  man   supposed  it  might  t 


3  dist 


nithb 


„  I  stopped  by 

the  snow.  The  neit  moming  the 
Koimd  was  again  heard,  and  then  came 
the  crash  of  the  fallinK  avalanche. 
The  Hospice  has  since  been  rebuilt 
and  enlarged, 

"In  August,  1T99,  the  Grimsel  be- 
came the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable skirmishes  in  the  campaign. 
The  Austrians  were  encamped  upon 
the  Grimsel  with  the  view  of  pre- 
venting  the  ^French  from  penetrating 
into  the  Valley  of  the  Shone  by  means 
of  that  pass.  They  bad  possession  of 
the  whole  declivity  from  the  summit 
of  the  pass  to  the  Hospice,  and  also 
of  the  platform  on  which  the  Hospice 
stends.  Their  force  consisted  of  rather 
less  than  1600  men.  The  French 
troops  under  Genera)  Gudin,  con- 
aisting  of  about  3600  men,  were  posted 
in  the  Oberbasli  valley  in  the  neigh- 
boarbood  of  Gutlanen.  The  Aus- 
trian commander.  Colonel  Strauch, 
naturally  relied  upon  the  strength  of 
his  position,  which  had  not  only  the 
advantage  of  a  great  declivity,  but  i>f 
the  numerous  narrow  fissures  in  the 
rocks,  which  might  be  defended  by  a 
few  men,  protected  by  the  upright 
masses  of  granite,  against  a  large 
army.  The  French  General  also  con- 
sidered the  position  to  be  impregnable 
to  an  attack  in  GronI,  and  was  there- 
fore placed  in  a  sitnation  of  great 
anxiety  by  receiving  positive  orders 
from  Massena,  who  had  then  the  chief 
command  of  the  French  army  in 
Switzerland,  to  force  the  pass  of  the 
Grimsel  on  the  14th  of  August  He 
Bnmmoned  bis  officers  together  in  the 
night  of  the  13tb  ;  and  as  the  con- 
sultations took  place  at  the  hamlet  of 
Guttanen,  it  was  no  secret  to  what 
point  tbey  were  directed.  While  they 
were  going  on,  the  landlord,  whose 
name  was  Fahner,  boasted  1«  some 
guests  in  the  outer  room,  that  if  he 
cht»e,  he  could  deliver  Gudin  from 
hig  perplexity,  and  show  him  a  path 
by  which  he  could  get  to  the  rear  of 
the  Austrian  force,  and  '  break  ila 


back '  (as  he  expressed  it)  without 
loss  to  the  French.  This  language 
was  reported  to  Gudin,  who  sum- 
moned tbe  man  before  him,  and  partly 
bv  threats,  and  partly  by  tbepromise 
that  he  sboula  have  the  luitricb'a 
boden  (a  small  plot  of  ground  ibrmed 
by  the  alluvion  of  the  Aar  below  the 
Grimsel)  for  his  reward,  induced  him 
to  undertake  the  guidajice  of  a  de- 
tachment of  French  troops  by  the 
path  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

"  The  pass  of  the  Grimsel  consists 
of  a  depressed  point  of  a  mountain 
ridge.  On  the  one  side  of  it  is  a 
mountain  called  Niigeli's  Gritji,  and 
on  tbe  other  is  the  Sidelhoro.  Be- 
tween the  shoulders  of  these  two 
mountains,  and  communicating  with 
them,  is  tbe  Grimsel.  In  the  militar]r 
accounts  of  this  skirmish  the  locale  is 
not  inaptly  termed  a  saddle,  of  which 
the  Grimsel  forms  the  seat,  the  pom- 
mel being  tbe  Sidelhorn,  and  the. 
croupe  tbe  Niigeli's  Gratli.  Fahner's 
undertaking  was  to  lead  the  French 
over  and  along  the  top  of  the  lli^;eli's 
Gratli  unseen  by  the  Austrians,  and 
to  brine  them  to  the  summit  <^  the 
Grimsef  at  a  higher  level  than  the 
Austrian  position. 

"  Tbe  next  moming  early  Gudin 
couHded  about  400  men  to  the  guid- 
ance of  Fahner  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
be  sent  a  smaB  detachment  over  and 
round  the  Sidelbora,  who  were  also 
to  descend  from  the  higher  parts  of 
that  mountain  upon  the  Orimsel,  and 
there  meet  the  party  guided  by  Fahner 
over  the  mountain  on  tbe  opposite 
side.    Gudin  himself  advanced  vrith 


which  the  Hospice  now  stands,  and 
attacked  Che  Austrian  position  in  front 
^with  the  characteristic  impetuosity 
of  French  soldiers.  The  Austrian 
commander  was  convinced  that  the 
attack  could  not  succeed  in  this  direc- 
tion, but  drew  down  tbe  greater  part 
of  his  force  from  tbe  summit  of  tbe 
Grimsel  in  order  to  repel  it  with  ef- 
fect, and  some  sharp  fighting  ensned. 
Suddenly  the  Anstnans  were  alarmed 
by  firing  on  tbe  heights  to  their  rear  : 
and  its  continuance,  together  with  the 
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•ppmraace  of  French  aoldiers  in  that 
direction,  convinced  them  thM  on  im- 
portant attack  was  commenced  in  a 
quarter  frota  which  thej  least  ex- 
pecled  it.  The  appearance  of  the 
enemy  in  their  rear,  n^tb  numbers  as 
unknown  ng  the  means  hy  which  they 
caiae  there,  induced  the  Austrians  to 
waver  ;  and  the  impetuous  advance  of 
Oudin  produced  a  panic  which  ended 
in  a  disorderlj  flight  up  the  Grimsel 
in  the  direction  of  Ober^estelen,  in  the 
vallej  of  the  Rhone.  On  the  summit 
of  the  Grimsel,  however,  thej  again 
met  with  the  enemy  >  for  hy  this  time 
the  troops  despatched  by  Gudm  over 
theSidelhora  had  nearly  reached  their 
destination,  and  had  almost  effected 
Uieir  junction  witfi  the  party  led  by 
F^ner ;  so  that  the  two  ends  i^ 
the  jTormidable  serpent  were  nearly 
brought  together  inst  as  the  flying 
Austrians  had  reached  the  top  of  the 
pass.  The  soldiers,  finding  tbem- 
ielves  sniTonnded,  are  s^d  lo  have 
beaten  their  sabres  and  muskets  to 
IlieceB  upon  the  granite  rocks  ;  and 
this  tradition  is  countenanced  by  the 
fact  that  fragments  of  arms,  evidently 
broken  by  violence,  are  still  occa- 
sionally found  at  this  very  spot.  The 
number  of  the  killed  is  supposed  not 
to  have  exceeded  150,  of  which  the 
French  composed  not  more  than  a  fifth 
part  The  wounded  Austrians  were 
necessarily  left  to  tbeir  fate,  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  rendering  it  im- 
possible for  such  of  their  companions 
as  escaped  to  remove  them,  and  the 
French  troops  passing  directly  over 
into  the  valley  of  the  Bhone.  The 
landlord  at  the  Hospice  fbund  a  de- 
cayed musket  lying  by  a  skdeton 
under  a  rock  about  12  months  ago,  at 
aome  distance  from  the  scene  of  the 
skirmiali." 

"  The  way  by  which  Fahner  led  the 
detachment  of  400  men  was  so  wild 
and  perilous,  skirting  the  glaciers  and 
anrrouiided  by  precipices,  without  af- 
fbrding  a  glimpse  of  a  living  enemv, 
that  the  BOldiers  became  panic-struck; 
and  suspecting  Fahner  of  treachery, 
threatened  to  aboot  him  unless  be  in- 
stantly led  them  back  lo  Gnttanen. 
With  much   difilcnlty  they  were  re< 


strained  by  iheir  officers,  who  were 
convinced  of  Fahner's  fidelity  :  Bad 
after  another  hour's  march,  the  litUe 
army  emet^ed  from  the  rocks  with 
the  Austrian  position  in  full  view  be- 
neath them. 

"  Fabner  whoUy  &iled  to  derive 
the  reward  of  his  service  for  which  he 
had  stipulated ;  hia  own  gorenmieiit 
refusing  to  ratify  the  engagement  re- 
ipectinK  the  Baterich's-n^D  which 
General  Gudin  had  made.  He  died 
in  1820;  his  son  was  for  some  ye»i  a 
servant  in  the  Hospice  at  the  Grim- 
sel, but  now  lives  at  Guttanen." — 
J.D. 

The  source  of  the  Aar  lies  in  two 
enormous  glaciers,  the  Ober  and  Unler- 
Aar-aietscher  to  the  W.  of  the  Ho- 
spice. The  unler-Aar  glader  is  the 
b«st  worth  visiting,  and  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  ice  may  be  reached 
in  40  mmntes  from  tile  Hospice.  It 
is  remarkable  for  the  evenness  of  the 
surfhce  of  ice  and  tJie  rareneas  of 
cavities  on  its  surface.  It  is  abont 
18  m.  long,  and  from  2  to  4  broad. 
Out  of  the  midst  of  it  rises  the  Fjn- 
fltcr-Aarhom ;  the  Schrockhom  is 
also  conspicuous.  These  Aar  glaciers 
are  among  the  most  interesting  in 
Switzerland  for  those  who  would  study 
the  natural  history  of  those  aingnlif 
natural  phenomena,  theirprogression, 
moraines,  &c  (§  17.)  They  are  ac- 
cessible bj  a  bad  path,  but  without 
danger  (g  12,  p.  ixxiv-X  and  with 
little  diflScult J,  and  the  sceneryaround 
is  sublime  in  the  extreme.  The  line 
of  junction  of  the  two  glaciers  of  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Aar  is  marked  by 
a  high  and  broad  ridfre  of  ice,  covered 
with  fragments  of  rocks,  the  combined 
moraine  from  the  two  glaciers.  It 
rises  in  some  places  to  a  height  of 
SO  ft,  and  resemblee  an  artificial 
canaeway  or  pier.  The  progressive 
annual  march  of  the  glacier  is  marked 
by  the  present  sitoation  of  ft  huge 
block  of  white  granite,  which  afforded 
shelter  to  a  rude  hut  now  in  ruins, 
built  by  M.  Hngi  in  1827,  at  the  foot 
of  the  rook  Im  Abschwung,  the  last  pro- 
jecting promonlory  sepiwating  Uie  two 
glaciers,  which,  in  18*0,  had  advanced 
4600  ft.  fVom    that   spot.     It   takes 
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■boat  4^  houra,  of  which  three  tre  od 
the  ice,  U>  reach  this,  and  'A  lo  return. 
On  this  glaciet  M.  Agasaii  of  Neu- 
chitel  erected  a  rude  cabin  of  drj 
stones,  under  a  block  of  mica  schist, 
known  as  Hotel  dcs  Nenchilelois,  and 
here  he  carried  on  a  series  of  interest- 
ing investieationa  and  experiments 
respecting  tbe  glaciers  for  several  sea- 
sons in  suooessioo.  This  also  is  no 
longer  tenable  ;  the  hage  rock  which 
corered  it  has  split  in  two ;  but  e. 
more  permanent  hut  has  been  erected 
on  tbe  rt.  bank  of  tEie  Racier,  b;  M. 
Dollfus  of  Mlihlbansen,  (umished 
with  instruments,  bj  means  of  which 
observations   are   made    in    the   wsv 


The  hat  Panorama  of  the  Grimael 
and  tbe  neigfabonring  peaks  and  gla- 
ciers may  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the 
BiddhorA,  a  mountain  on  the  rt.  of  the 
path  leading  to  Brieg  and  tbe  Furca; 
lie  aommit  may  be  reached  in  B  hours 
&om  tbe  Hospice;  it  is  Se34  ft.  above 
tbe  sea-leveL  It  is  not  difficult  even 
fbr  ladies. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Grimael  (6570  ft.  above  [he  sea,  TOO 
ft.  above  the  Hospice)  is  2  m.  from 
tbe  Hospice,  1  hour's  walk — a  steep 
path.  markfKt  only  by  tall  poles  stuck 
uit«  the  rock  to  guide  the  wayftrer, 
leads  op  lo  it.  On  the  crest  lies  an- 
other small  lake,  called  Todtm  See,  or 
Ziake  of  tbe  Dead,  either  from  tbe  dead 
sterility  around,  or  because  the  bodies 
of  those  who  perished  on  the  pass 
were  thrown  into  it  by  way  of  burial. 
Along  the  crest  of  the  mountain  nms 
the  boundary-line  between  Berne  and 
tbe  Vallois,  and  here  the  path  divides 
— that  on  the  L  side  of  the  lake  leads 
by  tbe  Meyenwand  to  tbe  glacier  of 
the  Bhone  (distant  aboat  5  m.),  and 
to  the  Pass  ot  the  Furca  (Boule  30)  i 
that  on  tbe  rt.  of  it  goes  to  Ober- 
Oeatelen,  but  it  would  be  worth  the 
~  wbUe  of  tbe  traveller  bound  thither, 
to  make  a  dct^nr  of  about  6  \q.  by 
the  I.  hand  path  to  visit  the  glacier 
and  souree  of  tbe  Rhone.  By  the  di- 
rect road  it  is  a  walk  of  10  m.  from 
die  HosjHce  erf' the  Orimset  to 


highest)  in  tbe  Upper  Vallais,  and  is 
4360  ft.  above  the  sea-leveL  It  is 
situated  on  tbe  rt.  bank  of  the  Rhone, 
aboot  8  m.  below  its  source  in  the 
glacier.  It  is  the  depot  for  the  cheese 
transported  out  of  canton  Beme  into 
Ital^,  and  is  a  place  of  some  traffic,  as 
it  lies  at  the  Jmiction  of  the  three 
bridle-roads  over  the  Grimsel,  the 
Furca,  and  the  Giies  (Ronte  29). 

In  1720,  S4  men  were  killed  here 
by  an  avalanche,  and  lie  buried  in 
one  Brave  in  the  chnrc' 

The  descent  of  tbe 
from  Ober-Qestelen  t 
tance  of  8  hours  <=  26  m.,  is  lame  and 
uninteresting  above  Niederwald,  below 
which,  especially  about  Viesch,  its 
scenery  is  singularly  beautiful.  The 
road  runs  along  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhone.     As   far    as    Obenvald   it    is 

S'acticable  for  light  chars.  From 
berwald  a  path  diverges  over  the 
col  of  the  Gerenhom  lo  tbe  Niifenen. 
Opposite  the  village  of  Ulrichen,  the 


valley   of  Fginen   opent 
runs  the  paOi  lei  " 
and  the  Nufeni 


coding  over  the  Griei 


passed  in  rapid 

.  One  of  the  lai^sl  is 
1^  MUnster,  conluning  about  400 
inhab.,  and  a  good  /nn,  La  Croix. 
Tbe  natives  of  Qie  Upper  Vallais  are 
a  distinct  and  apparently  superior  race 
lo  those  of  tbe  Lower.  The  language 
is  German.  The  Romans  never  pe- 
netrated into  the  higher  part  of  the 
Bhone  valley. 

31  Viesch  (ft  capital  country  Inn, 
chez  Xellens)  lies  at  the  entrance  of  a 
side  valley,  blocked  up  at  its  upper 
extremity  by  a  elacier,  above  wbic^ 
rise  the  peaks  cal^  Viescher-Homer. 
There  exists  a  tradition  that  a  path 
once  led  up  this  valley  to  Griodel- 
' '      "'   '     -  iw  entirely  stopped  by 


the  glacier,  and  this  circ 
supposed  to  prove  a  great  increase  of 
the  mass  of  ice.  "Either  at  Viescb 
or  Laax,  very  decent  accommodation 
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maj  be  had  ;  and  it  is  worth  while  to 
pass  a  night  at  one  or  other,  to  ascend 
the  Etishonu  Thia'  is  an  insulated 
point,  oomDianding  a  superb  riew  of 
the  S.  side  of  the  Bemesc  Alps,  and 
of  the  moQDtains  of  the  Vallais,  from 
the  FurcB  t«  the  Matterhum,  and  I 
beUeFe  still  further,  even  ta  Moot 
Blanc.  Immediatelv  below,  at  the 
bottom  of  one  branch  of  the  great  e\a- 
cier  of  Aletsch,  is  a  small  lake,  of  ifeep 
~ '  ae,  studded  with  floaliug 


icebergs  - 


gulB 


e  little  used  a 


^h,  and  the  tra- 

lust   Dot    depend   on    finding 

le  were  told  that   ours  were 

Srst  which   bad   mounted.     The 

by    a    sledge-palh, 

chSlet,  where  we  left  the  horses;  then 
1  hour  30  minutes  to  the  ridge  of  the 
mountain,  where  we  left  the  ladies ; 
then  45  minutes'  stiff  climbing  U>  the 
Slunmit  of  the  Som,  a,  sharp  pile  of 
huge  stones  heaped  together,  it  is  hard 
to  ^ese  how.  The  Finster-Aarhom, 
though  nearer,  looks  less  imposing 
than  from  the  Faulhom.  This  is  a 
new  expedition,  just  beeiuning  (o  be 
known,  and  is  a  fatiguing  da^  for 
ladies ;  few  would  attempt  to  climb 
the  horn ;  and,  indeed,  the  view  is  not 
SO  greatly  superior  to  that  from  the 
lower  ridge  as  to  make  it  essential  to 
iocnr  the  additional  fatigue.  Those 
of  our  party  were  s^d  to  hare  been 
the  first  who  ascended ;  they  de> 
scended  from  (he  chilet  on  a  cheese 
sledge,  fitted  up  for  the  occasion,  with 
a  cushion,  Sec,  with  great  ease,  ra- 
pidity, and  satiafection.  Descent  from 
Horn  to  chalet,  50  minutes,  quick  ; 
thence  to  Yiesch,  near  2  hours  30 
minutes.  About  S^  hours  going ;  it 
would  he  done  quicker  on  foot."- — 
A.T.Ar.     - 

Siposite  to  Viesch,  a  pass,  appa- 
y  of  no  particulftr  b^uty,  leads 
into  the  Yal  Formazza. 

aMoreU  (7nn.-  VenaU). 
e  stream  of  the  Uasea,  descend- 
ing from  the  N.,  is  supplied  by  the 
great  glacier  of  Aletsch,  a  branch  of 
that  vast  expanse  of  ice  which  extends 


to  Qrindelwald  in  Canton  Berne 
(§  17). 

IJ  Naters,  a  village  of  600  Inhsb, 
lies  in  a  beautiful  situation  and  in  a 
milder  cliniate,  where  the  chestnut 
begins  to  flourish.  Above  it  rises  the 
romed  castle  of  Auf  der  Fliih,  or 
Supersax. 

A  wooden  bridge  leads  across  the 
lihone  to  the  great  highroad  at 

f  Brieg,  at  Uie  foot  of  the  Simplou 
(Ete.  59),  where  the  Post  is  good. 

ROUTE  29. 


(PO 


»T), 


About  15  hrs.  =  49  Ene.  m.  It  is 
a  walk  of  6  hrs.  over  the  Gries  lo 
Kehrbacbi,  and  a  long  day's  iouniey 
thence  to  Domo  d'Ossola.  A  guidi 
should  be  taken  over  the  Col  as  fir  *s 
FrutvaL 

A  mule-path,  not  dangerous,  though 
it  crosses  a  glacier,  but  difficult  and 
very  fatiguing.  The  traveller  who 
follows  it  wiQ  be  rewarded  by  U* 
scenes  of  wildness  and  grandeur  of 
the  Val  Antigorio  and  Formaui, 
which  "  are  nowhere  exceeded  among 
the  Alps." 

On  the  Italian  aide  of  the  Pass  at 
Crodo  and  Fremia  there  are  tolerable 
inns,  and  from  either  of  these  places 
it  is  easy  to  go  in  one  day  across  the 
pass  of  the  Val  Tosa  into  canton 
Tessin.  The  passage  of  the  Griea 
requires  a  long  summer'a  day,  as, 
notwithstanding  the  apparently  short 
distance  on  the  map,  the  walk  up 
the  valley  from  Crodo  to  Formaraa 
(Wald)  requires  full  6  hrs.,  and  thence 
to  Ob<:^-Gestelen  8  hrs. 

In  crossing  the  Kiifenen  from  Bri^ 
it  is  useless  to  go  to  Ober-Gesteleu. 
The  traveller  ascending  the  Vallai« 
can  cross  the  Rhone  by  a  bridge  a 
little  aljove  Miinster  (/b»  good),  and 
reach  the  Kginenthal  in  an  hour. 

Bebw  Ober-Gestelen  (p«g8  91)  a 
bridge  leads  across  the  lUione,  and 
the  path  fallows  the  L  bank  as  far  as 
the  village  Im  Loch,  where  it  tunii 
to  the  L,  and  begins  to  aacend  lbs 
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BginenthA],  crossing  the  stream  of  the 
E^nen  above  a  pretty  cascade  80  ft. 
hwh,  which  it  forms.  A  bard  climb 
of  about  2  hrs.,  first  through  Urch- 
wood,  then  across  a  sterile,  stony  tract, 
and  fioallf  over  a  little  plain  of  green 
meadoir,  dotted  with  the  chalets  of 
E^ina,  brings  the  traveller  to  (he  foot 
oT  the  final  and  most  diSicolt  ascent. 
Near  this  point  a  path,  striking  off  on 
the  L,  leads  over  me  pass  of  the  N!i- 
frnen  (Rle.  35)  to  Airolo.  Here  Tege- 
tation  ceases,  snow  i^pears  first  in 
patches,  and  at  last  the  glacier  blochs 
up  tho  terminstion  of  the  valley.  It 
lakes  about  20  m.  to  cross  it  The 
direction  of  the  path  over  it  is  marked 
bj  poles  stuck  apr^ht  in  the  ice. 
Along  the  crest  of  the  moonbun  nms 
the  frontier  line  separating  Switier- 
land  &om  Sardinia.  The  sammit  of 
Ihemss  is  7900  ft.  above  the  sea. 

"Bare  and  scathed  rocks  rose  on 
rather  side  in  terrible  grandeur  out 
of  the  glaciers  to  an  immense  height. 
The  silence  of  the  place  added  greatly 
to  its  sublimity;  and  I  saw,  in  this 
most  appropriate  spot,  one  of  the  large 
eagles  of  the  Alps,  the  Lanunergoyer, 
which  was  whirling  its  flight  round 
a  moiintain-peak,  and  increased  the 
deep  emotion  excited  by  the  solitude 
of  tne  scene." — -Jroctofon. 

In  clear  weather  a  magnificent  view 
presents  itself  from  this  point  of  the 
chain  of  Bemese  Alps.  The  descent 
on  the  Sardinian  aide  of  the  pass  (as 
usual  among  the  Alps)  is  steeper  than 
on  the   N. ;  it  is  also  more   difficult 


J  four  distinct  stages  or  platforms, 

separated  by  steep  steps,  or  dips,  from 
each  other.  The  first  is  called  Bettel- 
matt ;  the  second  Mbrast  (morass),  on 
which  the  miserable  group  of  chSiets, 
called  Kchrbachi  (the  highest  winter 
habitations),  are  sitasted:  the  third 
is  Anf  der  Fmtt,  with  another  hamlet 
of  chilets,  and  a  small  chapel.  Be- 
fore reaching  it,  the  traveller  falls  in 
with  flie  river  Toccio,  or  Tosa,  which 
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I  stream,    and,   descending  the  fourth 

steep  declivity,  arrives  at  the  Falls  of 
t/ie  Tosa,  the  approach  to  which  has 

e — j^jjg  previously  been  pro- 

_..!._! — easing  roar  of  the 

...    of   the   most  re- 

markable  calaru!ts  among  (he  Alps, 


claimed  by  the  increasing  i 


valley,   and  U 
Haegiore.    Beyond    the 
paf^crossea  to  the  1.  I 


It  of  i1 


is  surpassed  only  by  that  of  the 
SchaCFhausen.  It  does  not  descend  in 
on©  leap,  but  in  a  succession  of  steps, 
fbrming  an  uninterrupted  mass  of 
wh)t«  foam  for  a  length  of  perhaps 
1000  ft.,  while  the  entire  perpen- 
dicular descent  is  not  much  less  ihan 
500.  Seen  from  below,  it  has  a  trian- 
gular appearance;  above,  not  more 
than  80  ft,  wide,  and  expanding  gra- 
dually towards  the  bottom.     ■"■  '    ■■■ 


n.  below  the  Falls  is  the  village 
of  Frutvol,  situated  on  the  4tb  pla- 
teau, where  there  is  a  comfortable 
little  inn;  the  master  speaks  Itslian. 
2  m.  farther  is  the  village  of  Fonnozia 
(Fommat  or  Wald),  where  is  a  poor 
but  dear  inn.~-B  The  inhabitants  of 
he  npper  part  of  (he  valley,  as  fer 
IS  Foppiano,  are  of  German  descent, 
.peakinB^that  language,  and,  according 
o  tnuution  (?),  descendants  of  a 
colony  from  the  Entlebuch.  Owing 
to  this  intermixture  of  languages, 
almost  all  the  viUages  hare  a  German 
I  well  as  Italian  name.  Formaxza 
about  23  m.  from  Ober-Gestelon. 
The  lower  part  of  the  vale  of  the 
Tosa  aboujids  in  exqnisite  scenery. 
The  Gorge  of  Foppiano  (Germ.  Unier- 
Stalden),  5  m,  below  Fonnaiia,  is 
particularly  grand.  Lower  down  it 
expands,  and  displays  all  the  softer 
beauties  of  high  cultivation,  luxuriant 
vegetation,  and  thick  population.  Be- 
low the  vill^  called  Premia,  where 
there  is  a  tolerable  iiut,  a  stream  de- 
scending from  the  W.  joins  the  Tosa, 
and  the  valley  changes  its  name  into 
Tal  Antigorio. 

"The  sav^e  grandeur  of  the  Val 
Pormaiza,  down  which  the  river  takes 
its  passage,  and  the  delicious  re^on 
through  which  it  rolls  in  the  Val 
Antigorio,  cannot  be  painted  in  too 
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slowing  coloun.  In  these  high  Tal- 
bys,  fully  exposed  to  the  power  of 
the  aununer  sun,  there  ia  truly  a 
'blending  of  all  beaatiea.'  The  vine, 
the  fig,  and  the  browl-le&fed  cheat- 
nnl,  uid  other  proob  of  the  Inxuri- 
mnce  of  the  rail  of  It^y,  present 
theauelTes  eTGrywhera  to  the  eye, 
intermixed  with  the  grey  blocks  Test- 
ing on  the  flanks  and  at  the  feet  of 
the  high  granite  ridge,  out  of  whose 
recesses  you  have  not  aa  yet  escaped. 
Instead  of  the  weather-stained  and 
Umple  habitation  of  the  hardy  Yal- 
laiutn,  sheltered  bv  th«  black  belt  of 
forest,  apon  which  slone  I  had  glanced 
.  yeslOTday,  I  now  saw,  on  the  southern 
declivity  of  the  same  range,  the  sub- 
stantial Italian  structure,  with  its 
r^ulor  outline,  and  simple  ^et  beau- 
timl  proportion,  and  the  (ilia,  the 
handsome  church,  or  the  stone  cot- 
tage, surrounded  by  its  girdle  of 
vines— the  vine  not  in  its  stiff  and 
unpictureaqne  Swiss  or  Rhenish  dress, 
but  the  true  vine  of  Italy  and  of 
poetry,  flinging  its  pliant  and  luxu- 
riant branches  over  the  rustic  ve- 
randa, or  twining  its  long  garland 
from  tree  to  tree.' — Zairote. 

This  charming  valley  ia  the  chosen 
retreat  of  numerous  retired  citiiena, 
such  as  bankers,  jewellers,  &c.,  who 
have  built  themselves  villas  in  it. 
The  nucB-slftle  rocka  occurring  near 
Premia  and  San  Hichele  are  stuck 
as  full  of  red  garnets  as  a  jSudding  is 
with  plums. 

At  Crodo  there  is  an  inn,  large, 
but  not  better  than  that  at  Frutvid  ; 
these  are  the  only  two  in  the  valley :  at 
Crodo  is  a  Sardijiian  Custom-house. 

From  Crodo  or  Premia  a  pass  leads 
into  the  Vol  Bedretto  :  it  presents  no 
great  difficulties  in  fine  weather,  ex- 
cept that  the  path  is  so  faintly  marked 
as  to  be  scarcely  distinguished  from 
the  numerous  tracks  of  cattle.  It  de- 
scends on  Hospital  si  Acqua  (see 
Rte.  Sb),  3  hours'  walk  above  Airolo, 
where  a.  chalet  aftbrda  a  bed  and  to- 
lerable mineatra, — 3.  B, 

The  rood  below  Crodo  crosses  the 
river  twice  Iwfore  it  reaches  San 
Harco,  and  about  2  m.  farther  enters 
^e  Simplm  road,  at  tlw   lofty  and 
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beautiflil  bridge  of  CretoU,  near  the 
junction  of  the  Vedro  with  the  Tosa. 
(Bte.  S9.) 
3  m,  farther  on  lies  Domo  d'Ossoia. 


gerous,  and  not  very  difficnlt,  except- 
ing the  part  between  the  summit  of  »)e 
Grimsel  and  the  glacier  of  the  lUione 


better 

to  cross  on  foot  than  on  horseback. 
The  distance  from  the  Hospice  of  Uie 
Qrimael  (o  the  glacier  of  the  Rhone  is 
about  e^  m.  f2  Ers.}.  On  reaching  the 
summit  of  the  pasa  (p.  91),  the  path 
leaves  on  the  rt.  hand  the  gloomy 
little  Lake  of  the  Dead,  and  sLrirting 
along  the  brink  of  a  precimtous  slope, 
descends  very  rapidly.  This  portion 
of  the  road  is  the  worst  of  the  whole, 
being  very  ateep,  slippery,  and  muddy, 
in  consequence  of  the  melting  snow 
which  generally  lies  near  the  summit. 
However,  it  soon  brings  the  traveller 
in  Bight  of  the  Glacier,  though  at  » 
conaioerable  depth  tielow  him.  On  at- 
taining the  bottom  of  tbeMayenwand, 
he  will  find  a  rustic  Tna,  alfordine 
accommodation  both  for  eating  and 
sleeping,  but  where  he  will  be  subjeot 
to  esCortion  :  let  bim  be  on  his  guard. 
About  4  mile  above  it  the  Rhone 
issues  out  to  day  at  the  foot  of  the 
Shone  Olanier,  one  of  the  grandest  in 
Switzerland,  fit  cradle  for  so  mighty 
a  stream.  It  fills  the  head  of  the 
valley  from  side  to  aide,  and  appear* 
mien  up  againat  the  shonlder  of  the 
GaUraistock,  whose  tall  peak  over- 
hangs iL  The  soorcs  of  the  Rhone, 
in  a  cavern  of  ice,  is  about  5400  ft. 
above  the  sea.  If  you  pursue  a  track 
np  the  W.  aide,  or  rt.  bank  of  the  gla- 
cier, you  come  suddenly  upon  a  very 
fine  waterfall,  rushing  forth  Irom  the 
summit  of  the  glacier,  and  dasliing 
without  a  break  into  an  icy  cavern 
about  150  ft.  below,  sendiiw  forth 
clouds  of  &eetiuj[  ^iray.    This  large 
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body  of  water,  after  forming  &  paa- 
aage  for  itself  under  tlie  glacier,  issneB 
fbrth  from  the  cavern  at  its  fool. 

A  guide  is  at  times  desirable  to 
point  out  the  track  across  the  Furcu. 

The  path  leadine  to  the  Furca 
ascends  along  the  E.  side  of  the  va^t 
basin,  having  Ihe  glacier  on  the  1.  for 
a  considerable  distance.  From  this 
point  the  best  view  is  obtained  of  this 
magnificent  sea  of  ice,  and  a  cor- 
rect idea  may  be  formed  of  its  ex- 
tent and  thickness  as  the  traveller 
passes  vkitbin  stone's  throw  of  its 
vawning  crevices.  The  path  then 
leaves  me  glacier  to  mount  upwards 
through  a  valley  of  green  pastures 
to  the  sommiC  oi  the  pass,  or  Fork, 
between  two  mountain  peaks,  from 
which  it  receives  its  name.  From 
this  point,  8300  (L  above  the  sea,  near 
the  Cross  which  marks  the  boundur; 
of  the  cantons  of  the  Vallaia  and  of 
Uri,  there  is  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
Bernese  Chain,  the  Fluster- Aar-Hom 
being  pre-eminent  among  its  peaks. 
The  top  of  the  Furca  is  never  alto- 
gether free  from  snow ;  there  is  no 
plain  or  level  surface  on  it.  The  de- 
scent commences  as  soon  as  the  crest 
is  crossed  over  the  Sidli  Alp,  which 
is  covered  with  pastures,  but  monoto- 
nous and  uninteresting  in  its  scenerj, 
and  destitute  of  trees.  The  traveller 
must  pick  his  way,  as  he  beet  may, 
among  a  multitude  of  deep  holes  cut 
by  the  feet  of  mules  and  cattle.  Ex- 
cent  a.  few  scftttored  chileta,  no  human 
habitation  occurs  between  the  chalet 
of  (he  Bhone  Glacier  and  the  Email 


monks  have  a  small  chapel  and 
convent  of  ease,  and  where  Bi  small 
Iim  CH.  des  Alpes,  clean  and  tolerable, 
but  dear)  has  been  established.  It  ia 
about  6^  m.  hence  to 

Hospentha),   on    the  St.  Gothard. 
(Bte.  34.) 

BOUTB  31. 


There  is  a  eood  char  road  as  &r  as 
Engelberg :  thence  to  Altoif,  across 
(he  pass,  a  horse  path. 

gtanistad— the  landing-place  for 
those  coming  in  row-boats  from  Lu- 
cerne— is  a  small  village  on  the  m»r- 
Bpn  of  the  lake,  immewately  opposite 
Winkel,  under  the  Hotibere,  whose 
ruined  castle  is  an  historical  monu- 
ment (see  Kle.  19).  Stanistad  is  dis- 
tinguished by  its  tall  watch-towers, 

5  centuries  old.  In  1315,  a  little  k>e- 
fore  the  battle  of  Morganen,  a  vessel 
laden  with  Austrian  partisans  was 
crushed  and  swamped  by  a  millstone 
hurled  from  the  top  of  this  tower. 
An  avenue  of  walnut-trees  leads,  in 
2  m.,  to  Stani. 

The  Steamtn  from  Lucerne  and 
Fliielen  land  passengers  at 

Bcckenried,  a  vill^  of  1400  Inhab^ 
beautifully  situated,  where  the  Soleil 
is  a  good  and  clean  Inn.  It  om  fornish 
chars  or  horses. 

A  rood  runs  hence  to  Stanx,  coast- 
ing at  first  round  the  bay  of  Buochg, 
and  thence  to  Lungern,  7  boars' 
drive.  A  oarriaBo  with  2  horses, 
from  Beckenried  thither,  costs  30  fr. 
There  are  pleasant  walks  around 
Beckeuried.  The  steamer  touches 
there  4  dmes  a-day.     Beckeuried  is 

6  m.  from 

Stana  —  Innt ;  Krone  (Crown)  ; 
En|;cl  (Angel)  — capital  of  the  lower 
division  (Kidwalden)  of  canton  Un- 
terwolden,  contains  1200  Inhab.  It 
was  in  the  RatUiaui  of  Stanz  that 
the  venerable  Swiss  worthy  Nicolas 
Von  der  Flue  appeased  the  burning 
dissensions  of  the  confederates,  in 
1481,  by  his  wise  and  soothing  coun- 
sels, la  the  existing  building  there 
is  B  picture  (7daub)  representmg  him 
taking  leave  of  bis  family.  In  (he 
market-place  ia  a  statue  of  Arnold 
of  Winkelried,  a  native  of  Stami  (see 
paee  14),  with  the  "sheaf  of  spears" 
in  his  arms.  His  house  is  also  shown 
here,  but  it  seems  modem,  or,  at 
least,  is  modernised.  The  field  on 
whidi  it  stands  is  called  in  old  re- 
cords "  the  meadow  of  Wiokelried's 
children."  On  tbe  outer  walls  of  the 
bone-house,  attached  to  the  handsome 
Faridt  CAurcA,  is  a  tablet  to  the  me- 
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moTj  of  the  onfortniiate  people  of 
NidwaJden  (386  in  nnmber,  includ- 
ing 102  women  and  25  children)  who 
were  nukssacred.  in  defending  their 
homes,  by  the  French  in  September, 
1798.     Id  that  year  "-■-   -'--"■—    -' 


ion  tjraDnicaUy  imposed  on 

it  bj  the  French  republic.  TTie  an- 
cient spirit  of  Swiss  independence, 
f^ned  and  excited  by   the  exhort- 


e  was  hopelt 
less),  stirred  np  thia  ill-fated  com- 
munity to  engage  an  army  ten  times 
greater  than  any  force  they  conld 
oppose  to  it,  and  consistiDg  of  veteran 
troops.  At  a  time  when  the  larger 
and  more  powerful  cantons  had 
yielded,  almost  without  a  struggle, 
the  brave  but  misguided  men  of  Un- 
terwalden  and  Sehwytz  afforded  the 
soLtary  proof  that  Swiss  bravtry  and 
lore  of  freedom  were  not  exUnct  in 
the  land  of  TelL  Their  desperate 
resistance,  however,  served  only  to 
inflame  the  fury  of  their  foes. 

After  a  vain  attempt  made  by  the 
French  t«  stsrre  die  Unterwaldeners 
into  anbmission,  "  on  the  3rd  of  Sep- 
tember, 1798,  General  Schauenburg, 
the  French  commander,  directed  a 
general  attack  to  be  made,  by  means 
of  boats  from  Lncerne,  as  well  as  by 
tlie  Oberland.  Bepulaed  wilh  great 
spirit  by  the  inhabitants,  only  2000 
Strong,  the  attack  was  renewed  every 
day  from  the  3rd  to  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember. On  this  last  day,  towards 
two  in  the  afternoon,  new  reinforce- 
ments having  penetrated  by  the  land 
«de,  with  field-pieces,  the  invaders 
forced  their  way  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  country.  In  their  despair  the 
people  rushed  on  them  with  very  in- 
terior arms.  Whole  families  perished 
together  ;  no  qnarler  was  given  on 
eiuier  side.  18  yonng  women  were 
fbnnd  among  the  dead,  side  by  side, 
with  their  fathers  and  brothers,  near 
the  chapel  of  Winkelried.  83  persona 
who  had  taken  shelter  in  the  church 
of  Stani  were  slaughtered  there,  with 
the  priest  at  the  ^tar.    £>ery  house 


in  the  open  country,  in  alt  600,  was 
burnt  down  ;  Stanz  itself  excepted, 
which  was  saved  by  the  humauity  of 
a  dief  de  brigade.  The  inhabitants 
who  survived  this  day,  ivandering  in 
the  mountains  without  the  means  of 
subsistence,  would  have  died  during 
the  ensuing  winter  if  they  had  not 
received  timely  assistance  from  the 
other  cantons,  from  Germany  and 
England,  and  from  the  French  mnr 
itself,  after  its  first  fury  waa  abated. 
— Simoad. 

The  attack  upon  Stanistad  was 
conducted  by  General  Foy,  afterwards 
BO  prominent  a  leader  of  the  liberal 
party  in  France.  That  unfortunate 
village  was  totally  consumed. 

The  distance  from  Stanz  to  Engel- 
berg  is  about  4  h.  r=  13  Ene.  m.  Ihe 
road  follows  the  course  of  the  Aar 
upwards,  gradually  ascending,  and 
passing  Wwfenschiess  with  its  mined 
castle,  and  GrUenort,  where  there  is 
a  smi^  inn.  Beyond  thia  the  vallej 
contracts.  The  road  is  carried  up  a 
steep  ascent  nearly  6  m.  long,  tra- 
versmg  thick  .woofis,  amidst  scenery 
of  the  nighest  sublimity.  In  the  midst 
of  it^  in  the  depdi  of  the  valley,  lie 


—3220  fL  above  the  se 
in  on  all  sides  by  Jofty  mountains 
topped  with  snow,  and  based  by  pre- 
cipices from  whicli,  in  winter  time  and 
in  spring,  numerous  avalanches  are 
precipitated.  At  their  base,  upon  a 
verdtmt  slope,  contrasting  agreeably 
with  rock  and  snow,  the  Benedictine 
Abbey  rises  conspicuous  among  the 
ordinary  habitations  of  the  vmage. 
It  was  tounded  in  1120,  and  received 
from  Pope  CaUxtus  II.  the  name  of 
Jfoiu  Angetomm,  from  a  tradition  that 
the  site  of  the  building  was  fixed  by 
angds— 

Sung  fromlhithnvBnlvgTonoa,  ia  middleilr. 
Mads  known  tbe  >pol  wbersPletT  ihoald  nUe 
A  holy  rtmctme  to  iVAlmtghlj'i  pr»i«i." 

Having  been  three  times  destroyed  by 
fire,  the  existing  edifice  is  not  older 
than  the  middle  of  the  last  century, 
"  The  architecture  is  unimpressive, 
but  (he  sitoatiim  is  worthy  of  Use 


Sidtzerland. 
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bonooTB  whicli  the  imagination  of 
mounlKineers  hu  conferred  upon 
The  convent  is  indepeadent  of  aay 
bighop  or  sovereign  but  die  Pope  bim- 
«elf,  or  his  legate  :  its  revenues,  onc« 
more  considerable,  were  seriously  di- 
minished bj  the  f  ranch,  bat  it  still 
possesses  yuoable  alpine  pastures,  and 
the  cheeses  produced  on  them  an 
SKffed  in  an  adjacent  warehouse.  Il 
contains,  at  present,  onl;  19  brothers: 
it  has  a  large  Church  and  a  Litnury  of 
some  value  ;  the  roof  of  the  apartment 
in  which  it  is  placed  has  been  cracked 

by  an  earthquake.    Travellers  " 

eeived  and  entertained  u 


The  Titlis,  the  chief 
tains  which  overhang  this  lomantic 
solitndo,  rises  on  the  S.  of  the  con- 
rent  to  a  hraght  of  7530  fL  above  the 
ralle]',  and  11,414  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  Its  principal  peak,  the  Nollen, 
composed  of  limesbnie,  is  said  (o  be 
visible  (?)  from  Strasbure  :  it  is  fre- 
quently ascended,  and  wiuiout  danger. 
It  is  covered  with  glaciers,  1T5  fL  thick, 
from  which  numerous  avalanches  fall, 
in  spring,  with  a  roar  Kke  thund^. 

iV  Toss  of  fia  JotA  (see  Bte,  33) 
leads  from  JBngelbei^  to  Aleyringen 
in  S^  to  9  hrs. 

["  Two  pHSses  lead  from  Engelberg 
into  thv  head  of  the  Melcfathal,  the 
JodUi,  somewhat  difficult,  aud  the 
Storegg,  shorter,  less  high,  and  more 
frequented.  The  path,  however,  is 
indifferent  and  Hi-defined  in  places. 
It  leaves  the  small  lake,  called  Later 
See,  on  the  rt.,        '  -      -      - 


S  hrs.  a 


"Ta: 


(hun  Engelberg  to  Sachseien." — i.  D.] 
From  Bngelberg  to  Altorf,  by  the 
Pats  of  the  Barmen,  is  a  walk  of  7) 
hrs.,  about  23}  m.  The  footpath 
reaches,  after  about  3m.,  the  dairybe- 
lo^ing  to  the  convent,  called  Ber- 
renreutt,  where  good  cheese  is  made  : 
SO  cows  are  attached  to  it )  the  pas- 
tores  are  refreshed  by  more  than  20 
springs  rising  upon  them.  From  the 
sleep  sides  of  the  Hahnenberg,  on 
die  N.E.,  a  beaotiful  waterfall  bursts 
forth,  called  Datachbach.  The  path 
now  winds  round  the  base  of  a  pro- 
jecting Qioimtam,  beyond  whidh  the 
\Sa:ib.'} 


valley  makes  ■  bend  in  a  N.B.  direo. 
tion,  and,  fullowing  the  course  of  the 
Aa  torrent  for  about  6  m.,  crosses  il, 
and  then  turns  nearly  due  E.  The 
Stierenbach,  the  principal  feeder  at 
that  stream,  is  now  seen  descending  in 
a  pretty  cascade  into  the  deep  abyss. 
Half  an  hour's  walk  below  the  smmniE 
stand  a  few  ch^ets,  and  beyond  [hem 
the  traveller  has  Co  make  bis  way 
across  a  field  of  perpetual  snow,  to 
the  summit  of  the  pass,  or  Sureoen 
lilck,  a  narrow  ridge  not  more  than 
5  fL  wide,  between  the  Blakenstock  on 
the  1.  and  the  Schlossberg  on  the  rt, 
T48t>ft.  above  the  sea.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  ascent  theTitlia 
shines  forth  an  object  of  the  greatest 
magnificence,  and  a  long  line  of  peaks 
atui  glaciers  extend  from  it  iuunter> 
ruptedly  to  the  Surenen.  Another 
view  now  opens  out  on  the  opposite 
side  into  the  valleys  of  Maderan  and 
Schachen,  and  js  bounded  in  the 
extreme  distance  by  the  snowy  lop  of 
the  Gliirnisch  in  canton  Glanis.  On 
the  side  of  the  Surenen,  lying  within 
the  limits  of  canton  Uri,  Che  surface 
of  snow  to  be  crossed  is  greater,  and 
the  descent  is  steeper.  Traversing  lh« 
snow,  and  a  desolate  tract  covered  witb 
broken  rocks  beyond,  Che  chSlets  of 
Waldnacht  are  passed;  tndthen.byChe 
tful  gorge  of  Boeby,  the  path  is 
icted  into  the  valley  of  the  Reuss, 
forking  off  on  the  rL  to  Erstfeld,  For 
those  who  wish  to  ascend  the  St, 
Gothard—  and  on  the  L  to  Attinghau- 
sen,  ft>r  those  who  are  bound  to  .^torf. 
In  1799,  a  division  of  the  French 
army,  under  Lecourbe,  crossed  this 
pass  with  cannon  to  attack  the  Aus- 
triang  in  the  valley  of  the  ticuss,  bat 
soon  driven  back  the  same  way 
by  the  impetuous  descent  of  Suwar- 
-  iw  from  the  St.  Gothard, 
Altorf.  (See  Rte.  34,  p.  101.) 

ROUTE  32. 


li  hrs.  -=  37  Eng.  m. 
_n    1811,    when    Ibe    Vailais    was 
added  by   Napoleon   to  the    French 
empire,  a  char-road  was  constructed 
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from  U eyringen  to  Stein,  uid  [on  the 
tide  of  canton  Uri  from  Wuen  to 
Feraingen,  to  enable  the  inhabitunta 
of  canton  Berne  to  conrej  their  pro- 
duce into  Italy  through  the  Swiss  ter- 

■tre  allered,  it  has  &llen  out  of  repair 
in  many  places,  and  can  onlj  be  re- 
garded Ba  a  bridle-path.  It  is  a  flne 
|iaaa  ;  the  Gadmenthal  b^g  ^ei^ 
grand.— A.  T.  ii.    It    -   - 


a  one  long  day  &oni  Meyringei 
Hospentlial,  on  ihe  St.  Gothard,  and 
ita  wild  beauty  will  repay  him.    The 
word  SuBt  means  toll  o(  cnatom-houBe, 
whence  the  uuue. 

The  route  of  the  Orimsel  is  followed 
from  Ueyringeu  as  &r  as  Im  Hof 
(p.  87),  where,  quittiDg  the  side  of 
the  Aa,  the  paih  rollows  the  course  of 
the  Gadmeo,  ascending  the  toUct 
called,  as  its  lower  extremity,  Uohb* 
thai,  higher  np  Neasel-tbal )  and  be* 
yond  the  Tillage  of 

4j  Gadmen,  Gadmenthal.  Utii 
village  of  550  Inhab.  is  3T50  ft.  abore 
the  sea-terel,  and  is  composed  of  3 
Satinet  groups  of  houses,  Eck,  Am- 
bnhl,  ana  Obermatt,  J  of  a  mile  higher 
up,  1 1  m.  from  Heyringen,  where  a 
□ew  Inn,  the  Bear,  seema  clean.  The 
char-road  was  not  carried  f^irthor  than 
the  chilats  of  St«in,  and  a  portion  of 
it  was  destroyed  a  fbw  years  ago  by 
the  sudden  advance  of  the  glacier  of 
Slein,  which  was  originally  a  mile  dis- 
tant from  it,  desceoifing  from  a  valley 
on  the  S.  The  appearance  of  the 
glacier  ia  remarkable,  as  it  assumes 
a  fan  shape  at  its  terminatioa.  At 
the  foot  of  the  Stein  glacier  is 
a  very  comfortable  chilet  serving 
ks  an  Inn,  A  steep  ascent  of  2 
hours  brings  the  traveller  to 

3  The  top  of  the  Suslen  Pass,  6980  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  Mediterranean, 
IS  m.  from  Meyringeo,  and  10  or  11 
troia  Waaen.  The  view  ia  very  fine  ; 
the  serrated  ridges,  and  the  many- 
pointed  peaks  of  the  mountaina  hound- 
ing the  Mayenthal,  through  which  the 
descent  lies,  especially  arrest  the  at- 
tention. There  ia  always  some  anow 
on  the  £.  declivity  of  Ihe  Pass.    The 


firat  chUetsaremet  with  on  the  HnDda- 
olp.  The  stream  of  the  Mayen-Reius, 
isauing  ont  oif  the  Stein -glacier  (rt), 
is  crossed  several  times,  nntil  at  tha 
Haoaerbracke,  a  considerable  diatanoe 
Itelow  Femiogen,  the  unfinished  char- 
rood  again  oomineoceB.  Lower  dowa 
is  the  village  of  Mayen,  or  Meyen, 
where  there  is  ao  /nn,  not  so  good 
as  that  at  Obennatl.  Most  of  th» 
houses  in  this  valley  are  proteeted 
from  the  descending  avalanches  by  a 
stone-dyke,  or  well-propped  palisade 
of  wood  raised  on  the  hill-aide  behind 
them,  Co  turn  away  the  falling  mow 
from  their  roofs.  Near  the  junction 
of  the  valleys  of  the  Mayen  and  the 
Betist  are  shattered  remains  of  an 
hexi^nol  redonbt  (achanie),  whkA 
was  fortided  by  Ihe  Austriana  in 
1799,  and  stormed  and  taken  from 
them  by  the  French  under  Loiton, 
who  forced  the  enemy  back  np  Uie 
vale  of  the  Bensa,  and,  after  five  as- 
saults, made  himself  master  of  Wosen, 
an  importuit  point.  A  very  ateep 
and  rou^  road  leads  down  fr^m  this 
into  the  village. 

4Wasen,  on  the  St.  Oothard  (p. 
101),  9  m.  from  the  summit  of  Paaa. 

Honre'  waliii^  from  Wasen  4^  to 
the  Pass  (9  m.);  *  to  Stein(2m.)j  1* 
to  Gadmen  (5  in.)j  3  to  Im  Hof,  (8 
m.);  14  toMeyringen  (2|in.)  ^  total, 
10}  hoars. 


THE  JOCE  PASS,  FBOK  METBQIQEN 
TO    ENaBI.BEBe. 

Dislanoe  about  B)  hoaTs=98  tag. 
to.  Time  occupied  ia  walking  it,  74 
hours.  It  ia  practicable  for  horses  in 
8^  to  9  hours.  Thia  Pass  is  a  good 
deal  used:  as  &r  as  Im  Hof  it  is  tile 
same  aa  Bonte  28. 

"The  village  of  Wyica-,  onthe  snm- 
rait  of  the  rise  above  Im  Hof,  is 
reached  in  1  hour  IVom  Meyringen. 
The  Gadmen  Torrent  is  there  crossed, 
and  the  path  ascends  rapidly  for  an- 
Dther  hour,  when  the  pastures  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  Gentel  Thai 
are  reached,  in  which  ia  a  pore  spring, 
very  gratefiil  after  the  hot  asoentfrom 
'WyUr.     From  this  point  Ihe  path. 
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coatiDue*  on  a  rery  gradual  riie  for 
1-i  hour  up  the  puHurei  of  the  fi^n- 
tim  Alp,  celebrated  for  the  Sckviag- 
Feste,  at  Kfnuuutio  (punea  held  here  by 
the  jonu*  of  Hasli  and  Unterwald^ 
M  the  endof  Jul/;  itithen  eaten  the 
ItK^sts,  and  after  uiothar  hour  reudie* 
the  best  chalets,  near  the  Enaitlai 
See,  a  couaiderable  lake,  whkli  u, 
however,  not  Timble  from  them.  The 
best  acoommodation  on  the  Paas  is  to 
be fbnnd in  these chileta,  'Hearthem 
ia  a  remarkable  intermittent  Spring, 
called  WoHdefinainai,  It  flows  from 
spring  to    automn,  tdnja   mnnii^ 


"Before  entering  the  forest  the  path 
eroasea  a  stream,  nhich  it  recroaaei 
some  way  iui;her  op:  thii  is  not 
noticed  in  Keller.  .Aiiez  leanne  the 
chilets,  the  path  descends  a'  rer; little 
towards  the  lake,  and  keeping  for  a 
few  minntee  along  the  brink,  rises  in 
about  4honr  to  the  summit  of  the 
Pass.  The  Wend^  Stock  and  gia- 
cierv,  and  the  Titlis,  are  fine  objects 
from  here.  There  ore  two  paths 
down  to  Engelben,  the  horse  path, 
leading  to  the  L  oftbe  Trub  See,  the 
other  and  shorter  caw,  only  practicable 
on  foot,  oontinnii^  akn^  a  ridge  in 
the  direction  of  Engelberg  fbr  a  shrart 
distance,  and  then  descending  <:si  the 
rt.  to  a  plain,  on  which,  at  ^  mile  on 
the  left,  IS  sitnatad  the  TrUb  See.  It 
is  Decessar;^  to  bear  awa^  to  the  rt. 
hand  extremity  of  this  idain,  where 
there  is  a  gap,  from  ■wtutii  a  rongh 
path  descends  for  20  minutes  over 
grass,  and  afterwards  debris  to  the 
pastures,  crossing  which  it  enters 
the  forest  for  i  hour,  and  shortly 
reAchea  "—J.  D. 

Engelberg  (p.  96.) 

Tlie   aaoent  td  the  Titlis  is  made 


3C)leagDes3TBf  Kng.  miles,  or  15 
posts,  eacA  of  l4  stunde. 
Eiltnagm    dAilj    Stem   niiekfi    to 


Milan  in  26  hoars,  corresponding  with 
the  Steamer  froni  Lucerne.  Fsj«  to 
Iililan,  35  Fr.  fr.  from  Fluelen  to  Bel- 
liniona  in  16  hoars.  A  well-re^nlaied 
and  pnuctoa]  coorey aaoe.  This  road  l* 
Ukely  to  become  the  most  b^uented 
approach  from  Switserland  to  Italy,  at 
iiaig  He  •Aorlof;  it  is  well  suj^iUed 
with  Pott  ^anet,  by  a  private  company. 
/'Mb  and  Tariff.—"  The  posting  ca 
this  road  is  rather  oddly  oondncCed, 
and  is,  I  beliere,  a  private  concern, 
though  the  tariff  is  fixed  by  the  Can- 
tonal Grovemments. 

Flfielra  to   Andermatt   or 


Faido 

[  Vice  tenA  Renfort  to  Dazio  4 

Bodio  2,  BeUiuiMUi  24    . 

[Change  horses  at  Giomico,  bat 

pay  at  Fiddo  for  the  4^  posts.] 

Magadino 


Tariff  is  Canton  Uri,  to  Aadarmatt  o 


mm.  S.tt.  F.  fr. 


From  Amst^  ia  Andermatt  or 
Hospital  a  Benfort  is  required,  and  it 
is  ae  well  to  take  it  at  once  from  Flii- 
elen,  as  the  chi^ge  ia  (at  least  I  found 
it)  the  same,  "fiie  horses  are  baited 
once  on  the  road,  and  if  the  traveller 
leaves  Fliielen  in  the  afternoon,  they 
can  be  required  to  stop  all  night  on 
the  road  (Amateg  is  the  uaorf  and 
beet  place)  without  sny  extra  charge, 
and  this  plan  saves  stopping  mereij 
to  but.  I  took  3  horses  from  Fluelen, 
for  a  britskft  and  i  perstms,  atayed  all 
night  bX  Amsteg,  whence  I  had  * 
horses  U  HospitsX  and  paid  50  franca 
besides  posUlion.  Time  occapied  to 
r  2 
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.^msteg  IJ  hours,  thence  to  Hospital 

From  Hospital  to  Airolo  (4^  posti) 
I  paid  for  3  Eorsea  40  £  10  s.,  and  for 
tint  Reofort  &odi  Hoqrital  M  St.  Go- 
thard  on  the  top  of  the  Pass,  8— total, 
46C  lOa.,  exuluaire  of  postilion,  from 
which  it  would  seem  that  Che  tariff  is 
less  that  post  than  the  preceding  one. 
We  were  2|  houre  lucending  lo  the 
Hospice  at  SL  Outhard,  and  1  j  hour 
in  ijefioendiiig  thence  to  Airolo.  The 
traveller     lias     all    barriers    to    pay 


from  Lucerne  to  Bellimona  for  34  &. 
a  horse;  hirer  to  pay  all  extras,  the 
first  of  which  19  coureyance  ki  Fliielea 
by  steamboat,  2  fr.  a  horse." — If.  F, 
Voitures  it  volont£  and  horses  maj  be 
hired  at  Fliielen,  Andennatt,  Airolo, 
Beltinionai  but  for  the  most  part  the; 
are  crazf  vehicles,  and  those  who 
intend  to  cross  the  whole  Fass  had 
better  hire  a  good  oftrrisge  at  Lucerne 
for  the  journey.  Pedestriana  should 
drive  as  far  as  Amateg,  where  the  as- 
cent properly  begins. 

Tbis  waa  ancient! J  perh^s  the 
most  frequented  pasa^e  over  the 
Alps,  as  it  off^ed  aus  most  direct  and 
practicable  line  of  communication  be- 
tween Basle  and  Zurich,  from  North- 
em  Switzerland  and  W.  Germaoy,  to 
Lombardj,  and  the  important  cities  of 
Milan  and  Genoa.  Not  less  than 
16,000  traveUers  and  9000  horses 
crossed  it  annually  on  an  averase, 
down  to  the  commencement  of  uie 
present  century;  hut  being  only  a 
bridle-path,  it  nas  almost  entirely 
abandoned  afl^r  the  construction  of 
the  carriage-roada  over  the  Simplon 
and  Bemardin.  Deprived  of  the  traffic 
across  it,  lie  inhabilants  of  the  vil- 
lages traversed  by  the  road,  chiefly 
innkeepers  and  muleteers,  were  re- 
duced t«  ruin,  and  the  rerenues  of  the 
osnlon,  which  before  drew  20,000 
florins  annually  from  the  tolls  upon  ' 
were  seriously  diminished.  The  ca 
tons  of  Uri  and  Tesein,  through  which 
tbis  road  runs,  at  length  became  suiH- 
-enll^  alive  to  their  oi      "  ' 


ii^  It  fit  to  compete  with  the  rival 
routes  as  a  channel  of  conmiunication 
and  of  transport  for  merchandise. 
In  consequence,  in  1820,  the  work 
was  begun,  and  in  1832  finally  com- 
pleted and  opened.  The  expenses 
were  defrayed  by  a  joint-stock  com- 
pany, fomied  in  Uri  and  the  neigh- 
bouring cantons.  The  eonstruction 
of  the  .road  was  intrusted  to  an  en- 
^neer  of  Altorf,  named  Miiller. 

The  poverty-stricken  canton  of  Uri 
had.  scraped  together,  with  great  diSi- 
catty,  fiindB  sufficient  t«  execute  her 
porUon  of  the  underUthing,  but  a 
storm,  such  as  had  not  been  known  in 
the  memory  of  man,  bursting  on  tho 
snmmit  of  the  pass,  in  AngosC,  1834, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  svrept 
away  nearly  one-third  of  the  road, 
together  with  bridges  and  terraces 
without  number,  which  had  been 
coDstrucled  with  aa  much  labour, 
cost,  and  difficulty.  A  similar  tem- 
pest in  ISSe  efibcted  nearly  equal  de- 
stmction.  Considering  the  previoos 
drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  can* 
ton,  it  is  surprising  how  soon  this 
mischief  was  repaired. 

the  road  is  excellent, 
.  construction  to  any 
oiner  oi  ine  great  Alpine  high'ways, 
and  certainly  not  surpassed  oy  any 
in  the  interest  and  grandeur  of  its 
scenery.— fil  T. 

Time  posting  with  2  horses  from 
PlQelenta 

Anuleg     .     1{  to  2  hours. 
Hospital  4^  to  5  or  6      „ 
Smnmit  of  Pass,    2i    „ 
Airolo     .     .     .     l}    „ 
Fudo       .     .     .     2      „ 


At  present  t 


"If  the  numijer  of  the  party,  the 
weight  of  the  luggage,  or  tlie  state  of 
the  road,  give  we  slightest  excuse, 
the  traveller  will  probably  be  required 
to  take  at  least  one  >  cbevol  de  mifort ' 
between  Amst^  and  the  summit  of 
St-  Gothard.  The  passage  is  nsually 
li'ee  from  snow  for  4  or  5  months  of 
the  fear ;  bat  in  the  depth  of  winter 
carnages  are  safely  transported  across 
on  open  sledges,  except  immediately 


Maasena,  they  were  attacked 
pmntB  by  French  corps,  poured  in 
upon  them  from  the  lake  of  Lnceme, 
which  was  crossed  by  n  flotilla  of 
boats,  and  from  every  western  passage 
leKding-  over  the  Alps  iu>d  into  the 
YsUey  of  the  Beuss.  Lecourbe  crossed 
the  Siuenen,  Iioison  the  Susten,  and 
Gndin,  with  a  large  force,  fought  his 
way  over  the  Grimsel  and  Furca, 
threatening  the  Aostriana  in  Grant, 
in  flank,  and  in  the  rear.  In  an  en- 
gagement which  took  place  on  the 
14Q1  of  August,  and  which  lasted  5 
hours,  tiiey  were  driven  step  by  step 
ap  the  vauey,  as  &r  as  Andermatt. 
Chi  the  two  following  days  the  French 

Krsned  them  out  of  the  Talley  of  the 
oas  into  the  Grisons  by  the  Ober- 
alp,  where  a  bloody  encounter  took 
place.  A  little  more  than  a  month 
after  this,  inlellieence  was  brought 
to  I^ecourbe,  the  French  commaDder, 
that  another  large  army  had  appeared 
at  the  S.  foot  of  the  St.  Golhard. 
While  still  at  a  toss  to  ima^ne  to 
what  European  power  it  mi^t  be- 
long, tresh  tidings  announced  that  it 
was  the  veteran  Suwarrow,  who,  at 
the  head  of  a  RnssiaD  army  of  18,000 
foot   and   5000   Cossack    horse,    had 


fort«  the  passage  of  the  St.  Golhard. 
The  French  retired  slowly  bnt  stea- 
dily before  him  as  far  as  the  lake  of 
Lnceme,  where  Leoourbe,  after  re- 
moving all  the  boMs  from  FlUelen, 


entrenched  himself  ii 


;hed  himself  in  a  strong  poai* 
Seedoi^  on  the  L  bank  of  the 


^eitxerland.     aooTE  S4. — PASS  OP  ST.  oothabd,     altoef. 

The  cantmi  of  Uri  Rod  the  vaDey 
of  the  Kenss  possess  an  bislorieal 
celrinity,  as  the  theatre  of  the  me- 
morable campaign  of  1 799,  when  the 
armies  of  the  three  nations  of  France, 
Austria,  and  Russia,  dispossessing 
each  other  in  turns,  marched,  fba^t, 
and  maiKEUvred,  on  heights  where 
Qie  snow  never  melts,  and  which  were 
prerioosly  deemed  accessible  only  to 
goaUierds  and  hunters.  In  the  month 
of  June,  in  the  above-named  year, 
the  Austrians.  aided  by  the  natives  of 
tJii,  had  expelled  the  French  ftom 
the  valley.  Satisfied  with  the  pos- 
session of  it,  they  passed  nearly  a 
months  in  entire  inactivity,  when,  by 


army  before  ZBricb,  of  the  defeat  of 
which  by  Massena  he  had  not  yet 
heard,  here  fonnd  himself  without 
the  means  of  transporting  his  army, 
threatened  on  all  sides  by  enemies. 
He  took  little  time  to  consider,  but 
immediately  planned  and  executed 
his  wonderibl  and  almost  incredible 
retreat  over  the  Einiig  Culm  and  into 
the  valley  of  MuotU ;  and  Chou^  con- 
atantly  annoyed  by  the  French  in  his 
rear,  finally  oondncled  his  army  into 
the  valley  of  the  Khine,  with  a  foss  t^ 
3000  men,  of  whom  more  perished 
fVom  cold,  fatigne,  and  hanger,  than 
from  the  enemies' bullets.  (See  Routes 
72,  75,  and  78.) 

Fliielen  (Italian  Fiora— /nn:  Croii 
Blanche) — the  port  of  Canton  TJri,  at 
the  S.  extremity  of  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons,  is  a  small  village  in  a 
very  tinbealthy  sitnatdon,  as  is  proved 
by  the  pale  faces,  crippled  limtM,  and 

Kitred  necks  of  its  inhdritantB;  and 
the  number  of  cretins  among  them. 
"fhe  malaria,  from  the  marshy  gronnd, 
produced. by  the  deposits  of  uie  tieuss 
entrance  into  the  lake,  is  the 
.  of  this.    Works  have  been  un- 
dertaken on  a  large  scale  to  deepen 
•\e  month  of  the  Beuss,  and  thus,  by 
■aining  the  upper  conntry,  to  remove 
le  cause  of  m^aria.    Convetfon^^  may 
ways  be  had  here. 
Hie  Steamer  touches  here  twice  a 
day  fWim  Lucerne,  and  returns  after  a 
short  stay;  it  tekes  catrii^^es.    (See 
BoBte  18,  p.  51.)     A  new  pier,  along. 


landing-place. 


side  of  which 

ed,  ofltrs 

Abont  2  m.  un  lies 

Jfior/— (/™.-  Adler  (Aigle  Noir), 
ry  fair  and   cheap ;    Aigle    d'Ori 
Swe  (Lion)  1  Clef  d'Or,  good,  and 
vil  people  ;   I'Oura,  tolerable.     This 
the   capital    of   the    canton   Uri, 
~    orest   and    least    populous    in 
lufederation,  numbering    alto- 
only  1 3,500  souls :  it  is  a  dull, 
liieleaa  Tillage  of  1664  Lihab.,  without 
trade  or  manufactures,  and  still  exlli> 
biting  signs  of .  the  conflagration  of 


the  poorei 
the   Confei 


tw 


BOTTTS  Si. — lUTOBF.      AMBTBJ. 


BectL 


1799,  whidi  reduced  th«  Urger  pwrt 
of  it  to  ashea.  Its  onl^  cliuiii  to  in- 
tereat  the  t»TeUer  it  it>  DODoexum 
■with  WmUm  TeU.  If  credit  U  to  be 
given  to  traditioa.  It  wM  on  th«  op«n 
sqiura  in  tbe  centre  of  Altoif  that  ba 
shot  the  apple  hom  off  hia  eon's  head. 
Tbe  plaoe  where  he  stood  (o  take  aim 
is  Diuked  by  a  stone  Si/tmiaiii,  sor- 
monnted  with  statoes  of  the  dauntless 
oross-bowmui  and  his  chitd.  The 
lime-tree,  npon  whioh  Qesaler's  cap 
was  stuck,  for  all  men  to  do  obeitance 
to  it  OS  they  passed,  and  to  which  the 
child  was  bound,  to  serve  as  a  mark 
for  his  Other's  bolt,  existed  a  with- 
«red  trank,  down  to  1567,  when  it 
was  cat  down  and  replaced  bj  another 
fountain,  about  200  fL  distant  from 
thefim. 

The  tall  Tortr,  ornamented  with 
mde  freaooea,  repreaenting  Tell  and 
Qeealer,  has  been  stated  erroneoosly 
by  some  writers  to  occupy  tbe  site  of 
the  lime-tree;  but  it  is  proved  by  re- 
oords  still  in  exjsteooe  to  have  been 
built  before  the  time  of  TelL 


Teli  lost  hU  bfe  (1350)  in  endea- 
vouring to  reicae  •  chiW  from  its 
waters  swollen  bv  an  inundation. 
Tell  was  a  native  of  the  Schiicbimthal, 
having  been  bom  in  the  village  of 
Blirgten,  a  little  to  the  I.  of  our  road. 
A  small  CAapel,  still  standing,  rudely 
painted  with  the  events  of  his  life, 
was  built  in  1533  on  the  spot  where 
his  house  stood,  near  the  churchyard. 
The  inbabitanlB  of  this  valley  are 
considered  the  finest  race  of  men  in 
Switzerland.  A  path  runs  up  it,  and 
across  the  Klausen  Pass  (Boute  72) 
to  the  baths  of  Btachelberg,  in  canton 
Olaros,  and  another  over  the  Einidg' 
Cnlm  (Rte.  79 ),  into  the  MoottaThal 
On  the  L  Mnk  of  the  Beuss,  op- 
posite its  junction  vrith  the  Sobichen, 
stands  Attinghausen,  the  birth-place 
of  Waller  S^st,  one  of  the  three 
liberators  of  Switzerland:  his  honse 
is  still  pointed  out.  Above  it  rise  the 
rains  of  a  castle,  whose  baronial 
owner*  beeame  extJDot  in  1357,  when 


the  l««t  of  the  raoe'  was  bniied  in  his 
helmet  uid  hauberk.  At  BStilingen, 
3  m.  above  Altor£  the  parliamrat 
(Landesgemelude)  of  the  canton  Uri 
is  held,every  year,  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  May,  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the 
stale.  Every  male  citizen  above  the 
we  ol  20,  exc^t  a  priest,  has  a  vote. 
Tlie  authorities  of  the  oanlon,  on 
horseback,  with  the  Itandamniuin  sC 
their  head,  preceded  by  a  detachment 
of  militia,  with  military  musio,  and 
the  slandard  of  the  oanton  attended 
by  the  beadles  in  their  costume  of 
yellow  and  black,  and  fay  two  men  in 
'*•'•  — -i— •  Swiss  garb  of  the  same 


lar  hustings,  erected  for  the  par- 
puoe,  the  business  of  the  daj  is  pro- 
claimed to  the  assembled  crowd,  snd 
the  different  gpei^ers  ddiver  their 
harangues,  after  which  the  question 
is  pnt  to  tile  vole  by  show  of  hands. 
When  all  affiiirs  of  state  are  de- 
spatched, the  Londammann  and  other 
public  officers  resign,  and  are  either 
re-elected  or  others   are    choeen  in 

The  first  part  of  the  way,  towards 
the  St  Oothard,  lies  through  agree- 
able scenery,  among  rich  meadows, 
shaded  by  chestnut  and  walnut  trees. 
At  Kins  the  road  approoidies  the 
margin  of  the  Reuss,    and   beyond 


,  some  supposed  to  be  the 
castle  of  Ztcing  Uri  ^«atr«in(  of  Uri), 
the  construction    <tt   which    by   the 


demolished  by  tl         ,   . 

first  outbreak  of  the  revolt  against 
Aostria.  Upon  the  high  road,  ^ 
leagues  &om  HQeleii,  is  the  village 

Amsleg  (Ami  ;  Hlrseh,  Crols 
Blanche,  both  good),  delightftilly 
situated,    and    aluiuugb   not   a  post 


Suizeriemd.    boute  34.— pa0B  ot  sr.  oothisd,   devil's  briimg. 

OtKtntOm  Hial,  wUdi  rtnbihwK. 
u  fiw  aa  the  baae  of  tlie  ClaridMi 
GrU,  »  vaUey  liUle  riuted,  but  weU 
worth  exijiloringi  &boiiiidiiig  in  wUar- 
Mb  tuid  gUeieta,  utd  fir  wooda  wUb- 
Mt  their  eqwtl. 

^Intscbi. 

"Iba    rood   now   Grsi  .  . 

Beiua  uid  b^ios  to  ascend,  having 


a  of 


the  Bristenstock, 

almost  unintermpted  cataraot.  A 
Koond  bridge  ctunes  it  back  to  th«  rt. 
bank ;  and,  after  Uvveraing  a  wood,  a 
Ulird,  o^  (iniber,  called  F&kffen^nuw 
(l^ieat'a  le^),  frtaa  a  fkbl«  of  a  monk 
Earing  Ibaped  acroas  it  with  a  nuuden 
in  his  arma,  brines  the  traveller  to 
the  wild  torrent  Mayenbach,  desceod- 
ing  ktaa  the  SaatoD  Fau  (Ble.  32), 
wluch  joim   the   Beuas  inunediatelj 

Waaen  (/fM:  Ochs,  indifierent),  a 
rilWe  of  550  Inhab^  on  the  L  bank  of 
the  S«nss,  at  the  mooth  of  the  Ma;»i< 
tbaL  Near  this  a  tidl  of  ^  a  bata  for 
ex^  person,  and  Ij  F.  fi-.  for  eveij 
carriage,  and  the  same  for  every 
horaa,  is  paid.  Winding  from  side  U 
«de  the  road  alowW  tmlB  uinrard  to 
Goadaeneo,  where  the  valley  asaomes 
»moTe  savage  character,  conOaoting 
into  the  narrow  ravine  of  Schellinen, 
boonded  for  nearly  3  m,  by  impending 
elifb  of  granite.  One  vast  fragment, 
skirted  by  the  road,  was  dropped 
here,  aooording  U>  the  papular  legend, 
by  the  devil,  ajid  is  thence  oalled 
feufeliteia.  This  defile  is  a  sc«ge  of 
desolatioit  and  anflil  grandeur)  the 
walls  of  rock  seem  almost  to  exclude 
dte  light  of  day,  scarce  a  blade  of 
gntM    is   to    be    seen,   and   nothing 


1  but   the   wild  c 


Ft  ofthe  Taller  gets  the 


road  is  bdng  (I)  Uasted  in  the  rock 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Bensa  to  avoid 
this.  The  difficulties  of  the  ascent 
are  n«xt  overcome  by  the  skill  of  the 
ttpgineer,  who  haa  oonstruoted  a  series 


the  other,  by  means  of  which,  and  of 
oiUMroas  bridges,  the  traveller  at 
Leurtfareacbei 

The  Dniti  Bridge,  sitnated  in  the 
nidst  of  the  most  stem  hut  ms^- 
ficent  soeDerj  of  the  wlude  pass.  The 
Beoss  le^a  down  into  the  head  of  this 
Mvage  gorge  in  a  hrfty  cataract,  and 
in  the  very  midst  of  its  din  and  spray 
2  biidges  have  been  thrown  across. 
Very  precipitous  rocks  of  granite, 
remarkable  for  the  stem  nakedness  of 
their  surface,  hem  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  on  both  aides;  those  on  the  left 
bank  leaving  not  an  inch  of  space  for 
the  sole  of  a  foot  at  their  base,  except 
what  has  been  hewn  out  of  it  c^ 
homaa  art.  For  ages  this  most  have 
been  an  impassable  den,  a  complete 
cul-de-sac,  until,  b^  human  ingeuuity, 
the  torrent  was  bridged  and  the  ro^ 
bored  through.    The  old  bridge,    a 


of  which  it  has  lost  by  tl 
with  the  towering  and  more  solid 
structure  that  has  now  entirely  su- 
perseded it,  and  seems,  as  it  were,  io 
domineer  over  it.  The  single  arch 
of  sli^t  masonry,  suspended  in 
the  air  at  a  h«ght  of  70  ft  above 
the  Benss,  with  scarce  a  parapet  at 
the  side,  and  with  barely  breadth  to 
allow  two  persons  to  pass,  almost 
seemed  to  tremble  with  the  rushing 
of  the  torrent  under  the  feet  of  the 
traveller.  Modem  improvements  have 
deprived  the  bridge  and  its  vicinity 
of  much  of  its  terror  and  sublimity. 


the  foot  of  the  precipice,  leads  to  the 
broad  and  massive  new  bridge  of  2 
arches,  which,  though  nearer  to  Ha 
ill  than  the  old,  maty  be  passed  with- 
out the  slightest  emotion  of  the  nerves, 
thanks  to  its  solidity  and  hieb  para- 
pets. The  MHistmctJon  of  this  part 
of  the  read  presented  great  difficulties 
to  the  engineer  from  we  hardness  and 
smoothness  of  the  precipitous  rocks 
and  the  want  of  easy  access  to  them; 
indeed,  the  mines  necessary  for  blast- 
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ing  the  grftoilt!  coald  only  be  formed 
by  worloQen  suspended  by  ropes  from 
above,  and  duigling  in  the  nir  like 
spiders  at  ibe  end  of  their  threads 
The  ancient  bridge  was  first  founded 
b;  Abbot  Gerald,  of  Eineledeln,  in 
HIS,  so  that^  in  the  naming  of  it,  the 
devil  has  received  more  than  his  due : 
it  has  been  allowed  lo  remain  beneath 
the  new  bridge,  though  no  longer  of 
nny  use.  During  the  extraormnary 
campaign  of  1799,  the  Devil's  Bridge 
and  the  defile  of  the  Schelli 


twice  obsdnately  contested  within  the 

Sace  of  little  mora  than  a  month.  On 
e  nth  of  August  the  united  French 
column,  under  Lecourbe  and  Loiaon, 
having  surprised  the  AustrianB,  drove 
them  up  the  valley  of  the  Reusa,  as 
far  as  this  bridge,  which,  having  been 
converted  into  an  entrenched  position, 
was  defended  by  them  for  some  time. 
The  ancient  Devil's  Bridge  was  ap- 
proached from  the  lower  part  of  the 
valley  by  a  terrace  abutting  s^ainet 
the  precipice,  interrupted  in  one  place 
by  a  chasm.  The  road  was  continued 
over  this  upon  an  arch  of  masonry 
which  supported  a  sort  of  causeway. 
—P.  1.  At  last  even  this  was  car- 
ried by  the  French,  who,  in  their  im- 
petuous pursuit,  fbllo?red  their  ene- 
mies across  the  arch.  In  a  moment, 
while  a  crowd   of  combataats  were 


o  theai 


predpitAled  into  the 
abyss  below.  During  the  night  the 
Austrians,  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  another  French  force  in  their  Tear, 
evacuated  altogether  the  valley  of  the 
BeUBs.  On  the  24lh  of  the  following 
September  the  tide  of  war  took  an 
opposite  turn.  Suwarrow,  pouring 
down  from  the  summit  of  the  SL 
Oothaid,  at  the  head  of  5000  horse 
and  18,000  foot,  compelled  the  French, 
in  their  turn,  to        ■      ■    - 


The  pi 


is  of  the  Russian 


[fie  pix^rei 

.ested  here  fiiT  a  short  time,  as  they 
found  the  road  broken  up,  the  Umer- 
loch  filled  with  rocks,  and  the  passi^ 
down  the  valley  interrupted  by  the 
sap  in  the  causeway  Deyond  the 
bridge,  caused  by  the  blowing  ap  of 
the  arch,  A  murderous  fire  from  the 
French    swept    ftway   bU    who    ap- 


the  Russian  i 
vance,  by  their  pressura,  pushed  thie 
foremost  ranks  into  the  foaming  Keuss. 
The  impediments  in  the  road  were 
soon  removed ;  an  extemporaneous 
bridge  was  constmcted  by  binding 
together  beami  of  wood  with  officer? 
Bisrfg  1  and  over  this  the  Russian 
army  passed,  pursuing  the  enemy  as 
far  as  Altdorfl 

Immediately  above,  tSttr  passing 
the  Devil's  Bridge,  the  road  is  carried 
through  a  timnel,  bored  for  180  feet 
through  the  solid  nx*,  called  Urner- 
Icch.  or  Hole  of  Uri.  It  is  15  ft. 
high,  and  16  ft.  broad.  Previous  to 
its  construction,  in  1707,  (he  only 
mode  of  pawing  the  buttress  of  rook 
which  here  projects  into  the  river,  8o 
as  to  deny  all  passage,  was  by  a 
bridge,  or  shelf  of  boanis,  suspended 
on  the  outside  by  chains  from  abov«. 
By  means  of  this  the  traveller  doubled, 
as  it  were,  the  shonlder  of  the  monn- 
tain,  enveloped  in  the  spray  of  the 
torrent,  within  a  few  feet  of  which 
the  (nil  structure  was  hung.  The 
Gallery  of  Uri  was  oripindly  con- 
structed by  a  Swiss  engineer  named 
Moretini ;  but  was  only  passable  for 
mnles,  until,  in  reconstructing  the  St. 
Gothard  Road,  it  was  enlarged  to  ad 


pastoral  valley  of  Urseren,  which,  in 
uontrast  with  the  savage  gorge  of 
Schellinen,  and  from  the  suddenness 
of  the  truisition,  has  obtained  from 
most  travellers  the  praise  of  beauty 
and  fertility.  Taken  by  itseU^  how- 
ever, it  has  little  but  its  verdure  to 
recommend  it :  owing  to  its  great 
height,  4356  ft-  above  the  sea,  scarcely 
any  trees  grow  in  it,  and  the  inha- 
bitants supply  themselves  with  com 
for  bread  Inim  more  fortunate  lands. 
It  was  probably  once  a  lake,  until  a 
passage  was  opened  for  the  ReiiM 
through  the  rocks  of  Scbeliinen.  It 
was  originally  colonised,  it  is  sup- 
posed, by  the  Rhntians.  The  usual 
entrance  to  it  was  by  the  pass  of  the 
Oberalp.  Its  inhabittuits  spoke  the 
language  of  the  Orisons,  BDd  the  vtl- 
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it  remained  closed  up 
tremity,  and  had  no  direct  commuai- 
c&tioD  with  the  lower  valley  of  the 
Beufis.  About  that  time,  however,  ■ 
0  have  been  opened ;  and 


yoke  of  their  former  feudal  lord^,    A 
DiUe  from  the  gallery  of  Uri  lies 

4|  Andeimatt,  or  Ursereu  (ItaL 
Or»era>— (/nns;  DreiKoniee,  Three 
KingB,  ■very  good ;  Soaoe,  Sim).  I( 
is  a  village  of  600  Inhabs.,  and  the 
chief  place  of  the  valley,  4450  ft.  above 
the  sea-level.  The  honey  and  cheese 
■Bade  on  the  surrounding  pastures  are 
excellent ;  and  the  red  trout  of  the 
Oberalp  See  enjoy  the  reputation, 
with  hungry  travellers,  of  l^ing  the 
Guest  in  the  world.  They  are  at 
least  an  excellent  dish,  either  at 
breakfast  or  dinner.  The  Chvtch  of  St. 
ColuiiAaavs  is  said  to  have  been  built 
by  the  Lombards.  On  the  slope  of 
^e  mountain  of  St.  Anne,  which  is 
annuounted  by  a  glacier,  above  the 
yillage,  are  the  Bcanly  remains  of  a 
forest,  the  last  relic  of  that  which 
perhaps  at  one  time  clothed  the  sides 
of  the  valley  entirely.  "  It  is  of  * 
triangular  form,  with  one  of  its  angles 
pointed  upwards ;  and  is  bo  piscpd  oi 
not  only  to  bre^  the  fall  of  heavy 
bodies  of  snow,  but  to  divide  the 
masses,  throwing  tbem  off  on  its  two 
udes.  It  is  DOW  B  slight  and  seem- 
ingly a  perishable  defence."  The  im- 
providence of  the  inhabitants,  at  an 
^arly  period,  had  reduced  it  to  a 
fDudl  grove,  which  those  of  later 
times  hod  learned  to  value  for  the  pro- 
tection it  aSbrded  to  their  dwelhngs 
from  falling  avalanches.  They  there- 
fore Kuar^d  it  with  the  utmost  care, 
abstaining  S^m  cutting  down  a  stem 
of  it ;  but,  in  1709,  foreign  invaders, 
reckless  of  the  coDScquences,  felled  a 

Ct  part  of  it,  and  consuiued  it  for 
rood,    or    to    repair    the    Devil's 

T&B  was  but  one  of  the  evils  wbicb 
that  caUmitona  year  brougbt  npcoi 
this  remote,  and  peaceful  vajley,  when 
the  armies  pf  tlu;ee  nations  chose  it 


...  te,  lettiDK 

loose  the  ^mes — -fire,  famine,  and 
^Bghter— upon  its  unlbrtunate  inha- 
bitants. Suwarrow's  hordes  arrived 
at  Andermatt  in  that  year,  famished 
with  hunger.  Uke  revenous  wolves, 
they  seized  and  consumed  everything 
they  eould  iajf  hands  on.  They  gr" 
ily  devoured  a  store  of  soap  - 
tney  found  in  the  larder  of  th 
and,  cutting  into  pieces  some  skins 
which  bad  been  bung  out  to  dry  pre- 
viously to  Ijeing  tanned,  boiled  and 
ate  them  also. 

A  bridle-path  stretches  up  the  sleep 
lateral  valley  behind  Andermatt,  across 
the  Oberalp  and  past  its  lake,  to  Dis- 
senlis,  in  the  Grisons.    (Rlc  77.) 

The  vale  of  Drseren  is  about  9  m, 
long,  and  nearly  1  broad.  It  contains 
4  villages,  and  136U  Inhabs.,  who  gain 
a  subsistence  by  rearing  oattie  and 
keeping  dairies,  and  by  forwarding 
the  transit  of  goods  across  the  Si. 
Gotbard,  for  wbjcb  purpose  ^00  horses 
are  kept  in  it.    At  Andermatt,  Hos- 

Sital,  and  Airolo,  are  many  mineral- 
ealers,  from  whom  specimens  may 
be  purchased  of  the  numerous  rare 
and  valuable  minerals  with  which 
the  range  of  the  St.  Gpthard  abounds. 
The  variety  of  species  is  surprising, 
and  the  cabinet  of  the  mineralogist 
derives  some  of  the  rarest  substances 
from  these  Alps. 

On  tlie  1,  of  the  road,  in  going  to 
Hospital,  two  rude  stone  pillars  may 
be  seen  :  they  are  the  potence  or 
gallows  belonging  to  Andermatt, 
dating  from  the  time  when  the  valley 
of  Urseren  was  an  independent  state, 
and  Andermatt,  the  chief  place  in  it, 
enjoyed  tbe  right  of  criminal  juris- 
diction, now  removed  to  Altdorf,  It 
is  curious  to  observe  to  what  an  ex- 
tent tbe  possession  of  a  gallows,  and 
the  right  of  banging  crimiiuils  there- 
on, was  an  object  of  pride  in  ancient 
times.  Such  relics  as  this  may  be 
found  throughout  Switierland ;  they 
been  pre- 


served almost  with  i 


destined  never  more  to  be  used. 

Hospital,    or    Hospenlhal  —  Iim: 
Go]^ner  LSwe  (Golden  Lion),  good. 
7  3 
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Excellent  honey  here,  and 
may  be  birad. 

Hosintal  recciTM  its  nkme  from 
mn  hoapice  which  no  longer  exiBto. 
Above  the  rillige  Hsea  %  renenble 
tower,  said  to  bei  like  the  chureh  of 
Andennatt,  k  work  of  the  Lombards. 
There  is  k  fine  collection  of  minerali 
for  sale,  formed  by  two  monks :  the 
prices  seem  high. 

The  mnle-padi  over  the  Fnrcs 
(Bte.  30)  IcmIi  hence,  in  5  hours,  to 
the  ^mracT  of  the  lUione,  and  in  2 
more  to  the  hospice  of  the  OrimseL 

The  high  road  now  (juite  the  yalley 
of  Urseren,  and  following-  the  course 
of  the  Bensa,  begins  to  ascend  by  nn- 
merona  zigzags  to  the  summit  of  the 
SL  Gothard,  which  mav  be  reached 
in  aljout  21  honr«  tmni  Hospital. 

Under  the  name  of  81  Qothard  ore 
comprised,  not  merely  the  depression, 
or  col,  over  which  llie  road  passes,  bat 
a  group  or  chunp  of  monntains,  all 
eiceedme  in  eleiation  tbe  snow  line, 
situated  between  the  cnolons  of  Uri, 
Tall&is,  Ticino,  and  Griaoos ;  and  con- 
taining the  sources  of  tbe  Rhine,  the 
Bhone,  the  Bettat,  and  the  Ticino,  all 
of  which,  with  ionnniOTable  trihntaries, 
rise  within  a  circle  of  10  milet,  de- 
writied  fhim  ihe  summit  of  the  Pass. 

The  river  Beaas  may  beaaid  to  &II, 
rather  than  flow,  into  the  lake  of  the 
Tour  Cantons.  Betwera  Ursewn  and 
fliieten  it  descends  SSOO  feet,  and  be- 
tween Urseren  and  the  top  of  the  Faas 
3000  feet,  forming  «>uccesBion  of  cata- 
racts. Near  the  anmntit  of  the  Pus, 
the  road  crosses  it  fbr  the  last  time  by 
the  bridge  of  Bodont,  which  marks  the 
boundary  of  the  cantons  Uri  and 
Ticino.  The  source  of  the  Reuss  is 
in  tlie  small  lake  of  Lacendro,  a  short 
distance  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
The  summit  of  tl>e  Pass  (6808  feet 
above  tbe  sea)  is  a  valley,  or  saddle- 
shaped  depression,  in  the  great  granite 
ridge  of  the  central  chain,  ovenooked 
by  snow-clad  peaks  varying  between 
8000  and  10,000  f^t  in  height.  It  is 
a  acene  of  the  most  complete  sterility 
and  desolation :  the  road  winds  among 
several  other  small  lakes  or  ponds, 
some  of  which  flow  N.,  but  the  gtec  ' 
yart  are  feeders  of  the  Ticino,  on 


J.  wde  of  the  Pass.  They  may,  ill-" 
deed,  be  regarded  as  the  tiead-wateis. 
of  tiiat  river,  wbich  gives  its  name  to 
the  canton  Tessin,  or  llcipo. 

8  Tbe  Botpict  cm  leagnes  from 
elen,  !!}  from  Bellinzona),  a  ma»- 
aive  and  roomy  building,  constructed  . 
at  the  expense  of  the  canton  Ticino, 
which  has  also  caused  several  hooseB 
of  refiige  to  be  built,  is  designed  for 
the  accommodation  of  travellers,  being 
fitted  up  TODghlj  as  an  inn,  containing 
15  beds,  imder  the  management  of  two 
C^nchin  friars.  Atta^ed  to  it  are 
warehonsea  for  goods.  A  very  hum- 
ble hospice  and  a  chapel  have  existed 
on  this  spot  ever  slnoe  the  13th  cen- 
tury, owine  their  origin  to  the  Abbot 
of  Dissentis,  who  stationed  a  nunik 


ie  spiritual  t 
a  of  ^tressc 


well  as  physical  muils  of  Stressed 
traveDers.  In  tbe  ITtb  century,  St. 
Carlo  Borromeo  suggested  the  con- 
struction of  a  hospice  on  k  Iftrger 
scale,  wbich,  after  his  death,  was  exe- 
cuted by  his  brother.  His  bnilding 
was  swept  away  in  1775  by  an  aT&- 
lanche:  another,  which  ancceeded  it, 
waa  gutted  by  the  iFrench,  while  en- 
cam[«d  on  thia  spot  in  1T99-180O,  and 
every  particle  of  wood  burnt  as  toA 
Thia  older  hospice,  however,  ia  still 
kept  np.  It  was  imtil  lately  the  only 
honse  for  the  reception  of  travellen 
on  the  smnmit.  There  is  an  /im,  of 
a  humble  kind,  dose  to  the  road. 

The  passage  in  winter  and  sprinsis 
by  no  means  free  from  danger:  the 
snow  ia  sometimaa  heaped  np  in  drifts 
40  feet  high  on  the  sommit,  and  the 
descent  towards  Airolo  is 


lanebeB 


(S  18).  A  year  seldom  passes 
without  the  ioas  of  3  or  4  liv^  and  at 
dmes  melancholy  catasDophes  have 
occurred.  The  spot  called  Bueo  dri 
Calanchetti  is  so  named  from  a  par^ 
of  glaziers  from  the  Val  Calanha, 
who,  persisting  in  pushing  on  teom 
the  hospice,  in  apite  of  the  warnings 
of  the  inmates,  were  buried  here  M- 
ueatb  the  snow.  In  1478  an  avalanche 
swept  away  a  troop  of  60  Swiss  sol- 
diersi  In  I6S4,  another,  which  fidl 
from  the  Cassadra,  buried  SOO  per- 
•ons;  and  one  in  1S14  ovenrtiriniM 


&altnJand.     bodte  34. — ^pasb  or  bt.  ootrasd.    aibolo. 

W  hoTMB   Udon  wiA  voodi.     Tb«    the  'Kciaci;  the  u 
neir  Bne  of  roaduanMHrnndiai 
Kwdble   out   of  the  codtm  of  them 
oangarB,  •nd  thonrii  it  i*  nnfrotacled 
br  M)f  coT^wl  giuhtira,  Moclenta  of 

The  dMoent  towwrda  ItUjr  diiohtvi 
much    sldifiil  a^ineerbur;   •&(  the 
a  of  •■loM,Bme>Meepei<M 
than  on  ike  other,  h«v«  beta 


tortaouB  directiom  OB  Hiy  other  Alpine 
pus.  liiey  begin  » little  beyond  the 
aoeinee,  ana  ccntinBe  M«tl;  all  the 
waj  to  AiroldL  Hie  toraxage  are  lea* 
tharp  Ikan  on  man;  other  pawed; 
tnd  a.  carriage  drawn  b;  henet  accna- 
tcwed  to  the  work  may  trot  down  at 
a  qniok  pace.  Neu  the  nppennoet 
rigaag  the  worda  SawarroiB  vinior.  In 
large  letters  on  the  face  <rf  the  rook, 
recoM  the  mcceu  of  the  Bneeiane  ia 
gaining  the  Paaa  frooi  Ae  fren^  ia 
1799.  It  was  on  thia  aaomt  tiiat  the 
SuniMi  grenadJera  were  for  aome 
time  aneBtedbjtheflraof  theFrsDoh 
riflemrai  posted  behind  rocki  and 
trees.  The  and  Snwairow,  indignant 
at  being  foiled  for  the  first  time  id  his 
life,  caused  a  grwre  to  be  dng,  and 
lying  down  in  it,  dedared  his  leso- 
Intion  to  be  bnried  on  tbe  spot  where 
"hie  chQdreD"  had  been  repulsed. 
^ia  ^tpeal  was  responded  to  oy  his 
Biddiers  with  warmth,  and,  when  he 
aaoe  more  pat  himself  at  their  bead, 
ther  drore  ute  repatdkaitf  from  their 
pOflitioD.  Itie  gnlly  down  whid  the 
road  paeaee  i«  called  Val  Tmncb 
rOenn.  IVUnmelB  Thai),  Tretobliog 
valley,  from  its  aapposed  effiict  ^ 
die  nerra  of  ihoae  who  passed  it. 
w  road  baa  been  Bude,  its 


pa  preriontly, 


have  been  modi  aofMned. 
erer,  exposed  to  same  danger  from 
*T«ianches  in  sprii^;  and  one  or  two 
hooses  of  refiige  luve  been  bvilt  to 
shelter  traiellers.  A  rery  pretty  mi- 
neral, named  from  this  lonhty,  where 
Hwaa  first  fimnd,  Tna>olitc,abo<»da 
in  tbe  rock  of  the  Talley,  and  speci- 
mens  of  it  occnr  erea  in  the  walls 
and  loose  stones  at  the  road-side. 
Hie  old  toad  1^  ah]i«  (be  L  bank  of 


makes  many  wide  sweeps  a 

flank  of  the  monntaiii,  op  into  the 

Val  Bedretto,  travertine  the  fbrMt  ot 

FioteUk,  when  the  ^Me  1Mb  are  fbU 

of  erratab  at  ganwt.    The  view  np 

and  down  tbe  rale  of  the  Tidno  and 

over  tbe  mh>wt  moanlaiiM    tm    the 

oniwaite  dde  of  it  ia  extmnelr  grand. 

iiolo  <GeiB.  Bnaa)  —  lm: 

,  or  Pm,  good.    Am^  lies 

L  bank  of  the  TessJn,  near 


2|  . 
Tie  Ra,  0 

on  the  L  bank  ofthe  TessJn,  n 

tbe  jonotion  of  the  bntneh  flowing 
out  of  the  Val  Bedretto  with  that 
riong  on  tbe  St.  Gothard.  It  is  3764 
feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  its  tnlia- 
tntante,  both  in  habit  and  lannage, 
are  Italian.  Tbe  sitoation  at  the  foot 
of  St.  Golbard,  and  tbe  consequent 
ttansit  of  nvveUer*  aad  eoedt,  are  its 
cbl^  Bomrcea  of  proqienty.  It  pos< 
sesees  a  relie  of  aollqtiity:  (be  stmnp 
of  a  toww  eaUed  II  Cattiuo,  and  Casa 
dei  J^gani,  boilt,  it  ia  said,  by  Desi- 
derioa,  king  of  the  Lombard  a.d, 
774.  The  Lombard  Ungs  oonstonoted 
a  line  of  similar  forts  mim  this  Hi  Mm 
way  to  Corao,  many  of  wbidi  will  be 
passed  by  llie  tnneller  in  descmdinK 
Ae  valley. 

The  sommit  of  the  Pass  may  be 
i«ached  from  Airolo  by  a  HM  carriage 
in  a^  or  3  hrs.;  by  the  old  road  a  pe- 
destrian might  reach  it  in  less  than  2, 

Several  mole  paths  also  eoncen- 
Irate  here.  I.  Tltat  leading  up  die 
Val  Bedretto  to  die  Niifenen  Pat* 
(Bonte  85),  and  to  the  Ories  (Bonte 
38):  3.  Over  the  Lokmanier  into  the 
OrisoM  (Bonte  78);  3.  A  SDmmer 
path,  and  di&snlt,  ttp  the  Yal  Csnacia, 
past  the  beantifiil  waterfiOl  of  Cal- 
caccia(?),  and  over  the  Sella-Qrat  to 
Andermatt,  in  b  hours.* 

The  Val  Bedretto  l« 


3  miles  below  Aindo,  ml 
tbe  piotareaqne  riee  ofSt 
if  gaarded  an  the  rt.  by  a  I«mbard 
lower  of  KingDeaideries.  near  Qninto. 
Iliis  pass  waa  defended  Sept  1799,  t^ 
a  bod;  of  600  French  against  SOOO 
gienaoieia  of  SnwaiTow's  artnr  ibr 
IS  hrs.,  after  irtiicb  they  effected  their 
AiiTP««ut  lufcmMM  nqpwliu  thne 
--jn  h — — ^^"-tothsMttw. 
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:  the  NBfaneli   into    the'  sue  for  mercy.  The  i 
tie  part  of  the  T»lley     "  '"  "■"  '--•-"—' 

the  Ticino  traversed  by  the  nmd  ft 


TnllaiB.  "Die  part  of  the  T*Uev  of 
the  Tidno  traversed  by  the  nmd  from 
this  to  Kosoa  is  (tailed  V*l  Levantina 
— Lirinen  Thai  in  Germ.  A  few  miles 
lower  down  the  rirer  threads  another 
defile,  named  after »t<ill-hou9a  within  it 

Datio  Graadt.  It  i>  one  of  the  most 
wenea  on  the  whole 
a  rent  in  the  Honte 
PioUJno  (Platifer),  nearly  ■  mile 
long,  and  »o  narrow  that  in  ancient 
tunes  the  path  down  the  valley 
found  no  acoess  to  it,  but  wu  oarried 
over  the  mouatwns,  hi^  above  the 
river  on  either  side.  The  carriage- 
road  threaded  the  depths  of  the  gorge, 
SDpported  for  a  great  part  of  the  way 
OQ  arches  and  terraces,  and  crossing 
the  river  thrioe  on  bridges.  During 
the  storms  of  1834  and  of  1839,  the 
swollen  Tioino  swept  away  neariy  the 
whole  of  these  costly  oonstmotiotis,  the 
delile  was  rendered  Mtally  impasaable. 
MaA  travellers  were  compellM  to  find 
theit  way  by  the  long-atrandoned  Ibot- 
path  over  (he  heights.  A  new  line  it 
now  constructed  at  a  higher  level  above 
the  river,  out  of  the  reach  of  innnda- 
tioDs,  to  replace  that  which  has  been 
destroyed  j — a  proof  of  the  immense 
difficDlty  of  maintaining  a  road  over  ihe 
Alps.  The  descent  is  Ibbb  rapid  than 
the  old  line  ;  it  passes  3  short  tnnnels. 

Chenal  de  rmfoH,  Daiio  to  Faido, 
4  &.  I  and  Faido  to  St.  Gothard,  6  fr. 

Cheetnnt  trees  first  appear  soon 
hher  qaittiBB  the  defile  of  Dazio,  and 
vines  are  cnluvated  at 

3*  Faido  — (ims:  An«lo,  very 
good  i — S'^)— Ihe  prrncipai  j^aoe  in 
the  valley,  a  small  town  of  615  Inhab. 
A  revolt  of  the  people  of  the  Val 
Lerantina,  in  175.^  against  their  ty- 
rannical lords  and  masters  the  cow- 
herds of  Uri,  to  whom  they  had  been 
sntyect  since  the  15tb  centary,  was 
terminated  on  this  spot  by  the  execn- 
tion  of  the  ringleaders,  whose  heads 
were  fastened  to  the  trunks  of  Ihe 
vast  chestnut  trees,  in  the  presence 
of  SOOO  men  of  the  valley.  The  troops 
of  the  ConfederatiiHi  had  previouely 
surrounded  and  disarmed  this  ill' 
scarred  band  of  rebels,  and  afterwards 
compelled  tbeai,  on  bended  knees,  to 


perfaapa, 
---        ,   -  thing  at 

least  is  certain,  that  the  ireedom  wbit^ 
had  been  the  boast  of  theSwiss  repab- 
tioaus  was,  down  to  the  eud  of  the  last 
centnry,  denied  by  them  to  the  states 
dependent  on  them,  who  groaned  under 
a  bondage  more  iDtplerable  than  that 
of  any    mon 

footpMh  runs  from   Fail 
Lnkmtaier  (Bte.  78)  to  E 

Throng  a  highly  cultivated  tract, 
the  road  readies  another  fine  defile 
fall  of  cbestnot  trees. 

Giwnico  (Germ.  Imis :  /fM,  L* 
Corona, dirty);  a viQsge of 700 Inhab. 
A  high  tower:  the  Ch.  of  Santa  Maria 
di  Caitello,  whose  substructure  is  said 
to  exhibit  traces  of  a  fort,  attributed 
to  the  Gauls  (?),  and  the  Ch.  of  San 
Nieholai  da  Mira,  roMrded  by  the 
vulgar  as  originally  a  heathen  temple. 
Both  these  churches  are  certainly  ex- 
aa^ilM  of  the  earliest  form  of  Chnstisn 
buildiiig*,  and  highly  descrre  the  at- 
tentioii  of  the  an£ilect  and  antujnary. 
"Serviee  is  not  performed  in  St. 
Nicolas,  though  it  is  kept  in  repair. 
The  archilaetnre  is  of  the  rudest  Bo- 
manesciue  style,  and  the  E.  end  o&^TS, 
perhaps,  the  most  nsaltered  apeoiiDm 
of  the  choir  raised  npon  substrootioDs 
that  can  hwdly  be  called  a  crypt, 
found  in  the  ancient  LombMd 
idinrchea  of  ItaJy,  distinguished  by 
sUurcasea,  whereas  it  here  aubaiati  in 
its  [nimitive  form.  The  whole  neigh- 
bourhood is  exceedingly  fdeturesque, 
and  deMTving  at  least  of  quite  a» 
mnoh  attention  as  many  [daces  whieh 
et^oy  mueh  more  extended  repntft- 
tioji.  --!'•  "  The  number  and  hei^lt 
of  the  chnrcb-towers  on  the  side  of 
the  Alps,  even  oa  spots  where  wealtk 
and  population  appear  most  scanty, 
ore  among  (he  most  striking  features 
of  this  country.  Instead  of  being  sur. 
mounted  by  spires,  as  in  the  Koman 
Catludic  v^eyg  of  the  neighbouring 
Grisons,  they  are  here  piled  story  upon 
story  in  the  Italian  Atshion,  some&nea 
reaching  even  to  an  Oj^th  tier,  asd 

SJ  Bodjo  ft  heap  of   lirge  rook. 


Switariand. . 
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of  the  victory  gained  here  in  I47S 
QTer  the  MUtuieiie  by  Iha  Swiss,  who 
had  mnde  k  fonij  aoroai  the  StGothard 
as  &r  KB  BeUimoDK,  nnder  pretext  of 
Fedreuing  the  injury  done  by  ths 
Hilanese.  in  hftving  felled  some  trees 
bdonging  to  centon  Uri.  The  winter 
hsd  Bet  in  with  severity,  and  the  miiii 
body  of  the  Swiu  had  returned  acrose 
the  pEkBS  with  theii  plunder,  leaving 
behind  only  about  600  men  UBder 
Captains  Stranga  of  Giornicu,  and 
TrogerofUri.  The  Uilaneae,  15,000 
strong,  pressed  forward  to  expel  the 
highland  invaders,  who,  resorting  to 
stratagem  to  coimteraitt  tlie  prepon-  i 
dinunce  of  numbers,  laid  the  flat  land 
in  this  part  of  the  valley  under  water, 
and  placing  themselvM  behind  it,  ' 
awaited  ttkeir  enemies  at  the  foot  of 
solne  rocks.  In  the  course  of  the 
ni^t  the  water  firoie  hard,  and  nest 
qiomiag,  while  the  advance  of  the 
Itklians  across  the  ice  was  oatursjly 
slow  and  faIl£Tiiig,  the  Swiss,  pro- 
vided with  crampons  to  cross  theii 
ostive  glaciers,  rushed  down  upon 
tbem  in  a  furione  charge,  and  M  once 
put  them  to  the  rout.  Their  con-* 
fusion  was  increased  by  vast  nuuies 
offock  hurled  from  the  difla  abore 
by  parties  stationed  for  the  pmpose, 

and    the    slaughter   was    

According  to  some  acoonuis 
cording'to  othersdOOO,  of  the 
tm  on  this  oocation. 

The  Val  Levuitina  term 
little  beyond  Foll^o,  at  the  junction 
oi  the  Blegno.  After  crosung  that 
liver  the  traveller  reaches 

1  Biasca  (/nn.-  Union,  poor  and 
sloTenly),  which  also  contains  a  very 
ancient  cAarcK  situated  on  the  slope 
of  the  hill.  A  chain  of  chapels,  or 
Via  Crucis,  leads  fnnn  il  up  to  the 
Chapel  of  St.  FetroniUa,  whence  there 


In  1512  an  earthquake  shook  down 
from  the  moantain  of  Val  CmxMie, 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Val  Blegno, 
so  vast  a  mass  of  eailh  and  rock  that 
it  arrested  the  course  of  the  river,  and 
extended  high  up  of  the  opposite  side 
of  the  valley.  For  oeariy  two  years, 
so  great  was  the  strength  of  this  dam 
that  the  waters  accuntolaled  behind  it 


into  a  lake  many  miles  in  extend  in- 
undating aomerous  villages,  and  driv- 
ing out  the  inhabitants  by  the  rising 
flood.  At  length,  in  1514,  it  began  to 
flow  over  the  barrier,  which,  being 
thus  loosened  and  weakened,  suddenly 
gave  way  about  Easter,  The  deluge 
thus  occasioned  swept  off  everything 
before  it — towns,  viluges,  homes,  and 
trees,  as  far  as  Belliniona  (a  part  of 
which  was  destroyed),  and  the  Lago 
Maggiore.  The  accumulated  debna 
of  rocks  and  mud  which  il  carried 
down  with  it  covered  the  cultivated 
land  with  desolation,  and  marks  c^ 
the  ruin  thus  caused  may  be  still 
traced  along  the  valley.  Various 
causes,  conformable  with  the  super- 
stitious notions  of  the  times,  were  as< 
signed  for  this  catastrophe.  Some 
attributed  it  to  the  vengeance  of  Qod 
against  the  sins  of  the  inhabitants  of 
BiBsca,  called  forth  by  the  power  of  a 
Puial  Brief ;  others  traced  it  to  the 
inuuence  of  "  certain  magicians  &om  • 
Armenia."  It  is  satb&clorily  ac- 
couDted  fbr  by  the  supposition  of  an 
earthquake,  since  at  the  same  time  a 
similar  fall  took  place  from  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  mountain,  which 
buried  the  village  of  Campo  Bagnino, 
in  the  Val  Calanka. 

H  Osogno.  About  8  m.  below  Bi- 
asca the  Uoesa  is  crossed,  and  our 
road  &Us  into  that  from  the  pass  of 
the  Bemardin  (Route  90),  near  the 
battle-field  of  Arbedo,  which  was  as 
fotal  to  the  Swiss  as  that  of  Giornico 
was  to  their  opponents.  An  account 
of  it,  as  well  as  a  full  description  of 
'H  Betliiaoaa,  is  given  in  Boule  90. 

BOUTE  35. 

PAB3  OF  THE  UflVENEIf  (MOVENA)  FHOW 


9  hours  =  29  Eng.  m.  This  is  not 
a  difficult  pass,  and  it  is  not  a  very 
fine  one.  The  way  is  tolerably  clear, 
and  by  travellers  accustomed  to  moun- 
taina  might  be  found  without  a  guide. 
It  is  a  footpath,  ascending  the  vale  of 
Eginen,  as  in  Boute  39,  but  before 
reaching  the  Gries  Glacier,  turns  to 
the  L,  »nd  crossing  the  ridge  of  Cbe 

ZIf  Niifuken,  7260  ft.  above  the  sev 
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WeL  tTnlike  the  nonmit  of  the 
Gries,  wbieh  ii  oorered  with  a  glacier, 
ttiu  put  bu  gnuB  on  ha  *eiy  top, 
which  oommaimi  tt  fine  view  of  the 
S.  aide  of  the  Bernese  OberUnd  moun~ 
tains.  There  it  a  little  anow  on  the 
other  Bide.  The  path  dMcands  into 
the  Val  Bedretto.  On  the  a  slope  oF 
the  pass  one  of  the  branohes  <x  the 
riTer  Tk^o  takes  its  rise.  The  patii 
deacenda  akmf  its  L  bank  to  the 

Ih.  40m.  Hoapiee  al'  Aeqna,  a  house 
ot  reA^e  to  aoeommodste  traTeUers, 
SOOOftabofethesea.  Apathorossea 
the  valkj  from  this  B.  into  the  Val 
" -J  the  Falls  of  the  Toaa 


lation,  has  but  an  infaos^table 
cumHei  iiMtg  winters,  and  froata  not 
nneonunonlj  in  the  height  of  nmnncr, 
morning  and  erening.  It  is  <dothed 
with  forests  and  pastoraa,  from  whidi 
its  613  inhabitanla  derive  support  in 
BnDuner ;  while  in  winter  the  males 
■  migrate  to  luly,  to  seek  emplojment 
as  »erTant&  It  is  flanked  on  ejtiier 
side  with  glaciers,  and  is  dreadftilly 
exposed  to  aralanchea  (§  J8)v  The 
mastei  of  fitUen  snow  often  remain 
unmelied  on  the  marein  of  the  Tioiiio 
(ill  tbe  end  of  SeptMsber.    At 

H  Bedretto,  me  principal  hftmlet, 
the  ehnrch-tower,  which  has  been 
onoe  swept  away,  alwig  with  the  par- 
sonage, IS  now  protected  bj  an  angn- 
lar  bnttress,  directed  toward  the  aide 
from  which  the  avaluiches  hii,  so  as 
"  ' — ■"  — '  ■  n  thert  away.  The 
Airolo  is  tely  {deas- 
i^lower  put  of  the  Talley 
a  scant;  mm  otrjm  is  grown. 

3  Airolo,  m  Botite  34,  p.  107. 


P1S3  oif  THE  aemn,    thum  t 

aLTHS   OF   LECK    (iabCHb),    t 
'  LSUK  ni  TUB  TUXlIa, 


across  tbe  Alps.  Its  soMterr  is,  per- 
haps, esbsordinarj  rather  than  grsmd, 
and  to  be  seen  to  adrantace  it  ought 
to  be  approached  from  Sm  Vallais. 
Thera  la  a  good  ohar-road  as  &r  as 


Kandertt«g,  M  tiw  N.  foot  of  th« 
pass :  the  psLSS  itself  and  the  space 
Mtwe«i  it  and  tbe  Baths,  ean  mHj  be 
snnBoanted  on  foot  or  cm  horseback. 
There  are  inns  at  Fmtigen,  Kanders- 
ler,  and  at  the  Baths. 

N.B.  Chars  hired  at  Than,  to  co  to 
KandeiMeg,  retam  the  aame  day  : 
impoutioD  is  practised  on  travellarg 
by  staling  die  rerarse  of  thii,  in  cM-dar 
that  thoae  who  let  the  caniaees  may 
exact  improper  chawea    At  FmtigBn 


The  first  put  of  the  route  liea 
^oBg  the  beaatifol  shores  of  tbe 
lake  of  Thtm.  Near  the  tall  towor 
of  StrittHngen  it  crosses  the  Kander 
by  a  lof^  bridge.  That  river  ori- 
guullr  avindsd  the  lake  altogether, 
and,  tkiwing  for  some  diatanoe  pa- 
nJM  to  it,  Miiud  the  biUor8»&t- 
lingen,  joiMd  the  Aar  hetow  "ninn. 
Omne  to  the  qnanAj  of  mud  and 
gr»T^  whidi  it  brongjit  with  it,  and 
the  slight  inelinatioo  of  its  channel 
in  this  part  of  its  course,  it  otrnverted 
die  sarrotmding  district  into  an  un- 
heshhj  marsh,  and  gave  rise  to  a 
pnnect,  which  was  executed  in  1714 
at  the  expense  of  the  canton,  of  tnra- 
iiw  the  rivor  into  tbe  lake  of  Thtm. 
This  was  effected  by  cutting  a  caaal, 
aOOO  ft.  bng,  and  273  ft.  broad,  into 
which  tiie  river  was  tuntad;  and 
whioli,  seen  from  the  bridge  in  oroaa- 
ing,  has  mneh  the  apnearance  of  a 
natural  ravine.  By  this  ehange  of 
oosrse  the  land  on  the  baiilu  of  the 
Aar  has  been  draiiwd  aad  made  pro- 
Btable,  vrtiiie  die  depoait  of  sand  and 
stimea  broi^t  down  by  die  rirw  into 
the  lake  has  BO  aoeomvlated  as  to  form 
a  ddl*  aronnd  its  moath,  extending 
already  nearly  a  mile  from  the  riiore, 
and  annaally  mcMMiiig. 

The  road  passes  the  nuMdi  of  the 
Kmmeathal  (Boots  41),  guarded  oa 
ooB  side  by  the  Stookborn,  and  on  Ae 
rt.  by  the  NleMo,  two  nolife  mona- 
tains,  betwsMi  v^oh  the  Tallsy  «i{)«iw 
out  a  secsM  of  exceeding'  beati^, 
whfa  the  eaM«  ^  Wtmmii  standing  as 
It  w«re  in  its  jaws.  On  the  mugin 
of  die  lake  rises  another  Tnetnresqne 
eaatl^  that  of  ^ieta.    Skirtiitg  the 
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,  If  Frntinii,  wDkh  ii  re- 
mrkiUe  fbr  ita  vei4nn  uid  fertiHtj, 
ud  aaj  be  Mud  to  exhitHt  9wiw 
pastonl  BCeneiT  in  perfeotioo.    At 

UiUioea  (BtKnit  §  waj  horn  Thnn 
to  Fmtigen)  i«  a  nice  little  Inn 
(Tbe  Bob-),  kept  ty  ui  Bnriub- 
worain.    At  ReiofaenWh  the  Kim- 


IlMloirer 


On  &K.  (Bonte  S6>. 
:  part  is  soft  kod  beandfol. 
Si  hoBn*  milk      ~ 


4f  Frntigen  (7wu.-  HelTetia,  good, 
lileui,  ind  ehcAp,  best  in  the  Tdkr; 
Ober,  and  UDter-LBndhuu,  eoodi 
inakg  uid  cbKTH  may  be  hired  hers), 
t  village  of  900  Inhabs. :  its  hrmaes 
ue  for  the  mo«t  part  not  <4der  than 
1S36-T,  at  which  tiaie  neaiiy  the 
Jtk^  of  the  bnildings  were  deitroj'ed 
■B  two  ooDvecBtire  oonflaeratiDns. 
Behimd  it  the  TsUe;  diridesliito  two 
bnacheai  Au  on  the  W.  leada  to 
*e  Adelbodm ;  that  on  the  £.  (down 
'Uch  flows  the  Kander)  to  the 
Unomj. 

Vte  road  panes  under  die  OMtle  ef 
TsUeaburg,  the  reridenoe  of  the  amt- 
nin,  or  liaiHff  ot  tin  district,  and, 
•"wslug  (he  Kander,  proceeds  up  its 


l^nidaiiita  of  this  bin).  Chan  maj  be 
udbere  to  FTtitigen,a  ride  of  about  3 
J"i  foT74fr,  I  aUo  good  ranles  t«  cross 
me  maoDtaia  to  the  baths  of  Lenk,  at 
••wst  8  ft.  e»eh,  and  1^  fr.  to  the 
■nb-bo; — a  jonrsejr  of  6  hrs.  Kbb- 
««>ef  is  the  last  Tillage  in  the  ral- 
''!■  ila  scattered  habitations  oontain 
"wtTOOiBdiridnalB.  It  U  beauljftilly 
>^tei  3380  ft.  abore  the  tea,  a'  ■■- 
H.  bus  of  tlie  Gemini.  Wood  ci 
™»  mountain  forests  aronnd  is 
**  sfldat  in  the  Kander,  and  thos 
•^Mtejed  into  the  lake  of  Thun,  where 
^  logs  are  oo)lect«d  and  separated 
yi  the  TOfions  proprietors. 

[a.  Those  who  hare  time  to  spare 
•honld  on  no  acoonnt  omit  to  walk 
^•eam:  abont  4  m.  throng  ft  sal  ~ 


(see  Boote  27)  Into  the  remote 
J  of  (ExAmen,  nmning  directly 
E.  from  Kandersteg,  where,  hemmed 
in  by  precipices  and  gladers,  they 
will  find  a  beantifiil  clear  lake,  which 
its  smooth  BDrface  the 
1  of  the  r" 

diinen  lake,  tlMre  is  a  path  over  the 
DOndengrat   into  the  Kienthal,  de- 


and  HUhtinen. — c  Another  path  leads 
orer  the.nirc«  into  the  Seefinenthal,  and 
thence  to  lAnterbmnnen  {Route  27), 


any  t. 


with  i: 


the  r 


ntral 


ehun  of  the  Alps. — d.  TTie  ej 
from  Kanderst^  into  the  Lfttsch  Thai 
—  J  ^-  Tonrtemi^e  is  described  Hte. 
"  A  padi  of  no  great  difficulty 
leads  W.  in  4  or  5  hoars,  over  the 
Bonder.Grat,  to  Adel-boden.  From 
the  Bommit  fine  yiews  of  the  Kander* 
thai,  the  (Bsefainen-thal  and  lake,  and 
the  mountains  abore  it.  Prom  Adel- 
boden  to  Fratig^  a  walk  of  2  or  9 
—  *-  -  "--n  but  rather  mo- 
B  Adelboden 
ie."— E 
Above  Kandersteg  the  char  r 
ceases  j  and  in  about  Ij  '°-  ^^""^  the 
inn,  the  ucent  of  the  Pass  of  the 
Qemmi  commeDces  In  earnest,  lie 
path  lies  at  first  through  forests,  soon 
pastil^  the  boundary  line  of  the 
cantons  Berne  and  Wallls,  and  then 
St  of  open  pUtnre 
late  by  the  bll  of 
the  Kinder  Horn 
in  1792.  The  path  winds,  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  among  the  frag- 
ments of  roek  brought  down  by  it. 
Farther  on  stands  the 

3  Solitary  Znn  of  Schwarenbach, 
originally  a  mere  chllet,  but  im- 
prored :  it  afibrds  tolerable  refresh- 
ments and  sleeping  accommodations, 
which,  however  linroble,  are  donbtless 
often  moat  acceptable  in  snch  a  situa- 
tion. A  small  toll  is  demanded  hero 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  road.  Tlie 
German    poet  Weroer   has   l»td  in 
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this  gloomj  Bpot  (he  tcene  of  a  still  I 
more  g^looDij  tragedy,  '  The  SMIi  of 
February.'  The  extraraeant  aod  im-  | 
probable  plot  haa  no  foundation  ia  any 
real  STeut  which  happened  here. 

About  2  m.  above  this,  the  path 
reaches  and  winds  along  the  £.  mar- 
gin of  a  small  lake  called  Dauliea 
gee,  sapplled  by  snow,  not  by  springs, 
which  oflen  swell  it  so  as  to  cover 
the  path  :  for  8  months  of  the  year  it 
is  mtzen.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
dreary  aspect  of  the  seared  aod  naked 
limestone  rocks  which  form  the  aum- 
mit  of  the  pass  :  they  seem  too  barren 
fpr  even  the  hardiest  lichens.  The 
(nlminating  point  traversed  by  the 
road  is  TIGO  ft.  above  the  sea  level. 
From  a  rocky  eminence  on  the  1.  of 
the  palh,  a  superb  view  is  obtained  of 
the  chain  of  AipB  beyond  the  Bhona, 
separating  the  Vallais  &om  Piedmont. 
"  Uonte  Rosa  cannot  be  seen  &Dm 
the  Genmii,  being  completely  hidden 
by  the  Wcisshorn.  The  liigheat  sum- 
mits in  the  view,  reckoning  &om  the 
W.,  ore  these:— 1,  ThePigno  d'Arolla, 
N.W.  of  the  CoUon  ;  '2.  the  Collon 
itself,  eaaily  recognised  by  the  deep 
deft  in  its  side  ;  'd.  the  Dent  Blanche, 
known  to  tlte  inhabitants  of  the  Yal 
d'Anniviers  as  the  Grande  Couronne. 
Then  come  three  or  four  minor  peaks 
of  Uie  range  at  the  head  of  that  valley, 
among  which  ia  the  mountain  there 
called  the  Dent  Blanche.  Above  this 
range  are  aeeo^l.  the  Dent  d'Erit!) 
and,  5-  t^^  Cerviji;  both  peaks  of  bare 
Took,  the  former  ijeing  from  here  the 
most  remarkable.  The  series  is  ter- 
minated by — 6.  the  Weisshoro,  tie 
loftiest  and  nearest  mountain  viaible  ; 
and,  T.  the  Uont  Fee,  which  is  almost 
jn  itaeJf  a  complete  group  of  snowy 
peake."  It  is  one  of  the  most  strildng 
views  in,  Switzerland. 

Near  the  verge  of  the  descent 
stands  a  small  shed,  capalile  of 
affording  oidy  »  partial  shelter  in  a 
alorm.  A  little  lower  down,  the  tra- 
veller finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a 
precipice,  from  which  a  plumb-line 
might  be  thrown  into  the  valley  t>e- 
low,  nearlv  1600  ft,  almost  without 
touching  uie  rock,  so  vertical  are  its 
^es.    Along  the  &ce  of  this  vast 


wall  has  been  carried  one  of  Ibe 
moat  extraordinary  of  all  the  alfnne 
roads,  constructed  in  1736-41,  by   ft 

ey  of  Tyrolesa.  Its  ziggags  have 
,  very  ingenioaslj  conuived,  for 
in  many  places  the  rocks  overhai^ 
the  path,  and  an  upper  tenaoe  {to- 
jecta  farther  out  thin  the  one  im- 
mediatelj  below  it.*  It  varies  in 
width  £rom  3  ft.  to  5  fL.  is  bordered 
at  the  ude  by  a  dry  wall,  and  ia 
pracljcable  for  moles,  latere  it  no 
daager  i»  it,  but  its  pnudmity  to  t^ 
abyss  must  be  a  tritJ  for  some  nerves. 
The  wonders  of  this  pass  are  greatly 
increased  to  those  who  approach  it 
from  the  side  of  Leuk. 

"  The  ui^r  end  of  the  valley,  as 
you  look  towards  the  GecaiDi,  lias  all 
the  appearance  of  a  cul-de-sac  shut 
in  by  a  moontain  waU.  Up  to  the 
very  last  moment,  and  until  you  reaoll 
the  ibot  of  the  prerapice,  it  is  impoa- 
Bilile  to  discover  the  way  out,  or  to 
teU  whither  the  road  goes,  or  how 
it  can  be  carried  up  a  vertical  bdt- 
£ace  of  rock.  It  is  a  mere  shelf— in 
some  parte  a  mere  groove  cut  in  the 
&ce  of  the  huge  dif^  jult  wide 
enough  for  a  mUe  to  pass  ;  and  at 
the  turns  of  the  ligB^  you  con-- 
slantly  overhane  a  oeiKh  of  nearly 
500  ft,  Down  this  difficult  road  in- 
valids are  carried  to  the  Imtha  :  it  ia 
the  only  way  of  approaching  them 
from  the  N.,  unless  you  were  to  make 
a  tlight  detour  of  SUO  m.  by  Berne, 
Frihurg,  Vevay,  and  Martq^y.  Per- 
sons vho  are  very  infinn,  proceed- 
ing to  th»  baths,  are  l>om«  on  men's 
shoulders  in  a  sort  of  litter  ;  and,  it  ia 
said,  often  have  their  eyes  bandaged 
to  prevent  the  shook  which  might  be 
given  to  vreak  nerves  by  the  sight  of 
Uie  terrors  of  tlie  pathway," 

The  following  clause,  relative  to 
the  transport  of  invalids,  ia  coped 
&om  the  Jointed  regulations  issued 
by  flie  director  of  the  baths ; — "  Pour 
nne  persoDne  au-dessus  de  10  ana  U 
faudra  4  wrteurs ;  si  elle  est  d'un 
poids  au-dessua  du  commun,  6  por- 

only  tfooi  rtprBHUtatica  of 
fHtli,  whiCli  tb*  editor  lue 
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lis 


leurs:  si  oependafit  eUe  eM  d'an  ptuds 

Is  ju^  necesBwre,  il  pourra  ajonter 
2  porteoTS,  et  jamsia  jdoB."  This  pro- 
liwon  forexcesBiveeorpuleoee  ii  Borne* 
what  UDming.  The  aacad  from  the 
B»tiu  to  tiiB  mnninit  lakei  np  'i  hn. 

3  JlatAf  o/  LmA  <Leuk^bad,  Fr. 
— Loiche).  /luu.-  MiiMin  BlaDche, 
good  ;  U.  de  Bellevne,  good  ;  H.  dii 
Fruuw  ;  H6(«l  Aes  Alpes,  s  large, 
new,  uid  otHnibrtAbie  hmue.  The  ae- 
commodalion  is  gtxxl,  consideri 
most  of  tbe  honBes  are  of  wc 
very  well  bojlt,  ibot  up  and  abandoaed 
fmni  October  to  May.  tThe  fere  is 
tolerable,  ererythijag  bat  milk  and 
cheese  being  broi^4>(  ft^wt  the  TaUey 
below.     A  bath  costs  1  ir.  50  c 

The  baths  consist  ath  ot  6  ledeing;' 
hooaes,  attached  to  a  hamlet  of  about 
:^00  Inhabs.,  situated  more  than  4500 
feet  sboTO  the  level  of  the  sea,  i.e 
higher  tlum  the  highest  moontain  in 
Great  Britun.  The  hot  springs  ~  ~ 
Dual^  attract  a  DOmber  of  Tiait< 
cbie^  Swiss  and  Preach,  during  tbe 
season,  vis.  in  the  montha  of  July 
and  Annist,  though  tbe  inns  are  open 
from  lAiij  to  October.  Prom  the 
dreariness  of  the  sitDMion,  the  cold- 
ness of  the  olimate,  and  the  defects  of 
Ae  lodginxi  few  Pnglish  wonld  de- 
sire to  pri^ong  their  staj  here,  after 
sadsfying  (heir  cnriosity  by  a  sight 
of  the  plei^  The  baths  and  adjacent 
boildiiigs  haTe  been  three  times  swept 
awajr  by  aialuiches  since  their  esta- 
blishment in  llie  16th  cMitury;  and, 
to  guard  against  a  recurrence  of  the 
cal&mity,  a  very  strong  dyke  is  now 
built  behind  (be  villsf^  to  ward  off 
the  snow,  Sncb  danger,  howerer,  is' 
paat   before  the  bathing  season  be< 

e'  IS.  One  (^  the  first  patrons  of  the 
ths  was  the  odebrated  Cardinal 
and  Archbishop  oi  Sion,  Uatthew 
Schlnne 


The 


a  the  number  of  I< 


and  nine-tentha  of  them  run  off  int*) 
the  Dala  torrent  without  t>eing  used. 
The  chief  sp-mff  of  8i.  Lawrauie  Imrsts 
forth  out  of  the  ground  l>etween  the 
inn  and  tbe  balh-hotue— a  riyulet  in 
volume  at  it?  source,  with  •  taopera* 


ture  of  124°  Fahr.  It  is  used  fer  the 
baths  aAer  being  slighll;  cooled.  The 
other  springs  rar;  somewhat  in  tem- 
perature, hut  little  in  oontenta.  They 
contain  only  a  small  portion  of  saline 
matt«r,  and  seem  to  owe  their  bene' 
iioiBl  ^ects  lesa  to  their  mineral  qua- 
lities  dian  to  their  temperature  and 
the  niode  (^  using  them.  Tbe  padeut 
begins  with  a  bath  of  u  hour's  dnra- 
lion,  but  goes  m  iDOrsaaing  it  daily, 

8  hours  a  day — i  betoif;  breakfast, 
and  4  after  dinner.  Tbe  usual  curt 
time  (kur)  is  about  3  weeks.  The 
want  of  die  aocommodation  of  pri- 
Tate  hatha,  and  tbe  necessity  of  pre- 
venting tbe  ennui  of  sucb  an  amphi- 
bious exislenoe,  if  passed  in  solitude, 
has  led  to  the  practice  of  Imtbin);  in 
common.  The  principal  batb-boUBe 
is  a  large  shed  divided  into  i  com- 
partments or  baths,  each  Uioat  '20  ft. 
square,  and  capable  of  holding  15  or 
20  persons.  To  each  of  these  baths 
there  are  two  entraneeB,  communi- 
cating with  dressing-Toome,  one  for 
the  ladies,  the  other  for  the  ^^tle- 
men.  Along  the  partitions  dividing 
the  baths  runs  a  slight  gallery,  into 
which  any  one  is  admitl^  either  t« 
look  on  or  oonverse  with  the  bathers 
below.  The  stranger  will  be  amazed, 
on  entering,  to  peroeire  a  group  of 
some  12  or  15  heads  emerging  from 
the  water,  on  the  surface  of  which 
float  wooden  tables  holding  coffee- 
cups,  newspapers,  snuff-boxes,  books, 
and  other  aids,  to  enable  tbe  bathers 
to  pass  away  their  allotted  boors  Trith 
as  small  a  trial  to  their  patience  as 
possible.  The  patients,  a  motley  com- 
pany, of  all  aees,  both  sexes,  and 
various  ranks,  delicate  young  ladies, 
burly  friars,  invalid  oflicers,  and  an- 
cient dames,  are  ranged  around  the 
sides  on  benches,  below  the  water,  all 
clad  in  long  woollen  mantles,  with  a 
tippet  over  their  shoulders.  It  is  not 
a  little  amusing  to  abjstander  to  see 
people  sipping  their  breaktaate,  r. 
reading  Iha  oewapa 
chins  in  water — in  one  comer  a  party 
at  chess,  in  another  an  apparently  in- 
teresting tete-a'teti  is  going  on ;  while 
a  solitary  utter  may  be  seen  reviving 
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ia  th»  hot  mMr  »  hon^;  of  withered 
flowen.  The  lempenture  of  die  bath 
U  prewired  by  a  mpply  of  tntb 
wftter  coogtantW  flowioB  into  it,  from 
whiob  Ae  p>tMnta  dnnk  at  time*. 
Apuiist  the  wbIIi  are  hnn^  a  let  of 
T^nlatioiM  and  Bomptoaiy  lam  tar 
tlie  preBerration  of  oraer  and  deconun 
in  the  baths,  aigned  bj  the  buTvo- 
maater,  who  enforcM  hla  anthori^  07 
the  threat  of  a  fine  of  SO  fr.  for  the 
h^best  ofbnee  agafaut  hia  code. 

"Art.  7.  Personne  ne  pent  entrer 
dana  cet  buna  lani  itn  rerStue  d'nne 
cbemiia  longae,  et  ample,  d'ane  ^UtSe 
grouif  re,  bous  peine  de  2  &.  d'amende. 

"Art.  Et.  La  m4me  peine  eera  en. 
conrne  par  ceox  qui  n  en  entreraieat 
paa,  oa  n'en  torttnlient  pas,  d'nne 
maniSre  dfceote," 

Foor  houra  of  anbaqneoua  penaoM 
are,  bj  the  dootor'a  decree,  niooeeded 
bj  one  hour  in  bed;  and  manj  a  fair 
nymph  in  extreme  «^/i^  with  itook- 
inglOBS  feet  and  iuicoi£Bd  hair,  may  he 
enconntered  oroaiing  the  open  apace 
tietween  the  bath  and  the  hotels. 
From  thdr  condition,  one  mi^t  aup- 

Cae  they  bad  l>een  dnven  out  of  doora 
an   alarm  of  fire,  or  some  such 
tfireaMning  calamin. 

The  principal  cnnoaity  of  the  neigb- 
bourhood  ia  the  Laddert  (Leiter),  A 
ron^  path  throuKh  tha  woods,  on 
the  L  or  B.  side  (rf  the  Dala,  lim., 
half  an  hour  from  die  baths,  leads  to 
the  foot  o!  the  precipice,  which,  as 
b«fore  obserred,  hema  in  tite  nlley  of 
Leak  on  all  sides,  as  with  a  oal<M*al 
vail.  Upon  the  summit  of  this  preci- 
pice, however,  ataods  a  village  called 
.dlMrieTt ;  and  the  only  mode  by  which 
its  inhabitanIA  can  commnnioate  di- 
rectly with  the  baths,  ia  by  a  series  of 
8  or  10  ladders  placed  perpendicnlarly 
gainst  the  foce  of  the  oliff.  It  oan 
hardly  be  called  difficult  to  olimb  to 
the  top,  bat  it  would  not  do  for  any  of 
weak  nerves  and  a  diuy  bead,  m 
muiy  rounds  of  the  laddw  are  looae, 
oth^  broken  [  and  die  ladders  them- 
aelvea,  wbich  are  pinned  to  the  crevices 
of  the  rock  by  hooked  sticks,  are 
eften  awry,  and  very  unsteady:  yet 
they  are  traversed  at  all  seaaons,  day 
and  mght,  by  the  inhabitania  of  the 


TJllagT  abova — by  diildren,  aa  wdl  as 
man  and  women,  often  with  heavy 
bardsQS.  The  use  of  tlie  ladders, 
whioh  the  nature  of  the  aidea  of  the 
valley  readers  indispenuble,  has  nven 
rise  to  a  aiogalar  modification  M  the 
dress  of  the  female  psasaats,  which 
here  inchidee  those  nether  habilimmile 
oonfined  in  otiier  parts  uf  the  world 
to  men  and  slirews.  Nor  are  thej 
ashamed  of  Ibis  portion  of  their  attire, 

petticoat  is  tucked  ap,  and  the  wearers 
do  not  differ  in  tq^iearance  from  boys. 

The  racky  pass,  called  f  elsen  Gal- 
lerie,  on  tiie  opposite  side  of  the  Dala, 
OD  Uie  way  to  Sidars,  near  Inden,  is 
a  vary  alriking  soene. 

MaUt  are  kept  at  the  batiu,  under 
tha  direotioo  of  a  commissalre,  to 
transport  ttaveUera:  the  prioea  an 
fixed  1^  a  printed  tarifL  (g  10.) 

ThsM  are  two  ways  &oin  the  baths 
to  the  valLey  of  Uie  fibone,  and  the 
road  of  the  Sunplon. 

a.  The  one  niUowa  the  oonrse  of 
the  Dalattnvnttluouf^  the  centra  of 
the  Tallsy,  ud  conducts,  in  about  74 
m.  m  hours'  walk),  to  tha  villaf^  of 
Laok.  A  good  eaniage  road  is  oun- 
pleted  from  the  Baths  to  the  Simphn 
road,  crossi^  the  rina-  by  a  fine  solid 
and  lofty  bridge,  420  ft.  above  the  tor- 
peat,  opposite  Albincn. 

31  Leuk  (/ihk:  Krenta;  Stem,  not 
good),  a  village  of  620  Inhab.,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Bhone.  near  ita  juac- 
tionwith  the  Dala.  A  coreivdbridn 
over  the  Rhone  oounects  it  with  the 
Simplon  road  (BCe.  59).  Above  H  are 
ruins  of  two  csaties,  destroyed  by  the 
Vallaisana  in  1414. 

6.  The  other  way,  a  mule-path  car- 
ried alou  the  W.  side  c€  the  valley 
of  the  Da^  buthi^  abore  that  river, 
oondnets  at  once  to  the  tows  of  Sierra 
(SidersX  13  m.  distant,  and  is  a  diort 
cut  for  those  who  wish  to  desMnd  the 
valley  of  the  Ehoae  towards  Uartlgny 
and  Geneva.  It  baversas  tha  M^ 
pastnrafea,  and  beyond  them  a  forest 
of  larcbi  and  passes  the  vill^j^  of 
Inden,  near  which  a  most  extenaive 
view  is  guoed  over  the  valley  of  the 
Bhone,  its  towns,  villages,  famis,  and 
old  osAlea.    The  inuightly   dfbtia 
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loved  W  i 


kroBgftt  down  Ynj  tlif  Auiem  tonMita 
inmng  from  the  oppoata  Tsllcv,  ud 
the  wide  exnmnse  of  bare  graTel  orer- 
i  Bhone  in  ipiinet  aiid 
_D  &  lirer-diaaBN — but 

r  Wt  bwo  Bad  and — gi»e  a 

dCMdate  chHwrMr  to  tite  MeiM. 

Between  Inden  and  Rnodiar  nllwe, 
MUed  Vtfen,  the  rCMtd  nuhea  ui  >!>• 
nmt  turn,  tmd  the  treTeller  find*  htm- 
«elF  beoestb  the  shiidow  of  &  moM 
bnaendouB  gnd'overhiinging  preci' 
vice.  The  effect  of  *ppraeichiii|r  >' 
train  the  side  of  Siom  i«  grand  in  the 
eitretne,  and  totally  unexpected,  aAer 
taming  a  eomer  of  the  rock.    The 


japing  ibjss,  extending  n«a)4y  down 
to  the  bed  <^  the  DaU,  and  abaT«,  the 


apoB  the  road, _   __ 

pirtlj  protected  l^  a  too£  This  ipot 
u  caUed  the  Qauerie,  and  was  the 
Kene  of  a  blood;  combat  in  1799, 
when  the  Vallaisuu  defended  this 
•pot  Git  icTenl  week*  agaimt  the 
rrench,  efieotnallf  checking  all  at- 
tempts to  pass,  by  rolling  down  Btonea 
lid  logs  &om  alMTO. 

A  rough  and  steep  deaeant  leads 
bom  diis,  in  aboat  Ij  hour,  to 

Sierra,  npon  ^e  Siinpton  ro«d  (Bte. 


as  houn  ^  78  Enir.  m. 

The  paaa  of  the  fiawjl  begins  at 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  N.  foot  of  the 
put,  a  good  halting-place  ;  thence  to 
Skm,  over  the  moimCain,  forma  a  dav's 
ioaney  of  about  10  hra.  It  is  diffi- 
«dt,  but  Marcely  deaerrea  to  be  called 
dURtrouB;  it  is  tnTened  aanetimes 
M  horsdnek,  bat  ia  batter  caknlated 
^thepedeau^aa.  bdeml,  there  mnat 
be  conaidenible  hazaid  in  attemptii^ 
to  tide  up  on  the  N.  nde  frcoa  An  der 
Irak,    itvta  Sion  to  the  top  of  the 


««Wl  J  much  impr 


a  little  milk  i>  tobe  hadbetwaen  An 
der  Lenk  and  Bloo,  therefore  prori~ 
■itma  ODght  to  be  taken.  The  aoenery 
OD  both  lidea  of  the  paas  reaemblea 
that  OB  the  a  aide  cf  the  Gemnu. 

It  ia  aboat  IS  to,  frooi  Thun,  along 
the  margia  of  (he  lake  (aee  Bt&  38, 
p.  110),  to  I«tleabach,  aiid 

3A  &lanl>Mh,  at  the  entranoe  of  the 
aL  As  tlia(T^te7(deuribed 
makea  •  aoaaidm-aUecnrra, 
the  ahorteat  waj  to  the  Bawyl  is  to 
-~^'—  imthe  INemtigen  TbBl,rtuming 
'  doe  S.  from  fattenbeeb.  The 
_  the  nream  of  the  Chivel, 
and  fbUowa  iti  L  bank  throng  Diem- 
tigen  and  Narrenbaoh,  then  v 


3|  Thieimatten,  whtre  there  jg  an 
in.  About  a  mile  beyond  thia  it 
again  passes  the  stream,  and,  leaving 
it  on  die  L,  gradnally  ascends  to  the 
paas  of  the  Orimmi  (5580  ft).  De- 
BcendinF  tliroci^  the  Vermel  Thai 
(a  tenSe  Tvliey,  only  6  m.  l(»g),  it 

44  Matten,  in  the  Upper  Simmen- 
tha],  on  the  char-road  leading  from 
Zweisinunen  to  An  der  Lenk.  About 
4  m.  shore  this,  on  the  I.  bank  <tf  the 
Sinunen,  lies  the  Tillage  of 

If  An  der  Lenk  (/tuu:  Crown, 
good(F)i  Birj  Ae  inn  on  the  L  of 
Uie  rlrer  is  ccaofbrtable  and  moderate, 
bathnmbUi>|beantifiillj8ituated,gt: 


of  siowy  rlaciers  beneath 
it,  forms  the  nxvt  itrucing  and  promi- 
nent feature,  rimnB  into  uie  air  above 
an  annsiiall]i  loiw  line  of  grey  preci' 
pices,  down  whidi  10  or  12  cascades 
are  teen  rolling  into  the  country  at 
the  base." — Lairobe, 

An  der  Leak  is  3  stnnden  distant 
frCHD  Zweiaimmen— a  drive  of  2  hrs. 
by  a  good  char-road. 

The  aoenery  of  the  DiemtiBen  Thai 
is  far  ial^ior  to  that  of  the  Binunen- 
thal,  BO  that  the  traveller  who  has  not 
seen  it  had  better  proceed  up  it  &<Mn 


nee  byBlanhfmhnrg  to  Matten 
and  An  Aer  Lenk.  It  is  a  char-road 
•U  the  way,  and  aot  much  kaiger  than 
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"fVom  InUrlaeAtn  ^  Iimi  I  fol- 
lowed s  path  but  little  known,  pasung 
through  Wimmis,  Bod  behind  thr 
rockj  point  that  OTerhangi  the  Sim- 
men,  continiiiiig  on  the  rL  bank  of 
that  river  till  I  reached  the  Diemti- 
gtm  Thai,  up  which  I  proceeded  by  a 
well-delined  bat  rather  rough  path 
tmtil  I  joined  the  char-road  to  TEier- 
matten  at  Narrenbach.  Bj  this  route 
liie  walk  from  Interlachen  to  Thier- 
inatleD  (where  there  ia  an  Inn)  will 
occupj  a,  good  walkw  S  hrs.;  from 
Thiernurtlen  to  the  summit  of  the 
Grimmi  3  brs.  more;  to  Andermatten 
on  the  Siniloen  1^  hr.;  and  another 
hour  to  An  dar  !Leiik. 

*'  The  DieitUigen  Thai  does  not  pos- 
uiy  great  dejp-ee  of  beantj, 


Is  the  7 


mdedii 


u  the  BL 


mit  of  the  Grimmi,  although  extensive 
and  Sne,  of  that  remarkalile  charaoter 
that  would  make  the  pass  worth  Tint- 
ing on  its  own  aooount.  I  should  sa; 
that  the  cattle  of  the  Diemtweu  Thai 
are  the  finest  I  have  seen  in  theOber- 
land.  The  timher  is  also  very  fine. 
The  l!~ermel  Thai,  by  which  one  de- 
scends to  the  Taller  of  (he  Simmen,  is 
Tery  pretty.  By  this  route  I  reached 
An  der  Lenk  frtnu  Interlachen  in  one 
d«y/'^^.  D. 

The  Simmen  rises  about  6  m.  abore 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  foot  of  the 
glacier  of  Riizliberg,  from  a  Honrce 
called  the  Seien  Fountains.  In  the 
source  itself  there  ie  little  to  compen- 
sate for  the  trouble  of  the  aaoent  to 
it,  bnt  the  scenery  aronnd  it  is  of 
great  grandeur.  Between  it  and  An 
der  Lenk,  Che  Simmen  forma  sereral 
cascades. 

It  ia  a  walk  of  9  or  10  bn.  without 
stopping,  from  An  der  Leuk  to  Bion. 
The  p^,  instead  of  proceeding 
towarOH  the  eonrce  of  the  Simmen, 
ascends  Che  1.  bank  of  its  tribatary, 
the  Iffigenbach ;  and  the  gorge  of  that 
torrent,  flanked  by  rest  precipices,  is 
in  p1a(^es  very  grand. 

The  solitary  traveller  should  beware 
of  losing  time  by  crossing  a  tempting 
bridge  about  half-way  to  Iffigen,  a 
little  below  a  very  picturesque  water- 
fall. Iffigen,  a  group  of  fann-houses 
at  tbe  S.  base   of  the  Bawyl,  near 


which  the  Iffigenbaoh  makes  a  very 
fine  lUl,  ia  a  good  2  brs.  walk  from 
Lenk.  Another  2^  hrs.  will  bring 
jou  to  the  cross  on  the  summit  by 
proceeding  leisnrely.  A  series  of 
zigiaga  lead  from  Ifllgen  im  the 
mountain,  over  some  patdies  of  snow. 
The  path  in  sereral  parts  of  this 
distance  is  Tery  narrow,  and  runs 
along  the  edge  of  the  precipice :  some 
people  might  call  it  dangerous;  there 
19,  howerer,  no  real  danger  to  a 
pedestrian  of  ordinary  fimmesa.  In 
this  part  of  the  pass,  two  small  folia 
or  jets  dash  down  the  face  of  the 
rock  across  the  path,  threatening  the 
traTeller  with  a  sliower-bath  when 
they  are  increased  by  heavy  rains. 
At  the  second  fall  t^e  footpath  is  only 
18  inches  broad,  but  as  it  is  constaatly 
washed  by  the  water  no  loose  stones 
rest  on  it,  and  as  it  slopes  inwards 
away  from  the  abyss  it  ia  not  dan- 
gerous. A  somewhat  difflcnlC  and 
fatiguing  zigzag  sormounta  tbe  steep 
part  of  the  ascent  From  the  brow 
of  th«  precipice,  looking  N.,  a  fine 
view  expands  over  the  valley  of  An 
der  Lenk,  and  the  mountains  of  the 
Simmenthal  covered  with  fine  pas- 
tures and  form-houses.  By  crossing 
a  bed  of  snow  lying  on  the  W.  side  of 
a  small  lake,  the  &iwyl  See,  the  path 
leads  up  to  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
marked  by  a  cross  (7450  ft). 

44  The  summit  of  the  Bawyl  is 
probably  2  m.  broad:  the  path  across 
It  is  tedious  from  the  number  of 
gnllies,  and  Che  alternately  crumbling 
and  slippery  nature  of  the  soil,  con- 
sisting of  clay  slate,  which  gradn^y 
changes  into  clay.  "  Another  smsU 
lake  is  reached  before  the  traveller 
gains  the  brow  of  the  S.  declivity  of 
the  monnlain,  consisting  of  precipices 
similar  to  those  on  the  side  of  Berne. 
The  view  henoe  of  the  monntaina  on 
the  S.  side  of  the  vale  of  the  ^one, 
of  the  Matterhom  and  its 


path  conducts  tCown  the  cliffs  t 
ch&lets  of  Kawin.  The  descent  is 
good,  the  path  having  been  recently 
reconatrocted.  Close  to  these  chilets, 
two  large  bodies  of  water  burst,  one 
on  either  hand  Eromthe  chtb,  forming 
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Bne  folia.  That  on  the  rC.  lus  an  nn- 
commonl;  luie  and  ginguUr  appear- 
anoe,  bursting  ont  of  a  black  c^ft  in 
the  fitce  of  a  broad  and  precipitoua 
TOck,  in  5  or  6  digCinot  coliuDns,  and 
afterwards  fbrming  a  Goe  wild  tomble 
of  fiMunins  waKr. 

"Though  apparently  cloai:  when 
issuing  from  the  rock,  it  has  no  sooner 
touched  the  ground  than  it  becomes 
a  river  of  liquid  uiad,  a  lawe  portion 
of  which  is  a  short  waj  below  sepa- 
rated from  the  torrent,  and  oonducted 
*erf  ingenionslj  along  the  face  of  the 
ntountun,  and  at  one  part  against  a 
perpendicular  cliff,  till,  after  a  course 
of  BOTeral  miles,  it  fer^ses  the 
meadows  near  AjenL  Two  paths 
biBDcb  off  at  the  ch&lets  of  Bawin; 
the  one  leading  throi^h  the  village  of 
Ijens,  and  in  5^  bra.  to  Sierre;  the 
oAer  tbrongh  Ajent  to  fiion  in  4^ 
to  5  hrs.  for  nearly  half  an  hour 
from  Bawin,  the  rt.  hand  path  nuu 
nearly  on  a  level:  it  nest  rises  for 
some  distance  to  turn  a  rocky  barrier, 
and  then  descends  on  AyenL  Foot 
passengers  can,  -  as  I  myself  did,  avoid 
this  ascent  by  following  the  bank  of 
the  water^courae  befbre  mtntionedi 
the  path  is  however  in  places  so  ex- 
tremely narrow,  the  footing  so  inse- 
cure, and  (he  height  above  the  valley 
BO  great,  that  I  ^ould  do  wrong  did 
I  oriierwise  than  stroi^ly  dissuade 
travellers  flrom  pursuing  that  line." 

"  The  short  cnt  above  mentioned 
along  the  watercourse  saves  about 
an  hour.  Tbe  most  dangerous  port 
takes  10  min.  or  J  hr.  to  traverse. 
Hie  only  way  of  passing  is  along  trees 
supported  on  cross  lurs  over  the 
water.  The  scene  here  is  very  gruid. 
Tbe  rock  hangs  over  on  the  rt  side, 
and  on  the  L  recedes  beneath  to  a 
distil  of  1000  fL  Tbe  trees  are  placed 
sii^y  above  die  bed  of  tbe  water- 
course, and  ue  not  more  than  a  few 
incbes  wide,  and  not  very  firmlv 
secured,  which  intneases  the  danger. 
—R.E. 

**  Tbe  Todt  in  some  places  hangs  so 
low  over  the  path  as  to  make  it  ne- 
cessary to  go  m  a  creejHDg  position. 
no*  path  is  altogetlier  so  daageioiu. 


that  although  it  nuy  be  worth  goiiw 
to  see  as  a  curiosity,  the  writer  would 
recommend  no  one  to  traverse  it." 
Yet  men,  women,  and  children,  often 
heavily  laden,  take  this  short  out 
without  aoddent. 

The  other  and  looeer  road  is  prac- 
ticable for  mules  from  Kon  up  to 
the  lop  of  the  pas*.  For  some  dig* 
tance  it  lie*  amidM  Angsts  <rf  fir. 
It   unitea  with   the  footpath  befbre 

Ayent  (no  InnX  about  2  hrs.  walk, 
pasmng  iJie  hamlet  Qrimisois  (in  Ger- 
man Grimaeln)  to 

Bioa.  (Bte.  S».) 

At  Sion,  experienced  guides  and 
mules  may  be  obtained  for  the  ascent 
of  the  RawyL 

"  Having  been  aware  of  the  exist- 
anceof  the  path  on  theleftoFdie  tor- 
rent, and  wishing  to  reach  Sierre,  I 
had  to  cross  the  valley  just  opposile 
Ayent  (o  the  little  village  of  Iccwne, 
whence  I  reached  Lens,  bom  which 


r&     (/im:  Solul,good.> 
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Qsteig—il/nTu  .-  Kr  ;  Rabe,  toler- 
able)—the  highest  village  in  it,  situ- 
ated close  under  the  lofty  and  precipi- 
toas  Mittaghom,  and  near  the  foot  of 
the  Sanetscb,  the  moat  westerly  of  the 

passes  ff      "     " ■"*" 

"Kie 

£li4]etinFrench),&omw  
lant  full  10  easy  hrs.  The  pass 
lises  from  this  place  in  a  very  preci- 
pitous manner,  and  o^en  resemblea 
the  pass  of  the  Qemnu.    It  eontiuuea 


118  BOL-IU  40. — THOH  TO  VIPAT,  BY  THE  SIUIfEIITHAU       Sect.  I, 


by  the  nde  of  the   Saaner  up 
■ODTce.    Aftar  s  climb  of 

2  bn^  ■  grmstj  plain  U  entered, 
whieb  ia  lamniiided  witb  abmpt 
rockf  nuniDtains,  and  wbich  lead*  by 


itleai 


itofu 


a  gent 

The  aammit,  7500  ft  above  tke  sea 
lerd,  a  wild  rocky  ■olitude, 
liered  by  Testation.  It  ie  not 
grand  pais,  but  tke  mounlaina  of  (tie 
great  chain  of  tbe  Alps  are  finely 
seen,  from  Ml  VeUn  and  Mt.  Corn- 
bin  lo  the  Fie  d'Orren  utd  (he  DenM 
Blanahe«,  in  tlienei^boarhood  of  the 
Mattertioni.  But  neither  that  re- 
narkable  peak  nor  any  part  of  tiw 
Waiailtom,  Rathborsior  Moate  Bomi, 
areviaible.  The  wbde  of  the  ttra^l 
Bteep,  Val  d'Erin  from  tike  TaDidi, 
and  ^e  glacier  of  Ferp^e,  tn  seen 
directly  in  fr<mt.  On  tlie  otbec  ilde 
the  deaoent  is  tteep  bat  graeiy  aJl 
the  way  Aatrv  to  the  {nae  foreata, 
through  which  the  road  to  Sion  U  (e- 
dioQs,  but  alall  intereiting.  The  aidea 
of  (he  raUey  are  very  steep,  partloa- 
larly  (nlthe£aat,onwhi<di  arery  long 
and  very  cnrioue  artificial  gaUery  or 

Elatform  road  it  oondDcted  at  a  great 
ei^l.  There  ia  also  a  remarkable 
chum  in  the  bed  of  the  riTer." — 
W.B. 

After  descending  for  lome  time, 
skirting  along  under  the  ed^  of  the 
great  glacier  de  Cliamp  E^uri,  the 
path  reaches  the  stream  of  the  HoTge, 
and  crosses  it  to 
3)  Champignol,        nca  descending 

1^  SiM  (Rt&  59.) 


[,  chIteau  d'oes  a 


DSigause  3  tinwe  a  Week.  An  ex- 
cellent carriage  road  has  been  made 
through  the  Simmenthal  as  Cv  as 
Baanen,  beyond  which  it  is  practicable 
filr  carriages.  It  i«a  little  longer  tlian 
the  highway  by  Berne  aad  £^ybnig  | 


(Bt«.  4a>  The  v»Uot  abounds  iu 
beautifiil  scenery,  rich  cultLvatioii, 
Gelds,  orohu^  and  gardens,  meadows 
readUng  to  the  tops  of  the  hUls,  with 
houses  and  villages  lying  along  the 
bank*  of  the  river,  varied  vrith  fir 
fbrests,  fine  bold  rocky  gorges  and 
open  baainB  covered  with  meadows, 
and  entjiely  of  a  pastoral  character. 

The  entrance  to  the  fiimmentfaal 
liee  between  the  Stockhom  on  the  rt, 
and  the  Nieaen  on  the  L,  and  is  ap> 
proai^ed  from  Thun  by  the  road 
along  the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  the 
banks  of  the  Eander,  as  &r  as  its 

CHion  with  the  Simm^i,  a  littie  be- 
the  pictoresqne  castle  of  Wimmi^ 
which  our  road  passes  m  the  1. 

About  2  Bk  Wher  ia  Erleabach. 
EYom  this  pareoo^^  Latrobe  started 
on  those  Alpiae  e^editions  wbich  he 
has  deecribed  in  so  admirable  and  in- 
teTMting  a  manner   in  his    AlpmstocA 

San  excellent  E^lish  guide  with  « 
breign  nameV  The  fitookhom  rises 
almost  indiediatttly  bdiind  the  villsM 
of  Brlenbwdi.--(/niu.'  Lowe  andBfir.) 


with  bsarera,  to'  convey  psraons  who 
do  not  choose  to  walk,  to  the  Jtat^  of 
Wtimmbar^,  ^tant  between  2  and  3 
m.  from  this.  There  is  sn  ascent  im- 
mediately on  leaving  the  village,  but 
after  that  the  path  winds  through  the 
most  beantiinl  aud  picturesque  defile, 
narrowing  at  every  step  into  a  pro- 
Eound  cluam,  till  raddralv  the  Bath- 
house, singularly  situated  in  its  re- 
cesses, bursts  upon  the  riew.  Thia 
large  building  is  placed  in  a  little  nook 
betwem  the  boiling  torrent  Biintsi^ 
^s,  leaving  barely 
it  iar  the  hooae  and  baUu 
ired  spot  the  traveller  is  sar> 
prised  to  find  himself  surroimded  by 
a  crotcd  of  peasants.  In  July  there 
were  75  of  that  class,  and  30  of  a 
higher  dasa  of  risiton  ;  later  in  tte 
year  the  latter  preponderate.  It  is 
difficult  to  imagine  how  they  pasa 
their  lime  in  this  solitude.  Three 
weeks  is  the  'core'  or  period  allotted 
the  trial  of  the  remedy  of  the 
waters,  wiUch  are  salpfanreoits,  and 
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Mnoring;  tU  intemil  obttmctioiu. 
Gnat  mom  b«  tlwir  power  to  induce 
ptCieiiU  (o  Maaaiu  in  so  melancholy  a 
place ;  ^t  the  scenery  around  ia 
hvklj'  pictwresqne,  fanC  inaoceaaible  to 
all  hat  stoat  dimben,  except  along 
Iheroad  to  Weigsenbti)^.  The  aouroe 
is  litoMad  about  ^  a  m.  liieher  up  in 
tlie  gixpi,  and  the  walOT,  Which  l^  a 
teBipraBtnre  of  aboie  22'  B^aom,  ii 
eoD^fed  lo  UulnMbi  inwaodes  ^pM 


The  whole  expenae,  bathe  in- 
ctaoad,  9  fr.  a-day  for  the  supeiior 
dua,  and  abont  naif  for  th«   pea- 

HOU,] 

Sane  mj  up  the  ranne  llie  pea* 
Mnts  luiTe  &nBed  a  jntbwaj  ont  of  it 
lo  the  upper  pattwea,  by  catdng 
Mlcbeaormdeatepainthebceof  die 
toA,  and  partJj  by  attaching  laddera 
loit.  By  thiimeMaa  theyacale  adiziy 
mdinca  between  200  and  300  ft.  high. 
Tb»  pedetUian  boond  for  tlie  u^ter 
KnmMBdul  need  not  mb«ee  hie  alepa 
lo  WeJMenburg,  aa  there  is  a  abort 
out  direct  Scf>ia  the  batfaa  to  Oberwjl, 
W  Um  high  road. 

2  Boltii^en— (/in .-  Bir)— a  viUajte 
ntoated  2600  ft.  above  the  sea,  a  little 
lotheS.of^eoldeaalle  of  Sinuneneck. 
lira  ruined  caatle  of  Laubecli  orer- 
looks  the  road,  which  ia  now  carried 
rooad  the  miiaence,  aToidiju;  a  iteep 
ucenL  The  gorge  of  Lal£eok  ia  a 
KXM  of  Kra^ear.  The  rirer  is 
■roaud  3  tunes  before  readiiiig 

3)  ZweiiinuDta— «  TUlue^f  1300 
Inubt,  composed  of  old  brown  and 
•ed  wooden  honsea  (no  goodisn),  situ- 
Ued  at  the  Jimctioa  of  tbe  great  and 
■—      "■  The   CasUeof  Blan- 


iVTolatioa  in  cantooBerne,  it  was  the 
niidenoe  of  the  landTOcht,  who  now 
occmoes  his  own  humble  farm-house 
beaide  it  It  is  atill  tbe  seM  of  tbo 
^emment,  and  the  prison.  A  char- 
road  runs  henoa  pait  $L  Stephen 
(Tna :  Alter  Bohweitier),  in  1^  hr.,  to 
Ibtten  (see  Bte.  39,  p.  U5). 


The  load  to  BoUe  and  Tevay  now 

quits  the  Simmenthal  by  a  very  steep 
ascent,  through  scenery  blackened 
with  grand  forests  of  pine,  and,  tuni' 
ing  to  the  S.W.,  crosses  an  elevated 
tractofpaature-land  called  theSaanen- 
Moser,  till  it  deaoenda  upon 

2)  Saanen  (Fr.  Qessanay)  ^/niu  .- 
Laudhans,  not  good ;  the  Bear,  no 
better  (iT.) — the  principal  place  in  the 
pastoral  valley  <^  the  upper  Saane 
(Sarine),  whose  inhabilants  are  almost 
exclusively  oattle-owners,  or  occupied 
in  their  dairies^  and  in  manu&cCuriag 
eicellent  cheese,  exported  to  all  pans 
<^  the  world  as  Grny^res  cheese.  A 
lund  peculiar  to  the  valley,  too  deli* 
tnte  lo  bear  exportation,  and  which  is 
called  Fotscbari-ksse,  does  Dot  last 
through  the  summer* 

Here  the  new-made  road  ends :  bn- 
yond  this  it  is  a  billy  and  very  narrow 
cross-road.  A  mue  below  Saanen 
we  pass  out  of  Berne  into  canton 
Vaud.  Germao,  the  language  of  the 
upper  extremity  of  the  valley,  is  soon 
exchanged  for  a  French  patois,  in  the 
lower  portion,  which  is  called  Pays 
d'en  haut  Boruand.  The  first  VaudoU 
village  is  Kougduont  (Germ.  Koth- 
berg^Ittn:  Kreut^).  Its  chateau  was 
formerly  a  convent. 

2j  Ch&teau  d'Oex  (Oesch)— (/ruu.' 
L'Oura,  comfortable;  Jlaison  deVllle) 
—a  village  of  612  Inhab.,  3030  feet 
above  the  sen,  rebuilt  after  a  con- 
Sagratioo  which  almost  entirely  con- 
sum^  it  The  chateau,  ofler  which 
it  is  named,  is  replaced  by  a  cimrdi 
on  the  height  where  once  it  stood. 
The  road  next  crosses  the  Saane,  and 
traverses  the  narrow  pass  of  La  Tine, 
between  the  mountains — very  grand 
rocks  and  pines,  It  is  precipitous 
and  narrow,  yet  quite  practicable  fop 
corri^es,  and  the  journey  lo  Vevay 
may  be  performed  in  10^  hours.  AU 
that  is  required  is  good  horses,  and 
stout  drags  and  chains.    An  interest- 

7  road  diverges  hence  into  the  valley 
the  Rhone  Tjy  the  Tall^e  dea  Or- 


Krentz) — which  Byron  caHs  "  a  pretty 
scra^y  village,  with  a  wild  river  and 
ft  wooden  tn'u^^'   it  is  situated  in 


caoton  Freibt 
kept  here  foi 
over  the  hlglil;^  interesdng  Pom  of 
Dent  de  Jaman  (Jommen-Pasa),  4500 
ft.  above  the  aes-level,  descendin 
npon  the  Lake  of  Genera  abore  Moi 
trenz,  will  bring  the  traieller  to 
VeTtiy  in  6  bonrs=18  m.,  ■  ride  of 
5  hra.  Bjron,  who  crosaed  it,  de- 
scribes the  irbole  ronte  as  **  b«Hiti- 
fU  as  a  dream."  The  view  from  the 
fa%faest  {Kunts  (ne  had  both  sides  of 
the  Jura  before  ns  in  one  point  of 
view,  with  ^pa  in  plenty)  comprises, 
on   one  side,   the   neatest    part   of 

I^ke  Laman  ;   on  the  other,  *' ' 

leaf's  and  mountun  of  the 


and  all  which  the  borders  of  the 
Lake (rfGeneva  inherit.  "The  music 
of  the  cows'  bells  (for  their  wealth, 
like  the  pBtriarcb's,  is  cattle)  in  the 
pastures,  which  reach  to  a  height  &r 
above  any  moontains  in  Britain,  and 
the  shepherds  shouting  to  as  irom 
crag  to  crag,  and  playing  on  their 
reeds,  where  the  steeps  tppeared  al- 
most inaccessible,  with  the  surround- 
ing scenery,  realized  all  that  I  have 
ever  heard  or  inii^^ed  of  a  paS' 
tonl  existence — much  more  so  than 
Greece  or  Asia  IiUnar,  for  there  we 
have  a  little  too  roach  of  the  sabre 
and  musket  order,  and  if  there  is  a 
crook  in  one  hand,  you  are  sure  to 
Bee  a  gun  in  the  other ;  but  this  was 
pure  utd  unmixed — solitary,  savage. 
Bud  patriarchal.  As  we  went  diey 
played  the  '  fiani  de  Tachea '  and 
other  airs  byway  of  fiirewell.  I  have 
lately  repeopled  my  mind  with  nature." 
— Byrotit  Joamai. 

At  the  Chftleta  of  Avenls,  yon  may 
.  have  a  chamber  nod  tolerable  fiire.] 

Tlie  earri^e-road  from  Montbovon 
to  Veva^  makes  a  very  lone  dftour ; 
descending  the  valley  of  the  Baane, 
and  passing  around  ^e  base  of  the 
Molhan  (61S1  ft.),  the  highest  moiin- 
taio  in  canton  frabnrg,  it  passes  un- 
der the  hills  crowned  by  the  cattle 

Gragirts  ^Oennan,  Qreyeri) — Imw: 
uud  not  to  be  good.  This  dirty  little 
Btooldering  town  of  876  Inhab.  is  ex- 
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tremely  picturesque  from  its  position 
on  the  face  of  a  hill,  the  lop  of 
which  is  crowned  by  the  Caglle,  very 
eommaading  from  its  situatian.  and 
well  preserved.  Its  owners,  theCounts 
of  Gniy^res,  were  sovereigns  of  the 
HUmninding  district  down  to  1554, 
when  the  femilj  became  bankmpC, 
and  thus  forfUted  the  lordship,  so 
that  dieir  last  desGendants  died  in  a 
strange  land.  It  is  now  fidling  into 
decay,  only  one  portion  bang  oooa- 
pied  by  the  Pr^t.  The  gloomy  an* 
tiqnity  of  tiie  interior  corresponds 
with  the  oharact«r  of  ita  watch-towers, 
battlements,  and  loop-holes,  as  seen 
from  without.  These  walls  are  14  fc 
thick,  ^e  halls  vanlted  and  dimly 
lighted  by  small  windows  ;  in  one  is  a 
fireplace  at  which  oxen  were  roasted 
whole.  The  torture  chamber  at  the 
top  oT  the  stairs  still  oontBina  the  rack 
which  has  been  used  since  the  bedn- 
ning  of  the  present  century,  to  inflict 

Eunishment.  The  language  n>okai 
V  the  people  of  the  district,  a  dialect 
of  the  Romansch  (ciUled,  in  G^rmaii, 
Gmverin-Welsch),  is  thought  to  prov« 
their  descent  frvm  the  Burgnndians. 
It  is  a  subject  worthy  the  attendm  of 
trailers.  The  district  is  also  famous 
for  its  cheeses,  and  supplies  from  its 
rich  pastures  a  great  part  of  the 
40,000  i^ttnera  (cwt.;  of  cheese  which 


the  name  of  Orrayife.  The  old  Ch.  of 
8t,  TheodaJa,  containing  a  monument 
with  marble  effigies  of  a  Count  of 
Grav^rea,  in  aingol^  eoatnme — is  re- 
markable for  its  antiquity.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  (own  are  a  laiy  set, 
many  of  th^n  p«iuioBera  of  a  very 
rioh  Botpital  here. 

The  watdi  tower  of  La  To«r  da 
Treme  was  an  outpost  of  the  Counts 
ofGruyerss. 

.<4  BuUe  <BolI)  —  </iuu .-  Cheral 
Blanc,  good  ;  Maison  de  Ville) — one 
of  ^e  most  industrious  towns  in  the 
I.  Itcontainsnearly  ISOOInliab., 
the  chief  depot  for  the  Gruyere 
cheese  made  in  the  valleys  of  the  Saa- 
and  of  Charmey.  It  is  distant 
about  IB  m.  frmn  E^ibui^,  and  the 
from  Ve^y.    Oui  Morse  now 


Switzerland,     hodxe  41a.— val  DBS  Osmonds  to  aigle. 


tnniB  S.  along  the  high  road  between 
theae  two  places,  skirtinr  the  W.  bue 
oftheMolesonto  ^ 

44   CbaMl   St.  Denis    (Kiutels) 
(/nn  :  Moison  de  Ville)— a  pictnresqae 
vUll^e  with  lui  elevated  ca^stle  on  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Veie^se.    ^  m.  S.  of 
it  the  road  enters  canton  Taud. 

An  excellent  new  road,  admirably 
mgineered,  carried  bj  an  easy  descent 
in  Eig^hgs  down  the  steep  hill  towarda 
tile  beautiiul  lake  Lemau,  conducts 
the  traveller  to 

14  Veoay  (Bte.  56).  The  view  frran 
this  road  is  nearlj  ae  fine  as  from  the 
Jamao,  so  that  you  have  no  reason  to 
n^ret  the  enormous  b«ids  which  it 
makes,  Uiough  they  lengtbeo  the 
journey  by  several  nules, 

ROUTE  41a, 

CHItEAC  C'OEX  to  AtOLE  BT  THE 


fr^  hours'  walk. 

A  road,  at  present  practicable  only 
for  mules  and  foot  passengers,  di- 
verges to  the  L  &om  the  grand  route 
from  Thun,  at  the  entrance  of  Chateau 
d'Oex  (Bte.  41},  and  leads  the  tonrist 
by  the  valley  of  the  Mausse,  at  an 
elevatiou  fS  35(KI  ft,  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  a  distance  of  A  ieagnes  to 
Comballe,  a  small  vill^e,  or  rather 
collection  of  oh&lets,  which  is  never 
free  from  snow  before  the  month  of 
June.  On  one  side  of  iMs  mountain 
route  rise  iu  all  their  grandeur  the 
Molesou,  the  Dent  de  Jaman,  and  all 
their  train  of  frowaing  and  fantastic 
satellites;  and  on  the  other  the  gla- 
ciers of  the  Diablerets,  with  the  Dent 
da  Hidi  and  Vallusan  alps  in  the 
distance. 

At  Comballe  there  is  a  pieturesque 
and  comfortable  little  /nn,  much  tre- 
qnenled  in  summer  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  valleys,  for  the  beDefit  of 
the  pore  mountain  air  and  a  sulphur- 
eous mineral  spring  of  great  celebrity 
which  takes  its  source  here.  From 
hence  by  a  rapid  descent,  and  amidst 
splendid  scenery,  composed  of  pine 
forests,  rushing  cascades,  and  valleys 


[Suti'tj.] 


of  them 


it  varied  and 


magnificent  description,  the  traveller 
arrives  through  the  picturesque  valley 
of  Les  Ormonda  at 


moderate  in  their  chaives,  as 
»cu  aS  in  accommodation,  which  is 
qiiite  inferior  to  the  hotels  at  Vevay 
or  H.  Byron,  though  suited  to  the 
Swiss  who  resort  to  them.)  Nothing 
can  be  more  primitjvo  and  original  than 
this  little  mountain  town.  The  houses 
or  rather  chalets  of  a  superior  descrip- 
tion, entirely  composed  of  wood,  and 
most  of  them  grotesquely,  some  beau- 
tifully carved,  and  in  general  covered 
with  verses  and  texts  from  the  Bible. 
The  iobabitauts  of  dea  Onnonds  are 
a  powerful  and  hardy  race,  celebrated 
as  the  best  rifle-shots  in  Switzerland. 
In  fkct,  their  unerring  aim  at  immense 
distances  is  truly  astonishing.  The 
pasturages  in  this  valley  are  much 
celebrated,  and  the  cheese,  cream,  and 
butter  of  des  Ormonds  equal  any  in 

"  The  three  /nna  are  generally  filled 
by  visitors  from  below,  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  and  August— 
the  air  being  the  finest  in  the  world, 
and  the  excursions  in  the  neighbour- 
hood varied  and  beautiful. 

"  From  Sepey  to  Aiele,  a  distance 
of  3  short  le^nes,  the  desceutismade 
in  any  description  of  carriage  in  |  of 
an  hour  by  aroad  which,  perhaps,  for 
beauty  and  grandeur  of  construction 
is  not  surpassed  in  Europe,  'Dotex*- 
ceptine  the  Himplon.'  It  was  com- 
meocM  by  the  Vaudois  Government 
io  1S36,  with  the  inteatiou  of  con. 
□ecting  the  high  route  of  the  Simplon 
with  that  to  rhun,  Interlachen,  and 
the  German  cantons  at  Ch&tean  d'Oex, 
through  the  valley  of  Les  Ormonds, 
but  owing  to  the  enormous  expense 
which  has  atleuded  its  formation,  and 
the  continual  repairs  and  '  enlretiens  ' 
that  are  necessary  in  winter,  from  the 
snow  and  other  causes,  it  bos  not  been 
continued  at  present  &rther  than 
Sepey,  The  road  is  wide  and  equal 
to  any  in  England,  and  its  gradual 
and  easy  ascent  around  the  sides  of  a 

3000  ft,  reflect^ 
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the  boldness  of  its  construction  upon 
the  sides  of  and  through  enormoiu 
rocks.  At  the  bottom  of  the  valley, 
benesth  the  feet  of  tbe  tourist,  rush 
the  '  Ornndeg  Eaux '  is  a  continual 
aeries  of  mighty  torrents  and  cascadea- 
FrightfiiJ  precipices  frown  above  him  ; 
and  the  Contonr  Bleu,  an  immense 
work,  composed  of  3  long  and  high 
waJls  upon  which  the  rood  passes  on 
the  edge  of  a  precipice,  adds  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  scene.  In  the  dis- 
tance, near  Aigle,  the  snowy  tops  of 
the  Dent  du  Audi  glisten  in  splendid 
contrast  to  the  dark  forests  of  the 
Onnonds,  and  the  Deat  de  Chammo- 
siure  rears  its  grey  and  toftj  peak 
above  the  charming  pasturages  and 
beautifnl  chiQeta  that  are  everywhere 
scattered  Haifa  shower  of  them  had  de- 
scended on  the  mountain  sides," — J.  D. 

Aigle,  the  first  stage  from  Ville- 
ueuve,  on  the  Simplon  road,  is  by  far 
the  best  and  most  centrical  place  for 
exploring  the  valley  dea  Ormonds. 

(/nn.-  Croix  Blanche.) 

ROUTE  *2. 

BEtLHE  TO  LAUSANNE,  BT  FRBTBOBa. 

20}   leagues  ^  60}    Eng.    miles, 

reckoned  aa  13)  posts.  Post-horses 
may  be  obtained  on  the  road,  all  the 
way  from  Berne  (o  Geneva.  See  In- 
troduction, ^  5. 

DSv/mcea  daily  in  II  hours.  The 
rdOd  is  hilly,  bat  an  improved  line  t<i 
Freyburg  has  been  completed. 

CiJuitling  Berne  by  the  gat«  of  Morat, 
flanked  by  its  two  bears,  we  traverse 
a  fertile  bnt  not  very  intereating  conn- 
try.  At  Neueneck,  where  there  is  a 
Sood  /nn  (the  Hirach),  the  stream  of 
le  Senae,  which  separates  canton 
Berne  from  Freyburg,  is  eroased. 
About  4  m.  lower  down  this  stream  is 
Laiqien,  famous  for  the  battle  in  which 
the  Swiss  confederates,  under  Bndolph 
of  Brlach,  defeated  die  mmiled  ohitalry 
«tBaigniidywd8iMU%1339.    At 


2j  Neueneck  a  sleep  ascent  com- 
mences, to  surmonnt  which  vorspann 
are  required.  The  ganie  wings  and 
dark  Mess  of  the  female  peasantry  of 
Berne  is  exchanged  for  brcHd-brimmed, 
flapping  straw  hats  and  red  petti- 
coats ;  while  the  nnmeroua  crosses  at 
the  road-side  annomice  a  Boman 
Catholic  canton.  "  We  were  atmck 
with  the  beanty  of  the  road ;  the  hieb 
ground  after  Neaeneck  commands  ue 
Alps  from  Sentis  to  Mol^son  in  clew 


-IT.  A 


The  appearance  of  Freybnrg  from 
the  Berne  road  is  singularly  striking 
and  pictnresque,  as  the  road,  winding 
ronnd  the  shoulder  of  the  steep  hiS 
overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Saarine, 
brings  the  traveller  suddenly  in  view 
of  its  antique  battlements  aiid  nume- 
rona  towers,  crowning  the  summit  of  a 
precipitous  roch  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  gorge.  Near  the  top  of  the  hill 
is  seen  a  staring  modem  building, 
like  a  manufactory,  with  5  stories  and 
many  windows,  once  a  Jesuits'  Pen- 
aionnat ;  not  far  from  it  the  former 
Jesuits'  college  and  convent  ;  next, 
the  Gothic  tower  and  chorch  of  St. 
Nicholas  ;  beyond  appears  the  auapen- 


bridge,  hung  by  4  ropes  of  u 
across  the  river,  and  linkin?  together 
the  two  sides  of  the  valley.  Previonsto 


mly  way  of  reach- 
ing the  town  from  Bwne  was  by  de- 
scending the  steep  hill  on  the  one  side, 
and  following  numerous  circuitous  zig- 
xags  which  led  to  ibe  water  side.  T^e 
road  theneroBsed  the  rivor  S  times  bv 
3  different  low  bridees,  after  which  it 
immediately  ascended  another  slope 
equally  steep.  A  diligence,  or  heavy- 
carriage,  performing  this  meandenns 
and  difficult  route,  required  not  mucn 
less  than  an  hour  to  pass  through  the 
tovm  ;  at  present  the  traveller  rolls 
luxnriooBly  over  this  beautifiil  bridge, 
and,  without  eiUer  ascending  or  de- 
scending, is  transported  in  2  minutes 
through  a  breach  tbnned  in  the  old 
houses,  on  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
into  the  centre  of  the  town.  A  mo- 
derate toll  of  4  »  bats  for  every  per- 
son, and  1  bati  tbr  each  horse  and  car- 
riage, is  paid  on  crossing. 
^  Fbetbubo.  — (Ami; 


Sidtserlatid,    route  42. — fretbdho.    suspension  bridge. 


Ho^  dose  to  the  bridge,  vvrj  good  ; 
beds,  2  fr.  ;  t&bie  d'hote  at  12^  3fr.  i 
at  4i  4  fr.  I  tea  1  fr.  The  view  from 
the  platform  behind  of  the  two  bridges 
ifl  verv  strikiHE.  H.  defl  Maj?ohamla, 
near  the  church,  also  good.) 

This  town,  the  capital  of 
FreybnTg  (9000  Inbab.,  chiefly  Bom. 
CatL),  is  situated  on  a  promontory 
form^  hy  the  windings  of  the  Saarine 
(SaAae).  Many  of  &e  houses  stand 
oa  the  very  edge  of  the  precipice  over- 
hnnginj;  Oie  rivsr,  and  their  quaint 
architecture,  the  long  line  ot  embat- 
tled waJls  stretching  up  hill  and  down 
dale,  varied  by  the  chain  of  femlal 
watch-towera,  and  gateways  of  the 
ancient  fordGcatioDS  which  still  exist 
in  a,  perfect  state,  together  with  the 
angular  and  romantic  features  of  the 
go>rge  of  the  Saarine,  give  the  distant 
view  of  the  town  an  aspect  different 
from  that  of  any  other  in  Europe, 
which  is  at  once  impoaing  and  highly 
jncturesque.  The  narrow  dirty  streets 
and  mean  buildings  of  the  interior  do 
not  alt^^ether  correspond  with  these 
outward  promises  of  mterest. 

Freyhurg  was  founded  in  1175,  by 
Bake  Berchlhold  of  Zahringen. 

The  Sii^etiiiim  Bridge,   the  longest 

_^      _       _  =  __., ,_      .L.      ...^^^^     ^^ 


i  with   those  of  the   Menai 
bridge,  are  as  follows: — 

Length.    ElendoQ.    Breadth. 
FTSjbnrg,...«4l  ft.        ISCft.       laft.llta. 


It  is  su[^Hed  on  4  cables  of  iron 
wire,  each  containing  1056  wires,  the 
united  strength  of  which  is  capable  of 
supporting  3  times  the  weight  which 
the  bridge  will  ever  be  likely  to  bear, 
or  3  times  the  weight  of  2  rows  of 
waggons,  extending  eolirely  across  it. 
The  cables  enter  the  ground  on  each 
side  obliquely  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  are  then  carried  down  ver- 
tical shafts  cut  in  the  rock,  and  filled 
with  masonry,  through  which  they 
pass,  being  attached  at  the  eitiemity 
to  enormous  blocks  of  stone.  The 
mateti^  of  which  it  ia  composed  are 
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I  almost  exclusively  Swiss ;  the  iron 
I  came  from  Berne,  the  limeatuue  ma- 
sonry from  the  quarries  of  (be  Jura, 
the  wood-work  from  the  forests  of 
Freyburg:  the  workmen  were,  with 
the  CKCcption  of  one  man,  natives  who 
had  never  seen  guch  a  bridge  before. 
It  was  completed  in  3  years,  at  an 
expense  of  about  600,000  fc.  (25,000?. 
sterling),  and  in  1834  was  subjected 
to  various  severe  trials  to  prove  its 
strength.  First,  15  pieces  of  artillery, 
drawn  by  50  horses,  and  accompanied 
b^  300  people,  passed  over  it  at  one 
tmie,  and  were  collected  in  as  close  a 
body  as  passible,  first  on  the  centre, 
and  then  at  the  two  extremities,  to 
try  the  effect  of  their  concentrated 
weight  A  depression  of  a  metre  (SOJ 
inches)  was  thus  produced  in  the  part 
moat  weighed  upon,  but  no  sensible 
oscillation  was  occasioned.  A  few 
days  after  the  bridge  was  opened  by 
the  bishop  and  authorities  of  the  town, 
accompanied  by  about  2000  persons, 
who  passed  over  it  twice,  in  proces- 
sion, preceded  by  a  military  band, 
and  keeping  step.  On  this  occasion 
a  slight  honiontal  vibration  was  pro- 
duced, but  it  is  very  improbable  that 
the  bridge  in  its  ordinary  service  will 
ever  receive  such  a  multitude  at  once. 
The  passage  of  2  or  3  heavy  carriages 

slightest  perceptible  oscillation;  and 
nouiing  is  more  extraordinary  in  this 
beantiml  structure  than  the  combi- 
nation of  stability  with  such  apparent 
fragility.  The  bridge  is  well  seen 
froD)  the  platform  of  the  Hotel  de 
Zahringue,  &om  the  old  road  below 
it,  and  from  the  singular  gorge  of 
Gotteron. 

Amthtr  Wire  Bridge,  640  feet  long 
and  317  high,  has  been  suspended 
across  the  gorge  of  Gotteron,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  Saarine.  It 
was  finished  in  1S40.  Though  not  of 
such  Isrj|e  dimensions  as  ^at  built  in 
1S34,  it  IS  more  curious,  as  the  wire 
cables  are  attached  immediately  to 
the  solid  rock  on  each  side,  and  the 
point  of  suspension  is  higher  on  one 
side  than  on  the  other,  which  gives  it 
the  appearance  of  half  a  bridge.  The 
object  of  this  mode  of  consEmction  is 

a2 


E  42. FRETBDRO.  CHDKCH.  OBSAH. 


Sect.  I. 


the  valley 

The  principal  Ch.  of  31.  UTicliolat  is 
rather  a  handsome  Gothic  building 
(date  12B5-1500).  The  portal  under 
the  tower  (date  1152)  is  surmounted 

Ka  curious  bas-relief,  represenlir^ 
)  Lost  Judgment  In  the  centre 
stands  St,  Nichoiaa,  and  above  him  is 
seated  the  Saviour;  on  the  L  hand  an 
aoffel  is  weighing  manliind  in  a  huge 
pair  of  scales,  not  singly  but  by  lot^, 
and  a  pair  of  imps  are  maliciously 
endeavouring  to  pull  down  one  reale, 
and  make  the  other  kick  the  beam; 
below  ia  St.  I'eler,  ushering  the  good 
into  Paradise.  On  the  rt.  hand  is  the 
reverse  of  this  picture— a  devil,  with 


a  pigs 


,  a  crowd  of  wicked,  and 
lies  a  basket  on  his  back,  also  tilled 
with  figures,  apparently  about  to  pre- 
cipitate them  mlo  a  vast  cauldron 
suspended  over  a  fire,  which  several 
other  imps  are  stirriog.  Id  the  cor- 
ner ia  Dell,  represeoted  by  the  jaws 
of  a  monster,  filled  up  to  the  teeth 
with  evil-doers,  and  above  it  is  Satan, 
seated  on  his  throne. 

The  Oiyim,  built  by  the  late  Aloys 
Moser,  a  native  of  the  town,  is  one 
of  the  finest  instruments  in  Europe. 
The  organist  is  allowed  to  play  on  it 
for  the  gratification  of  travellers  only 
at  hours  when  the  mass  is  not  going 
on — at  4  P**t  '  ^nd  -J  past  5  in  the 
aflemoon,  and  on  f£te  days  not  at 
all.  An  arrangement  is  mode  widi 
the  organist  hy  which  strangers  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the 
instrument  after  the  table-dliote  at 
the  Ziihringer  Hof  His  fee  is  1 1  fr. 
for  a  party,  and  the  yalet  de  place 
will  make  an  appointment  with  him. 
The  performance  terminates  with  the 
imitation  of  a  storm,  introducing  the 
howling  of  the  wind,  and  the  roaring 
of  die  tbundnr,  interspersed  with  a 
few  flashes  of  lightning  (i^m  "  Der 
Freisehutz."  The  instrument  has  64 
stops  and  7800  pipes,  some  of  them 
33  ft.  long. 

Down  to  1817  Canton  !Freyburg 
presented  a  remarkable  instance  of  a 
Kate  with  a  oonstitutiMi  purely  demo- 


cratic, in  which  the  chief  influence 
was  exercised  by  the  hierarchy.  The 
town  of  Freyburg  was  a  stronghold 
of  the  Bomish  priesthood :  it  is  the 
see  of  a  bishop,  who  still  styles  him' 
self  Bishop  of  Lausanne,  although, 
since  the  Reformation,  the  canton 
Vaud  is  cut  off  from  his  diocese.  It 
contuned  no  less  than  9  conienta 
(5  for  monks  and''4  for  nuns),  12 
churches,and  10  chapels.  TbeJaiHt% 
while  interdicted  from  most  other 
states  of  Europe,  were  here  openly 
tolerated,  having  been  recall^  in 
1B18,  by  a  decree  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  the  canton.  The  JesaiU' 'Joraent, 
or  college,  was  founded  in  l.'iSt  by 
Father  Canisius,  who  died  in  the 
odour  of  sanctity  at  the  age  of  77, 
and  is  interred  in  the  Jesuits'  church, 
awaiting  the  honours  of  canonisation, 
which  have  been,  it  is  said,  long  pro- 
mised to  his  remains.  Henry  IV.  of 
France  subscribed  towards  the  buUd- 
ing  of  the  church,  and  presented  the 
high  altar,  little  aware  of  his  coming 
late  from  the  dagger  of  a  Jesuit.  The 
college  was  suppressed  hv  a  decree  of 
the  Diet,  1847.  The  buildiag  of  the 
convent  isof  very  humble  kind,  rather 
mean  than  otherwise,  and  contains 
nothing  remarkable.  Its  walls  are 
lined  with  bad  portraits  of  the  gene- 
rals of  the  order  of  Jesus,  and  of  the 
rectors  of  the  establishment 

JJie  Pemioitnal,  or  Jesuits'  School, 
the  most  conspicuous  building  in  the 
t«wn,  situated  on  a  spot  overlooking 
the  other  edifices,  was  destined  for 
the  reception  of  about  40O  jpupils, 
many  of  them  children  of  the  Koman 
Catholic  uoblesse  of  France  and  Ger- 
many, who  were  sent  hither  for  their 
education. 

Among  the  onriosides  of  EVeybui^ 
ia  the  ancient  trunk  of  a  Lime-lr«e, 
planted,  according  to  tradition,  on  the 
day  of  the  battle  of  Morat,  in  1476. 
The  story  relates  that  a  young  Frey- 
burgois,  who  had  fought  m  the  battle, 
anxious  to  bring  home  the  good  news, 
ran  the  whole  way,  and  arrived  on 
this  spot,  bleeding,  out  of  breath,  and 
so  exhaosted  hv  fetigue,  that  he  fell 
down,  and  had  barely  time  to  cry 
"Victory]"  when  he  expired.    Th* 
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branch  of  lime  which  he  c&rried  in 
his  hsDd  was  immediBlel^  planted, 
aid  grew  inu>  the  tree,  of  which  thia 
d«*jed  trunk,  20  ft.  in  circumfE 


lubi 


!Bup- 


porledby 

Near  [o  it  ia  the  ancient  Ralhhava, 
b  building  of  no  consequence,  but 
stuidini;  on  Ihe  site  of  the  Di^e  of 
Ziliringen's  castle. 

A  long  fiigbt  of  steps  leads  from 
Ibis  dawn  to  the  lower  town  and  river 
lide:  it  iscalled  theiitK  Coart  Chemin, 
sod  tlie  roofa  of  some  of  its  houses 
wrre  as  pavement  for  the  street  above 
it,  called  Rue  Grande  Foalaine. 

The  canton  Freybui^  is  singularly 
divided  between  the  German  and 
French  languages ;  and  the  line  of 
Bepsration,  extending  from  the  S.E. 
cornet  to  the  N.W.,  passes  ihroueh 
the  town  of  Freybui^,  so  that  in  the 
Wper  town  French  is  spolien,  and  in 
toe  lower  German.     This  distinction. 


however. 


!  wearing  oi 


The  walls  and  ^tes  of  the  towD 
are  singularly  penect  specimeas  of 
indent  fortincation,  antf  contribute, 
ikiDg  with  the  general 
"""'  ry  back  the 

e  of  society, 
near  the  Pr^f^ture  (thrown  across 
the  street,  and  now  converted  into  a 
prison),  has  acquired  the  name  of  La 
Uaucaise  Tour,  because  it  contained  the 
rack.  Though  the  torture  had  been 
^used  in  the  canton  for  many  years, 
it  was  not  legally  aholishM  until 
18»1 

The  singularly  romandc  character 
of  the  wiooing  goi^  of  the  Saarine, 
oa  whose  margin  Freyburg  is  planted, 
hw  been  before  alluded  to.  Close  to 
the  old  bridge  of  Beme,  another  gorge, 
deep  sunk  between  rocks  of  sandstone, 
called  Gor^e  d«  Qatteron,  opens  into  Ihe 
Saarine.  It  is  a  singularly  wild  spot. 
Sod  the  wire  bridge,  spanning  the 
Bwine  high  over  head  with  its  web- 
like filaments,  increases  its  picturesque 
character.  The  larger  suspene  ion- 
bridge  is  also  well  seeo  from  iC 

About  3  m.  lower  down  the  valley 
oftbeSaarineis  the(?ro«oo/5J.  *aff- 
dolnu,  a  hermitage  and  chapel  cut  out 
of  the  sandstone  rock,  by  a  native  of 


Gmy6ce8  named  Dupr£,  between  1670 
and  1680.  Its  wonders  have  been  ex< 
aggerated  hy  the  guide-books,  and  it 

Morat  is  about  10  m.  from  Frey- 
burg  (Rte.  43).  Coaches  run  thither, 
and  the  steamer  navigating  the  lake 

Morat.  There  is  a  good  road  from 
Frevbure  to  Vevay  hy  Bulle  (Rte.41). 

The  shortest  way  to  Lausanne  is  b^ 
BomoDt,  but  the  road  is  so  bad  that  it 
is  rarely  followed.  Instead  of  it,  the 
circuitous  route  by  Fayeme,  in  canton 
Vaud,  ia  usually  taken  :  It  is  hilly, 
and  not  very  inloresling. 

4|  Payerne— Germ.  I'eterlingen— 
(7nru.-  Bar,  is  newer,  but  not  better 
than  the  Hotel  de  Ville).  There  are 
two  churches  in  this  waUed  town — 
the  one,  now  turned  into  a  HoUe  an 
Ble,  is  in  the  Romanesque  style,  and 
very  ancient.  Bertha,  Queen  of  Bur- 
gundy, the  founder  of  it  and  of  the  ad- 


joini 


e  the 


Beformation,  and  now  a  school),  was 
buried  in  iL  The  curiosity  of  the 
place  is  Queen  Bertha's  Saddle,  a 
cumbrous  machine  kept  in  the  parish 
church,  from  which  it  appears  that, 
in  her  days,  it  was  the  tashion  for 
ladies  to  nde  en  cavalier ;  but  Bertha 
spun  as  she  rode,  having  a  distaff 
planted  on  the  pummeL  In  the  same 
church  is  Bertha's  tomb,  an  antique 
sarcophagus  discovered  1S18,  now 
covered  with  a  slab  of  black  marble. 

A  carriage  road  runs  &x>in  Fayeme 
by  Estavayer  to  Tverdun,  partly  near 
the  lake  of  Neuchalel.  That  to  Lau* 
sanne  ascends  the  valley  of  Ihe  Broye, 
pastLucens(Lobsingcn)  and  its  castle 

«  Moudon— Germ.  Milden— (/nn.- 
H.  Victoria,  not  good.)  This  toim 
(1500  Inhab.)  was  the  Koman  Mini- 
danumj  hence  its  modem  name. 

At  the  village  of  Carouge,  a  road 
tumsoffontheL  to  Vevay, 

The  stage  to  Lausanne,  about  13 
m.,  consists  of  nearly  7  of  long  and 
incessant  ascent,  and  5  of  descent. 
Extra  horses  are  required  for  the 
first.  Froro  Ihe  summit  and  S,  slope 
of  the  Jorat,  for  that  is  the  name  of 
the    hill,   a  beautifiil  view   expands 
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over  the  Leman  Lake ;  and  in  dear 
weather  the  anowa  of  Mont  Blanc  and 
the  hi^  Alpa  border  the  horizon. 
It  18  8  drive  of  3  hrs.  from  Mondon 

5  Lacbahnb  (Ble.  56). 


BEKNE  TO  LAUSAKNE,  BY  H0B4T  «I 


161  le^uea  =  5< 
Duiffence  dailj, 

A  msUnt  liew  of  Che  Alps  is  ob- 
tained on  the  L  The  Saarine  u  crossed 

34  Giuninen,  and  a  little  ferlher  on 
the  road  enlers  Canton  Freyburg. 
This  part  of  it  exhibits  a  more  mdna- 
trious  and  thriving  aspect  than  the 
test ;  it  is  Protestant. 

^  IKorat—Geno.  Murteo  — (/n 
Couronne  ;  Croix  Blanche)— a  thriv- 
ing town  of  1 853  Inhab.,  wtuated  on 
the  E.  shore  of  the  lake  of  Morat, 
on  the  hi^  road  from  Berne,  Basle, 
and  Soleure,  to  Lausanne.  Its  nar- 
row and  somewhat  dismal  streets  are 
overlooked  by  an  old  Cattle ;  and  it 


HaTg*H  oa  gbmtljr  tnnib1«  oT  Um  iUId, 
Msr  Eliuh  br  thoH  who  conqnar'd  on  tint 

Here  Bnrf  und?  beqovstbed  hla  tDmhlvi  host, 
A  bony  b«ap  tbroD^  »gm  to  nusiu ; 
ThemialvM  their  moDDmflnt."  Byrwt. 

The  battle  of  U76,  which  has  ren- 
dered the  name  of  this  otherwise  in- 
significant town  famous  all  over  the 
world,  was  fought  under  its  walls. 
The  Swiss  were  drawn  np  along  the 
heights  a  little  to  the  aW.,  and  do- 
thtng  coald  resist  their  impetnons 
charge.  The  loss  of  the  Burgundians 
was  immense  ;  15,000  dead  bodies 
were  left  on  the  iield,  and  thousands 
perished  in  the  lake.  The  bodies  of 
the  sl^u  were  collected  by  the  Swiss 
in  an  Ossuary,  which,  after  standing 
300  years,  was  destroyed  in  1798  by  , 


the  soldiers  of  the  Bnt^ndian  Li^ioD 
in  the  Bevolntionary  French  army, 
anxious  to  efface  this  record  of  their 
ancestors'  disgrace  and  defeat.  The 
ringleaders  were  the  band  of  the  T5th 
half-brigade. 

BjTOD,  who  visited  the  spot  in  1816, 
says — "  A  few  bones  still  remain,  not- 
withstanding the  pains  taken  by  the 
Burgundiana  for  ages  (all  who  passed 
that  way  removing  a  bone  to  their 
own  country),  and  the  less  jnatifiable 
larcenies  of  the  Swiss  postiuona,  who 
carried  them  off  to  sell  for  knife-  I 
handles— a  purpose  for  which  Ui« 
whiteness,  imbibed  by  the  bleaching 
of  years,  had  rendered  them  in  great 
request.  Of  those  relics  I  ventured 
to  bring  away  as  much  as  may  have 
made  a  quarter  of  a  hero,  for  which 
the  sole  excuse  is,  that,  if  I  had  not, 
the  next  passer-by  might  have  per- 
verted them  to  worse  uses  than  the 
careful  preservation  which  I  intended 
for  them." — Byron. 

Since  Byron  visited  the  spot,  the 
scattered  remains  have  been  collected 
and  buried,  and  an  obelisk  has  been 
set  up  over  them  (in  1822),  by  the 
canton,  at  the  road-side,  about  ^  m. 
S.  of  Morat,  on  the  dte  of  the  boae~ 
house.  The  inscription  belonging  to 
it,  and  one  or  two  cannon,  made  of 
iron  hoops,  used  in  Che  battle,  are  still 
preserved  in  the  ToKn-house  of  Morat. 

The  best  view  of  the  battle-field 
and  lake  is  from  the  hill  of  MeacA- 
•eylir,  near  an  enormous  lime-tree, 
36  ft.  iu  circumference,  and  90  ft. 
itigh,  still  in  tail  vigour  and  luxnri- 
ant  Giliage  :  it  is  probably  at  least  600 
years  oM,  since,  according  to  tradi- 
tion, the  Swiss  held  a  council  of  war 
before  the  battle  nnder  its  shade.  Ac- 
cording to  Kbel,  the  tree  is  36  ft.  ^ 
diameter;  and  the  American,  Cooper, 
"~  consequence,  took  a  long  walk  up 

a  hill,  under  a  hot  son,  to  see  it. 
"  There  we  went;  dragging  our  weary 
limbs  after  us,  to  tUMUTer  that  for 
'  diamHre '  we  ought  to  have  read 
circonferenoe.'  I  wish  the  erratum 
had  been  iu  his  book  instead  of  mine." 

The  lake  of  Morat  is  about  5  m. 
long  and  3  broad:  it  is  separated  by 
a  DftTTow  flat  tract  of  land  ttom  the 
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lake  of  NencUtd,  but  emptiea  ii 
into  it  through  the  river  Brove. 

The  fteamer  from  Nenchittel  pro- 
ceeds, noir  tnd  th^k,  V>  MoTftt,  up  the 

About  5  m.  beyond  Morat  is 
1^  ATenches^OernL  Wiflisbur^ — 
(/nni;  Couroane;  Hotel  de  Ville),  mi 
ucient  walled  town  of  1050  Inhab., 
situated  in  the  S.W.  angle  of  the  area 
once  occupied  by  Aieidiamn,  the  Ro- 
man c&piul  of  Helvetia.  It  appears 
to  have  existed  before  the  time  of 
Ctesar:  it  attained  iha  height  of  its 
proaperitj,  and  a  population  of  60,000 
souls,  in  the  reign  of  Vespaeian  and 
Titus  I  and  it  was  destroyed,  first  by 
the  Alemtumi,  and  afterwMds  'by  At- 
tila.  The  ancient  walU  may  be  traced 
for  Dearly  4  m.,  in  some  places  14  h, 
thick  and  15  ft.  high;  thev  extended 
down  to  the  lalte,  where  they  formed 
a  small  mole  and  harbour.  The  mo- 
dem town  fills  but  one-teuth  of  the 
re  they  enclosed — the  rest  is  mea- 
-lond  or  com-Geld.  About  a  mile 
before  reaching  Aveucbes  the  road 
from  Morat  is  carried  through  a 
breach  In  these  ancient  fortificalions. 
On  the  L  is  seen  a  lower,  which, 
thoogh  ruined,  is  the  most  perfect  of 
the  Boman  ei^&^es  here.  They  owe 
tjieir  total  destruction  to  their  massy 
roaaonry  having  been  lor  ages  re- 
garded as  a  quarry  out  of  which  the 
neighbouring  Douses  and  villages  have 
been  builL  Close  to  the  modem 
town,  on  the  L  of  the  road,  a  solitary 
Corinthian  column,  37  fL  high,  is  still 
standing,  and  has,  for  a  long  dme, 
served  the  storks  as  a  pedestal  to 
build  their  -  nests  on,  whence  it  is 
called  the  Cigognier. 

Amj  and  grief-worn  upM  o(  eld  d»yi : 
Til  the  lul  IcmiuDt  nf  til*  Hiack  of  ytaim, 
'-■■'--* '-*-  "3o  wild  b«i[nd«T«J  ^u« 


'    and   may  be   duKOvered  b;  rainutu 

Tacitus  has  recorded  the  history  of 
Julina  Alpinna,  the  chief  man  of  thS 
city,  who  waa  condemned  Vo  death  for 
aiung  and  abetting  an  insurrectioo 
•gainst  the  Roman  Bmp.  Vitellius,  in 
ignorance  of  the  murder  of  his  rival 
Galba  (A.l>.  69). 

1500  years  afler  this  event  an  In- 
BcriptioB  was  reported  to  have  been 
found  here,  bearinir  these  words: — 
"  Julia  Alpinula :  Hie  Jaceo.  Infe- 
lids  patris  infelix  proles.  Dese  Aven- 
tiie  Sacerdos.  Exorare  patris  necem 
nonj>otui:  Male  mori  in  fatis  iUi  erat. 
Vixi  annos  xxiii.  (I,  Julia  Alpinula, 
"~  here — imfortunate  child  of  an  ur 


fortunate  parent,  priestess  of  Uie  God- 
dess Aventia.  I  failed  in  averting, 
Z'  my  prayers,  the  death  of  my  father : 
)  Fates  had  decreed  that  he  should 
die  ignominiously.  I  lived  to  )be  age 
of  23.)"  Byron  says—"  I  know  of  no 
human  composition  bo  aB^cting  as 
this,  nor  a  history  of  deeper  interest. 
These  are  the  names  and  actions 
which  ought  not  to  perish,  and  to 
which  we  turn  with  a  true  and  healthy 
tendemeas,  from  the  vrretched  and 
glittering  detail  of  a  confused  masa  of 
conquests  and  battles,  with  which  the 
mind  is  roused  for  a  time  to  a  false 
and  feverish  sympathy,  froit  whence 
it  recurs  at  length  with  all  tbe  lausea 
consequent  on  such  ii'      "-*■—' 


H»ve'n  J  hei  hwit,  Ecnatb  > 
KT«i\  broke  o'«T  ft  tfaihei'a 

rtd  in  ;  Trat  Ihe  jodgewMJmt, 


^ue  i;iiu<^UH;uLC,m>i,of  an  EngUsh 

nobleman  has  destroyed  the  romance 
of  tMs  story  by  proving  incontestably 
that  the  above  pathelic  epitaph,  the 
cause  of  such  poetic  sympathy,  is  an 
impadent  modem  forgery  of  the  XVilth 
century,*  and  that  no  such  person  as 
Julia  Alpinula  ever  existed. 


12S 
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Sect,  t 


The  feudal  Castle  WM  built  by  a 
Count  Wivilo,  in  the  7th  century, 
■whence  Wiflisbarg,  the  German  name 
of  ATsnchea. 

At  Domdidier,  2  m.  (torn  Avenchea, 
a  road  strikes  off  on  the  rt  to  Frey- 
burg,  described,  along  with  its  re- 
markable bridge,  in  Rle.  42. 

3|  Payeme.  Hero  we  fall  into  Bte. 
42,  from  Freybuts  to 

9j  Laubanhb  (described  in  Rle.  66). 

KOUTE  44. 


lOj  leagnes  =  31J  Eng.  m. 

Diligencm  daily  in  6  houa-S. 

The  following  road  passes  by  See- 
dorf,  a  lill^e  named  from  the  pretty 
little  lake,  to 

4i  Aarbei^  (in  Rte.  1,  p.  B).  Here 
the  roads  from  Basle,  Soleure,  Neu- 
chatel,  and  Lausanne  meet  Travel- 
lers desirous  »f  fisiting  Rousseau's 
Island,  on  the  lake  of  Bienne  (Rle. 
45),  may  proceed  from  this  bv  Wal- 
derswyl  and  Teuffelen  to  Gerolfingen, 
OD  the  margin  of  the  lake,  about  4  m. 
from  Aarberg.  The  road  to  Neuciii- 
tel  is  carried  through  Siaslen  and 

3J  Anet,  or  Ins  (/nn;  Biir),  a  vil- 
lage on  an  eminence,  ftoia  which  the 
Alpfl  are  well  seen  in  clear  weather, 
with  the  lake  of  Morat  and  Neuchalel 
near  at  band.  The  lake  of  Bienne 
lies  about  3  m.  to  the  If.  of  this  place. 
You  overlook  from  this  the  Aarberger 


;tof  It 


6   m.  wide,    which    has  _    . 

drained,  owing  to  the  great  cost  of 
embanking.  An  excellent  road  has 
been  made  trum  Anet  to  Morat,  open- 
ing a  ready  communication  lietween 
Neuchatol  and  Freyburg.  Skirting 
the  hill  of  Jolimont  we  cross  the  river 
Thiel,  or  Zihl,  through  which  the 
waters  of  the  lake  of  Neuchatel  are 
dischareed  into  that  of  Bienne.  It 
forms  Uie  boundary  line  of  cantons 
Berne  and  NeuchateL  The  CuaUe, 
close  to  the  bridge,  is  now  a  prison. 
A  Toad  runs  from  this  to  Erlach  (Cer- 
lier),  a  town  of  1000  Inbab.,  on  a  spur 

seway. 


nearly  as  far  as  Rousseau's  Island. 
The  castle  of  Erlach  was  t^e  cradle 
of  the  noble  family  of  that  name: 
among  its  members  was  Rudolph,  the 

hero  of  I^iipen. 

Near  St.  Blaize  the  road,  macadam- 
iied  and  improved,  reaches  the  margin 
of  the  lake  of  Neuchatel,  and  continues 
along  it  at  the  foot  of  the  Chaumont, 
Bsfkras 

3^  NEuimliEL  (Germ.  JJeuenbnre> 
—Itua:  Faucon ;— H.  des  Alpes,  at  the 
waterside,  best;  capital  tronti — H.  de 
Commerce,  or  Ancre. 

Keuchilel,  the  chief  town  of  the 
canton,  is  built  upon  the  steep  slope 
of  the  Jura  mountains,  and  along;  a 
narrow  shelf  of  level  ground  between 
the  hills  and  the  lake,  formed  for  the 
most  part  of  aUnvial  deposits  brought 
down  by  the  river  Seyon,  partly  gained 
by  embankments  from  the  water.  Se- 
veral new  streets  have  been  built  on  the 
land  thus  acquired.  It  has  6348  Inhab. 
Escept  as  de  threshold  of  Switzer- 
land, it  has  little  to  interest  the  pass- 
ing traveller:  it  has  bnt  little  trade, 
and  not  mudi  activity,  exce^  oa 
market-days.  Its  objects  of  cnnosity 
are  few  and  nnimportant  i  and  the 
scenery  of  the  lake,  though  agreeable, 
is  tame,  compared  with  that  of  other 
Swiss  lakes.  On  the  other  hand,  to 
one  newly  arrived  in  the  country,  the 
first,  and,  under  all  circomstaocea, 
glorious  view  of  the  Alps  from  the 
heights  of  the  Jura  alaove  the  town, 
must  appear  magnificenti  and  should 
the  sky  be  clear,  and  the  traveUer's 
temper  even,  the  objects  around  will 
assume  a  different  aspect,  and  Nen- 
chitel,  with  its  picturesque  old  castle, 
its  numerous  white  country-houses, 
its  vine-clad  hills,  and  its  blue  ex- 
panse of  lake,  will  be  pronoimced 
beauttfbl. 

The  Old  dalle  on  the  h^ht, 
partly  converted  into  government 
offices,  was  originally  the  residence 
of  the  French  princes  of  Neuchatel  of 
the  house  of  Chalons  (Longueville), 
who  were,  at  least  nominally,  the  eo- 
vereigna  of  this  little  slate :  literally 
a  principality,  with  republican  insti- 
tutions, yet  retaining  many  feudal 
tenures.    The  sulaecto,  indeed,  of  the 


.  Switserkaid.  route  44. — tTEtrcHlTKL.     flEEKE  i  dot. 


Frioce  of  Nenchatel  muntAined  jea- 
louslj  Iheir  privileges  and  libertieB, 
aUowiiig  him  but  very  limited 
thority  over  them.  When  tic  £ 
of  Chalons  becBDie  extinct  in  ! 
the  King  of  PruBsis  was  chosei 
the  nearest  descendant  hy  the  fe 
line,  to  be  aorereign  or  stadlholder. 
The  role  of  the  house  of  Branden- 
burg- was  interrupted  by  Napoleon, 
who  made  Marshal  Berthier  Prince 
of  Neuehilel,  but  resumed  since  1815, 
and  continued  until  the  change  intro' 
-le  revolt  of  1848.  The 
e  right  of  appointing  a 
governor,  and  the  conocQ  of  8  citi- 
lens  and  natives.  The  Legislative 
Aesembl;  consisted  of  92  members  (k 
whom  the  king  named  lU.  Thongh 
long  an  ally  of  the  Swiss  cantons, 
Neuchatel  was  not  formally  incorpo- 
rated as  a  member  of  the  Confederation 
untU  1814. 

The  Charch,  a^oinine  the  caatle. 
is  a  Gothic  building  of  the 
tuiT:  but  tJie  £.  end,  in  the  roond 
style,  is  oldec.  Within  it  are  curious 
moumnents  of  several  Coants  and 
Countesses  of  Freyburg  in  Breiagau, 
decorated  with  their  effigies.  Farel, 
the  reformer,  was  buried  on  the  ter- 
race in  front  of  the  building,  but  the 
situation  of  his  grave  is  unknown. 
There  is  a  pleasing  view  from   this 

The  S6tal  de  Villc,  in  the  lower 
town,  is  a  large  modem  edifice,  faced 
with  a  Grecian  pondco.  In  it  the 
meetings  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the 
canton  are  held. 

The  Oi/Tiauisiara,  a  handsome  new 
building  near  the  lake,  erected  by  the 
■ a  kind  of  puljic  school,  con- 
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the  study  than  any  o: 
had  done. 

The  charitable  institutions  of  this 
town,  fur  which  it  is  indebted  to  its 
own  citizens,  are  on  a  very  splendid 
scale.  In  1786  one  David  Pury  left 
his  whole  fortune  of  4,UOO,0(IO  of 
liyres  (IBS.OOO;.)  to  endow  an  hos- 
pital and  poorhouse,  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  with  the  imprcve- 
menc  of  his  native  town.  He  had 
quitted  it  a  poor  lad,  without  money 
or  friends,  faaid  gradually,  by  industry 
and  talent  for  business,  increased  his 
becoming,  in  turn,  jeweller, 
'  ~'~^i,  banker,  and,  finally. 


Lisbon,    where   be 


ealing 


Nainfol  Sistory^  includint 
lections  in  zoology,  concho 
geology.  The  specimens 
and  fossils  illustrating  the 
of  the  Jura  mountains  are  very  com- 
plete and  instructive.  This  institu- 
tion owes  much  to  the  aeaj  and  talents 
of  Professor  Agassiz,  a  native  of  Neu- 
chalel,  whose  inlerestiog  discoveries 
in  the  history  of  fossil  fishes  have 
thrown  more  light  on  that  branch  of 


miillonnaire. 

The  Eospitat  Pourtales  ia  a  similar 

anument    of   the    benevolence    and 

public    spirit  of  a   townsman.     It   is 

>en   to  people   of  all  religions   and 

Those  who  would  enjoy  one  of  the 
finest  distant  views  of  the  Alps,  with 
the  lakes  of  Neucbatel,  Morat,  and 
Bienne  in  the  fon^round,  and  the  lone 
rai^  of  the  Jura  on  the  N.,  should 
ascend  to  the  mmimit  of  the  Chmtmoat, 
the  hill  immediately  above  Neuch&icL 
It  is  but  an  hour's  walk,  and  a  good 
carriage  road  leads  thither  is  1^  hour. 
It  ia  5580  feet  above  the  aea-leveL 
The  view  comprehends  the  whole 
array  of  Alps,  &om  the  Titlis  to 
Hont  Blanc,  and  ia  said  to  be  liner 
eveu  Chan  that  from  the  Weissenslein. 
It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  the  atmosphere  is  seldom  perfectly 
clear;  so  that  this  magnificent  view  is, 
perhaps,  seen  to  penection  not  more 
than  between  10  and  20  tjmes  in  a 

On  the  slope  of  the  hill,  about  2 
.  above  the  town,  Ues  the  largest 
boulder-stone  known  on  the  Jura;  it 
called  I'ierre  a  But  f  tosd-stone),  and 
situated  in  a  wood,  near  a  farm- 
house; it  is  62  feet  long  by  48  broad, 
and   is  oalcuhited    to  contain   14,000 
cubic  feet.    It  is  of  granite,  similar  lo 
that  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  from 
'hioh  part  of  the  Alps  it  probablv 
ame,    as  there   is  no  similar   rack 
nearer  at  hand)  yet  it  exhibits  no 
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a^ptoms  of  attrition,  ftU  its  angles 
being  perfeclly  sharp.  No  sutlsfac- 
torj  explanftlJon  has  yet  been  ffiven 
of  the  extraontmarv  muldtade  of 
similar  detached  rocks,  which  atrew 
the  entire  N.  slope  of  tlie  Jura,  and 
which,  from  the  nalnre  of  the  stone, 
must  hare  all  heea  derived  from  the 
high  Alps.  Their  presence  in  thia 
spot  is  attributed  by  Prof.  AgassiK  to 

ing  icebergs,  at  a  former  period  of  tJie 
■  world's  existence. 

The  Gorge  of  the  Seyon  (the  atream 
pagaing  throurfi  the  town),  immedi- 
ately behind  Neucbitel,  is  a  sin^lar 
scene,  and  those  who  find  little  to 
amuse  them  in  the  Mnn  will  not  re- 
pent a  walli  to  explore  it,  though  its 
recesses  are  only  to  be  reached  by 
sorambling  and  elimbing-.  It  is  a 
deep  narrow  fissure,  cxeaving  the 
centre  of  (he  chain  of  the  Jura,  and 
allowing  the  riTcr  Seyon  to  escape 
from  the  Val  da  Ruz  into  the  lake  of 
IfeucfaateL  The  section  it  presents 
of  the  strata  of  the  Jura  limestone 
will  prove  particularly  instructise  to 
the  geologist.  In  one  spot  they  may 
be  observed  curved  and  fractnred, 
probably  by  die  upheaving  force  from 
below,  which  first  broke  this  crevice 
in  the  mountain.  Outside  the  town, 
near  a  siugnlarly-placed  water-miU, 
the  rent,  or  goi^,  makes  a  sudden 
bend  at  right  an^ea  to  its  former  di- 
TectioQ,  and  the  rocka  nearly  close 
over  the  stream,  which  there  sweeps 
round  the  emineoM  on  which  the 
castle  stands,  and  flows  into  the  lake 
after  pasaine  through  the  centre  of 
the  town,  Though  in  winter  a  fu- 
rious torrent  aweeping  everything  be- 
fore it,  it  is  reduced  in  summer  to  a 
noisome  driblet  of  water,  exhaling 
unwholesome  eflUnvia.  A  tunnel  has, 
in  consequence,  been  made  through 
the  rook  at  the  bend  before  alluded  to, 
f^the  purpose  of  carrying  ita  watera 
entirely  clear  of  the  town  into  the 
lake,  at  a  considerable  diatanee  S.  of 
iti  (brmer  outlet  Tfris  pubBc  work 
was  executed  out  of  the  Pnry  fiind 
without  levying  any  imposts  on  the 
townalblk. 


A  new  road  to  Vallengin  has  been 
traced  up  this  goi^e,  following  nearly 
the  line  of  the  conduit  which  sup- 
plies Neuchilel  with  water.  It  vnU 
require  to  be  cut  through  the  hjn^ 
stone  rock  for  nearly  2  miles,  but  will 
avoid  altogether  the  panful  ascent 
and  descent  which  the  existing  road 

The  principal  prodnce  of  the  can- 
ton is  wme  ;  the  best  sorts  resemble 
Burgundy,  but  are  much  inferior. 
The  red  wines  of  Cortaillod  and  Der- 
rigre  Moulins,  and  the  white  grown 
between  Auverqnier  and  St.  BUise, 
are  most  in  repute  ;  they  are  i^ree- 
able  as  Bparkhng  wines.  The  chief 
manufacture  ia  that  of  watches  and 
clocks,  of  which  130,000  are  exported 
annually  :  the  centrical  seat  of  it  may 
be  said  to  be  the  valley  of  Chanx  Ae 


"  Most  of  the  watches  sold  at  Gteneva 
are  made  in  the  canton  of  Neuch&tel ; 
the  dealers  at  Geneva  oontracting  (br 
all  the  good  ones,  and  leaving  the  liad. 
But  the  manufacturera  of  Neuchatel 
are  now  beginning  to  cultivate  for 
themselves  this  tn^ch  of  indnstry, 
which  is  gradually  leaving  Oeoera." 
—  W.  C.  T. 

The  Steamer  navigating  the  lake 
set*  out  firom  Nenohatel  at  8  A.if., 
reaches  Tverdtra  at  10  j  sets  out  to 
return  at  lOJ,  reaches  NeucUUel  at 
1 2^  An  omnibus  starts  from  Tver- 
dnn,  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer,  for 
Lauganne  in  4  hours.  By  means  of 
this  conveyance  s  traveller,  leaving 
Neuchatel  in  the  morning,  may  reach 
Lausanne  in  time  for  the  Geneva 
steamer,  so  as  to  arrive  at  that  place 
by  84  p.m. 

jaiigmcet 
to  Pontarlif  . 
Brenets  and  Besan^on,  to  Berne  and 
Bile,  to  Geneva  in  13  hours,  and  Lan- 

Omnibus  to  Bienne   several  times 


C(H1'{lc 
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D   LmSANRE, 
BT  THE  LAKES  Of  BUlljNE  AND  NEC- 

ckItel. 

18^  BCandeD^SOf  Ei^iih  miles. 
KeDne  is  descrilrad  in  Boute  1. 
This    excellent    level    road    was 
finished  in  1837,  along  die  W.  shore 
of  the  lake  of  Bienne,  partlj  b;  ont- 
^  „h  the  rook, 

sr  plieg  everj  aftenuxMi,  start- 
F.H.,  from  Kenne  to  Nen- 


c!tlt 


.tcl 

The  Laie  of  Bieme  (Qennan  Bialer 
Bee)  is  about  10  m.  loD^,  and  dbuIj- 
3  broad.  It  is  8  feet  lower  than  the 
lake  of  Nanohalel,  whose  w»tera  it 
receives  at  ita  8.  extremity  by  the 
Thiel,  discharging  tb^n  again  at  the 
N.E.  oorner,  Uiroogh  a  oontinnation 
of  the  same  river.  Its  banka  are 
neither  bold  nor  striking,  bnt  it  pos- 
sesses much  qniet  beautv  of  scenerr, 
althongfa  it  owes  its  celebrity  chiefly 
to  Ronssean's  residence  on  it,  and  to 
his  somewhat  extravagant  praises. 
The  Isle  St.  Pierre,  an  which  he  took 
refiiga  for  2  months,  in  1785,  alter  his 
proscription  Ht  Paris,  and  his  pre- 
tended stoning  at  Metiers  (Boute  49), 
is  situated  abont  6  m.  from  Bienne. 
Boats  may  be  hired  nt  almost  all  the 
villages  on  the  lake  to  row  to  it. 
There  is  now  a  rttctmer  on  this  lake, 
and  on  that  of  NeochlteL 

Carriages  may  be  sent  on  from 
Bienne  to  Glerisse,  a  village  opposite 
the  island,  to  wail. 

The  island,  a  pretty  oMect,  is  a 
ridge  of  sandstone,  risiiw  13  ft.  above 
the  lake,  and  proIoDged  soutliwards, 
under  water,  to  the  hill  catted  JoU- 
mont.  It  is  crowned  by  a  l>eautifal 
grove  of  magnifioent  old  oaks,  the 
shade  of  which  in  snmmer  is  most 
refresliing.  The  following  deserip- 
tion  is  given  of  it  by  Bouuean  is  his 
BSveries; — 

"  De  tontes  les  habitations  ott  j'si 
demeurS  (et  j'en  si  en  de  oharmantes), 
sncune  ne  ma  rendu  «  vMtabtement 
beureox,  et  ne  m'a  laissi  de  si  ten- 
dres  regrets  que  fite  de  St  Rerre,  an 
milieu  da  lac  de  Bienne.  Cetle 
petite  Ue,  qu'on  appetle  &  Nen&hltel 


file  de  la  moUe,  est  hien  peu  cramne, 
mSme  en  Suisse.  Cependwit  elle  eat 
IrJs-wreable  et  sii^iUi^ment  situie 
our  le  bonl 
i  se 

ne  puis  croire  £tre  le  seul  qui  ut  m 
gofit  ai  natarel,  quoique  je  ne  I'aie 
tronve  jnsqn'iei  chei  nul  autre. 

UT        ^-  4a  lac  de  Manpf.  K^t 


laes  que 

oellesdu  lac  de  Qen^ve  parce  qne  MS 
roohers  et  ks  bois  y  boident  t'eaa  de 
plus  prii ;  m 

riantes:  il  ] 
champs  et  di 

dure  iiatiireile,jpius  de  pnu'riea,  d'as 


ktnrelle,  pins  de  pnuriea,  d'asilea 
mlirag^s  de  bocagvs,  des  contrastes 


plus  freqaenti  et  dea  acoideiu  plus 
n^mrochea.  Cranme'il  n'y  a  pss  but 
oeslieurenx  bards  de  grandes  routes 
commodes  pour  les  voitures,  le  pays 
est  pea  fr£quent£  psr  les  voyagenrs'i 
mais  il  est  mt^ressant  poar  des  con- 
templatifs  sohtairea,  qui  aiment  1 
s'emvrer  dea  charmes  de  la  nature  et 
i  se  recoeillir  dans  on  silence  que 
ne  trouble  aucuu  bruit  que  )e  cri  de* 
aigles,  le  rsmsge  cntreconpe  de 
qnelqaes  oiseaux,  et  le  roulement  des 
torrents  qui  tomt>ent  de  Is  montagne. 
Ce  beau  bassin,  d'one  forme  presqne 
ronde,  renferme  dans  son  milieu  denx 
petites  itas,  fane  liabit^e  et  cn)tiv£e, 
d'environ  demi-lieue  de  tour;  t'autre, 
pins  petite,  deserte  et  en  ^iche,  et 
qui  sera  d^tmite  i  la  fin  par  les  trans- 
ports  de  la  terre  qu'on  en  btv  sans 
cesse  poor  rSparer  les  deg&ts  que  les 
vagues  et  les  oragea  font  a  la  grande. 
C'est  ainsi  qne  la  substance  da  fitible 
eat  touJoQis  employle  aa  profit  da 


u  j'y  a  dans  Itte  qn'une  seule  mu- 
son,  mais  grande,  agreabte  et  commode, 
qni  appartient  i  iHiopiisl  de  Berne, 
ainsi  qne  VSe,  et  oik  loge  le  recevenr 
avec  sa  fthmille  et  see  domestiques.  H 
y  entretientanenombrense  baase-conr, 
une  voliire  et  des  reservoirs  poar  les 

W.  ■how  of  the  l»liB,  within  •  iini.kM.^iol  o( 
tho  iaUdd,  luTft  prodn«d  «  giett  oUutgo  oa 
thtotmd  linos  Bsbmu  wnU. 
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poisaona.  L'ile  dans  sa  petitesse  est 
tellement  varife  dans  tea  temjoa  et 
dans  Beg  HSpecM,  qu'elle  offre  touted' 
aorKs  de  Bites,  et  souHre  tontes  sortes 
de  culture:  on  j  troure  dea  champs, 
des  lignea,  des  boia,  Aea  vergers,  de 
grog  pBtursges  ombrages  de  MsqueCs 
et  bordfsd'arbrisseaiixdetout«esp£ce, 
doQt  la  bord  des  eaux  entretient  la 
fraicheuT;  une  haute  teirssae  plants 
de  deux  rangs  d'wbres  enlace  I'lle 
dans  toule  sa  longueur,  et  daos  le 
milieu  de  cetle  teirasse  on  a  biti  un 
joli  salon,  ou  les  habitants  des  iiTeg 
voisines  se  rassemblent  et  yiennent 
danser  les  Uimanches  durant  les  ven- 
danges.  Une  de  mes  naviKBtions  les 
plus  frequentes  £tait  d'sller  de  la 
graode  ^  la  petite  ile,  d'y  d^barquer 
et  d'y  passer  Vapr^s-^ee,  (antSt  i 
des  promenades  trls^rconscrites  au 
milieu  des  marceaui,  des  bourdaineB, 
des  persicaires,  et  des  arbriaaeaux  de 


e;etU 

eommet  d'un  tertre  sablonneux,  coarert 
de  gazun,  de  serpolet,  de  fleorg,  mfme 
d'esparcettcs  et  de  trSilea  qu'on  arait 
vrai-semblablement  gemes  autrefois. 
"  Quand  le  lac  agite  ne  me  permet- 


apres-midi  a  parcounr  I 
tantot  dans  les  reduita  les  plus 


les  tertres  pour  parcourir  des  yeux  le 
superbe  et  ravissant  coup  d'<£il  du  lac 
et  de  ses  rivages,  comvan£  d'un  cote 
par  des  raonlagnes  procbainea,  et  de 
I'autre  £largi  en  ncbes  et  fertilea 
plaines  dans  lesqueUes  la  Tne  g'Sten- 
dait  jugqu'aox  montagnea  blenlLtres 
plus  eloignees  qui  la  bomaient.  En 
Bortant  (Pane  lougue  et  douoe  r^Terie, 
me  Toyant  enEoure  de  verdnni,  de 
Seura,  d'oiaeaux,  et  laissant  errer  meg 
veux  an  loin  but  leg  romanesqueB 
li  bordaient  une  raste  eten~ 
eau  claire  etcristalUne,  j'as- 
similais  i  mes  fictions  tons  cei  aima- 
bles.objets;  et  me  tronvanl  enfin 
Tameaf  par  d^res  ^  moi-m^me,  et  k 

msrquer  le  point  de  separation  des 
fictions  aux  realit^s,  tant  tout  con- 
courait  ^galeraent  i  me  rendre  ch&re 
la   vie  Tecueillie  et  soiitMre  que  je 


■ivages  q 


LB  dans  ce  bean  s^jou 


it-elle  t 


rel     Que 


aller  finir  mes  joors  dans  cette 

Bucun  habitant  da 
rappelit  le  sourenir 
des  calamites  de  (oute  egpdce  qu'ile  se 
plusent  k  ragaembler  but  moi  depuis 
tant  d'anneeg  I " 

He  has  fbrther  recorded  tlie  mode 
of  passing  big  time  on  the  island,  in 
boUmiung,  in  mngic,  in  climbing  the 
trees  wi^  a  bag  tied  roDnd  him  to 
gather  the  fruit,  in  carrying  over  a 
colony  of  rabbits  to  gtock  the  neigh- 
bouring islet,  and  in  allowing  bun- 
self  to  drift  for  hours  acrosg  tbe  lakei* 
stretched  on  his  back  in  a  little  boat. 
The  farm-house  in  which  be  dwelt 
now  serves  as  an  inn,  but  Bongseau's 
room  is  preserved  nearly  in  the  state 
in  which  he  left  it,  except  that  ita 
walls,  doors,  diutters,  uid  windows 
are  scribbled  over  witli  names  of 
visitor*  of  all  nations.  For  B<»ne 
time  after  his  arrival  he  remained 
almost  nnlinown  ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
pregence  of  the  author  of  the  "  Con- 
trat  Social "  on  the  island  beciame 
noised  abroad,  it  wag  inundated  with 
shoala  of  curious  visitors.  To  escape 
their  importunities  he  used  to  climb 
up  by  a  stove,  through  a  trap-iloor 
(still  shown)  into  the  garret,  and  fre- 

rintly,  when  informed  by  his  boat 
t  a,  party  had  come  expressly  to 
see  him,  revised  to  appear — "  Je  De 
auis  pas  ici  dans  one  menagerie," 

After  having,  by  hig  own  acconnt, 
made  up  his  nund  to  end  hig  days  m 
his  beloved  igland,  be  was  at  lengtli 
expelled  the  canton  of  Berne,  by  a 
decree  of  the  Grand  Council,  after  in 
vain  bef^ing  them,  in  preference,  to 
commute  his  sentence  into  perpetual 
imprispnmont,  and  to  Lock  him  up  f<^ 
life  in  gome  old  castle. 

"  We  rambled  over  this  lovely 
island  for  a  couple  of  hours.  We 
left  it  with  the  greatest  regret,  and 
if  ever  we  are  in  this  country  again 
we  certainly  shall  spend  a  day  here. 
The  whole  view  is  one  of  quiet  love- 
lineas,  vrhich  gives  one  a,  feeling  of 
repose  after  the  grandeur  of  A^iine 
seenery." — iA  F, 
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3^  NeoTeviUe  (Genu.  NeueiuMdt), 
&  litde  town  of  1200  Inhab^  oo  the 
edge  of  the  Uke,  »t  the  foot  of  the 
Chasseml,  whose  Boiomit  uUij  be 
reKched  hence  in  3)  hrs.,  tsd  a.  little 
to  the  S.W.  of  the  two  iHUndB. 

Od  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake, 
near  its  S.  eitreioit;,  standB  Erlacb 
(CerLer),  at  the  foot  of  the  JolimoDt. 
a  hill  of  Bandstone,  which  Beads  out 
the  spur  prolonged  into  the  Isle  St. 
Pierre,  producing  shallows  covered 
with  reeds  BtretcbiDg  into  the  lake. 

The  borders  of  Uie  lake  of  Nen- 
chiC«l  are  reached  at  SL  Blaise,  and 
BH  improved  road,  skirting  the  edge 
of  the  vineyards,  conducts  thence  to 

3  NeduHaTel  (K.  44,  p.  128). 

A  steam-boat  (see  p.  130)  and  dili- 
gences run  daily  between  Neuch&tel 
and  Yverdun. 

Post-horseB  are  provided  on  the  road 
to  YTerdun, 

3|  St.  Aubin. 

^  Yverdun. 

A  little  more  than  a  mile  from  the 
gates  of  Keuchatel  the  road  crosses 
the  glen  of  Serh^res  by  a  haadsome 
stone  bridge,  built  by  Marshal  Ber- 
thier.  The  bottom  <^  it  is  occnpied 
by  a,  little  hamlet,  composed  of  a 
group  of  water-mills,  turned  by  a 
remarkable  stream,  rising  in  the  head 
of  the  dell  and  falling  into  the  lake, 
after  a  course  of  not  more  than  i  a 
mile.  Thou^  it  remains,  as  it  were, 
but  a  few  minutes  above  ground,  it 
rises  in  snfBcient  force  and  volume  to 
turn  a  wheel  within  200  yards  of  its 
source,  and  subsequeDtly  sets  in  mo- 
tion several  others,  both  above  and 
below  the  bridge.  It  is  fed  ^om 
secret  reservoirs  within  the  mountain, 
nod  is  probably  to  be  identified  with 
some  of  those  singular  streams  which 
bury  themselves  in  various  places 
among  the  cavernous  range  of  the 

About  3  m.  fitrther  is  Colnmbier, 
once  the  seat  of  the  Scotch  Marshal 
Keith,  the  friend  and  general  of 
Frederick  the  Great ;  he  was  gover- 
nor of  NeuchateL  CorUillod,  by  the 
water-side,  produces  one  of  the  best 
wines  in  the  canton.  The  village 
Bondry,  on  the  Sense,  was  the  l»rt£- 


place  (1TS4)  of  the  demagogue  and 

monster  of  the  ^French  SevolntiDn, 
MaraL 

31  St.  Anbin— (/m  .-  Couronne  ■,)— 
a  vuliwe  half-way  to  Yverdun,  Near 
it  are  the  castles  of  Gorgier  and  Van* 
marcus.  An  excursion  may  be  made 
from  this  over  the  hills  to  the  Crenx 
de  Vent  (Kle.  49),  4  m. 

It  was  with  tne  view  of  relieving 
the  unimportant  fort  of  Vaumarcns, 
iu  which  some  of  his  councillors  and 
Mends  were  besieged  by  the  Swiss, 
that  Charles  the  Bold  of  Burgundy 
abandoned  his  strongly  fortiGea  camp 
tiehind  GrandaoD,  and  marched  his 
forces  down  upon  the  narrow  strip  be- 
tween the  lake  and  the  mountains, 
where  there  was  not  space  lo  deploy 
a  third  part  of  them,  and  where  his 
cavalry  and  artillery  were  useless. 
The  advanced  niard  of  (he  Swiss, 
who  came  from  Neuchatel,  was  posted 
near  Concise  (a  villwe  in  canton 
Yaud,  with  a  clean  Inn,  H.  de  France), 
and  their  batteries  on  the  heights 
did  great  execution  upon  the  Bur- 
gunmans.  Here,  falling  on  their  knees 
m  grayer,  as  was  the  custom  of  the 
Swiss  at  the  opening  of  a  battle,  they 
received  on  their  lances  the  charge  of 
the  Buigundian  horse,  who  mistook 
their  attitude  for  one  of  submission. 
From  the  bills  above,  later  in  the  day, 
echoed  the  war-homs  of  Uri  and 
Unterwalden,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements  from  Chose  cantons, 
and  spreading  dismay  in  the  hearts  of 
Charles  and  his  forces.  The  scene  of 
the  battle  lies  between  Concise — (/nn  i 
L'Ecu  de  France,  comfort^le)— and 
Coreilles,  near  wluch  3  rough  obelisks 
of  granite  S  or  10  ft.  high  were  set  up 
by  the  Swiss  to  mark  their  victory. 

2^  flrawisort— (/»BS  .■  Lion  d'Or  | 
Croix  Konge,  not  good  ;) — a  town  of 
890  Inhafa^  with  a  venerable  Cattle, 
now  converted  into  a  snuff-manufitc- 
tory,  on  an  eminence  above  the  lake. 
It  IS  historically  remarkable  because 
before  the  battle  of  Grandson  it  re- 
sisted for  10  days  the  assaults  and 
artillery  of  the  Burgundisn  artny. 
When  at  length  the  garrison,  reduced 
by  famine  and  invited  by  the  oSbr  of 
free  paidon,  by  a  spy  or  deserter  who 
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bad  enured  the  castle  b^  etsslth,  anr- 
rendered  it,  Charlea,  with  a  fecocitj 
peculiar  to  hie  charttcter,  caused  them 
to  be  stripped  and  hung  by  hundreds 
on  the  surrounding  trees,  and  u  many 
more  to  be  drowned  in  the  lake.  But 
two  daya  after,  on  tlie  3rd  of  March, 
1476,  be  expiated  this  atrocions  crime, 
and  experienced  the  rengcanoe  of  the 
Swiss  UQ  the  memorable  defeat  of  his 
host,  50,000  strong,  by  the  army  of 
the  confederates,  amonndng  to  not 
much  more  tban  J  of  that  number  ; 
and  was  bimself  compelled  to  fly  for 
his  life  across  the  mountains,  with 
only  5  Ibllowers.  The  spoil  of  bis 
camp,  which  fell  into  tbe  hands  of  the 
victors,  included  120  pieces  of  cannon, 
SOO  standards,  all  his  jewels  and  re- 
galia, costly  hai^^inea,  and  militalr 
chest ;  on  that  day  giud  and  diamoniu 
were  dealt  out  to  the  Swiss  by  huid- 
fuls. 

The  Church  of  Qrandsoa  is  very 
Mlcient ;  Farel  presided  the  reformed 
doctrines  li™n  its  pnlpit.  There  is 
a  path  over  the  hills  from  Orandson 
to  Motiers  Travers. 

I  Tverian  (German  Ifferlen)  — 
(Auu ;  H.  de  Londres  ;  Maiaon  Bouge) 
—a  town  of  3461  Inhab.,  at  the  S 
exb^mity  of  the  lake  Nenchitel,  at 
tbe  spot  where  tbe  Orbe  (thenceforth 
caUed  Thiele)  fells  into  it.  It  is 
built  upon  the  site  of  the  Soman 
Ebrodioiiim,  whose  name,  with  a  little 
change,  it  still  inherits. 

The  CaniU,  built  in  the  I2tb  cen- 
tury by  Conrad  of  ^ibringen^  became 
tbe  school-honse  and  residence  of 
PestaloEzi,  &om  1805  to  1825.  Al- 
though the  founder  of  a  system  of 
education,  and  of  many  schools  both 
in  Europe  and  America,  he  was  a  very 
bad  practical  schoalmaster  himself; 
and  this  establishment,  the  head- 
quarters as  it  were  of  his  system, 
turned  out  a  signal  fiulure. 

A  very  delightful  eicuruon  may 
be  mode  trom  this  np  the  Val  Orbe  to 
the  Lac  de  Joux  (BCe.  50).  The  road 
hence  to  Qenera  passes  through  Val 

Diligences  go  to  Lausanne,  and  a 
steam-boat  to  Nenchfttel  &om  Yver- 
dun  daily.    (See  p.  130.) 


About  a  mile  S.  of  tbe  town,  at  the 
extremity  of  an  avenue  of  poplars,  a 
mineral  bath  is  passed ;  the  water  ia 
warm  and  sulphureous.  Ariohoouatry- 


3^  Bchallens,  a  village  on  the  r 
Talent,  vrilji  714  Inhab. 
3  Laubasni:  (in  Bte.  56). 


ej  leagues  m^  19j  Bng.  m. 

Siligmcet  daily  m  5  hrs. 

The  high  road  to  Vallengin  is  at 
present  carried  over  the  steep  hill  at 
the  back  of  Meuchatclj  a  new  line  is 
proposed,  which  will  conduct  it  di- 
rectly through  the  profbnnd  chasm  of 
tbe  SOTon  (see  p.  130). 

IfVaUengin — (/nn:  Conronne) — is 


a  prison)  is  in  part  as  old  as  the  12tfa 
century :  its  base  is  washed  by  the 
Seven.  The  Church,  a  perfectW-  re- 
gular Gothic  stmcture,  was  built  by 
a  Count  of  Yallengin,  on  his  return 
&om  the  crusades,  in  consequence  of 
a  vow  made  to  the  Virgin  in  a  storm 
at  lea  that  he  wonid  build  a  church 

Tin  the  water;  aocordingly  (he  stream 
[he  valley  is  conducted  under  the 

A  steep  and  Ion?  ascent  np  the 
Tete  de  Bang  leads  by 

2j  Hautes  Geuweyes,  Les  Loges, 
whence  is  a  fine  view  over  the  Vosgea, 
Jura,  and  Alps,  to 

2}  La  Chauz  de  Ponds -~  (Zona  ,• 
Flenr  de  Lys,  Balances,  Lion  d'Or)— 
a  scattered  village  of  90DO  Inbab.,  in 
a  bleak,  upland,  and  desolate  valley, 
bare  of  wood,  and  &om  its  great  ele- 
vation of  3070  ft  above  the  sea,  ca- 
pable of  producing  only  a  scanty  crop 
of  oats.  Tbe  village  covers  an  area 
not  less  than  that  of  the  city  of  Ox- 
ford, each  cottage  being  an  isolated 
cube,  surroundea  by  a  croft  or  inrden 
half  an  acre  or  an  U«  in  extent.  Its 
inhabitants  are  reputed  to  he  very 
rich.  After  Locle,  it  is  the  chief  seat 
of  the  manufacture  of  clocks  and 
watobes.    This  is  not  earned  on  in 
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large  factories,  but  in  the  sepande 
dwellings  of  the  workmen.  Eh^  man 
nmali^  makes  only  one  partionlu' 
pieoe  of  machiner;,  leannK  eren  the 
finiahing  of  it  to  oUien.  '^e  nnmbeT 
of  perBons  here  and  at  Ijode,  and  in 
the  neighbouring  district,  engaged  in 
difierent  branches  of  watchnuikuig  i> 
about  12,000 ;  the  "iiges  varj  from 
4  fr.  to  10  fr.  a  day.  'Hie  number  of 
gold  and  silTer  watebea  made  in  1836 
WU10B,295;  in  17T4  the  total  number 
of  watcheB  made  waa  300.  There  are 
two  mbterrantaa  milli  here,  turned  by 
the  stream  of  the  valle;  prenons  to 
its  nnking  onderground;  the  rocks 
hate  been  i>lasted  to  afford  apace  for 
the  millsi  but  those  at  Locle  are  ertat 
more  curious.  BUigaicet  3  times  a 
weektoBesan^on  by!K«ii«taandMoB- 
teanx.    Courier  daily  in  11  bra. 

Instead  of  following  the  high  road 
to  Locle,  the  pedestrian  may  take  a 
footpath  (a  walk  of  6  hrs.)  aorosa  the 
hillH  to  Uie  3aut  da  Boabs,  or  water- 
bile  of  the  Doubs — the  river  which 
separatea  Switzerland  Iram  France. 
It  nere  traTerses  one  of  those  singular 
gaps  or  rents  in  the  rock,  between 
30O  fL  and  400  ft.  deep,  which  are 
ciHnmon  in  the  Jura.  Numerona  mills 
are  turned  by  the  force  of  the  atream. 
Some  large  migmenta  of  rock,  which 
have  fkllen  into  the  bed  of  the 


s  wild,  and  has  been  compared 

to  a  Welsh  landscape,  hat  ita  beauty 
ia»  been  ^^f^wrated.  Breneta  u 
about  3  m.  from  Xode, 

There  is  a  carriage-road  direct  from 
Chaux  de  Fonda  to 

1}  Locle — (/nn:  Trois  Boia) — an- 
other scattered  village,  occupied  by  an 
industrious  population  of  6831  souls ; 
the  meu  chiefly  watchmakers,  the 
women  lacem^era;  rebuilt  since  a 
fire  which  consumed  it  in  1833. 

The  little  stream  of  the  Bied,  which 
trareraes  the  Talley,  loses  its^,  at  a 
■hort  diatance  from  Locle,  in  a  chasm 
in  the  rock.  Thia  outlet,  howerer, 
proTcd  inaufflcient  to  drain  the  TSllay ; 
and  the  diatrict  aroand  the  town  was, 
in  consequence,  inundated  at  the 
iMBon  of  the  melting  of  the  snow* — 


and  not  much  better  than  a  moraa*  at 
any  time.  To  remedy  thia  erU,  a 
tntmel,  950  ft.  Ime,  waa  pierced 
through  the  screen  of  solid  limeatone- 
rock  which  encompasses  the  Talley  im 
lS03-e,  and  thia  now  effeotnallycairiet 
off  into  the  Doubs  the  preriously  stag- 
nant waters.  At  Cnl  das  Roches,  a 
short  dislanoe  from  this  artificial 
drain  or  emissary,  aitd  about  a  mile 
tmat  Lode,  the  riTCT  disappMts  in  a 
natural  opening,  sinking  into  the  heart 
of  the  mouDtain,  dilougli  a  rertioal 
abyss,  more  than  100  ft.  deep.  Thia 
water-power,  or  privilege,  as  an  Ame- 
rican would  call  it,  ia  not  lost;  bnt,  in 
order  to  render  it  atailable,  3  or  4 
mills  have  been  constructed,  one  below 
the  other,  in  the  atTeinous  cleft — each 
reoeiTing,  in  turn,  the  stream,  which 
puts  its  wheels  in  motion,  "you  go 
down  flighti  of  broken  and  alipperj 
stairs,  cut  in  the  rook,  to  these  inills, 
placed  one  under  another,  in  jery 
frightful  situations  undoubtedly,  but 
rendered  more  ao  to  the  imagination 
of  the  beholder  &om  the  circum* 
Btancea  of  darknesa  and  ignorance  of 
the  meana  by  which  the  works  are 
■eoored,  by  the  noise,  the  unfathom- 
able depth  betow,  &C." — Simonil. 

La  Soehe  Ftndve  ia  an  aperture  bored 
in  the  rook,  dividiag  Switierland  from 
France,  admitting  a  singnlu'  riew  over 
the  Val  de  Doulis. 

There  is  another  road  from  Loole 
to  NeuchltH  by  Chaux  de  Milieu, 
Les  Fonts,  the  heights  of  1*  Toome, 
and  C(M«dlea. 

ROUTE  49. 

PONTARLIEK  (iM  FEANOe)  TO  HED- 


10}leagiieB=3ilEu|.  m. 
A  diligence  daily.   The  road  i 


ilied  with  post-hori 
/■or  Fk'mne)  at 

Pontarlier~</tHU ;  La  Foste,  good 
—  Lion  d'Or)  — the  last  town  in 
France. 

The  road  first  ascends  by  the  sida 
of  the  river  Douba,  and  through  the 
pass  of  La  Cluse,  which  may  be  called 
a  mountain  gateway  between  Fnmoe 
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ukl  Swiuerland,  to  St.  Pierre  de  Jons. 
The  defile  is  commanded  by  the  CM- 
teaa  de  Jovx,  situated  on  the  eummit 
ef  a  precipice,  at  the  ftxyt  of  which 
the  roods  from  Poutarlier  and  Sotina, 
and  those  from  Neuchittel  and  GeneTs, 
by  Jongne,  onite.  This  frontier-fort 
was  tte  prisoD  of  the  nnfortunate 
Tonasaint  rOuverture.whentreacher- 
Ouialy  carried  off  from  SL  Domingo  b^ 
comimuid  of  Napoleon.  He  ended  hia 
days  here,  some  say  by  violent  means ; 
but  the  sudden  transition  from  the 
climate  of  the  tropics  to  a  dank 
dungeon  on  llie  heights  of  the  Jura 
sufGciently  explains  the  cause  of  his 
death,  without  the  need  of  violence. 
Here  also  was  confined,  preriously, 

of 


,    itin 


ieau,  who  . , 

a  lettre  de  cachet  obtained  by 
fether,  "  I'Ami  des  Hommea,"  aa  lie 
called  himself,  and  the  tyrant  of  his 
own  family,  as  be  proted  himself. 
Mirabeau,  haTiiig  fay  hia  insinnating 
manners  obtain^  leave  from  the  go- 
vernor to  visit  the  town  of  FontarUer 
on  parole,  made  loye  to  Madame  de 
Monive,  the  young  wife  of  an  old  ma- 
gistrate there,  and  eloped  with  her  to 
Holland.  She  was  the  Sophie  to 
whom  he  addressed  some  of  his  ob- 
scene writings. 

Between  the  viUages  of  Verriiirea 
de  Joux  and  Verridres  de  Suisse,  the 
French  frontier  is  crossed.  The  Cus- 
tom-house regulations  on  this  part  of 
the  French  frontier  are  more  than 
nsually  rigorous.  In  some  places  there 
is  a  treble  line  of  douamera,  which 
makes  it  advisable  to  have  the  luggage 
plombe  at  the  first  station.  In  some 
places  the  douanicra  attend  only  dur- 


persons 


s  of  the  day,  and 
.niving  in  their  absence 
t  their  return.  Travellers 
ghoold  ascertain  by  previous  inquiry 
what  these  hours  are  (  ?). 

The  country  now  becomes  exceed- 
ingly romantic^the  hills  clothed  with 
forests,  the  valleys  carpeted  with  the 
richest  verdure,  and  sprinkled  with 
neat  cottages  in  the  picturesque  style 
of  architecture  peculiar  to  the  chain 
of  the  Jam  and  Alps.  Cheese,  nearly 
aa  good  as  that  of  Gruy^r«s,  and  sold 


under  that  name,  is  made  on  the  up- 
land pastures  of  the  Jura. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  into  the  Val  Travers  is 
through  another  narrow  gorge,  called 
La  Cname,  because  the  passage  was 
at  one  IJme  stopped  by  a  massjr 
chain  drawn  across  the  road,  and 
fastened  to  staples  in  the  rock.  This 
primitive  CortincatioD  is  said  to  hare 
been  a  relic  of  the  3urgundian  ivara, 
intended  to  arrest  the  artillery  of 
Charles  the  Bold. 

At  the  village  of  St.  Sulpice  Ibe 
river  Reuse,  which  waters  the  VaJ 
Travers,  rises  out  of  the  rock.  This 
abundant  sonrce  is  said  to  be  the  oat- 
let  of  the  I«c  d'StaliJres,  situated 
aboni  10  miles  o^  among  the  hills. 

44  Motiers  Traten—f^lim:  Maison 
de  Commune^— is  a  village  inhabited 
by  watch  and  lace  nkakers,  on  the  rt. 
i^k  of  the  Hense,  which  has  ob- 
tained some  notoriety  as  the  place  of 
residenoe  of  Jean  Jacques  Booseeau 
after  hia  banislunent  from  Geneva, 
In  the  house  occupied  by  him  hia 
desk  is  shown,  at  which  he  wrote  hia 
celebrated  '  Lettrea  de  la  MontatFne  ;' 
and  np  st&irs,  in  a  wooden  ga&ery, 
two  peening-holes,  throi^h  which  he 
could  observe  people  out  of  doora 
without  being  seen  himself  He 
quitted  the  ■p&ae  under  the  pretenoe 
of  havii^  been  persecuted,  and  be- 
cause the  boys  threw  stones  at  his 
windows.  During  his  residence  here, 
Voltaire  vented  tus  bile  against  him 
in  a  satire,  of  which  the  following 
verses  are  a  sample  : — 


Bod  tronx  mltist  ae  perd  dini  Jn  I 


;^s^ 


II  run  le  moDde  «  enint  it  voir  I*  <:>*1.' 

The  Val  Travers  is  highly  pio- 
tureaque.  A  few  miles  lower  down 
it  ia  bounded  on  the  rt.  by  a  remark- 
able mountain  ooUed  Creax  de  I'aat, 
4SUU  f^  above  the  sea.  "  Its  summit 
is  hollowed  out  into  n  vast  and  pro- 
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found  CBvitj,  500  fL  deep,  sorroimded 
by  an  uaphitheaCre  of  hmestone  rock 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom."  It 
is  more  than  2  m.  m  diameter.  "  At 
times,  when  s  change  of  weather  is 
impending,  the  crater  of  the  motin- 
tain  is  seen  to  become  sudden);  filled 
with  a  cloud  of  white  sapour,  work- 
ing and  rising  and  failing  with  an 
eaaj  but  perceptible  modon,  until  the 
whole  hollow  presents  the  appearance 
oF  an  immense  cauldron  of  boiling 
vaponr,  which  seldom  rises  above  the 
edge.  If  anj  escape,  it  is  b^  the 
opening  towards  the  defile  ;  and  I 
have  seen  it  repeatedly  issue  in  a 
thin  white  line,  and  float  gradually 
down  the  centre  of  the  valle;  till 
imperceptiblj  diminished  and  diasi- 
paled."— Zoirode. 

The  echo  produced  by  firing  a  gun 
within  the  Crenx  de  Vent  is  like  a 
scattered  fire  of  musketry,  or  a  buo- 
cession  of  discharges  from  a  battery  ; 
and  the  hollow  may  be  called  the 
very  cradle  of  the  winds,  which  ap- 
pear to  be  perpetuaUj  blowing  &om 
It. 

La  Clusette,  near  Brod,  is  a  very 
picturesque  d^le — the  road  hanging 
over  the  precipice.  A  steep  ascent 
carries  the  road  out  of  the  Val  Tra- 
lers ;  and  at  the  top  of  the  ridge, 
near  the  site  of  what  once  was  the 
robber  castle  of 

^  Bochefbrl,  a  beautiful  view  opens 
through  the  gap  of  the  defile,  oyer  the 
lake  Si  Neucbfitel,  and  the  Alps  along 


13j  leagues  =^  51j  Eng.  m. 

Poet-horses  may  be  had.  The  daily 
diligence  performs  the  journey  from 
Neuchitet,  by  Coasonay  to  Geneva, 
in  14  hours.  There  is  a  direct  road 
from    Yverduo     to     Roile,     by    Au- 

2  Orbe  —  (7nn .'  La  Maison  de 
Ville)  ^  a  picturesque    and    anoieut 

town  of  1927  iDhabs.,  built  on  a  hiU 


nearly  ingnlated  by  the  Orbe,  which 
is  crossed  by  2  bridges— a  lower  one 
of  great  antiquity,  and  an  upper  and 
m<^m  one  of  a  single  arch,  124  ft. 
span,  in  use  at  present  It  was  the 
Roman  station  UrbigeHian,  and  a  place 
of  importance  in  the  middle  ages, 
under  the  Bui^undian  Kings,  who 
had  a  Snyal  Cagtle  her«.  The  fair  but 
cruel  Bruuehilde,  Queen  of  the  Franks, 
took  refuge  here,  vrilh  her  grand- 
danghter,  but  was  soon  put  to  death. 
The  three  sons  of  Lothaire  I.  met 
here,  in  855,  to  divide  his  kingdom. 
In  1475  the  Swiss  took  Orbe  6y  as- 
sault ;  but  the  Castle,  whose  vener- 
ld}le  ruins,  reduced  to  two  solitary 
towers  of  antique  structure,  are  now 
included  in  a  terrace  which  serves  as  a 
public  walk,  made  a  lengthened  re- 
sistance. The  garrison,  yielding  step 
by  step,  disputed  the  possession  of 
each  chamber,  stair,  and  passage.  The 
hut  remnant  were  pursuea  into  a 
tower,  which  the  Swiss  set  fire  to, 
and  the  few  who  fell  into  their  hands 
a!ive  were  thrown  over  the  battle- 
There  is  a  high  road  into  France 
fi-om  Orbe,  along  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Orbe,  by  Jougne  and  Sabns. 

About  2  m.  above  Orbe,  near  Mont 
Charand,  is  a  cavern,  with  stalactiles, 
called  Grotle  anx  Pees :  not  tar  from 
it  is  a  cascade  of  the  Orbe. 

An  interesting  exoursion  may  be 
made  from  Orbe  to  the  Lac  de  Joiix, 
12  m.  The  carriage  road  thither 
turns  away  from  the  river  at  once, 
and  proceeds  through  Bomainmotier, 
under  the  singular  mountain  called 
Dent  de  Vaulion,  to  Le  Pont,  on  the 
Lac  de  Joux.  The  vale  of  the  Orbe 
is  one  of  tbe  most  beautiful  in  the 
Jura,  and  the  pedestrian  may  find  a 
footpath  along  its  banks,  up  to  its 
source,  in  the  cliff  below  Pont. 

Font,  a  little  village,  named-from 
a  bridge  across  the  channel,  which 
connects  the  Lac  de  Joujc  with  the 
small  Lac  des  Brencts,  is  the  best 
head-quarters,  as  it  has  a  tolerable 
inn.  It  Is  prettily  situated  at  the  S. 
base  of  the  Dmt  de  Vaulion,  one  side 
of  which  is  a  sheer  precipice  of  bare 
limestone  2000  fL  high—the  other  a 
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Bleep  alope,  or  inclined  plane,  covered 
with  Teroant  tnrf.  It  reqoireB  a  steadjr 
head  to  look  from  the  top  over  the 
vei^  of  the  precwiice. 

About  3  m.  IJ.  of  Pont,  and  the 
same  distance  above  Vallorbe,  iu  the 
source  of  the  Orbe,  which  risea  at 
once  a.  copione  Htreajn,  supplied,  it  ia 
supposed,  by  sabterraneftn  eondoita 
from  the  Lac  de  Jonx. 

The   TBlley   in  which   the   Lao  de 

lakes,  Le  Ter  and  Brenet,  md  ia  en- 
tirely shut  in  by  high  hills  ;  so  that, 
although  these  sheets  of  wal^r  H^e  fed 
by  all  the  streams  of  the  Talley,  they 
have  no  Tisible  outlet  above  grouni 
There  are,  however,  large  cavities  and 
orifices  in  the  beds  of  these  lakes, 
called  entomviirs,  through  which  the 
waters  escape.  These  fissures  are 
sometimes  rendered  incapable  of  car- 
rying off  the  waters  from  internal  ob- 
structions, and  thus  inundations  are 
caused  in  the  valley,  A  tunnel,  of  no 
very  great  estent,  mi^t  drain  the 
lake  entirely.  The  Lac  de  Joan  is 
nearly  350O  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  The  source  of  the  Orbe  is  about 
700  ft.  lower  than  the  surface  of  the 
lake.  The  scenery  of  the  Valley  de 
Joux  is  very  romantic,  and  will  alone 
compensate  for  a  visit.  Along  the 
S.E.  side  of  the  lake  rises  the  impos- 
ing mass  of  the  Mont  Tendre,  5730  ft. 
high:  its  lower  elopes  are  well 
wooded.  The  view  fnnn  its  sununit, 
extending  to  Mont  Blanc  on  the  one 
side,  and  to  Soleure  on  the  other,  will 
repay  the  trouble  of  the  ascent. 
There  is  a  path  down  the  opposite 
side  of  the  mountwn,  leading,  in  2hrs., 
to  the  village  of  Mont  Bieher.  An 
unfortunate  Sngllsh  gentleman,  named 
Herbert,  who  was  drowned  in  a  well 
near  the  chalets  of  the  Mont  Tendre 
in  1837,  is  buried  at  Mont  Richer. 
Henri  Chenu,  fruitier,  is  said  to  be  a 
Kood  guide  for  the  Mont  Tendre. 
There  IS  a  urosa-road  along  the  N.W. 
shore  of  the  Lac  de  Joux,  from  Font 
to  Lea  Bouaaea,  on  the  great  poat-road 
&0m  Dijon  to  Geneva.  Another  cross ' 
road,  winding  round  the  shoulder  of 
the  Mont  Tendre,  runs  direct  from 
Font  to  Anboime,  on  the  way  to  Ge- 


The  lake  of  Geneva  is  only  about 
190  ft.  lower  than  that  of  NeuchSteL 
The  road  from  Orbe  traverses  the 
high  ground  or  water-shed  separating 
the    two    basins.     An   stt«mpt  was 

lakes,  and  throuirh  them  unite  the 
Rhine  with  the  Kione,  by  means  of 
a  canal  cut  between  the  rivers  Orbe 
and  Yenoge.  It  was  fiikished  as  tat 
as  Entre  Kocho,  a  distance  of  about 
12  m.  1  but  difGculties  either  in  the 
levelling,  or  occasioned  by  the  inter- 
ference of  privale  interests,  prevented 
its  being  carried  further.  The  plan  of 
completmg  it  has  been  revived.  It 
lies  about  1^  m.  to  the  E.  of  the  road. 

li  La  Sarras— (/™.-  Maison  de 
Vi]le>--is  an  ancient  town  romauti- 
cally  situated  on  the  Venoge.  About 
4  m.  farther  is  CoH»onei_(/nB .-  HStal 
d^Angleterre) — from  which  town  roftda 
brancn  off  to  Lausanne  and  Merges. 

4iAaboniie — (Tnna;  Couronne ;  lion 
d'Or)— an  ancient  town  of  1667  Inhab., 
with  an  Eastern-looking  cattle, .  Byron 
says  of  it — "  The  entrance  and  bridge 
something  like  that  of  Durham  :  it 
commands  by  far  the  fairest  view  of 
the  lake  of  Geneva  (and  of  Moat 
Blanc  behind  it) ;  a  grove  on  the 
height  of  very  noble  trees.  Here  Ta- 
vemier,  the  Eastern  traveller,  bought 
(or  built)  the  ch&leaa,  because  the 
aite  resembled  and  equalled  that  of 
Erivan,  a  frontier  city  of  Persia. 
Here  he  Qnished  his  voyi^ea."  The 
C/mrch  contains  the  monument  of  the 
brave  French  Admiral  Duquesne,  the 
conqueror  of  De  Ruyler — the  chas- 
tiser  of  the  Turkish  and  Algerine  cor- 
sairs, whose  services  Louis  XIV.  re- 
fused to  recompense,  uid  whose  body 
that  monarch  for  a  long  time  denied 
to  his  son, — exiled  to  Aubonne  by  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  be- 
cause Duquesne  was  a  Frotestonl,  and 
refused  to  adopt  the  king's  religion. 
Aubonne  is  leas  than  3  m.  diatant  Irma 
the  lake.  On  the  hilla  sloping  down 
towards  the  lake  called  La  CSte,  be- 
tween Aubonne  and  Nyon,  grows  the 
best  Swiss  wine,  called  le  Mimiatt. 


Svitzerland,  I 
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The  Signal  de  BBagy^t.bo7e  An- 
bonne,  2730  ft  nbave  the  sea-leyel,  is 
a  celebrated  point  of  view. 

1  KoUe,  on  the  high  road  from  Ge- 
neva to  Lausume  (Rte.  56). 

6|  Genkva  (See  Ble.  53). 
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I93kiloiii.^^]20  Eag.  m. 
Diligerxea    run    dailj    in    21    hri. 
MaOeposte  in  15  bn. 
DuoK.     (/ntu .-  Edtel  da  Pare,  in  a 
rl  of  park  ontside  the 


sort  of  park  oatside  the  town  ;  UStel 
de  la  Cloche  beat)  For  a  detailed 
description  of  thii  road,  and  the  rail- 
way to  Paris,  see  Hamihooi  for  f)ntnce, 

19  Genii  s. 

15  Aiizonne(Am.'  Grand  Ceif). 

ISDSle.  In  clear  weather  Mont 
Blano  ntaj  be  seen  firoto  this  neigh- 
bonrbood. 

18  Mont  Sous  Vandrey.  A  de- 
ligbtfnl  road  leads  from  ihia  to  Neu- 
cMtel,  by  Solins  and  the  ValTraiers 
(Bte.  49). 

19  Folig^ii  (/hn:  H3tel  de  GenSre). 
13  Montrond. 

10  Cfaainpagnole  has  two  small  inns, 
'HdtelB  de  Gen^e  and  de  Lyon. 

11  Haisoaneave. 

9  St.  Laurent  (/rm .-  La  Foste). 

1 1  Morej  (/im ;   La  Poste). 

IT  Les  Roasses.  Here  is  the  ttva- 
tier  CnHtom-houBe  of  Trance.  Tra- 
Teller«  arriring  from  Qeneva  undergo 
a  strict  search.  Trinkets,  mnaiod 
boxes,  and  watches  (more  than  one) 
must  be  declared.  Watches  may  now 
be  introdnced  by  paying  a  duty  of 

15  1^  Yattar-  In  descending  the 
mountain  a  snblime  view  is  dlsdosed 
of  the  Alps,  Mont  Blanc,  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  the  intervening  plain. 
There  is  another  road  to  Geneva  by 
St.  Cergues  (instead  of  Gex)  :  "  it 
branches  off  a  little  beyond  Les 
BooBBea,  and  is  very  preferable  in 
some  respeots.  It  baa  been  made  at  a 
great  expense  by  the  canton  de  Yaud, 
and  is  one  of.  the  finest  works  of  the 
kind. 

"  Leg  Roussea  to  St.  Cergues,  1  j 
post  J  St.  Cei^ea  to  Nyon. 


"  The  traveller  is  reoommended  to 
monnt  the  steep  and  pioturesqoe 
streets  of  Nyon  up  to  the  fine  old'. 
chillean,  once  the  seat  of  the  Bailii 
de  Nyon,  in  order  to  see  the  view 
from  the  Terraaae  dea  Marroniers. 

"  St.  Cergues  is  the  spot  from 
which  the  Dote,  the  hi^est  stunmit 
of  this  part  of  the  chain  of  the  Jura, 
can  be  most  easQy  ascended.  Males 
and  guides  can  be  procured  at  the 
small  Irm  of  St.  Cei^es,  which 
affords  tfderable  accommodalion  for  a 
night  The  ascent  of  the  D61e  from 
St  Cergues  requires  aboal  3  hours' 
march  ;  but  it  is  neither  fatiguing 
nor  dangerons.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
mountain  in  Switierland  which  better 
repays  the  traveller  for  bis  fritigne, 
and  no  view  more  wonderfully  ex- 
tensive, and  admirably  di  veruEed,  than 
that  which  it  coinraaiid»."^R. 

Tbe  descent  of  the  Jara  to  0«x 
is  made  much  more  easy  and  c<nl- 
venient  than  before,  by  an  excellent 
new  road. 

13  Gex.  Femey,  Voltaire's  resi- 
dence (described  in  p.  147X  >s  pasaed 
5  m.  before  reaching 

17  Geneva.  Gtrm.  Genfi  Ilal. 
Ginevra.  /km  :  L'Ecn  de  Geneve  i 
Hotel  des  Bergues  ;  Conronne~three 
exceUent  inns,  feeing  the  lake.  It  is 
not  easy  to  say  which  is  best  H. 
du  Rhone,  clean  and  reasonable  :  H. 
dea  Etrangera,  i  mile  outside  the 
tovm,  hi^Jy  apoken  of:  La  Balance. 
An  l^ngliah  Peruimi,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mrs.  Monroe,  has  been  opened 
in  the  Campagne  Mirabeau,  10  mi- 
nutes' walk  from  the  town,  on  the 
Lausanne  road.  Hmtaarant,  Richter 
(Lion  d'Or),  Rue  du  Rhone,  No.  62, 
good, 

Geneva,  though  the  capita]  of  tbe 
amallest  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  except 
Zng,  is  the  moat  populous  town  in 
the  Confederation,  since  it  contains 
32,000  Inhab,  (8300  Rom.  Catholics), 
or,  including  its  saburbs,  37,724.  It  is 
well  eituat^  at  the  W.  extremity  of 
the  lake  of  Geneva,  at  the  point  where 
"  the  bine  waters  of  the  arrowy 
Rhone"  issue  out  of  it  The  river 
divides  the  town  into  two  parts;  the 
■mailer  on  the  rt,  bank  being  csUed 
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much  as  the  discharge  of  tndigo  from 
a  djer's  vat.  The  cause  of  it  has  not 
been  satisfactOTily  explained.  Sir 
Humi^ry  Davy  attributed  it  to  the 
presence  of  iodine.  The  extreme 
puritj  lasts  bnt  for  a  short  space, 
since  a  mile  below  the  town  it  is 
polluted  by  the  admixture  of  the 
waters  of  the  turbid  Aire,  and  retains 
the  same  dingy  hue  all  the  way  to 
the  sea. 

Qeneia,  if  approached  from  the 
lake,  now  presente  a  very  imposing 
appearance,  in  consequence  of  im- 
provempnts,  made  since  IS.W,  for 
which  it  is  indebted,  in  no  alight  de- 
gree, to  the  circulation  of  the  gold  of 
English  traveilera  among  its  inha- 
bitants. An  entirely  new  quarter 
has  started  up  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 


hi-  the  sight  of 

margin  of  the  lake  hare  been  refaced 
and  beautified,  while  a  broad  belt  of 
land  has  been  gained  from  the  water 
to  form  a  aeries  of  Qoais.  Thia  is 
connected  with  the  Quai  dcs  Bergues 
by  two  handsome  bridges,  thrown 
across  the  lake,  and  united  with  a 
small  island,  formerly  a  part  of  the 
fortifications,  now  occupied  by  a  very 
inferior  statue  of  Bousseau.  Since 
1848  a  part  of  the  fortifications  near 
the  Forte  de  It^ve  have  been  razed, 
and  partly  thrown  into  the  lake,  so  as 
to  form  a  new  Quai,  to  be  occupied 
by  new  streets  and  houses.  Oa  (he 
land  side,  however,  Geneva  is  still 
surrounded  vrith  ramparts  and  bas- 
tions, erected  in  the  middle  of  the 
last  century  by  the  aristocratic  ma- 
patraoy  of  that  period.  It  is  divided 
into  the  upper  and  lower  town;  and 
this  distinction,  arising  from  the  un- 
even nature  of  the  ground,  is  perpe- 
tuated in  the  rank^  and  condition  of 


the  inhabitants  of  the  two  divisions. 
The  upper  town  consists  almost  en- 
tirely of  the  lar^  and  handsome  man- 
sions of  Che  burgher  aristocracy,  here- 
tofore the  senators  and  magistrates  of 
the  republic.  The  lower  town  and 
Quartier  Sc  Gervais  is  the  seat  of 
trade  and  of  democracy  —  the  Fau- 
bou^  St  Antoine  pf  Geneva ; — its 
streets  ar«  narrow,  its  houses  lofty, 
and  it  has  something  of  the  air  of  the 
old  town  of  Edinburgh. 

The  feuds  arising  between  the  hieh 
and  low  town  were  not  few,  nor  void 
of  interest;  indeed,  they  would  fill  a 
long  and  amusing  historical  chapter: 
they  often  led  to  bloodshed;  but  the 
democrats  below  generally  brought 
their  exalted  neighbours  to  reason  rty 
the  simple  exp^ent  of  cutting  off 
the  water-pipes,  taking  especial  care 
to  guard  the  hydraulic  machine  which 
furnished   the    supply   t"    '"""    


in  Ukeir 


own,  and  which  L 

Although  Geneva  is  a  great  focus 
of  attraction  for  travellers  of  all  na- 
tions, 30,000  being  the  number  which 
is  calcidaCed  to  pass  fhrou^  the 
town  annually,  it  possesses  few  objects 
of  interest  to  the  passing  stranger.' 
Aa  a  town,  it  is  not  very  prepossess- 
in?;  it  has  no  fine  public  buildings, 
and  scarcely  any  sights.     It  is  owing 

to  Chamouni,  to  the  charming  scenery 
of  its  lake,  and  to  its  position  on  the 
high  road  from  Paris  to  Italy,  ^lat 
it  nas  1>ecome  a  place  of  so  much  re- 

The  Cathedral,  ar  Ch.  of  St.  Pierre, 
me   aimpUcity  of  arctuT 


where  it  is  placed,  but  its  interior 
possesses  interest  aa  a  very  early  and 
uncorrupted  specimen  of  the  Gothic 
of  the  11th  century.  It  cont^ns  the 
monuments  of  Agrippa  d'Aubigny, 
the  friend  of  Henry  iV.,  and  grand- 
father of  Mad.  de  Maintenon,  and 
that  of  the  Comte  de  Bohan,  a  leader 
of  the  French  Protestants  in  the  reign 
of  LouiB  Xm  A  statue  of  plaster 
now  replacca  one  of  marble,  ruthleasly 
destroyed  at  (he  French  Bendution. 


Sieitxerland.      route  53.- 

The  CBDof  7  of  the  pulpit  is  the  same 
nnder  whieh  ColTin  preached. 

The  Jfusse  Rath,  so  named  after  ita 
fonnder,   General  Rati,  who  left  the 

bnilding,  close  to  the  Porte  NeUT 
contains  a  coUection  of  pictures 
other  works  of  art,  of  no  very  great 
merit,  the  greater  part  hy  native  ar- 
tists. AmoDg  the  GeoeTese  painters, 
Calame,  Diday,  Homung,  and  Topfei 
deserve  to  be  mentioned. 

The  Mioee  /CJIisMre  Salurelle,  in 
the  Grande  Rue,  is  chiefly  interesting 
to  the  student  its  containing  the  geo- 
logical coUectioQS  of  Saussare,  the 
fossil  plants  of  MM.  Brongniart  and 
Decandolle,  and  the  collections  of  M. 
Hecker.  It  ia  principally  iiUed  with 
the  native  prodnctions  of  Switzerland, 
and  contains  specimens  of  the  phamoia, 
of  the  Bonquetin,  the  dog  of  St.  Ber- 
nard, of  all  the  fishes  of  the  rivers 
and  Likes  of  this  conntry ;  among 
them  the  ferra,  the  lott«,  and  a  trout 
weighing  43  lbs.  from  the  lake  of 
Geneva.  There  ia  the  skin  of  an  ele- 
phant, which  lived  a  long  time  in  a 
menagerie  in  the  tiiwn,  but  at  length 
becoming  unruly  was  shot. 

There  is  also  a  cabinet  of  anji^'- 
ties ;  some  of  them  found  in  the  neigh- 
ijourhood,  such  as  a  silver  buckler, 
with  fine  bas-reliefs,  discovered  in  the 
bed  of  the  Arve,  inscribed  "  Largitas 
Valentiniani  Angusti;"  eome  inatru- 
ments  of  sacrifice  found  near  the  rocks 
of  Neptune  in  the  lake,  &c  &c.  AL<o 
the  luitem  dropped  in  the  town  ditch 
hj  one  of  the  Savoyard  aoldiers  en- 
gaged in  the  nnsnccessfii]  attempts  to 
scale  the  walls  in  1602  (see  p.  143). 

The  Post  Ogice  is  a  handsome  edifice 
on  the  Place  Bel  Air,  Ene  de  la  Corra- 
terie ;  a  letter  reaches  London  in  3  d^  js. 

The  beat  and  most  respectable  Club 
in  Geneva  is  that  called  the  Cercte  de 
la  Rive. 

The  Public  Library,  Rue  Verdaine, 
attached  to  the  College,  a  scholastic 
looking  building,  of  no  architectural 
pretensions, behind  St-Kerre, founded 
by  Calvin,  contains  40,000  volumes. 
'Hie  following  ouriositieB  are  shown 
to  all  who  desire  b)  see  them:^S94 
MS.  letters  of  Cdvin,  ^ost  illegible. 
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but  with  fair  transcripts  (there  is  one 
addressed  to  Ladv  Jane  Grey  while  a 
prisoner  in  the  Tower);  44  vola.  of 
his  MS.  aermona  between  1549  and 
1560i  12  vols,  of  lettera  addressed  to 
bim,  and  many  important  documents 
relating  to  the  Council  of  Basle ;  se- 
veral volumes  of  letters  of  Theodore 
Beta;  the  manuscript  of  the  ■  Noble 
Le^on,'  a  work  of  the  ancient  Wal- 
densea;  part  of  the  account-book  of 
the  household  of  PhiJip  le  Bel,  for 
1308,  written  with  a  style  upon  waxed 
tablets,  but  now  almoat  efiaced ;  a 
translation  of  Quintus  Carlius,  taken 
along  with  the  baggage  of  Charles  the 
Bold  at  Morat.  The  Discourses  of  Sti 
Angustine,  a  MS.  on  papyrus  of  the 
7th  century.  Letters  of  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul,  J.  J.  Rousseau,  &c.  The  library 
is  opened  every  day  but  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  from  1 1  to  4,  and  on  Tuesday, 
to  cotKult  books,  from  1  to  3. 

Geneva,  if  looked  at  in  an  historical 
point  of  view,  may  be  said  to  possess 
an  interest,  for  toe  intelligent  tra- 
veller, fer  greater  than  that  to  be 
derived  from  the  individual  objects  of 
curiosity  contained  wirfiin  its  walls. 
The  influence  which  she  has  exer- 
only  over  Europe  but  over 
the  world,  by  means  of  her  children, 
or  thoae  whom  she  has  adopted  as 
her  citizens,  is  quite  out  of  proportion 
to  the  limited  extent  of  a  territory 
which  one  may  traverse  from  end 
in  a  momii^'s  ride.  Yol- 
idiculed  its  diminutiveness  by 
saying,    "Quand  je   secoue  ma   per- 

Iue  je  poudre  toute  la  republique  [" 
the  Emperor  Paul  called  the  dis- 
ss of  its  citizens  a  tempest  in  a 
ibler  of  water :  yet  from  Geneva 
mated    Ibose    religious    doctrines 
whence    Scotland,     Holland,     and    a 
large  part  of  France,  Germany,  and 
Switzerland,    derive    their    form    of 
faith,  and  which  was  transported  by 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  to  the  opposite 
shores  of  the  Atlantjc.     Here  also 
were    sown  those  poLtioal   opinions 
which  bore  fruit  in  the  English  revo- 
lution under  Charles  I.,  in  the  Ame- 
rican and  the  French  revolutions. 

Some  few  memorials  still  exist  in 
the  t*>wn  serving  to  recall,  the  oventa- 
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which  haje  occurred  in  it,  and  the 
great  namea  connected  with  it. 

On  the  island,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Ehooe,  not  fkr  &oni  the  Uydranlio 
Machine,  traces  ma;,  it  is  said,  be 
discovered  of  a  Itoman  striicture,  sup- 

Ssed  to  be  the  fbundations  of  one  of 
i  tatcen  erected  bj  Julius  Cseau',  %o 
prevent  th«  Helvetians  oroaginB  the 
river.  The  aarliest  luantion  of  Ge- 
neva oocurs  in  big  Conuneutaries, 
where  it  is  described  as  "  the  last 
fbrtresa  of  the  Allobrogea,  and  nearest 
to  the  Helvedaa  frontier." 

A  Prison,  remarkable  for  ita  ar- 
rangement on  the  cellular  sysCeiD, 
DOW  ocoimies  the  site  of  the  KvSclie, 
near  BL  Peter's  church,  originally  the 
palace  of  the  bishops,  who  eoremed 
the  city  as  temporal  rulers,  ekcted  by 
the  citiiena,  for  many  ages  ;  but  at 
length  became  almost  nominees  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.  The  citizens,  from 
the  very  Brat,  enjoyed  a  liberty  above 
olJier  great  towns  of  the  empire,  and 
showed  a  bold  and  steady  resistance 
to  the  encroacbments  of  their  rulers, 
maintaining,  against  force  and  per- 
suasion, the  municipal  pren^tives 
derived  from  their  ancestors,  and 
Arom  the  Golden  Bull  of  the  Empr. 
Charles  IV.  Thus,  by  a  cautious  and 
weU-oondocled  policy,  they  avoided 
being  swallowed  up  by  their  powerful 
neighbours.  Savoy  and  France,  or  by 
then:  friends  the  Swiss  Cantons,  who, 
though  called  in  as  allies  to  protect 
them,  were  equally  ambitious  of  in- 
corporating Geneva  in  their  own  ter- 


eosed  to  have  lived  in  the  hout 
No.  116,  in  the  rue  des  Chajioines, 
and  he  probably  died  there.  It  was 
in  the  year  1536  that  he  passed 
thron^h  the  town  a  fugitive,  on  his 
way  from  Italy  to  Baale.  Two  years 
had  not  elapsed  since  the  Genevese 
had  abolished  Roman  Catholicism, 
expelled  their  bishop,  and  adopted 
the  Refbrmoldon.  Farel,  who  was 
the  means  of  introdocing  it,  was  then 
preaobing  at  Geneva,  and,  aware  of 
Calvin^s  talents  and  power^  elo- 
quence,    entreated    him    to    remain. 

Calvin  obeyed  the  call,   and,  in  a 


short  space,  the  itinerant  preacher 
and  foreigner  was  nused  to  be  the 
dictator  uf  llie  republic,  ruling  its 
turbvlent  democracy  with  a  sway  not 
more  mild  than  that  of  the  dukes  of 
Savoy  and  bishops  of  Geneva,  under 
which  the  citiiens  had  groaned  for 
ages,  and  from  which  the  Beforma- 
tion  had  at  length  released  them. 
From  the  pulpit  of  St  Peter's  Church, 
wbich  became  at  once  the  tribune 
and  judgment-seat  of  the  reformer, 
he  denounced  the  prevailing  inuao- 
rality  of  the  town  with  such  elo- 
quence and  foroe  that  proUigacy  was 
obliged  to  bide  its  bead.  His  hearers, 
running  into  an  opposite  extreme, 
adopted  a  rigorous  and  puritanical 
austerity  of  manners,  and  every  trans- 
gression of  Calvin's  code  of  morals 
was  visited  with  punishment  of  the 
utmost  severity. 

But  Calvin's  influence  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  pulpit  j  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Consistory,  of  which 
one  third  of  the  permanent  members 
were  ministers,  and  the  remainder 
laymen  balding  office  for  a  year  only. 
This  council  assmned  an  aulliority 
far  more  despotic  than  that  of  the 
bishops:  it  exercised  the  power  of  an 
inquisition,  to  examine  into  men's 
private  lives,  and  into  the  af&irs  of 
Rimilies  of  whatever  rank. 

The  sumptuary  laws  enacted  by 
Calvin  were  severe,  but  were  r^dly 
enforced  by  the  Consistory,  lliey 
contained  such  enactments  as  the  fol- 
lowing; a  dinner  for  tea  persons  was 
limited  to  five  dishes ;  plush  breeches 
were  laid  under  int^dict;  violations 
of  the  sabbath  were  followed  by  a 
public  admonition  from  the  pulpit ; 
adultery  was  punished  with  death; 
and  the  gamester  was  exposed  in  the 
pillory,  with  a  pack  of  cards  tied 
round  his  neck. 

Calvin  was  equally  rigorous  in  the 
maintenance  of  orthodoxy.  Servetua, 
condenmed  by  him  for  holding  uiti- 
trinitarian  doctrines,  which,  however, 
he  did  not  attempt  to  disseminate  in 
Geneva,  was  burnt  at  the  stake  in 
the  CAamp  de  Boarrtaa,  tho  ancient 
place  of  .execution  outside  the  walls. 
The  hole  in  whloh  it  was  pUmted  is 
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now  filled  up,  and  ths  deBtimtion  of 
tlie  spot  is  changed.  The  act  of  Che 
stem  l&wiyer  admits  of  no  pallia- 
tion,  as  hig  victiin  was  not  a  Bobject 

of  OeDera,  and  therefore  not 

able  to  its  laws.  The  exeoal 
Servetua  caats  a  stain  upon  Oenava 
and  the  cause  of  the  Befbrmation  as 
great  as  that  with  which  the  murder 
of  Huss  taints  the  Papist  Council  of 
Constance. 

Geneva,  thns  become  the  metio- 
polis  of  Calvinism,  and  "the  Bodm 
of  Protestontisni,"  was  lesinted  to  b; 
many  forei^ers,  who  sought  refase 
here  from  religions  peraecaf'-™-  ■" 
tbeir  own  country.  Among 
ber  of  English  and  Scotch  exiled  bj 
the  cruelties  of  the  reign  of  Qneen 
Haiy,  was  John  Knox.  He  was  made 
a  citiien  of  Qeneva  in  1 558,  and  did 
not  finallj  quit  it  ^  IStiO.  Calvin 
died  in  1564,  at  the  ^e  of  55,  after 
23  jears  of  uninterrupted  power:  he 
was  -buried  in  the  cemetery  of  tht 
Plaat  Pataii,  bnt  he  forbade  the  Ge- 
Devese  to  mark  the  spot  where  his 
remains  were  laid  with  a  monument — 
the  sil«  of  his  grave  is  pointed  oat, 
and  disdngiiish^  bj  the  letters  J.  C. 
A  Geneveae  law  lunita  the  pro^rty 
in  a  grave  to  15  years,  after  which  it 
may  be  opened  for  a  fresh  occapant, 
bnt  the  right  to  retain  it  longer  may 
be  bought  at  the  rate  of  300  Era,  for 
15  years,  or  1000  frs.  in  perpetuity. 

The  Dnke  of  Savoy,  whose  autho- 
rity within  the  town  bad  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  eipiilaion  of  the  bishop, 
was  nnwilling,  notwithstanding,  to 
abandon  his  claim  to  the  possession 
of  it,  Tor  many  years  after  that 
event,  he  was  engaged  in  repeated 
open  contesta  with  the  citiiens ;  nor 
did  he  omit  to  maintain,  within  the 
walls,  spies  and  secret  psjtiaana,  in 
the  hopes  of  g^ning  possession  of 
it  by  surprise.  The  street  called 
Corratirie,  at  the  period  in  ODeB- 
tion,  A.  D.  1603,  tiie  town  djtch, 
was  the  scene  of  the  most  memo- 
lable  of  these  attempts,  known  in 
Swiss  hialory  as  tA«  Stealade.  The 
inhabitants,  lolled  to  security  by  a 
display  of  pacific   intentions  on  the 

part  of  Ibe  r^gsing  Dnke  Charles  | 


though  warnings  had  been  given 
them  of  ^proa(£ing  danger.  On  the 
night  of  Dec  20th,  Uie  townsfolk  were 
uijoaed  from  sleep  by  the  firing  of 
musketry,  and  by  an  alarm  that  the 
enemy  was  already  in  possession.  It 
appeued  that  a  sentinel,  in  going  his 
rounds  with  a  lantern,  had  fiiilen 
among  a  party  of  armed  mea,  who 
had  quickly  despatohed  h™,  but  not 
before  his  cries  and  the  report  of  his 
matchlock  had  aroased  the  rest  of 
the  guard.  It  was  qniekly  disco- 
vered that  a  party  of  Savoyards,  200 
strong,  detached  &ijm  a  still  larger 
force  of  2000  men,  who  had  ap- 
proached the  city  in  ^e  darkness,  and 
were  posted  on  the  Plain  Palais,  a 
little  distance  beyond  the  walls,  had 
descended  into  the  fbase  of  Corraterie, 
and  by  the  aid  of  scaling-ladders, 
painted  block,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  be  seen,  bad  surounuiled 
the  ramparts,  were  proceedii^  in 
small  parties  to  burst  open  the  Forte 
Neuve,  and  thns  admit  their  asso- 
ciates an  (be  outside.  The  Savoyards 
had  already  despatefaed  a  messenger 
announcing  to  tbeir  commander  Uie 
capture  of  the  town  ;  but  the  citizens, 
tbougb  completely  taken  by  surprise, 
were  by  no  means  seized  with   the 

tonic  which  soch  an  occurrence  was 
kely  to  prodnce.  Every  man,  armed 
as  he  might  be,  issued  out  into  the 
stroeta  ;  3ie  small  body  of  Savoyards 
who  had  gained  the  ramparts  were 
quickly  overpowered  i  the  first  gun 
fired  from  the  wtdjs,  by  a  chance 
shot,  swept  away  three  of  the  scaling- 
ladders ;  and  the  enemy  on  the  out- 
side, on  approaching  the  Porte  Neuve, 
found  that,  instead  of  being  blown 
up,  it  was  strongly  guarded,  with  tJie 
portcullis  down.  Many  anecdotes 
told  of  the  prowess  et  the  towns- 
,  pie  on  that  night  \  and  an  iron 
saucepan,  with  which  an  old  woman 
knocked  down  a  soldier,  is  still  pre- 
served m  the  arsenal,  along  witn  a 
piece  of  the  scaling-ladders.  The 
party,   thus   nnexpectedly 

B  qniekly 
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Tese  were  hung  next  day  &a  hoDse- 
breakera :  ST  heads  were  planted 
along  the  nunparU,  but  many  more 
than  these  fell  in  the  ditch  and  out- 
side the  town.  In  the  cemeteni  of 
St.  Gartxtig,  on  the  Tt.  bank  of  the 
Rhone,  a  monnmenlal  epitaph  was  set 
m  to  commemorate  the  names  of  17 
GeneTese  who  were  killed  ou  the  oc- 
casion ;  and  the  venerable  Theodore 
Beza,  at  that  time  60  jeara  old,  gave 
out  from  the  pnlpit  next  daj  the 
124tb  Psalm,  which  has  been  sung 
ever  since  on  the  anniTersarj  of  the 
Escalade. 

Jean  Jacques  Bonssean,  son  of  a 
watchmaker  of  Geneva,  first  saw  the 
Ught  in  a  street  of  the  Qaartier  St. 
Cmtvus,  since  named  after  him  (Rue 
de  Roosseau),  and  in  the  house  No. 
69.  It  ia  no  longer  in  its  original 
condition,  havtn?  been  altered,  and 
parti;  rebuilt.  Mis  book,  the  Emile, 
was  bum),  in  conformitv  with  an 
order  of  the  Cooncil  of  Geneva,  bj 
tke  common  hangman,  in  front  of 
the  Hotel  de  ViUe,  in  1762.  The 
instigators  of  this  act  were  Voltaire 
and  the  Conncil  of  the  Sorbcome, 
who,  by  a  singular  cmncidenoe. 


3  acted  i 


Council  at  the   i 
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(Series  too  horrible  to  be  detuled,  in 
which  the  blood  of  the  most  respect- 
able citizens  of  the  town  was  shed, 
condemned  to  execution  bj  a  band 
of  wretches,  most  of  whom  were  their 

itizens,  though  directed  bv  a 
depntj  from  the  Comlte  da  Sdnt 
Fnblic  at  Faria.  Here,  as  in  other 
places,  sulgected  to  the  madness  of 
the  reign  of  terror,  the  atro<^deB 
were  committed  by  a  mere  handful 
of  assassins,  while  thousands  looked 
OD  disapproving,  but  yet  not  rusing 
a  voice  to  oondmnn,  nor  an  arm  to 
resist.  Another  result  of  the  con- 
nexion of  Switierland  with  France 
was  the  forf^tnre  of  its  independence. 
AAer  rewstjng,  for  ages,  the  encroach- 

aod  attacks  of  the  Dukes  of 


the  all-powerful  Louis  SrV^  the  re- 
public was  destined  to  &11  by  the 
treachery  of  fellow  repnblicans,  with 
whom  she  had  so  recently  fraternised. 
Geneva  was  taken  by  aurprisc,  April 
15,  1798,  and  arbitrarily  annexed  to 
France,  forming  a  part  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Lemon. 

Besides  the  names  of  Calvin  and 
Rousseau,  which  are  conneclad  Willi 
Geneva — the  one  by  adoption,  the 
other  by  birth— it  is  the  birth-place 


author 


Garden  behind  the 
theatre,  and  near  the  Forte  Neuve, 
deserves  mention,  as  having  been 
laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
eminent  botanist  DecandoUe  ;  but  the 
funds  are  so  limited  that  the  collec- 
tkaa  of  plants  is  of  no  great  import- 
ance. The  ground  it  occupies  has 
also  painful  historical  associations. 
Geneva,  for  ages  the  nursery  of  re- 
publicaniam  and  democratic  opinions, 
became  "  a  principle  of  esploaion  to 
revolutionary  France,  placed  at  its 
extremity,  as  the  fase  ia  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  bomb,  but  she  likewise 
reaped  the  fruits  of  the  seed  sown  by 
her  in  the  establishment  of  a  tribunal 
of  blood,  and  the  enactment  of  a 
reign  of  terror— a  humble  imitation 
of  that  of  Faris  in  1794.  On  this 
spot  tQok  place  ftuUlades  and  but- 


of  many  illustrious  men,  whose  r 

tation  may  be  styled  European.      

list  includes  the  nunes  of  Isaac  Ca- 


VK. 


saubou;  of  Lcfort,  the  friend  and 
councillor  of  Peter  the  Great;  of 
Necker,  llie  weak  and  ill-starred  mi- 
nister of  Louis  XVL,  and  father  of 
Madame  de  Stael;  of  the  natoralistB 
Saussure  (who  first  ascended  Hont 
Blanc),  Bonnet,  De  Luc;  and  Huber, 
the  biographer  of  the  bee  and  ant; 
DecandoUe,  the  botaniat)  of  Dumont, 
the  friend  and  adviser  of  Mirabeau 
and  Jeremy  Bentham  ;  and  Sismondi, 
the  historian.  Among  the  living  there 
are  Neekar,  the  geologist ;  De  la  Rive, 
the  chemist ;  Mannoir,  the  oculist  ; 
and  Merle  d'Aubigne,  author  of  the 
History  of  the  &formati/m,  »nd  & 
preacher  at  the  Oratoire. 

Geneva  may  be  regarded  as  the 
intellectual  metropolis  of  Switzer- 
land, and  strangen  who  i^ooae  it  u 
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upper  classes,  a  very  ROTeeable  societj', 
indudinz    many    intuiiduals   distia- 

gnished  for  their  literary  and  acienti- 

Thej 
from 

merciol  prosperity,  is  that  of  watches, 
maeical  boxes,  nai  jcicdlfy.  The  first 
watch  was  brought  Co  Geneva  iiil5S7, 
.  the  end  oF  the  last  century 
tersons  were  employed  within 
tne  Lown,  aud  2000  without  (he  walls, 
on  lhi8  maunfauture.  At  present  the 
nomber  is  diminiahed  to  less  than 
3000,  though,  from  improvemeots  in 
the  me<:hamoal  processes  and  increased 
skill  of  the  workmen,  the  number  of 
walctkes  made  is  much  greater  than 
before,  100,000  being  now  manufec- 
tured  annually.  Upwards  of  SO  watch- 
makers' and  70  jeweDers'  workahopa 
are  kept  in  constant  employment  in 
the  town  ;  and  it  has  been  calculated 
that  in  good  years,  75,000  ounces  of 
gold,  5000  marks  of  silver,  and  pre- 
cious stones  to  the  value  of  a  mlllioD 
of  francs,  are  ascd  in  them.  A  com- 
mittee of  master  workmen  with  a  syn- 
dic at  their  head,  called  commisnon  df 
turveiiiance,  are  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernment to  inspect  every  workshop 
and  the  articles  made  in  it,  1«  guard 
against  fi-aud  in  the  substitution  of 
netals  not  of  legal  alloy,  and  thus  to 
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of  industry  productive  of  ao  great  an 
advantage  to  Geneva.  The  largest 
and  most  celebrated  establishment  for 
jewellery  and  watches  is  that  of  Bautte 
and  Co.,  Rue  du  Rh6ue.  A  good 
watcb  costs  from  30O  to  500  iranoa. 

At  the  French  cnslom.hoiise,  musi- 
cal gnuff-boxes,  of  Genevese  manu- 
facture, and  watches  pay  a  duty  of 
only  5  fr.  each.  Smuggling,  once  car- 
ri«d  on  to  an  enormous  extent  between 
the  Swiss  and  French  frontiers,  has 
greatly  diminished,  owing  to  the  mo- 
difications of  the  French  toriflF. 

Theatrical  performances,  for  cen- 
turies interdicted  in  Geneva  by  oue 
of  the  austere  laws  of  Calvin,  are  now 
tolerated,  and  a  Salle  de  Speatacle  has 
been  built  close  to  the  Porte  Nenve. 


Voltaire  greatly  shocked  the  prejn- 
dices  of  the  citizens  by  acting  plays, 
OS  it  were  under  their  very  nose,  at 
Leg  Dclices  and  Feruey.  Kousseau 
writes  to  him,  "  Je  ne  voas  aime  pas  j 
vouB  avez  corrompu  ma  rijpublique  en 
lui  donnant  des  spectacles." 

Pasiporte  are  demanded  at  the  gales, 
and  on  landing  from  the  steamer, 
with  strictness  and  formality.  Before 
going  to  Chamouni  (Route  115) — an 
excursion  which  no  traveller  shonld 
omit,  as  it  includes  the  sublimest 
Alpine  scenery  in  Europe — the  signa- 
tore  of  the  Sardinian  consul  is  neees> 
sary,  and  for  it  4  franca  are  charged. 
Office,  276,  Rue  du  Vieux-CoUcge  j 
8—1-2  A.M.,  and  3—6  p.m. 

Here  is  a  very  well  executed  model 
of  Moat  Blanc,  (he  work  of  an  artist 
named  Sene,  who  employed  1 0  years 
upon  it,  a  la  Greuette,  Place  Longue- 
ville.  It  is  interesting  to  study  either 
before  or  aflera  visit  to  Chamouni. 

Monroe,  bookseller,  IS,  Qua!  des 
Berguea,  haa  a  rmrfinfl-room,  and  keeps 
a  store  of  maps,  guides,  English 
books,  &c. ;  also  lists  of  the  CBm- 
psgnea  and  apartments  (o  ije  let,  in  or 

gers'  book;  and  receives  subscriptions 
for  the  English  Church.  Good  tea 
may  be  had  of  Monroe. 

'Vbe  gates  of  Geneca  are  shut  at  10 
'  ig,  and  a  small  toll  is 


closed  before  midnight,  and  it  will  lie 
remembered,  that  it  was  the  acoident 
of  being  shut  Ont  one  evening  on  his 
return  nrom  a  walk  in  the  country, 
that  induced  Rousseau  to  fly  from  his 
native  town  and  a  tyrannitkl  master, 
whom  he,  as  a  truant  apprentice, 
feared  1o  face. 

On  the  grand  Quai,  dose  to  the 
port  where  the  steamers  land,  a  Lim- 
niinetrc  (lake  measure)  has  been  erect- 
ed to  mark  the  rise  and  fall  of  (he 
waters  of  the  lake. 

Near  ^e  Bovcherits,  on  the  same 
quai,  the  town  maintains,  at  thepubi 
lie  expense,  a  brace  of  Eteles.  These 
birds  are  the  armorial  bearings  of 
Geneva,  as  the  bear  is  of  Berne. 

A    Sritith    Oonmiar  agent   waa  api 
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pointed  at  GenevB,  184S.  The  gen- 
tlemim  who  Rtls  Che  office  is  most 
obliffiag  and  anxioag  to  be  useful 

The  Xnr/liah  Charch  sercke  is  per- 
formed in  the  charch  of  the  Hospital, 
Rue  Vwdain,  ererj  Sunday  at  hilf- 


the  Swiss  Govemmei 
built  by  subscription,  and  strangera 
are  eameatly  inyilcd  Co  co-operate  in 
this  good  work.  Mr,  Geo^e  Haldi- 
mand  baa  given  lOOOf. 

Dr.  Courdet  is  an  eminent  and 
friendly  phyaician.  He  studied  at 
Edinburgh. 

Maile-poete  to  Dijon  in  16  hoDrs^ 
Railway  thence  to  Paris  in  6  or  7 
hours.  The  Ualle-posCe  ISikes  only  'I 
passengers.  DSigences  go  daily  to  Di- 
jon [for  Paris]  in  24  hours;  toLjrais 
in  19  bonrsi  to  Beroe  in  18  hours; 
to  ZQrich  and  Basle  in  44;  to  Idu- 
aanne,  Vevay,  and  St.  Maurice;  to 
Neuchitel  in  12^  hours;  to  Cbunouni ; 
daSy  to  Chambery  and  Turin,  by  way 
of  Annecy ;  daily  over  the  Simpion  Co 
Milan,  in  67  hours. 

Geneva  is  Ugbted  with  gas  (1845). 
The  coal  is  brought  frota  St.  E^enne, 
up  the  Rhone  as  far  as  BeUegarde. 

Voitiiriers  charge  for  a  carriage  with 
onehorselOto  12fr.,  with  two  horses 
24  ir.  per  diem. 

Poit-horaes  to  Paris,  Lyons ;  to 
Milan,  bv  Tbonon  and  the  Simpion, 
to  Chambf  ry  and  "Turin,  to  Lausanne 
and  Basle — I^,  Roe  du  Cendrier. 

"  Placed  as  Geneva  is  on  the  fur- 
thest range  of  those  slates  in  which 
freedom  <5  trade  is  allowed,  it  maj  be 
useful  to  add  that  the  English  tra- 
veller, especiaUy  if  he  be  proceeding 
to  (he  Fteuch  or  Austrian  dominions, 


with  those  litlie  English 
which  he  will  not  find  beyond  the 
neitt  custom-house.  At  the  shop  of 
Archinard  and  Bordier,  in  the  Rue 
Basse,  all  kinds  of  English  cutlery 
and  household  goods  may  be  had 
genuine,  lie  Demoisellra  Lacour, 
in  the  Grande  Rue,  are  celebrated  for 
gloves  and   ladies'  sboes;   and    the 


tourist  will  not  disdain  to  be  told  that 
Wistag,  at  the  Chateau  Royal,  near 
the  Porte  de  Comavin,  has  the  best 
supply  of  cigars,  tobacco,  and  snuff, 
which  is  to  be  met  with  on  the  Conti- 
nent, Wesel,  in  the  Grande  Rue,  has 
a  complete  assortment  of  English  sta- 
tionery."— K.  Le  Rover  and  Tingry, 
49,  Rue  des  Allemands,  are  good  che- 
mists.—JT.  5. 

^teara-boati  traverse  the  lake  daily, 
and  make  the  voyage  to  Villeneuve 
and  back  in  BJ  hours  (see  p.  151). 

The  Samparti,  no  longer  of  use  as 
■  fortifications,  and  partly  levelled,  serve 
as  promenades.  Suspension  bridges 
of  iron  wire  have  been  thrown  over 
them,  to  focititate  ingress  and  egress 
between  Che  town  and  surrounding 
country.  The  Bastkm  de  Chanle-Poalel 
des  Bergues  i  t  a  good  point  of  view  to 
see  the  lake  and  Hont  Blanc 

In  the  Cemetery  of  Piain  Pataia,  a 
little  way  beyond  the  Porte  Nonve, 
Sir  Humphry  Davy,  who  died  here  in 
1829,  and  near  to  him  Decandolle,  the 
botanist,  Dumont  and  Pictet,  are 
bnried.  The  site  of  Calvin's  grave  is 
shown  here.     (See  p.  142.) 

In  the  bed  of  the  lake  lie  many  gra- 
nitic boulders,  traDsported  &om  the 
high  Alps.  Two  of  these,  a  short  ^s- 
tance  beyond  the  port  of  Geneva,  and 
a  little  to  the  S.E.  of  the  tovm,  are 
BO  large  as  to  project  above  the  water. 
They  are  caUed  Pierra  de  Niton,  from 
a  tradition  that  sacrifices  were  offered 
upon  them  to  the  god  NeptiKa  by  Iho 
Bbmaus.  Indeed,  instruments  of  sacri- 
fice have  been  found  near  Chan. 
Envinma  of  Geneca. 

OmnSmtes  run  to  Carouge,  Laney, 
and  Feroey  erery  hour,  from  ^e 
Places  de  Bel  Air,  de  Rive,  de  la 
Porte  Neuve,  and  Porte  de  Comavin. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that 


bauks  are  scattered  o 
surrounded  by  gardens,  and  looking 
more  lihe  English  country-houses 
than  any  Co  be  found  in  other  parts  of 
the  ContinenL 

The  rides,  walks,  and  views  in  the 
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vicinity  are  delij^htful,  and  almost  I 
endless ;  but  the  great  charm  of  ever; 
prospect  is  the  Mont  Blanc,  and  ^e 
range  of  Alps  of  Savoj,  when  they  ' 
ddgn  to  show  themselves,  which  they 
do  not,  in  perfect  distinctnesa,  more 
than  60  timea  a  year  on  an  averaBe. 
There  cannot  be  a  more  toiely  sight 
than  that  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  sur- 
rounding  Aiguilles,  tinged  wilh  the 
pink  hue  which  the  departing  aan 
sheds  npon  them  in  certain  states  of 
the  atmosphere. 

a.  The  janction  of  Iht  Ane  irtth  tlie 
Shone  is  worth  visiting,  and  is  best 
seen  either  from  the  tongue  of  land 
between  the  two  rivers,  which  is 
reached  on  foot  over  Ibe  wire  bridge 
to  the  rt.  of  the  Forte  Neuve,  along 
the  L  bank  of  the  Rhone  by  the  ns- 
worita,  or  from  the  groands  (S  a 
country-houae  called  Chatellaine,  or 
Campafne  MatChieu,  on  ^e  rL  bank 
of  the  Rhone,  about  H  m-  beyond  the 
Porte  de  Comavin.  On  the  way  (o  it, 
Les  IMtices,  a  country-boiise  of  Vol- 
taire, is  passed. 

The  Arve,  a  furious  torrent  fed  by 
the  snows  and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc, 
lookalikesriverofmud.  The  pellucid 
blue  waters  of  the  Shone,  driven  on 
one  side  by  the  furious  entrance  of  its 
new  aJly,  for  a  li^ig  time  reiuse  U^  mix 
with  it,  and  the  line  of  aeparafion  be- 
tween the  blue  and  white  water  is 
distinctly  marked.  At  Iraigth  the  Arve 
gains  the  mastery;  and  the  lihone, 
once  polluted,  does  not  recover  its 
purity  before  reaching  the  sea, 

b.  On  the  S.E.  side  of  Gkineva  rises 
the  Moat  Saiene,  a  )ong  lineof  limestone 
precipices,  seeming  to  impend  over  the 
town,  though  it  is,  in  reaUty,  5  m.  oS^ 
and  within  the  Sardiuian  territory. 
Those  who  are  acquunted  with  Edin- 
but^h  may  be  retninded  of  Salisbury 
Crags  in  looking  at  It.  The  S.  side  of 
this  mountain  is  a  gentle  slope, covered 
with  verdant  pasture  and  sprinkled 
with  houses.  Thewholeof  this  vast  in- 
clined plane,  facing  the  Alps,  is  strewli 
over  with  fragments  of  rook  (proto- 
gine),  identical  with  that  of  which  Mont 
Bl&nc  is  composed.  By  what  agency 
they  have  been  transported  hither — a 
distoDce  of  50  m.,  as  the  crow  flies^- 


let  the  geoh^st  explain.  The  largest 
of  these  masses  is  7  ft.  long. 

The  Bommit  of  the  Sal^ve,  more  than 
.1100  ft,  above  the  lake,  is  frequently 
scaled  by  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva, 
who  make  picnic  parties  to  enjoy  the 
view  from  its  summit.  The  shortest 
rood  to  it  is  by  Caronge  and  Vcjrier, 
3  m.;  whence  a  very  steep  path,  prac- 
ticable only  on  foot,  leads  up  a  gap  in 
the  mountain,  partly  formed  by  steps 
cut  in  the  rock,  and  called  Pas  dk 
VEcUne,  to  (he  villaee  of  Monelier 
(pronounced  Monte)  sUm.  Those  who 
cannot  walk  may  reach  Monetier  by  a 
carriage-road,  which  makes  a  detour 
of  8  m.  from  Geneva,  through  the 
beautifol  villi^  of  Momex,  at  the 
back  of  the  mountain.  The  pleasantesi 
way  is  to  be  driven  to  Monetier,  (hence 
to  aacend  the  Petit  or  the  Grand  SalSve 
on  foot,  and  to  desoend  the  Pas  de 
I'Echelle  on  loot  to  Veyrier,  whither 
the  carriage  may  be  sent  round  to  wait 
for  the  party. 

From  Monelier  la  (be  top  is  aboul 
2  m.  The  view  eKtends  S.  up  the 
valley  of  the  Arve  over  the  Mole  to 
Mont  Blanc;  E.  over  a  vast  expanse 
of  the  lake;  H.  to  the  town  of  Geneva, 
the  Rhone,  and  the  Jura  behind;  W. 
the  eye  follows  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone  as  far  as  the  gap  in  the  Jura 
mountain,  through  which  (he  river 
forces  its  way  iato  France. 

c  On  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake,  about 
2  m.  from  Genera,  and  a  little  to  the 
1.  of  the  high  road  to  Tbonon,  is  the 
Gampagae  Diodati,  Lord  Byron's  resi- 
dence in  1816,  where  he  wrote  ^Mon^ 
frod^'  and  the  third  canto  of  '  Childe 
Harold.' 

d.  Femeif,  the  residence  of  Voltwre, 
once  an  object  of  great  attraction  to 
traveller8,issituat«l  within  the  French 
territory,  about  5  m.  N.  of  Geneva,  on 
the  road  to  Paris  bv  Gex,  On  the 
way  thither,  near  Gnuid  Saconnex, 
an  eminence  presents  one  of  the  beat 
points  of  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 

Voltaire  resided  for  nearly  20  years 
at  Femey,  from  1758  to  1777.  He 
may  be  said  to  be  the  founder  of  the 
village,  which,  before  bis  time,  con- 
sisted of  bnt  6  or  S  hovels.  He  col- 
lected indusbriODscoloniBts,  introduced 
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uaeful  maauf^ctures  unong  them,  and 
ioiproved  hU  estate, of  about  900  acrea, 
by  droning,  &c..  besides  building  on  it 
the  C'/idieaa,  which  still  exiati,  but  has 
been  so  much  altered  bj  its  preseot 

Eroprietor,  M.  Griolet,  a  weaver  of 
roadcloth,  the  interior  having  been 
almost  entirely  dismantled,  that  little 
aaie  the  oaler  walls  has  been  left 
standing,  and  nearly  eier;  relic  of 
Tollaife  has  disappeared.  On  the  1. 
hand,  as  jou  enter  the  gaMs,  stands 
the  C/iurcA,  originall;  inscribed  with 
the  words  "  IJeo  erexit  Voltaire." 
The  Theatre  stood  opposite,  in  which 
his  own  tragedies  were  acted  bj  ama- 
teurs, but  it  has  been  pulled  down. 
The  Chateau  is  rather  handsome,  and 
before  the  recent  alterations  two  rooms 
ware  preserved  nearly  io  the  slate  in 
which  Voltaire  left  them.  The  fomi- 
tore  was  fiuiled  by  time,  and  decajied, 
principally  through  the  depredations 
of  mischievous  relic-hunting  visitors. 
The  curtains  of  his  bed  were  reduced 
to  one-third  of  their  original  length  by 
such  thefts ;  and  if  the  practice  had  been 
eoBtraued  would  soonhavedisappeared 
alti^ther.  On  the  walls  of  his  bed- 
room hung  some  bad  prints,  but  se.- 
lected  Mid  placed  there  b^  himself; 
aoA  worse  paintings  of  his  friends, 
Frederick  lie  Great  (a  present  from 
that  king),  Le  Kain  the  actor,  Cathe- 
rine II.  of  Russia  (executed  in  needle- 
work by  her  own  band),  and  Uadame 
de  Chitelet.  The  Russian  Empress, 
it  will  be  remembered,  sen  t  an  embassy 
from  St.  Petersburg  to  Femej  to  com- 
pliment the  Nestor  of  poets.  On  one 
side  of  the  room  was  a  moaianent  of 
Biirtlienware — almost  the  only  relic 
sUU  remaining  here — intended  to  hold 
hisheart,  which  was  removed  lo  Paris 
by  the  French.  It  was  inscribed, 
"Mesminesaontcousolcspuisqnemoo 
c<enr  est  an  milieu  de  vous."  It  was 
set  up  by  his  adopted  daughter,  the 
Marquise  de  Villette,  andbore  a  strong 
resemblance  to  a  German  stOTC.  By 
the  side  of  it  hong  portraits  of  his 
seamstress,  of  the  Savoyard  boy,  his 
servant,  and  of  Tope  Ganganelli.  In 
the  ante-room  was  a  singular  picture, 
painted  by  some  artist  of  signpost 
capacity,  but 


,   designed  by  Vtdlaire 


ipy  of  the  'Henriade.'  On 
the  opposite  ude  the  same  Voltaire 
was  seen  conducted  in  triumph  by  the 
Muses  to  the  temple  of  Memory,  while 
his  enemies  and  detractors,  prostrated 
before  him,  writhed  in  torments  be- 
neath his  feet. 

The  situation  of  Terney  is  charm- 
ing, in  full  view  of  the  lalie  and  of 
Mont  Blanc;  hut  excepting  those  of 
the  Library  the  windows  of  the  house 
are  turned  directly  away  from  the 
landscape.  In  the  garden  is  a  long 
Ijerceau  walk,  closely  arched  over  with 
clipped  horn-beam — averdant  cloist«r, 
with  gaps  cat  in  it  here  and  there,  ad- 
mittiiu;  a  glimpse  of  the  prospect. 
Here  he  used  to  walk  up  and  down, 
and  dictate  to  his  secretary.  Among 
the  trees  of  the  grove  round  the  house 
is  an  elm  planted  by  his  own  hand  in 
1.763:  it  was  struck  by  lightning  in 
1824.  The  old  gardener  of  Voltaire, 
who  was  living  till  1845,  related  some 
curious  particulars  of  bis  master.  He 
was  always  addressed  by  the  peimle 
of  the  village  as  "  Monseigneur.  He 
drove  out  every  day  in  a  gilt  coach, 
drawn  by  4  horses;  and  he  was  a  ter- 
ror to  all  the  little  boys  he  met  in  his 

e.  PeHe  du  iM^ne.— For  travellers 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the  rout« 
from  Lyons  to  Geneva,  the  excursion 
to  the  Ferte  du  Rhone  at  Bcllegarde, 
on  the  French  frontier,  may  be  recom- 
mended. The  distance  is  about  IS  m., 
and  by  starting  eariy  it  may  easily  be 


to  the  W.,  and  skirts  the  base  of  the 
Jura  to  Collonges.    A  little  beyond 

(his  village  you  enter 

The  lofty  Vuache  on  the  side  of 
Savoy,  and  Ihe  huge  mass  of  the  high- 
est part  of  ^e  Jura  chain,  slope  pre- 
cipitously down  to  the  torrent  ot^the 
Rhone..  The  road  hangs  midway  in 
this  prodigious  passage;  and  the  cel»- 
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brsted  Jbrt  dt  I'Eeliae,  the  fortreas 
which  gives  its  uune  to  the  pass,  com- 
mandB  this  enlisace  of  France.  In- 
finite labour  itnd  expense  have  bean 
used  by  liie  French  government  to 
strengtliea  this  position.  Additional 
batteries  have  been  hewn  in  the  rock 
above  the  lower  fortress,  and  these 
conunanicate  with  the  guard-roomB 
below  b;  a  broad  stair-caae,  more  than 
lOO  feet  in  height,  hewn  inaide  the 
solid  monntaio.  Leave  may  Bometimes 
be  obtained  from  the  governor  to  view 
the  fortress!  but  at  any  rate  the  road 
posses  through  it,  and  enables  the  tra- 
veller to  see  something  of  its  remark- 
able defences.  From  CoJIouges  to 
Bellegarde  {H6M  de  la  Poate)  the  road 
sweeps  along  the  wild  gorge  through 
which  the  Rhone  poors.  At  Belte- 
earde  it  croeses  Uie  narrow  and  rocky 
bed  of  the  Valserine.  The  traveller 
will  walk  from  the  inn  to  the  Perte 
du  Rhone  (f  of  a  mile);  he  will  find 
plenty  of  squalid  guides  to  show  him 
the  spot  where  Hie  river,  which  he  has  i 
accompanied  from  tbe  clear  cistern  of 
its  waters  through  the  rough  moontain 
pass,  plunges  at  once  bsieath  an  ao- 
cnmnlation  of  bro1i«i  rocks  which  have 
Ulen  EVom  above  and  covered  its  bed 
from  side  to  side.  When  tbe  waters 
are  tolerably  low,  as  in  the  spring  or 
winter,  the  whole  river  is  absorbea  for 
a  distance  of  120  yards;  hut  the  Sar- 
dinian government,  to  fiuilitate  the 
floatage  of  timber,  Sen,,  has  blown  up 
B  considerable  portion  of  the  covering 
rocks  and  laid  bare  the  channef 
The  bed  of  the  VaUeriae  is  more  pic- 
taresqne,  and  scarcely  less  curious  than 
the  Perte.  It  is  also  deeply  cut  in  the 
rock,  but  not  so  deep  as  the  bed  of  the 
Rhone,  consequently  has  to  make  a 
leap  to  join  it.  At  the  junction  are 
some  very  picturesque  milla  {Moulin 
de  Mimel),  one  of  which  was  nearly 
annihilated  by  a  falling  rock,  1S44. 
It  is  worth  while  to  descend  from  the 
garden  of  the  ion  into  the  worn  chan- 
nel of  this  tittle  river,  which  is  almost 
dry  in  snmmer  time,  except  where  a 
mnlet  of  its  water  burrows  into  the 
clefts  and  fantastic  bends  of  the  cal- 
careous rock, 
li  Anodter  pleasant 
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be  made  to  D'lvonne,  where  the  river 
Yersoix  takes  its  rise  in  a  pretty  grotto 
at  the  foot  of  the  Jara;  and  people  go 
to  eat  the  small  delicate  trout  which 
are  taken  in  it.  The  view  from  the 
terrace  of  the  Ch&teau  d^Ivoune  is  rerv 
fine.  The  best  roitd  to  go  is  by  Copp 
and  Celigny  (where  the  wt ' 
should  also  be  visited),  and  to  reram 
by  Femey.  The  distance  from  Geneva 
to  D'lvoune  is  about  B  m. 

Clajnovni  and  Lake  Lemon  may  be 
explored  in  4  days  from  Geneva — thus, 
Ist,  by  early  steamer  to  Lausanne  Or 
Vevay — by  2nd  steamer  on  to  Chillon 
— in  theeveningbv  the  Milan  diligence 
to  Martiguy ;  ind,  by  the  Tele  Noire 
orColdeBalmtoChBmouni(R  Hi); 
3rd,  at  Chamouni ;  4th,  back  to  Geneva. 


Laie  Lemon,  in  a  Calni. 


Sull'tfi," 


Tint  I  with   Horn  dollghU  •Lould  ii'cr  hin 

Mdlairsd  tnd  iniiijled.  TPtdliUnrtW  Htn, 
Save  dukend  Jan.  kIiiih  upt   halfhu 

Tbers  bKtlhn  >  living  tn^aca  I'nm  the 
or  flowen  yet  lV«h  •  Ilh  cbjldhood ;  Dn  Ihe 


Atl  HtenTly  thsiT  rfB»  of  love  jfdUl, 

Lakt  Lemon,  in  a  Storm. 
'  Thj  ikj  ll  chulged  I  —  mnd  jucli  >  cl 

Yet  lo.cly'to  jirar  ttienjth  u  ii  Ihe 
Oridukerelnwsmul    Kudong, 


EOUTE  55. — THE  LAKE  OF  GENEVA.. 


Sect  I. 


krsest  lake  in  Swit/erlaad,  being  5d 
m.  long,  measured  close  to  its  N.  shore, 
and  atM>ut  40  m.  along  its  S.  bank ;  it 
is  6  m.  wide  nt  tha  broadest  part  (be- 
iitrivin   Bolle  and    Thonon),    and  its 


depth  (between  Evi 

■     "■-  '^      '-S  watei 

Tory  in  one  vear  more  than  50  inehes. 


i  often 


luch^)  is  900  ft. 

nry  in  one  vear  mo 
being  uBually  lowest  ii 
between  January  and  April,  and 
highest  in  Aoguat  and  part  of  July 
aid  Beptember,  owing  to  the  snppliea 
then  derived  from  the  melting  buows 
and  glaciers.  Besides  these  periodical 
voriatJODS,  theL^eis  subject  toother 
more  arbitrarychanges  of  level,  called 
seiches.  This  phenomenon  cooalatfl  ot 
a.  sudden  rise  and  fall  of  the  water  in 
particular  yarta  of  the  lalte,  indepen- 
dently of  the  agency  of  the  wind  or  of 
any  other  apparent  cause.  It  is  m<jst 
common  in  the  vicinity  of  Geneva. 
During  these  oscillations  the  waters 
sometimes  rise  5  ft.,  though  tbe  usiwl 
increase  is  not  more  than  2 ;  it  never 
lasts  Itmger  than  25  minutes,  but  it  is 
generally  less.  The  cause  of  tbese 
sMches  has  not  been  explained  with 
certainty,  but  it  is  believed  to  depend 
upon  the  unequal  pressure  of  the  at- 
mosphere upon  diflermt  parts  of  tbe 
aurfaoe  of  the  lake ;  and  they  are  ob- 
served to  occur  moat  commonly  when 
the  clouds  are  heavy  and  low.  Tbe 
lake  never  freezes  over  entirely,  owing 
■  depth;  "--^ -- 


;  lowE 


nity  ii 


The  Lake  of  Geneva,  called  by  the 
Romans  Lacua  Lcmanus,  has  nearly 
the  shape  of  a  half-moon,  its  homa 
being  turned  towarda  tbe  S.    It  is  tbe 


The  sand  and  mud  brought 
down  by  tbe  Rhone  and  deposited 
around  its  mouth  have  caused  consid- 
erable encroachments  upon  its  upper 
extremity ;  even  within  the  records  of 
history  PorleVaUaia  stood  on  its  mar- 
gin, and  its  basin  is  reported  to  have 
originally  extended  upwards  as  far  as 

Bex- 

"Mon  lac  est  le  premier,"  are  the 
words  in  which  Voltaire  has  Taunted 
the  beauties  of  ^e  lAke  of  OeneTsj 
and  it  mast  be  ocolessed  that,  though 
it  wants  the  gloomy  sublimity  f  we 
Bay  of  Uri  and  the  sunny  softDess  of 
the  IlaJian  takes,  with  their  olive  and 
citron  groves,  it  has  high  claims  to 
admiration.  It  also  possesses  great 
variety  of  scenery.    The  »ine.coT«red 


6. — OENEVA  TO  HASnaHY. 


slopes  of  Yuid  contrast  well  with  the 


ting  an  exquisite  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
whose  BQOwy  eummit,  though  60  m. 
distAot,  is  oRea  reflected  in  its  waten. 


Itl  Eltui  depth  ytcldi  orthcii  hr  hrf^t  ud 

At  ita  E.  or  upper  eitremitj  it  extends 
to  the  Terv  blue  of  the  nigh  Alps, 
which  by  their  close  vicinity  pive  ita 
■cenery  b  char&cter  of  increased  mag- 
nificence. 


CTSifl  of  the  Me£lerruiean. 

Among  the  fi^  of  the  lake  tronts 
are  rare;  (he  Lotte,  on  which  Rous- 
seau's Julie  makes  her  last  repast,  is 
described  as  "  nne  esp^ce  de  barbeau 
asses  fade,  pen  cher,  et  commnn." 

Steamboats. — Sieamera  leaie  Geneia 
and  VilleaeuTe,  at  the  two  extremities 
of  the  lake,  at  8  A.M.,  and  2j  p.m. 
The;  make  the  ,royage  from  one  end 
to  the  other  in  about  4i  hours.  The 
iteamen  do  not  taie  carriagea.  They 
stop  to  land  and  receive  passengers  at 
Coppet,  Njon,  BoUe,  Morges,  Ouohy 
(Oie  port  of  Lauaanne),  Vevay,  and 
Villeneuve  —  all  situated  on  the  N. 
ihore  of  the  lake,  aod  described  in  the 
next  route.  There  is  no  direct  water- 
conmiunication  between  Geneva  and 
the  towns  on  the  8.  (Savoyard)  side 
of  the  lake,  described  in  Konte  57. 


26t  leagues  =  80  £ng.  m. 

This  is  a  post-road,  lolerably  sup- 
plied with  post-horses,  the  charges 
being  the  same  as  in  France,  viz.,  1  fr. 
50  c.  for  each  horse  per  post,  and 
75  c.  to  the  postilion  )  for  every  per- 
son in  the  carriage  above  the  number 
of  hursea  l>fr.  is  charged.  The  poet- 
boys  expect  40  sous  a  post.  }  5. 

Diliiiaicei  go  twice  a-day  to  X«u- 
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sanne,  and  daily  to  Hartigny.  A 
voiturier  wiU  uVe  about  6i  hra.  to 
Lausaone,  exclusive  of  stoppages. 
The  tolls  at  each  post  are  heavy. 

N.B.  The  road  by  the  S.  shore  of 
(he  hJte  (Rle.  57)  to  St.  Maurice  is 
6J  leagues  shorter  than  this  by  Lau- 

Tbe  neater  part  of  the  first  stage 
out  of  Geneva  lies  amoiu'  villas  and 
pleasure  grounds  not  uimke  English 
country-seats.  Few  spots  in  Haropir 
present  so  many  admirable  sites  Rir 
a  dwelling  as  the  shores  of  I^ke 
Leman  in  full  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 
After  a  mile  or  two  Mont  Blanc  is 
hid  behind  the  intervening  mountains 
of  Voirons,  and  does  not  reappear 
until  near  Nyon. 


longed  to  France.  The  Duke  i 
Choiseul,  minister  of  Louis  XV.,  irri- 
tated with  some  proceedings  of  the 
inhabilanis  of  Geneva,  proposed  to 
raise  a  rival  city  at  Versaix  which 
should  deprive  Geneva  of  its  trade. 
A  pier  was  projected  into  the  lake,  to 
form  a  port,  a  grand  place  was  laid 
down,  and  streets  running  at  right 
angles  were  marked  out ;  but  beyond 
this  the  i^an  was  never  carried  into 
execution.     Hence  the  verses  of  Vol' 


t  Of 
of   Geneva   into   that   of 
Vaud. 

Ij  Coppet— (/nn  .-  Ange)— a  small 
vUlage  of  600  Iidiah.,  only  remarkable 
for  3ie  Chdtemi,  immediately  behind 
it,  but  so  placed  as  to  command  no 
view  of  (he  take.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Madame  de  Stael  Vemet 
It  is  a  plain  edifice,  forming  Ibree 
sides  of  a  square,  the  front  towards 
the  lake  being  flanked  with  a  tower 
at  each  end.  It  was  the  residence  of 
Madame  de  Stael  the  author,  as  well 
as  of  her  father,  the  French  minister 
Nccker.  There  are  portraits  of  her 
by  Dacid,  of  her  parents  M.  and  Ma- 
dame Neoker,  and  a  marble  bust  of 
M.  Bocca,  Madame  de  Stael's  second 
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Sect.  I. 


husband.  One  room  is  poiilted  out  as 
the  stud;  in  which  the  author  of  Co- 
rinne  composed  man;  of  her  works. 
Her  inkstood  and  desk  are  atiU  pre- 
served.  The  grounds  are  traversed 
by  shady  walks;  and  a  clump  of  trees 
surrounded  by  b  wail,  in  a  field  a  little 
to  the  W.  of  the  house,  shrouds  from 
Tiew  a  sort  of  chapel  in  which  Necker 
and  his  daughter  are  buried. 

14  Nyon  (/nn.-  Conronne ;  not 
good),  a  town  of  2682  Inhab.,  stands 
on  a  height ;  but  its  suburbs,  through 
ivhich  the  high  road  runs,  extend 
down  to  the  lake.  It  was  the  Roman 
Novidunum. 

An  excellent  carriage-road  ascends 
the  Jura  from  this  in  zigssgs  to  St 
CerBues  (Rte.  53.)  From  the  top  of 
the  D6le,  on  the  1.  of  this  road,  and 
15  m.  from  Nyon,  there  is  an  exqui- 
site view  (see  p.  139). 

2J  Rolle.  (ftm;  T^te  Noire,  small 
and  not  first  rate.)  The  hills  around 
this  village  are  covered  with  vine- 
yards, producing  a  tolerable  wine. 
One  of  the  best  Vaudois  wines  is 
grown  on  the  slope  between  Rolle  and 
Aubonnc,  called  La  C6te. 

On  the  opposite  shore  of  the  lake  is 
discerned  the  Gulf  of  Thonon,  and 
the  snowy  head  of  Mont  IHanc  peer- 
ing over  the  mountains  of  the  ChaJlus, 
is  visible  all  the  way  from  Monies  to 
Geneva.  A  little  farther  on  the  rocks 
of  Meillerie  and  the  entrance  of  the 
Vallais  appear. 

Merges.  (  Inn :  La  Couronne.  ) 
Close  to  the  small  port  of  this  little 
town  of  2800  Inhab.  rises  the  old 
Castle  of  Wnffens,  distinguished  by  its 
tall  white  square  donjon  anfl  group 
of  minor  turrets,  built  of  brick,  with 
deep  machicolations.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  built  by  Queen  Bertha  in  the 
lOlh  cent.    It  is  well  preserved  and 


highly    picturesque 
stage  the  river  Veni 


the 


seated  on  sloping  hills  and 
mounted  by  its  cathedral  and  castle, 
is  pleasing.  Between  it  and  the  lake, 
at  the  distance  of  4  m.,  stands  the 
suburb  or  viLaee  of  Ouchy,  which 
may  be  termed  the  port  of  Lausanne, 
(/nn.'  Ancre,  at  the  water-aide,  ver; 


good  and  dieap.  The  obliging  latid- 
lady  is  English.  FamiUea  may  live 
here  en  peniiim  at  fbe  rata  of  80  or 
40  fr.  a-week  each  person.)  Lord 
Byron  wrote  the  Prisoner  of  Chillon 
in  this  little  inn,  in  the  short  space  of 
tao  dags,  during  which  he  was  detiuned 
bere  by  bad  weather,  June,  1816  : 
"  thus  adding  one  more  deathless  as- 
sociation to  the  already  immortalized 
localities  of  the  lake."  Onrnilmsea  ply 
between  Ouchy  and  Lausanne — mre 
^  fr.  or  1  fr.  with  luggage. 

Traversing  the  shady  Pmmenada  of 
Moathenon,  renowned  for  its  fine  pro- 

2}  LicsANNE.  {/nils:  H6tel  Gib- 
bon, large  and  good;  table-dliote  at 
1,  5,  and  8  P.M.  N.B.— In  1851  an 
Englishman  was  charged  j  fr.  for 
eveiUage,  waking  in  the  morning  I 
See  Times,  Aug.  5.  Faucon,  exceUent 
and  more  quiet:  Bellevue,  quiet,  rea- 
sonable, well  kept  and  finely  situated, 
with  an  open  country  view.)  Lan- 
SBone,  capital  of  the  canton  Taud, 
contains  16,000  Inhab.  The  Pays  de 
Vaud  (Germ.  Waadlland)  was  ori- 
ginally  sulgect  to  tETe  Dukes  of  Savoy, 
but,  having  been  conquered  by  the 
Bomese,   remained  tributary   t'   '■'-- 


spublic  for  2j  centuries,  until  1798, 
hen  it  purchased  its  own  indepen- 
dence.   The  town  stands  on  the  lowc 


slope  of  the  Mont  Jorat,  which  sinks 
gradually  down  to  the  lake,  but  is  in- 
tersected, by  several  ravines,  giving  it 
the  form  of  distinct  eminences.  From 
this  cause  the  old  streets  ranging  over 
broken  ground  are  a  series  of  nps  and 
downs:  many  are  very  sleep.  A 
causeiray  and  viaduct,  called  from  its 
buOdcr  Pont  Prechard,  have  been  made 
to  span  the  valley  from  the  front  of 
the  H^tel  Gibbon,  and  a  winding  road, 
carried  on  a  level  along  iM  E.  bank, 
renders  the  centre  of  the  town  and 
cathedral  much  more  accessible  than 
formerly.  The  older  streets  are  mostly 
narrow  and  not  very  clean,  and  few  of 
the  houses  stand  on  (he  same  level. 
A  very  good  point  of  vi 
Te-Toee  of  iht   r-'' - 

foot  of  the  flight  oi       ,.      .      _„ 

from  the  market-piace  ask  for  (he  keys 
of  the  door,  kept  at  the  sexton's  house. 
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No.  6.  The  Cathedral,  &  Terj  exIeD- 
fiive  building,  and  intem&llT  ihe  finest 
Gothic  church  in  SwilBerland,  "  was 
founded  a.d.  1000,  ajid  gome  tncea  of 
the  original  edifice  ma;  be  noticed  in 
th«  eroined  arches  behind  the  altar. 
With  this  esceplion  the  building  datea 
from  1275.  The  inlerior  is  lingular 
in  its  oonstruclion,  and  very  beauliful, 
though  modem  arrangemeuts  bare 
clusd  the  choir — removed  the  staUa — 
in  Si  manner  incongruous  with  all 
precedent.  Upon  entering  the  W. 
door,  two  piers  are  seen  on  the  rt. 
and  L,  each  consisting  of  a  thick  oen- 
tral  culamn.  aurrounded  by  six  dis- 
tinct and  detached  columns  of  the 
game  height  bat  smaller  diameter. 
£acb  of  these  piers  is  sorrounded  by 
another,  which  would  altogether  re- 
semble its  subordinate,  iF  a  waU  pro- 
jecting ^m  the  side  did  not  take  the 
place  of  one  of  the  smaller  columns  ; 
— these  groups  of  colonms  stand  at  the 
an^ee  of  a  porch  of  four  arches,  the 
aingtilarity  and  beauty  of  which  are 
greatly  increased  by  two  apses  which 
u«  attached  to  it  on  the  N.  and  S. 
■ides.  Beyond  this  is  another  porch, 
in  which  the  vaulting,  ribs,  and  arch 
mouldings  are  most  beautifully  sup- 
ported by  a  series  of  detached  slender 
columns.  On  entering  the  nave,  2 
wide  arches  are  seen  on  the  right  and 
on  the  left ;  and  these  are  succeeded, 
on  each  side,  by  6  aarn>wer  arches, 
the  arranKment  of  which  is  so  peou' 
liar,  that  mey  suggest  the  idea  of  their 
having  been  experiments  in  architec- 
tural construction  during  the  transi- 
tion period.  They  are  thus  described 
by  Mr.  Willis  : — '  Bach  alternate  pier 
consists  of  1  'i  parts,  or  shafts — namclj, 
3  on  each  &ce  for  the  vaulting  of  the 
nave  and  side  aisles  respectively,  and 
3  tor  the  pier  arches.  But  of  ^e  in- 
terposed ones,  the  first  has  coupled 
columns  for  the  pier  aroli,  and  a  lateral 
sub-shaft  far  its  sub-arcb  ;  the  nest 
has  a  sinrie  round  sha^  for  the  pier 
arch,  and  a  stout  detached  shaft  in 
&ont  of  it,  whicii,  running  up  to  the 
roo^  carries  8  vaulting  ribs  in  a  group 


,  round  abacus ; 


nest,  with 


porting  the  simple  rib  of  a  six-partite 
vault,  of  which  this  is  the  onlv  com- 
partment, the  rest  of  the  nave  having 
quadri-partite  vaults.'^  The  circular 
upse,  at  the  eastern  end,  is  singular 
and  complete,  both  as  a  continuation 
of  the  nave  and  of  the  aisles.  The 
Trifbrium  Gallery  is  carried  conti- 
nuously along  the  save,  the  transept, 
and  the  apse  t  above  it  is  a  second 
gallery,  eaually  complete,  hut  it  is 
arranged  m  compartments  of  triple 
arches,  for  the  pnrpose  of  enabling  it 
to  conform  to  the  openings  of  the 
windows.  Within  the  central  Tower, 
but  at  a  higher  level,  are  3  similar 
galleries,  equally  complete.  At  the 
eastern  sides  of  the  transept  are  3 
compartments,  which  fiH'm,  as  it  were, 
2  aisles  lo  that  part  of  the  building-,— 
the  walls  of  these,  as  well  as  orthe 
side  aisles  and  the  apsidal  aisles,  are 
lined  tiiruughont  with  a  suocession  of 
low  columns  supporting  tre&il  or 
quatrefoil  arches. "—/:  i. 

Among  the  monuments  within  the 
church  are  a  mailed  effigy  of  Otho  of 
Granson,  whose  anoeslor.  Otto  de 
GraudesoD,  held  several  important 
□ffioes  in  England,  under  Henry  m. 
and  Edward  I.  ;  and  the  tomb  of 
Vietor  Amedeus  VIIL  (Voltaire's 
"  Bizarre  Amedee"),  who  was  Duke 
of  Savoy,  Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  Pope 
under  the  title  of  Felix  V.,  but  re- 
signed in  succession  all  these  dignities, 
preferring  to  end  his  days  as  a  monk 
m  the  convent  of  Rip»lfe,  on  the  op- 
posite Bh<»e  of  the  lake.  It  is  much 
mutilated.  The  monument  o!  Mrs. 
Stratfbrd  Canning,  a  vase  with  a  bas- 
relief,  by  BarloliTit  (not  by  Canova,  as 
most  guide  books  hare  it),  is  poor  and 
not  in  good  taste.  Here  also  is  interred 
the  venerated  Bernard  de  Menthon, 
founder  of  the  Hospice  of  the  Great 
St   Bernard,  which  is  named  after 

On  another  platform,  a  little  war 
behind  the  Terrace  of  the  Cathedral, 
stands  tlm  Cattlt,  a  picturesque,  mas- 
sive square  tower  with  i  turrets  at 
the  angles.  It  was  originally  the  ra- 
sidenoe  of  the  Kshops  of  I^usaime, 
bnt  is  DOW  the  eonncil^house  of  the 
canton, 

b8 
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lAUB&DDe  pooseues  a  College, 
fODiMled  15S7,  and  a  Cantonal  MutBam, 
in  which  are  some  object*  of  inleregC, 
— SDch  as  a  coUection  of  minerala 
from  Bex  sail  a  model  of  the  »al(- 
Dunes  there.  It  ie  not  deficirat  in 
the  other  braoches  of  uatarai  history. 
A  specimen  of  the  ailurui  glauis,  one 
of  the  hiiveBt  fresh-water  fishes,  come 
from  the  hke  of  MoraC.  Maay  anti- 
quitiea  discovered  wi^in  the  canton, 
•t  Aienticum,  and  on  the  borders  oi 
the  I^e  LcDiaii,  are  preserved  here. 
r4e  hmae  of  G.Mob,  in  which  he 
completed  the  Historv  of  Rome,  was 
in  the  lower  part  of  (he  town,  behind 
the  church  of  St.  Francis,  and  on  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  down  I 
Ouobj.  Both  it  and  the  gardm  hai 
been  entirelv  chan^fed.  The  wall  of 
the  Hotel  Gibbon  occupies  the  site  of 
his  Biinimer-hoiue,  and  the  bernfm 
walk  has  been  destroyed  to  make 
room  fbr  the  garden  of  the  hotel,  but 
the  terrace   oTerlooluoi;  the  lake,  a 

"It  was  on  (he  d»,  or  rather  the 
night,  of  the  aTth  of  June,  1T8T,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  11  and  L2,  that  I 
wrote  the  last  line  of  the  last  page 
in  a  summer-house  in  my  garden. 
After  laying  down  my  pen  I  took 
several  turns  m  a  bercuau,  or  covered 
walk  of  acacias,  which  commands  a 
prospect  of  the  country,  the  lake,  and 


the  I 


The  i 


e,  the  si 


perate,  the  sky  was 
orb  of  the  moon  was  reflected  from 
the  waves,  and  all  nature  was  silent." 
eobon'a  Lift. 

"  Much  had  been  done  within  the 
lut  15  years  by  the  canton  of  Vaud 
to  improve  the  institutioita  of  this 
little  stalf  which  the  late  revolutions 
have  tended  to  destroy.  The  Fimi- 
ttntian/,  Priion,  and  Normal  Salwol 
may  interest  some  travellers." — I/.  S. 

The  English  dmrch  service  ia  per- 
fonned  every  Sunday  in  the  Chapelle 
do  Culte,  but  an  English  chapel  has 
been  built.  The  Lutheran  service  is 
also  performed  In  the  same  building 
in  the  course  of  the  day. 

M.B. — A  Sardinian  minister  resides 


of  Sardinia-     The  omission  of  this 

may  lead  to  detention.    Charge  2  fi-. 

The  Fott  uid  DUigmoe-opict  ia  in 
the  Place  SL  Franijois,  near  the  church. 
Omtabiu  to  Tverdun— in  the  afternoon 
to  Vevay.      DUigencn   i 


>rfroc 


o  Vevay  and 
le,  to  Geneva,  to  Neo- 
chatel,  and  to  Bale.  The  office  for 
poat-horats  is  in  the  Bue  Martheray, 
No.  57. 

N3.  Poating  (^  5)  b^jins  at  Lan- 
sanne,  and  continues  oter  the  Am- 
nion into  Italy,  and  by  Geneva  into 

Stemn'boala  touch  at  Ouchy,  the 
suburb  of  Lausanne,  at  the  water-aide, 
twice  a-daj,  on  their  way  to  either 
extronity  i^  the  lake.  Oamibusea 
convey  Uavellers  to  and  fro. 

The  neighhoorhood  of  Lausanne  is 
anrivalled  for  the  number  and  beauty 
of  the  walks  which  it  presents.  Par- 
tial and  pleawng  glimpses  of  the  lak« 
are  obtained  from  the  ten-acei  within 
the  town,  and  from  that  of  Montbenou, 
just  outmde  the  walls,  on  the  way  to 
Geneva  ;  but  far  more  extensive  and 
i>eautiful  prospea^  are  presented  &om 
the  heights  above  it.  The  best  spot 
for  an  extensive  survey  is  the  elevated 

Elatform  called  the  Signai,  accessible 
y  a  carriage  road.  Near  i(  is  the 
extensive  forest  of  SauvabeUin  (Silva 
Beliui),  in  which  it  is  said  the  Druids 
once  worshipped  the  god  Bel,  and 
thence  its  name.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  oountir-seald  in  the  vi- 
cinity ;  that  of  Vamanl  is  highly 
prused  j  its  grounds  hare  the  charac- 
ter of  an  English  park,  with  the  Alne 
and  the  lake  in  addition.  Cooper,  the 
Americsn  novelist,  thus  describes  lh« 
view  from  the  heights  above  Lau- 
sanne : — ■"  The  form  of  the  lake  pre- 
vents an  entire  view  of  it  &oin  any 
single  spot.  One  is  as  well  placed  at 
Lausanne  as  at  any  other  spot  perhapa 
for  such  a  purpose ;  but  even  there 
the  W.  end  of  the  sheet  is  quite  con- 
cealed by  the  curvature.  If  the  foot 
of  the  lake  is  hid  from  the  eye,  its 
head,  on  the  contrary,  liea  open  b^re 
the  spectator,  and  it  offers  one  of  the 
grandest  landscapes  of  this  the  noblest 
of  all  earthly  regtons.    In  tiiM  dirao- 
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tion  the  mauntains  of  Satoy  rise  like 
rampartB,  uid  Che  relley  of  the  Khone 
retirea  in  the  distance  nntil  it  ie  loBt 
in  the  suWimity  of  mjatery  (?). 
Whichever  way  tbe  eve  wanders  over 
tike  wide  range  of  hlU-sides,  vill^es, 
vineyards,  mountain  9,.  uid  Ui  ~ 


Z"-. 


which  on  the  whole  offers  i 
licest  combinations  of  the 


leof 

ezreat 

and  the  eoohaatin?  in  aceneir  of  any 

6 'ace  within  my  knowledge.  Moat 
lane  is  not  visiUe  frnm  the  Bienal, 
but  may  be  seen  firom  the  lop  ttf  the 
Jorat,  on  the  road  to  Berne. 

About  2  m.  oat  of  Lausanne,  beyond 
(he  Calvaire,  on  the  Berne  road,  is 
the  Cemettrif  of  Fterre  de  Plata.  John 
Philip  Kemble,  the  tragedian,  is  bu~ 
ried  within  it.  "  His  tomb  is  a  plain 
flat  Blab,  one  of  9  or  10  in  a  row,  all 
liglish  graves.  The  house  where  he 
died  is  called  Bam  Site;  the  planta- 
tions were  all  laid  out  by  himself." — 
H.M.  

The  road  to  Vevay  rans  along  tbe 
slope  of  the  Jorat,  here  covered  with 
vineyards  (Lavaux),  indnstrioualy  ler- 
Taced  high  np  the  hills  extending  to 
Vevay.  It  conlinuea  in  view  of  the 
lake,  and  is  improved  by  levelling  and 
widening,  though  at  times  narrow, 
and  parUy  enclosed  between  the  walls 
of  vineyards,  rendering  it  very  hot  in 
summer,  being  unsheltered  by  trees. 
Near  Vevay,  uie  gorge  of  the  Rhone 
iqipeara  hi  sight,  overlooked  by  the 
■nowy  peaks  of  the  Dent  de  Midi. 

rt.  At  PiiUy  an  inferior  sort  of  coal, 
abounding  in  sulphur,  is  dug  &om  a 
mine  in  ue  hill-side. 

3{  •  Fmay.  /nn ;  Trois  Couronnes, 
kept  by  Monnet;  close  to  the  lake:— 
the  best  Inn  in  Switserland,  comfort- 
aUe  and  idean ;  a  very  large  bonse 
and  a  civil  landlord ;  readinf-room 
well  snpplied  with  papers:  charges 
not  out  of  proportion  with  the  comfort. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
places  in  Switzerlaiid.  From  OcL  1 
to  June  1  you  may  live  here  mode- 
rately «»  pennon. 

Vevay  (Germ.  Vivis,  the  Roman 
VibJaoum)  is  the  second  town  in  can- 


ton Vaud,  and  has  4723  Inhab.  It  is 
principally  distineuished  for  the  ex- 
ceeding beauty  of  its  situation,  at  tbe 
month  of  the  gorge  of  the  Veveyse, 
on  tbe  margin  of  Uie  Lake  Leman,  at 
a  point  where  the  scenery  of  its  banks 
is  perhaps  most  beautifuL  The  writ- 
ings of  Kousseau  have  contributed 
not  a  little  lo  its  celebrity  in  this 
respect.  He  says  in  bis  Confessions— 
"  J'allai  I  Vevay  loger  i.  la  clef,  et 
pendant  denz  jours  que  j'y  restai  saos 
»<«r  personne,  je  pris  poUr  cetto  viUe 

voyages,  et  qui  m'y  a  tait  etablir  enfin 
les  faeros  de  mon  roman.  Je  dirai 
voloDtiers  it  ceux  qui  ont  du  gout  et 
qui  sont  sensibles.  Allez  i  Vevay,  vi- 
sitez  le  pays,  examiaez  les  sil«s,  pro- 
menei  vous  sur  Ie  lac,  et  diles  si  la 
nature  n'a  pas  fait  ce  beau  pays  pour 
une  Julie,  ponr  nne  Claire,  et  poor 
nn  Saint  Prenz;  mais  ne  lea  y  cher- 
cbei  pas." 

From  the  little  terrace  at  the  end 
of  the  market-place,  or  f^om  the  roof 
of  the  Troia  Couronnes,  or,  better 
still,  from  the  villa  called  Hauleville, 
about  2  m.  above  Vevay,  the  eve  sur- 
veys  on  the  £.  the  vill^e  of  Clarens, 
Montreux,  Cbilloni  beyond  it  Ville- 
neuve  and  the  gorge  of  the  Rhone, 
backed  by  the  gigantic  Alps  of  the 
Vallais,  the  Bent  de  Midi,  and  Pain 
de  Sucre  (neighbours  of  the  Qrest 
St.  Bernard);  while  on  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  lake  rise  the  rocks  of 
Meillerie,  surmounted  bv  the  peaks 
of  the  Dent  d'Oche,  and  the  vilbee 
of  St  Gingough,  at  the  foot  of  the 

In  the  Ch.  of  St.  Jfa^tin,  a  little 
above  the  town,  situated  amidst  trees 
and  vineyards,  and  used  only  in  sum- 
mer (date  143B),  Ludlow  the  regicide 
is  buried,  as  w^  as  Broughton,  who 
read  the  sentence  of  death  to  Charles  I. 
Tbey  died  here  in  exile,  a  price  hav- 
ing Deen  set  upon  their  beadai  and 
repeated  appli«ttiona  were  made  Co 
the  canton  of  Berne  to  deliver  tbem 
up,  which  the  government  very  pro- 
perly refused  to  accede  to.  LmUov'i 
hoau  still  exists  on  the  road  to  La 
TourdoPeilj  he  placed  over  hia  door- 
way diis  inaoription — "  Omne  solum 
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forti  pKtria."  The  tablet  is  removed 
to  EngluuL  The  castle  was  removed 
to  make  wa^  fbr  Monnet's  hoteL 

'Hie  Xnglii/i  Ch.  Senice  is  perfonned 
on  SaDdavD  in  fit.  Martin's  at  1,  and 
in  the  H.  de  Ville  at  3-30. 

Hanj  eicurBioos  may  be  made  Erom 
Vevaj  by  land  or  water.  Boats  at 
1  ti.  the  honr.  Chillon  is  a  morning 
drive  (the  route  mav  be  varied  by 
taking  the  upper  road), 

"  The  JWrea  Weibe!,  53,  Rue  d'lta- 
lie,  are  reconuuended  as  voituriers." 
— Jf. 

The  fciaei  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vevay,  especially  of  fie  sunny  dis- 
trict entending  hence  le  Lausanne, 
and  called  Lavanx,  enjoy  a  conaider- 
aUe  reputation.  The  Romans  are 
belieiad  to  have  first  planted  the  vine 
on  these  hills ;  and  the  discovery  of 
a  atone  inscribed  "  libero  Patri  Col- 
liensi "  proves  that  they  had  erected  a 
temple  lo  Father  Bacchus  at  Collium, 
a  little  village  now  called  CuU^,  on 
the  margin  of  the  lake,  between  V  evay 
and  Lausanne. 

A  society  or  guild  of  high  antiquitj, 
C^ed  CAbbaye  des  Vignerms,  having 
for  its  motto  the  words  "  Ora  et  la- 
ijora,"  exists  at  Vevay.  Its  object  is 
to  promote  the  cultivation  of  the  vine ; 
and  for  this  purpose  it  despatches 
every  spring  and  autumn  "  experts," 
qnalified  persons,  to  survey  all  the 
vineyards  of  the  district,  and  upon 
their  report  and  testimony  it  rewards 
the  most  skilful  and  indnstrioue  vine- 
dressers with  medals  and  pruning- 
hoolis  (serpes  dlionneiir)  as  prizes. 

In  accordance  with  a  custom  handed 
down  from  very  ancient  times,  which 


Ifior  20  years  a  f 
tfaj  Vigneroia.  It 
ceremony  of  crowning  the  most  suc- 
cessfid  cultivator  of  the  vine,  which  is 
fbllowed  and  accompanied  by  dances 
and  processions  formed  of  the  lads 
and  lasses  at  the  neighbourhood  at- 
tired as  Fauns  bearing  the  thyrsus, 
and  nymphs.  Father  Bacchus  in  his 
car,  and  Ceres  throned  on  a  waggon 
filled  with  wheal^eaves,  appear  in 
the  most  classical  costume  in  t£e  midst 
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of  their  followers.  But  the  procession 
includes  a  singular  mixture  of  Scrip- 
tural characters  along  with  tlM»e 
heathen  Bacchanals.  Thus  Silenus 
riding  on  his  ass  is  followed  by  Noah 
in  his  arlc,  and  Pomona  is  succeeded 
by  the  spies  from  Canaan  bearing 
between  them  the  btmch  of  grapes. 
A  vine-press  and  a  forge  at  work  are 
also  exhibited,  drawn  by  fine  horses. 
On  other  days  of  the  fete  (fur  it  lasts 
for  several)  the  spectators  are  enter- 
tained wi&  the  native  dances  and 
songs  of  Switzerland,  performed  by 
the  herdsmen  and  shepherdesses  of 
the  neighbouring  Alps ;  and  the  con- 
cluding and  perhaps  the  most  inter- 
esting part  of  the  festivities  consists 
in  the  bestowing  upon  a  yonng 
m^den,  the  fairest  in  fame  and  form 
in  the  viciniw,  a  dower,  and  in  the 
celebration  of'^  her  marriage  with  a 
partner  of  her  choice.  As  many  as 
TOO  persons  took  part  in  the  last  fes- 
tival, and  one  of  the  ballet-masters  of 
the  French  opera  repured  hither  fi-om 
Paris,  several  weeks  lieforehand,  to 
drill  and  instruct  the  rustics  in  danc- 
ing. The  ground  was  kept  by  100 
young  men  m  the  picturesque  ancient 
Swiss  costume,  which  has  been  deli- 
neated by  Holbein.  The  last  anniver- 
saries were  in  1819, 1S33,  and  1851,  and 
multitudes  of  spectators  Hocked  Irom 
all  parts  to  witness  them. 

The  road  from  Vevay  to  Freyborg 
by  BuUe  is  described  Rte.  41 

The -'  "---  '- 


Ahont  2  miles  off,  on  a  'swelling 

eminence  overlooking  the  lake,  stands 
the  ancient  Cialle  of  Bloaay,  which  hu 
belonged  to  the  same  family  for  TOO 
years.  Further  on.  above  CUrens,  is 
Chatet(B^,  another  castle. 

About  a  mile  out  of  Vevay  the  ham- 
let of  La  Tour  de  Peil,  with  a  castle 
built  at  the  water-side  in  the  13th 
centnry,  is  passed.    3  m.  further  lies 

Clareia,  so  sentinientally  described 
by  Rousseau  in  the  ^ouvelle  Helolse. 
It  commands  certainly  one  of  the 
finest  views  over  the  lake — the  moun- 
tuns  of  the  Bhone  vftUey  and  of  the 
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oopoeite  shore,  bat  in  itself  ia  a.  poor 
Tulage,  ftkr  less  sttractire  than  many 
of  its  Dnghbonrs,  and  it  probablj 
owes  its  celebrity  to  a  well-aonnding 
name,  which  fitted  it  for  the  paf^  of 
a  romance.  Bouaseau's  adioirerB  have 
puKEled  themB^lres  with  endvarouring 
to  identi^  the  localities,  thoH^  he 
has  himseU'  stated  that  Ihej  are  "  nos- 
Bierement  altt:ies."  The  spot  on  irtlich 
the  beautiful  "  boflqnet  de  Julie"  is 
Bonght  for  is  now  a  potato-field. 
BjroD  says  that  the  trees  were  cut 
dowD  b^  the  monks  of  St.  Bernard, 
and  laviahes  some  imwortby  and  un- 
deserved abuse  upon  tliose  boepiCable 
ecdewaatics ;  but  he  has  forgotten  to 
ask  whedter  the  bosquet  imlly  ever 
had  any  existence  except  in  Boub- 
semi's  imagination.  B3Ton,  indeed, 
viewed  the  spot  with  a  poet's  eye, 
and  the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  — 


B   poet's  enthusiasm 


"CLsraoil  iirntCluaiu,  Urthplus  of  d»p 

ThyliM»l»ll»n»IinL0Tei  divinowi  abort 
The  lery  Klulen  hive  bi>  mloun  eaimht, 
AildauDSBtjDli>TW«-hD?ft  BevtbflmwrovBht 
BTny(>ihicli>l«ptb«elDvin||ly:theniiiks, 
Tb«  perniHntnl  cnga^  tell  IwreoT  LoT«,  wlio 


KiBing  Mi  bet  with  ■«■«•;  uidllHmg'. 
Tlw  »i*n  of  old  tn«,  »lih  uunlu  (U  faou, 
But  light  leiTfiB,  youDg4«jDf,MAiidjwhvnll 

Offotli^lsUm and  hk ■  populooi Hlltiid*— 


And  iiinocantlT  open  their  ^Ud  winp. 
And  TaH  or  lofty  fDuDfalna,  tnd  the  band 


Peopling  it  »tlh  (ffenioni;  ■not  he  Rni 


vr- 


Huh  ipreul  hltDKlf  1 


of  all  the  s 
by  Rousseau 
afety  say  that  in  this  there  is 


Wblcli 


ought 


T    by  heavenly  feet    thy  pi 


Not  on  th(tac  aummita  solely,  nor  aloj»e 
Hia  eye  U  ipirhltiig,  sf»d  hie  btcath  bi 
Hie  loR  ud  iKmrner-btetth,  obou  tern 


When  the  boVdrnteit  oiMthiB,  an 


It  would  be  difficult 
to  see  Cfarenafwith  (he  scenes  aroand 
it— Vevay,  Chillon,B6*eret,  St.  Gingo, 
Meillerie,  Evian,  and  the  entrances  of 
the  Rhone)  without  being  forcibly 
struck  with  its  peculiar  adaptation  to 
the  persons  and  etenta  witB  which  it 
has  been  peopled.  But  this  is  not  all; 
the  feeling  with  which  all  aroand 
Clarena  and  the  opposite  rocks  of 
Meillerie  is  invested  is  of  a  still  higher 
and  more  comprehensiye  order  than 
the  mere  sympathy  with  indiiidual 
passion;  it  is  a  sense  of  the  existence 
of  loye  in  its  most  extended  and  su- 
blime capacity,  and  of  our  own  parti- 
cipation of  its  good  and  of  its  glory ; 
it  ia  the  oreat  principle  of  tbe  uni- 
yerse,  which  is  there  more  condensed, 
but  not  leas  manifested,  and  of  which 
though  knowing  ourselves  a  part,  we 

tie  beauty  of  the  whole,     If  Rousseau 
hod  never  written  nor  lived,  the  same 
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MBodBtions  wonld  not  less  b»ve  be- 
loDEsd  to  ench  scenes.  He  has  added 
to  the  interest  of  hta  works  by  their 
kdopdoD;  he  has  afauwn  his  aeuse  of 
theirbeautyby  the  selection;  but  they 
have  done  that  for  him  which  no  hu- 
auiD  being  could  do  f<^  them.  I  had 
the  fortune  (good  or  evil  as  it  might 
be)  to  sail  for  MeiUerie  (where  we  ' 
landed  for  some  time)  to  St.  Gingo, 
during  a,  lake  storm,  which  added  to 
the  Tnagnificence  of  all  around,  al- 
though oceasionall/  accompanied  by 
danger  to  tbe  boat,  which  was  small 
and  overloaded.  It  waa  over  this  very 
part  of  the  lake  that  Rousseau  has 
driven  the  boat  of  St.  Preux  and  Ma- 
dame Wolmar  to  MeiUerie  fur  shelter 
during  a  tempest-  On  paining  the 
shore  at  St.  Gingo,  I  found  that  tbe  wind 
had  been  sufGcieutly  strong  to  blow 
down  some  fine  old  chestnut-trees  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  mountains." — 

The  swelling  hills  and  vine-clad 
slopes,  whicb  form  the  banks  of  the 
lake  nearly  all  the  way  from  Ganeva, 
here  g;ive  place  to  beetling  crags  and 
woody  precipices  rising  abruptly  from 
tbe  water's  edge.  The  road  sweeps 
in  curves  round  the  retired  bays  at 
their  feet.  The  Hotel  du  Cygne  is 
well  placed  on  tbe  shore  of  the  lake 

Jfontreuzr  —  (7nn .-  Couronne,  in  a 
good  situation;  people  not  very  clean). 

This  village,  seated  on  an  eminence 
(1.)  above  the  road,  with  iCa  church 
spire  a  little  apart  from  it«  houses,  is 
much  prettier  in  itself  and  in  its  situa- 
tion than  Clarens. 

"  It  is  celebrated  aa  the  most  shel- 
tered spot  on  (be  banks  of  tbe  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  tbe  reiuarkable  salu- 
brity of  its  climate  renders  it  desirable 
winler-qnartcrs  tor  invalids  who  can- 
not cross  the  Alps.  The  atatiatical 
researches  of  Sir  ¥.-  d'lvemois  have 
shown  that  Monlreos  is  tbe  place  in 
the  world  where  there  is  tbe  smallest 
proportion  of  deaths  and  of  imprudent 
marriages."^ii. 

Across  tbe  Dent  de  Jamon— an 
eitceedingly  romantic  Pass — runs  a 
korse-palh  into  the  Sinimenthal  (Rte. 
«)■ 


Abost  2  m.  from  Montretix  staikds 
the  picturesque  and  renowned  Cattle 
of  Chiiion,  on  an  isolated  rock  nearly 
surrounded  by  deep  water,  bat  witbiii 
a  stone's  throw  of  the  shore  and  of 
the  road,  wkh  which  it  commonioates 
by  a  wooden  bridge.  It  waa  bnilt  in 
1238  by  Amedeus  IV.  of  Savoy,  and 
was  lo!^  osed  as  a  state  prison,  where, 
among  other  victims,  many  of  the 
early  refiBTDers  were  inimured.  When 
Byron,  in  the  Prisoner  of  Chillon,  de- 
scribed tbe  sufierings  of  an  imaginary 
captive,  be  was  not  acqaainted  with 
the  history  of  the  real  prisoner,  Bon- 
nivani,priorof  St  Victor,  who,haTii^ 
rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  tbe 
Duke  of  Savoy  by  his  exertions  to 
free  tbe  Genevese  from  the  Savoyard 
yoke,  was  seised  by  the  i>ake'a  emis- 
saries, and  secretly  carried  oS'  to  this 
castle,  for  6  long  years  he  was 
buried  in  its  deepest  dungeon,  on  a 
level  with  the  surface  of  the  lake. 
The  rins  by  which  he  was  attached 
to  one  of  the  pillars  still  rvmaizks,  mnd 
the  stone  floor  at  its  base  is  worn  by 
his  constant  pacing  to  and  fro.  Byron 
afterwards  wrote  the  sonnet  on  Bon- 
nivard,  from  which  tbe  following  lines 

Anfl  Ihy  «d  floor  an  iltu;  for  't  wu  tmd 

At  length,  in  1 536,  tbe  Swiss  wrested 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  from  the  hands  of 
Charles  V.  of  Savoy.  Chillon  was 
the  last  place  which  held  out  for  him; 
but  an  amw  of  7000  Bernese  besieg- 
ing it  by  land,  while  tbe  galleys  of 
the  Genevese  assaulted  it  Tiy  water, 
soon  compelled  it  to  surrender,  and 
Bonntvard,  with  other  captives,  was 
set  free.  Tbe  changes  which  had 
occurred  during  tbe  years  of  his  im- 
prisonment almost  realised  the  legend 
of  the  Seven  Sleepers.  He  hod  left 
Geneva  a  Soman  Catholic  state,  and 
dependent  on  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  he 
found  her  free,  and  a  republic,  openly 
professing  the  reformed  faith. 

Tbe  castle  is  now  converted  into  a 
magazine  for  military  stores,  lie 
ounous  old  OqMj  ii  wbU  worth  see- 


Switxerlaiui.    eoute56. — chilloh. 

tug.  Strangers  Kre  remililj  oonducted 
oyer  other  parta  of  it,  and  (indepok- 
dent  of  the  aBsocmCions  connected 
with  the  building)  outj  find  Bome- 
thicg  to  interest  them  in  its  "potenoe 
et  <^^ots."  The  former  is  a  beam, 
black  with  age,  extended  across  one 
of  the  vanlts,  to  which  the  condemned 
were  formerly  bong.  The  cachote 
are  ou&iigiieSj  whose  only  entrance  was 
by  a  trap-dour  in  the  floor  above. 
The  dungeon  of  Booniyard  ia  airy 
and  spacious,  consis^E  of  two  aides, 
almost  like  the  crypt  m  a  church;  its 
floor  and  one  side  are  formed  by  the 
Uyinr  rock,  and  it  is  Itg-hCed  by  several 
wini&ws,  through  which  the  sun's 
light  passes  by  reflection  &om  the 
smfaoe  of  the  lake  np  to  the  roof, 
tcaosmitting  partly  also  the  bine  oo- 
loDT  of  the  waters.  Fonnerly  it  was 
snbdivided  into  small  cells  by  partition 
walls  between  the  pillars.  Byron  in- 
scribed his  name  on  one  of  the  pillars, 
but  it  is  far  more  lastingly  associated 
with  the  spot. 

"  LahcI>nianl*fHhyCUllon'B*mUj; 
A  Iboaiand  turt  In  dupth  bcloir 


it  Hpple  nifhtand  Amj. 


A■IIT>b«UII>hi<^hta■thll> 
And  IhrooBh  the  cwtIm  i 
Uf  iJie  thi A  «>11  it  filLen 


**  It  is  by  this  castle  that  Housseau 
has  fised  the  catastrophe  of  his  He- 
loise,  in  the  rescue  of  one  of  her  chil- 
dren by  Julie  from  the  water;  the 
shock  of  which,  and  the  illness  pro- 
duced liy  the  immersion,  is  the  cause 
of  her  death." 

A  large  Hotel,  under  the  name 
Botd  de  Byron,  has  been  erected  be- 
tween Chilkin  and  Villeneuye,  and  is 
well  spoken  of  "  It  is  probably  the 
moet  comfortable  Peiaion  on  the  lake, 
cuisine  excellent,  table-dliote  liberal, 
and  the  greatest  cleanliness  and  ciyi- 


lity ;  rooms  lofty  and  airy :  charge  !j 
tir.  a  day.  It  is  10  mmutes'  walk  from 
Villeneure  on  one  side,  and  the  same 
from  Chillon  on  the  other."— A  C.  W. 

Villeneuye  — (/nra;  Aigle  Noir  ; 
Croix  Blsnchci  U.  du  Port,  a  model  of 
cleanliness  and  low  chains. — Q.  C.  S.) 
— is  a  small  and  ancient  walled  town 
of  14S0  Inhab.  (Pewit/ucui  of  the  Bo- 
mans),  situated  at  the  E.  extremity  of 
the  l^e,  where  the  road  quits  its  bor- 
ders to  enter  the  volley  of  the  Rhone. 
A  diligence  awaits  the  arrival  of  the 
steamers  to  convey  passengers  twice 
a  day  on  to  Bex. 

About  a  mile  from  Villeneuye  lies 
a  small  island,  the  only  one  in  the 
lake :  it  is  thus  mentioned  by  Byron 
in  the  Prisoner  of  Chillon:— 


it  then 


The  commencement  of  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone  is  dreary  and  uninter- 
esting. The  low  ground  is  a  flat  allu- 
vial dtposilf  formed  Ely  mud  brought 
down  by  the  riyer,  and  still  remaining 
in  the  state  of  a  barren  and  unwhole- 
some morass.  The  encroachments  of 
the  land  upon  the  lake,  even  within 
the  period  of  historical  record,  haye 
been  very  great.  Port  Vallais,  Portus 
Valesite  ofthe  Romans,  in  their  time 
stood  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  but 
is  now  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half 
inland;  the  intervening  tract  has  been 
gained  since.  TheRhoneitself creeps 
dowly  along,  Impeded  by  'ua  own 
windings,  and  as  it  were  burdened 
with  mud,  very  unlike  the  torrent  of 
azure  and  crystal  which  bursts  out  of 
the  lake  at  Geneva.  Upon  this  plain, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  yiilley  uf  iJie 
Rhone,  Divico,  the  first  Helvetian 
chief  mentioned  in  history,  defeated. 


slaying  their  general  and  compellinfr 
bis  army  to  pass  under  the  yoke. 
The  top  of   Che  mountain   abov* 
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Yrome  w»s  thrown  down  by  >n 
eftrthqunke,  1384.  A  good  wine  now 
grows  on  the  slope. 

3j  Roche.  The  post  home  is  re- 
moved hither  from 

UAieie—i^lm:  La  Croix  Blanche) 
— a  *il&ge  of  1650  Inhab.  (Aqaileia.^ 
Black  marble  is  quarried  near  this. 
The  Val  dea  Ormonds  behind  Aigle  ia 
well  worth  exploring.  (See  Rto,  41  a.) 
Bex  (pronouncra  Beg)  —  (Itm  .■ 
L'Union,  g;ood).  It  comprise^  a 
boarding-houae  and  an  establiahment 
of  baths,  supplied  from  a  aulphoreons 
spring  rising  in  the  ncinity,  which 
causes  Bex  to  be  i-esort«d  to  ss  a 
waCering-plsce  in  sunuuer.  Guides, 
horses,  and  chars-ik-banc  for  excur- 
siona  among  the  mountains  may  be 
hired  here. 

Bex,  a  village  of  3000  Inhab.,  situ- 
ated on  the  high  road  to  the  Simplim, 
is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  Sidt  Mines 
and  Salt  Works.  Salt  has  been  ob- 
tained from  brine-springs  here  ^nce 
the  middle  of  (he  16th  cenlnry.  For 
a  long  time  they  belonged  to  a  mer- 
chant family  of  Augsburg  named 
Zobel,  but  they  are  now  the  property 
of  the  government  of  the  canton. 
3  the  brine-spiinga  alone 


search  of  rock-salt.  The  result  was 
the  discovery  of  a  large  and  rich  vein 
of  the  mineral,  whith  has  been  traced 
for  a  distance  of  4000  ft.  and  for  a 
height  of  600  ft,  varying  in  thicknesB 
teom  2  ft.  to  50  ft;  and  the  annual 
produce  of  salt  is  now  augmented  to 
20,000  or  30,000  quintals.  Strangers 
arriving  at  Bex  commonly  pay  a  visit 
to  the  mines,  which  are  situated  about 
2  m.  off  in  the  vailey  of  La  Grjonne. 
A  carriage  road  leads  through  moat 
beautiful  scenery  to  the  entrance  of 
the  mines.  The  salt  ia  obtained 
either  from  the  brine-springs,  sis  or 
seven  of  which,  of  various  degrees  of 
strength,  burst  fbrih  in  difterent  parts 
of  the  interior  of  the  mountain,  or 
Irom  the  rock-salt,  which,  after  being 
extracted  by  the  help  of  gunpowder, 
is  broken   into  juecea,  thrown   into 


large  reservoirs,  called  dessaloira,  cut 
in  the  anhydrite  rock  (sulphate  of 
lime  without  water)  in  the  ialerior  of 
the  mounttun,  and  there  dissolved  in 
water.  £ach  reservoir  is  usually  filled 
with  vrater  3  times.  The  2  first  solu- 
tions (lessivages)  fami^  a  liquor  with 
25  or  26  per  oenL  of  salt;  the  3rd  is 
much  wealier,  having  only  5  or  S  per 
cent.  The  brine,  either  from  the 
sources  or  from  these  reservoirs,  con- 
taining above  20  per  cent  of  salt,  is 
conveyed  in  pipes  made  of  fir-wood 
at  once  to  the  boiling-house  (maiflon 
de  cuite);  that  which  is  lesa  strong' 

be  subjected  t 

ation  in  the  k 
sheds,  open  at  the  9 
passed  at  Bexvieux  and  Devins,  be- 
tween Bex  and  the  mines.  These 
evaporating-houses,  or  maiuMS  de  gm- 
dwftKn,  are  filled  np  to  the  roof  with 
stacks  of  fagots  of  thorn-wood,  over 
which  the  salt  water,  after  beii^ 
raised  to  the  roof  by  pnmps,  is  ^owed 
to  trickle  drop  by  drop.  The  sepa- 
ration of  tbo  water  in  passing  through 
colanders,  and  its  exposure  to  the 
atmosphere  as  it  falls,  produce  rapid 
and  considerable  evaporation  of  the 
watery  particles,  while  the  gypsum 
dissolved  in  it  adheres,  in  passing,  to 
the  twigs,  and  crystallizes  aronnd 
them.  The  water  is  thus  made  to 
ascend  and  descend  aeveral  times;  it 
becomes  stronger  each  time,  and  at 
length  is  brought  to  the  condition  of 
saturated  brine,  fit  for  boiling  in  the 
salt-pana.  It  will  easily  be  perceived 
how  much  fuel  is  tbns  spared  by  not 
-"''jecting  the  weak   solution  to  the 


fir«ai 

The  principal  mines  are  those  called 
Da  Fondemmt  and  Z>u  BaaiUet;  the  Iatt«r 
contains  a  gallery  driven  horizontally 
into  the  bowels  M  the  mountun  for  a 
distance  of  66.18  ft.,  7^  ft  high  and 
5  ft  wide.  At  400  ft  from  its  en- 
trance is  tie  round  rewrOMr,  80  ft  in 
diameter  and  10  ft.  deep,  excavated  in 
the  rock,  without  any  support  ti 


the  V 


a  col- 


lecCed,  which  requires  to  undergo  the 
process  of  graduation.  A  little  far- 
ther on  is  another  irregular  reservoir, 
7933  ft  in«xten^  supported  by  pillars. 


Switzerland,     route  56. — bex.     bridge  of  st.  maukice. 


^st,  who  resides  at 
I>es  Devios,  'i  m.  S.E.  of  Bex. 

Manj  beautiful  nuDerals  are  ob- 
t^ned  from  the  salt-mines  of  Bex — 
such  as  Tsry  clear  crystals  of  selenite, 
muriacil«,  anhjdrile,  &c. 

There  is  a  short  bnt  dtfflcnlt  path 
(Roate  58)  &om  Bex  to  Sion  by  the 
B«re;&ll  of  Les  Diablerets;  a  guide 
woud  be  required  for  this  journey. 

niimt  thwe  nmedottn  «  ioimal  fyoni the  Alpvi 
i  ent«f  ^d  ivtiere  ■  key  nnloclii  a  klnedom  : 

Fi)Ung  Ihe  nuTov  tpve."  Bogiri, 

Such  U  the  sceoe  preaeDted  to  the 
trSTeller  at  the  Bridge  o^  St.  Maurice, 
which  spans  the  rapid  nver  with  one 
bold  arch  70  ft.  wide,  leaning  for  sup- 
port on  the  rt.  side  upon  the  Dent 
de  Morcles,  and  on  the  1.  upon  the 
Dent  de  Wdi,  whose  bases  are  pushed 
so  far  forward  as  barely  to  leave  room 
for  the  river. 

The  bridge,  envneously  attribnted 
to  the  Romftns,  is  not  older  than  the 
15th  century,  but  may  possibly  rest 
on  Roman  Foundations.  It  unites  the 
canton  Vaud  with  the  canton  Vallaisi 
and  a  eate  at  one  end,  now  removed, 
fbrmerty  served  to  close  the  paasage 
up  and  down ;  a  circumstance  alluded 
to  in  the  lines  of  Rogers.  A  small 
fort  was  erected  by  the  Swiss  in  1832, 
above  the  road,  to  defend  the  pass. 
Here  onr  route  is  joined  by  the  road 
fiMm  Geneva  along  the  S.  shore  of  the 
lake  through  St.  Oingough.  (Boole 
57.> 

No  one  can  cross  the  bridge  of  St. 
Maurice  without  being  struck  with 
the  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  two  cantons.  The 
neatness  and  industry  of  the  Vaudois 
are  exchanged,  within  the  space  of  a 
few  hundred  yards,  for  filth  and  beg- 
gary, equally  apparent  in  the  persons 
antT  habitations  of  the  VaUaisana. 
Their  physical  condition  is  lament- 
able ;  no  part  of  Switzerland  Ja  afflicted 
t*>  a  greater  extent  with  the  — •-■":— 


of  them  shock  U 
siriit  at  every  step. 

Immediately  beyond  the  bridge. 
squeezed  in  between  the  mountain  and 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Bbone,  stwids 

3J  St.  Maurice— (Am.-  L'Union,  to- 
lerably good)— a  town  of  lOSO  Inha- 
bitants, occupying  the  site  of  the  Bo- 
man  Agaunum.  It  owes  its  present 
name  to  the  tradition  (hat  the  Theban 
Legion,  under  the  command  of  St. 
Maurice,  suffered  martyrdom  here 
by  order  of  Masimian,  A.D.  302,  be- 
cause they  refiised  to  abjure  Chris- 

The  Abbq/,  the  oldest  Christian 
fonndalion  among  the  Alps,  estab- 
lished in  the  4th  century,  founded  in 
honour  of  8t.  Maarice,  and  endowed 
by  Sigismond,  King  of  Bur^ndy, 
contains  in  its  Treasury  a  museum  of 
ancient  art.  Here  are  preserved  a 
vase  of  Saracenic  workmanship,  pre- 
sented by  Charlemsgne ;  a  crozier  of 
gold,  in  the  shape  of  a  spire,  the 
niches  of  it  filled  with  figures  an  inch 
high,  most  elaborately  worked  j  « 
chalice  of  agate,  presented  by  Charle- 
magne ;  another,  given  by  Bertha 
Queen  of  Bnrgundy,  and  several  be- 
side.i,  of  a  very  early  date.  "  The 
Clifo-oh  was  much  damaged  by  fire  in 
the  17th  century,  but  the  tower  is 
unaltered,  and  several  Bomsn  inscrip- 
tions are  built  into  its  walls."— P. 

On  quitting  the  (own  we  perceive 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhone  the 
Bath-house  of  Lavey,  erected  1881 
I  over  a  warm  sulphureous  spring  dis- 
covered in  the  river  bed,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  canton  Vand.  The  water  is 
employed  in  supplying  medicinal 
baths,  the  healing  properties  of  which 
are  attributed  to  the  quantity  of  azote 
gas  contained  in  the  water.  Upon  a 
projecting  platform  of  rock  consider- 
ably above  the  road,  rises  the  Hermit- 
age of  Notre  Dame  du  Sax.  I^wer 
down  on  the  road  is  the  chapal  of 
Verioles,  raised  on  the  precise  spot  of 
the  Theban  massacre  ( I),  and  covered 
with  rude  frescoes. 

In  the  autumn  of  1B35  a  torrent  . 
of  mud  descended  from  the  snmmit 
of  the  Dent  de  Midi  into  the  Vallaiii 
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near  EnonkE.  It  cut  a  tnas^e  for 
itself  through  the  forast,  which  clothea 
the  side  ot  the  moaatBin,  snapping 
the  stoutest  trees  short  oS'  like  twigs. 
It  covered  the  high  nsd  for  a.  length 
of  900  ft.,  interrupting  for  some  tune 

many  Relds  and  orchards. 


V   houses 


B   hjst. 


ita  the  slow  progress  of  the 
allowed   every    one   time   to    remoit 
say.     On  the  25th  of  An^ 


iolen 


I    had 


II  the  Dent  de  Midi,  accoi 
puiied  "hy  thnnder;  and  it  is  said 
Chat  the  lightning  xtruck  the  peak 
several  times.  It  is  supposed  that 
a  mass  of  the  mounlain  was  loosened 
by  the  rain,  and  in  &Uiqg  broke 
(GroDBli  And  carried  down  with  it  a 
considerable  part  of  a  g;Ucier.  The 
raiu  and  melcinp;  ice  mixing  with  the 
fragments  and  with  the  debris  of  mo- 
raines converted  the  whole  moss  into  a 
thick  mud,  which  swept  slowly  down- 
wards like  a  lava  current.     Socles  of 


along  with  it,  or  ftoated  on  its  surface 
like  corks.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  the  stream  of  mud  contained 
scarcely  one-tentJi  part  of  water;  the 
fluidity  of  the  mass  was  no  doubt 
promoted  by  the  character  of  tbe 
rocks  and  soil  which  covered  the 
mountain,  and  which  conatsted  of  a 
black  sidintery  limestone,  shale,  and 
loam.  The  wretched  hamlet  Kvionaz 
occupies  the  sit«  of  an  old  town, 
Epaunum,  destroyed  by  a  similar 
mud-torrent  in  56^. 

This  part  of  the  valley  has  a  dreary 
and  barren  aspect,  from  the  quantity 
of  bare  gravel  and  broken  rock  strewed. 


Rhone  out  of  a  , 

rently  excavated  by  its  waters.  The 
perpendicular  desceut  of  the  stream 
19  about  380  feet,  but  the  final  leap 
of  the  cascade  not  more  than  120 
feet.  It  is  a  flue  object,  both  from 
its   Tolnme  and  Iteight,  visible  from 


Iderable  distance  up  and  down, 
lest  seen  in  a  sunny  morning 
12  o'clock,  when  the  iris, 
the  cloud  of  spray,  hovers 
uvci  Ji.  jTiB  neighbouring  vill^^  of 
Mieville  sends  forth  an  importunate 
crowd  of  tx^sars  and  self-appointed 
guides  to  coi^uct  travellers  from  the 


e  fall,  I 


hundred  yards. 

Before  reaching  Martignj  we  cross 
another  slieam,  ibe  Trient,  descending 
from  the  Pass  of  the  Tele  Noii«  (Btc. 
116),  and  issuing  out  of  a  singular  rent 
in  tiie  side  of  the  valley.  On  the  ont- 
skirts  of  Martigny,  upon  a  command- 
ing rock,  rises  the  castle  of  La  Bdtie, 
formerly  a  strongiiold  of  the  archbi- 
shops of  Sion.  The  deep  dungeon  be- 
neath its  t»D  tower  is  onlr  accesMble 
by  a  trap-door  in  the  floor  of  the 
chamber  above.  The  river  Drange 
passes  out  into  the  Rhone,  between 
La  Baiie  and 

3j  itaHiffay  (Route  59). 


20J  leagues  ^^^  60  Eng.  m. 

The  greater  part  of  this  road  lies 
through  the  Sardinian  terrilm-y,  bnt 
for  the  convenience  of  reference  it  is 
placed  here. 

Ailer  quitting  Geneva  by  tbe  new 
Quartier  de  Rive,  a  fine  view  opens  out 
on  the  right ;  beyond  the  Sallve  rises 
the  Mole,  and  the  vista  of  the  volley- 
of  the  Arve  is  terminated  by  IheBuet, 

K'  Mont  Blanc  and  its  glaciers.  The 
lire  of  the  lake  is  dotted  over  with 
villas  of  the  Genevese.  One  of  these, 
near  (be  village  of  Colt^;ny,  the  Gnn- 
pagna  Diodati,  is  interesUng  as  having 
been  the  residence  of  Lora  Byron  in 
1816.  He  wrote  here  the  3rd  canto 
of  Cbilde  Harold  and  the  tragedy  of 
Manfred. 

Beyond  the  viUen  of  Corsier  the 
Genevan  territory  is  left,  and  we  enter 
the  kingdom  of  Sardinia  and  the  an- 
cient province  <tf  ChaUais,  which  ez- 
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3  Douraine,  tbe  first  Sardinian  pfAt- 
station  where  paasports  and  heggage 
are  ejcamiiied. 

3  Thonon— (fim ,-  I*B  BaUnces)— 
an  ancient  town  of  3740  lobab.,  ori- 
giBally  capital  of  Uie  Chablaig. 

On  qnitdng  Thonon  We  pass  on  the 
len^  between  the  road  and  Ihe  lake, 
Ripaitle,  ancientlj  an  Augustine  con- 
Tent,  founded  by  Ainedeus  Vm.  of 
Savoy,  in  which  he  paBSod  the  latter 
piMrtion  of  hJB  life,  having  aasumed  the 
cm*!  of  an  AugiuitiDe  monk.  He  ab- 
dicated, in  turn,  the  dukedom  of  Sa- 
voy, the  Papucj  (into  which  he  had 
been  installed  with  the  title  of  Felix 
V.>,  and  the  bishop's  see  of  Geneva. 
He  resided  here  after  his  second  abdi- 
ualjon,  passing  his  time  not  in  tlie 
anatere  penance  of  an  anchorite,  but, 
according  \a  &e  popular  beUef,  in  ease, 
feasting,  and  dissipation.  Hence  the 
French  proverb  — •  "  Faire  Ripaille." 
Recent  historical  investigations,  how- 
ever, make  it  proiwble  that,  even  to 
the  last,  he  had  not  abandoned  the 
path  of  ambition,  and  that  far  from 
being  inactive  and  exclusively  devoted 
to  Inxury,  be  was  atill  weaving  politi- 
cal intrigues.  The  casUe,  with  7 
towers,  built  by  Amedeua  for  himself 
and  the  six  knighte  whom  he  chose  as 
companions,  has  nearly  disappeared. 
The  relic  of  the  convent  U  converted 
into  a  farm-house.  A  long  bridge  of 
34-  arches  carries  the  road  over  Ihe 
T>raoae,  a  torrent  descending  from  die 
mounttuns  of  the  Chablsis,  and  aug- 
mented to  a  large  volume  by  the  melt- 
ing snows  during  a  small  part  of  the 
year. 

Through  groves  of  most  magni- 
ficent   cheatnut-trees   vra  pass  Am- 


» town  of  1< 

The  Socks  of  Meitlerie,  celebrated 
by  Rousseaa  and  Byron,  were,  under 
tne  orders  of  Napoleon,  and  with  the 
help  of  gunpowder,  blasted  to  form  a 
passage  for  the  ma^iifioaiC  road  of 


the    Simplon,   which"  is  here  carried 

partly  through  them,  partly  on  a  ter- 
race 30  or  40  feet  above  the  lake. 
Previous  lo  its  construction,  the  little 
village  of  Meillerie  was  bircly  ac- 
cessible, escept  by  boats.  About  a 
mile  off  the  shore,  at  Meillerie,  the 
lake  attains  its  greatest  depth,  920 
Fr.  ft.  Here  Byron  was  nearly  lost 
in  a  storm.  Bousseau,  in  the  N. 
Hcloise,  has  condncted  Si.  Preux  and 
Mad.  Wolmar  also  to  this  port  for 
shelter  from  a  tempest.  On  the  oppo- 
site shore  is  seen  Clarens,  and  the 
whit«  wall  of  the  castle  of  Chillon 
(p.  ir,a). 

4  St.  Gbgough— (ftn.-  Poste,  com- 
fortable), A  deep  ravine  here  divides 
Savoy  from  the  Swiss  territory  of  the 
Vallais;  travellers  entering  from  the 
Vallais  are  subjected  to  custom-house 
regulations  here. 

Bovaret,  the  next  village,  lies  with- 
in the  valley  of  the  Khone,  hero  a 
broad,  flat,  and  unwholesome  swamp 
(p.  15D).  Port  Vallais,  in  the  days 
of  the  Bomans,  stood  on  the  water- 
side ;  all  the  ground  between  it  and 
the  lake  has  been  prodnced  since  the 
records  of  history,  by  the  deposits  of 
the  river.  At  Port  du  Sex  the  rocks 
on  the  Ft  encroach  so  far  upon  the 
Rhone  as  barely  to  leave  a  passage 
for  the  road  at  their  base.  Advantage 
was  taken  of  this  pass  in  ancient  times 
t  with  loop-holes  fbr 


over  its  drawbridge  and  through  il_ 
gate.  There  is  a  ferry  over  the 
Rhone  near  this,  but  the  cross-roads 
leading  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
valley  among  the  morasses  are  very 
bad. 

The  canal  of  Stocfcalper,  running 
nearly  parallel  with  the  road,  was  cut 
about  a  century  ago,  to  drain  this 
portion  (if  the  valley. 

2A  Vionnai.  Owing  to  an  abrupt 
bend  in  the  valley,  and  a  projecting 
rock  which  hides  the  upper  portion 
from  view,  the  road  comes  suddenly 
upon  the  town  of 

24  St.  Maurice  {Route  SB), 

3^  Martigny  (Booto  59). 


E  TO  SION.      LES 


Bex  IS  described  in  Rle.  56.  This 
ia  a  highly  interesting  pa^,  both  from 
tbe  geological  phenomenon  of  its  Berg- 
fall,  or  mountain  slip,  and  for  the  ex- 
treme picturesquenees  of  its  scenery  ; 
**  Neither  is  it  difficult  nor  dangerous 
for  any  one  who  goes  with  his  eyes 
open.  The  part  which  runs  high 
above  the  Liseme  skirts  fearful  pre- 
cipices, and  in  parts  would  not  bo  Tery 
secure  to  ride,  though  I  met  20  or  30 
mules  laden  with  Lay,  a  bulky  load, 
passing  i  t,  but  it  is  perfectly  safe  for 
Toot  passengers."— i^.  M.  There  is  no 
inn  (worthy  the  name)  by  the  way. 
The  path  ascends  tbe  ruley  of  the 
Aveni;on,  running  in  a  direction  nearly 
due  E.  from  Bex,  passing  Bexvieux 
to  Ihe  ch&tets  of  Chamemey  (2  hrs.), 
and  the  chalets  of  AoKeiatfe  (2  hrs.), 
through  some  of  the  most  pleasing 
pastoral  scenery  in  Switzerland.  Here 
the  path  begins  rapidly  to  ascend  in  a 
tortuous  course  (4j  hrs.)  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Col  de  CheviUe.  The  val- 
ley into  which  it  descends  on  lie  E. 
side  of  the  pass  is  nearly  occupied  by 
the  wreck  of  the  fall  of  the  Mont  Dia- 
blereis,  a  name  given  to  the  spot  by 
the  peasantry,  it  la  said,  because  they 
regard  it  as  the  vestibule  of  heU.  This 
mount^n  is  composed  of  limestone 
strata,  mnch  deranged  and  steeply  in- 
clined. The  lower  beds,  being  soft 
and  shaly,  are  disintegrated  by  the 
infiltration  of  water  from  the  vast 
glaciers  on  the  N.E.  (  and,  after  the 
supports  and  foundation  are  thus  re- 
moved, large  mossee  are  detached  from 
the  mountain  into  the  valley  below, 
formmg  ebouleroens  of  ihe  most  tre- 
mendous kind.  During  tbe  last  cen- 
tury two  catastrophes  of  this  kind 
occurred,  in  1TI4  and  1749.  By  the 
former,  15  human  beings,  100  head  of 
cattle,  and  55  chalets  were  buried 
alive.  Subterranean  noises,  produced 
by  (he  commotion  in  the  mountain, 
gave  warning  (or  several  days  before- 


Sect.  I. 

hand,  so  that  most  of  the  peoaants 
and  their  cattle  removed  out  of  the 
way.  Among  those  who  did  not 
profit  by  this  was  a  man  beloneine  to 
the  village  of  Avers  in  the  ValTois. 
His  fiends  gave  him  up  for  lost,  his 
wife  was  looked  upon  as  a  widow, 
and  his  children  as  orphans.  Three 
months  afterwards,  on  ChrislmoB-eve, 
he  suddenly  made  his  appearance  in 
the  village,  pale,  haggard,  with 
scarcely  a  rag  to  cover  nim,  having 
all  the  appearance  of  a  spectre.  The 
door  of  his  own  house  was  shut  in  bis 
face,  and  tbe  people  in  the  Tillase 
repaired  in  tbe  greatest  terror  to  ue 
minister,  b^ging  him  to  lay  tbe 
ghost.  It  was  with  great  difficulty 
that  be  at  length  convinced  them  that 
it  was  bimseu.  He  had  been  over- 
whelmed in  a  chalet  on  the  mountains, 
but  escaped  being  crushed  to  death  by 
two  masses  of  rock  forming  an  angle 
over  it.  He  had  managed  to  snpport 
life  upon  a  store  of  cheese  lud  up  for 
the  winter,  and  with  water  from  a, 
brook  which  found  its  way  through 
the  fallen  rocks.  After  many  we^s 
passed  in  the  dark,  and  many  vain 
edbrts  to  extricate  himself,  be  at 
length,  by  creeping  and  scratching 
among  tbe  rocks,  formed  a  passage 
through  which  a  gleam  of  daylight 
appeared,  and  tbrougb  it  sncceedeaait 


Atthf 


rounding  district  shook  as  with  an 
earthquake,  a  thick  cloud  of  dust  rose 
high  into  tbe  air  from  the  Motion  of 
it,  masses  oi  rock  were  hurled  a  dis- 
tance of  6  miles,  and  Ihe  current  of 
air  produced  by  it  threw  down  trees 
which  were  not  touched  by  the  ava- 
lanche itself  The  inhabitants  of 
one  of  the  neighbouring  villsges  de- 
rive this  singular  odvanU^  from 
the  (all  of  (he  peak  of  the  mountain, 
that  they  enjoy  summer  at  a  certain 
season  of  the  year  several  minates 
earlier  than  they  did  before  the  event 
occurred.  The  fall  of  1749  arrested 
the  course  of  the  Ijaeme,  forming  t^o 
small  lakes,  called  Derborense,  which 
still  exist.  Along  the  W.  side  of 
these  the  path  runs,  crossing,  Ibr  the 
space  of  two  leagues,  heaps  of  rubbish 
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luid  fallen  rocks.  The  scene  is  one  of 
the  utmost  desolation;  overhead 
towers  the  ridge  of  the  Diablerets, 
9862  ft.  above  the  sea-leveL  Three 
of  its  five  peaks  have  ah^ady  lallen, 
and  the  two  which  remain  UireaWn, 
aooner  or  later,  to  follpw.  The  nionn- 
tain  is  i^ain  rent  with  fissures,  and 
scarcely  itQ  hour  passes  in  which  a 
slight  noise  is  not  beard  oraftagment 
of  stone  does  not  fall.  The  aceumu- 
lated  dgbria  of  the  monntain  is  said  to 
cover  a  apace  of  8  miles.  At  one 
point,  on  reaching  the  borders  of  the 


has  been  formed  a< 


"  The  beech  woods  in  the  valley  of  the 
liseme  throngh  which  the  path  runs 
for  some  distance  are  unusually  fine, 
and  (be  whole  valley  most  picturesque, 
and  peculiar  in  character,  owing  in 
part  to  the  enormous  depth  at  which 
the  stream  runs  below,  and  the  ex- 
treme steepness  of  the  monntaina  on 
either  side.  No  road,  as  far  as  I  can 
recollect,  except  the  Gemmi,  skirts 
such  precipices.  I  took, — walking 
leisurely  &om  Sion   («  the  chtdet  of 

Cheville 6  hrs.    0  at. 

Chilet  to  lop  of  the  pass  0  43 

Top— to  Bex  ....     3  30 

Total    ...  10  18" 

-A.  T.  M. 

Thenceforth  the  path  follows  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Liseme  as  fW  as  the 
chapel  of  St  Bernard,  where  it  bears 
away  to  the  E.,  descending  upon  St. 
Severin  andHaDtCouthey,andtheni:( 
------   the  valley  of  "--  "■-  --  --- 


50  leagues=I77  English  miles. 
Passports  OUffht  to  be  counfersigni 
by  the  Sardinian  minister  either 
liuaanne  or  Geneva  in  order  to  crc 
I     the  Simplon. 


This  grand  and  finely  engineered 
road  was  almost  destroyed  by  two 
Buccesaive  storms  in  18^4  and  18:i9, 
and  though  tbe  daiDage  haa  been  re- 
paired, and  it  has  been  greatly  im- 
proved within  canton  Vailaia,  it  is 
still  neglected  in  tbe  atate  of  Sardinia 
^in  pkices  quite  broken  up,  and  so 
encumbered  with  rocka  that  only  one 
carriage  can  pass,  and  that  with  diffi- 
culty. For  gome  diatance  vehicles 
have  no  other  course  than  to  be 
dragged  through  the  very  bed  of  the 
torrenlDoverift.— 1851.  It  istolerably 
well  supplied  with  poat-horses,  but 
travellers  who  require  more  than  two 
to  (heir  carriage,  mast  bespeak  ibem 
by  avant-conner,  if  they  wish  to  avoid 
delays.  Witbpost-borses  the  journey 
may  barely  be  accomplished  m  3,  or 
easily  in  3^  days,  resting  1st  night  at 
Brieg,  2nd  at  Baveno,  Srd  at  Milan; 
or,  Isl  at  Turtuian,  2nd  at  Douio 
d'OsBola,  Srd  at  Arona. 

Diligences  daily  to  Milan,  making 
numerous  halts,  and  performing  the 
distance  in  56  hours,  stopping  for  the 
night  at  Brieg,  or  in  2  days  and 
nights  from  I^usanne  to  Milan,  and 
viceversd.  From  Geneva  to  Lausanne 
a  branch  diligence  runs  to  meet  the 
one  l¥om  Berne  to  the  Simplon. 

The  picturesque  round  lower  of  the 
Castle  of  La  B&tie,  rising  on  a  rock, 
with  a  village  at  its  foot,  ia  seen  some 
lime  before  the  town  of  Martigny  is 
reached.  It  was  taken  and  burned  I 
Geor^  Saperax  in  1518, 

Martimy  (German  Martinach).— 
rnm ;  Cygne;  La  Tour — l)oth  very 
good  andmoderatfl;  table  d'hote,  3fr., 
wine  included. — Post,  comfortable  and 
reasonable. 

Martigny  (Octodurus  of  the  Ro- 
mans) consists  of  two  parts — the  one 
situated  on  the  Simplon  road,  the 
other,  Bourg  de  Martigny,  more  than 
a  mile  distant  up  the  valley  of  the 
Drsnse.  Its  position  on  tbe  high 
road  of  the  Simplon,  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  char-road  from  the  St. 
Bernard,  and  the  mule-path  ^m 
Chamonni,   renders    it 


by 


,    of  t 


I  bordered  by  mountains  of  great  boli 


fiODTE  59. — VALLEY  OF  THE  RHONE.      ftlDDES,      SIGN.        Sect,  1. 


neaa,  among  which  the  Dent  de  Mor- 
dea  rises  more  than  l^m.  (2650  yds.) 
aboTe  the  town.  The  ruins  of  the 
Caale  of  La  Bitie  (see  p.  162)  are  h 
plMsing  feature  in  all  the  viewa.  It 
u  a  small  town  of  no  prepossessuig 
appearsDce,  1480  Fr.  ft.  above  the  sea, 
placed  near  the  spot  where  the  Rhone 
receives  the  Dranse,  a  t(»Telit  by 
which  Martifny  itself  and  the  village 
ofBouiv  de  Martigny  have  been  twice 
nearly  destroyed,  m  1545  and  in  1818. 
Marks  of  the  last  inundation  (de- 
teribed  in  Roat«  109)  are  s&M  visible 
un  (he  walla  of  many  of  the  houses  ; 
and  the  mBSsive  construction  of  the 
lower  walla  of  the  post-house  is  de- 
agned  to  protect  it  from  the  eftects  of 
similar  catastrophes.  Malaria  is  pre- 
valent, especially  in  calm  weather  ; 
good  drinking-water  caji  be  had  only 
from  a  distance,  and  Ihe  gnats  bil« 
as  bad  as  mosquitoes.  The  monks  of 
BL  Bernard  have  their  head  quarters 
in  a  laMTcnt  within  the  town,  from 
which  the  members  stationed  on  the 
Great  St.  Bernard  are  Telieved  at 
intervals.  The  monaatery  of  the 
Great  St.  Bernard  is  a  journey  of 
10  hours  from  hence.  (See  Route 
108.) 

The  valley  of  Chamonui  may  be 
reached  in  T  or  8  hours  by  the  Passes 
of  the  T^te  Noire  (Boute  116),  or  Col 
de  Babne  (Route  117).  The  Forclaz 
and  the  beautiful  view  from  it  is  an 
eaw  walk. 

The  wirfer/iK  of  tt<  Saileadui  is  4 
miles  from  Martigny,  lower  down  the 
valley.     (Seep.  lOa.) 

At  Martigny  the  Rhone  makes  an 
abrupt  bend,  forming  nearlv  a  right 
angle.  For  many  miles  above  the 
town,  the  bottom  of  the  valley  through 
which  it  Hows  is  a  flat  swamp,  ren- 
dered desolate  and  unwhtJesome  by 
the  overflowings  o(  the  Rhone  and  its 
tributaries,  which,  not  being  carried 
off  by  a  sulticienC  declivity  in  thrir 
beds,  al^nate,  and  exhale  a  most  in- 
iurioui  malaria  under  the  rays  of  a 
burning  son.  From  this  cause,  and 
the  absence  of  pure  drinking-wat««', 
the  valley  is  a  hot-bed  of  disease^  ila 
inbalnhuits  are  dreadfully  afflicted 
with  goitre  (§  19),   cr^Uniam,    and 


a^B ;  and  the  appearance  of  decre- 
pitude, deformity,  and  misery  airesla 
the  traveller's  attention  at  every  step. 
A  tolerable  wine,  called  Coquempin, 
is  grown  upon  the  hills;  the  low  flats 
produce  litde  except  rushes,  rank 
grass,  and  alders.  The  moonUuns 
which  here  bound  the  valley  have  a 
bare  and  desolate  aspect. 

2]  Riddes.  After  crossing  th« 
Rhone  the  road  passes  the  footpath 
leading  to  the  IHablerets  (Route  58), 
and  soon  after  the  twin  castles  of  Sion 
tqtpear  in  sight 

3  Sion  (Germ.  Sitten).— /nits.-  Lion 


better.     This  town,  anciently  the  ca- 

Eital  of  the  Seduni,  is  the  see  of  a 
[shop,  whose  predecessors  were  B.t 
one  time  among  the  uiost  powerful 
and  wealthy  seigneura  in  SwitzerUnd, 
and  who  Etill  convoke  and  preside 
over  the  General  Assemblies  of  this 
democratic  canton.  It  is  the  chief 
town  of  the  Vallaia,  and  has  2593 
Inhab.  It  haa  no  less  than  three  ex- 
tensive castles,  which  nre  the  town  a 
Sictnresque  and  feudal  aspect  from  a 
[Stance.  ToHrbUhH,  the  castle  seen 
on  the  1.  in  advancing  from  Martigny, 
built  1492,  and  long  the  bishop's  resi- 
dence, is  now  a  complete  ruin.  That 
on  the  1.  or  S.  peak,  called  Valerui, 
contains  a  very  ancient  church,  and 
serves  now  as  a  Catholic  seminary. 
Beneath  there  is  a  third  castle,  called 
Majnria,  from  the  majors,  or  aneient 
governors  of  the  Vallaia,  its  first  occu- 

SsDtSi  it  was  burnt  in  1788  by  a  con- 
agration  which  destroyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  town.  The  J«u>t3  have  a 
concent  in  the  town;  they  have  formed 
a  collection  of  the  natural  history  of 
the  ValUia. 

The  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  the 
Sceura  de  la  Charil£,  contains  many 
victims  of  goitre  and  crfitinism,  the 
prevailing  maladies  of  the  district 

There  la  a  mnle-path  from  this  over 
lie  mounlaina  to  Bex,  passing  the 
Diablerela  (Route  58). 

rs.  of  Sion  the  little  visited  and 
little  known  Val  d'Errin  stretches  for 
into  the  main-chain  of  the  Alps.  It 
divides  into  2  branches— that  of  He- 


Siatzerlaind.     koutb  59.- 

remenc^  le&ding  to  ^kC  glacier  of  Le- 
nkret;  and  that  uf  Gvolena  (bum  the 
TiUaee  Evoiena— 8  honrs  from  Sion), 
which  ends  in  the  great  glaciers  of 
Perpecle  and  Arolla,  and  in  '*--  ■'■"' 


these  passes  (he  Tiews  of  the  Monle 
Rosa  and  Cervin  are  most  magni- 
Gcent — bnt  the  diKcnltiea  are  great. 
No  accommodation  is  to  be  had  at 
Siolena.  Pralong  vas  the  guide  of 
Professor  JTorbee^to  whom  we  owe 
the  best  and  first  account  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  Alps:  but  Bee  Route  61.] 

Above  Sion,  German  is  tbe  prerul- 
ing  laiiKiiage  of  the  Vallais. 

3J  Sierre  (Glerni.  Siders).  —  Inn: 
Soteil  (Foat) :  a  rery  good  country  inn, 
withont  prelcnsioas,  but  affi:>rding  an 
excellent  bed  and  snpper.  "  It  is  the 
best  inn  on  the  road.^— P.  F. 

UiUes  naj  be  hired  here  for  Uie 
ascent  of  the  remarkable  Pass  of  the 
Gemmi  (Route  38).  The  path  lead- 
ing to  it  bj  tbe  Baths  of  Ijii^che  turns 
oat  of  the  post-rood  a  titde  way  beyond 
the  town,  Defore  reocbing  the  bndge. 
It  is  steep,  but  highly  romantic. 

[Opposite     Sierre    another    yaUey 


3  tbe   r 


I    of 


Alps,  the  Val  d'Auniviers  or  Eimftuch 
Tliol-  Its  entrance  from  the  Votlua 
is  so  smal)  that  its  very  exietence  is 
said  to  have  remained  unknown  nntjl 
tbe  12tb  centurv,  when  the  Bishop  of 
SioD  discorered  it,  and  converted  its 
inhabitants  iVom  heaChenism  I] 

Tlie  poat-road,  ailer  crossing  the 
Rhone,  and  winding  for  some  dis- 
tance among  irregahu' hillocks,  passes, 
im  the  It.  Dank  of  Che  river,  at  the 
month  of  the  goi^  of  the  Dala,  tbe 
picture.sqne  TiuWe  of  Lb^he.  Tbe 
Baths  are  aitaatM  about  9  m.  above 
the  village.  Travellers  coming  irom 
the  Simpian  tarn  aside  here  to  visit 
them,  and  ascend  the  Qemmi.  (Route 
.^8.)  A  carriage-road  is  comfJeted 
from  the  gimplon  road  to  Leuk  baths. 

Pfing  (ad  fines)  is  on  the  boundary 
between  the  German  language,  which 
prevails  above  this,  as  for  as  the  source 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  French,  which 
is  nuken  below  this.  The  Pfinger 
Wald,  behind  Sterrcs  is  a  strotig  nuli- 
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3  Tourtemagne  (Germ.  Turtman). 
~7bb),-  Soleil,  good;  Poste.  The 
Tunis  Ha^na,  from  which  the  place 
is  named,  is  now  used  as  a  chapel. 
10  minutes'  walk  behind  the  inn  is  a 
Caicadt  of  some  repute.  The  ndame 
of  water  is  eonsidra'able.  Though  on 
the  whole  inferior  to  the  fall  of  the 
SaUencbe  near  Martigny,  it  is  still 
worthy  of  a  visit  by  those  who  are  wno- 
teuTS  of  WBter&Us:  the  scene  is  inte- 
resting on  account  of  its  entire  seda- 
sion.  The  neighbomrhood  ia  overspread 
with  marshes  and  stagnant  pools. 

Hi  Visp  or  Vispach  (Vi^geV^oe 
Aa  seat  of  numerons  noble  fkmihes, 
nbo  bad  stately  faonses,  and  a  church 
of  their  own — is  a  miserable  village, 
with  nogoodinn  (Soleil,  best;  Weisses 
Pfsrdi)— but  finely  situated  at  the 
junction  of  the  VUp  wiUi  tbe  Rhone. 
The  valley  divides  at  some  distanoe 
above  Visp  into  two  branches :  the  1. 
leads  to  the  foot  of  Monte  Rosa  by  the 
Pom  0/  the  Mora,  one  of  the  finest  in 
Sniturland  (Route  105);  that  on  the 
rt.  ascends  (he  vale  of  St.  Nicholas  to 
the  Mont  C«rnn  (Route  106). 

The  Oamsen  and  other  torrents 
which  fall  into  the  upper  end  of  the 
Yallais  are  very  dangerous  neigh- 
bours to  tbe  vills^B  and  cottages  on 
their  banks.  The  bed  of  tbe  torrent 
Visp  is  13  ft.  above  a  part  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  the  Saltine  is  nearly  11  ft. 
higher  than  Brieg.  Tbe  miserable  and 
poverty-stricken  inhabitants  are  in 
consequence  obliged  to  construct  very 
considerable  dykes  to  restrain  them, 
but  even  these  defences  are  liable  to 
destruction  every  3  or  ,3  years. 

The  desolation  which  the  (orren(s 
spread  over  the  fields,  by  their  debris, 
will  attract  the  remark  of  everv  tra- 
veller; and  (he  evil  is  constantly  in- 
creasing, as  the  beds  of  the  torrents 
rise  as  fast  as  tbe  dykes  are  raised  to 
restrain  them,  till  they  flow  along  the 
top  of  a  colossal  aqueduct  or  wall  of 
loose  rocks,  which  the  road  ascends 
and  descends  like  a  bilL 

The  asceht  of  the  Simplon  proprly 
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house  tuid  inn  lire  both  utnated  M 
Brieg,  a  dttour  of  aboal  3  m.  is  made 
u>  pass  through  it 

IJ  Brigg — Inn):  Poflt«i  itoproied, 
clfiftn  and  comfortable,  M. ; — EL  d' An-- 
gieterre;— H.  du  SimpLon,  moderate 
and  obliging  host.  Bneg  ie  (be  usual 
halting-place  of  traTellera  before  or 
after  ctoasing  the  Simplon.  It  is  a 
1  of  751  Inhab.,  . 
slope  by  tht 
Saltine,  and  overlooking 
the  E^one,  which  here  makes  a  sharp 
bend.  The  most  oonspieuoua  buildings 
are,  the  chateau  of  Baron  Stockalp^, 
nhose  4  turrets  are  crowned  with  tin 
cupolas,  and  the  Jea'iitt'  College.  The 
number  of  brothers  M  present  (1837) 
does  not  exceed  10,  uid  tlieir  pupils 
amount  h>  only  M.  There  is  also  an 
PrWtn*  Conveni. 

[The  upper  valley  of  the  Rhone 
above  Brieg,  and  the  route  to  the 
Grimsel  and  Griee,  are  described  in 
Routes  28  and  29.  An  interesting 
excursion  up  it  might  be  made  as  far 
as  Viesch,  where  the  scenery  is  very 
beautiful] 

At  Brieg  the  Simpton  road  quits 
the  vale  of  the  Rhone,  bt^ning  to 
ascend  immediately  from  the  post' 
house.  The  distance  from  Briee  to 
Domo  d'Ossola  is  14  leagues  =  about 
46  or  49  Eng-.  m. ;  and  the  journey 
usually  occupies  lU  hours— 7  to  reach 
Simplon,  and  SJ  thence  to  Domo 
d'Ossola.  The  diligence  takes  12.  On 
foot  it  will  require  fuU  Vi  hours' 
steady  vraJking  from  Bri^  to  Domo 
d'Ossola. 


The 


1  of  a 


^ d  upon  by  Na- 
poleon immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Marengo,  while  the  recollection  of  bis 
own  difficult  passage  of  the  Alps  by 
the  Great  St.  Bernard  (at  that  time 
one  of  the  easiest  Alpine  passes)  was 
fresh  in  his  oiemory.  The  plans  and 
auryeys  by  which  the  direction  of  the 
road  was  determined  were  made  by 
H.  Ceard,  and  a  lai^  portion  of  the 
works  was  executed  nnder  the  Buper- 
iutendeuce  of  that  able  engineer.  It 
was  commenced  on  the  ItaUon  side  in 
180O,  and  on  the  Swiss  in  1801.  It 
took  B  years  to  complete,  though  it 


was  barely  passable  in  1805,  and  more 
than  iW.OOO  men  were  employed  on  it 
at  one  time.  To  give  a  notion  of  the 
colossal  nature  of  the  undertaking,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  number  of 
bridges,  great  and  small,  constructed 
tor  the  passage  of  the  road  between 
Brieg  and  Sesto,  amounts  to  611,  in 
addition  to  the  far  mora  vast  and 
costly  constructions,  such  as  terraces 
of  massive  masonry  miles  in  length ; 
of  10  galleries,  either  cut  out  of  the 
living  rock  or  boilt  of  solid  Mune; 
and  of  20  houses  of  refuge  to  shelter 
travellers,  and  lodfe  the  labourers 
constantly  emfdoyeain  taking  care  of 
the  road.  Ita  breadth  is  throughout 
at  least  25  ft.,  in  some  places  30  ft., 
and  the  average  slope  nowhere  ex- 
ceeds 6  in.  in  6^  ft. 

To  use  the  eloquent  words  of  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  "the  Simplon  may 
be  safely  said  to  be  the  most  wonder- 
ful of  useful  works,  because  oar  canals 
and  docks  surpass  it  in  utility,  science, 
and  magnitude,  but  tliey  have  no 
grandeur  to  the  eye.  Its  peculiar 
character  is,  to  be  Uie  greatest  of  ^ 
those  monuments  that  at  once  daule 
the  imaginatjon  bj  their  splendour, 
and  are  subservient  to  general  conve- 
nience." Jt  may  be  observed  in  ad- 
dition that  (except  the  Cenis)  the 
Simplon  was  the  first  of  the  great 
carriage-roads  opened  across  the  W. 
Alps  i  and  though  others,  since  con- 
structed, surpass  it  in  some  respecta, 
especially  in  the  elevation  attained 
{e.g.  the  Stelvio),  yet  this  has  the 
merit  of  originality,  and  the  others 
are  mere  copies. 

The  cost  of  this  road  ateraged  about 
5000J.  a  mile.  In  Bngland  the  average 
cost  of  turnpike-roods  is  lOOOJ^  per 
mile.  The  object  of  Napoleon  in  ita 
formation  is  well  marked  by  the  ques- 
tion which,  on  two  diSierent  occaMOOs, 
be  first  asked  of  the  engineer  sent  to 
him  to  report  progress—"  Le  canon 
quand  pourra-t-il  paaserau  SimploD?" 

The  postmasters  on  both  sides  of 
the  mountain  have  the  right  to  attach 
one  extra  horse  to  light  carriajfes  and 
n  asctndaig 


eavy  ones 


Switzerland.        R 

eig;ht  horses  are  Bometiioes  required 
to  drag  Dp  a  heavy  landau.  Berisol, 
the  first  post-huuse  above  BricKi  is 
Bometiinea  without  horses,  iu  which 
case  those  from  Brieg  are  taken  od 
for  two  sta«s.  By  following  the  old 
hone^ytaOi  the  pedestrian  may  abridge 
the  £>tance  to  the  sunuDit  by  several 
miles ;  bat  it  is  rough,  and  in  clondy 
weather  difficult  to  find  without  a 
guide,  yet  its  scenery  is  finer  than  the 
carriage -road. 

The  ascent  of  the  Simplon  begins 
at  once  from  the  poslr-house  in  Bneg. 
About  i  a  mile  above  the  town  the 
road  paases,  on  the  rt,  the  lofty 
covered  bridge  over  the  Saline,  now 
little  used,  since  most  vehicles  make 
the  detour  by  Briee  instead  of  going 
direct  to  or  from  Glys,  whither  this 
bridge  conducts.  The  road  then 
makes  a  wide  sweep,  turning  away 
from  the  Glytzhom,  the  mountain 
which  bounds  the  valley  on  the  rt, 
towards  the  Breithom,  on  the  opposite 
side,  approaching  a,  little  hill  doited 
with  white  chsxela  and  crowned  by 
a  calvary.  It  then  a^ain  H|]proachea 
the  gorge  of  the  Saltme,  shirting  the 
verge  of  a  precipice,  at  the  bottom 
of  which  the  torrent  is  seen  at  a  vast 
depth,  forcing  its  way  among  black 
and  bristling  slate  rocks,  which  seem 
still  shattered  by  the  convuIsioD  which 
first  gave  apasssge  to  its  walere.  It 
is  a  scene  of  grandenr,  almost 
ror.  At  the  upper  end  of  the 
h^  above  hia  head,  the  traveller 
may  discern  the  glaciers  under  which 
the  road  is  carried,  but  which  he  will 
require  at  least  3  good  hoora  to  reach, 
on  account  of  the  Einoorities  of  Che 
route.  lAioking  back,  he  will  per- 
ceive the  valley  of  the  Bhone,  as  &r 
as  Tonrtemagne,  spread  out  as  a  map 


long  in  sight.  It  is  a  constant  pull 
tgainat  the  collar  from  Brieg  to  tbe 
second  refbge.  Here  the  road,  car- 
ried for  some  distance  nearly  on  a 
level,  is  compelled  to  bend  round  the 
vidley  of  the  Ganther  until  it  can 
cross  the  torrent  which  traverses  it 
by  another  lofty  bridge,  called  Pont 
da  Qanlher.  The  npper  end  of  this 
wild  ravine  is  subject  ''      ■'      """" 
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almost  every  vrinter,  the  snow  of  which 
nearly  fills  it  up,  and  reaches  some- 
times to  the  crown  of  the  arch.  This 
bridge  is  left  nncovered,  from  the  fear 
jnst^  entertained  by  the  engineera 
that  the  terrific  gusts  or  currents  of 
air  which  accompany  the  fall  of  an 
avalanche  might  blow  the  arch  en- 
tirely  away,  were  much  resistance  of 
flat  timber-work  presented  to  it.  The 
road  originally  traversed  a  gallery  cut 
in  the  rock  near  this,  bnt  it  has  been 
removed.  After  crossing  the  bridge 
the  road  turns  down  the  opposite  si^ 
and  then  ascenda  by  sevend.  zigsags 
to  the  third  refuge,  called 

3  Btreaal,  or  Persal,  a  homely  ta- 
vern, conaistjng  of  2  buildings  con- 
nected by  a  roof  across  the  road, 
where  16  post-horses  are  kept,  afford- 
ing plain  fare  and  6  or  8  be^.  It  may 
be  reached  in  2A  hours  from  Brieg. 

Tbe  first  gaUery  which    the  road 

traverses  is  that  of  Schalbet,  95  ft. 

long— 3920  ft.  above  Gljjs.     Near  this 

to  the  summit,  should  the 


the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The  glitter- 
ing white  peeks  of  the  Breithom, 
Aletsch-homer,  and  Viescber-homer, 
are  magnificent  objects  in  this  scene, 
while  below  them  two  strips  are  risible 
of  the  glaciers  of  Aletsch,  one  of  the 
most  extensive  in  the  Alps. 

Fifth  Refuge,  called  Schalbet 
"  Here  a  picture  of  desotation  sur- 
rounds the  traveller.  The  pine  has 
no  longer  the  scann  pittance  of  soil 
which  it  requires  for  nourishment; 
the  hardy  but  beautiful  Alpine  flower 
ceases  to  embellish  the  sterQe  solitude; 
and  the  eye  wanders  over  snow  and 
glacier,  fractured  rock  and  roaring 
cataract,  relieved  onlf  by  that  stupen- 
dous monument  of  human  labour,  the 
road  itseif,  winding  along  the  edges  of 
precipices,  penetrating  the  primeval 
granite,  striding  over  the  furious  tor- 
rent, and  burrowing  tjirough  dark  and 
dripping  grottoes  beneath  accumulated 
masses  of  ice  and  snow." — Johnson. 

The  portion  of  the  road  between 
the  fifth  refuge  and  tbe  summit  is  th« 
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mott  dftogerouB  of  all,  at  the  season 
when  BVBl&ikches  fall,  and  tourmentes 
arise,  on  which  a<!couDt  it  is  provided 
with  1  places  of  shelter,  viz.,  3  gal- 
leries, 'i  refuKes,  and  a  hospice,  wiUiin 
a  distance  of  not  more  than  1)  mUe. 
The  head  of  the  gorge  of  Schalbet. 
a  wild  recess  in  the  flanks  of  the 
Afonle  Leone,  is  filled  up  with  glaciers, 
beneath  which,  along  Che  ei^  of  a 
yawning  abyss,  the  road  is  necessarily 
cnnducted.  These  fields  of  evertasling 
ioe,  forming  the  Kaltwasser  glacier, 
in  the  heat  of  sommer  feed  5  or  6 
fiurious  torrents,  the  sonrces  of  the 
Saltine,  and  in  winter  discbarge  fre- 
quent avalanches  into  the  gulf  below. 
To  protect  ihis  portion  of  tbe  road  3 
eaUeries,  called,  from  their  vicinity  lo 
we  glaciers,  Glacitr  Galleries,  partly 
OKCavated,  partly  boilt  of  masonry 
strongly  arched  have  been  con- 
structed. By  an  ingenious  contriv- 
ance of  the  engineer,  they  serve  in 
places  as  bridges  and  aqueducts  at 
the  same  time,  Uie  torrents  being  con- 
ducted over  and  benealh  them  ;  and 
the  traveller  is  surprised  to  find  bis 
carri^e  suddenly  driven  in  perfect 
safety  underneath  a  con^derable 
waterta.U.  These  galleries  have  been 
recently  extended  far  beyond  their 
original  length,  for  greater  secarity. 
In  the  spniu;  the  avalanches  slide 
over  their  roots. 

Tbe  Sixth  Refuge  is  also  a  barrier, 
at  which  a  toll  is  paid  for  each  horse, 
to  defray  the  cost  of  keeping  the  road 
in  repair.  The  loll  charged  varies 
from  2  fr.  to  6  fir.  per  horse,  upon 
what  principle  is  not  known ;  the 
traveUer  should  make  inquiries  at  the 
foot  of  the  pass  respecting  the  proper 
amount,  in  order  that  he  may  not  be 
detrauded.  A  sunple  cross  of  wood,  a 
f^w  yards  farther,  marks  the  highest 
summit  or  culminating  point  of  the 
road,  6578  ft,  above  the  level  of  the 
sea-  About  ^  a  mUe  beyond  it  stands 
the  Ntin  Hospice,  founded  by  Napo- 
leon for  the  reception  of  travellers, 
but  left  unfinished,  for  want  of  funds, 
until  1840.  Externally  it  is  a  plain, 
solid  edifice,  containing  several  very 

ing-room  provided  with  a  piano,  a  r«- 


feclory,  a  chapel,  and  about  30  beds 
for  travellers  of  the  common  sort.  It 
ia  much  more  comfortable  than  tbe 
hospice  on  the  Great  St.  Bemaid,  and 
ia  even  warmed  with  a  heating  a{^a- 
ratuB.  It  is  occupied  by  S  or  4 
brothers  of  Ihe  Augustine  order, 
members  of  the  same  community  as 
those  on  the  Great  Sc  Bernard.  The 
prior  is  the  amiable  father  Bsrnu, 
whose  civility  must  be  remembered 
by  all  who  have  visited  the  Great 
St.  Bernard  witiiin  the  25  years 
during  which  be  has  resided  diere. 
Several  of  the  oelebrated  dogs  of  SL 
Bernard  are  kept  here,  but  they  are 
rarely  employed  in  active  service. 
The  monks  are  very  happy  to  show 
the  mansion  b>  travellers,  and  to  re- 
ceive, lodge,  and  entertain  them,  espe- 
cially in  stormy  weather  and  dnnng 
winter.  Those  who  can  aSbrd  it,  wiS 
always  leave  behind  them  remunera- 
tion at  least  equivalent  to  th^  which 
ia  paid  at  an  iim.  The  eatabllahment 
ia  similar  to  that  on  the  Great  St. 
Bernard,  except  that  it  is  more  limited 
in  extent  and  funds.   (See  Route  lOS.) 

A  large  open  valley  of  conaiderable 
extent,  Kiunded  by  snow-clad  heights, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  drained 
lake,  occupies  the  summit  of  the 
Simplon.  It  is  devoid  of  picturesqae 
interest,  all  around  is  barrenness,  and 
nothing  but  lichens  and  coarse  herbage 
grow  on  the  bare  rocks.  Below  the 
road,  on  the  rl.,  stands  a  tall  Tower, 
the  original  Hospice  before  the  new 
one  was  builL  A  gradual  but  con- 
tinued descent  leads  past  tbe  Seventh 
Refuge  (ruined),  in  about  3  miles,  to 
the  village  of 

5  Simplon  (JtaL  Sempione).  /««  ,■ 
Poste  ;  affords  clean  beds  and  a  tole- 
rable dinner  at  3  fr.  Tbe  belated 
traveller  may  easily  conlent  himself 
with  such  quarters — indeed  (exoept 
perhaps  at  Isella)  no  other  are  to  be 
found  nearer  than  Domo  d'Ossola,  a. 
drive  of  3^  hours  at  the  least.  Tlie 
traveller  should  here  supply  himself 
with  a  wooden  sabot  to  save  the  iron 
drag  of  biscarriage,  as  the  descent  now 
becomes  rapid,  in  spile  of  the  wide 
circuit  which  the  road  makes  in  order 
to  diminish  the  Bteepness. 
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By  a  w^-coDBtriiCt«d  bend,  the 
traveller  reaches  the  Gatlerie  d'Aigaby, 
the  first  excavation  on  the  Italiaa  side, 
abont  &  ieanies  from  Brie^  and  5 
li-Dm  Domo  d^Owola,  on  the  banke  of 
the  torrent  Doveria.  The  road  dives 
into  this  gallery,  and  then^  hj  a  more 
grsdnal  slope,  enters  the  Gorge  of 
Gondo,  one  of  the  grandest  and  moat 
aamge  in  the  Alps,  which  narrows 
and  deepens  at  every  step,  until  its 
predpiccB  in  stHiie  places  actually 
OTcrnang  tbe  road,  which  is  squeezed 
in  between  them  on  one  dde  and  tbe 
fretting  ton^it  on  the  other.  It  is 
bounded  bj  slate  rocks,  whose  smooth 
vertical  sides  deny  support  to  any 
vegetation  ;  only  now  aod  then  a  toft 
of  grass  lodged  in  a  cleft,  or  a  fringe 
of  fir-trees  g^vwing  above  the  gorge, 
and  TiHible  at  a  sreat  height  on  the 
verge  of  (he  precipice,  contract  agree- 
ably with  Uie  unvaried  surface  of 
black  rock.  The  base  of  these  difia 
and  the  bed  of  the  stream  are  in  places 
heaped  up  with  vftat  shattered  fri^ 
ments,  ruins  of  the  mountains  above  ; 
while  loosened  masses  still  hanging  on 
die  slope  seem  to  threaten  the  pas- 

inie  Soveria  is  now  crossed  by  a 
wooden  bridge  called  Ponte  Alto,  an 
qiproach  to  which  has  been  formed 
In'  scarping  the  rock  with  gunpowder. 
Some  way  &rther  a  vast  projecting 
bnttiess   of  rock  juts  out  from  the 

bhxdi  up  all  further  passage.    It 
deed  formed  a  serious  impedimeni 
the   coDstmcdon  of  tbe  road,  o< 
come,  however,  by  the  skill  of  the 
enMneer,  who  has  bored  it  through, 
wiUi   another   of  those   artificial  ca- 
verns.     This  QaOars  of  Gondc  ia  the 
longest  cut  through  solid  rock  id  tbe 
whole   line  of  tbe  SimploD,  as  it 
sures  596  feet ;  it  was  also  the 
difficult  and  costly  to  make,  oi 
connt  of  the  extreme  hardness  of  the 
rock  (granit£  ?)  :  for  it  required  the 
iocessant  labour   of  more  than   100 
worfcrnen,  in   gangs   of   8,  relieving 
each  other  da;  and  night,  to  pierce 
a  paasaee  in   18  months.    The  pro- 
gress df  the  work  would  have  been 
still  more  tedioua  had  the  labourers 
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confined  themselves  to  the  two  ends  ; 
but  the  engineer  caused  two  lateral 
imeninga  to  t>e  made,  by  which  means 
the  rock  was  attacked  in  4  places  at 
once.  The  miners  were  suspended 
by  ropes  to  the  face  of  the  rock  until 
a  lodgment  was  ef&cted,  to  comtnence 
these  side  openings,  which  now  serve 
as  windows  to  light  the  interior.  Op- 
posite one  of  ihem  is  seen  the  inscrip- 
^on  "  jEre  Halo,  1805.  Sap.  Imp." 
"'---  --  ■■- -  -■ery  mouth  of 
f  the  roari 

liMm  tbe  rocks,  close  to  the 
which  is  carried  over  it  on  a  beauti- 
ful bridge,  Mr.  Broekedoo,  an  artist 
of  skill,  as  well  as  a  traveller  of  ex- 
perience, remarks,  in  his  Excursions 
among  tbe  Alps,  tliat  the  scenery  of 
Ibis  portion  rf  the  Val  Doyeria,  in 
coming  from  Switzerland,  bursting 
suddenly  upon  the  traveller  as  he 
issues  from  the  gallery,  "offers  per- 
haps the  finest  assembl^e  of  objects 
to  excite  an  emotion  of  tbe  sublime, 
that  is  (o  be  found  in  the  Alps."  The 
traveller  sbonld  panae  and  look  back 
after  proceeding  about  40  yards.  The 
both  sides  as  straight 
ing  tbe  summit  of  wild 


sublimity.  The  little  strip  of  sky 
above,  the  torrent  roaring  in  the  dark 
gulf  below,    the  white   foam    of  t 


waterf^  the  graceful  arch,  and  the 
black  mouth  of  tbe  cavern,  form  a 
picture  which  has  iieen  spread  over 
the  world  by  the  pencils  of  all  our 
first  landscape-painters.  A  number  of 
ligiagB  now  conduct  to  a  bridge  which 
was  carried  away  by  an  avalanche 
during  the  dreadfii)  storm  which 
mined  a  great  part  of  the  Simplcm 
road,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1834.  The 
road  is  still  nnrepaired  (1S51),  and 
in  places    very   narrow   and    in   bad 

Gondo  (Gunz),  the  last  village  in 
the  VaUais,  consists  of  a  few  i^ser- 
able  huts,  grouped  round  a  siogular, 
tall  building,  7  Btoriea  high,  erected, 
like  the  tower  at  Bimplon,  by  the 
old  Bri^  family  Stockslper,  in  an- 
cient dajB,  for  the  refiige  of  travel- 
lers. A  loll  is  leviea  here.  An 
hour's  walk  by  the  -  side  of  the. 
I  2 


1850),  where 
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torrent,  vhich  falls  io  a  ductule 
down  the  rL-hand  wall  of  the  vallej, 
le*ds  to  a  gold-mine,  which,  though 
it  barelj  produces  a  few  parUcles  of 
the  precious  metal,  is  still  worked  in 
the  hope  of  gain.  "  In  the  winter  of 
1812-»  the  snow  was  drifted  to  such 
a  depth  in  the  gorge  below  Gondo, 
that  the  sledges  on  which  carriages 
were  placed  passed  aboat  100  ft. 
aboTe  ftie  road. — L.  S.  The  traveller 
I    Italy   a   short    while    before 

be  tolerable, 
cusiom-house  and 
situated. 

The  tempests  of  18:14.  and  1839  fell 
with  tremendous  violence  npon  this 
part  of  the  road,  which  they  ifostrojed 
for  a  space  of  nearly  8  m. ;  that  is  to 
atiy,  for  this  diataoce  the  portion 
which  was  carried  off  was  greater  than 
that  which  was  left.    Every  bridge  of 

stances,  even  the  materials  of  which 
the  bridge  was  bnilt  disappeared,  and 
the  very  place  where  it  etood  was 
not  to  be  recognised.  Every  torrent 
&llmg  into  this  part  of  the  valley 
brou^t  down  with  it  ao  avalanche 
of  atones  ;  the  damage  done  to  the 
road  is  even  now  not  repaired,  but 
the  air  of  desolation  caused  by  it 
will  never  be  efisced.  A  new  line 
of  road  has  been  traced  onC  by  the 
Sardinian  government.  The  Gallery 
of  Isella,  a  narrow  arch  of  rock  a 
little  below  the  village,  was  flooded 
by  die  torrent  ponring  through  it, 


'ethen 


tthe 
month  of  the  Val  Dovedro,  a  hand- 
some new  bridge  which  supplied  the 
place  of  the  one  demolished  by  the 
torrent  over  which  it  passes,  had  itself 
been  carried  off,  together  with  a  tem- 
porary wooden  one,  in  1850.  In  fact 
nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  state  of 
the  Simplon  road  on  the  Sardinian 
side  of  the  Pass:  for  a  long  distance 
yon  go  through  the  bed  of  the  Doveria; 
proper  means  are  not  taken  to  conflne 
the  torrent. 

Hereabouts  ■  change  comes  over 
the  valley,  from  nakedness  to  the  rich 
sreen  foliage  of  the  chestnut,  which 
shades  the  road,  and  to  that  of  the 


.ollen. 
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dark  fir  which  clothes  the  summits  of 
the  hitherto  bare  mountains  above. 
The  last  gallery  is  traversed  a  little 
before  reaching  Crevola,  where  the 
Doveria  is  crossed  for  ^e  last  time 
by  a  fine  lofty  bridge  of  2  arches, 
nearly  90  ft.  high,  previous  to  its 
flowing  into  the  nver  Toee,  Toccia,  or 
Tosa,  which  here  issues  out  of  the  Val 
FormazEa,  and  the  Val  Vedro  termi- 
nates in  the  Val  d'OssoU.  The  mnlo- 
roads  &om  the  Qries  and  Grimsel, 
passing  the  &lls  of  the  Tosa  (Bte.  29), 
fall  into  the  Simplon  ronla  at  Crevola. 

It  is  now  that  the  traveller  really 
finds  himself  in  a  difierent  re^on 
and  in  an  altered  climate  ;  the  softer 
hues  of  earth  and  aky,  the  balmy  air, 
the  tretliaed  vines,  the  rich  juicy 
stalks  of  the  maize,  the  almost  deaf- 
ening chirp  of  the  grasshoppers,'  and, 
at  night,  the  equally  loud  croakinga 
of  the  frogs — the  white  villages,  with 
their  tall,  square  bell-t^iwers,  also 
white,  not  only  scattered  thickly 
along  the  valley,  but  perched  on 
every  little  jutting  platform  on  the 
hill-sides — all  these  proclaim  the  en- 
trance to  Italy.  Eustace  has  re- 
marked that  '■  the  valley  which  now 
opens  out  1«  view  is  one  of  the  most 
delightful  that  Alpine  solitudes  en- 
close, or  the  foot  of  Ihowanderer  ever 
traversed  ;"  a  remark  which,  though 
tme,  will  bear  much  modification  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  quit  Italy  by 
this  route  instead  of  enterin?  it.  It 
is  only  by  those  who  approach  it  from 
the  north  that  its  charms  can  be  folly 
appreciated. 

3Domo  'd'OsBoIa  — (/rms.-  Atigelo 
(Post);  AnciennePoate,  very  good.) — 
L.S.  This  ia  a  amall  and  unimportant 
town,  with  few  points  of  interest,  save 
that  it  is  Italianl —  in  very  stone. 
Houses  with  colonnades,  streets  witJi 
awnings,  shops  teeming  with  sausu^es, 
macaroni,  and  garlic,  lazy-looking, 
loitering  lazzaroni  in  red  night-caps, 
and  bare,  mahogany-coloured  legs, 
intermixed  with  mtdea,  burly  priests, 
and  females  veiled  with  the  mantilla, 
fill  up  the  picture  of  an  Italian  U 

Theas  *         "■ 
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takes  up  1 3  hrs.  posting,  excluaive  of 
■topples.  The  Toed  descends  the 
rallej'  of  the  Tosa  doim  to  ils  mouth 
in  the  I<i^„ 
orer  the  Tosa, 

and  again  6  m.  below  V  o^gna  fat 
Magi  undone)  have  been  earned  off  bj 
the  Hiomu  of  1834  and  1849.  In  1850 
rods  ferry-boats  supplied  their  places. 
2pOslB  Vocogna.— (fiia.-  Alb.  della 
Corona,  small  and  dean.)  The  Toss, 
in  spite  of  its  rapidity,  is  oarigable  a 
short  distance  abore  this  place  ;  the 
barges  are  towed  np  by  double  teams 
of  6  or  8  horses  on  each  banh.  The 
JnlereBting   valley    of  Ansasca    (Bt«. 


dered  over  night  at  Pie  da  Mulera. 
Near  Omavasca  are  the  while  marble 
qoanies  which  have  supplied  the 
stone  for  Milan  CathedniL 
At  Oravellona,  the  Strona,  B  small 
'  t  crossed,  which  drains  the 
>  d'Orta,  and  a  road,  mnniDe  up 
.  bank,  leads,  in  3  hrs.  (good  to 
walk),  to  the  lake  of  Orta,  mt  of  the 
moat  pictartaqae  on  the  Italian  harder. 
(See  Btea.  101,  102.)  At  Fariolo  the 
lago  Maggiore  bursts  into  view,  with 


itol  bs 


„      aaggiore  I 

I  IboIa  Mudre,  the  northemmOBt  of 
theBorromean  talands,  in  the  distance. 
A  little  further  are  quan-ies  of  a  beau- 
tiful rose  granite,  which  derives  its 
colour  from  the  prevalenoe  of  felspai 
in  iC  That  mineral  is  obtained  here 
in  beautiful  flesh-coloured  cryatala. 

3  Baveno~/nn  :  La  Posta,  near  the 
lake,  tolerably  good,  chai^^  mode- 
rate, in  a  lovely  situation. 

Boat)  to  the  Borromean  Isles — 2 
rowers,  for  2  hrs.  5  fr.,  and  1  fr.  per 
hour  a^r  that.  An  hoar  begqn 
counts  as  a  full  hour. 

Aases  are  kept  for  the  ascent  of 
Honterone,  4  fr.  charge.  On  them 
fou  may  reach  the  smnmiC,  but  it 
lengthens  the  journey  by  some  honrs. 

Diligence  to  Milft"  in  9  hrs. ' —  to 
Dome  d'Ossola  in  14  hrs. 

Tite  Monte  Monlerone,  or  JHorgoi- 
tolo,   rising  behind  the  village,  com- 
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mands  one  of  the  finest  panoramio 
views  of  the  Alps,  equal  to,  if  not 
liner  than,  that  from  the  Kigi,  having 
at  its  feet  the  Lago  d'Orta  on  one 
side,  and  Lago  Maggiore  on  the  other. 
It  takes  3  hrs.  from  Baveno  to  reach 
the  top,  4350  ft.  above  the  sea-level 
Its  slopes  are  said  to  be  infested  with 
snakes.  You  may  descend  (he  impo- 
site  side  to  Orta,  and  return  in  a  Iraat 
to  Omegna,  2  hrs.  walk  from  Bavenu. 
(See  Hte.  102.) 

The  W.  shore  of  the  lake,  as  &r  as 
Sesto,  being  the  Sardinian  frontier,  is 
lined  with  ciutom-lioiae  officers,  who 
search  all  who  land  or  embark  from 
the  states  of  Austria  or  Switxerland. 
Yon  may 
fee  of  half  a  franc' 

The  BorronuKm  Iilamb  roay  be  con- 
veniently visited  from  Baveno  i  and 
the  traveller  on  his  way  to  Milan  may 
send  ronnd  his  carriage  to  meet  him 
at  the  Count's  Stsblea  (I'Escuderia), 
the  nearest  point,  or  at  Slresa.  A 
boat  from  Baveno,  nith  two  rowers,  to 
go  and  return,  costs  5  fr.  if  not  kept 
more  than  2  hrs.;  beyond  that  10  sous 
per  rower  is  charged  for  every  hour. 
The  steam-boat  which  navigates  the 
I^go  Maggiore  passes  near  the  islands 
every  morning,  about  9,  on  its  way  to 
Sesto,  and  again,  on  its  way  back,  at 
3  ;  so  that,  by  setting  off  early  from 
Baveno,  a  traveller  (having  no  car- 
riage) might  see  them,  and  avail  him- 
self of  this  rapid  conveyance  to  reach 
Sesto.  The  stiamer  callB  at  Palanza 
for  pasaengws  every  morning  about 
9j  aboatpliesthitherfroin Baveno. 

It  takes  25  minutes  to  row  from 
Baveno  to  the  Isola  Bella,  passing,  on 
the  way,  the  Isola  dei  Pescatori,  so 
Bailed  because  its  inhabitants  are  poor 
hose  rude  semi-plastered 
hovels  contrast  abruptly  with  the 
stately  structures  on  the  neighbouring 
island  The  laola  Bella  belongs  to 
the  Count  Borromeo,  who  resides  a 
part  of  the  year  in  the  vast  palace. 
'      ancestor  of  the  family,  in  1671, 

rerted  this  mass  of  bare  and  barren 

alate-rock,  which  lifted  itself  a  few 
'eet  above  the  auTfaoe  of  the  lake,  into 
.  beautiful  garden,  teeming  with  the 
'egetation  of  the  tropios.    It  consists 
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of  10  temutes,  the  lowest  fonoded  on  ' 
piers  tbrown  into  the  lake,  risLnr  in 
%  pyramidal  form  one  above  aoother, 
RiidJiiied  with  atatuea,  rases,  obelisks, 
and  black  cjpressea.  Upon  these,  as 
upon  the  hanring  gardens  of  Babylon, 
flonneb  in  the  open  air,  not  merely 
the  orange,  citron,  myrtle,  and  pom^ 
granale,  but  aloes,  cactuses,  the  oam- 
phoT'tree  (of  which  there  is  a  specimen 
20  fL  high),  sngar-oaae,  and  oo^e^ 
plant—all  inhabitants  of  tropical  coiiD' 
tries — and  this  within  a  day's  journey 
of  the  Lapland  climate  of  the  Simplon, 
and  within  view  of  Alpine  snows. 

The  proverbial  diaagreement  of 
doctors  is  nollung  in  comparison  willi 
the  discord  rrf'  traveUers  on  the  merits 
of  this  island.  To  Smtmd  the  sight 
of  the  island  at  a  distance  si^^gests  (he 
idea  of  "  a  huge  Perigord  pie,  stuck 
round  with  the  beads  of  woodcocks 
and  partridges  ;  "  Mattluiri  extols  it 
as  "  the  magic  creation  of  labour  and 
taste  ...  a  fairy-land,  which  might 
serre  as  a  model  for  the  gardens  of 
Caljpao;"  Bauisurt  calls  it  "  un  mag- 
nifique  caprice,  une  pens^  grandiose, 
line  esp^ce  de  creation;"  while  Broci- 
tdon  at«mly  pronounces  it  as  "  wor- 
thy only  of  a  rich  man's  misplaced 
extrav^ance,  and  of  the  taste  of  a 
confectioner."  To  taste,  it  puiy  have 
Utile  pretension;  bat,  ibr  a  traveller 
freab  from  the  rigid  climate  of  the 
north,  this  sin^fular  creation  of  art, 
with  its  aromatic  groves,  its  aloes  and 
cactuses  startinp  out  of  the  rocks — 
and,  above  all,  its  glorioos  situation, 
bathed  by  the  dark  blue  waters  of  the 
lake,  renecting  the  sparkling  white 
vill^^s  on  its  banks,  and  the  distant 
inows  of  the  Alps,  cannot  fiul  to  afFord 
pleasure,  and  a  visit  to  the  Isola  Bella 
will  certainly  not  be  repented  o£. 

Every  handful  of  mould  on  the 
island  was  originally  brought  from  a 
distance,  and  requires  to  be  constantly 
renewed.  It  is  probable  that  its  foun- 
dation of  slate-rock  favours  the  powth 
of  tender  plants  hy  long  retaining  the 
heat  of  a  noon-day  sun ;  but  few  per- 

this,  the  terraces  are  boarded  over 
during  winter,  and  the  plants  pro- 
tected from  the  froM  by  stoves  hwued  , 


beneath ;  thus  converting  the  terraces 
into  a  sort  of  hothouse.  The  orange 
and  lemon  blossoms  perfiime  the  air  to 
some  dist«nce.— L.  S. 

A  laurel  (bay)  of  gigantic  siie  is 
pointed  out,  as  well  for  its  remark^le 
growth  as  for  a  scar  on  its  bark, 
where  Napoleon,  it  is  said,  cat  with  a, 
knife  the  word  "  battaglia,"  a  short 
while  before  the  battle  of  Hareneo. 
Bonssean  once  iJionght  of  mwL-inp  tho 
Isola  Bella  the  residence  of  his  Julie^ 
but  changed  his  mind  on  reflecting 
that  so  artificial  an  abode  would  noC 
be  consistent  with'  the  simplicity  of 
her  charaMer. 

The  Palace,  which,  with  the  gar- 
dens, ia  liberally  shown  to  strangera 
at  all  times  by  permission  of  iCa 
owners,  oontjuns  pictures  by  the  J'ro- 
BoccHii,  the  Charity  of  And.  SaccM, 
and  some  by  Tempata.  In  the  Ght^pti 
are  3  superb  monnmenls  of  the  Bor- 
romeo  family,  removed  from  a  church 
in  Milan  at  the  time  of  the  Cisaljriae 
republic :  one,  of  the  I5th  oentun, 
was  made  to  hold  the  relics  of  St. 
Giustina,  an  ancestress  of  the  family; 
another,  on  the  rt  of  the  altar,  is  b^ 
AnL  Busti,  and  is  praised  by  Vasan. 
The  large  nnfinished  building  which 
separates  the  two  wings  was  intended 
for  an  octagonal  ball  and  great  stair- 
case, but  has  never  been  covered  in. 
There  is  a  tolerable  /■»  on  the  Isidai 
Bella,  lately  repured. 

The  Itoia  Madrt,  bam  its  greater 
distance  from  the  mountains,  which 
screen  the  sun  earlier  from  the  others, 
enjoys  a  milder  climate  in  winter, 
and  Its  gardens  will  interest  the  hor- 
ticulIunsL  The  jplanla  of  New  Hol- 
land grow  luxuriantly  out  of  doora ; 
the  two  species  of  tea  are  generally 
in  flower  in  October ;  4  species  of 
Araucaria  have  attained  considerable 
siM.-J.  B.P. 


The  Simplon  road,  where  it  skirta 
tlie  lake,  is  an  ahnost  uninterrupted 
terrace  of  masonry,  studded  with  gra- 
nite posts  at  intervali  of  a  few  net. 
Travellers  coming  trwn  Milan  may 
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of  tha  npper  and  lower  draperj  the 
odventurouB  climber  iqneezes  himself 
through— a  task  of  toiae  difficultj,  if 
he  be  of  corpulent  dimenuonfl;  sad 
be  then  clamberH  up  the  atone  piUwr 
which  aupporta  the  head,  bj  pliickDg 
his  feet  upon  the  iroa  ban  or  crainpa 
by  which  the  copper  dntpery  U  at- 
tached to  it.  To  e^ct  thiB,  he  must 
assume  a  straddling;  attitude,  and 
proceed  iu  the  dark   till    he   reaches 


arkable  for  the  number 
with  terraces  imd  gardens  in  front,  the 
colossal  statue  of  St.  Carlo  Bommta 
appears  on  the  hill  above  (he  rood. 

24  Arono— (/nnj;  Fosta,  close  to 
the  water;  good.  Albergo  Reole,  do.) 
— an  andent  town,  of  4O00  inhab., 
with  a  small  castellated  harbour.  It 
is  built  OD  the  very  margin  of  the 
lake ;  tjie  principal  street,  in  which 
the  inn  is  situated!,  is  so  narrow  that 
rajy  one  carriage  con  pass.  The 
Simplon  road  runs  through  the  upper 
part  of  the  town,  Tha  steamer  touches 
here  twice  &  day ;  carriages  can  be 
embarked  here. 

The  principal  Ch.  (Santa  Maria') 
COntuns  a  very  beautiful  picture  by 
GaHdentio  Ferrari — a  Holy  Family, 
with  shutters,  bearing  Egnres  of  saints, 
and  the  portrait  ot  a  Connless  Bor- 
romeo,  by  whom  it  was  presented  to 
the  church.  Son  Carlo  Borromeo  was 
bom  at  Arona,  1 538,  in  the  old  caatle, 
DOW  nearly  destroyed. 

On  the  summit  of  a  hill,  about  half 
an  hour's  walk  from  the  town,  stands 
the  Cdaaal  Statue  of  St.  Ckariea  Bar- 
nrmto,  66  it~  high,  and  placed  on  a 
pedestal  40  ft.  high.  The  head,  hands, 
and  feet,  alone,  are  coat  in  bronze; 
the  rest  of  the  figure  is  formed  of 
sheets  of  beaten  copper,  arranged 
round  a  pilhu-  of  rough  masonry 
which  forms  the  support  of  it.  The 
saint  is  represented  extending  his 
hauid  towards  the  lake,  and  over  his 
birth-place  Arono,  bestowing  on  them 
his  benedictioii.  There  is  grace  in 
the  attitude,  in  spite  of  the  pgantic 
pnqiortions  of  Che  flKUi^i  and  Dene- 
rolnice  beams  from  &,e  countenance; 
altogether  the  effect  of  it  is  gtjod, 
and  very  impressive.  It  was  erected, 
I69T,  by  subscriptions,  principally 
conWibutad  by  the  Borromean  tiuoily. 
It  is  passible  to  enter  the  statue  and 
tc  mount  up  into  the  bead,  but  the 
ascent  is  difficult  and  fatiguing,  and 
not  to  be  attempted  by  the  nervous. 
It  is  effected  by  means  of  two  ladders, 
tied  tt^ther  (provided'by  a  man  who 
lives  hard  by),  resting  on  the  pe- 
destal, and  reaching  up  to  the  skirt 
of  the  saint's  robe.   Between  tlie  folds 


of  holding  3  persona  at  once. 
he  may  rest  himself  by  sitting  down 
in  the  recess  of  the  nose,  which  forms 
no  bad  substitute  far  an  arm-chair. 
In  the  neighbouring  church  several 
relics  of  San  Carlo  are  preserved. 

A  good  carriage-roui,  but  narrow 
in  places,  leads  from  Arona  by  Goa- 
lano  to  Orta  (Kte.  101),  3^  posts. 
From  Orta  to  Borgomanero  is  '2  posts. 
There  is  also  a  poat-road  direct  from 
ArouBtoTurin.  A  railway  is  talked  o£ 


forms  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  into  the 
territory  of  Austrian  Lombardy,  and 


the  small  t< 


nof 


Sesto  Calende^(/n)u;  None, 
good ;  Post,  best)— 5  m.  from  Arona, 
charged  as  \  Piedmontese  post  or  l4 
Austrian  post.  Paaaports  are  strictly 
examined,  and  no  tra^tlUr  it  albnced  to 
pa»a  the  fioniier  tmltn  A«  be  prmiied 
Kith  tlu  siqtiatari  of  an  Aiatrian  mi- 
ni3ter—-rii  default  of  which  he  is  sent 
liack  to  Turin  or  Bemo  to  procure  it 
Sesto  is  said  to  have  been  a  Boman 
station,  and  to  have  received  its  name 
&om  a  market  held  here  on  the  26th 
or  27th  of  the  month— Se^rfo  Calendai. 
It  sUnds  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ticino, 
just  below  the  spot  where  it  quits  the 
Lago  Maggiore.  The  Ch.  of  St.  Dcnato 
is  a  structure  of  the  middle  ages. 

A  Steamer  starts  at  1  o'clock  every 
day  but  Sunday,  for  the  head  of  the 
lake,  stopping  at  Arono,  and  calling 
off  the  EJOTromean  Islands.  It  corres- 
ponds with  the  velocifera  (^omnibus) 
to  AUIan,  wbi<^  sets  out  witbu)  half  aa 
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hour  of  the  arriv&lofthe  ste&mer.  For 
tkres,  and  other  particulars  respectiDg 
the  Logo  M^giore,  see  Bte.  91. 

The  road  to  MQan  lies  oier  the 
beginning  of  the  great  plain  of  I«in- 
bitrdy,  tetweea  aTennes  of  csbb^e- 
headed  mnlberrj-trees,  hedges  of 
gracefiil  acacia,  and  rows  of  Tines 
trained  between  fruit-trees,  not  so 
an  to  intercept  the  splendid  views  of 
the  Alps  which  in  places  bound  three- 
fburths  of  the  horizon. 

The  country  is  excessively  ferUle, 
bat  the  road  usuaUy  most  disi^;reeable 
from  the  dust.  The  posting  is  not  on 
a  good  footing,  and  the  rate  of  driving 
is  very  slow — even  the  prospect  of 
double  buonamano  has  tittle  etfect  in 
accelerating  the  Dostiliong.  The  Dame 
of  every  village  is  written  on  the  wall 
at  the  entraace.  The  first  which  we 
pass  is  Soma,  conlwniog  an  ancient 
castle  of  the  Visconti,  fringed  with 
awallow-tajled  battlemenls,  and  a  re- 
markable cypresa-tree  of  great  ^e, 
one  of  the  latest  known.  It  is  stated 
to  have  been  a  tree  in  the  days  of  Ju- 
lias CKsar  (?)  i  it  is  121  ft.  high  and 
33  ft.  in  girth.  Napoleon  respected 
it  at  the  time  of  the  constructton  of 
the  rte.  of  the  Simplon,  cansing  the 
road  to  divei^  from  a  straight  li^e  on 


battle  between   Scipio  and  Hannibal, 
commonly  called  the  battle  of  the  Ti- 
cinus,  in  which  Scipio  was  worsted. 
I J  Gallerati, — Beyond  this  ia 
{  Cascina  deUeCorde  (of  the  ropes), 
also  called  Cascina  del  Boon  .Tesu. 
At  Buslo,  a  mile  to  the  W.  of  thia,  is  a 
church  designed  by  Bnunante, and  con- 
lai  nine  frescoes  by  Qaudeiuia  Ferrari, 
IJ  Bho.— Outside   the   t«wQ  is  a 
very  handsome  church  designed    by 
Pellegrini  ;  the  facade,  recently  fin- 
ished,  is  by  Pollack.     Near  this  ar~ 


excellent ;  Croce  di  Malta,  good  and 
quiet.)  For  a  description  of  Milan, 
see  Tbe   H*nd-Book   for  Travel- 

LBKa    IS    NOETllEKN    ItALT. 

ROUTE  60. 


),  the  vioinity  of 


ealthy. 


The  road 

Ian  by  the  Arco  del Sempione  (dellaPace) 
□ommenced  by  Napoleon,  and  finished 
by  the  Austrian  government  1838. 

1+  MiLAH.— (/wis:  Bairr'a  Hotel; 
excellent,  and  not  dear  ;  Gran  Bre- 
tagna )  ^bei^  lieale,  good  I  La  Villa, 


njTEKLAOHBH,     BT 
THE    LOTSCBTHAL,  AKD   KANDEBSTEO. 

Tourtemagne  in  Ble.  59. 

From  Oampel  to  Kanderateg  is  10 
hrs. ;  a  guide  is  required  at  least  from 
Eippel  to  Kanderst^.  Jos.  Ebener 
ofKippel  is  recommended,  and  there 
alone  retreahments  can  be  obtained. 
A  path  runs  up  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhone  from  LiiSche  to  GampeL 

"  A  mile  or  eo  above  Tourtemagne 
a  bridge  over  the  Bhone  leada  to  the 
vUli^  of  Gampel,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Xotschthal,  a  very  narrow  and 
steep  vjdley  rising,  not  in  terraces, 
but  with  a  rajnd  and  continuous  as- 
cent. After  crossing  the  Lonia  at 
Gampel  a  steep  ascent  succeeds,  com- 
manding fine  views  over  the  Bhone. 
The  paUi  next  enters  a  gorge.  About 
an  hour  from  Gampel  there  is  a  tall, 
not  visible  from  the  road,  of  no  great 
height,  but  a  large  volume  of  water. 
Beyond  the  chapel  of  Koppigstein, 
which  is  constantly  swept  away  by 
avalanches,  you  recross  the  Lonza  to 
its  rt  bank.  For  the  first  1^  hr.  not 
a  green  field  or  patch  of  com  is  passed; 
at  the  end  of  that  time  a  group  of  cot- 
tages occurs  in  a  lovely  scene  of  mea- 
dow, wood,  and  rock,  overhung  by 
5aks,  after  which  the  cha- 
the  valley  is  more  cheerful 
aataras 

"  3  Ferden,  where  it  turns  sharply 
to  the  east.  At  the  angle,  the  view 
along  both  branches  of  the  valley  ia 
superb  ;  the  upper  portion  is  wider 
and  longer  than  that  which  has  been 
passed,  extending  to  tbe  great  Lotsch- 
gletscher,  a  branch  of  the  sea  of  ice 
around  the  Jungfran,  overhung  by  the 
I«ut«rbrunn  Breithom  on  one  side, 
and  the  Aletsch-horner,  or  some  of 
their  offsets,  on  the  other ;  while  on  the 
south  the  Nestbom  and  other  very  lofty 
mountaina  rise  almost  perpendicularly 
in  icy  peaks.  The  curb's  house  at 
"Kjppel,    15    min.   frow    Ferden, 
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affords  the  best,  if  not  the  onlj,  ac- 
oomiDodation.  Good  ^ides  may  be 
had.  The  nephew  of  the  cure  is  a 
capital  moQntaineer,  but  few  or  none 
can  Bpeak  uijtbing  but  their  own 
German  patois.  A  direct,  but  ditll- 
calt,  and,  it  may  be,  dangeroua  route 
(paBB  it  (saoot  be  called)  lies  over  the 
crest  of  the  Bernese  Alps  to  Laater- 
bnUD,  passing  under  toe  Tschingel- 
hom,  and  descending  by  Tschingel- 
gletscher  and  Stein&erg  to  Lanter- 
brunn.  (Sea  Hte.  37.)  It  meete  Che 
rte.  above  described  from  Lauterbrunn 
to  Kanderste^,  HOmewbere  about  the 
inimmit  of  Outt  pass.  Tbe  descent 
from  the  Tschingel  is  steep  enough  to 
be  formidable  ;  what  diSiciiltj  there 
may  be  in  crossing  the  main  chain  the 
writer  cannot  say.  The  pass^e  of 
the  Ijoetwhberg  presents  do  difficult;. 
The  first  hour  is  through  munificent 
larch  woods,  after  which  there  is  about 
3  hrs.  over  pastures,  bare  atony  slopes, 
and  beds  of  snow  to 

**  3  The  Col,  6960  fL  above  the  sea- 
lerel,  overhung  by  the  grand  preei- 
pices  of  the  Balm-hom,  which  forms 
(he  eastern  end  of  the  Altela  group. 
By  giving  about  3  hrs.  more  to  the 
excursion,  a  high  peak  to  tbe  E., 
called  the  Hoch-hom,  may  be  as- 
cended. A  less  time  might  probably 
suffice  if  the  shortest  rt«.  from  Kippel 
were  taken  ;  our  euide  did  not  sug- 
gest it  till  we  baa  nearly  reached  the 
Col,  from  which  it  is  one  stands  (1  ^ 
hr.),  chiefly  over  ice.  Some  fearfully 
steep  slopes  are  to  be  crossed,  from 
which  the  eye  plunges  down  right  into 
the  Gaeterenthal,  5000  to  SOOU  ft.  be- 
neath.  A  singular  and  most  striking 
scene  4>ccurs  in  passing  round  an  in- 
sulated steeple  of  rock,  rising  out  of 
the  ice,  with  a  pool  of  clear  blue  water 
at  its  foot.  Between  it  and  the  peak 
lies  a  narrow  isthmus  of  ice,  sloping 
steeply  down  on  either  side  ;  after 
passing  this,  the  icy  shoulder  of  the 
monntain  is  to  be  wound  ronad,  with 
empW  space  on  two  sides  ;  and  then 
the  mat  ascent,  up  a  sharp  pile  of 
stones,  which  we  estimated  at  5  min.,  j 
and  found  to  take  15.  The  view  is 
superb.  To  the  S.  and  S.W.  Monte 
Bosa,    the  Uatter-hom,   and    Mont  | 


Blanc   towering   far     above    nearer 

mountains.aro  tholeadiogobjecta.  To 
the  E.  the  Tschingel-hora  and  other 
points  of  the  chain  on  which  we  stood, 
extending  to  the  Jungfrau  and  the 
Aletsch-bbrner.     To  the  W.  a  sea  of 

thai,  and  an  extensive  view  over  the 
Bernese  lowlands,  which,  however, 
obscured   by  a   coming    storm 


a  good  wa;,  we  then  descended 
over  bare  rocks  and  beds  of  snow  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  Balm-gletscher, 
and  reached  in  a  short  2  hrs.  from  the 
Hoch-hora  the  point  where  the  direct 
rte.  ara'oss  the  Lotschberg  quits  the 
glaiaer,  after  'ying  across  i(  probably 
for  1^  to  2  m.  Thence  there  ia  about 
If  hr.  of  very  steep  descent  into  Uie 
GastercDthal.  Tbe  river  is  to  be 
crossed  by  a  bridge,  which  must  not 
be  missed ;  thence  to  Kandersteg, 
about  2  hrs.     (See  Etc.  27.) 

"  This,  thoughjover  the  ice,  was  for- 
merly a  mule  path  of  some  traffic,  but 
fell  into  disuse  when  the  road  over  the 
Genuni  was  made  {  it  is  now  impass- 
able for  mules.  The  glacier  is  much 
crevassed,  but  not  dangerous.  8  hrs. 
is  abundantly  sufficient  to  go  &om 
Ferdeu  or  Kippel  to  Kandersteg,  so 
that  the  whole  distance  from  Tourte- 
magne  to  Kandersteg  mig^ic  be  accom- 
pli shed  in  one  loi^day,  and  the  had 
quarters  of  the  Lotscbthal  avoided. 
From  Terden  two  or  three  parallel 
pasaes  lead  to  the  baths  of  Leuk  in  5 
or  e  hrs."— A.  T.  M. 

Nolea  <yn  the  passage  of  the  Salm 


The  ascent  to  tbe  Glacier  is  very  steep, 
and  when  I  passed  there  were  several 
slopes  of  thin  froien  snow,  inclined  at 
a  very  considerable  angle,  which  re- 

a Hired  great  oaution.  The  surface  of 
le  glacier  was  not  dangerously  cre- 
vassed: in  one  place  we  came  upon  a 
piece  of  tbe  old  rudely-paved  road  in 
the  midst  of  tbe  snow.  From  the  QeX 
I  3 
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the  view  was  very  bewitiCdl:  MoDtc 
Boea,  witli  3  or  4  of  her  suminiM 
clearly  distia^Bhsble,  and  the  long 
ridge  which  [onaa  the  westem  barrier 
of  the  valley  of  St.  Nicolas  runniiu; 
up  into  an  inunense  moantain,  with 
two  conical  Bmninita,  I  presume  the 
Weiashora  and  Deot  Blanche;  foiiher 
to  the  westward  the  riew  was  confined 
by  Tkeighbouring  mouDtaina,  OTer  which 
jtonr  oorretpondent  *  A.T.U.'  mast,  I 
sQppose.  from  tte  huber  position  be 
gained,  have  obtaiaea  a  new." 

b.  Upper  part  of  Letechthal  and  Oie 
panes  leading  from  U.  (Guide.  Joseph 
Appener  of  KippeL) 

"  He  upper  part  of  this  Talley  haa 
a  due  N.E.  direction,  is  termineled  at 
its  upper  ead  b;  the  Xiotach  Qlacier, 
and  IS  bounded  on  either  side  b;  pa- 
rallel  ridges  of  ereat  altitude ;  tut  on 
the  leA  hand  beioE  the  roun  range  of 
Ihe  Bernese  Alps,  that  on  the  right  con- 
siatiop  of  scTBral  lofty  and  connected 
summits  which  we  will  now  describe, 

"First,  in  the  angle  of  the  valley, 
and  aboie  Ferden,  is  the  Bietachhom, 
next  the  Nesthom  (also  called  Jung' 
fran),  next  Breithom,  which  must  not 
be  confounded  with  the  Bernese  Breit- 
hom on  the  opporite  ridge,  and  last 
the  Sleckhom.  Opposite  tbe  Steck- 
hom  ia  the  mountun,  in  KeUer,  called 
Groashom,  and  the  depression  or  foroa 
between  ihem  is  die  dividing  point 
between  the  L&tmth  and  Aletsch  Gla- 
<uers,  and  ia,  as  I  waa  assured,  practi- 
cable', another  Col,  diat  Damely  be- 
tween the  summits  of  the  Steckhom 
and  Breithom,  to  which  however  the 
ascent  looka  very  awkward,  serves  as 
a  shortcut  from  the  upper  Lolschthai 
to  Brieg  in  the  Vallais,  descending  by 
the  Ober- Aletsch  Glacier  and  the  Bell- 
Alp.  This  pass  ia  known  to  Appener, 
who  ia  a  most  excellent  mountaineer, 
bnt  neither  he  nor  indeed  any  other 
person  in  the  vaUej  speaks  anything 
but  his  own  German  patois," 

Boate  from  the  Upper  LBiidK  That  oter 
the  main  ridge  to  Lauterbrmm.    (Aug. 
18*4.) 
"A  little  above  the  village  of  Zneis- 

len,  and  about  .2  hours'  walk  from 


Kippel,is 


SectL 


narrow  valley,  leading  up 
luio  uw  main  chain  of  the  Berneae 

Alps;  the  name,  as  well  as  I  could 
catch  it  from  die  pronunciation,  ia 
Hindere-Thal ;  there  is  no  indication 
of  it  in  Keller's  map.  which  is  not  very 
minutely  accurate  m  its  topography 
of  these  monnttunsi  but  it  runs  nearly 
N.  and  S.,  and  nuiat  originate  neaf 
the  S.  side  of  the  mountUQ  called  by 
him  Tschingel-horn,  but  which  is  in 
fact  the  Gspalt-hprn.  This  valley  or 
gorge  ia  followed  till  the  glacier  ia  ap- 
proached which  fills  up  its  head,  and 
which  ia  here  inaccessible  ni/acv  ;  » 
detour  baa  therefore  to  be  maile  to  the 
L,  over  very  ateep  ground,  and  tbe  gla- 
cier is  again  approached  at  a  point 
where  its  inclination  is  smaller,  and 
at  H  hmgbtwbere  it  is  already  covered 
with  perpetual  snow.  Here  the  rope 
came  into  requisition,  and  the  d^'a 
work  began  in  earnest  Slope  after 
slope  of  snow  was  passed,  the  few  cre- 

pletely  hidden  being  approached  by 
Appener  jnat  in  the  right  place; 
until  after  nearly  3  hours  of  walking 
up  to  the  calf  of  the  leg  in  snow,  we 
rescheda  long  range  of  weather-beaten 
rocks  which  shut  out  all  view  in  front, 
and  were  announced  to  form  the  sum- 
mit of  the  range.  The  acenery  hither- 
to had  been  more  remarkable  for  the 
novelty  of  the  differen  t  mountajn-peaka 
within  Bight,  than  for  the  magnificence 
of  any  one  in  particular :  the  oouthem 
faces  of  the  Bernese  Alps,  and  the 
northern  pinnacles  of  the  Aletsch- 
bjimer  (mountains  not  naual  to  be 
looked  at  from  this  point  of  view,  and 
not  a  little  difficult  to  identify),  with 
tbe  sloping  fields  of  snow  acroaa  wbiah 
our  track  was  visible  for  a  fore-gronnd. 
The  ridge  we  had  attained  was  in  no 
sense  oftbe  word  a  Col  or  pass,  bnt  m 
tolerably  level  and  uniibrm  elevation, 
with  B  wall  of  rocks  of  no  great  height, 
forming  a  continuoua  crest  or  battle- 
ment ;  but  the  grand  coap  d'ail  waa  to 
come.  Stepping  through  an  interval 
between  the  rocks,  the  scene  changed 
at  once.  In  place  of  tbe  gradual  slope 
by  which  we  had  ascended,  imme- 
diately beneath  our  feet  the  ground 
fell  away  in  front  Bad  on  eidier  hand, 
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OB,  with  just  enough  snow  heaped  up 
•gaingt  the  ridge  on  which  we  were 
gtanrting  to  make  the  descent  prec- 
tinable.  We  were  ikt  a  point  imme- 
diately above  the  centre  of  the  glacier, 
of  ivbich  we  could  see  the  twoextremi- 
Ues  sinking,  one  into  the  Gaglerenthil, 
and  the  other  into  the  vallej  of  the 
Ammerten;  directlv  in  fronl,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  glacier,  was  the 
Kien-thal,  with  the  Niesen  at  the  far 
end  of  iti  but  the  miat  was  hanging 
o»er  the  Lake  of  Thun,  Appener's 
knowledge  of  the  paas  was  here  criti- 
callj  tried :  at  the  base  of  the  snowj 
precipice  on  which  we  were  standing, 
joBt  where  the  bank  of  snow  touchM 
the  glacier,  was  evident  to  tbe  r.  aad ' 
aa  w  as  we  could  see,  an  eno 
crevasse,  or  birgscirund,  gaping 
ceive  the  avalanche  of  snow 
would  be  inevitably  occasioned  bj  qui 


-  —  Appener  in 

,   laughed,   and 

46  that  below 


st^  guide  and  I 
de^iair;    he,  howei 
said  tbat  we  should  e 
where  we  were  standing  thi 

tcAnmd  at  all;  and  so  it  proved,  or 
rather,  as  is  most  probable,  the  convex 
configuration  of  the  descent  at  that 
point  had  thrown  the  snow  more  for- 
ward, and  fiUed  it  np.  Once  npon  the 
level  of  the  glacier  we  felt  all  our 
anxieties  over,  snd  ran  quickly  over 
the  hard  snow,  and  after  one  or  two 
&nlts  among  the  crevasses  below  the 
Mutelli-hom,  reached  the  track  usually 
taken  between  Gasteren  and  tbe  Stein- 

"  Time,  Eippel  to  the  snow,  3  hours; 
over  snow  to  the  summit,  nearly  3 
hoars;  descent  to  Lauterbninnen  (very 
qnick),  5  hours;  total,  11.  Ac  the 
Capricorn  I  found  the  route  was  un- 
known to  any  of  the  guides;  Joseph 
Appener  is  the  only  S8&  man  Co  take. 
He  told  me  he  bad  tried  it  with  Pro- 
fessor Studer  of  Berne,  some  years  be- 
fore, but  the  bad  weather  turned  them 
back."— E.  W. 

From  Kandersteg  Lauterbmnn  may 


be  reached  in  one  very  hard  day  by 
the  Tsehingel  (Route  27),  or  by  a  route 
not  less  laborious,  bnC  more  secure,  up 
tbe  <Eschinen-thal,  a  lovely  little  val- 
ley, crossing  the  Diiodengrat  (Boute 
ae),  the  summit  of  which  ia  probably 
3  to  3i  hours  from  Kandersteg,  de- 
scending into  the  Kienthal,  and  ^ain 
mounting  a  pass  of  equal  height,  c^ed 
the  Klein  Farce,  and  thence  down  the 
Sefinen-thal  into  the  valley  of  Lanter- 
brann.  Tbe  whole  of  this  unfrequented 
route,  which  is  &r  less  savaee  ihsa 
tbat  by  the  Tsohingel-gletscher,  lies 
tbrou^h  scenery  of  the  highest  interest, 
in  which  romantic  beauty  is  combined 
with  the  atemer  features  of  Alpine 
scenery.  From  Kanderst««  to  Lauter- 
bmnn not  less  than  13  hours  going 
should  be  allowed.— A.  T.  M, 

KOtTTB  61. 


3  and  2^  or  3  days',  a  high  and 
difficult  pass. 

"  The  wav  fblhiws  the  St.  Bernard 
(Bte.  lOB)  for  a  short  distance;  then 
turning  downwards,  crosses  the  St. 
Bern;  branch  of  the  river  Buttier, 
near  its  Junction  with  the  Valpelline 
branch,  a  verv  beautiful  spot,  and  pro- 
ceeds through  rich  fields  to  the  village 
of  Valpelline,  ^  hours.  Here  the  vS- 
iej  narrows,  and  the  ascent  becomes 
rapid.  Passing  the  village  of  Oyace, 
picturesquely  siCaated  on  a  high  bar- 
rier of  rock  which  crosses  the  valley 
(1  hour  40  minutes),  you  reach  ia 
another  hour  Biona,  and  in  4  hours 
more  Che  chalets  of  Prerayen;  total 
from  AoBtft,  9  hours  of  rapid  ascent 
Cultivation  extends  high  up  the  val- 
ley, which  liOB  exposed  to  the  after- 
noon aun,  and  is  very  hot  There  is 
a  good  horse-road  to  Prerayen,  which 
belongs  to  the  Jesuits  of  AosCa,  who 
resort  thither  in  the  summer;  and  the 
chalets  in  consequence  aifurd  some- 
what better  quarters  than  most  of 
those  in  Piedmont  There  is  no  inn 
anywhere  in  the  Valpelline, 

»  The  head  of  the  valley  is  bounded 
by  a  yery  grukd   chain   of   snowy 
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mountaina,  bnaching  from  ttie  miun 
chain  »t  the  Dent  d'Erron  (?),  which 
separates  the  Valpelline  and  Val 
Toumanche.  From  Prerayeii  to 
Breuil  i^  Boid  to  be  onl;  6  or  7  boure. 
not  difficult,  and  not  much  glacier. 
It  looks  very  aleep,  however,  and  1 
conld  not  leuTk  much  about  it. 

"  Started  at  6  nest  morning  to  cross 
the  Col  de  Collon.  The  wav  lies  up 
a  steep  lateral  ralley,  a  little  below 
Prmayen,  Reached  tlie  foot  of  the 
great  moraine  at  T.    The  glacier  he 


r«treated  from  i 


>  good  half  mile 
auriDg  uiv  LUL  luirty  years ;  on  the 
Bide  of  Evoleua,  on  the  contrary,  the 
ice  has  not  diminished.  There  are 
two  practicable  routes  to  the  upper 
plateau  of  the  glacier;  one  o»er  rocks, 
vhicb  FroresKor  Forbes  took  in  1812, 
the  other  fblloiring  the  bottom  of  the 
valley  to  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  which 
is  to  be  mouutad  by  cUmbing  steep 
slopes  of  froien  snow,  not  without 
difficulty.  These  being  flunnounted, 
a  broad  plain  and  two  or  three  long 
slopes  lead  to  the  Col,  which  I  reached 
at  9  b.  10  m,  The  glacier  on  this 
side  does  not  seem  dangerous. 

"  The  height  of  the  Col,  by  Pro- 
fessor Forbes's  measurement,  is  10,333 
Ei^liah  fbet.  To  the  left  is  a  crest  of 
rocks,  in  a  cleft  of  which  Is  stuoh  a 
SDwIl  iron  cross,  dated  1754.  A  bard 
varnish  of  rust  is  fbrmed  ou  it,  whiph 
seems  to  protect  the  metal  from  fur- 
ther decay.  The  view  from  the  Col  is 
very  grand.  No  distance,  however, 
is  visible;  nothing  but  Spires  of  rock 
and  swells  of  snow. 

"  The  descent  towards  Evi^ena 
mor«  dangerous,  the  glacier,  which 
this  side  is  called  Arolla,  being  mu 

Quitted  the  ice  in  1  h.  15  m.,  after 
which  the  descent  is  over  very  steep 
rocks,  not  much  better  than  the 
Little  Coluret,  beds  of  snow  and  mo- 
rainea  very  rough  and  fatiguing. 
Reached  the  turf  and  the  foot  of  the 
glacier  in  2  h.  *0  ro.  from  the  Col; 
onder  lesa  favourable  circumstances 
it  might  take  double  the  time.  The 
valley  thus  fai  is  dose  and  winding, 
BO  that  no  distant  views  can  be  had; 
bat  it  is  of  the  grandest  character. 


"  The  lofty  jagged  ridge  to  the  east, 
which  divides  the  glacier  of  Arolla 
from  that  of  Ferp^le,  is  called  by 
IVofessor  Foriws  the  Dents  dea  Bon- 
qnetins.  To  the  west,  another  very 
grand  glacier  descends  from  the  other 
""''"  of  the  Mont  GoUon,  commnni- 
e  probably  with  the  head  of  the 
Val  de  Bagnes.  From  the  foot  of  the 
glaoier  to  Evolena  is  abont  4  hours  of 
very  grand  and  beantifnl  scenery. 
Total  from  Preniyen  M  Evolena, 
about  10  hours.  llienee  to  Sion  an 
easy  day  of  6  hours,  I  suppose.  The 
lower  part  of  the  valley  does  not 
ir   to  be  first-rale.     I  have  Hot 


o  inn  at  Evolena,  and 


There  ii 

modatiug.  Afler  some  difficulty  J  got 
lodgings,  and  was  civilly  treated  at 
the  house  of  a  fiimily  named  Ful- 
lonier,  where  there  are  two  brothers 
who  have  crossed  the  Col  d'Errin  as 
guides.  Thnt  from  Evolena  to  Zer- 
matt  9  b.  35  m.,  excluding  stoppages. 
It  might  take  much  more. 

"  Ast  hour  above  Evolena  the  valley 
fDrks  into  two  branches;  the  one 
leading  to  the  elatner  of  AraUa  and 
Col  de  Collon,  ue  other  to  the  glacier 
of  Ferp^de  and  Col  dTmn,  as 
Forbes  nas  caUed  it|  the  pass  being 
apparently  without  a  name  in  the 
country.  The  scenery  of  the  latter 
branch  is  even  finer  than  that  of  the 
former.  From  the  hamlet  of  Hand- 
ercs,  near  the  junction,  to  the  foot  of 
the  glacier,  there  is  a  rapid  ascent. 
The  termination  of  the  glacier  is  re- 
markably fine.  The  ice  is  pore,  and 
""ry    high,  ending  on  one  side  in  a 

rtical  section  cresting  a  precipice; 
on  the  other  sweeping  grandly  over 
it.  ....I  .Vo  efiect  18  much  increased 
I  neighbourhood  of  fine 
larches. 

"  From  hence  a  rapid  ascent,  skirt- 
ing deep  precipices,  leads  to  the 
chalets  of  Abricolla,  distant  about  3 
hours  from  Evolena.  They  are  rude 
and  more  dirty  than  is  usual  in  Swit- 
zerland; and  the  traveller  who  means 
to  sleep  at  them  should  take  up  straw 
from  below.  The  view  tram  these 
heights  is  extremely  fine. 
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"  Started  at  half-past  four:  and  bjr 
the  advice  of  one  of  the  Fnltoniers, 
who  aocompanied  ns  part  of  the  way, 
we  kept  at  a  level,  or  gnduallj  as- 
c«idiDg,  along  the  mountain  aide,  in- 
stead of  descending,  &9  Forbes  had 
done,  to  the  glacier  —  a  depth  of  seve- 
ral hundred  feet  perpendicular.  Id 
abont  an  hour  we  reached  the  glacier, 
which  was  then  a  daziling  Bheet  of 
Buow,  hard  irozen,  and  incmied  at  an 
angle  which  rendered  great  caution 
necessary  in  traversing  it.  Less  than 
an  hour  brought  us  to  the  edge  of  a 
precipice,  opposite  to  a  bare  rock  in 
the  middle  of  the  ice,  called  Motta 
Kotta.  Here  the  son  had  melted  out 
mace  enough  jnBt  lo  form  b  narrow, 
supperj,  and  dangerous  path,  along 
which  we  proceeded  eastward,  shoul- 
dering the  ice  on  one  side,  and  with 
the  deep  precipice  on  the  other.  At 
the  end  of  it  we  dismissed  Fullonier, 
having  passed  the  dJCGculties  on  this 
aide  of  the  passage.  From  hence  to 
the  level  of  Motta  Botta  is  a  succes- 
sion of  slopes,  free  from  danger,  and 
from  that  level  an  immense  undulating 
BUOW  plain  extends  to  the  Col,  which 
lies  to  the  right  of  a  slightly  elevated 

Siint,  called  by  Professor  Forbes  the 
tockhom,  the  height  of  which  he 
makes  11,760  feet,  600  feet  higher 
than  the  Col  du  Geant.  We  reached 
it  in  3  b.  20  m.  from  Evolena,  having 
guned  an  hour  on  Professor  Forbes 
Ey  [he  new  route.  His  route  lay  at 
rae  foot  of  the  precipice  along  the  t«p 
of  which  we  had  passed. 

"  The  Col  is  formed  by  a  ridge  ex- 
tending from  the  Dent  Blanche  (which 
ilea  between  the  valleys  of  Anmviers 
and  of  Zmutt)  to  the  main  chain  be- 
tween the  Dent  d'Ertin  and  the  Mont 
Collon.  It  thus  encloses  the  great 
rlacier  of  Zmntt,  which  it  separates 
from  the  glacier  of  Ferplole.  Pro- 
fessor Forties  rates  the  view  from 
it  above  any  that  he  bad  seen  in  the 
hisber  Alps,  even  above  that  from  the 
Col  du  Geant.  The  spectator  is  cen- 
Irically  placed  between  the  Cervin, 
the  Dent  d'Errin,  and  the  Dent 
Blanche,  with  the  whole  chun  of 
Monte  Bosa  in  full  view.  To  these  is 
to  be  added  the  Strallhorn  (Cima  de 


Jasi?)  nearly  of  the  same  height,  be- 
tween which  and  Monte  Rosa  Uie  pass 
of  the  Weiasenlhor  is  seen,  at  (be 
same,  or  a  higher,  level  on  which  he 
stands.  None  of  these  mountains  i« 
less  than  14,000  feet  high, 

"  There  are  two  possible  descents ; 
one  down  the  Akce  of  the  cliff;  a  little 
W.  of  the  Stockhom,  which  Professor 
Forbes  tried  in  1842  ;  and  lail«d  to 
achieve,  owing  lo  a  precipice  of  some 
30  ftiet,  next  «ie  ioe,  which  could  not 
be  passed.  He  was  therefore  driven 
to  take  the  waywhich  I  followed,  still 
further  to  the  v.,  which,  though  in- 
volving a  considerable  circuit,  I  should 
think  always  preferable,  unless  the 
glacier  below  were  in  a  very  danger- 
ous sUle.  The  descent  U  shorter, 
and  less  rapid,  and  the  rocks  are 
masked  by  elopes  of  enow,  which 
however  are  sleep  enough  to  present 
dangers  of  their  own.  The  upper 
basin  of  the  Zmutt  glacier  being  thus 
reached,  a  black  blunt  point  in  the 
chain  of  rocks  which  holds  up  this 
upper  glacier  serves  for  landjnark: 
but  as  the  ice  is  much  crevaseed,  there 
uit  to  be  made )  and 


The 


over  a  elope  of  rocks, 
ending,  within  100  ft.  of  the  bottom, 
in  a  precipice,  down  which  it  is  pos- 
sible to  descend  by  a  very  steep  cou- 
loir, when  the  glacier,  which  is  bare 
considerably  inclined,  is  in  too  bad  a 
state  to  traverse  higher  up.  In  1813 
the  quantity  of  snow  rendered  it  pos- 
sible lo  reach  and  traverse  the  lower 
glacier  to  the  W.  of  the  cooloir;  and 
we  Btraok  across  in  the  direction  of 
Mont  Cervin,  and  reached  the  lateral 
moraine  at  12  h.  15  m.,  having  left 
the  Col  at  S  h.  30  m.  Another  hour 
brought  us  off  the  Ice ;  and  1{  hour 

Zermatt  (Rtc.  lOS).  The  descent  of 
the  valley  of  Zmutt  struck  me  more 
than  ever.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  finest 
thingof  itskind  in  the  Alps)  and  it  is 
seen  to  advantage  by  keeping  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  nvcr,  where  the  path 
runs  through  magnificent  larches,  at  a 
great  height  above  the  atream. 

"The  whole  of  this  route,  from 
Aosta  to  Zermatt,  Is  not  to  be  Bur- 
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passed  in  point  of  CTftndeuT  and  va- 
ried intereat  by  anytbing  in  the  Alps. 
It  is  to  be  recollected  aUo  that  (add- 
ing to  tbem  the  WeLuenthor)  there 
■re  DO  passes  more  long,  more  dan- 
gerona,  and  more  difficult. 

"  For  some  account  of  the  ascent  of 
the  Weissentbor,  lee  Boate  106.  The 
view  from  it  I  thought  even  snperior  to 
that  from  the  Col  d'Errin."— J.  T.  M. 

ROUTE  S6. 


GOKBTAMCE  Ti 

8}  le^oes  —  24|  Eng.  m. 

I^  La3te  of  Coaita'nct. 

Constance  is  described  in  Route  T. 

8  or  10  SUam-boati  navigate  the 
lake  of  ConstkDce,  making  voyages  4 
or  5  times  a-week  between  Constance 
and  ScluinffhanHen ;  dailg  between 
Constance  and  Ueberlingen ;  Meers- 
borg,  Friedrichshsfeo,  Rorschach, 
and  Lindaui  3  or  4  times  a-week  to 
Ladwigshafen  and  Bregenz.  The  time 
and  place  of  starting  are  promulgated 
Id  a  primed  tariff,  which  will  beiound 
hung  op  in  all  the  inns  near  the  lake. 
It  takes  b  hours  to  go  bota  Constance 
to  Iiindau,  and  3  to  Rorschach  or 
friedrichshafeii.  The  steamers  take 
carriBEes.  The  numerous  stoppages 
and  Ibe  shifting  of  passengers  from 

ances  for  which   (ravellera  must  be 
prepared. 

The  lake  of  Constance,  called  bj 
the  Germana  Boden  Ste,  and  ancientlj 
known  to  the  Romans  under  the  name 
Lacvs  Brigantinta  (from  Brigantia,  the 
modem  Bregens),  is  bordered  by  the 
teiTiWries  of  5  difierent  stales— Ba- 
den, Wiirttemberg,  Bavaria,  Austria, 
and  Swilierland,  and  a  portion  of  its 
coasts  belong  to  each  of  them.  It  is 
about  44  m.  long,  &om  Bregeni  to 
Friedrichshafen,  and  30  from  Bregenz 
to  Constanee;  about  9  m.  wide  '~  """ " 
Inxiadest  part;  9S4  ft.  is  its  e 
depth ;  and  it  abounds  in  nsh,  of 
wiiich  2b  species  have  been 
rated.    It  lies  1255  ft.  above  I 

Its  main  tributarv  is  the  Rhine, 
which  enters  at  its  E.  extremity,  and 


flows  ont  under  the  walls  of  ConMance. 

rhe  accmnolated  deposits  of  the  river 
lave  formed  an  extensive  delta  at  the 
ipper  end  of  the  lake,  and  are  an- 
lually  encToachiDg  further. 

Its  banks,  either  flat  or  gently  nil' 
doiatlDg,  present  little  beautj  of 
scenery  compared  with  other  Swiss 
lakes ;  but  they  are  eminently  distin- 
islwd  tor  their  fertility,  and  its  8. 
_  ire  is  studded  with  a  picturesque 
line  of  ruined  castles  or  biU'forts  of 
ddleages. 

its    £    extremity   it   dispUya 

features  in  distant  glimpses  of 

>w-topped  mountains  ofVorarl- 

berg,  but  the  distant  Sentis   towers 

over  the  cultivated  slopes  which  border 

the  lake,  and  is  a  fine  feature  all  the 

ay  from  Constance, 

Its  waters,  on  an  average,  are  lowest 

I  the  mouth  of  February,  and  highest 

I  June  and  July,  when  the   snows 

re  melljng:  it  sometimes  swells  afbot 

1  24  hours  at  that  season. 

Post-horsta  may  be  obtained  from 

Constance  to  St.  Gall:  see  IntroduO' 

tion,  §  5. — The  stations  are  from  Coa- 

41  Romanshom. 

(From  Hub  to  Rorschach  41eagDes.) 

*i  St.  Oa/((inp.  18S). 

Ditigencet  go  'i  times  a-day  in  5 
hours.  Ton  may  take  the  steamer  to 
Rorschach  (3  hours),  and  the  diU- 
gence  thence  to  St.  Gall  (3  hours). 

On  quitting  Constance  the  road 
passes  the  Augustine  convent  of 
Kreuzlingen,  wmcb  still  muntsina 
10  brothers  of  the  order.  Thoogh 
the  foundation  is  very  ancient,  the 
existing  edifice  dates  from  the  eoA 
of  the  30  years'  war,  in  the  course 
of  which  (he  preceding  building  was 
destroyed. 

The  Charch  possesses  ia  a  side 
chapel  some  curious  wood'Carvinga 
by  a  Tyrolese ;  a  representation  of 
the  Passion  with  lOOU  small  figures, 
and  a  vest  embroidered  with  pearls, 
the    gift    of   Pope    John  XXIL    in 


Switzerland, 
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<if  rocks  and  moimUing,  and  alpine 
putures,  the  chonuHerigtica  of  other 
puts  of  Switserland,  this  cantoo  pre- 
aeata  rich];-«iiltivBte<i  arable  land, 
vsTing  wiUi  oom  and  hemp ;  the 
place  of  foreits  U  supplied  bj  or- 
ehards;  it  is,  indeed,  the  garden  and 
gnatarr  of  Helvetia.  The  country 
19  at  the  Mine  time  thivklT  peopled, 
abounding  in  Tillages  and  cheerfol 
cottages. 

J^  The  nnnnery  of  MuDMerliDgen, 
■bout  4  m.  on  the  road,  was  lappresied 
in  183S,  and  eoUTerted  into  an  hoe- 
piWl.  The  auTTiring  eislera  are  al- 
lowed to  occupy  one  wing  of  the 
building  during  their  liiiB-time.  The 
old  coDTent  near  the  water  was  the 
scene  of  the  reconciliation  between  the 
Emperor  Sigismund  and  Duke  Fre- 
deruk  of  Aoatria,  1418. 

2  UttwyL 

AAer  passing  Bomanshorn,  a  vil- 
la^ built  on  a  tongue  of  land,  the  E. 
end  of  the  lake,  with  the  distant  Alpe 
towering  above  it,  cornea  into  riew. 
On  the  N.  shore  of  the  lake  is  Fried- 
richsfaaieu  and  the  VSIa  of  the  King 
of  Wiirtteroberg,  in  which  he  usually 
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See 
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2  Arbon  (7nj«.-  Kreuti;  Traube),  a 
walled  town  of  6S0  Inhah.,  close  upon 
the  lake.  The  Bomans  under  An- 
Eoatua  bnilt  a  fort  here,  ppon  the 
high  road  from  Angat  and  Windiach 
to  Bregeni,  which  the;  called  Arbor 
FsUx.  It  was  abandoned  by  them  co 
the  Allenuumi  in  the  5th  centuip'. 
The  Coitle,  on  an  eminence  overlook- 
ing the  lake,  was  boilt  1610,  but  its 
tower  is  said  to  rest  on  Roman  foun- 
dations. The  btlfry,  detached  &om 
the  chnrcb,  is  bouiled,  not  walled,  on 
the  aide  nearest  the  castle,  in  order 
that  no  force  hostile  to  the  lords  of 
the  caatle  should  be  enabled  to  shelter 
themselvea  in  it,  or  annoy  the  caatle 
from  thence.  The  monk  of  SL  GaU 
is  said  to  hare  died  at  Arbon  (640), 
and  the  place  was  a  farouritc  residence 
of  Conradin  of  HoheDStauffen. 

A  little  beyond  Tijback  the  road 
divides.  Travellers  bound  direct  for 
Coire  will  proceed  (1.)  at  once  on  to 
BoTschach,4  leagoes  from  Hub  (Boute 


67),  while  die  raw)  to  St.  Gall  tumi 
S.{rt.) 

A  gradnal,  but  long  aaeent,  leads 
np-hin  the  whole  way  from  the  bor- 
ders of  the  lake  along  a  pleasiuK  val- 
ley, near  the  upper  end  of  which, 
1000  ft.  above  the  lake  of  Constanoe, 
\a  sitnated 

2f  SLGail  (St.  Oallen).  — /«u.- 
Lion,  veiT  good,  nod  thoroughly 
comfortable ',  Hechi  (Brocbet),  good ; 
Riiaali  (Cbeval). 

St.  Gall,  capital  of  the  canton,  is 
situated  in  an  elevated  valley  on  the 
banks  of  a  small  stream  called  the 
Steinach.  Fop.  10,000.  It  is  one  of 
the  principal  seats  of  manufacturing 
industry  in  Switaerland.  The  manu- 
facture of  5uw  nwi/iFu  is  the  most 
flourishing,  but  the  spinningof  cotton 
is  also  rapidly  increaaing.  There  are 
extensive  bleacheries  in  the  town,  and 
the  neighbouring  slopes  are  white  with 
webs.  The  embroidered  curtains  and 
ladies'  collars  are  very  pretty  and 
cheap  here. 

The  antjque  walls,  however,  which 
still    surround    the    town,    and   the 


ditch,  now  converted  into  gardens, 
tell  of  a  totally  diSarent  period  and 
atate  of  society,  and  recall  to   mind 


(,  a  Scotch  monk  (?  Irish), 
left  hia  convent  in  the  Island  of  lona, 
one  of  the  Hebrides,  and,  after  tra- 
velling over  a  large  part  of  Europe 
converting  the  heathens,  finally  set- 
tled on  Uie  banks  of  the  Steinach, 
then  a  wilderness  buried  in  primav^ 
woods,  of  which  bears  and  wolves 
seemed  the  rightful  tenants  rather 
than  men.  He  taught  the  wild  peo- 
ple around  the  arts  of  agriculture,  as 
well  as  the  doctrines  of  true  relig^n. 
The  bumble  cell  which  the  Scotch 
missionary  had  founded  became  the 
nucleus  of  civiliiation  ;  and  fifty  years 
after  his  death,  when  the  fame  of  his 
sanctity,  and  the  miracles  reported  \o 
have  been  wrought  at  his  tomb,  drew 
thousands  of  pi%riDU  to  the  spot,  it 
was  replaced  ny  a  more  magnificent 
edifice,  founded  under  the  auspices  of 
Peinn  lUeristaL      This    abbey   was 
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one  of  tlie  oldest  ecdesiasdcal  eata- 
blishmeaCs  ia  Germany.  It  became 
the  asylum  of  learning  durii^  the 
dark  agea,  and  was  the  moat  cele- 
brated achool  in  Europe  between  the 
Sth  and  10th  ceutunea.  Here  the 
workfl  of  the  authors  of  Rome  and 
Greece  were  not  only  read  but  copied; 
aod  we  owe  to  the  labour  of  Cbeae  ob- 
scure monks  many  of  the  most  ralu- 
able  clasaical  authors,  which  have  been 
preserved  to  modern  times  in  MSS., 
treasured  up  in  the  Abbey  of  St.  Giall ; 
amone  them  Quintilian,  Silius  Itali- 
ous,  Ammian  Mareellinna,  and  part  of 
Cicero,  may  be  mentioned.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  13th  century  St, 
Oall  lost  its  repnlation  for  learning, 
as  its  abbots  exchanged  a  loie  of  piety 
and  knowledge  for  worldly  ambition, 
and  the  thirst  for  political  influence 
and  territorial  rule.  The  desire  of 
seonrity,  in  those  insecure  times,  first 
induced  Ihe  abbot  to  surround  his 
convent  and  the  adjoining  building 
with  a  wall  and  ditch,  with  13  lowers 
at  inteTTals.  This  took  place  at  the 
end  of  the  10th  century,  and  from 
(hat  time  may  be  dated  the  founda- 
tion of  (he  town.  He  and  his  100 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order 
thoueht  it  no  disgrace  to  sally  forth, 
sworn  in  hand  and  helmet  on  head, 
backed  by  their  200  serfe,  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  when  the  convent  was 
threatened  by  ungodly  laymen.  The 
donations  of  pious  pBgrims  from  all 
parts  of  Europe  soon  augmented  enor- 
mously Ihe  revenues  M  the  abbots. 
They  became  the  most  consider^le 
territorial  sovereigns  in  N.  Switzer- 
land i  their  influence  was  increased 
by  their  elevation  to  the  rank  of 
princes  of  the  empire  i  they  were  en- 
gaged in  constant  wars  with  their 
neighbours,  and  were  latterly  entan- 
gled ID  perpetual  fends  with  their  sub- 
jects at  nome.  These  bold  burghers, 
who,  in  the  first  instance,  owed  their 
existence  and  prosperity  to  the  con- 
vent, became,  in  the  end,  resdve  un- 
der its  rule.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
15th  century,  the  land  of  Appeniell 
threw  off  the  yoke  of  the  abbot;  at 
the  Beformation  St.  Gall  Itself  became 
independent  of  him;  and  in  1712  the 


ecclesiastical  prince  was  obliged  to 
place  the  convent  under  the  protec- 
tion of  those  very  citizens  whose  ui- 
cestors  had  been  bis  serfs. 

The  French  Bevolutioa  caused  the 
secolariiation  of  the  abbey,  and  the 
seqneatration  of  its  revenues  followed 
in  1805.  The  last  abbot,  Pancratins 
Forster,  died  in  1829,  a  pensioner  on 
the  bonoty  of  others,  in  the  convent. 
of  Muri. 

The  Abbey  Church,  now  .cathedral, 
was  so  completely  modernized  in  the 
last  century  that  it  possesses  little  to 
interest  the  stranger. 

The  vast  buildings  of  the  deserted 
Monastery  date  from  the  ITth  and  18th 
centuries ;  and  the  part  of  it  which 
formed  the  abbot's  Palac)  (Die  Pfah) 
now  serves  for  the  public  offices  of  the 
Government  of  the  canton.     In  it  is 

S'eserved  the  Conixal  Library  (Stifls 
ibliothek),  which  still  contains  many 
curiosities,  such  as  numerous  Latin 
classics,  MSS.  of  the  10th  and  11th 
centuries,  Greek  New  Testament  of 
the  10th  century.  Psalms  of  the  9th 
century,  various  ancient  MSS.  either 
from  Ireland  or  transcribed  by  Irish 
monks  :  also  a  MS.  of  the  Niebeluneen 
Lied.  ^ 

The  finest  edifice  is  the  Orphan  Soute, 
outside  the  town,  to  the  N.W.    ■ 

At  the  Ciaino  CM  will  be  found  an 

The  Freadenbertf,  the  n^ghbouring 
mountain  on  the  W.  of  the  town,  com- 
mands jrom  its  summit,  about  2  m.  o8^ 
a  fine  panorama,  inolui^ng  the  lake  of 
Constance  and  the  mountains  of  St. 
Gall  and  Appenzell,  with  the  Sends 
at  their  hea£  A  carri^e-road  leads 
up  to  the  inn  on  the  top. 

Diligmvxs  go  from  St.  Gall  daili/  to 
Constance  (3  times) ;  to  Ziirich,  by 
Winterthnr  (in  8^  hrs.)  ;  to  Glarus 
(in  B  hrs.)  !  to  Feldkiroh,  bv  Alt- 
stetten  ;  to  Bregenz  and  Innsbruck  ; 
to  Coire,  by  Borschach,  Alstetlen,  and 
thence  to  Milan  by  the  Spliigen  and 
Bemardin. 

Excia-eion "  A  one  -  horae   chaiae 

(Einspanner)  costs  5  tt.  24  kr.  from 
St.  GaU  to  Trogen,  Gais,  Appenzell, 
Weissbad,  and  back  to  St.  Gall— a  de- 
lightful day's  drive."— B. 
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terj/,  or  Horienberg-,  a  p&lace  once  of 
tbe  proud  abbots  of  St.  QkU,  now  a 
govemmeat  School.  Its  Gothic  oloieler, 
and  vftulled  refactorj  with  bas-ieliefi, 
deserre  notice  ^date  1513).  It  com- 
namda  a  fine  view  from  its  terrmce. 
Near  it,  perched  on  a  projeclinif  sand- 
stone rock,  is  the  desolate  CasUt  of  SI. 
Amu,   with   its    square  keep.      From 

GaU.     Persons  bound  &om  Constance    the  top  of  the  hill,  behind  Borschach 

to  Feidkirch  may  tntTel  post  cheaper    '" ' 

and  quicker  than  bjthe  steamer,  which 

does  not  proceed  direct  to  Bregeni, 

and  stops  at  many  places  on  the  way. 

Rorschach  is  as  near  to  Feidkirch  as 


horses  (see  Introduction,  g  5). 
traTeised  by  DSigtnces  twioe  a  day  in 
12  hcs.  Travellers  posting  should  en- 
deavour to  reach  Pleffers  in  one  day, 
as  the  intcrmediMe  stations  are  not 
good  sleeping-jilaoes. 

There  is  a  direct  and  very  interest- 
ing road  (Rte.  68),  though  hiUy.  from 
St  Gall  to  Altstetten,  avoiding  the 
detour  by  Rorschach  and  the  lake  of 
Constance.  The  pedestrian,  with  the 
aid  of  a  guide,  may  reach  Coire  by 
Appenzell,  crossing  tlie  moimtaiiis  to 
WildbauB  (Btes.  es  and  71). 

2j  Korschftch— (/nn:  Post;  Krone,  i 
tolerable).  This  little  iake-pon  and 
town  of  1650  Inhab.  is  tbe  principal 
corn-market  in  Switierland,  held  <m 
Thursday.  The  grain  required  to 
BDpply  toe  greater  part  of  the  Alpine 
districts  of  N,  Switserland  Is  impiwted 
from  Suabts^  in  boats,  across  the  lake, 
and  is  deposited  temporarily  in  large 
ivarehouses  here.  Much  muslin  is 
tnade  at  Korsckach. 

Steam-iioaU  go  daily  between  it  and 
Friedricbshafenin  Wiirtlemberg;  and 
the  steamers  from  Constance  and  Lin- 
dan  also  touch  here  regularly,  corre- 
sponding with  the  diligencea  to  Milan, 
Auesbure.  Uhn,  Stuttgart,  and  Mu- 
nich. Toe  deposits  of  the  Rhine  are, 
it  is  said,  forming  themselves  into 
shallows  between  Rorschach  and  Lin- 
dan,  which  may  soon  impede  the 
direct  navigati<m  of  the  lake  between 
these  two  places.  On  the  slope,  a 
little  above  Oie  town,  is  the  large 
dUajndated  building,  called  StaKAaf- 


Skirting  the  foot  of  low  hills  clad 
with  viueverds,  beneath  which  the 
yellow-bellied  pumpkins  may  be  seen 
basking  in  the  sun,  the  road  passes 
along  under  the  shade  of  fruit-trees, 
but  soon  quits  the  margin  of  the  lake 
to  cross  the  flat  delta  of  the  Rhine. 
The  district  around  the  mouth  of  the 
river  abounds  in  marsh,  and  is  by  no 
means  healthy. 

2  Rheineck— </bb;  Brochet  (Post), 
clean,  but  dear;  necessary  to  make  a 
bargain) — a  village  of  1370  inhab.,  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhine,  about  4  m. 
above  its  embouchore,  situated  under 
vine-clad  hills.  There  are  several 
other  castles    on    the    neighbouring 

St.  Margarelhen,  a  pretty  village 
completely  embowered  m  a  grove  of 
walnut  and  fruit  trees,  is  situMed  near 
the  Austrian  ferry,  oter  the  Mint,* 
which  must  be  crossed  in  going  to 
Feidkirch,  Bregeni,  or  Lindan  (see 
Hand-book  for  S,  Oermany);  but  it 
is  not  passable  after  dark.  Our  road 
leaves  it  on  the  L,  and  turns  soon 
afterwards  due  S.  up  the  valley  of  the 
Bhlne,   through    a   highly   cidtivated 


the  low  grounds  on  tbe  immediate 
margin  of^the  river  are  flat  and  un- 
healthy marsh,  interspersed  with 
gravel-beds,  which  the  traveller  should 
get  over  as  fast  as  posmble,  on  account 
of  malaria.  The  Rhine  here  is  a  vride, 
shallow,  muddy,  and  unsteady  streain, 
constantly  changing  its  channel  and 
overflowing  its  banks :  it  is  not  nari- 
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nted 
toti 

[The  roftd  from  Feldkireh  to  Coire 
ia  considerably  more  inleresling  for 
ila  Bceuery  than  that  on  the  L  (Swiss) 
side  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  expensenf 
posting  is  reported  to  be  lesfi.  It 
runs  l£rouRh  Feldkireh  (crossino;  the 
HI),  throiirii  the  small  principahty  of 
lichtenstem  — Vaduz  — ^Bal  wrs — and 
over  the  Luiieiuteig;  by  Mayenfeld  to 
Coire.  (&eeRandboi>k,Soath6/innmv.'}^ 

3}  AltslettCD— <rwu.'  Post;  toler- 
able; Rabe  (Corbeau),  miserable)— 
a  town  of  6429  Inhab.,  in  a  fruitful 
neighbourhood,  and  in  a  lonely  rpot 
oommandine  views  of  the  Alps  of  V  o- 
rarlberg.  The  poBtmaater  at  Altatet- 
ten  haa  no  pretence  to  make  you  take 
on  additional  horses  either  to  Senn- 
wald  or  Bhein^g,  and  he  ought  to  be 
resisted.  There  is  a  road  from  this 
Orer  the  hill  of  Sloa  1«  Appeniell,  by 
Gais(Rt«.  6B)  and  St  QoU,  3  leagues: 
very  steep,  bnt  cjnite  practicable  for 
light  carnages.  It  takes  2  hours  to 
reach  the  top  with  leaders.  The  view 
from  it  oier  the  Alps  of  the  Vorarl- 
berg  is  fine,  and  the  route  interesting. 
Another  road,  over  Ihe  Buppen,  leads 
in  3  hrs.  to  St.  Gall,  by  Trogen  (p. 
193,  4).  The  female  inhabitants  of 
tiie  lower  Rbeiathal  are  all  diligently 
occupied  in  tambouring  muslin ;  much 
of  which  goes  over  to  England. 

Obcried— (/hh  .-  H.  du  CbevaL) 

31  SenDWsld— a  vUlsee  at  the  foot 
of  the  Kamor  (5320  ft.  nigh,  3  hours' 
walk),  commuiding  a  fine  view  over 
tlie  Alps  of  Appeniell,  Torarlberg, 
and  Grisons.  Down  to  the  tTth  cen- 
tnry,  the  district  which  we  now  tra- 
verse belonged  to  the  powerful  barons 
of  Hohen  Sax,  many  of  whose  castles, 
reduced  to  ruins  by  the  Appeniellers, 
majatill  be  discerned  upon  the  heights 
on  the  W.  of  the  Shine  valley.  One 
of  this  family,  a  brave  and  noble 
soldier,  and  a  Protestant,  escaped  with 
difficulty  iWim  the  moaaacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  at  Paris,  and  on  his 
return  home  was  murdered  by  his 
nephew.  After  this  foul  deed,  it  is 
the  popular  belief  that  the  blessing  of 
Qod  was  withdrawn  trt>m  the  race :  it 
Is  certain  they  never  prospered.    In 


1616  their  vast  domains  were  sold  to 
Zurich,  and  the  family  became  ex- 
tinct soon  after.  The  body  of  the 
murdered  man  is  still  preserved  in  a 
perfect  condition,  in  a  colfin  with  a 
glass  lid,  dried  like  a  mummy,  under 
the  chnrch-tower  of  Sennwald.  This 
circumstance,  and  the  story  connected 
with  it,  have  given  to  the  remains  a, 
rmutation  for  sanctity;  so  that,  though 
a  Protestant,  the  Catholics  hare  stolen 
some  of  the  limbs  as  relico,  and  once 
actually  carried  off  the  body  across 
the  Rhine ;  it  was,  howerer,  speedily 
reclaimed. 

14  Werdenberc— Cnn-  Kaafhans) 
— was  the  seat  m  a  noble  family  of 
that  name,  who  played  an  important 
part  in  early  Swiss  history.  The 
Blammtrhlou,  the  cradle  of  the  raoe, 
still  stands  in  good  preservation  above 
the  town.  A  cross  road  runs  heuce 
throng  the  vale  of  ToCTenburg,  and 
past  Wildhaus,  Zuingu^  birthplace, 
to  Schaffhausen  (Rie.  71). 

2i  Sewelen  (An .-  Traube)  to  Wild- 
haus is  2^  posts,  and  to  WaUeustadt 
24  posts.  "  Rt.  on  the  height  the 
ruined  castle  Wartau;  1.  beyond  the 
Rhine,  at  the  entrance  of  (he  Luden- 
steig  pass,  Scbloss  Guttenburg.  In 
the  background  rises  the  grey  head  of 
the  Falkniss  with  its  chaplet  of  idow: 
the  whole  landscape  is  splendid,  grand, 
and  full  of  variety."— B, 

Sargans  (described  in  Rie.  14), 
which  we  pass  a  little  on  the  rt. :  the 
roads  from  (he  Grisons,  and  from 
Ziirich,  meet  that  from  St.  Oall 

3;Ragati— (/mu;  Uof  Ragabt,  ori- 
ginally the  summer  residence  of  the 
abbots,  and  now  a  bathing  establish- 
ment, and  supplied  with  water  fhnn 
the  hot  springs  of  Pfeffers,  conveyed 
hither  in  wooden  pipes,  1!,50D  feet 
long:  a  large  house  with  a  fine  view, 
hut  not  weU  managed :  foul  smells  and 
bad  atCendanoe  in  1847— table-d'h6te 
St  1%  56  kr.,  dinner  at  other  hours — 
in  the  salle,  1 IL  40  kr.,  in  private  2  fl., 
vrine  not  included.  Breakfast,  tea,  <a 
coR^  honey,  bread,  and  butler,  m 
the  salle,  30  kr.,  in  private  24  kr.;  a 
wax-light,  30  kr.;  private  baths,  30 
kr.  These  charges  are  now  observed 
only  towards  pOTsoos  staying  in  the 
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house  to  take  the  bnths,  and  for  ptas- 
ins  trarellers  this  inn  ia  as  dear  ai 
mnj  in  Switzerland  :—Hdlel  de  la  Ta- 
mino,  civilicj-  and  tolerable  enter 
ment.  Bagati  a  a  village  of  600 
Inhab.,  Bitnated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
gorge  (lobel),  through  which  the  tor- 
rent TajDina  IgeueB  out  to  join  tb« 
Rhine.  It  thrives  from  its  central  po- 
sition at  the  junction  of  the  rreat 
rY>ad8  fVom  Zllrich,  St.  Oall,  Feld- 
kirch,  Coire,  and  Milan,  and  froi 
its  vicinity  to  the  mineral  springs  of 
Pfefiers,  which  caase  it  lo  be  much 
resorted  to  as  a  watering-place,  espe- 
cially since  the  gloomy  and  unoom- 
ibrtable  old  baths  have  been  aapplan  ted 
by  the  cheerful  ne>r  establiehmenl 

No  one  should  omit  to  visit 
Old  Baths  o»  Pfkfferb  (properly 
PTalfers),  situated  a  little  way  i^ 
the  vale  of  the  Tamlna,  one  of  tJie  foott 
txtraordinary  spots  in  Saiherland,  and 
now  made  accessible  by  a  carriage  road 
CQt  in  the  rocks  of  the  gorge.  The 
distance,  not  being  more  than  2^  m.. 
is  performed  in  f  of  an  hour,  and  it 
takes  only  20  minutes  lo  return.  Those 
who  are  able  should  walk ;  you  may 
reach  the  hatha  within  an  boar  on 
foot,  and  so  miss  none  of  the  tieanties. 
The  charge  for  a  char  to  drive  thither 
at  the  hotel  ia  6  frs.,  in  the  village 
4  fra.  It  ia  a  delightful  walk,  (he 
scenery  very  romantic;  tbe  torrent 
forming  water-falls  at  every  step,  and 
floalJDg  down  the  li^  of  wood.  Much 
of  the  interest  and  original  siugu- 
lariCy  of  (he  spot,  however,  is  de- 
stroyed by  the  improvement  of  the 
access  to  it. 

T/ie  Old  BaSa  are  situated  in  two 
large  piles  of  buildinp;  connected 
together  by  a  chapel.  They  are  built 
on  a  narrow  ledg;e  of  rock,  a  few  fei 
above  the  roaring  Tamina,  and  so 
deeply  sunken  between  the  rocks  that 
they  may  be  said  to  be  half  bnried;  so 
that  in  the  height  of  summer,  the  snn 
M>pears  above  tham  only  from  10  lo4. 
Formerly  provisions  and  heavy  goods 
were  conveyed  into  the  house  by  a 
crane  perched  on  the  edge  of  the  tUB, 
which  lowered  its  burthen  through  a 
bim-door  in  the  roof. 

The  hot  springs  of  Ffeffers  were 


not  known  to  the  Romans.  There  is 
a  story  that  they  were  discovered  by 
a  honter,  who,  having  entered  into 
the  abyss  of  the  Tamina,  in  the  par- 
suit  of  game,  remarked  the  column 
of  vapour  ariainy  from  them.  For 
many  years  nothing  was  done  to  fa- 
cilitate access  to  them,  and  patients 
desirous  of  profiting  by  their  heaUng 
virtues  were  let  down  to  the  source 
tmta  the  cliBs  above,  by  ropes,  and, 
in  order  to  reap  as  much  benefit  as 
possible,  were  aocustomed  to  pass  a 
week  together,  both  day  and  nieht,  in 
them,  not  only  eating  and  dnnking, 

virtue  of  the  v 
dent,  as  a  pint  contains  scarcely  3 
grains  of  saline  particles  ;  it  has  a 
temperature  of  about  98°  Fahrraiheit. 

The  situation  of  the  old  haths  is 
both  gloomy  and  monotonous,  hem- 
med m  between  dripping  walls  of 
rock,  and  shaded  by  dank  foliage, 
with  only  a  narrow  strip  of  aky  over- 
head, and  with  small  space  or  &ci- 
lities  for  locomotion  and  exercise, 
unless  the  patient  will  take  the  road 
to  KagatE  or  scale  the  sides  of  the 
valley  above  him.  To  one  fresh 
arrived  from  the  upper  world,  its 
meadows  and  sunshine,  a  visit  to 
Ffefiers  has  all  the  effect  of  being  at 
the  bottom  of  a  well  or  a  mine.  The 
atmosphere  is  kept  at  one  regular 
temperature  of  chilliness  by  the  per- 
petual dntnght  brought  down  by  the 
torrent ;  and  the  soutsry  and  impri- 
soned rav  of  sonshine  whiofa  abont 
noon,  and  fbr  an  hour  or  two  after- 
warda,  finds  its  way  into  these  re- 
cesses, ia  insufficient  to  impart  warmth 
or  cheerfiilnesB.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
that  tew  English  travellers  would  be 
disposed  to  make  any  stay  here.  A 
passing  risit  of  a  few  hours  will 
satisfy  the  cariosity  of  most  persons. 
No  one,  however,  snoald  depart  with- 
out viaiting  the 

Source  of  the  hoi  spring. 

A  few  yarda  above  the  old  bathsi 
the  sides  of  the  ravine  of  the  Tamina 
oontract  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
so  as  to  qiproach  widiin  a  ww  jeet  of 
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each  other ;  a  little  ftirtlier  they  even 
cloBB  over  and  eorer  up  the  river, 
which  is  seen  iBsuing  nut  of  a  caveru- 
ous  chasm.  A  bcidge  of  planks  across 
the  Tamlna  leads  to  the  eatrance, 
which  is  closed  by  a  door.  The 
bridge  is  prolonged  into  the  gorge, 
in  the  shape  of  a  scafiblding  or  shelf, 
suspended  bj  iron  staucfaions  to  the 
rocks,  and  partly  laid  in  a  niche  cut 
out  of  the  aide.  It  is  carried  all  along 
the  chasm  as  far  as  the  hot  spring, 
and  affi>rda  the  only  means  of  ap- 
proach to  it,  as  the  sides  of  the  rent 
are  vertical,  and  there  is  not  an  inch 
of  room  between  them  and  the  torrent, 
for  the  sole  of  a  foot  to  rest.  For- 
nterly  the  passage  was  along  two, 
some^ea  one  pUnk,  unprotected  by 
nulinga  ;  at  present  a  platform,  4  feet 
wide,  fUmisbod  with  a  aand-rail,  ren- 
ders Uie  approach  to  the  spring  easy 
for  the  most  timtd,  and  perfectly  fr^ 
fn>m  risk.  Each  person  pays  24  kr. 
for  admittance.  X  few  yards  from 
the  entrance,  the  passage  is  darkened 
by  the  overhanging  rock.  The  sud- 
den chill  of  an  atmosphere  never 
visited  by  the  sun's  rays,  the  rushing 
and  roaring  of  the  torrent,  30  or  40 
teei  below,  the  threatening  position  of 
the  rocks  above,  and  the  trembling 
of  the  planks  on  which  you  tread, 
have  a  grand  and  striking  efiect ;  but 
this  has  been  diminiabeif  by  modern 
improvements,  which  have  deprived 
the  visit  to  the  gorge  of  even  the 
semHance  of  danger.  In  parts,  it  is 
almost  dark,  where  the  sides  of  the 
ravine  overlap  one  another,  and  ac- 
Cuslly  meet  over-head,  so  as  to  form  a 
natural  arch.       The   rocks   in   many 

KDea  show  evident  marks  of  baring 
n  ground  away,  and  scooped  out  by 
the  rushing  river,  and  by  the  stones 
brought  down  with  it.  Foe  several 
hundred  rards  the  river  pursues  an 
almost  subterranean  course,  the  roof 
of  the  chasm  being  the  floor,  aa  it 
were,  of  the  valley.  In  some  places 
the  roots  of  the  trees  are  seen  dangling 
through  the  crevice  above  your  head, 
and  at  one  particular  spot  you  find 
vouraelf  under  the  arch  of  the  natural 
bridge  leading  to  the  stairoase  men- 
tionnd  forther  on.     Had   Virgil   or 
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Danle  been  aware  of  this  spot,  thej 
would  cert^nly  have  coodncled  their 
heroes  through  it  to  the  jaws  of  the 
internal  regions. 

The  shelf  of  planka  extends  more 
than  ^  m.  from  the  Inths.  At  its  ex- 
tremity, at  the  bottom  of  a  cavern  in 
the  rocks,  rises  the  hot  spring ;  its 
temperature  being  about  100°  Fah^ 
renheit  -,  it  is  received  into  a  reservoir 
nearly  15  feet  deep,  from  which  it  ia 
conducted  in  pipes  u>  the  baths.  The 
first  baths  were  miserable  hovels, 
built  over  the  spring,  and  suspended, 
like  swallows'  nesCa,  to  the  face  of  the 
rook  :  the  only  entrance  to  them  was 
by  the  rooC  and  the  sick  were  let 
down  into  them  by  ropea  and  pnllejs. 
The  springs  generally  cease  to  flow 
in  winter,  but  burst  forth  again  in 
spring  ;  they  are  most  copious  when 
the  soow  haa  fallen  in  abundance,  and 
continue  till  autumn,  after  which 
their  fountaina  are  ^;ain  sealed.  The 
water  has  little  taste  or  smell ;  it 
l)ears  some  resemblance,  in  its  mi- 
neral contents,  to  that  of  Bms,  and  ia 
used  both  for  bathing  and  drinking. 

After  emei^ng  from  the  gorge,  at 
the  spot  where  he  entered  it  near  the 
baths,  the  traveller  may  ascend  the 
valley  above  it,  as  far  ea  the  staircase 


out  of  sight  and  bearing  from  above, 
forces  its  way  into  the  gorve  of  the 
hot  springs.  Ascending  uiis  atwr- 
caae,  lonned  of  trunks  of  trees,  you 
reach  an  upper  stage  of  the  valley!, 
formed  of  gentle  slopes,  and  covered 
with  verdant  pasture  on  one  aide,  and 
with  thick  woods  on  the  other.  The 
two  sides  are  separated  by  the  deep 
gash  and  narrow  gorge,  along  the 
bottom  of  which  the  Tamlna  forces 
its  way.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  best 
point  for  obtaining  a  general  riew  of 
the  hatha  and  this  singular  spot  in 
which  they  are  sunken.  On  looking 
over  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  yon 
perceive,  at  the  bottom  of  (he  ravine, 
at  the  depth  of  300  feet  beh>H,  U)e 
roofs  of  the  two  lai^  buildings,  like 
cotton  factories,  in  hieo  and  struotore. 
The  ujiper  valley,  also,  with  its  carpet 
of  brjght  green,  its  w««d«,  and  the 
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bare  limestone  clif^  which  border  it 
0)1  either  hand,  sjid  above  all,  the 
hnge  peak  of  the  Falknias,  rising  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Rbine,  torm 
amagiiificeDt  laodscftpe. 

A  path  runs  from  Uie  oatnral  bridge 
14  m.  aking  the  rt  bank  of  the  Te 


The  Concaa  of  Pfeferi,  a  vast 
fice,  but  not  otherwise  remarkat 
it  was  built  1665,  in  place  of  one 
strored  bjr  fire.    It  encloses  a  chi: 
Id  the  centre,  like  all  the  convent 
the  Benedictine  order.     It  is  finelj' 
placed  on  an  elevated  moontain-plat- 
fbrm,  comiDandii^,  oD  one  side,  the 
Talle;'  of  the  Rhine,   backed  by  the 
majesdc  Falkniss  ;  on  the  other,  open- 
ing ont  towards  the  lake  of  Wallen- 
Btadt  and   the   peaks    of  the    Sicbea 
KnrfiirBten.      This   Benedictine  mo- 
nastery, founded  713,  was  suppressed, 
after  an  existence  of  10  ceninrJes,  in 
1838,  bf  a  decree  of  the  goTemmeot 
of  the  canton  of  St.   Gall,  in  conee- 
qnence  of  ihe  finances  of  the  convent 
having-  become  involved,  and  at  the 
request  of  A  majority  of  the  brethren. 
"The  Government  pensioned  the  a.b- 
Iwt    and    the   monks;  agents   of  the 
canton  took  possession  of  the  convent 
and  all  that  belonged  to  it,  and  have 


verted  it 


Thecc 


once  possessed 
extensive  territory',  its  abbots  were 
princes;  bntthe  french,  as  usnal,  ap- 
propriated their  revenues ;  and  at  tbe 
termination  of  the  French  rule,  but  a 


This   ia   now  appropriated  to  pious 
works,the  cducationof  tiiepeople  " 
The  revenues   of  the   convent  ' 
valued  at  316,365  Swiss  florins. 

Near  the  convent  stands  the  ruined 
caatU  of  WarteasteiTu 

The  Ealaadia,  or  Galandaberg  (die 
mountain  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Ta- 
mina,  above  the  old  baths,  which  se- 
mrales  the  Talle}r  from  that  of  the 
Bhine),  is  sometimes  ascended 
connt  of  the  view  from  its  I  , 
5-lionr9'  walk.  Many  other  interest- 
ing Excursions  may  be  conveaiently 
made  A'om  Hof  Rantz: — a.  To  La- 
ziensteig,  aTemaTkd)le  fortified  pass, 


Ragatz,  between  the  Flaschlierg  and 
the  FalkniM.  The  ascent  of  tke 
FVitcUterg  is  not  difficult  from  Lmien- 
Btieg,  and  the  view  from  Its  top,  and 
down  the  tremendous  precipice  which 
scares  one  side  of  it,  is  very  striking. — 
b.  To  the  Friittinu  and  Fideris  (Bte. 
81),  returning  by  the  Schalfik.— c.  To 
the  top  of  the  draae  Bdrtter,  an  ascent 
reqninng  5  hours— 8760  ft— whence 
you  may  see  the  Lake  of  Constance 
over  the  peaks  of  the  Kurftirsten. — 
d.  Ther«  IS  a  path  &om  Pteffers  direct 
to  Reichenan,  tbe  post  station  beyond 
Coire,  up  the  valley  of  the  Tamina, 
crossing  at  its  head  the  pass  La  Foppa 
am  KtMitls,  a  walk  of  about  24  m. 
Another  footpatb  leads  up  the  Kal- 
feuser-ThaltoGlaruB,15m.  (Rte.76). 

ZHligtrKts  from  Bagatz  to  ZUricn 
daily,  U  honrsi- to  Su  Gall  twice  a 
day  by  Rorschach,  and  once  by  Utz- 
□achand  Toggenburg; — to  Constance, 
to  Feldkirchi — to  Coire,  twice  a  day; 
— to  Milan,  daily; — to  Belliniona,  by 
the  Semardin,  daily. 

The  pedestrian  traveller,  going  from 
the  old  baths  to  Coire,  need  not  return 
to  Bagatz,  but  may  proceed  by  the 
Convent  of  Pfrfiers,  whence  a  yath 
strikes  down  directly  to  the  bndge 
over  the  Bhine,  called  TJntere  Ztffl- 
Briicke,  a  walk  of  about  3  hours. 

A  cbar-il-banc,  with  one  horse,from 
Bagati  to  Coire  costs  10  zwanzigere. 
from  Bagatz  to  Wallenstadt  4  fl. 

The  high  road  from  Rt^tz  runs 
along  the  I  bank  of  the  Rhine  as  far 
as  the  Vntere  Zoll-Brucke  (Lower 
Toll-bridge),  the  only  bridge  on  the 
Rhino  between  the  Lake  of  Constance 
and  Rcicheuau.  It  was  entirely  swept 
away  by  the  tremendoos  flood  in  the 
autnmn  of  1834,  which  did  immense 
injury  to  the  valley.  In  crossing  this 
bndgc,  the  traveller  passes  out  of  can- 
ton St.  Gall  into  the  Orisons.  The 
valley  of  the  Bhine  baa  agrand  ap- 
pearance from  this  point.  The  peak  of 
theFalknissisaconspicnousandstrik- 
ing  object  in  the  view  to  the  N.E.  The 
Bhine  alone  is  unpictnresque,  Itoai 
the  width  of  its  bed  and  the  large 
space  of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  left 
bare  in  summer.    Its  bed  is  constantly 
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vUinK,  HI  as  to  threaten  more  fearful 
inuudAlioDa ;  and  a  plan  has  been 
propoaed  of  cutting  a  neiv  cbannel  for 
Its  onmly  Btreun,  from  this  point  ms 
far  as  the  Lake  of  Constance.  A 
short  way  above  (he  bridge,  ibe  Land" 
quart,  an  impetuous  torrent,  descend- 
ing mMU  the  valley  of  Frettigau,  enters 
theBldne.  The  road  np  it  is  described 
in  Ble.  SI. 

Bejond  this,  the  Convent  of  PfeCfere 
b  visible  from  the  road;  the  snowy 
heights  of  ^e  Galaada  rise  into  sight 
on  the  apposite  bank  of  the  Rhine; 
and  the  ruins  of  feudal  castles,  perched 
upon  rocky  knolls,  overlooking  the 
valley,  give  a  highly  picturesque  cha- 
racter to  the  scene.  One  of  the  most 
conspicuous  is  Haldenslein,  nearly  op- 
posite Coire. 

44  Coirt  (Genu.  Chur;  Romansch, 
Quer«.>-/BBs  .■  WeiasesKreuta  (  Wliite 
Cross),  good;  intelligent  host: — Post, 
or  Freyeck,  very  gwid  also.  Capri- 
corn, or  Steinbock,  outside  the  town, 
very  civil  people,  and  a  moderate  and 
good  house.  The  wine  of  ihe  Valte- 
Une  is  generally  consumed  in  the  Giri- 
sona,  out  Complitir,  which  grows  on 
the  Ithine,  near  Malans,  ia  very  good, 
and  should  by  all  means  be  tried  here. 

The  capital  of  the  Griaons.  the 
Curia  Shi^orum  of  the  Romans,  ia  an 
ancient  walied  town  of  ."iOOO  Inhab. 
(aOO  Rom.  CathoLcs),  about  a  mile 
from  the  Rhine.  lis  proaperitv  arises 
ahnost  entirely  from  the  high  roads 
upon  which  it  stands,  which  form  the 
channel  of  communication  from  Italy 
into  Switzerland  and  Western  Ger- 
many, and  unite  the  great  commercial 
towns  of  Milan  and  Genoa,  south  of  the 
Alps,  with  Ziirich  and  St.  Gall  on  the 
north.  Coire  is  the  staple  place  of  the 
goods  transported  over  the  two  e^eat 
Alpine  carnage  roads  of  the  Spliigen 
and  Bemardin.  It  is  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  of  the  Grisous;  a 
member  of  which  clunis  the  title  of 
"Yonr Wisdom"  (" EuerWeisheit"). 

The  town  has  narrow  streets,  and 
stands  on  uneven  ground,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  magmficent  Glen  of  the 
Schalfik-thal;  some  curious  domestic 
The 


i  be  ft 


Siahop'a  Palace  and  the  quarter  around 


it,  inhabited  by  the  Roman  CathoUcs, 
occupy  the  sommit  of  an  eminence, 
and  are  separated  from  the  rest  hy 
walls  and  battlementg,  closed  by  two 
fortified  gates.  Here  is  situated  the 
CK  of  St.  Luciia,  at  Uie  Dom,  a  very 
singidarBvzantine  building,  the  oldest 
parts  of  which  date  from  £e  Tth  cen- 
tury. The  detached  portal,  its  sculp- 
tures, and  the  monflters  which  support 
its  pillars  and  form  the  capitals,  are 
very  curious — "they  are  the  proto- 
types of  those  existing  in  the  Lombard 
churches."  The  statues  of  the  Four 
Svangeliata  standing  upon  lions,  and 
similu'  specimena  of  sculpture  in  the 
remarkably  curious  crypt,  are  pro- 
bably as  old  as  the  fourfii  centiny, 
and  exhibit  traces  of  the  Frankish 
period.  Within,  there  are  one  or  two 
singular  old  paintings.  In  the  sacrist; 
are  preserved  the  Irones  of  St.  Lucius, 
"  a  British  king,  according  to  the 
'  English  Martyrolo^e,'  and  [he  fbuD- 
der  of  St.  Peter's  Ch.,  Corohill,"  and 
one  or  two  specimens  of  church  plate, 
a  bishop's  croiicr,  a  monstrance  of  tlie 
Hth  century.  The  crypl  has  arches 
of  very  wide  span  supported  by  k 
einele  pillar,  the  base  being  a  monster, 
*'-B  Kpitcopal  Palace  piof),    . 


o  work  ;  and  the 
'er,  is  said  to  be 
IS  of  Chris- 


decorated  with  s 

chapel,  within  a  to' 

one  of  the  earliest  specimens  < 

tian  architecture.    Coire  is  the  oldest 

bishopric  in  Switierland,    Behind  Ihe 

Palace  is  a  kind  of  ravine,  lined  with 

vineyards,  across  which  a  path  leads 

to  the  Rtrman  Cailiolic  Setninary^  frran 

which    is    a    remarkably   picturesque 

Besides   the   roada   from   Coire   to 


Italy,  by  the  Spliigen  (Rte.  ( 
BemarcLn   (Rie.    91)),    and    those    to 
Ziirich  and  St  Gall,  and  along  the 


bank  of  the  Rhine  to  Feh^irch 
and  Bregenz,  several  new  lines  lead  iti 
different  directions  through  the  Grl- 
sona.  A  carriage  road  between  Coire 
and  the  Engaiine,  over  the  Julier  Pass, 
is  now  finished.    (See  Rte.  82.) 

Diligences  every  day  twice  to  Ziirich 
in  1  .^  hours  (Rte.  1 4),  communicating 
with  Bteamera  on  the  lakes  of  WaUen- 
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stadt  aod  Zlirich ;  to  Uilao,  bj  the 

SplOKGD,  ia  22  hrs. ;  M  BeUiDzona,  by 
the  Beraardin,  la  IT  hrs. ;  to  Lindau, 
W  Feldkirch  and  Bi^euz,  in  13  hrs. ; 
to  St  Gall  (twice)  in  IS  bis. ;  to  Sa- 
maden  (daily)  in  15  brs. 

FoBt-horses  are  kept  on  all  Ibe  great 
high  roads  leading  from  Cuire  Ihraugh 
the  Grisons  and  canton  of  Sc  Gull. 
The  posUoaster  at  Coire  HiU  fumiah 
traToUera  with  a  printed  tariff  of  the 
charges  and  distances.  (See  also  In- 
troduction, }  5.) 

The  Eomanach  Langvage. 
A  naw^aper  is  printed  at  Coire  in 


i  Italian,  Spanish,  and  French, 
trooi  the  Idlin,  but  corrupted  by  the 
admixlure  of  other  langui^s.  In  this 
imoOCe  part  of  Europe  it  has  kept  its 
iTound  since  the  destruction  of  tJae 
Roman  empire.  It  ia  sud,  however, 
to  be  gradually  disappearing  before 
the  German  language. 

It  may  be  divided  into  at  least  three 
distinct  dialects  :  — - 1.  The  Ladin, 
spoken  in  the  Lower  Engadine  and 
vale  of  Miinster  :  it  oomes  nearest  to 
the  Idtin,  and  is,  perhaps,  not  very 
dissimilar  from   the    vulgar    tongue 


valli 


3  patois  of  the  Grison  hi^ 
era  in  the  vale  of  the  Vorderand  Hin- 
ter  Rhine. 

The  difference  between  the  three 
may  be  shown  in  the  following  trans- 
lation of  the  first  sentence  in  tbeXiOrd'e 
Prayer  .— 

Pater  nosier  qui  es  in  cmlis. 

J.  Bab  noss,  qual  ca  ti  eis  entschiel. 


The    word    Bbein    in    Bomansch 

According  to  a  very  obscure  tradi- 
tion, the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the 
chain  of  Bhtetian  Alps  are  the  de- 
fi«endauts  of  some  Tuscan  fugitives. 


driven  out  of  Etruriab;  inroads  of  tbe 

Gauls.  Many  curious  resemblances 
have  been  traced  between  the  exist- 
ing names  of  obscure  villages  of  these 
remote  valleys  and  those  of  places  in 
ancient  Etruria  and  Latium^aa  Latin. 
Lasiniam ,-  Tbnsis,  Tmcia ;  Ardez, 
Ardaa ;  Bomein,  Boma ;  Falisc,  or 
Flssch,  Faiimi;  Madullein,  df»fuUtfitnn,- 
Peiest,  Piestum ;  Umbrien  and  Mount 
Umbrail,  UnAria. 

Owing  to  the  scanty  literature,  there 
being  but  few  printed  hooks,  except  a 
tianDation  of  the  Bible,  one  or  two  of 
the  New  Testament,  and  a  few  other 
books,  the  Bomansch  language  is  not 
rich  in  words.  From  the  circumstaoce, 
however,  of  its  having  been  made  the 
language  of  the  pulpit  at  the  Reforma- 
tion, when  the  greater  part  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  Grisona  became  Pro- 
tostanc,  it  has  kept  its  ground  till  the 
present  day. 

The  whole  of  Romansch  literature 
may  be  comprised  in  about  30  hooks, 
mostly  religious  works,  including  the 
Bible.  Liturgy,  and  catechisms.  The 
first  grammar  and  dictionary  of  the 
Bomansch  language  was  pubushed  by 
a  clergyman  named  Conradi  at  Zii- 
ricb,  in  1S20  and  1823.  In  1836  a 
newspaper,  called  II  Grischnm  Ro- 
isch,  was  printed  in  the  Romansch 


dialec 


It  Coin 


History  and  Socernmeni  of  ths  Gri- 
soaa. — The  government  of  the  Orisons 
deserves  some  consideration  from  the 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the 
conspiracy  on  the  Griitli,  in  1307,  and 
the  exploits  of  Tell,  gave  ireedom  to 
the  whole  country  now  called  Switzer- 
land, or  even  influenced  more  than  a 
very  small  part  of  it — the  Forest  can- 
tons— except  in  as  fitr  as  such  a  swrit- 
stirriog  example  is  capable  of  mfln- 
encing  the  minds  of  a  neighbouring 
people.  For  more  than  a  century  after 
the  first  Swiss  union,  that  part  of  the 
country  of  Rbietia  now  called  Grisona 
groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  almost 
numberless  petty  lords,  who,  though 
the;  possessed  but  a  few  acres  of  land, 
or  even  no  more  than  the  number  of 
square  teet  on  which  their  castle  stood, 
yet  assumed  the  rights  of  independent 
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sovereignty,  waging  perpetual  pett;p 
war  wiS  their  neighbours — oppress- 
ing dieir  own  aubjectfc  and  pillaging 
alftrayellerB  —  the  ancient  fimn  of 
levying  duties  and  castoms.  The  best 
notion  of  the  stale  of  society  nhich 
existed  during  diis  period  of  the  Fau- 
stxecht  (club  law),  may  be  formed 
&om  the  quantitv  of  feudal  ruins 
which  stud  not  only  the  main  valleys 
of  the  Khine,  but  even  the  lateral  val- 
leys and  gorges  of  the  Ktuetian  Alps. 
At  last  a  day  of  retribution  oame. 
The  peasants  rose  in  revolt  and  threw 
off  the  yoke  of  the  nobles — with  less 
violence  than  might  be  expected, 
chiefly  because  the  great  ecdesiastical 
potentates,  the  Bishop  of  Coire,  the 
Abbots  of  St.  Gall  and  Diasentis,  and 
some  of  the  more  influential  baroDB, 
sided  widi  the  peasants,  directing,  ii 


Confederacy,  quite  distinct  from  the 
Swiss  Confederacy,  composed  of  Three 
Leagues  (Bunden)  —  the  Upper,  or 
Grey  League  (Ober,  or  Graue  Bund), 
1424  (named  from  die  simple  grey 
home-spun  coals  of  those  by  whom  it 
was  formed)  ;  the  Leagne  of  God's 
House  (Ca  Dd  inltamansch,  in  Germ. 
Gotlediaus  Bund),  so  called  from  the 
church  of  Coire.  tie  head  and  oaf '"' 
of  this  league,  1396  ;  and  the  Let 
of  the  Ten  JuriBdictiona  (Zehn-  _ 
lichte),  of  which  Mayenfeld  is  chief 
(own  (1428). 

The  government  produced  by  thi 
revolution  presents,  perhaps,  the  mof 
remarkable  example  the  world  has  yet 
seen  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people 
and  of  universal  suffrage.  Not  only 
every  valley,  but  in  some  cases  every 
pariah,  or  even  hamlet,  in  a  valley,  be- 
came an  independent  commonwealth 
with  a  government  of  its  own,  with 
pecnliarlocal  administrative  rights  and 
privileges,  in  many  instances  existing 
at  the  present  day.  Sometimes  one  of 
these  free  states,  sometimes  several  to- 
gether, form  B  commnne  or  scbnitse, 
fiteraUy  ^ce  (gemeinde  or  geriobt)  ; 
each  commune  has  its  own  general 
assembly,  in  which  every  citizen  of  the 
age  of  18,  sometimes  younger,  has  a 
vot«,  and  by  which  the  magistratee 


stand  hoi 


and  authorities,  down  to  the  parson 
and  schoolmaster,  are  elected.  A 
number  of  oommunes  forms  a  Hoch- 
Gericht;  under  a  nutf^strate  styled 
Landamman,  Fodesta,  or  lAndvost. 
Above  this  comes  the  Diet  of  ue 
LeafTue  ;  and  above  all,  the  Diet  of 


was  49  ;  that  of  the  smaller 


machmery,  wheel 
difficult  to  under- 
emment  could  have 
,nd  we  accordingly 
history  of  the  Orisons  llttCe 
better  than  a  long  series  of  bickerings, 
feuds,  revolts,  conspiracies,  massacres, 
intrigDes,  and  peculalions.  The  wisest 
decisions  of  the  diet  of  the  canton 
were  annulled  or  frustrated  by  the 
vol«s  of  the  general  assembhes,  ac- 
cordingly as  the  interest  or  caprice  of 
the  most  inflnential  popular  leader 
might  away  these  meetings  at  the  mo- 
ment. Two  great  famines,  those  of 
Plants  and  De  Sails,  in  the  end,  long 
monopolised  (he  chief  influence,  us 
well  as  the  patronage  and  offices  of 
the  federal  government. 

Such,  then,  was  the  practical  result 
of  (his  democracy  of  the  purest  fbrm 

The  Grisons  were  united  with  the 
Swiss  confederation  in  1803,  and  are 
represented  by  a  deputy  in  the  diet. 
The  Three  Leagues  are  sdl!  composed 
of  26  high  jurisdictions  (Hoch-Ge- 
richte),  each  possessing  its  own  con- 
stitution, which  often  differ  entirely 
from  one  aoother.  The  supreme  fede- 
ral government  of  the  canton  is  vested 
in  the  great  council  of  TO  members 
which  meets  at  Coire. 
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(tlie  shorter  of  the  two),  and  either 
of  them  19  a  shorter  way  from  St. 
Gall  to  the  Spliigen  than  that  by 
Rorschach  (Rt«.  67),  and  is  perCtetlj' 

pracUcable  for  a  light  carriace.  The 
excursion  to  Appeniell  may  De  made 
irom  Gaia.  It  is  a  striking  and  in- 
Isreating  route. 

Tberontim  Appemell  lies  somewhat 
out  of  the  beat  of  trayeUerB,  com- 
pletely surrounded  (enclsT^)  by  the 
territory  of  canton  St.  Gall,  and  abut 
in,  at  its  S.  extremity,  bj  the  Alps  ; 
on  which  side  no  great  high  roads 
psBB  through  it  Appemell  itself  lies 
m  a  cut-de-aac  of  the  mountains,  ex- 
cept for  such  as  will  take  the  difficult 
mths  over  the  bigih  Alpa  and  glaciers. 
On  this  account,  it  ia  but  little  liaited 
b^  English  traielleiB.  The  canton  is 
divided  into  S  parts  or  districts,  called 
Bitoden,  quite  independent  of  each 
other,  but  enjoying  only  one  vote  at 
the  diet.  Outer  Shodcn  is  a  lery 
thickly  peopled  district,  having  8781 
inhab.  Co  the  Germ,  sq.  mile,  who  are 
Frotastants.  These  are  almoat  ex- 
clusively engaged  in  manufactures, 
chiefly  of  cotton,  muslin,  tambouring, 
kc  Inner  Bhoden,  on  the  contrary, 
is  a  land  of  herdsmen  ;  ita  hi^h  and 
bleak  mountaina  produce  nothing  but 
rich  pasturage  and  sweet  grass,  upon 
which  vast  herds  of  catUe  are  fed. 
The  government,  in  both  slates,  is  a 
pure  democracy  :  (he  General  As- 
sembly, or  Landeagemeinde,  ia  com- 
posed of  every  male  bom  in  the  can- 
ton. The  religion  is  the  Rom.-Catholic 
In  travelhng  through  this  somewhat 
primitive  district,  two  unusual  objects 
Teller's  attention, — 


the 


chnrch-yards,  destined 
skolla  and  bonee,  which,  after  lying 
a  certain  number  of  years  below 
groimd,  are  dug  up  to  make  room 
Rirotbers;  and,  iiaving  been  ticketed 
and  labelled  with  the  names  of  their 
owner,  are  liud  out  for  ahow  on  shelves 
in  the  bone-bODse. 

There  is  an    appearance   of   pro- 
sperity, of  cleftnliness  and 


Ausaer  Bhoden,  which  is  very  pleas- 
ing. The  green  hill-sides  to  their 
very  top  are  studded  with  cheerful 
looking  houses,  the  dwellings  of  the 
peasants.  The  villages  of  Trogen, 
Teuflen,  and  Speicher  are  highly  in- 
teresting, for  though  tbe  houses  are  of 
wood,  they  are  tastily  and  comfort- 
ably buill,  and  most  of  than  with  a 
wefl-tended  garden  before  them.  In 
ftct  many  persons  of  ample  fbrtone 
reside  in  these  little  towns,  much  of 
the  Swiss  muslin  being  made  or  em- 
broidered here  for  St.  Gall  hoDses. 
Every  cottage  is  filled  with  females 
assiduously  busied  in  embroidery. 

St  Gall  (Rte.  66)  to  Appeniell,  by 
Gais,  ii  leagues  =  12}  Eng.  m. 

Gaia  to  Altatetlen,  4]  leagues  ^1 4J 
Eng.  m. 

The  road  qnits  the  canton  of  St. 
Oall  and  enters  that  of  AppenzeU 
(AnsBer-Rhoden)  a  little  before  reach- 
ing, by  an  excellent  but  hiUy  road, 

IJ  Teufien— f/nns,-  Hecht,  good; 
Bar).  Theinhabitantaofthisfionrish- 
ing  village  of  neat  cott^es  are  chiefly 
engaged  in  Che  manufacture  and  em- 
broidery of  mualin.  Grubenmann,  the 
carpenter,  who  built  the  celebrated 
bridge  of  one  arch  at  ScbalThanaen, 
was  bom  here,  and  built  the  Cb. 

1|  Gais  —  /nns :  Ochs  ;  —  Krone, 
Booms  cost  from4fl.  to  10  tl.  weeklv) 
table-d'bSle,  1  fl.  ;  wbey,  20  kr.  daily 
—it  is  brought  from  tbe  high  Alps 
every  moming.  The  bread  is  very 
good  here.  Thia  little  village  of  neat 
timber  cottages,  mostly  converted  into 
lodging-houses  by  the  peasants  their 
owners,  irregularly  scattered  over 
lawQ-like  meadowa,  is  situated  in  an 
open  country,  with  nothing  but  green 


nSev 


aSOO  tt.  above  tbe  sea-level  Yet  the 
reputation  of  its  pure  and  bracing 
air,  and  of  ita  cure  of  goat's  whey 
(molkenhur  ;  cure  de  pedt  lait),  an- 
nuallv  attract  hither  many  hundred 
invalids  from  all  parte  of  Europe  j 
and  during  the  season,  ia  July  and 
August,  the  principal  inns  are  gener 
rally  foil. 

The   peasants'  houses  are  partien: 
larlf  dean,  trimly  painled  outside,  as 
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thouch  the]'  h»d  just  isaued  from  a 
baD<n>ox. 

Gais  lies  ia  view  of  Che  Sentia  and 
its  cbun ;  a  aoble  object ;  and  at 
Ae  a  aide  of  the  Gairis.  The  riaw 
from  (he  top  of  that  mountain  ia  de- 
lightful, and  may  be  attained  with 
little  trouble,  in  1  hr.,  on  hoFsehack. 
Guide  I  a. 

The  Dative  StHiga  of  the  cow-herda 
and  dairy-maida  of  Appeniell  are 
highly  melodious. 

There  is  a  char-road  &am  Gais  to 
Berisau  (see  Rlc  69),  about  5  hra. 
walk. 

2  m.  to  the  K  of  Oais,  od  the  road 
to  Allsletten,  ia  the  Chapel  of  Sloas, 
erected  on  the  gummit  of  the  st«ep 
pasa  leading  down  to  the  Rhine  That, 
to  commemorate  the  almost  incredible 
victory  gained  by  400  men  of  Appcn- 
lell  over  SOOO  Auatrians  in  1405.  The 
Archduke  of  Austria  and  the  Abbot 
of  St.  Qall  had  hoped  to  take  the 
Swiss  by  surprise  with  thia  preponde- 
rating farce.  Bat  a  bmdful  of  the 
mountaineers,  under  tiie  conduct  of 
Count  Rudolph  of  Werdenbere,  as- 
sembled in  haste,  gave  them  battle, 
and  defeated  the  invaders,  with  a  loss 
of  dW  men,  lowng  only  20  of  their 
own  party.  The  olood  of  the  slain 
discoloured  the  mountain  -  tj>rreiit 
which  Sowed  past  the  battle-field  ils 
far  aa  its  influx  into  the  Rhine.  The 
view  from  the  SWss  over  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine,  2000  ft.  below,  and  of  the 
SDOwy  mountains  of  Tyrol  and  Vo- 
mrlbei^  beyond,  ia  of  the  highest 
beauty. 

A  very  ateep  descent  leada  f^-om  the 
Stoaa  to  Altatetlen.  You  hire  a  spare 
skid  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  go 
down  with  both  wheels  locked.  From 
Slosa  to  Altaletteo,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine,  is  I  hour's  drive,  about  5  m.  i 
It  takes  2  bra.  to  aacend.  (See  p.  186.) 

The  other  road  from  SL  Gall  to  | 
Altstetten  (an  excellent  and  less  billy 
one)  is  carried  over  the  Riippen,  40  i 
lei^ea  ^  14^  Eng.  m.  by  Tr<^en,  a 
neat  little  towii,  whose  environs  are 
charming.  A  diligence  to  Feldkirch 
follows  it :  time  3f  hra.  with  6  horses. 
Coir*.  (Ble.  67.) 


2  Appcnzell—Zniu.'  Hecht  (Kke), 
besti  Weiasea  Kreuti;  r^eclable  but 
homely  farm-houaea.  Though  the 
chief  place  of  the  district  of  Jnner 
Khoden,  this  ia  but  a  large  village 
of  140U  Inhab.,  conaisting  of  ud 
bouses,  with  two  convents,  and  a  mo- 
dem cAwcA  atltushed  to  a  Gothic  choir, 
painted  with  representations  of  bao- 
ners  and  flags  taken  by  the  Appeu- 
zellera  in  the  15th  cenL,  and  contains 
nothing  remarkable  in  it.  It  derives 
its  name  from  the  country-aeat  of  t^e 
Abbot  of  Su  Gall  (Abten-zelle,  Ab- 
batis  Cella),  havii^  been  anciently 
built  here,  when  the  country  around 
was  an  uninhabited  solitude. 

The  Zundesgememde,  or  Assembly  of 
the  cantoo,  meeta  on  a  square,  near  a 
lime-tree,  every  year.  In  the  Record 
Otiice,  ArcAin,  are  preserved  a  number 
'  of  banners,  conquered  by  the  Appen- 
leUers  of  old,  and  the  only  surviving 
trophies  of  their  valour.  Here  are 
the  flags  of  Constance,  WinterUmr, 
Feldkirch  ;  the  Tyrolese  banner  and 
free  ensign,  inscribed  "  Hundert  Tau- 
send  Te^el,"  conquered  at  Landek, 
140T  i  the  Genoeae  banner  of  St. 
George,  and  two  captiurad  from  the 
Venetians,  1516,  in  the  battle  of 
AgnadeL 

A  remarkable  change  greets  the 
traveller,  on  entering  Roman  Catholic 
Inner  Rboden,  from  Protestant  Outer 
Rboden.  He  exchanges  cleanUneas 
and  industry  for  filth  and  beggary. 
What  may  be  the  cause  of  this,  is  not 
a  subject  suitable  for  discussion  here. 
The  Appenzellers  are  paasionatdy 
'--'      "  gymnastic  exercises;  and  a 


ing  the  stone  is  another  frequent  e._ 
erciae.  A  mass  of  rock,  varying  in 
weight  from  half  to  a  whole  cwt,  ia 
poiaed  on  the  shoulder,  and  then  cast 
forward  a  distance  of  several  feel. 
In  1S05,  a  man  of  Unasch  burled  a 
stone,  weighing  184  lbs.,  10  ft.  The 
Anpenzellera  are  also  capital  shots: 
rlAe-matcbes  are  held  in  snnimer  on 
almost  every  Sunday,  and  the  crack- 
ing  reports    resouni    on   all    sides. 
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The  laws  of  the  canton  (especlallj  of 
Outer  Rhoden)  restrict  dftacing  to  'i 
or  4  dajs  of  the  jear;  but,  as  the 
people  are  much  addjcled  to  this 
amosement,  the  law  is  frequently  in- 
Mnged,  and  the  peasants  will  often 
cross  the  frontier  of  the  canton  in 
order  to  enjoy  unmolested  their  fn- 
vourile  amusement. 

Tliere  is  a  road  from  Appenzel!  to 
Herisau  (Route  69)  by  Gonten. 

About  2}  m.  S.E.  of  Appenzell  is 
Weissbad,  "a  homely  boaraing-house 
and  batbine  estabUshment,  situated  in 
a  beautiful  and  retired  spot,  at  the 
foot  of  the  SeQtis,  surrounded  by 
grounds,  from  wbich  walks  lead  up 
the  mountains.  The  house  is  capable 
of  accommodating  130  visitors,  but 
the  visitors  and  accommodation  are 
inferior  to  those  at  Gais." 

In  addition  (o  the  cure  of  goat's 
whey,  there  are  mineral  springs  at 
Weissbad,  and  the  bath-bouses  con- 
tain 80  baths. 

Three  small  torrents,  issuing  out 
of  3  Alpine  valleys  deeply  furrowed 
in  the  sides  of  the  Sentis,  in  whose 
^aciers  they  take  their  rise.  UDit«  at 
Weissl^,  and  form  the  river  Sitter. 
About  5  m.  up  the  middle  valley, 
14  hour's  walk,  is  the  singular  hermit- 
age and  chapel  of  the  WililiirohleiH. 
It  ia  retLL-hed  by  crossing  the  Alpine 
pastare  of  the  BodmenenHlp,  which,  in 
spitn  of  its  elevation,  is  in  summer  a 
perfect  garden,  unfolding  a  treasure 
to  the  botaniat,  and  afibrding  the 
sweetest  herbage  to  the  cowb. 

In  a  recess  scooped  out  of  the  face 
of  a,  precipice,  170  £l  above  these 
pastures,  a,  little  chapel  has  been 
perched.  It  was  built  1756  by  apious 
inhabitant  of  AppenzeU,  and  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Michael,  and  on  that 
saint's  day  mass  is  celebrated  here 
annually.  A  bearded  Capuchin  oc- 
cupies the  hermitage  adjoming,  and 
will  conduct  strangers  through  the 
loD^  Oftvems  hung  with  stalactites, 
which  perforate  the  mountain  behind 
his  dwelling.  The  pilgrimage  will  be 
repaid  by  the  charming  prospect 
from  the  window  which  he  opens. 

From  this  rocky  vanlt  you  issue  out 


upon  another  fine  pasturage,  Ihe  Eben- 
alp,  .^U90  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  com- 
manding a  far  more  extensive  and  a 
diflerent  view,  extending  over  the 
lake  of  Constance  and  the  Saabiui 
hills. 

The  Smlia,  the  highest  mountain  in 
Appenzell,  7700  ft.  above  the  nea- 
level,  may  be  ascended  &om  Weiss- 
bad in  B  hours.  The  view  from  the 
7  is  much  extolled,  and  a  panorama 
it  has  been  engraved.  Various 
paths  lead  up  to  it ;  the  best  and 
easiest;  which  is  also  perfectly  safe  ii 

of  tb         _       . 
Wa^nlUcke  (3  stuitden)  j  t 
niit,whereisan/i)n(latuDde),  awalk 
of  nearly  20  m. 

In  183a,  an  engineer  named  Buch- 
mliUer,  while  making  trigonometrical 
observations  on  the  sunuuit,  accom- 
panied by  a  servant,  was   struck  by 


nearly  an  hour ;  when  he  came  t« 
himself  be  found  his  servant  dead 
beside  bim,  and  himself  so  severely 
injured  in  one  of  his  legs,  that  it  was 
with  the  utuiosl  difficulty  and  danger 
that  he  could  crawl  down  lo  the  near- 
est human  habitation.  There  is  a 
path  by  the  Kamor  from  Weissbad  to 


>wBld  in 


A  steep  and  difficult  path  leads  S. 
over  the  ridge  of  the  -Sentis  by  the 
Krayalp  Irom  Weissbad  lo  Wiiiniaus, 
the  birthplace  of  Zwiogli,  in  Toggen- 
burg  (Boute  71),  a  distance  of  20  m. 

Another  path,  tedious,  in  parts 
dangerous,  and  not  to  be  tried  with- 
out a  guide,  leads  in  4  or  5  hours  from 
Weissbad  to  Sennewald  in  (he  valley 
on  the  Bhinc  It  passes  over  the 
shoulder  of  the  Kamor,  on  the  right 
hand  of  that  mountain,  whose  top  Com- 
mands a  remarkable  panorama.  Even 
from  the  road  to  Sennewald,  the  tra- 
veller has  a  delightful  prospect  over 
the  Sentis  and  Canton  Appenzell, 
on  one  side,  and  over  the  lake  of 
ConstMice,  Tyrol,  and  the  Rhine,  on 
the  other. 


a  leagues  =  30}  Eng.  m. 

ilijsnce   daily    to   Kappersohwyl  ■, 

Thereia  apost  road  irom  SL  Qitll  by 

"  "  posts,  FlawyL 

Lichtensl^. 
Utinscb. 
Bapperschwyl. 
4  m.  ftom  St.  Oall,  a  litde 
beyond   the  Tillage  of  BruggeD,  the 
mad  crosses  the  gorge  of  the  Sitter 
by  the  magnificent  KraUeren  BrSi<:ke, 
a  bridge  59J  ft.  long,  and  8&  ft.  abote 
the  stream.     Here  iite  post  road  by 
Flawyl  strikes  offi    A  Lttle  after  we 
enter  canton  AppenieU. 

About  a  mile  to  the  £.  of  Herisau 
is  the  watering-place  called  Bem- 
riahsbad.  The  Badhaaa  is  the  most 
elegant  establishment  of  the  sort  in 
Switzerland,  after  Scbintmach,  sur- 
rounded by  agreeable  pleasure- 
grounds,  the  creation  of  one  Hein- 
ricb  Steiger,  a  rich  manufacturer. 
Two  spring  rising  out  of  graTel,  and 
tariously  inyiregnated  with  iron,  car- 
bonic acid,  &c.,  are  used  fbr  drinking, 
and  to  supply  ibe  baths.  Goats' 
whey  and  asaes'  milk  are  also  fur- 
nished to  those  inyalids  tQr  whom 
they  are  prescribed.  Accommodation 
in  a  cowhouse  is  provided  for  invalids 
suffering  from  diseases  of  the  chest. 
The  neiglibourhood  is  exceedingly 
picturesque. 

2^  JTeriiaa. — fiins :  Lowe  (Lion),  the 
best!— Hecht  (Brochet). 

Herisau,  the  flourishing  and  indus- 
trious chief  village  of  the  Protestant 
district  of  Appenzell,  called  Ausser- 
Rhoden,  contains  2200  Inhab.,  stands 
2334  (L  above  the  sea,  and  is  advan- 
tageously situated  at  the  junction  of 
two  streams,  the  Glatt  and  Brlihl- 
bach,  which  turns  the  wheels  of  its 
nuinerons  tnann&ctories.  "  It  is  a 
very  singular  place  from  its  extraor- 
dinary   irregularity  of  conatrnctjon. 
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two  of  them  ore  topped  by  ruinous 
castles,  liie  Rosenberg  and  Rosen- 
burg,  which,  according  to  the  story, 
were  once  connected  together  by  a 
leathern  bridge.  The  lower  part  of  the 
Cli'irch  Tbirer,  in  whidi  the  ArcliiveH 
are  deposited,  is  the  oldest  bnilding 
in  the  canton,  dating  probably  from 
the  Tib  century. 

The  articles  chiefly  manubctured 
here  are  muslins,  cottons,  and  silk,  tho 
last  a  recent  introduction:  10,!(<Oper- 
sona  are  employed  in  Ausser-Rhodcn 
in  weaving  muslins,  and  a  very  large 
number  in  embroidering  them. 

The  Bimdatcyler  liibel,  a  very  sineutar 
gorge  or  chasm,  deep  and  wild,  aboat 
^  m.  from  Herisau,  deserves  to  be 

There  is  a  direct  road  from  Herisau 
to  Appenzell  (Route  68X  by  Wald- 
stadt  (I{  hours);  Umasch  (1^),  and 
Gonten  (I):  in  aU  5  stunden  =  16^  m. 

Throi^h  an  undulating  Qouutry,  we 
reach  the  frontier  of  Appenzell,  and 
re-enter  that  of  its  grasping  neigh- 
bour, St.  Gall,  before  arriving  at 

3  Peterzell:  3  m.  beyond  the  mined 
Castle  of  Neu-Toggenburg  lies 

2  Lichtensteg,  (/nn;  Krone,)  a 
town  of  744  Inbab.  on  the  rL  bank  of 
the  Tfaur,  (he  ancient  county  of  Tog- 
genburg.  A  picturesque  and  band- 
some  old  Place,   composed  of  lofty 

ildings  with  porticoes,   forms   the 

ncipal    street.      The   2   roada    to 

rich  by  Flawyl  and  Herisau  unite 

Opposite  Wattweil  (/nm .-  Rossli; 
T<»genburg),  a  pretty  manufacturing 
viluge,  about  1^  m.  fartlier,  stand 
the  convent  of  ^mta  Maria  and  the 
Castle  of  Iberg. 

The  road  soon  after  surmounls  the 
steep  ascent  of  the  ridge  of  Himmel- 
wald.    From  its  top  a  beautiful  pros- 

eict  expands  to  view;  in  front  the 
ke  of  Zurich,  with  the  castle,  town, 
and  bridge  of  RapperBchwy),  in  full 
relief  on  its  margin;  behmd  it  the 
pine-clad  and  snow- topped  Alps  of 
Schwyli  and  Glarus;  on  the  E.  the 
remarkable  peaks  of  the  Sieben  Kuh- 
firsten,  and  behind  the  fertile  vale  of 
Toggenburg.      The   road   divides   on 

Che  opposite  side  of  the  hill;  diose 
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bound  for  Glarus  or  WaUeniUdt  take 


T  BapperschwyL    (Boute  14.) 


33^  leagneg  =  100  Eag.  m.  DiU- 
geneo  3  or  3  times  »-week. — B, 

From  W  jl  to  Coire  the  ro»d  is  anp- 
plied  with  poat-hanea. 

A  good  carria^-rnad  Lends  through 
Schlatt  and  !Kemom  to 

S»  Franenfeld,  in  Ronte  9. 

34  Wjl  (/nn .-  Post),  >  little  town  of 
1064  Inhah.,  in  the  TBlle7  of  the  Thur. 
distant  about  a  mile  from  its  L  benk. 
We  here  leare  on  the  L  the  road  to  St 
Gall,  and  continue  up  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Tbur,  as  far  as  Dielfurth. 

At  Gonzerbach,  a  littie  before  licb- 
ttiDStee,  a  small  and  nearly  solitary 
Irm  ^Hirsch),  by  the  roadside,  oflers  a 
convenient  resting-plaoe  for  travellers 
HiSBing  from  Schaffhausen  to  the 
iSrisons; — clean  beda,  but  charges  ex- 
orbitant. 

41  WatCwyL 

Ebnitt.—Taggenbuni,  as  the  long  and 
fertile  Talley  of  the  Thur  ia  called,  ex- 
tends for  nearly  40  m.,  tirom  Wyl  up 
to  the  source  of  that  rirer,  "  and  a 
splendid  specimen  of  a  Swiss  lalley  It 
is,  embracing  within  its  range  almoat 
.11  .1..  varfoBB  featurea  o?  Alpine 
sa>e  that  there  ia  acarcely  a 
alluiial  bottom  to  be 
found  in  its  whole  extent;  ita  sides 
beii^  everrwhere  steep  or  undulate 
ing.''— T.  F.  It  is  bounded  by  high 
numntetDS;  on  the  N.  by  the  Sentia, 
and  on  the  S.  by  the  peaks  of  the  Eiih- 
"""'""       '" iciently  goTemed  by 


scenery, s 


Bhine,  stands  the  remote  village 

3f  Wildhina~-(Inn  .■  Krone,  good), 
345U  fL  above  the  level  of  the  aea,  and 
at  the  S.  base  of  the  Sentis.  It  is  re- 
markable as  the  birthplace  of  the  Swiss 
reformer,  Ulrich  ZuingIL  The  house 
in  which  he  first  saw  t£e  light  (Jul  1, 
1484)  atill  exists;  it  is  an  humble  cot- 
tage of  wood;  its  walls  formed  of  the 
stems  of  trees,  ita  roof  weighed  down 
by  atones  to  protect  it  from  the  wind. 
It  has  resist^  the  inroads  of  time  for 
more  than  350 years;  and  the  beams 
and  trunks  which  compose  it  are  black 
with  age.  Zuingli's  family  were  hum- 
ble peasants ;  he  quitted  home  when 
10  years  old,  to  go  to  school  at  Bile. 

Wildhaus  to  Sennewald  4{  leagues. 

The  road  descends  into  the  valley 
of  the  Rhine  near  Grabs,  and  soon 

Werdenberg,  which,  with  the  follow- 

g  stations,  ia  described  in  Route  67. 

^Sevelen. 

3IBagatz. 

4J  CoSv,  in  page  190. 

ROUTE  72. 

!SES    TO     GLARUS,    THE     CITHS     OF 


firsten.    It  ' 

When 

became  extinct,  I43G,  the  district  was 
claimed  by  canton  Ziirich.  In  the 
(bud  which  ensued,  the  Ziirichers  were 
worsted;  it  fell  to  (he  abbot  of  St. 
OaU;  and,  aince  1805,  forms  part  of 
canton  St.  Gall.  It  is  thickly  peopled ; 
its  inhabitants,  an  industrious  race, 
are  chiefly  occupied  with  the  pianufac- 
ture  of  muslin  and  cotton. 
'4  Neslan. — /nn .-  Krone. 


Wesen  to  Glarus  3  leagues. 

A  diligence  leaves  We^en  for  Gla- 

s  on  the  arrival  of  the  diligence  from 
Ziirich  daiiy.  It  is  a  drive  of  2  hours; 
~  hours  more  to  Lint-thai,  and  again 
i  hours  on  foot  to  the  Pantenbrucke. 
Diligmces  run  daily  from  Glarus  to 
Lachen  (/nn ,-  Ours),  a  village  of  1200 
luhab.,  on  the  margin  of  the  Lake  of 
Ziirich,  where  coaches  to  Ziirich,  Lu- 
cerne, and  St,  Gall  cross  and  take  on 
pasaengera. 

The  canton  of  Glarus  consists  of  one 
great  Alpine  valley,  and  of  several 
secondary  or  trihutary  valleys,  branch- 
ing off  from  it,  and  penetrating  deep 
into  the  high  Alps.  There  is  but  one 
carriage-ri«d  into  it,  wbitdi  terminates. 


19) 
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afber  a  distance  of  6}  le^aea  ^  19J 
Kng.  m..  M  the  baths  of  Stschelbei^; 
una,  except  for  pedestrians,  there  is 
no  egTOefs  save  the  portat  whieh  has 
admitted  the  traveller.  It  is  a  truly 
Alpine  district,  abonndiDg  in  Ter  j  wild 
scenery. 

The  road  from  Weseo  crosses  the 
Linth  canal  (Route  14,  p.  32)  bj  the 
ZiegelbrUeke,  and  passes  the  jaws  of 
the  valley  of  Glarus,  flanked  by  preci- 
pices almost  perpendicular,  and  backed 
by  the  vast  mass  and  anowy  head  of 
the  GMmiflcb  Moimtain. 

The  road  from  Ziirioh  and  Rspper- 
schwyl  to  Glarus  passes  through 
Lachen  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Lake  of 
Zurich,  and  along  Che  1.  bank  of  the 
Linth  canal  to  Sieder-Umen,  where 
that  from  Wesen  joins  it. 

li  JfSfela  —  (/nns  ;  Hirech  ;  — 
Sohwerdt)— in  the  gorge  of  the  yalley, 
a  tillage  of  ISOO  Inhab.,  and  the  ehief 
place  in  the  Koman  Catholic  division 
of  the  canton,  is  a  Swiss  haUle-feld  of 
sonie  celebrity.  11  simple  atones,  set 
up  on  the  meadow  of  Beuti,  hard  by, 
mark  the  spot  where  in  1388,  l;J0O 
men  of  Glarus  met  a  force  of  6000 
Auatrians,  who.  having  taken  Wesen 
by  treachery,  had  burst  into  the  can- 
ton, ravaging  and  plundering  the 
country  as  they  advanced.  When 
tidings  of  this  reached  the  ears  of 
Matthias  am  Buhl,  the  lands-captain, 
he  hastily  collected  a  handful  of  shep- 
herds, and  not  only  checked  the  career 
of  the  foragers,  in  spite  of  (he  dispro- 
portion ofnumbers,  but  after  11  distinct 
charges,  aided  by  volleys  of  stones  and 
rooks  diacharged  from  precipices  above, 
which  threw  the  Anstrian  cavalry  into 
confusion,  flnallyrepulsed  the  invaders, 
with  a  loss  of2&O0  of  their  nomber  left 
dead  on  the  field. 

The  anniversary  of  the  fight  of 
;Nafela  is  still  celebrated  tbrongh*  the 

Eagcment  took  place  at  Nafels,  in  1799, 
etween  the  Austriana  and  French. 
JFrom  Mollis,  the  villi^  opposite 
NEfels,  the  river  Linth  is  conducted 
into  the  lake  of  Wollenstadt  by  the 
arljflcial  canal  constructed  by  Escber 
(see  p.  31).  In  the  churchyard  of 
Mollis  the  heroes  of  24iifteU  are  bnried.  | 


The  valley  of  the  Linth  is  subject 


tributary  t^>rronts.  The  broad  frin^ 
of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  visible 
on  both  aides  of  the  Linth,  the  com- 
mon drain  of  the  district,  will  ^ow 
what  mischief  that  river  occasions 
after  storms  of  rain,  and  during  the 
melting  of  the  snows.  The  whole  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  valley  is  st 
times  converted  into  a  lake ;  and  the 
little  patches  of  ground,  which  have 
cost  the  peasant  much  hard  labour 
and  care  to  cultivate,  are  at  once 
overwhelmed  and  ruined.  The  lime- 
stone mounts  ns  of  this  district  abound 


for  the  melting  glaciers.  In  the  spring 
and  early  summer,  the  rocks  appear 
to  stream  from  every  pore,  while  every 
gorge  and  hollow  sends  tOTlh  a  raging 

1^  aianis,or  Glaris— (/nrw:  Aigle 
d'Or,Tiot  large,  but  very  ctHnfortaUe; 
Rabe).  This  little  village,  the  capital 
of  the  canton,  ia  chiefly  remarkable 
for  its  secluded  situation  at  the  base  of 
the  Giamiscb  and  Schill,  encompaaaed 
and  shut  in  by  the  Alps,  whose  bare 
and  bleak  precipices  and  tops  contrast 
remarkably  with  the  milder  verdure 
about  their  base.  The  inhabitants, 
4320  in  number,  are  distinguished  by 
their  industry  and  enterprise,  which 
has  converted  Glarus  inl«  a  place  of 
manufactures,  especially  of  cotton, 
printing  of  muslins,  &c.  They  are 
reported  to  retain  that  simplicity  of 
manners  which  their  seclusion  from 
the  rest  of  the  world  would  lead  one 
toeiipect. 

They  possess  a  f7M  (Cassino),  and 
a  Frt«  School  for  700  children,  erected 
by  private  subscriptions,  and  reflecting 
much  credit  on  the  public  spirit  of  the 
citizens.  The  houses,  chiefly  of  atone, 
and  many  of  them  ancient,  are  tn- 
q  uently  ornamented  outside  with  fre  boo 
□aintinga.  In  the  old  Eathhaas  is  some 
tine  painted  glasa,  and  enormous  homa 
of  steinbock  decorate  the  antichamber. 
The  Gothic  church  is  open  to  Protestant 
and  Romanist  alike.  Zwingli  was  the 
pastor  here,  15ns  to  1546.  The  Linth 
IS  crosaed  by  two  bri^iss. 
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The  name  Glarvs  is  sud  to  be  a  cor- 
ruption of  Hiiarim,  A  saint  to  whom  > 
Bhrine  was  built  among  these  moun- 
Ouns  at  a  Terj  early  period. 

Diligence  to  Lacheo,  where  it  meets 
the  coach  from  St.  Gall  and  Lucerne 
to  Zurich. 

Tbero  is  one  manufacture  peculiar 
to  the  canton  Ularufl,  that  of  the 
ffitan  cheeae,  called  Schabtieger.  It 
owes  its  peculiar  appearance,  smell, 
and  ilaTour,  to  an  herb  (Melilotus 
csmlea ;  bine  melilM;  Germ.  Honig- 
klee),  which  is  parllv  cultiialed  for 
this  purpose  in  gardens  within  the 
canton,  and  parti;  imported  from 
others.  To  fit  it  for  use,  it  is  dried, 
ground  to  powder,  and,  in  that  stale, 
mixed  with  the  cui^,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  i  Iba.  of  the  herb  to  1  Ou  Iba.  of 
curds.  The  cheese  is  said  to  be  made 
of  cows'  milli,  like  any  commani^ieese, 
and  not  of  goats'.  Hie  curds  are 
brODght  down  from  the  high  pastures 
into  the  valley  in  sacks,  and,  after 
baring  a,  due  proportion  of  herb  incor- 
porated with  them,  are  ground  in  a 
mill  re«embling  that  nsea  for  making 
cyder.  After  being  thoroughly  knead- 
ed by  this  process  ibr  an  hour  or  two, 
it  is  fit  for  pressing.  The  cheese  is 
ripe  for  use  after  a  twelvemonth's 
keeping.  A  large  quantity  of  it 
is  exported  to  America;  and  the 
mamdacture  of  it  is  considered  a 
IncTatire  trade.    The  natives  attribnte 


1  which   the  cows 


Haaj  moDDtain  {laths,  practic^le 
only  on  foot,  ramify  in  vanons  direc- 
tions from  Glams. 

a.  The  pass  of  the  Pragel  to 
Si^wytz,  by  the  Klonthal  and  the 
Muotta-thai;  the  former  a  most  beau- 
tiful pastoral  valley,  a  tributary  of  the 
Lintb )  the  finest  part  of  it  is  not  more 
than  8  m.  from  Glarus.— (Boule  76.) 

b.  The  pass  of  the  Klauetn  to  Altor£ 
— (Described  below.) 

c.  4  passes  into  tlie  Valley  of  the 
Vorder  Rhine: — 

(a)  To  Dissends  over  the  Sitadjim 
(8999  ft.)  i:i  stunden. 

(4)  To  Brigels,  by  the  Lmmemthal 
and  KitteHgrat  (8650  ft.)-(B.  7b). 


(c)  To  Pania,  by  the  Pamiicar  fum, 

(d)  To  Flima,  by  the  Segnei  pan, 
8JSL 

The  most  mlerasting  excursion  is 
that  uu  the  valley  of  the  Ijnth,  whM« 
first  ihe  QliLmisch,  and,  higher  up, 
th«  Dodi,  with  their  snowy  salellitfH, 
are  objects  of  extreme  grandeur  and 
beauty.  "About  I  hour  above  Glarus 
is  the  fine  fall  of  the  Schreyenbach,  of 
the  Btaabbach  kind,  wbiob  when  seen 
from  below  appears  to  issue  from  the 
■ky.  At  the  bottom  it  spreads  over 
30  yards  of  rock,  coming  down  in  a 
shower  of  water-rockets.  — M. 

A  good  road  leads  along  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  liinth,  about  IS  miles,  to 
the  village  of 

3^  Lint-thal  (/nn .-  Lowe.  Kesorted 
to  only  bv  thepeasantry  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood.) The  Diligence  crosses  the 
river  below  Lint-tluil,  leaving  It  on 
one  side.  Strangers  proceed  J  m.  fur- 
ther to  the  han^me  J/otel  and  £aths 
of  Stachelberg,  an  enceDent  end  most 
comtbrlable  house,  built  on  an  emi- 
nence in  this  remote  spot,  surrounded 
by  torrenla,  rocks,  and  glaciers.  It 
has  greatly  risen  in  repnte  as  a  water- 
ing-place, and  on  account  of  the  es- 
quisite  beauty  of  its  situation,  and  the 
virtues  of  its  concentrated  alkaline 
aulphureous  sprinij,  which  distils,  drop 
by  drop,  from  a  fissure  in  the  Braun- 
ber^,  IB  much  resorted  to.  The 
period  of  the  "  cure  "  is  fixed  at  be- 


Linth  becomes  grander  and  more 
savB^,  and  at  length  contracts  into  a 
chasm,  low  in  the  depths  of  which  the 
river  worms  its  way,  while  a  narrow 
and  st«ep  path  alone  leads  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipioe.  5  miles  up  (2 
hours'  walk),  at  a  spot  where  the  gorge 
is  deepest;  a  singularly  bold  brii^  of 
a  single  arch  of  stone,  20  ft  span,  and 
140  ft.  above  the  torrent,  but  only  4 
fc  wide,  has  been  thrown  across  it. 
Thia  is  the  Panteabriiclit,  an  object  of 
considerable  romantio  beauty,    from 
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the  boldDess  of  this  work  of  man  in 
such  a  scene  of  wild  nature,  and  from 
the  depth  of  the  gulf  below.  It  U 
often  tisited  by  lodiesi  but  the  ex- 
ouraion,  though  nut  dangeroiu,  ia 
fatiguing. 

7'A«  Gorge,  }  hoar's  walk  above  the 
bridge,  is  one  of  the  gnndest  ia  the 
Alps. 

The  ralley  of  the  Linth  terminates 
in  a  group  of  magnificent  mountains, 
whose  lop»  are  occupied  bj  last  fields 
of  never-trodden  glaciers.  The  Dodi 
or  Todib^  (l'J,800  fL)  ia  the  giant 
of  this  portion  of  the  chain  of  Alps, 
and  its  summit  has  been  ascended 
only  once,  by  M,  Durler  of  Ziirich,  in 
18:!8,  who  perished  IHIO  by  falling 
from  the  lowly  Hiilliberg  near  Ziirict 
while  meditaUng  a  2iid  ascent  of  the 
Diidi.  A  difficult  and  dangerous  path, 
practicable  only  in  the  height  of  sum- 
mer, leads  across  these  glaciers  to 
Dissentis,  over  tlie  Clariden-Grab. 

The   Klausen    pais  —  Stachelbers   to 

Mtorf,   10   hours The   distance   is 

kbout  26  miles ;  3^  hours  to  the  top. 
i^e  path  is  so  well  marked  that  guides 
may  oe  dispensed  with;  it  is  practi- 
cable fbr  horses.  It  turns  ont.  of  the 
valley  of  the  Llnth  to  the  W.  about  a 
mile  above  the  baths,  and  aacends  the 
valley  of  the  Fatsch,  or  Umer  Bodeu, 


(he  junetioD  of  the  Fatsch  and  Linth, 
the  valley  belongs  to  canton  Uri.  It 
abounds  in  fine  moontain  pastures, 
and  many  of  the  inbabitants  of  the 
Sclukchen-thal  pass  their  summer  here 
among  the  cows.  Umer  Boden  is  a 
scattered  hamlet  of  80  houses,  with  a 
charch  extending  the  whole  length  of 


shattered  Zinget  Glatten,  and  CamlL 
On  the  top  stands  a  little  chapel. 

The  path  descends  by  long  and 
steep  sigEBgB  into  the  ScASchtn-thal ; 
on  the  L  band  is  seen  the  very  pretty 
cascade  of  the  Stiabi.  Opposite  the 
chapel  of  SL  Anne  a  bergfall  occurred 
in  1B33,  which  arrested  (or  some  time 
the  couiM  of  the  SobAchen,  and  pro- 
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dnced  a  small  lake.  At  the  vil- 
lage of  Unter  Schschen,  the  first  on 
the  Uri  side  (a  smalt  /nn),  another 
branch  of  the  valley  opens  S.,  and 
sends  forth  the  main  stream  of  the 
Scbachen,  which  some  consider  to  rise 
from  the  Staubl  The  Spitie,  the 
mountain  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent, 
discharges  dangerous  avalanches  in 
spring.  At  Spiringen,  and  a  little 
lower  down,  near  the  chapel  of  St. 
Anthony,  there  are  inns,  tolerably 
good  for  this  oounlry. 

It  was  over  the  steep  and  barely 
accessible  rid^  of  the  Kiruig  Caim, 
which  walls  in  thia  portion  of  the 
valley  to  the  N.,    that    f '- 


1T99.  Having  pounced  down,  a 
were,  upon  the  French  from  the 
heights  of  the  St.  Gothard,  and 
driven  them  before  him  to  Allorf,  he 
there  fomid  his  progress  barred  by 
the  lake  of  Lnceme,  without  a  boat 
to  cross  it,  his  troops  exhausted  by 
&tigue  and  famine,  and  the  country 
BO  completely  drained  by  war  as  to 
be  quite  incapable  of  supporting  them. 
The  only  alternative  that  remained 
to  bim,  was  to  attempt  to  join  the 
foroes  of  the  allies,  through  the  hor- 
rible defile  of  the  Schiicheoi  and  to 
cross  the  rarely -trodden  summit  of 
the  high  Alps.  The  only  passare  up 
this  valley  was  by  a  mere  path;  so 
that  his  army  was  obUged  to  advance 
igle  file,  abandcoiing  much  of 


>  had  r 

Russia: 
wayside,  and  perished;  others  fe 
the  hands  of  the  French,  who  hovered 
in  their  rear;  the  valley  was  strewn 
with  dead  bodies  of  men  and  borsea, 
with  arms  and  equipments.  The  re- 
mainder of  Ibis  memorable  march  is 
described  in  Bte.  75. 

Burglen,  the  birthplace  of  Tell, 
stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scbliohen- 
thaL    (Rte.  34.) 

Altort  or  Altdorf,  p.  101. 
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"  After  orosaing  the  Panteobruoko 
(p.  189),  which  is  nearly  2  hours'  gwd 
wftlluDv  from  the  baths  of  Stacbel- 
berg,  the  path  over  th«  Kistengrat 
lunia  rather  sharplj  to  the  L,  and 
ascends  through  pleasant  woods  and 
ereen  pasturages  for  a  time.  2^  hrs. 
from  tbe  Pantenbriicke.  always  ruiog, 
brings  you  to  the  siuDiiuC  of  the  littte 
secluded  nook   in  which   the  chAlet 


rable  hovels  of  loose 
stones,  one  a  piece  for  the  cows,  the 
goats,  and  the  men.  This  is  sepa- 
rated  from  the  block  precipitous  face 
of  the  SeLbs&utl  Mountain  by  a,  deep 
chasm,  the  bottom  of  which  con 
scarcely  be  seen  from  the  edge.  Here 
a  man  and  2  boys,  with  3  or  4  cows 
and  some  goats,  pass  3  months  of  the 
year  in  seclusion,  taking  with  them 
their  supply  of  SJ>ur  and  bread.  On 
the  Ist  Sept.,  lBi3,  in  consequence  of 
leaiing  the  baths  of  Stachelberg  too 
late,  I  was  compelled  to  pass  the  night 
in  this  miserable  hovel,  because  the 
snow  on  the  mnuntaia  was  declared 
impassable  at  that  time  uF  day  (I 
o'clock).  After  quitting  tie  Limera 
Alp,  there  was  no  semblance  of  a 
path,  and  I  found  the  snow,  which  in 
tbe  middle  of  the  day  before  bad 
been  declared  by  the  guide  and  pea- 
santry to  be  quite  impassable  from  its 
softness,  had  become  early  in  the 
lorning  bo  hard  and  icy 


chilet  on  the  Umem  Alp 
Uge  of  Brigels,  and  of  these  3^  were 
on  the  snow.  We  passed  close  by 
the  Miitten  See,  leaving  it  on  our 
left.  It  was  then  a  mass  of  snow  and 
ica,  no  water  being  visible.  In  a  dif- 
ferent state  of  the  snow  a  path  is 
sometinieB  taken  across  a  lower  part 
of  the  mountain,  leaving  the  Uiitwn. 


and  slippery  for  us  to  attempt.  We 
crossed  a  higher  part  of  the  mountain 
by  aid  of  the  solitary  foot-tracks  of 
some  shepherd,  (made  when  the  snow 
was  softer,  as  th«  gnide  said,  in  search 
of  some  lost  sheep,)  and  which  we 
lockily  discovered  just  at  the  steepest 
part,  where  a  slip  would  have  carriod 


t  dowi 
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The  views  of  tbe  dis- 
tant Alps  from  the  summit  are  very 
fine,  and  tbe  descent  into  the  valley 
of  the  Yorder  Rhine,  near  Brigels, 
affords  one  continuous  view  of  that 
valley  from  above  Dissentis,  almost 
to  its  junction  with  the  valley  of  the 
Hinter  Bhine,  and  is  also  very  finei 
but  the  expedition  was  hardly  worth 
tbe  troable  and  danier,  although  it 
enabled  me  to  see  the  upper  part  of 
the  Lint-Thai  and  the  PontenbrUt^ 
and  tbe  greater  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Vorder  Rhine,  without  retDnun|| 
on  my  footsteps.  Much  depends  on 
the  season,  the  weather,  and  the  state 
of  tbe  snow ;  bnt  it  is  at  least  9  hrs. 
from  the  baths  of  Stachelberg  to 
Brigels,  and  one  should  start  at  ^ 
past  4,  or  at  latest  5,  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  Auberge  at  Brigels  is 
poor  and  bad,  and  neither  German 
nor  French  was.  understood  g  it  is  a 
Romonsch  village,  and  Frmcb  money 
in  1843  would  scarcely  pass.  The 
village  itself  was  nearly  destroyed  by 
fire  a  few  years  since,  and  many  of 
the  booses  are  new.  The  ch&let  on 
the  Limem  Alp  is  a  little  out  of  the 


resbraent  and  avoid  it." 


SJ  hrs.  ^27  Eng.  m.  Diligence 
from  Rapperschwyl  to  Sohw jts  leaves 
Einsiedeln  on  one  side. 

The  road  is  praodcable  for  light 
oarriages,  but  it  is  by  no  means  good, 
and  is  very  hilly. 
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the  churches  of  lta]j,  and,  except 
Bocount  of  the  pilgrims  and  dnri 
the  geOBOn  of  the  pilgrim^e,  is  i 
vorih  gomf  Qui  of  one's  way  U>  visit. 

After  crossing  the  long  bridge  of 
Bspperschwjrl  (Rie.  14),  the  road 
enters  cuiloa  Schwyta,  and  soon  cam- 
mences  the  steep  ascent  of  Mount 
Elzel.which  takesS  hrs.,  and  requires 

1  horse  30  batz,  and  6  batz  trinkgeld; 
(or  2  horses  50  bate.  Many  delightful 
Tiews  are  obluned  in  ascraidiag,  over 
the  lahe  of  Ziirich,  and  the  summit 
commands  a  good  view  of  the  Mythen 
(Hitres),  Rigi,  and  other  mountains 
in  that  direction.  The  boW  hermit 
Meinrad,  the  founder  of  Sinsiedeln, 
originallv  fixed  himself  on  the  top  of 
the  Btsfll,  but  the  concourse  of  people 
attra«(ed  to  tJie  spot  by  his  reputation 
tat  holiness,  droye  him  in  search  of 
solitude  deep  into  the  wilderness.  A 
little  chapel  stands  on  the  spot  sup- 
posed to  have  been  occupied  by  his 
oelL  Near  it  is  an  inn.  From  this 
chapel  the  first  view  of  Btnsiedeln  is 
obtained ;  the  descent  thilher  occu- 
pies 1^  hour. 

The  road  is  studded  at  inCerrals 
with  chapels  called  ttations,  each  con- 
tainlDca  representation  of  some  et^it 
in  the  Passion  of  our  Lord,  according 
to  the  Romish  tradition,  at  which  tile 
pilgrims  may  slop  and  tell  their  beads. 

The  river  Sihl  is  crossed  by  a  co- 
»ered  bridge,  called  (Tsiiiels-briicte) 
the  Devil's  bridge,  brfore  reaching 

3j  BiNsiBDELR  (French,  Notre 
Dame  des  Eremites;  liat.,  MonasCe- 
Hum  Bremitaniin).  7ntu.-  there  ore 
55  inus  and  20  alehouses  here,  mostly 
designed  for  the  reception  of  poor 
Dilcrriois,  sitd  distinguished  by  a  sin- 
'.ety  iif  signs.     The  best 


gular  variety  iif  signs.  The  be; 
the  Hirach  (Cerf),  clean  and  goodj 
ChargI  '      '  •     ■        ■ 

T.7 

The  Abbey  of  Einsiedeln,  which 
forms  the  nucleus  of  a  village  of  a 
few  hundred  inhabitants,  is  situated  on 
a  naked  undulating  plain  SOOO  ft.  above 
the  sea,  producing  little  but  pasture. 
It  is  partly  ahellered  by  a  range  of 
Aooded  hofs  on  Ute  S.R 
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The  Ifonailrrff  itself,  an  extenaire 
building  in  the  modem  Italian  style, 
is  imposing,  less  from  its  architecture 
than  its  size  and  il£  situation  in  so 
remote  and  naked  a  solitude.  The 
existing  edifice  dates  ft'om  the  18th 
century  (ITId),  and  ia  the  Sih  or  7th 
Tused  on  this  qmt  since  the  first 
foundation  of  the  abbey,  the  others 
having  been  destroyed  by  fire.  It  occu- 
pies a  stately  site  upon  the  hill  aide, 
separated  from  the  humbler  buildings 
of  the  village  by  a  wide  square. 

The  origin  of  the  abbey  is  (has  ac- 
counted for  in  the  histories  published 
under  the  authority  of  the  monks  : — . 
In  (he  days  of  Charlemagne  a  holy 
anchorite  named  Meinrad,  of  the  noble 
house  of  Hohenzollem,  repaired  to  this 
remote  wilderness  (then  called  the 
Finsterwald)  to  end  his  days  in  stdi- 
tude  and  prayer,  devoting  himself  to 
tend  a  little  black  ims^  of  the  Virgia 
which  had  been  given  to  him  bvBt. 
Hildegarde,  abbess  of  Zurich.  Thia 
holy  man  was  murdered  by  two  Tob< 
bers  in  86t  ]  but  their  fool  deed, 
which  they  had  hoped  would  escape 
detection  on  a  spot  so  remote  bom 
the  haunts  of  men,  was  brought  to 
light  by  two  pet  ravens  reared  by 
Meinrad,  which  pursued  the  mnr- 
derers  with  croaking  cries,  and  flop- 
ping wings,  over  hill  and  dale,  as  Bir 
as  Zurich,  where  their  guilt  was  de- 
tecled,  and  ihej  suffered  for  it  on  the 
^ace  now  occupied  by  the  Bavwn  inn. 
The  reputation  of  sanctity,  howerer, 
surrounding  the  spot  where  the  aaini 
had  lived,  increase  so  much  after  his 
death,  that  his  cell  was  rebuilt,  sad 
a  church  founded  faj  a  community  of 
Benedictine  hermits  (Einsiedlem). 
The  first  abbot  was  Bberard,  and  it 
ia  affirmed  by  the  monkish  legend, 
and  perpetuated  in  the  bull  of  Pope 
Pins  Vin.,  that  when  the  Bishop  i^ 
CoustAnce  was  about  to  consecrate 
the  church  on  the  14tb  of  S^tember, 
9(8,  he  was  aroused  at  midnight  by 
the  sounds  of  angelic  minstrelsy,  and 
was  informed  next  day,  by  a  voice 
from  heaven,  that  there  was  no  need 
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and  br  the  presence  of  the  Saiionr  ! 
The  Pope  pronounced  this  a  trut 
miraoLe,  and,  in  coiuidentioQ  of  it, 
granted  pleniiry  indulgence  to  all  pil- 
grima  who  ehonld  repair  to  the  ahrine 
of  Our  Lady  of  the  Uermita,  in  the 
Herds    inacribed    upon    the    church. 


cu]p4  et  a  pcBn&.^'  The  conaequence 
of  this  has  been  that  during  9  oen- 
tttries  there  has  been  an  almost  unin- 
termptad  influx  of  pilgrims  from  the 
siuTOUBding  countries  to  this  shrino, 
and  of  wealth  to  the  monasterj.    In 

ricees  of   lime  these   pious    bene- 
tiona  inoreaaad  '■-  - 


ranked  second  to  fit,  Qall  alone  of 
all  the  monaateries  in  Switierland. 
Its  abbot  became  a  prince  of  the  holy 
Roman  empire,  with  a  seat  in  the 
diet.  He  had  hia  hereditary  ofGcwrs, 
hia  chamberlain,  marshal,  and  cup- 
bearer ;  and  these  posts  were  filled  by 
BrBonsges  of  noble  or  princely  rank, 
t  also  enjoyed  the  right  of  crimiaal 
jurisdiction  and  the  power  of  life  and 
death  in  several  panshea  and  circles. 
DowD  to  the  16th  century  the  abbots 
themselTes  were  of  noble  families. 

The  FrcDch  reiolulionary  inraders 
of  1798  stripped  Einsiedeln  of  its  re- 
sources and  treasures,  and  carried  off 
■he  ^^ure  of  the  Virgin  to  Paris  ;  but 
the  monks,  on  abandoning  the  can- 
vent,  transported  with  them  into  Ty- 
rol a  duplicate  figure,  which  they  as- 
sert to  be  the  authentic  onBinaL 
Notwithatanding  these  untoward  cir- 
cumstances, the  abbey  remains  at  the 
present  day  the  richest  in  Switier- 
Wd,  and  the  Block  Virnn,  whether 
am  original  or  aa«iy,  has  lost  none  of 
tier  reputation.  The  aierage  annual 
namber  of  pilgrims  who  receive  the 
■aonunent  in  the  church  is  150,000. 
In  the  course  of  the  year  1700  there 
wen  302,000;  in  ISM,  36,000  pil- 
grims repaired  to  the  «tuine  within  a 
fortnight.  Every  parish  of  canton 
Schwy ta,  and  most  of  the  other  Roman 
Catholic  can  tons,  send  an  annual 
deputation  hither,  headed  by  the 
iMidanunan  and  the  authorities.  The 
Boman  Catholics  of  Switzerland,  in- 
deed, for  the  most  part,  nuke  3  or  3 


joumeyji  hither,  in  the  course  of  their 
lives.  Uany  of  the  pilgrims  are  de- 
puties paid  by  other*,  wealthier  sin- 
ners, to  do  penance  for  their  prinoi- 
pale,  who  remain  at  home,  and  a 
pilgrimage  thus  performed  by  prcntT 
is  rendered  equally  efficacious  witn 
one  made  in  person. 

In  I8J5  the  oonvent  contained  TT 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order,  in- 
cluding lay-brotbers,  novices,  &c 

Id  the  square  in  front  of  the  eoavent 
stands  a  wuntain  with  11  jets  of 
water,  from  all  of  which  the  pilgriins 
drink,  as  it  is  traditionally  reported 
that  our  Bariour  drank  from  one,  but 
from  which  of  them  Is  not  known.  In 
the  centre  of  the  pile  of  conventual 
buildings  stands,  as  is  usual  in  Be- 
nedictine monasteries,  the  Okumh, 
which  has  been  compared  with  that 
of  St.  John  Lsteran  at  Bome,  The 
interior  is  somewhat  gaudily  orna- 
mented with  inferior  paintings,  marUe 
and  gilding.  A  few  feet  from  the 
entrance  stands  the  Shrine  or  ChaptI 
of  Us  Firkin,  of  black  marble,  with  a 
Krating  in  front,  through  which,  by 
uie  glu-e  of  an  ever-burning  lamp,  the 

rilolor  perceives  the  p^ladium  of 
temple,  a  little  black  figure  of  the 
Virgin  and  Child,  attired  in  gold  bro- 
cade, glittering  with  jewels,  and  bear- 
'  crowns  of  gold  on  their  heads. 
space  in  &oot  of  the  shrine  is 
rarely  free  of  worshippers,  and  com- 
monly hundreds,  nay,  at  times,  thou- 
ids  of  devotees  may  be  seen  pros- 
^te  before  it.  The  walls  of  this  part 
of  the  church  are  literally  oovered 
with  votive  tablets,  rude  paintingg  in 
n  which  no  kind  of  accident  Or 
irtnne  is  omitted,  though  they  are 
chiefly  devoted  to  represealatioas  of 
escapes  from  fire  and  water,  all 
effected  by  the  supposed  miraculoiu 
interference  of  the  unage.  Its  influ- 
ence, however,  is  not  limited  to  inci- 
dents of  private  life  ;  many  of  the 
great  events  of  history,  such  as  the 
riclory  of  the  Roraan  CathoUc  eautoua 
Lt  Kappel,  are  classed  among  the 
..riumphant  interpositions  of  our  Lady 
of  the  Hermits.  250  new  votive  tablets 
were  hung  op  in  1B35,  older  ones  being 
removed  totnake  way  for  them. 
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e,  on  the  L  of  ihe 
ihof 


church  o 

which  IB  written  the  Isdj^b^  in  which 
confessions  will  be  received  m  it,  either 
Qerman,  Italiiui,  French,  or  Romansch. 

The  Trtasurg,  once  eo  rich  in  church 
nlale,  was  plundered  b;  the  French 
in  1798,  uid  one  splendid 
ftlone  remains,  bnt  it  is  not 
shown.  The  monastery  inch 
sides  the  lodging  for  the  Abbot  >nd 
the  brethren,  a  handsome  reiectorj, 
a  kitchen,  an  hospital,  a  library  con- 
taining 26,00*1  ToV,  a  museum  con- 
taining some  fossils  and  minerals,  a 
free  Bcboo)  and  boarding-school,  the 
pupils  of  which  are  taught  by  the 
monies,  and  a  large  celbr  running 
under  the  greater  part  of  (he  edifice. 
DnriOK  meals,  passages  of  some  ap- 
proved author,  such  as  Lingard's  His- 
tory of  England,  CobbeCt's  History  of 
the  Reformation,  &«.,  are  read  aU>ad 
to  the  assembled  brotherhood,  and 
even  at  times  portions  of  newspapers. 

Zuineli,  the  reformer,  was  curate  of 
SSnsledeln  from  1S16  to  1518.  Theo- 
phrastus  Faraoelsus  too  Hobenheim 
was  bom  here,  or  in  the  neighbonr- 
hood,  in  149a 

The  following  description  relates  to 
tlie  jubilee  c<Jebrated  at  Ginsiedeln, 
in  Sept.,  1834  :~ 

"  This  place  is  annually  Tinted  by 
many  thousand  pilgrims,  especially 
on  the  14th  September,  and  TvheneTer 
the  Utb  falls  on  a  Sunday  the  fes- 
tiTities  are  greater  than  usnaL 

"For  the  last  10  days,  CTen  before 
we  left  Baden,  and  while  in  the 
French  territory,  we  bare  met  at  al- 
most every  step  troops  of  pilgrims 
eodding  on  tfaeu"  way  to  this  Swiss 
jretto.  The  parties  seemed  gene- 
rally members  of  one  &mily,  or  of 
one  tillage,  from  the  slmiUrity  of  their 
dress,  and  tbey  were  inTanably  re- 
peating their  aves  and  patet-'uosters 
aloud  as  tbey  passed  along,  or  uniting 
together  in  singing  a  hymn.  Tbey 
consisted  almost  entirely  of  the  lower 
class  of  persons,  who  repair  to  this 
■pot  from  far  and  wide.  Alsatia  and 
Lorraine,  the  Blaofc  Forest,  Snabia, 
(be  Grisons,  Bavaria,  and  Ihe  whole 


of  Switzedand,  all  contribute  their 
quota  to  auement  the  throi^ ;  thou- 
sands oaually  issue  out  of  Tyrol,  but 
the  Austrians  this  year  have  refused 
to  let  any  persons  go  into  Snitierland 
without  passports,  which  has  served  at 
a  complete  preventiTe  to  tbeir  nnder- 
taking  the  journey. 

"  It  was  growing  dusk  as  we  en< 
lered  the  v^ley  in  which  Einsiedeln 
lies.  Just  as  we  began  to  descend,  our 
a  tention  was  roused  by  the  repeated 
reports  of  cannon,  which,  though  loud 
in  themselves,  awakened  echoes  in 
the  adjacent  hiila,  which  made  it  ap- 
pear as  thongh  a  whole  broadside  had 
been  fired,  ^xin  after,  the  deep-toned 
beUa  of  the  convent  began  to  sound,  the 
firing  ceased,  and  the  long  and  loudly 
repeated  prayers  of  the  pi^rims  whom 
we  passed  on  the  road  proclaimed  that 
it  was  the  hour  of  Tespers. 

"  As  we  drew  nearer,  the  bells  bad 
ceased,  and  we  heard  tbe  sonnd  of  a 
drum  and  band  of  music  This  odd 
jumble  of  noises,  profane  intermixed 
with  sacred,  which  gave  me  no  TCry 
distinct  idea  of  what  was  going  fbr- 
ward,  was  afterwards  explained  by 
the  intelligence  that  the  piigrimi^  la 
not  considered  a  religious  matter 
only,  but  is  mixed  up  with  somewhat 
of  IfestiTity.  which  induces  the  bro- 
therhood of  the  convent  to  pay  for 
aalvot  and  fevx  de  joit,  while  tiiey  en- 
courage the  forming  of  a  band  of 
music  composed  of  the  townspeople. 
Th^r  perfbmmnce  is  pretty  much  on 
a  par  with  that  which  is  found  in  the 
booths  of  a  &ir   in  England ;    bnt 

The  musicians  bad  just  paraded  to 
the  end  of  the  street  of  which  Ein- 
siedein  consists,  and  were  returning, 
followed  by  a  crowd  large  enough  to 
stop  our  progress  till  it  had  passed. 
The  one  street  which  1  have  men- 
tioned is,  with  Bcareely  an  exception, 
composed  entirely  of  inns  and  pot- 
honses,  principally  for  the  receptiOD 
of  the  poorer  pilgrims.  As  the  Inukl 
passed  by,  every  window  was  crowded 
with  projecting  heads,  which  had  a 
carious  emot,  Ughted  up  by  the  soli- 
tary lantern  which  dangles  in  front  of 
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should  srriie),  is  direotlj  in  front  a( 
the  conveDt  *nd  church,  and  as  soon 
as  I  bad  finished  mj  supper  I  issued 
out  to  exploit  it.  I  tbund  it  already 
crowded  with  pilgrims,  partly  met  to 
keep  the  eve  of  the  fesdcal,  panl;  to 
Cake  up  their  ni^t's  lodging-  in  the 
chnrch.  For  thoush  a  bed  may  be 
had  in  the  town  for  the  value  of  a 
h^Qienny,  and  a  supper  for  as  little, 
many  of  these  people  are  so  poor  that 
tbey  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  a  bed ; 
their  only  food  ia  a  crust  of  bread  and 
a  bit  of  cheese,  which  they  bring  with 
them,  and  ihey  must  pass  the  rigil 
in  the  open  air  if  the  church  be  not 
Opened  to  receive  them. 

'^  As  I  elbowed  my  way  int^  the 
chnrch,  I  found  it  dark,  eicept  one 
soliUry  lamp  before  the  altar,  and  a 
few  candles,  brought  in  by  the  people 
themseWes  and  laid  on  the  paremeat, 
or  placed  on  their  laps  to  enable  them 
I  read   their   prayer-books.      The 


rowdw 


h  the 


gloom  preventea  my  seeing 
lent  of  it,  the  soonds  which  burst  on 
my  nra  as  I  entered  the  door  were 
such  as  Dould  only  arise  from  thou- 
sands. It  WHB  a  confused  mixture 
of  noises,  singing  in  all  tones  and 
tunes,  many  very  shrill,  and,  as  a  bass 
to  this,  a  low  long-eontinued  mur- 
mur or  buzzing.  I  found  that  the 
singing  proceeded  from  many  dis- 
tinct parties  in  different  parts  of  the 
ohurch,  each  composed  of  the  mem- 
bers of  one  fsToily  or  parish,  who 
were  now  practising  here  the  hymns 
they  were  accustomed  to  sing  toge- 
ther in  concert  at  home,  hut  without 
any  attention  to  the  tune  which  their 
■  ""       B  were  chanting.     The 


of  the  former  character,  and  the  total 
blackness  of  the  background,  would 
have  fiimished  a  painler  with  many 
a  novel  effect.  The  low  and  unin- 
terrupted buzring  came,  I  found,  from 


of  the  chapel  which  contains  the  mi- 
raculous black  image  of  the  Virgin, 
the  ostensible  object  of  this  pilgrim- 
age, which  shines  in  silk  and  jewels, 
lighted  up  by  a  great  number  of 
lamps.  The  little  chapel  stands  in 
the  middle  of  the  church,  and  is  open 
only  on  one  aide,  on  which  the  image 
can  be  seen  through  an  iron  grille. 
Fortunate  were  ttose  among  the 
'crowd  of  devotees  who  could  manage 
to  place  themselves  in  a  position  where 
a  view  was  to  be  obtained  of  it.  By 
for  the  greater  part  were  quite  out  m 


"  Next  morning  I  was  suddenly 
awakened  by  a  great  concussion, 
which  shook  (he  bouse  and  made  me 
start.  It  was  again  the  discharge  of 
cannon  and  rockets  to  open  the  festi- 
val. Daylight  had  not  yet  dawned, 
but  I  heard  the  sound  of  numerous 
footsteps  pacing  across  the  square  to 
the  church.  About  half-post  nine  I 
repaired  again  to  the  church.  I  knew 
how  thronged  it  would  be,  and  there- 
fore took  the  precaution  of  securing 
admission  to  the  gallery,  from  which 
I  looked  down  upon  a  sea  of  heads, 
into  which  the  bases  of  the  pillars 
of  the  church  appeared  to  be  sunk. 
Every  aisle  and  angle  was  crammed, 
and  whenever  a  movement  was  made 
by  those  endeavouring  (o  enter  or  de- 
part, the  space  was  inslantly  filled  up 
as  thou^  a  drop  of  water  had  been 
displace.  I  know  no  mode  of  giving 
an  idea  of  the  numbers ;  the  exact 
number  cannot  be  ascertained  till  to- 
morrow, when  a  census  is  made  of 
the  persons  to  whom  wafers  have 
been  distributed  by  the  priests  in  the 
communion.  T  placed  myself  imme- 
diately above  the  high  altar,  so  as  to 
see  the  whole  ceremony  of  high  mass 
performed  in  its  greatesC  pomp.  The 
legate  sent  by  Che  Pope  as  resident  in 
Switzerland,  who  officUted,  was  an 
archbishop  :  he  wag  attended  by  two 
bishops.  The  splendour  of  his  robes, 
which  he  put  on  one  afler  the  other — 
the  mitre  and  crosi^',  uenmed  or  laid 
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1  shoes— the  purple 
up  by  altendiuila  ^a  ho 
moved  to  and  fro  between  his  throne 
and  the  altar — had  a  ver;  imposing 
effect. 

"  To  have  an  idea  of  t^e  great  so- 
lenmit;  of  the  whole  ceremony,  you 
must  take  into  consideration  the  host 
of  fervent  worshippera  assembled  be- 
fore the  altar,  filling  the  whole  body 
of  the  church  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  aided  by  the  eOect  of  Uie  most 
solemn  music,  performed  by  a  full 
band  and  two  organs.  The  whole 
was  worked  up  lo  a  height  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  legate  finaJly  receives 
the  cup,  and  afterwards  bestows  his 
benediction  and  absolution  upon  the 
consregated  pilgrims.  The  thunder 
of  druma,  trumpets,  and  diapasons  of 
the  orgiiDS,  was,  as  it  appeared  to  me, 
assisled  by  some  machinery,  by  which 
the  roof  of  the  church  was  struck  in 
order  to  produce  the  effect  of  the 
building  having  been  shaken.  At  the 
same  moment  a  siKnal  is  given  on 
the  ontside,  the  beUs  begin  to  toll, 
and  the  cannonB  are  fired  off  from  the 
neighbouring  hiUa.  This  over,  the 
orgajis  commence  some  popular  over- 
ture, from  Mozart  or  Rossmi,  and  the 
people  rush  out  to  bargain  for  relics 
at  the  booths  erected  round  the 
church,  which  gives  Ihe  square  in 
^nt  the  appearance  of  a  fair.  The 
commodities  for  sale  were  limited  to 
^e  wants  of  the  pilgrims,  temporal 
and  spiritual,  and  appeared  '    ' 

.  Tittle  medals 
with  a  figure  of  the  Virgin  of  the 
Hermits,  and  bread  and  cheese. 

"  The  ceremonies  of  this  festival  did 
not  tenninate  until  the  evening.  As 
it  began  to  grow  dusk  the  long  and 
stately  iacade  of  the  building  was  illu- 
minated by  rows  of  lampj  ;  and  a 
temporary  altar,  erected  on  one  side 
of  the  sijuarg,  opposite  the  main  en- 
trance, was  entirely  studded  with 
lamps,  (ill  it  became  one  btaiE  of  light. 
While  this  was  preparing,  the  vast 
square  gradually  Slledwith  people,  un- 
til the  assembled  multitude  amounted 


to  not  less  tban  30,000  persons,  chiefiy 
pilgrims.  When  all  was  ready,  the 
great  doors  of  the  church  were  throwa 
□pen,  and  out  marched  a  venerable 
procession  of  ecelesiastics,  Iheir  abbot 


lodiou 

conveyed  the  sacred  elements  k 
Ihe  altar,  as  is  usual,  under  a  canopy, 
escorted  by  soldiers,  and  accompanied 
by  a  band  of  music  and  a  moveftble 
oi^an  on  wheels.  While  the  maaawai 
bemg  performed  in  the  open  air  I  lal- 
hed  out  among  the  throng  :  the  view 
looking  towards  the  altar  was  as  sin- 
gular as  that  in  the  opposite  direction. 
The  blazing  altar,  the  long  line  of  tor- 
cbea  and  tapers  ilaring  and  glitteriiig 
in  the  night,  had  a  most  singular  effect, 
increased  by  the  ilhunioations  of  the 
(own  behind  ;  every  house  was  lighted 
up,  and,  as  they  are  all  built  in  the 
Swiss  fashion,  with  gables  outward, 
thty  looked  Uke  so  many  fiery  pyra- 
mids. No  sooner  was  mass  finished, 
than  the  procession  retired  ^ain  into 
the  church,  ibe  crowd  disapp^LredaUo 
into  it,  the  exterior  lights  weie  extin- 
guished—in half  an  hour  the  whole 
square  was  dark  and  empty  :  it  seemed 
like  a  dream.  The  interior  of  the 
church,  however,  was  still  filled  with 
people  j  the  whole  being  studded  with 
lamps,  especially  the  chapel  of  the 
Virgin  :  the  throng  of  worshippers 
before  it  seemed  undiminished,  and 
many  lingered  in  front  of  iton  bended 
kneeSiand  with  eyes  fixed  on  tbe image, 
till  late  in  the  night 

"  Next  morning    I   left   Einsiedein 
oFSwil      -      ■     - 


my  way  out  of  Switzerland  ;  I  si 
out  about  6,  and  all  the  way  passed 
through  one  continued  line  oi^  dirty, 
ragsira,  and  brows-vieaged  [ulKrina, 
on  their  way  home,  chantii^,  withont 


which  their  confessors  had  preseribed 
for  them  to  repeat  between  the  time 
of  their  departure  from  and  return  to 
their  homes.  1  passed  across  the  I>ake 
of  Ziirich  by  the  long  bridge  of  Rap- 
perschwyl ;  and  in  the  evening  crossed 
the  Lake  of  WaUenstadl.  StiU  I  had 
not  got  out  of  the  line  of  pilgiims  ;  2 
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boats'  fill]  set  sail  along  with  that 
which  conieyed  me  i  and  the  wind 
which  filled  ourbroadandunwieldjaBil 
and  ctkiried  us  quickly  along,  wafted 
with  it  the  uune  reipanses  and  chants 
which  I  had  heard  from  the  pilgrimB 
on  (be  road." — ItS.  Jmmal. 

There  is  a  path  under  the  Mythen- 
berg  (Mitres  hill^,  c^ed  the  Hachen,  by 
Alpcbal,  &oni  Einriedeln  to  Schwytc, 
shorter  than  the  carriage-road.  It 
takes  4i  hrs.  to  walk  :  a  ^de  is 
needed.  Near  the  top  is  an  inn,  from 
wbioli  the  peak,  called  Hocbstiickli 
(4470  ft.),  is  ±  hrs.  walk. 

The  carriage  -  road  to  Schwyli 
makes,  at  first,  a  considerable  detour  : 
the  footpath  is  shorter,  crossing  the 
Katzengtrick,  a  considerable  tract  of 
upland  meadow  or  common,  direct  to 
^tmatt. 

Rotbentfanrm,  a  lillage  of  nearly 
800  Inbab.,  ia  the  place  of  meeting  of 
the  general  aaaemblv  of  the  canton 
Schwytz,  oonyeoed  here  erery  two 
yeu^,  in  the  open  air,  on  the  first  San- 
day  in  May,  or,  if  the  weather  be  bad 
on  that  day,  on  the  first  fine  Snnday 
after.  The  Landamman  is  president, 
and  erery  citizen  above  theageoflS 
has  a  vot«.  These  meetiDes  afibrd  no 
fiSTDurable  specimen  of  the  working 
of  nniyersBl  Bufii-age,  as  they  frequently 
terminale  in  riotii^  and  Tiolence.  For 
example,  in  May,  IB38,  9000  TOlers 
crJlected  here ;  the  show  of  hands  was 
declared  to  be  in  favonr  of  the  gOTcrn- 
ment ;  bnt  tbe  Liberal  party  being 
dissatisfied  with  tbe  resolt,  a  battle 
ensned,  in  wbicb  the  hustings  were 
broken  and  many  persons  much  in- 
jured. The  democrats,  enraged  at 
their  defeat,  published  a  maniteato, 
cUling  on  the  "  Liberals  to  meet  in 
their  districts,  and  expel  tbe  riob  irom 
their  assemblies  as  their  ancestors  ex- 
pelled Gessler,  since  the  government 
of  the  rich  has  become  a  government 
of  rourderers." 

Rothenthnrm  receives  its  name  from 
a  Bed  Tower  still  standing  and  form- 
ing part  of  the  defences  of  a  long  wall 
or  rampart  (letze),  erected  by  the 
Schwytiors  along  their  W.  firaitier,  to 
ward  ofF  the  inroads  of  their  lordly 


and  lawless  neighbours.    It  extended 
hence  as  &r  as  Arth. 

About  2  m.  W.  of  Rothentharm,  on 
tbe  confines  of  the  canton  of  Zug,  and 
on  the  margin  of  the  small  l^e  of 
Slgeri,  is  Moboabieh,  memorable  in 
Swiss  annala  as  tbe  scene  of  Iheir  first 
struggle  tor  independence ;  as  the  spot 
where  tbe  chiralry  of  Austria  were 
worsted,  and  their  leader,  Duke  Leo- 
pold, compelled  to  fly  with  di^raca, 
on  the  15t)i  of  NovembM',  iai5.  Syears 
after  tbe  expulsion  of  tbe  Austrian 
bailifik.  Fired  with  tbe  hope  of  re- 
venge and  with  feelings  of  hereditary 
hatred,  the  duke  led  on  his  mail-clad 
cavalry  along  the  narrow  strand  be- 
tween the  lake  and  tbe  hills.  Just 
where  (be  ascent  into  tbe  upland 
country  of  Sobwyt*  commences,  ron- 
nmg  np  a  narrow  defile,  the  Austrians 
were  met  by  the  confederates,  a 
mere  handful  of  men  io  compari- 
son with  their  host,  but  of  hardy 
frame  and  resolute  spirit,  posted  on  tlie 
ridge  of  tbe  Sattel,  near  Haselmatt. 
Tbe  first  bold  charge  of  the  Swiss, 
rushing  on  with  s«oi5s  and  clubs,  was 
aided  by  a  discharee  of  rocks  froi      ' 


armed  knights.  They  attempted  ti 
tall  back,  bat  their  evolutions  were 
prereiited  by  the  infantry  pressing 
on  in  their  rear.  Without  room  to 
mancenvre,  or  even  to  turn  (for  the 
naturally  confined  margin  of  the  lake 
was  at  that  time  diminished  by  an  un- 
usual increase  of  its  waters),  the  proud 
knights  were  totally  at  the  mercj  of 
tbeir  light-armed  foes.  Many,  in  order 
to  escape  the  sword,  perished  by  plung- 
ing into  the  lake  ;  the  rush  of  the 
cavalry  overwhelmed  tbe  infantry  be- 
hind, and  in  a  short  time  the  whole 
army  was  thrown  into  panic  and  dia-. 
order.  Tbe  Austrians  lost  (he  Sow^ 
of  their  nobility,  and  Leopold  wiA 
difficulty  escaped.  This  astounding 
victory,  tbe  Marathon  of  Swiss  history, 
was  gwned  in  1^  hr.,  over  a  force  of 
20,000  well-ai 

met  an  army  in  tbe  field. 

The  appropriate  memorial  of  their 
sucoess  erected  by  (he  Soiaa  was,  ac- 
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oordine  to  clutom,  >  Chaptt,  dedicated 
toSLJames;  and serrice is perfomMd 
in  it  annually,  on  the  anairenaly  of 
the  fight.  It  is  atiU  sMading  on  an 
aminence  above  the  lake,  at  (be  foot 
of  the  hill  of  Morgarlen,  close  to  the 
villaee  of  Schomo.  by  the  road-side  aa 
you  descend  &om  Kothenthurm. 

The  little  villa|^  of  Biberegg,  on 
the  opposite  (E.)  side  of  Bothenthunn, 
was  the  cradle  of  the  family  of  Be- 
dine,  one  of  the  oldest  and  noblest 
in  ue  canton,  and  whose  name  ap- 
pears oftener  with  credit  than  any 
other.  There  is  scarcely  a  battle  in 
which  they  are  not  mentioned,  and 
they  have  45  times  filled  the  office  of 
laudamman,  the  highest  in  the  slate. 
In  1798  Aloys  Bedmg,  a  hero  worthy 
of  such  an  ancestry,  fed  on  the  braie 
inhabitants  of  these  mounlaina  to  op- 
pose, in  defence  of  their  lil>erties  and 
constitution,  a  far  outnumbering  (brce 
of  French  under  Qeneral  Scfaauen- 
berg.  The  Swiss  met  the  invaders  in 
the  valley  of  Bothenthurm,  and  drove 
them  back  as  far  as  the  lake  of  Egeri 
and  the  field  of  their  ancient  victory 
of  Morgarten.  This  proved  bat  a 
t^nporary  gleam  of  success.  Their 
Ticto^  Imd  cost  them  90  Iftrge  a  Dum- 
ber of  men,  that  they  were  naable  to 
renew  the  contest;  and  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  French  marching  into  the 
canlon  rendered  all  further  resistance 
hopeless. 

SiSatteL 

A  log  descent,  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  Schwytz,  of  the  singular  and 
picturesque  Mythen  (Mitre)  moon- 
lains  behind  it,  and  of  the  lake  of 
Lowert^  with  part  of  the  fall  of  the 
Boaaberg  (pp.  41-44),  leads  through 
Battel,  past  the  chapel  of  Ecce  Homo, 
to  Steinen,  a  amall  village,  having  two 
good  inns,  memorable  aa  tbe  birth- 
place of  Werner  SWuflacber,  one  of 
the  three  conspirators  of  the  Griitli 
(p.  54),  nearly  4  hours'  drive  from 
Einsiedeln.  A  small  chape>,  adorned 
with  rude  frescos  of  seenes  from  hig 
lif^  and  the  battle  of  Morgarten,  is 
dedicated  to  hia  memory.  It  was 
built  in  1400.  Th.e  Soruliouse  is  aa  old 
as  nil.  (Seep.  IBA) 
.  3^  ScAasti.    (Boule  17.) 
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"  TraTellers  bound  fh>m  E^nsiedeln 
to  the  Bigi  or  Lucerne  need  not  enter 
Schwytz.  Soon  after  leaving  Steinen, 
a  road  bnuiching  off  to  the  rt.  leads, 
in  about  1^  hour,  to  Goldau  (where 
the  ascent  of  the  Bigi  b^ina,  and 
horses  may  be  hired  at  the  Cheval 
Blanc,  pp.  46,  47).  Tlieir  vehiclea 
should  be  sent  round  to  meet  them  at 
Kilssnachl,  if  they  are  goine-  to  IjU- 
cema,  The  summit  of  the  Bigi  may 
be  easily  reached  in  9  hours  &am 
Binaiedeln."— (7.  Z>. 


BOtlTE  75. 
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valley  as  far  as  Muotta.  There  is 
also  a  footpath  fiitim  Schwyta  by  which 
Muotta  may  tie  reached  in  3  hours. 
"  Delightftil  scenery,  too  little  visited, 
yet  innrior  to  nothing  in  the  Bernese 
Alps.  A  guide  is  not  needed  when 
the  snow  is  off  tbe  ground."^ — G.  P. 
The  road  crosses  the  plain  to  Ibacb, 
a  village  of  scattered  houses  at  the 
mouth  of  tbe  Muotta  Thai,  which  here 
assumes  the  character  of  a  contracted 
gowej  higher  up  it  opens  out,  and 
exhibits  considerable  capabilities  for 
culUvation ;  it  abounds  with  exquisite 
scenery,  lie  road  ascends  tbe  1.  bank 
of  the  atream,  traversing  Uber  Scho- 
nenbadi,  down  to  which  point  the 
Bussians,  under  Suwarrow,  drove  the 
French  commanded  by  Maasena,  Mor- 
tier,  and  Soult,  in  his  desperate  at- 
tempt to  force  his  way  through  them 
to  join  the  Buasian  army  at  Zlirich, 
in  1799.  "The  bridge  near  this, 
which  carries  the  road  over  to  the  rt. 
bank,  was  taken  and  retaken  many 
timeaf  the  mingled  blood  of  the  two 
nations  crimsoned  the  stream  which 
swept  down  tJieir  floating  bodies." 

Beyond  Bied  there  is  another  bridge, 
near  which  is  a  pretty  water&U,  and 
a  third  brings  the  traveller  to 

'Z\  Muotta,  or  Mtitten  ("  a  neat  and 
cheap  little  /nn,  next  door  but  one 
to  tne  church — -between  it  and  the 
bridgo"— C.  J.  H.)  tfae  princip«I  vil- 
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1i^  of  ihe  valley,  on  the  rt.  back  of 
the  stream.  The  {^riBhcont^ns  1480 
Inhab.  Id  the  aeighboarhood  is  the 
Nvnaery  of  St.  JonyA,  a  lery  ancient 
and  primitive  conveat,  founded  1280. 
The  aistecs  are  poor,  and  Uleir  mode 
of  living  homelf;  they  make  their 
own  clotfaea  and  their  own  hay ;  Ae 
superior  is  called  Frau  Matter.  They 
receive  visits  &om  atraDeers  without 
the  intervention  of  a  grating,  and  will 
even  me  a  lodging  to  a  respectable 
traveUer.  Whoever  availa  hunselfof 
this  must  remember  that  the  convent 
is  too  poor  to  afford  gratuitous  hospi- 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  and  2Sth 
of  September,  1799,  the  inhabiUnts 
of  the  remote  and  peaceful  valley  of 
Muotttt  were  surpnaed  by  the  arrival 
of  an  army  of  an  unknown  nation  aod 
tongue,  wbose  very  name  many  of 
them  had  never  heard,  which  came 
pouring  down  upon  their  cottages  and 
green  fields  ftOTa  the  heights  of  the 
KinziB-  Culm,  by  paths  and  precipices 
usual^  resorted  to  only  by  a  solitary 
shepherd.  These  were  the  24,000 
Russians  under  Snwarrow,  whose  pre- 
vious march  out  of  Italy  has  already 
been  detailed  in  Routes  .14  and  72. 
Here  the  ranera]  first  heard  the  news 
of  the  defeat  of  Korsakow  and  the 
main  Russian  amty  at  Ziirich.  He  at 
first  gave  no  credence  to  Ae  report, 
and  would  have  hung  the  peasant  who 
communicated  it  as  a  spy  and  traitor, 
but  for  the  intercession  of  the  lady 
mother  of  St.  Joseph's  nunnery.  He 
was  now  beset  on  all  sides;  part  of 
I^ecourbe's  division  followed  hia  rear, 
Molitor  occupied  the  summit  of  the 
Mnotta  Thai,  and  Monier  and  Mas- 
sena  blocked  up  ils  mouth.  The  bold 
attempt  to  cat  hia  nay  out,  through 
the  forcCB  of  the  latter  general,  was 


reinforcement  under  Lecourbe  in  per- 
son, thoui;h  with  vast  loss  to  the 
French.  The  veteran  conqueror  was 
compelled,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
career,  to  order  a  retreat,  and  to 
adopt  the  only  alternative  of  aacend- 
ing  the  valley  and  crossing  the  Pras;^! 
intoOlania.   Thedetachmentsof Mo- 


litor's  advanced  guard  were  quicldy 
driven  in  before  him,  and  the  greater 
portion  made  prisoners.  Suwarrow's 
rear-guard,  however,  encumbered  vritfa 
sick  and  wounded,  was  greatly  ha- 
rassed by  Massensj  but  the  repub- 
licans were  again  repulsed  with  loss. 


reach  Ziirich  trom  Glarus,  there  to 
join  and  rally  the  broken  forcea  of 
Koraakow;  bat  Molitor,  in  person, 
warned  of  his  approach,  took  posses- 
aioQ  of  the  position  of  tTafels,  block- 
ing up  the  oatlet  of  the  Linth  Thai, 
as  Maasena  had  intercepted  his  paix 
aage  down  the  Muotta  Thai,  and  the 
Busaian  once  more  found  his  plana 
foiled  and  baffled.  Fearing  to  be 
hemmed  in  on  aU  sides  by  the  French, 
he  gave  his  troops  a  tew  days  of  rest 
at  Glarus,  rendered  absolutely  indis- 
pensable by  the  fatignes  they  bad  un- 
de^one,  after  which  he  once  more 
took  Co  the  mountains,  ascending  the 
Semft  Thai  (Rte.  76)  to  the  Grisons, 

The  path  from  Muotta  to  the  pass 
of  the  Pragel  (Snwarrow's  line  of 
mareh)  is  rather  sleep  and  stony,  but 
is  practicable  ibr  huraea.  It  la  ex- 
ceedingly eaay,  and  clearly  mailed 
throughout,  but  is  belter  on  the  Glarus 
side  than  on  the  other.  There  is  no 
inn  abort  of  Riedem,  but  chalets  ^ 
the  way  and  on  the  top.  The  dis- 
tance from  Muotta  to  the  lake  of  Klijn 
is  calculated  at  about  1 3  m. ;  about  3^ 
to  the  foot  of  the  aacent,  4  to  the  cross, 
nearly  3  to  the  aummit  of  the  pass,  and 
6  to  Auen,  on  the  lake  of  K15d. 

"  The  following  ia  the  exact  time  I 
took  walking  irom  Muotta  to  Qlams, 
carrying  my  knapsack  ; — 

To  the  hi^iil  a»     .     .     ■    2  h.  3»  m. 


0  cbilei  u  kka  ' 


.    2      l» 

.    2       \b 


To»l  m>m  MdMU  (oOluiH  7h.  <am,~ 
E.C.  K. 
3f  The  summit  of  the  Paw  of  the 
Pragel,  5200  ft.  above  the  aea,  ia  the 
boundary-line  of  cantons  Schwy  ti  and 
Glarus.  Itia  rarely  free  from  snow 
before  the  month  of  June.  "I  was 
accompanied  from  Muotta  to  the  top 
by  the  priest,  on  bis  way  to  prononoce 
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of  Eigen  ;  the  scenery  ia  very  fine  and 
well  worth  ■  viait ;  it  is  mueh  nar- 
Tower  than  the  MuoIU  Thai,  with 
overhuigiDg  precipicaa,  and  well 
woodeiL  Out  of  the  Biai  That,  after 
passing  the  ecatlered  hamlet  uf  Eigeu, 
a  bad  path,  prac^cable  only  for  the 
pedestnan,  leada  acrosa  the  mounlaina 
to  the  hatha  of  Stachelber?  and  the 
Linth-ThaL  No  one  ahould  attempt 
this  without  a  ^ide.  After  leaving 
the  Biai  Thai  the  acenerj  ia  the  moat 
aaiage  conceivable.  The  summit  of 
the   mountain    between    the    rallejg. 


anDoallj,  aa  aoon  as  the  mow  ia  stif- 
Gci«ntlj  melted  to  allow  of  the  cattle 
grazing." 

The  Eldnthal,  into  which  the 
veller   now   descends,  ia  exceedingly 
beautifuL   On  the  rL  hand  it  ia  walled 
in  by  tbe  Glamisch  rising 
rapt  and  sheer  precipice,  terminated 


Deep  in  the  recesses  of  thia  charminj 
valley  lies  a  beautiful  /»*«  about  2  m. 
long,  embedded  deeply  at  the  foot  of 
the  GlSmisch,  whose  vast  grey  preci- 
ptcea  descend  at  this  point  umust 
perpendicalarly  into  tbe  water.  "  It 
■a  aurronnded  by  meadows  of  the  most 
verdant  green,  covered  until  ibe  end 
of  autumn  with  flowers.  The  pre- 
cipitous tracks  along  the  side  of  the 
valley,  along  which  some  sdventoroua 
French  pushed  forward  in  pursuit  of 
the  Buasiana,  are  pointed  out.  Eb^ 
deservedly  calla  the  Klonthal  'une 
des  vall^ea  les  plus  eracieuses  qu'il  y 
sit  dana  lea  Alpes.'  Two  Swiss  have 
inscribed  on  a  rock  at  the  fbot  of  the 
Glarnisch,  by  Che  aide  of  a  waterfall. 
an  epitaph  in  memory  of  Solomon 
Gessner,  the  pastoral  poet,  author  of 
the  -Death  of  Abel,'  who  used  to  re- 
pair hither  from  Zurich,  and  spend 
the  summer  in  a  chUeL  This  epot  ia 
about  8  m.  from  Glu-us.  A  Geld  path 
should  be  taken  just  opposite  a  water- 
fall in  descending  the  Hut  slope  upon 
the  hamlet  Auen,  at  Uie  W.  end  of  the 
lake.  It  ia  about  16  m.  from  Muotta, 
T  from  Glarus.  The  goi^e,  through 
which  tJie  waters  of  the  l^e  descend 
to  the  Linth,  U  very  grand.  After 
pasaing  through  Riedem,  the  traveller 
soon  reaches  the  hig^  road,  and  turn- 
ing to  the  rt.  ascends  the  Linlhal 
about  a  mile  to 

4  Glarus,  in  Bte.  72. 


rugged  sunken  plain  of  bare  rock, 
many  milea  in  extent,  without  vege- 
tation of  any  kind  except  on  a  central 
green  oasia  (a  little  verdant  plain), 
where  the  aoil  haa  collected,  the  whole 
surrounded    by   snowy   pe^a.       The 

Kth  is  only  traceable  in  many  parts 
the  little  piles  of  stones  put  up  by 
the  shepherds  to  guide  themselves  ; 
and  the  streams,  instead  of  finding 
their  way  into  the  valley  as  uau^ 
tumble  in  cascades  into  the  bowels  of 
the  mountain.  Of  these  I  passed 
three,  each  of  the  siie  of  an  ordinary 
miUrsce,  and  each  tumbling  into  the 
ground.  This  arises  from  Uie  strata 
of  tbe  rock  being  perpendicular,  or 
□early  so,  which  has  also  caused  the 
soil  to  be  washed  down  by  the  run, 
leaving  the  upturned  strata  of  the 
rock  naked  and  bleached  by  the 
weather,  somethii^  like  a  crevaasod 

glacier  turned  to  rock,  Etnd  rugged  in 
le  extreme.  On  the  side  ^  the 
Linth  -  Thai    ^is   savage    plain 


bounded  by  awful  precipices  which 
oveihanff  the  baths  uf  Stachelbeiv, 
flanked  by  two  bold  peaks 


right  and  lefL  It  took  me  12  hrs.  on 
foot  firom  Huotta  to  the  Baths,  but  I 
was  alone  without  a  guide,  and  missed 
the  path  for  a  time  ;  but  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  less  than  9  Or  10  hra. 
good  walking,  which  it  is  nsoally 
called,  or  even  more.  As  I  made  my 
war  safe  in  the  end,  I  may  be  thought 
to  nave  been  repud  for  my  temerity 
by  tbe  lonely  sublimity  of  my  situ- 
ation  ;  for  while  alone  on  the  brink 
of  the  precipices  on  the  side  of  the 
liindi-Thsl,  craning  over  to  try  and 
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i  time  hiding  Uie  ikl- 
lej.  I  ne  weather  cleared  up  anin, 
or  I  should  u  les«t  have  pMsed  the 
night  OD  the  mouat^na,  if  I  had  not 
been  lost  alKigether.  As  it  was,  I  re- 
ceived no  other  damage  than  a  good 
vretting  and  congiderable  fatigue— 
injuries  which  the  contenta  of  my 
hnapeack  and  mine  host's  tolerable 
supper  and  good  bed  soon  repaired. 
The  descent  to  the  Baths  ia  vrrj  sleep 
and  fatiguing  :  there  is  no  aubra^  by 
the  way.  —J,  H. 

ROUTE  76, 


13}  hrs. :~  434  Eng.  m.  A  ehac- 
road  aa  far  as  Elm  ;  beyond  that  a 
(botpath,  difficolt  snd  fatiguing. 

Al>out  3  m.  above  Glerus  the  rallej 
or  the  Li  Dlh  divides  into  twobrancbee. 
Out  of  (he  L  orS,  branch  iesues  the 
Semft  :  it  is  sometiuies  caUed~Klein- 
thai,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  larger 
W.  branch,  or  Lintfaihal. 

About  4  way  to  Enghi  (/iw),  rL 
there  is  rather  a  fine  waterfall ;  f  h. 
beyond  this  an  iaolatcd  view  of  the 
GUmiscb,  very  noble.  This  moun  lain, 
owing  to  its  posilion,  is  one  of  the 
most  striking  in  Swilierland,  seen 
from  whatever  side.  2^  Matt,  another 
village,  stands  on  the  rl.  bank  of  the 
Semft,  and  at  the  month  of  the  minor 
vale  of  the  Krauchlhal,  up  which  runs 
a  path  to  Sargans,  over  the  Risetten 
pass,  T  atunden. 

The  <}uarries  in  the  Plattenberg,  a 
mountain  of  the  grauwacke  and  clay- 
slate,  on  the  1,  side  of  Ihe  valley,  op- 
poaile  Matt,  furnish  excellent  slates 
for  roofing  or  for  writing.  Most  of 
the  schools  in  Bwitserland  are  supplied 
from  hence  ;  and  the  slate  was  for- 
merly exported  down  the  Rhine  to 
Holland  and  the  Indies.  Thia  slate 
is  we!)  known  to  geologiats  for  the 
beantifnl  and  perfect  casta  of  ibssil 
fish,  in  which  it  abounds.  The  lower 
portion  of  the  valley  is  unhealthy,  as  | 
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may  be  learned  from  the  oocarrenoe 
of  goitre  and  cretinism  (those  afllicted 
with  the  latter  are  here  called  Tulpel 
—dolt,  blockhead— §  19)  ;  but  the  in- 
habitants  of  the  upper  extremity  are 
a  flue  and  hardy  race. 
3}  Elm  is  the  highest  village  in  the 

"  There  is  a  way  from  Elm  to  the 
Baths  of  Pf^ers~a  fatiguing  walk  of 

1 3  hrs.  The  path  ascends  the  Unter- 
tbal,  and  crosses  the  ridge  of  the  Sa- 
mm,  whence  Uie  panoramio  new  ia 
singularly  grand,  into  the  WeiBstannen 
ThaL  There  is  a  tolerable  path  as 
tar  as  a  chilet  on  Ihe  E.  slope  of  the 
pass  ;  beyond  this  there  is  scarcely 
any  trace  of  one,  and  tlie  passage  la 
not  practicable  for  moles.  From  this 
cb&let  you  turn  to  the  S.  of  E.,  and 
cross  3  raviQf  B  into  the  Ealftian-  Thai, 
a  mile  or  two  below  the  source  of  the 
Tamina,  which  riaea  at  the  head  of 
that  valley,  in  the  glacier  of  liardona. 
The  scenery  of  the  Gorge  of  the  Ta- 
mina is  munificently  grand.  The 
Kalfeuser  Thai  terminates  at  Vattia, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Calanda-berg,  where 
the  river  suddenly  alters  iis  course, 
and  bends  to  the  N.  There  is  no  vil- 
lage where  re&eshment  or  accommo- 
dation can  be  obtained  between  V\m 
and  ViUtis."— W.  C. 

At  ViitCis  there  is  a  little  Inn  ;  it 
ia  4  hrs.  walk  np  the  vsUey  fivm 
FfefCera  to  Weisstanncn,  where  are 
two  abominable  cabarets.  From  Weiss- 
tanncn a  path  leads  in  5  hrs.  (a  Matt, 
over  the  Kiseten  GraL  N.B.  Guides 
are  necessary. 

At  Elm  the  bold  and  very  wild 
valley  of  the  Semft  divides  again, 
and  minor  paths  rami^  hence — ]. 
Up  to  the  head  of  the  valley,  and 
over  the  pass  of  Fanix  ;  the  entrance 
of  the  pass  is  between  2  projecting 
spoTS  of  the  mountain;  the  defile 
within  ascending  in  steps.  '1.  The 
pass  of  the  Segnes,  which  we  propose 
to  tbilow.  Near  the  Tachingel  is  the 
Martinsloch,  a  singular  hole  or  gap  in 
the  precipice,  through  which  the  sun 
shines  March  4  and  5,  and  September 

1 4  and  1 5,  4  times  in  the  year,  upon 
the  village  of  Elm, 

There  is  a  passage,  difficult  to  find 
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without  >  ^ide,  from  Elm  to  Stachel-  I 
bei^:  time  to  the  top  of  the  pass  1) 
hour,  descent  2  houre;  not  prBctiCbble 
for  horses,  and  the  upper  part  very  I 
indistinctly  marked. 

Suwarrow,  after  the  almost  incre-  ' 
dible  march  detailed  in  the  preceding 
route,  remained  like  a  slag  at  bay  for 
three  or  four  days  at  Glarus  for  the 
purpose  of  reBting*  his  wearied  troops,  , 
though  not  a  day  was  passed  without 
skirmishes  more  or  less  severe  with 
the  enemy.  At  length,  finding  it 
hopeless  to  attack  a  French  force  now 
so  greatly  superior  in  numbers  to  his 
own,  he  adopted  the  tremendous,  but 
only  remaiamg  alternative,  of  again 
leading  hia  exhausted  and  diminished 
followers  over  the  high  crest  of  the 
Alps,  in  order  to  rescue  them  fhim 
annihilation,  and  enable  him  (o  unite 
himself  with  the  scatter^  fragments 
of  the  Russian  army  in  tiw  Grisona. 
He  broke  up  from  hia  qnarlerB  on  the 
5A  of  OcloW.  The  kteness  of  the 
season,  the  difficulties  of  the  passage, 
and  the  vastly  superior  force  pressmg 
on  the  heels  of  his  dispirited  soldiera, 
rendered  this  a  far  more  hazardous 
enterprise  than  that  which  be  had 
previously  accomplished.  The  miser' 
able  path  up  the  valley  would  barely 
admit  two  men  abreast:  along  this  the 
army  ™jnfulty  wound  its  way  in  single 
fiie.  The  difbGulty  of  the  ascent  was 
greatly  increased  by  a  fall  of  snow  2 
feet  deep;  but,  as  though  the  hard' 
ships  of  the  way  were  not  enough,  the 
indefatigable  French,  aBcending  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Semft,  albwed 
the  Russians  no  respite  from  their 
harassing  assaults.  Numbers  lay 
down,  exhausted  from  fatigne,  to 
perish  on  the  snow;  many,  slipping 
down  the  insecure  fragments  of  elate, 
and  along  the  rocks,  polished  by  the 
frost,  were  hurled  over  the  precipices, 
and  crushed  in  the  abyss  below,  while 
the  enemy's  buUele  were  not  dow  in 
fiirther  Ihinninir  their  ranks.  Afler 
five  days  of  toU,  and  four  nights  of 
little  repose,  since  they  were  spent  on 
the  bare  snriace  of  the  snow  and  the 
glaL'iers,  where  many 

lo  death,  Suwarrow  c 

of  Panix,  between  70OO  a 


aboTe  the  sea,  and  on  the  10th  of 
October  ^ned  the  valley  of  the  Rhine 
at  Ilanz.  Even  on  reaching'  the 
descent  into  the  Orisons,  many 
perished  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
fear^l  chasm  of  uie  Araschka  Alp, 
For  months  and  months  the  foul  birds 
and  beasts  of  prey  were  goi™d  with 
their  bodies,  and  the  bones  of  many  a 
warrior  are  Btill  blanching  in  the 
crevices  and  ravines  of  the  JatEer. 
Thus  lemiiDBled  a  march  of  16  days' 
duration,  perhaps  (he  most  extraor- 
dinary ever  performed  by  an  army,  in- 
cessantly enpiged,  flffhtii^  a  battle 
almost  every  day,  and  obl^ed  to  tra- 
verse a  eonntry  totally  unknown,  and 
completely  destitute  of  resources.  This 
remarkable  retreat  was  sccompluhed 
with  the  loss  of  all  his  artillery,  the 
greater  part  of  the  beasts  of  burden, 
and  one-third  of  his  men. 


valley  running  in  a  S.E.  direction  be- 
hind the  village  of  Bhn.  The  height 
of  the  pass  ^ve  the  sea  is  750U  f^. 
It  is  about  15^  miles  from  this  to  the 
first  village  in  the  Griaons  valley  of 
Segnes. 

if  tI^s  j^"^'''^  '"  Route  77, 
2}  CoiHB,  io  Route  67. 


*■'  Any  additional  infonnation  re- 
specting ifontes  75, 76,  77,  78,  derived 
from  personal  knowledge,  would  be 
very  accept^le  to  the  Editor. 


20  hours^S^  English  miles. 

By  the  road  now  m  progress,  chars 
can  ascend  the  valley  of  the  Torder 
Rhein  as  far  as  Hani,  where  horses 
can  be  procured,  until  the  road  is  car- 
ried hi«ier,  to  go  to  Dissentia. 

"  It  IS  scarcely  possible  to  walk  frtun 
Reichenau  to  Andermatt  in  less  than 
2    days.     As    far    as    Dissentia    the 
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Andermatt  ia  desolate  and  unintereal- 
iug.  The  number  of  small  castles  on 
faetghta  above  the  Khine  is  remarka- 
able;  it  ia  as  much  the  castellated 
Rhine  bere  as  below  Mayence." — 
W.  M. 

The  Qreat  post-road  from  Coire 
(Route  67) ,  up  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 
ia  followed  as  fiir  aa 

IJ  Reicheoau  (described  in  Route 
B7]L  where  the  waters  of  the  Vorder 
and  Hinter  Rhein  unite.  A  new  car- 
riage-road ia  at  length  in  progress  up 
the  Vorder  Rhein  vallej,  and  com- 

Steted,  and  fit  for  a  char,  as  &r  as 
'lims ;  it  ia  well  constructed,  though 
narrow.  The  want  of  roads  and  of  inns 
(except  at  Ilanz),  the  pothouses  whicb 
Bupplj  their  place  being  of  the  most 
inferior  kind,  has  hitherto  preTeated 
this  beautiful  district  being  visited  by 
travellers  as  much  as  it  deserves. 

Quitting  the  highway,  our  road 
strikes  up  the  side  of  the  hills  on  the 
L  bank  of  the  Rhine,  to  the  village  of 
Tamina,  djrectl;  over  Reichenau. 

N.B.^The  path  along  the  6.  bank 
of  the  riter  below  Iliuiz  is  still  more 
interesting  than  that  on  the  N.  At 
one  place  it  crosses  a  fine  ravine  by  a 
covered  wooden  bridge,  90  paces  long. 

For  Btnne  distance,  along  the  road 
on  the  N.  bank,  the  traveller  enjoys  a 
beautiful  view  up  both  valleys  of  the 
Rhine.  The  entrance  of  Uiat  of 
Hinter-Rheiu,  up  which  mns  the  road 
to  the  Spliigen,  is  guarded  by  the 
castle  of  Rhffilzuns,  busked  by  villaf^es 
and  churoh-lowers  without  number. 
Beyond  Trina  the  road  turns  aside 
from  the  Rhine,  and  bends  round  a 
little  montifule  rising  in  the  midst 
of  the  TsJIej  into  a  small  sequestered 
upbtnd  basin,  in  the  midst  of  which  lies 

2]  Flima.  a.  village  .1360  ft.  above 
ned  from  the  ni — ' —     ' 


descent,  al 

3|  Hani   (in 
non\-  '         - 


round  it 


"The 


traveller,    who    would     avoid    beinj 
starved  and  plundered. 


tering   a 


3 

_    . .    .  -oadaide 

thaE.  entrance  of  Flima, 

on  the  rt.,  kept  by  a  obatterinif  fellow 
who  talka  French."— J.  F.  Here  the 
path  to  Glarns,  by  the  Segnea  pasa 
(Rte.  76),  atrikes  off.  After  con^- 
naing  some  time  out  of  sight  of  the 


Lgain  after  a  sleep 
les  beyond  lax. 
mansch,  Glion,  or 
Croix  Blanche,  "clean 
ipcctably  provided  with  good 
beda;  an  obliging  and  honest  land- 
lord; chamtingly  situated,  close  to 
the  bridge  over  the  Rhine,  opposite 
IlBnz."-Tl.  F.  Bani  is  the  oidy  place 
in  the  valley   deserving  the  name  of 

'  '    ■'         upital  of  the  Graue 

le,  p.  314,  Its 
the  Romansch 
tongue,  and  this  dialect  prevails  in  a 
large  portion  of  the  valley.  This 
place,  situated  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
river,  exhibila  marks  of  poverty, 
though  the  coimtry  around  \s  fertile ; 
its  walls  are  in  a  state  of  dilapidation. 

The  Pass  of  the  Valserberg  to 
Spliigen  is  described,  Rte.  80  b, 

Ober  Saxen,  a  Tillage  on  the  aame 
aide  of  the  Rhine  as  Danz,  and  about 
4  m.  higher  up,  is  German,  while 
alt  the  Tillagea  around  it  are  Ro- 
mansch. In  its  vicinity  stand  4  an- 
cient castles,  now  picturesque  ruins, 
about  1^  mile  apart  from  one  another. 
Their  names  are  Mooreck,  Schwartz- 
ens  tein,  Riedburg,  and  Axenstein. 
Before  reaching  Ober  Sax,  the  road 
crosses  the  river,  but  again  croasee  to 
the  L  bank  before  arriving  at 

4  Trons  (in  Rhcetian,  Tron) — 
(/na.-     Casanova's —"  not    weU    re- 

tuied" — J.  f.)— a  village  in  a  singu- 
irly  beautiful  situation,  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  Rhine.  Its  800 
Inhab.  are  Rom.'CatholicB,  and  speak 
Romansch.  There  are  iron-works  in 
the  vicinity.  Trons  ia  chieflv  re- 
markable, however,  aa  the  cradle  of 
liberty  among  the  RhcHtian  Alps,  the 
GriitE  of  Griaon  hiatory.  Beneath 
the  shade  of  the  neighbouring  forest 
the  peasants  met  at  the  lieginDing  of 
the  15th  century,  to  concert  plans  for 
liberating  themselves  and  iheir  chil- 
dren from  the  oppression  and  slavery 
of  their  feudal  lords,  three  or  four  of 
whose  castles,  now  in  ruina,  may  atill 
be  seen  frowning  down  from  tJie 
neighbouriog  crags. 

Near  the  entrance  of  (he  village,  on 
the  side  of  nanz,  stands  the  decayed  bnt 
venerated  trunk  of  a  Syeaaun  (Acer 
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Fseudopl&tanua ;  Gfirman,  Ahom), 
now  probablj  6  or  7  conturiea  old,  a 
mere  trunk,  cloien  and  hollow,  be- 
DBBlh  whoae  once-ipreadiag  branches 
the  deputies  of  the  pessanu  met  the 
nobles  who  wnre  favourable  to  their 
okuae.  in  March,  1424,  and  took  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  one  another,  and  to 
their  free  oonititutioD  then  established. 
Such  is  the  ori^n  of  the  Gret 
Leagoe,  Graue  Saad,  so  colled  from 
the  grey  beards  or  the  grey  home- 
q>UD  garb  of  the  venerable  assembly. 
A  vigorous  young  shoot  has  sprouted 
forth  from  the  hoUow  trunk,  and  ia 
protected  by  a  railing.  Cktse  to  the 
sycamore  tree  stands  the  little  Chapel 
0/  9t.  Aime,  whose  portico  ia  adorned 
with  the  mottoes,  "  In  libertatem  to- 
cati  estis-,"  "  Ubi  Bpiritus  Domini,  ibi 
Libertas-,"  "In  te  speraiemat  Fa- 
tres/'  and  with  two  fresco  paintings. 
One  repreaentf  the  first  formation  of 
the  League,  Che  principal  fieuree  being 
the  Abbot  of  Dissentis,  in  ue  robes  of 
his  order;  the  Coont  of  Sax,  with  a 
white  fiowing  beiLrd ;  and  the  lord  of 
Rhistzuns.  The  other  picture  shows 
the  renewal  of  the  oath  in  mH:  the 
deputies  here  appear  with  starched 
fiills,  and  hair  powdered  and  frizzled ; 


former  occasion  brought  their  dinners 
in  Backs  on  their  backs,  which  they 
hung  up  by  nails  to  the  rocks,  while 
they  quenched  their  thirst  ia  the 
brook  which  traTerseg  the  meadow 
of  Tavanosa.  The  more  coartier-hke 
deputies  of  the  second  meeting  wei« 
more  sumptuously  feasted  in  the  man- 
sion of  the  Abbot. 

The  inhabitants  of  ihe  upper  part 
of  the  valley,  about  Dissentis,  are 
Roman  Catholics,  as  will  become  ap- 
parent &om  the  increased  number  of 
ohnrches  and  crosses.  The  mountains 
which  bound  it  change  from  lime- 
stone to  primitive  roc^s,  and  give  a 
different  character  to  its  scenery. 

Opposite  SumviK  (Summus-vicns, 
abounding  in  cherry-trees)  the  valley 


view  of  Ihe  Abbey  aad  viuiige  oi 


at  apply  to  the  ■ 
lOugh  dilapidated, 
kg  been  built  sin* 


(/on:  Rathhaus,  to- 
Benedictine  Abbey  of 
Dissentis  (in  Bomansch  Hustar  or 
Monster,  from  LaL  Honaslerium)  is 
venerable  as  one  of  the  oldest  ecclcBi- 
astical  establishments  in  Switzerland, 
founded,  it  is  said,  by  the  Scotch 
monk  Siegberl,  a  companion  of  St. 
Gall,  and  as  the  nucleus  of  early 
civilization  in  this  wild  and  remote 
country.  It  stands  on  an  elevated 
terrace,  with  a  small  village  of  the 
same  nune  clustered  round  its  base, 
and  near  the  head  of  a  rathet  long 
asceoL  It  is  protected  by  a  forest 
above  it  from  falling  avalsjtches,  on 
the  L  bank  of  the  Vorder-Khine,  at 
Ihejunctionof  thetwo  Alpine  torrents 
which  unite  in  forming  that  branch  of 
the  river.  The  word  venerable  wiU 
to  the  actual  building,  for, 
"  ■  "  't  ia  modem,  hav- 
1799,  when  the 
ruthless  French  invaders  hurot  it. 
and  along  with  it  the  library  formed 
in  the  Tth  and  8th  centuries.  It  must 
be  allowed  that  provocation  was  given 
for  this  act  of  vengeance,  by  the  bar- 
buous  and  oruel  murder  of  a  party 
of  French  soldiers,  who  had  been 
disarmed  and  taken  prisoners  by  the 
Swiss  Landstnrm,  and  who  were  here 
set  upon  by  the  infuriated  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  valley,  and  lite- 
rally cut  or  torn  to  pieces.  The 
abbey  has,  however,  an  miposin?  ap- 
pearance, fWim  its  size  and  position, 
towering  above  the  humble  hovels  of 
the  village  below,    as  its   rich   and 

Cwerful  abbots,  in  the  middle  aeee, 
'ded  it  over  their  vassals.  iSey 
were,  at  one  time,  firm  allies  of  die 
House  of  Hahsburg,  and  the  abbot 
and  his  banner  occupied  the  van  at 
the  battle  of  Morgancn.  At  a  later 
period,  however,  H24,  Abbot  Peter  of 
Pontaningen  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Grison  Uberty,  who  mot  under  the 
sycamore  at  Trons.  Dissentis  is  si- 
tuated at  a  height  of  3700  fL  above 
the  sea-leveL 
Tlere  ia  a  steep  and  difficult  foot- 

Etfa  hence  over  the  Lukmanier  to 
Uinaona  (Koule  78),  another  up  the 
Meddser  Thai,  and  thence  down  the 
ValPior*  t(^;AiFob>,  10^  his.  (Bte.  eOA)  i 
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denner  Thai   (Rte.   80),   to  Aouteg 
(Kte.  MX  8  houra'  gqoA  walking. 

"  DUaenliB  is  a  convenient  Blation 
for  tTHiTellers  bent  on  exploring  these 
■od  other  passes.  In  1845  the  biui- 
neas  of  letting  horses  for  the  moun- 
taing  was  in  the  handf  uf  an  indi- 
vidual, who  charged  exorbitantly  for 
rerv  poor  cattle,  lit.,  1 1  in.  a-day  for 
each  horse,  with  a  boanemain  of  1  fr. 
a-day  to  each  of  the  guides.  At  Oli- 
vone,  better  and  cheaper  conveyances 
(chars)  may  be  hired  for  20  fr.  to 
Andermatt,  and  fresh  ridiDg-horses 
may  be  eng^^  there  to  cross  the 
Oberalp  back  to  DUsentis." — /.  K 

The  path  from  Digsentis  up  to  the 
Oberalp  leaves  the  MedeUer  Thai  on 
the  L,  and  ascends  the  vale  of  Tsvetsch 
by  the  L  bank  of  the  Vorder-Bhine, 

I  now  reduced  in  breadth  and  volume 
to  a  mountaJD-torreal.  The  path 
passes  the  villages  Mompetavelsch, 
Sedrun,  or  Tavetsch,  the  chief  place 
in  the  vaUevt  and  Hnaras.  A  narrow 
gorge  now  leads  out  of  the  kiwer  into 
an  upper  valley.     This  part  of  it  is 

I  dreadfully  expired  to  avalanches.  In 
1B08  oue  fell  from  ^e  Ruenatsch 
upon  the  viUsge  of  Selva,  and  killed 
At    1 ....    beings,   and  337   head  of 


track  disappears,  and  the  ni 
furrows  worn  by  the  feet  of  the  cattle 
perplex  the  traveller,  who  will  hardly 
be   able  to  find  his  way  without  a 

4  Ciamot  is  the  lost  village  in  the 
valley  deserving  that  name,  and  pro- 
vided with  a  churchi  it  is  5000  It 
above  the  sea.  The  vaUey  of  Ta- 
vetsch 19  the  cradle  of  the  Vorder- 
Rhiue:  it  is  supplied  from  3  branches, 
having  dieir  source  in  the  vast  moun- 
tains which  wall  in  its  upper  extre- 
mity. The  l.-hand  branch  Bows  from 
the  foot  of  the  Criapalt,  on  the  S.  side 
of  the   valley,  the  middle  from  the 

Ciers  of  the  Sexmadan  (Cima  de 
usX  the   third    comes   from  the 
Yal  Comara  on  the  S.    At  Ciamot 


the  L-band  branch  is  eroased,  and  the 
middle  branch  followed  for  about  a 
mile,  after  which,  adieu  to  the  lUiine; 
a  constant  ascent  leads  the  traveller  to 
the  smnnut  of  the  paaa  of  the  Ober- 
alp, S174  fL  above  the  sea,  by  the 
cross  between  the  Calmot  and  the 
Neugallas. 

On  reaching  the  oppoaile  declivity, 
a  small  lake,  &med  for  its  tront,  lies 


the  foot  of  the  traveller.  This  it 
the  Obtralp  See,  one  of  the  head-watera 
of  the  Beussi  it  is  beset  with  b«^ 


across  which  the  traveller  n 


the  French  and  Austrians,  in  1799. 
The  path  winds  along  the  N.  or  rl. 

side  of  the  lake.  The  vale  of  Ursem), 
with  Hospital  in  the  distance,  now 
opens  out  to  view,  and  a  long  and  wea- 
risome descent,  first  through  a  naked 
valley  of  pastures,  and  then  down  an 
arduous  and  broken  declivity,  brings 
the  traveller  lo 

3i  Andarmatt,  on  (he  St.  Gothard. 
(Rle.  34,  p.  105.)  To  walk  hence  to 
Dissentis  will  require  S^  hrs. 

itOUTE  78. 


10  hrs.  ^  32{  Eiu;.  m. 

"  A  path,  much  frequented  in  sum- 
mer, and  practicable  throughout,  on 
horseback,  though  not  without  diffi- 
culty towards  Its  two  extremities." 
The  valley  of  Uedels,  up  which  it  lie« 
as  &r  as  Sta.  Maria,  runs  in  a  direo- 
tion  nearly  due  S.  from  Dissentis,  and 
is  traversed  through  its  whole  length 
by  the  Middle  Khme.  The  entrance 
to  it  is  by  a  rocky  and  wooded  gowe, 
about  3  miles  from  Dissenljs,  in  the 
midst  of  which  the  Bhine  fbrms  two 
cascades,  and  beyond  which  (he  vat- 
ley  opens  out  into  a  wide  basin,  lined 
with  pastures  and  forests,  in  the  re- 
moter parts  of  which  the  bear  is  still 
found,  while  the  chamois  abounds  on 
the  granite  peaks  forming  the  highest 
summits  of  the  surrounding  Alps. 
"  The  f  ath  scales  the  sleep  and 
craggy  nd^  to  the  rt.  of  the  gorge, 
of  (inich  it  affords  but  a  very  imper- 


TO  ALTOttF. 


,  I. 


daUch  ia  ailuated  at  ihe  openLai 
(he  Val  CristallinR,  which  runs  i 
S.E.  direction,  and  senda  forth 
branch  of  the  Middle  Rhine^     It  i 


meo,  in  (he  Doomo  of  tClan,  was 
foroied.  Another  branch  comes  from 
the  W.  out  of  the  Lake  Dim,  at  the 
end  of  the  Val  Cadelina;  and  a  thir^ 
between  these  two,  iBsaea  from  tlie 
foot  of  the  Monte  Souro. 

S  Sm.  Maria,  a  hospice,  kept  up 
for  the  benefit  of  poor  travellers, 
neariy  on  the  culminatiiif;  point  of 
the  Vua  of  the  Lukmanier  (in  Latin, 
Mon«  Lucumoniui ;  in  Bomanach, 
LiJan^D,  or  Quolm  Sta.  Maria), 
5740  ft.  above  the  sea.  ■'  At  this 
Hospice,  which  is  still  kept  np  bjr  the 
monks  of  Dissentis,  though  verj 
wretched  in  appearance,  the  traveller 
may  procure  forage  for  his  horse,  and 
a  m^  of  coarse  bread  and  drinkable 
wine  for  himself." 

It  is  said  that  the  army  of  Pepin 
passed  this  waj,  i.o.  754,  on  his  in- 
vasion of  Italy.  Poles,  stuck  into  the 
rocks,  mark  the  direction  of  the  path 
across  the  CoL  Horse-paths  branch 
off  from  the  hospice  to  Airolo,  through 
the  Val  Termini,  or  Val  Forno.  the 
Val  Piora,  by  Altanca,  Bru^asco, 
and  Madrano^  5^  Htunden. 
'  The  path  to  Olivone  and  the  Val 
Bleg^o  descends  the  Alpine  Val  Ca- 
aaocia,  to 

3  The  Hospice  of  Casacoia;  and,  a 
few  miles  lowei;,  to  that  of 

2  Camperio,  both  founded,  it  is  said, 
by  St.  Carlo  Borromeo,  for  the  re- 
ception of  travellers. 

The  first  glimpse  of  the  spires  and 
plain  of 

1  Olivone,  from  the  wooded  steeps 
of  tim  Lnkmanier,  is  very  strikii^, 
and  tbevill^eiuelf  isoneof  themost 
<^iTning  spots  in  (he  Alps.  "  The 
small  Im  kept  by  Stephano  Bolo  is 
comfortable  in  all  respects,  though  of 
no  inviijne  esiorior,  and  rather  high- 
prioed."— -J.  P. 


Olivone  is  the  highest  vllWe  in  the 
Vai  Blegno,  and  stands  at  3ie  point 
where  the  lateral  valley  of  Casoccia 
joins  it  i  it  has  about  740  Inhab. 

The  Val  Blegno  (Germ.  Folenzer- 
thal)  is  travers^  by  the  stream  of  the 
Brenno,  which  enters  it  from  a  narrow 
cleft  in  the  mounUuni  and  a  tolerable 
char-road,  in  part  carri^e-road,  has 
recently  been  formed  abng  the  L 
bank  of  the  stream,  from  Olivone  to 
Biasca,  on  the  route  of  ^e  St.  Goth- 
ard  (Bte.  34,  p.  109),  a  distance  of  4 
Btunden. 

Many  of  (he  chocola(e-sellers  ftod 
ches(nut>'Toasters,  who  swarm  in  the 
8(reets  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  come 
Iroiii*  the  Val  Bl^no. 

EOUTE  79. 

THE  KIMZIO  KtlLH  (S  hrS.) 

"  The  path  is  the  same  as  that  to  the 
Pass  of  the  Pragel  (Rte.  75)  for  a  short 
distance  above  Muotta,  but  divei^es 
from  it  to  cross  tbe  first  bridge  over 
the  river.  From  the  bridge  it  strikes 
straight  S.  up  the  mountains;  and, 
having  ascended  in  that  direction  for 
a  little  while,  turns  off  towards  the 
W.,  away  &om  the  entrance  to  the 
Bisi  ThaL  The  ascent  is  continued 
obliquely  up  a  sleep  broken  slope,  till 
the  path  arrives  eventually  upon  the 
wooded  edge  of  a  chasm,  in  which  the 
visible  stream,  which  issues  from  the 
high  valley  leading  up  to  the  Pass,  is 
heard  descending  in  cataracts  into  the 
Muotia  ThaL  ■  A  track  up  the  moun- 
tain Bide,  on  the  right  bank  of  this 
stream,  ia  now  pursued ;  and,  after  an 
hour's  walking  from  Muotta,  tbe  ab- 
nipt  ascent  ceases,  and  tixe  valley 
ahove  is  entered.  Having  passed 
through  a  wood,  the  path  crosses  the 
river  &r  the  first  time  by  some  ch&letE 
(l^honrsfromMuotW).  The  river  is 
recrosaed  after  another  quarter  of  an 
hour:    a    second  forest   Is    traversed. 


below  this  bridge  ia  narrow  and  pio- 
turesque,  shut  in  on  both  sides  bv 
high  white  precipices.  Over  the  K. 
range  the  sun  lUd  Dot  appear,  on 
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llie  last  day  of  July,  till  8  o'clodi. 
The  rich  green  slopea  N.  of  Uuottn, 
speckled  wilh  uhUets,  and  eurrooaiited 
by  VMt  cliffs,  may  be  Been  from  favonr- 
aLle  pOBitioDB,  whenever  the  eye  is 
thruwn  back,  Ihraueh  the  opening  of 
the  Talley.  After  the  ^ird  brid^  is 
crossed,  a  wild  open  baain  is  found, 
flut  of  which  the  track  is  seen  ascend- 
ing from  the  S.W.  comer.  At  this 
comer  tlie  river  is  again  crossed.  An 
br.  and  i  more  are  requisite  before 
the  summit  of  the  paai  is  attained. 
As  far  as  some  chilets,  about  balf-way 
up,  the  path  may  be  traced  without 
much  difficulty,  &B  it  t^es  for  its 
guide  the  falling  stream,  now  reduced 
to  a  mere  rill.  Towards  the  8ummi^ 
however,  it  is  faintly  marited,  (tud 
liaMe  to  be  confounded  with  odier 
iracks.  The  stream  is  left  b^ind, 
(he  direction  of  ascent  beine  towards 
the  south,  among  little  biuocks  and 
hollows  filled  with  snow;  over  open 

rnnd,  where  many  directions  might 
taken,  and  the  proper  route  lost. 
A  short  pole  mariis  the  crest  of  the 
Faas  (7^80  ffept),  which  is  gwned  in 
about  4  bre.  Irom  HuotCa. 

"Great  interest  is  attached  to  the 
Kiuiig  Kolm,  in  an  historical  point  of 
view,  as  being  the  scene  of  Suwar- 
roVs  disastriHis  maroh  from  Altorf. 
Its  pictoresqne  attractions  are  also  of 
tbe  highest  order,  as  tiie  view  which 
it  oommuida  is  of  great  extent, 
and  of  A  moat  ms^ificent  and  com- 
prehensive character.  This  view  is 
rather  improved  by  being  seen  &om 
an  eminence  to  the  £.,  reached  in  ID 
m.  from  the  CoL  On  the  N.  side  are 
all  Ihe  rocky  tower-like  summits  sur- 
rounding  the  valley,  up  which  the 
ascent  to  the  Pass  has  been  made. 
Above,  towards  the  S.K.,  appears  the 
broad  while  mass  of  the  Gliiraisch. 
No  valley  is  visible  on  this  side; 
nothing  but  the  high  pasturages, 
grass  mingled  with  rocks  and  snow, 
supported  on  the  precipices  and  bar- 
ren declivities,  whose  bases  are  lost  in 
Uie  valleys  beneath.  By  far  the  finest 
port  of  the  view  is,  however,  on  the 
S.  side.  Here  the  eye  pinnges  down 
at  once  to  adepth  of  nearly  6000  fL,  in  to 
the  wide  green  plain  at      "-- 


at  the  Benss  and  the  Schiichen,  trom 
which  the  Russian  army  tM^;an  their 
ascent,  and  whence  they  must  have 
seen,  at  one  glance,  the  formidable 
height  of  the  ndge  they  bad  to  climb. 
A  glimpse  is  also  obtained,  down  the 
channel  of  the  stream  tumbling  from 
the  Pass,  into  the  valley  of  the  SchS- 
chen  near  Spiriogen.  Oat  of  these 
valleys  rise  in  all  their  majesty  the 
high  Alps  of  the  Canton  of  Uri,  vast 
soHd  piles  loaded  above  with  ice  and 
snow,  and  furrowed  below  by  many 
small  valleys  and  ravines,  which  are. 
as  they  ascend,  finally  lost  in  the 
heart  «f  the  mountains.     The  circuit 
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tory  of  Grittli,  above  which  a  part  of 
die  distant  country  about  Lucerne 
jus',  shows  itself.  The  group  of  the 
Kothstocks,  on  the  south  of  the 
Oriitli,  are  the  first  glaciered  summits : 
then  come  the  Spannorter  and  the  host 
of  other  peaks,  claatering  together 
under  the  name  of  the  Sureuen  Alps. 
Turning  thence  to  the  eastward  across 
the  ReusB,  the  circuit  includes  the 
Windgelle,  the  greater  aud  lesser 
Kuchi,  the  9cheerhom,  and  the  Cla- 
riden  grat,  which  form  a  long  line  in 
front  of  the  Pass.  The  l%di  lie« 
behind  the  Clariden  grat,  and  is  not 

"The  descent  into'lhe  SchEchen  Thai 
is  long  and  steep,  but  the  path  is  we& 
traced  And  the  pole  on  the  Kinzig 
Kolm,  being  seen  for  a  long  time, 
would  help  to  guide  the  ascending 
pedestrian  on  this  side,  though  it  is 
useless  for  that  purpose  on  the  other. 
The  path  lies  throughout  down  the 
pastures  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
stream,  but  gener^y  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  it.  The  SchSchen  Thai 
is  reached  at  a  point  a  little  below 
^iringen,  after  a  descent  of  2^  hrg. 
From  thence  to  Biirglen  it  is  a  walk 
of  {  of  an  hour,  and  another  ^  hour 
brings  the  traveller  to  Altorf. 

"  A  fine  excursion  maybe  made  from 
Altorf  or  Fltielen  into  the  Isen  Thai. 
The  footpath  along  the  mountains  is 
very  bad,  bo  that  it  is  better  to  go  by 
boat  from  Fliielen  to  the  little  deltA 
at  the  mouth  of  the  valley.  From  the 
heights  above,  which  have  then  to  b# 
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climbed,  there  ii  m,  beuitiful  view  of 
the  bay  of  Uri,  and  Cbe  valley  <rf  the 
BeiU8.  About  half  way  up  the  lalley 
it  Ihe  riJlage  of  St.  Jakob,  which  com- 
mands a  Doble  prospect  of  the  Uri 
BoUulock,  a  great  pile  of  ice  and 
craea.  seea  throngh  the  wooded  aTeane 
of  Uie  valley.  £iother  hour  leads  to 
its  base  at  the  talley-bead.  From 
here  the  monnlain  is  a  very  grand 
object,  but  a  grander  atiil  from  a  *ery 
high  plslean  on  the  W^  cat  off  by 
precipices  from  the  Iten  ThaL  From 
Ihig  ^tean  it  is  poanble  to  croM  the 
ridge  above  into  Unlerwaldea,  but 
there  is  nothing  like  a  Fasa.  The 
r^ulsr  route  from  the  laen  Thai  into 
that  canton  is  over  the  Schonegg,  Ihe 
way  to  the  Faas  striking  off  from  Che 
paih  up  the  talley  at  St.  Jakob."— 


THE  EREUZXJ  (9  hrS.) 

"  The  Haderan  Thai,  a  valley  pene- 
tratii^  among  the  Alpa  to  the  E.  of 
Anutag,  opens  a  way  through  them 
to  this  Pass.  The  path  runs  at  start- 
ing on  the  L  bank  of  the  river.  For  a 
few  minutesitisbyilaside:  the  ascent 
to  gain  the  level  of  Ihe  Gelds  above 
the  closing  gorge  then  commences, 
(hid  continues  for  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  The  valley  behind  the  gorn 
is  thus  entered  and  followed  upi  the 
river  is  crossed  (40  min.  from  AmsCiig), 
and  recroased  10  mln.  aftemards.   An 


valley  leads  to  the  Kreuali,  and  the 
Haderan  Th^  is  now  left  A  eon- 
siderable  ascent  is  necessary  to  get 
into  the  Ezli  Thai,  as  the  path  ha*  to 
mount  above  the  head  of  a  high  fall,  in 
which  the  stream  precipitates  itself 
into  the  Maderan  ThaL  The  Exli 
Thai  is  very DBrrowthronghout;  itis, 
indeed,  a  mere  wild  ravine,  rather 
than  a  proper  valley.  The  first  bridge 
over  its  stream,  above  the  iWU,  is 
not  crossed,  but  the  three  following 
are.  Soon  after  crossing  the  third  of 
these  bridge*  (abont  2  hrs.  hma  Am- 
ttiig),  the  last  tre«e  ar«  passed,  and 
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flank  of  a  naked  desolate 
skirts  on  its  way,  in  the  bed  of  the 
stream,  the  remains  of  an  immense 
avalancbe;  a  mass  of  snow,  dirt,  and 
biken  rocks,  probably  ^  a  mite  long. 
Beaide  it  stands  a  cross  with  the  date 
1S34.  A  small  marshy  basin  sacoeeds 
the  ravine,  the  valley  here  changing 
ila  diraclioa  £rom  S.  to  W.  At  this 
baain  the  way  to  the  KreDiU  qnila  the 
valley,  passing  Ihe  river  and  ascend- 
ing the  eastern  mountains.  There  is, 
however,  no  bridge ;  and  the  track  is 
not  perceptible  in  the  oeighbouifiood 
of  the  river,  thoi^;hit  soon  re-appeara 
during  the  sabaeqnent  ascent. 

"  It  is  well  worth  while  to  foUow  ap 
the  valley  fiH-  half  a  mile  or  a  mile 
above  the  bann  just  mentioned,  in- 
stead of  immediatdy  leaving  it  for  the 
pass.  The  river  is  pursued  towards 
the  W.,  till  it  is  lost  in  a  short  defile 
beneath  the  snow,  with  which  the  bed 
of  tiie  narrow  paasa)^  is  choked  np. 
A  multitude  of  gigantic  blocks,  heaped 
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sffindi  good  walking,  uid  the  defile 
soon  ^ves  admittance  into  a  large 
hollow  of  the  highest  savage  cha- 
racter. It  is  utterly  sterile  and  an- 
infaabited  ;  a  mere  receptacle  for  fallen 
rocks  and  snow.  The  glaciers  of  the 
Crispalt  sweep  down  upon  it ;  craggy 
moonlains  of  the  boldest  elevation 
girdle  it  in  ;  their  splendid  summits 
rise  on  all  sides  high  into  the  sky. 
To  visit  this  spot  in  the  journey  over 
the  Kreuzli  would  not  increase  the 
duration  of  the  day's  walk  by  much 
nxn-e  than  half  an  boor. 

"  The  tradi  which  leads  to  the 
Kreutli  pass,  after  the  marshy  basin 
is  left  and  the  river  crossed,  continues 
to  ascend  towards  the  E.  up  an  uneven 
slope,  until  it  reaches  the  opening  of 
a  kmd  of  high,  short  valley,  by  pur- 
suing which  the  summit  is  to  be  gained. 
From  this  point  there  is  an  unexpected 
view  ot  the  bay  of  Uri,  and  of  the 
pliun  at  the  entrance  of  the  Reoss  into 
the  lake.  The  last  ascent  to  the 
Kreuili  is  gentle  but  rough,  the  ground 
being  covered  with  loMe  blocks,  al' 
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rsJ]v  upon  the  anow  ;  but  the  course  of 
the  little  <&lle;  u  in  itself  a  sufficjent 
euide.  The  creat  of  the  pass,  marked 
by  a  pole,  is  reached  in  5  hrs.  direct 
from  Amsli^,  and  baa  an  elevation  of 
about  7500  feet  above  the  eea. 

"  The  views  from  the  Kreuzli  are  on 
both  sides  of  an  eKtremely  savage 
DBture.  Nothing  ia  to  be  seen,  through 
the  last  abort  valley,  on  the  aide  of 
Uri,  escepting  a  large  band  of  sharp 
peaks,  canssea  of  ice  and  snow,  and  a 
circuit  of  hare,  precipitous  mountain 
sides,  rolling  down  their  ruins  into 
the  head  of  the  desert  EzU  ThaL  On 
the  side  of  the  Grisons,  the  eje  looks 
across  the  litOe  valley  of  Strim,  into 
which  the  descent  is  very  abrupt.  Its 
head  is  close  on  the  left,  where  it  is 
Bprronnded  by  a  range  of  precipices, 
which  bear  up  a  slope  occupiral  by 
glaciers.  From  these  glaciers  the 
Oberalpstock  and  several  lesser  Alps 
raise  their  heads,  connected  together 
by  a  thin  rocky  ridge  with  many  tee^i, 
miich  cute  throu^  the  fields  of  snow. 
There  is  also  an  exteosiTe  view,  look- 
ing down  the  valley,  of  the  snowy 
mountains  between  the  Orisons  and 
the  canton  Ticino. 

"  It  is  a  bad  descent  into  the  v^ley 
of  Strim  down  a  st«ep  decUvity,  broken 
by  Dombers  of  Jutting  cr^s..  Occa> 
BKinal  goat-tradis  anwily  £e  place  of 
B  rc^;u£tr  path.  N^Uier  is  me  track 
down  the  valley — when  its  bed  ia  at- 
tained, and  the  ic^cold  river,  just 
sprang  from  its  glaciers,  waded  through 
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-  .  DDg  and  rather  fatiguing  hours 
from  the  summit  of  the  pass  to  reach 
the  village  of  Sedrun  or  Tavetsi*  in 
the  valley  of  the  Fore  Rhine.  The 
valley  of  Strim  is  uninhabited,  and  ite 
nakraness  is  not  relieved  by  a  single 
tree,  not  even  a  stunted  fir.  From 
Sedrun  to  Dissentis  down  the  valley  of 
the  Fore  Rhine  is  an  easy  walk  of  2 
hrs.  At  DisttiUis  the  inna  are  not 
vwy  good."— B.  E.    (See  Ble.  77.) 
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BASTA  MAM*  (11  hrs,). 

"As  far  as  the  hospice  of  SaoU 
Maria,  5  leagues  from  Dissentis,  the 
way  lo  this  pass  is  the  same  as  that  t« 
the  Lukmanier.  A  little  tributary 
valley  of  the  Medelaer  Thai  opens  from 
the  S.W.  into  the  plain  of  Santa  Maria, 
and  leads  to  the  Airolo  pass.  The 
path  Bsoends  from  the  p&n  on  the 
rL  bank  of  the  atream  which  waters 
this  valley.  There  ia  no  difficulty  on 
the  ascent,  which  is  rapid  and  con- 
tinuous. The  valley  is  oairow  and 
barren,  and  presents  nothing  remark- 
able. The  summit  of  ^e  pass  is 
reached  easily  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
from  Santa  Ateria.  Its  height  is  T160 
fL  ;  the  ground  is  flat  and  bog^y,  and 
not  adapted  for  a  path  ;  it  is  ac> 
QDrdingly  traced  along  a  gvntle  slope 
on  the  S.  edge  of  the  marsh,  where 
there  are  one  or  two  rude  chalets. 

"The  descent  is  scarcely  begun,  before 
a  commanding  view  of  the  knot  of  the 
St.  Gathard  Alps  opens  out  in  fnMt 
above  the  lesser  mountaina.  The  peak 
of  La  Fibbia,  the  highest  of  the  cluster, 
rises  in  the  centre  :  the  more  distant 
but  lotljer  head  of  the  Galenstock 
peers  over  them  on  the  rt  from  the 
om)osit«  side  of  the  Ursera  ThaL  As 
the  descent  is  continued,  these  high 
Alps  aro  gradually  loat,  and  ue 
scenery  becomes  rather  dull.  The 
pastures,  or  '  Alp '  of.  Piora,  down 
which  the  path  lies,  produce  a  cheese 
of  considerable  repute  in  the  canton. 
At  length  the  quick  descent  ceases  for 
a  wtule,  the  path  having  sunk  within 
the  mountains,  and  reached  a  wild 
and  confined  plain.  On  one  side  ot' 
this  plain  is  a  lonely  tarn,  which  is 
backed  by  a  lowering  range  of  savage 
precipices,  streaked  by  falling  threadB 
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the  precipices  are  a  fen  huts,  : 
spots  beneath  the  rid^  Ibat  overhang 
them.     On  the  ehort  descent  from  this 

Elain  to  the  lake  of  Kotvm,  the  way 
es  over  the  ruins  of  a  small  landslip, 
which  was  probably  attended  with 
fatal  consequences,  as  a  cross  stands 
by  it.  The  fintlices  are  ntet  with  on 
J.2 
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the  lake  of  Rotom,  which  completely 
fills  the  basin  in  which  it  liea.  The 
Boperfluous  waters  of  this  lake  are  dis- 
charged through  an  opening  in  what 
reBembies  a  natural  parapet  wall,  con- 
necting the  opposite  sides  of  the  nar- 
row cleft,  trough  which  the  chain  of 
crags  beyond  the  Val  Levantina  now 
comes  into  view.  The  descent  from 
the  lake  is  abrupt  and  long,  the  riser 
formine  in  quick  succesaioo  three  very 
fine  ftlU,  all  of  different  character. 
The  first  is  a  broad  and  diffiise  white 
cascade,  divided  by  a  rock  in  iu  upper 
part  inte  two  faUing  sheete  of  water 
which  meet  below  ;  the  second  ia  a 
tumbling  cataract :  the  third,  the 
grandest  of  all,  a  condensed  bodj  of 
water  shot  through  a  cleft  into  a  deep 
dark  rift.  A  singular  illusion  is  pro- 
4uced  in  passing  a  hut  opposite  one  of 
these  bl&.  Its  roar  is  heard  within 
the  hnt,  so  loud  and  close  as  almost  te 
outweigh  the  evidence  of  the  eyes,  that 
the  water  is  really  coming  down  at 
tome  little  distance,  and  in  an  oppo- 
^te  directitm. 

"Afterpassingthethirdfiill,  the  path 
is  foirly  out  of  the  Val  I^ora,  and  on 
the  flanks  of  the  Val  Levanlina,  having 
been  throughout,  during  (he  descent, 
from  the  pass,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
stream,  wkieh  it  now  abandcHU.  The 
rest  of  the  way  to  AJrolo  is  very  inte- 
reeting.  The  Val  Levantina  and  the 
St  Qothard  road  are  left  far  beneath, 
and  the  path  continues  high  on  the 
slopes  of  the  mountains,  passing 
through  the  village  of  Madraco,  and 
over  the  thin  transverse  ridge,  pierced 
bv  the  Ticino,  which  separates  the 
Val  Bedretto  from  the  Val  Levantina. 
Here  the  opening  of  the  Val  Canaria 
breaks  the  side  of  the  chain  :  the  path 
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"The great  road  of  IheBemardinis 
followed  as  tar  as  Niifenen,  rather 
more  than  an  hour  above  Spliigen. 
"  ■  ■       ■  "        passing 

'-  -othe 
■^branchesoff  totheril 

few  minutes  more  the  base  of  the  chain 
rising  from  the  valley  on  the  N.,  and 
continues  to  ascend  along  its  side  at 
the  foot  of  a  line  of  cbffs.  These  olifls 
extend  to  the  top  of  the  pass,  and  are 
an  excellent  guide  to  it,  the  way  up 
being  always  at  a  short  disUmoe  from 


of  divergence  from  the  northern 
and  just  above  the  wood  which  cioth*a 
its  lower  part.  The  high  pastures  over- 
looking Hinterrhein  are  now  reached, 
and  the  path  from  that  village  fijls 
in.  There  is  a  very  good  view  from 
this  point.  It  extends  over  the  Tam- 
bohom,  the  elacier  and  mountain  of 
the  Harscholhorn,  and  the  Piz  Val- 
rhein  with  the  great  Rhcin  wold  Racier. 
The  course  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhein- 
wald  is  visiblenearly  up  to  this  glacier. 
Immediately  b^w  is  the  village  of 
Hinterrhein,  at  the  foot  of  the  Ber- 
nardin  pass,  and  from  which  the  whole 
' — ' line   of    that   road  may   be 


traced,  up  to  the  hospice  on  the  summit 
■—  -"--  lake  ot  Mcesa. 

ascent  to  tiie  Valserberg, 


by  the  Is 


a  rather  steep  one,  is  marked  by  poles 
up  die  face  of  the  mountain.  Under 
their  guidance  the  highest  point  of 
the  pass  is  attained  wilhont  any  chanc« 
of  error,  in  something  less  than  3  hrs. 
from  Spliigen.  The  Col  is  a  narrow 
gap  in  the  crest  of  the  chain,  covered 
with  enow,  and  elevated  nearly  7500 
feet  above  the  sea-leveL 

"  The  view  to  the  north  is  very  wild. 
Several  bare  monnlajn  ranges  are  seen, 
one  beyond  the  other,  rising  out  of 
the  depths  of  the  salleya  sunk  among 
them.  Above  these  sombre  looking 
chains   which  extend  to   the    fore 


Su^xerhnd.     route  80b. — BPLiiaEN  to  ILAKZ.     tai^EKbetu. 


221 


Bhine,  the  whole  line  of  the  AJpa  of 
Glarus,  from  the  Diidi  to  the  Scheibe, 
risea  high  and  white,  an  unbrokeo 
bank  of  snow  from  end  to  end. 

"  For  nearly  an  hour  after  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Valserbe^  U  left  behind, 
the  way  down  is  marked  by  poles; 
the  highest  chalets  Bn>  then  reached, 
and  a  stream  &om  the  right  crossed. 
An  hour  and  a  half  more  are  neces- 
sary to  gain  St.  Peter's  Plaz,  where 
the  main  Tallej  of  the  Glenner  is 
entered.  Hera  there  is  a  small  Iim, 
where  a  midday  halt  may  be  made. 
This  lai^  tributary  TaUey  of  that  of 
the  Fore  Rhine,  watered  by  the  Olen- 
ner,  is  divided  into  three  districts; 
the  lower  valley  of  Lugneti,  the  side 


In  Cbii  last  district  the  language  is 
German,  as  well  as  in  the  valley  of 
the  Bheinwald  and  the  neig^hbouring 
Savien  Thai.  In  the  districts  of  Lug- 
netz  and  Vrin  Romansch  is  spoken. 

"  A  very  high  and  narrow  gorge 
above  Plaz  cuts  short  in  that  direction 
the  little  plain  in  which  the  village  is 
situated.  Another  defile  terminates 
it  to  the  N.  about  half  a  niile  below 
Plaz.  In  this  ravine,  through  which 
the  path,  having  crossed  the  river,  is 
now  conducted,  a  fir  wood  has  grown 
up  among  the  fallen  rocks  which  the 
moDDtains  have  cast  down  into  the 
contracted  passage.  Some  of  these 
rocks  are  ofgreat  sire,  and  capped  with 
firs.  One  mass,  almost  slender  enough 
for  an  obelisk,  is  crowned  by  a  single 
tree.  Through  these  obstacles  the  path 
threads  ita  way,  till  the  defile  becomes 
yet  more  contracted,  and  one  of  the 
grandest  gorges  by  which  the  Alps 
are  riven  is  plonged  into.  At  its  coai- 
is  again  crossed 


IB  only  been  efiecl«d  b 


along  a  broken  declivity,  both  sides  of 
the  gorge,  in  spite  of  their  extreme 
steepness  and  fractured  nature,  being 
tolerably  well  clad  with  pines.  At 
length,  the  river  being  Im  beneath 
between  iM  precipices,  some  alofung 


fields  ahove  them,  hemmed  in  by  cr^a 
and  hanging  woods,  ofier  sufiicicnt 
ground  for  mountain  habitation.  In 
this  part  of  the  defile  there  are,  ac- 
cordingly, found  some  collections  of 
j  houses,  called  by  Keller,  Feistenbei^ 
[  and  Moutasg,  finely  placed  on  the 
'  green  slopes.  A  second  gorge  suc- 
ceeds, the  mountains  almost  swallow- 
ing np  the  river,  the  sharp  salient 
edges  of  the  cli^  which  enclose  it 
seeming  about  to  close  in  one  another 
&om  either  side,  and  to  be  only  kept 
apart  by  some  immense  force.  Above 
them  runs  the  path,  forced  to  ascend, 
and  scarcely  finding  ground  for  ila 
course,  until  a  little  oratory  by  its  aide 
macks  the  close  of  Uie  ascent  and  of 
the  long  defile,  and  the  fertile  valley 
of  l.ugnetz  opens  out  to  the  N. 

"The  defile  just  passed  through  has 
a  length  of  about  six  miles.  Its  sa- 
vage grandeur,  when  it  is  seen  from 
the  lituo  oratory  at  its  termination,  is 
well  contrasted  with  the  softer  and 
open  character  of  the  wide  and  beauti- 
ful valley  of  Lugnetz,  which  stretehea 
far  away  in  the  opposite  direction. 
Into  its  fields  the  paUi  now  descends. 
The  stream  from  the  valley  of  Vrin 
soon  falls  in,  coming  from  behind  a 
long  rich  tongue  of  land  at  the  Junc- 
tion of  the  two  Glennecs.  The  river 
ia  crossed  some  distance  lower  down, 
by  a  bridge  just  above  the  baths  of 
Heiden,  which  Ue  in  the  jaws  of  a 
wooded  lateral  gorge.  A  rather  long 
ascent  then  leads  to  Kumbels,  where 
perhaps  the  most  perfect  of  all  the 
views  of  this  singolarly  picturesque 
valley  is  conunanded. 

"In  this  neighbourhood  there  is  no 
habitable  ground  by  (he  river (  butall 
the  villages  lie  on  the  heights,  where 
there  is  a  great  breadth  of  land.  On 
the  side,  opposite  to  Kumbels,  of  the 
broad  chasm  in  which  the  river  flows, 
thcv  are  built  on  a  long  well  cultivated 
plain  stretching  far  oack  from  the 
river,  above  which  it  is  lifted  high  by 
wooded  precipices.  This  plain  is  in- 
terrupted at  intervals  by  deep  clefts, 
-'through  it  by  the-- ^ -" 


ingfrom  tbemountains behind.  These 
mountains  form  part  of  a  great  multi- 
tude of  pe^  «een  from  KomheU,  the 
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saowy  Alya  Kt  tlie  head  of  tbe  vallej     escarpoient    of  Mount  Heiozenbei^. 

of  Vrin  being  ioduded  in  the  view.  The  psth  is  carried  up  the  L  or  W. 
bank  of  the  BabJma,  b;  the  hamlets 
of  Tenna,  Areza,  N^ukirch,  Piatt, 
where  refreshments  may  be  had  at 
the  UatbhauB  Inn, 

1 .  A  deep  path  strikes  off  hence  over 
the  col  calJea  Stage  across  a  shoulder 
of  the  Fii  Beierec  to  Thusia,  4  hours. 
The  path  continues  over  the  meadowa 
of  the  Caniana  Alp  to  Tholkirche,  the 
oldest  and  highest  ehurch  in  the  dis- 
trict. Now  begins  the  ascent  of  the 
LSchliberg,  6570  ft.  above  thesea-leieL 
A  steep  descent  leads  down  to  the 
village  Spligea,  in  Rout*  87, 


turasqueness  of  the  scene,  that  these 
mountains  do  not  appear  arranged  in 
chains,  but  as  if  divided  into  a  number 
of  large  clumps  of  peaks,  the  further 
seen  through  the  gaps  between  the 
nearer  groups.  Bach  group,  especially 
in  the  evening,  has  its  own  peculiar 
hue  and  tone  :  there  are  clusters  of 
brown,  grey,  blue,  purple,  and  white 
peahs,  accordii^  to  their  different 
nature  and  distance.  The  village  of 
Knmbels  may  be  reached  in  less  than 
an  hour  and  a  half  &om  Ham,  and 
might  therefore  ea^y  be  visited  ftora 
the  road  ap  the  valley  of  the  Fore 
Bhine. 

"  The  path  from  Kumbels  continues 
looe  on  the  heights.  It  is  aoly  at  a 
littk  distance  from  Ilanz  that  it  leaves 


its  N.  hank — the  Croix  Blanche,  the 
best  Inn  at  Hans  (Rte.  77)  lying  on 
that  side,  close  to  the  bridge.  SVom 
St.  Peter's  Plas  to  Hani  is  a  walk  of 
ftdl  6  hcs."— ff.  E. 

HOUTE  80c. 


llihours=35  Eng.  m.  A  bridle- 
path the  greater  part  of  the  way. 
Our  road  runs  ap  (he  rt  bank  of  the 
Vorder-Rhein,  as  far  as  the  German 
ftotestant  village  Versam,  where  the 
fearful  gulf  of  the  Veraamer  Tobel  is 
crossed  by  a  very  remark^le  wooden 
bridge,  with  a  span  of  200  ft.  (pro- 
bably the  widest  wooden  bridge  on 
this  principle  existing),  and  'i3'2  fi- 
above  the  torrent  Savien.  The  builder 
was  named  La  Nicca.  Here  a  path 
turns  S.  up  the  wild  valley  of  the 
Savian  or  Babbiusa,  a  very  remarkable 
ravine,  "  wilder  than  the  Via  Mala," 
of  which  the  W.  «de  only  is  cultj. 
vated  and  inhabited  by  a  German 
Protestant  population  of  about  1000 
souls,  who  were  settled  here  in  the 
days  of  the  Ilohenetaufen  Emperors. 
The  almost  uninhabited  E.  side  is  in 
places  formed  by  precipices,  the  rooky 


EOtTTE  81, 


Mayenfeld  (7™,  AltB  Post)  is  an 
ancient  walled  town  of  1200  Inhab., 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Khine,  but  «t  a 
little  distance  irom  the  river.  It 
stands  on  the  high  road  from  Bregens 
to  Coire,  about  12  m.  N.  of  the  latter 
place,  opposite  to  R^atz,  with  which 
It  is  connected  hy  a  Krry.  It  is  the 
chief  town  of  the  Le^e  of  the  10 
Jurisdicti<«s  (Zehngenchten-Bimd). 
There  is  a  cross-road  direct  from 
MayenMd  to  Molans,  but  it  is  better 
to  ioUow  the  high-road  as  tiur  as  the 
Zollbriicke,  and  there  to  turn  off  on 
the  L  to  Malans,  a  villl^  of  1054 
Inhab,,  overlooked  by  several  ruined 
castles,  and  situated  near  ihe  mouth 
of  the  Prettigau  (Pratigovia,  i.  e.  val- 
ley of  meadows  ;  in  Romansch,  Val 
Partenz).  The  entrance  of  that  valley 
is  through  a  narrow  goi^  or  defile, 
called  Klus,  a  mile  long,  broken 
through  by  some  geolr^cal  pheno- 
mena, so  OS  to  give  passage  to  the 
waters  of  the  Landqnart,  a  furious 
torrent.  This  pass  was  once  com- 
manded by  the  castle  Fragstein, 
whose  ruins  are  sliU  visible ;  a  waU, 
extending  down  to  the  I^andqnart, 
once  closed  the  paesoge  into  the  val- 
tay.  The  valley  abounds  in  fine  see- 
shut    in   by  high  mountains 


nd  gtacie 
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It  DootBim  It  population  of  abont 
10,000,  who  all  speak  Gennui,  though 
the  Dunes  of  placeB  are  all  BoDntasch. 
The  li,  or  H.  Bide  of  the  vaUey  is 
occupied  by  the  Alpine  chain  of  the 
lOiatiltoa,  which  «eparid«B  it  from 
the  Vorarlberg  and  from  the  Tale  of 
Monlafim.  Its  most  remarkable  sum- 
mita  are  the  Falknisi,  overlookingthe 
Rhine,  the  Scesa  Plana,  and  the  Fer- 
mnnd  (Ftrrtut  Mont),  on  the  borders 
of  the  Engadine.  It  is  crossed  by 
several  passes — one  is  called  Dnuer- 
Thor. 

The  Frettigau  may  be  approached 
by  the  traveller  coming  from  Coire  b; 
a  cut  brftnching  off  &om  the  main 
road  a  Uule  below  Ziiers,  without 
going  round  by  Mayeufeld  or  Molaus. 
A  Uderable  canit^-road  has  been 
made  up  the  valley  as  far  as  Kubi ', 
above  Pid»is.  I)iligmoe  from  Coire 
thilh^  runs  from  June  to  Sept.  15. 
Above  Kubis  it  ispwccicabte  for  chars 
as  for  as  Klostera  and  Davos. 

The  road  ascends  on  the  rc  bank  of 
the  I.uidquart  by  Griisoh.  Thence 
the  path  runs  by  Schiersch  toRutiueoi 
above  which  it  crosses  the  stream  and 
scales  the  heights  to 

Fideris.  About  2  miles  S.  of  the 
village,  in  a  wild  and  romantic  nook 
of  the  mountains,  stand  the  Batia  of 
Fidrrii,  considered  ef&cacious  in  cases 
of  inlermittenc  fevers,  supplied  by 
several  alkaline  acidulous  springs,  the 
strongest  of  their  class  in  Switzerland, 
and  strongly  resembling  Seltzer  water.  | 
Victors  are  accommodated  in  two  i 
Bath-houses,  capable  uf  lodging  more  | 
thui  200  persons.  The  visitors  are 
almost  exclusif  ely  Swiss. 

"  There  is  a  decent-looking  inn  at 
the  village  of  Fideris,  but  you  are 
surer  of  accommodation  at  the  Batbs, 
where  the  table-d'hote  is  well  sup- 
plied, and  the  scene  is  always  unue- 
mg."— J.  F. 

Above,  and  to  the  rt.  of  the  village 
of  Fideria,  rises  the  ruined  castle  of 
Strahleck  i  and,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Landquart,  opposite,  that  of  Caslels, 
which  was  stormed  and  taken,  in  1622, 
by  tbe  peasants,  armed  with  sticks 
atona,  from  the  soldiers  of  the  Em- 
peror Ferdinand,  who  at  tliat  period 


wanted  to  make  himself  master  of  the 
passes  of  the  Orisons,  to  extinguish 
the  Protestant  religion  in  this  coun- 
try, and  to  seize  and  banish  its  mi- 
nisters. A  path  leads  8.  in  3i  hrs., 
over  the  mountains,  into  the  Schalfik- 
thaL 

Aboot  13  miles  above  Fideris,  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Idndquart,  lies 
Klosters  (/im:  Hirscb,alow  and  poor 
house  near  the  bridge),  a  village  named 
after  a  convent  suppressed  15:^8. 

A  path  perfectly  practicable  in  a 
char,  but  said  to  be  neither  very  easy 
nor  much  frequented,  goes  hence  S. 
over  the  Stutz  into  the  Davos-thal. 
Another  path  runs  E.  over  the  Sel- 
rretta  into  the  Engadine,  np  the  valley 


DaVaas,  identical  with  FU: 
map,  and  a  grotesque  and  curious  old 
tAwn)  is  the  chief  place  in  the  valley. 
The  Bathhaua  wss  formerly  decorated 
with  more  than  30  wolves'  heads  slun 
in  the  neighbourhood— proof  of  the 
prevalence  of  these  animals.  A  wolf- 
net  (wolf-game)  is  still  hung  up  here, 
but  the  animals  have  diminished  greatly 

"  The  building  is  at  present  used  as 
an  Inn,  and  in  its  primitive  style  these 
moontuns  perhaps  do  not  afibrd  a 
better.  The  Davos-thal,  below  Plai, 
retains  its  pastoral  character  as  f^  as 
Glaris.  Farther  down  it  is  much 
contracted,  and  at  Schmelzboden  is 
tbe  seat  of  extensive  iron-works." — 
J.  F. 

'■  At  Al  veneu  youfindyonrself  i^in 
in  a  more  peopled  and  cultivated  re- 
gion ;  on  the  L  appears  Filisur  (p.  227), 
at  the  debouchure  of  the  Albula,  and 
the  Davo^  Thai  ends  at  the  junction 
of  the  streams."— J.  F. 

ROUTE  8lA. 

THE  STBELA  (9  hrs.). 

"The   Schalfik  Thai   (before   tbe 

nonth  of  which  Coire  is  built,  on  tbe 

Danka  of  the  Plessur,  which  issues  tWun 

it)  leads  up  lo  this  past.    Tbe  path 
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runs  along  the  heists  on  the  rt.  of  the 
river  ;  md  ftfter  a  continuous  ascent 
of  newly  an  hour  from  Coire,  reaches 
H&laderg,  the  first  tUIb^  of  the  val- 
ley. The  Col  of  the  StreU  is  visible 
from  this  point,  but  7  hrs.  more  will 
be  required  to  Burmount  it.  On  the 
mouDtaina  to  the  W.,  beyond  the  river, 
the  road  to  the  Julier  pass,  having 
climbed  the  heights  like  the  Strela 
rte.,  is  seen  making  its  iraj  along 
them  lowards  the  S.,  and  irilf  remain 
in  sight  for  a  considerable  time.  Coire 
and  the  valley  of  the  Rhine,  that  has 
been  visible  during  the  ascent  to 
Maloders,  now  pass  out  of  view,  as  the 
traveller  sdcances  up  IbeSchalfikThaL 
"  This  is  a  very  extraordinary  ral- 
' " ""     There  are  no  vilh^es  in  ' '    '    ' 


mthe 


vation  above  the  Flesaur,  and  hi 
apparently  no  commumcatioa  wit£ 
one  another  acroae  its  stream,  which 
flows  at  the  bottom  of  a  broad  and 
profound  gnlf,  sunk  between  i^«:i- 
pices  relieved  with  woods.  From 
Moiaders  to  Langwlesen,  a  distance 
of  nearly  5  leagues,  the  path  can 
scarcely  ever  be  less  than  1000  feet 
above  the  river.  Jt  passes,  on  its 
way,  through  eereral  liUaeea,  occu- 
pying tracts  of  ground  on  the  topa  of 
spurs  or  promontories  projecting  from 
the  northern  mouBtains,  and  divided 
from  one  anolhar  by  lateral  ravines, 
which  have  to  be  dipped  into  and 
doubled  round.  Upon  Uie  streams  in 
the  depths  of  these  ravinea,  mills  are 
ft«quently  discovered.  The  circuitooa 
course,  and  the  ups  and  downs  on 
eround  of  this  nature,  render  the  way 
longer  than  it  miKhC  seem  by  the  map. 
To  the  S.  of  the  nver,  and  also  on  Che 
W.,  nhere  the  Jnlier  road  runs,  the 
character  of  the  country  is  of  a  similar 
kind.  The  valley  and  chain  fonna- 
tion  of  the  Alps  is  not  perceptible 
here.  As  in  the  Lugnetier  Thai,  the 
mountains  are  collected  into  clustere 
behind  the  high  inhabited  plains, 
knolts,  and  strips  of  land,  which  are 
oflen  varied  thetnsel' 


hills  a 


The  E 


□  one  side  of  the 
towards  the  hollows  between  thoee  on 
the  oth«r,  and  help  to  ieeOoj  the 


appearances  of  a  regular  valley,  which 
the  course  of  the  river  might  other- 
wise  make.  One  of  the  finest  views 
of  the  gchalGk  Thai  is  from  Cal- 
freisen,  a  village  with  an  ancient 
lower  crowned  with  trees.  The 
snowy  mountains  of  the  Kalfenser 
Thai  are  seen  through  the  opening  of 
the  valley-  The  large  village  of 
Ischiertschen  is  a  prominent  object  on 
the  southern  pile  of  Alps ,-  and  that  of 
Malix,  upon  the  Jnlier  road,  on  those 
to  the  W. 

"  The  houses  in  the  Schalfik  Thai  are 
well  built.  At  St.  Peter's  and  Lan^- 
wiesen,  the  parsonages  are  marked  oy 
inscriptions,  and  the  schoolOiouse  at 
Feist  bas,  besides,  a  few  verses  on  its 

"  Langwiesen  is  reached  in  5^  hours 
from  Coire  ;  in  2  more  (he  col  is 
gained,  Che  last  half-hour  being  stiff 
work  in  zigzags.  The  height  of  the 
pass,  a  slight  round  depression  between 
two  craggy  summits,  is  nearly  7  700  ft. 
above  the  sea.  Looking  back  from  its 
crest,  the  whole  course  of  the  Schalfik 
Thai  may  be  traced  among  its  moun- 
tains i  beyond  the  valley  of  (he  Rhine 
is  the  Galanda ;  and  still  more  dis- 
tant, the  Alps  of  the  Kalfeuser  Thai, 
and  the  snowy  group  at  its  head,  on 
the  confines  ol  Glariis  and  the  Gri- 
sons.  The  view  in  the  other  direction 
is  best  seen  after  a  short  descent.  It 
then  comprises  all  the  sommits  of  the 
chain  towards  the  Engadin,  from  the 
valley  of  the  Albnla  to  the  Tyrolese 
frontier.  The  blunt  black  pyramid  of 
the  Schwarzhom  Is  in  the  middle, 
just  opposite  the  Strela ;  and  the  head 
of  the  Fiz  Linard  (11,200  ft),  th« 


Schwarzhom. 

"  The  valley  of  Davos  is  soon  over- 
looked on  the  descent.  At  its  head 
reposes  the  Gross  See,  set  in  grass 
and  woods.  Just  above  it  is  the  pass 
of  Stm,  more  than  2000  feet  beneath 
the  Strela,  and  leading  into  the  Priit- 
tigau.  The  bold  crag^  ebtiit  of  the 
Rbjitikon,  seen  over  this  low  pass, 
bounds  the  hollow  of  that  vallef  (o  th« 
north. 
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"A  steep  desceot  of  an  hour  fi-Am  the 
Streln  bnngfl  one  to  Davos  Plaz,  a 
secluded   Tillage,   whose    houees    are 


scattered  over  part  of 

uf  grass,  forming  an  open  reach 
of  the  raUey,  nbout  half-a-mile  brood 


and  three  in  length,  the  sides  of 
enclosing  monnuuns  being  coverea 
with  line  forests  to  a  good  height. 
The  church  of  Dnvoa  hiu  a  lofty,  ta- 
penng  spire.  The  inn,  where  good 
pedestrian's  accommodation  may  be 
had,  is  the  next  house  to  the  church  ; 
it  is  called  the  Bathhaua,  but  has  no 
external  signs  of  being  a  house  of 
entertainment.  Tbongh  Btrangers  sel- 
dom come  here,  it  is  much  frequented 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  canton^  and 
is  a  good  place  for  the  study  of  Orison 
character." — E.  E. 

EOUTE  81b. 


thai 

about  a  mile  shore  "BXax.     The  path 
mns   on  the  rt.  bulk  of  its   atreom 
nearly  the  whole  way,  crossing  to  the 
other  side  only  for  a  very  short  time- 
when  about  half  the  length  of  the  val- 
ley has  been  traversed.     The  ascer' 
is  ea«y  throughout,  and  the  path  di 
tinctly  marked.      There   is   little  r 
markable  in  the  scenery,  which  is 
a  wild  and  dreary  nature.     The  dea< 
lation  increases  with  the  height,  ai 


nnlt«  to  form  the  main  stream  of  the 
Tolley.  In  this  basin  rock  and  mossy 
grass  are  mingled  in  about  equal  pro- 
portions I  pstdies  of  snow  hang  on  the 
■teeps  around  i  over  all  is  the  sombre 
peak  of  the  Sdiwarzhom,  with  its 
glaciers  beneath.  Leaving  behind  this 
unattractive  but  characterigUc  scene, 
the  traveller  finds  himself  at  once  on 
the  summit  of  the  Flliela  (7900  ft.). 
It  is  a  smalt  plain  oumpied  by  two 
pools,  and  within  4  hours  walk  &om 

"  After  a  gradual  descent  lin*  a  time 


towards  the  S.,  a  wild  barren  valley  is 
overlooked,  running  down  from  W.  to 
E.  Its  head  seems  to  lie  a  consider- 
able distance  to  the  rt.,  behind  the 
Schwarihom,  and  among  the  glaciers. 
The  path,  turning  to  the  I.,  is  con- 
ducted along  the  mountain  aide  above 
this  valley,  into  which  it  descends  by 
degrees.  It  then  follows  the  L  bank 
of  the  stream  for  a  long  while,  only 
crossing  to  the  rt,  a  little  distance 
above  Siis,  where  it  joins  the  road  of 
llie  Engadin.  Stia  is  a  good  2^  hours' 
walk  from  the  tup  of  the  Fliiela. 

"  N.  B.  The  traveller  going  by  this 
pass  (rora  Siis  must  remember  to  cross 
the  river  to  the  1.  or  N.  bank  at  the 
first  bridge.  He  m^ht  otherwise 
easily  overshoot  the  stream  foiling 
into  the  valley  from  the  FlBela,  and 
be  led  away  past  it  up  the  valley, 
where  there  is  a  track  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  river  to  mislead  him. 


is  the  n 


s  the 


country  between  Davos  and  Siis  is 
very  inaccurately  laid  down  in  Keller's 
map,  where,  among  other  errors,  the 

Eaas  of  the  Fliiela  is  made  to  lie  at  the 
ead  of  the  valley,  up  which  the  path 

"  It  is  a  walk  of  5  hours  down  the 
Engadin  from  Siis  to  the  baths  of 
Tarasp,  The  path  branches  off  from 
the  main  road  on  the  heights  near 
Ardeti,  passes  through  that  village, 
descends  into  the  gorge  of  the  Inn  to 
a  hidden  bridge,  cjoBHCS  it,  and  ascends 
to  the  heights  on  the  S.  of  the  river. 
The  position  of  Tarasp  is  marked  by 
its  old  castle,  perched  on  a  conical 
hill  In  the  elevated  plain  where  the 
villsge  stands.  From  here  there  is  a 
splendid  view  of  the  Engadin  and  its 
mountains,  both  up  and  down  the  val- 
ley. Some  very  grand  rocky  peaks 
rise  directly  at  Ibe  back  of  the  plateau 
of  Tarasp  ;  the  high  village  of  Fettan 
is  conspicuous  on  u«  other  side  of  Ihe 
Inn ;  and  the  Schwarzhom  closes  the 
view  to  the  W.  The  inns  attached 
to  the  baths  are  not  at  Tarasp,  but 
a  mile  or  two  farther  on,  at  the 
village  called  by  Keller  Vulpera. 
Here,  at  the  Albergo  Conzetti,  very 
good  accommodation  is  to  be  had  (see 
nte.  84).  The  mineral  spring  is  ^  an 
I.  3 
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bonr's  walk  above  the  hoteb,  at 
foot  of  a  cliff  by  tbe  aide  of  the  r 
laa."-B.  E. 


lapiea  =  52  Bag,  m. 
:rittge-road  fioiahed  1839.      It 
raed  daily  in  Biimmer  except 
,  by  a  diligent-  aa  &r  aa  Sama- 


BBpect  A  constant  and  steep  ascent 
throngh  more  picturesque  scenery 
brings  Tou  to  tbe  village  of 

3J  Mvlina  (Miihleo),  a  ^ood  i 

-""iran  excellent  hot«l,  in  a  bi 


aUnle 
hMuh- 


nof  tl 


Taller,  and  roorossLng  it  to  the  n 
tillage  of  Saur-  and  Marmek,  brings 
you  at  length  to 

Biyio  or  SlaUa,  at  the  footof  the  Pits 
d'Emet,  (the  Capuchin  who  acts  fa 
parish  prieal  would  posaibly  accom- 
lodate  a  traveller.)     Thin  very  poor 


Sehaifih-thal,  and  passes  through  the    Julier  and  Septi 
villages  of  Malix,  '  '"• ''  '-"  "■"  ^"' 

25  Cbunvalden,  and  Parpan  ;  then, 
over  a  barren  beath,  to 
Leni.— (/tin:    Krone  i   a  tolerahh 


dining- place.)    Here  the  road  divides ;    shut  in  by  high 

one  branch,  a  path,  runs  to  the  Aibula  !  — • -~  ' 

(Bte.  83)  i  the  other  is  the  carriage- 
road  to  the  Jnlier.  Beyond  Leni. 
the  Romansch  tongue  (p.  191)  is 
almost  excluaiyely  spoken;  even  Ger- 
man ia   rarely  understood,  except  in 

The  river  AJbula  is  crossed  in  order 

3J  Tiefenhaaten  (Bom.  Caat6),  (/Vw 
execrable),  a  village,  aituoled,  as  its 
name  implies,  in  a  deep  hollow,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Oberhalbstem,  or  Tal> 
ley,  running  up  to  tho  foot  of  the  Ju- 
lier and  Septimer,  a'  distance  of  about 
ao  m.  It  is  scattered  over  with  ruins 
of  castles  ;  no  less  than  10  of  which 
may  still  be  counted,  "and  conoen- 
trales  in  itself  the  most  extraordinary 
oon^nnation  of  grand  features  in  the 
whole  pass.'' — J.  F. 

The  path  leading  to  the  Aibula 
Pass  (p.  228)  turns  to  the  L  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Oberhalhstein. 

Immediately  above  Tiefenkasten, 
the  road  is  (iarrieil  through  a  remarh- 
able  gorge  called  the  Stiin,  which 
has  been  compared,  in  the  grandeur 
of  its  scenery,  with  the  Via  Mala 
(Rte.  87), 

The  valley  qear  Turaen  is  ve|<y 
bleak  and  bare  ;  its  inhabitants,  the 
women  especially,  have  a  most  squalid 


The  Septimi 

the  Val  BregBglia  (Rte.  89); 

takes  2  hrs.  from  Bivio  to  reach  lie 

immiL     The  S.  slope  is  very  steepL 

Bivio  is  plaoed  in  a  secluded  basin. 


..  that  all  vegetation  is 

stunted.  Not  a  tree  can  grow  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  people  are  re- 
duced to  bum  sheep-dung  for  fneL 
PoUloea  rarely  ripen  at  this  height— 
.^j630  ft.  above  the  sea. 

It  takes  about  2  hrs.  to  aacend  from 
gtalla  to  the  summit  of  the  Julier  Pats, 
6830  ft.  above  the  aea  level.  The  as- 
cent is  not  difRcult,  and  the  pass  ia 
remarkably  safe  from  avalanches.  Its 
scenery  is  not  partumlarly  ^raud.  the 
outline  of  the  mounlaios  bemg  round. 
On  the  top,  the  road  passes  between 
two  rudely  hewn  pillars  or  nileatoDes 
of  granite  (derived  from  the  n^gh- 
bouring  mountains),  believed  to  be 
Roman,  called  Julias'i  Coltanna.  They 
ore  idraut  4  !L  high,  destitute  of  in< 
scrip^on,  but  may  have  been  aet  upas 
mile-stones  in  the  time  of  Augustus, 
who  caused  a  Roman  highway  to  be 
carried  from  Chiavenna  over  the 
passea  of  the  Maloja  and  Julier.  A 
carriage-rood  was  nirmed  across  this 
pass  to  Bt.  MoritE,  in  1823  -,  but  as 
no  attempt  was  made,  IJll  very  lately, 
!  to  improve  the  approach  to  it  through 
the  Oberhalbstran,  little  adranlage 
was  gained  by  it  Flocks  of  Bet^ 
mesque  sheep  are  often  found  on  the 
highest  pastures,   near  the  summit  of 


Switzerland,     boute  8 
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easv  descent  leada  into  the  Engadine, 
to  the  village  of 

5  Silva  flana  (/n»;  Croix  BlaDche), 
situated  betweea  two  smnll  lakea, 
which  are  feeders  and  reservoira  of 
the  river  Ian,  at  tbe  jonctioo  of  the 
roads  from  the  two  pasees  of  the  Ju- 
lier  and  Ualojo,  556U  ft.  above  tbe  sea. 
Od  the  L  bank  of  the  Inn  standg 
St.  ^oritz.—Inas :  Obere  GasthoC 
best  :  the  only  one  affording  toler- 
able accoaunodation  :  Mittiere  and 
UDtere  Gaathof  :  the  inna  were  shut 
upby  the  17th  Sept.  1^44.  Tbia  little 
villBge  is  rising'  into  repute  in  SwiC- 
lerland  a«  a  walering-place,  apun  the 
strength  of  its  werv  powerful  chalv- 
beate  waters,  first  described,  15^!l,  bj 
Pwacelsus.  The  spring  rises  at  Che 
foot  of  Mount  Ko&egg,  on  the  rL  bank 
of  the  Ion,  in  a  marshy  meadow,  ^0 
min.  walk  from  the  vilh^e  ]  the  visi- 

KuFhans  has  been  built  over  it.  Tbe 
water  is  heated  to  supply  the  baths. 
The  village  eontaina  but  160  Inhab. 
'  Its  situation  on  the  W.  and  S.  slopes 
of  a  hill  is  really  delightful,  oierlook- 
ing  the  inn,  and  several  beautiful 
green  lakes  which  Chat  river  forms  in 
this  part  of  its  course.  Tbe  climace 
is  loo  cold  to  allow  even  barley  to 
flourish ;  the  surrounding  land  is 
chiefly  laid  out  in  pastures,  which  are 
let  to  Bergamesque  ahmtherds  ;  and 
there  are  some  forests  of  larch  on  the 
neigbbouriug  mountains.  The  little 
lake  close  to  tbe  village,  which  is 
generaUv  frozeB  over  aom  St.  An- 
drew's-ilay  (the  end  of  November)  to 
tbe  beginning  of  May.  Furnishes  capi- 


aide  of  the  puipit — the 

and  other  villages,  being 
profanely  used  as  an  engine-house. 
He  found  the  office  of  watchman  hlled, 
and  its  duties  discharged,  by  a  woman, 
and  a  temale  also  occupied  the  situa- 
tion of  iH^er,  the  bakehouse  being  the 
property  of  ^e  parish. 

'tiie  principal  ExeurtioKt  (a  be  made 
fr»m  St.  Uonti  are  up  tbe  valley  to 
tbe  Lngiu  See,  the  aonrca  of  the  Inn 


(Bte.  89)  ;  to  tbe  rreat  Bemina  gla- 
cier (R(e.  85)  i  and  down  the  vaUey 
to  the  pass  of  i'instermiin2  (Rle.  84). 
S^Samadan. 


4^  Lenz,  it  is  identical  with  the 
pre<^ing  route,  but  at  Lenz  it  turns 
round  the  shoulder  of  the  mountain 
£.,  laaving  Tiefenkast«n_on  the 
d  passin  ■  ■■■ 
ascends  the  v 
L  towers  the  castle  of  Belfort,  on  an 
almost  inaccessible  rock.  In  about  3 
miles  more  we  reach  the  baths  of 
Alveneii,  on  the  rt.  bank  ofUieAlbula, 
and  between  1  and  2  m.  from  the  vil- 
lus of  the  same  name,  and,  crossing 
the  mouth  of  tbe  Davos  Thai  and  the 
stream  runniog  out  of  it,  follow  the 
Albula,  asoendjng,  in  a  S.E.  direction, 

2|  Filisar,  a  large  while  and  pic- 
turesque village  on  its  rt.  bank,  hav- 
ing a  marked  resemblance  in  its  pe- 
cmiarities  to  the  villages  of  the  Enga- 
dine.  Near  it  stand  the  ruins  of 
Schloss  Greifenstein.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  this  and  the  adjoining  valley 
emigrate  from  home  to  various  parts 
of  Europe,  where  they  exercise  the 
craft  of  pastry-cooks,  frequently  re- 
turning hither  to  end  their  days  in 
opuieoee  earned  by  industry.  Two 
miles  above  Filisar  are  tbe  abandoned 
silver-mines  of  Bonacelso,  and  i  miles 
from  hence  tbe  path  enters  the  narrow 
ravine  called  Ba-guner-Bteia,  which, 
tike  that  near  Tiefenkasl«a  (p.  22t>), 
has  been  compared  with  the  Via 
Mala ;  "  and  certainly  in  some  re- 
spects bears  a  strong  resemblance, 
though  of  fer  inferior  extent  and  sub- 
limity. Its  outlet,  however,  is  sin- 
gularly fine." — J.  F,  For  a  distance 
of  more  than  1000  ft.  the  path  is 
hewn,  or  blasted,  out  of  the  faco  of 
the  rock,  and  tbe  Albula  roara  at  a 
depth  of  500  or  600  fL  belnw. 


its,    speak  iDg    KomanBchi,    uid 

nmlecetirs  or  carters  by  {arofession. 
It  ia  beautifuUj  situated  amoDi;  the 
muunCains.  A  ProteslaDt  synod  was 
held  here  ISIT. 

A  ate^p  ascent  leads  to  the  inn  or 
chalet  of 

2  Weisseustem,  4d00  ft.  above  (he 
sea,  in  the  vioinity  <tf  a  small  lake, 
the  founlain-bead  of  the  AlbnlB, 
which  furnishes  a  supply  of  delioioDs 
red  trout.  "*  A  few  stanled  firs  are 
scattered  about  the  lower  end,  where 
the  water  is  shallow  ;  on  all  other 
sides  the  lake  lies  dark  and  treeless, 
beneath  the  fri^tful  precipices  that 
tower  aboce."  The  aaceat  from  this 
point  is  very  rapid;  the  path  lies  along 
the  N.  side  of  the  lake  ;  traces  of  the 
Boman  road  may  be  discorered  near 
tllia.  A  SBTBge  ravine,  called  Triim- 
mer-thal,  becaase  filled  with  li-i^ 
menta  of  broken  rocks,  hurled  down 
from  the  heists  above,  along  with 
the  avalanches,  which  render  this  part 
of  the  pass  dangerous  in  Spring,  brings 
the  traveller  to 

1^  The  summit  of  the  Pasa  ef  tAe 
Albrila,  The  culminating  point,  marked 
by  a  cfoss,  ia  6980  tt.  almve  the  eea^ 
level ;  near  it  is  another  small  lake. 
It  is  a  scene  of  complete  deaolstioD. 
On  the  N.  of  the  path  rise  the  two 
peaka  of  the  Albula — Crap  Alv,  ,or 
White  Bock,  T560  fC  ;  and  on  ^e 
S.E.  that  of  Piz  Err,  8TT0  ft,  h^. 

The  descent  into  the  Ober  Enga- 
dine  is  alao  at  times  exposed  to  ava- 
lanchea.     ■ 

2  Pont,  or  Punt  {"  ftn .-  Couronne, 
not  very  bad).  The  villaee  lies  just 
at  the  toot  of  the  pass,  and  In  one  of 
the  moat  striking  and  populous  qwu'- 
ters  of  thia  singular  vaHey."— J.  P. 
See  Rte.  84. 
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part,  bnt  tcderably  wdl  oonstmoted 
and  kept  in  the  upper  valley," — J.  P. 
The  Gngadine,  or  Valley  of  the 
Umter  Inn,  is  nearly  60  au\gt  long, 
aod  is  one  of  the  highest  inhabiteil 
valleys  amoi^  the  A^g,  varying  be- 
tween an  elevation  of  5600  ft.  above 
the  sea,  at  Sils,  the  highest  vitl^e, 
and  32S4  ft.  at  Martinabruck,  the 
lowest.      There  is  no   other    raJIey 


1T|  hra.  -■  52  Eng.  miles. 
A  Bbar-road  traverses  the  Enga- 
line,   "bareljr  paauble  in  iu  lower 


to  be  foaoA  at  so  liigh  an  elevation. 
It  has  at  least  20  tnbutary  valleys. 
Owing  to  this  high  elevation,  aod  tbe 
iey  tiarrier  of  enormous  glaciers  which 
separates  it  from  Italy  on  the  S.,  it 
posaeeses  a  most  uDgenial,  nay,  severe 
climate.  In  the  lai^uage  of  its  in- 
habitants it  has  9  months  of  winter 
and  3  of  oold  weather.  The  only 
grain  grown  in  it  is  rye  and  barley, 
a  stunted  crop ;  and,  in  the  upper 
portion,  potatoes  rarely  come  to  ma- 
turity i  yet  it  is  one  of  the  moat  opu- 
lent valleys  among  the  Alps  ;  bat  the 
source  of  its  we^Ch  must  be  sought 
for  in  another  theatre  than  the  vaUey 
itself.  Its  inhabitants,  aware  of  tho 
inclemency  of  their  climate  and  of  the 
barrennesa  of  its  scnl,  are  but  little 
addicted  to  agriculture.  The  sorface, 
where  not  actually  bare  rock,  is  eiUier 
covered  withfbreslsorconvertedto  pas- 
ture, with  the  exception  of  amail  patches 
on  the  lower  grounds,  set  apart  for  the 
plough  or  spmle.  Yet  even  of  thia  the 
natives  appear  to  take  small  account  ; 
tbey  let  their  pHstures  annually  to  the 
Bergamesque  Ehepherds,  and  intrast 
th^  mowing  of  their  meadows  aJod 
the  galheriog  of  the  hay-harvest  to 
T^rolese  haymakers,  who  repair 
hither  at  the  season  when  their  la- 
bour is  required.  The  sons  of  the 
valley,  fiir  the  moat  part,  emigrate  at 
an  early  a.ge,  aoatter  themselves  over 
all  parta  of  the  Continent,  and  may 
be  round  in  most  of  die  great  capitals 
a-ra^i.i^^  .Vn  professions  of  pastry- 


aiderable   wealth,    auT  become   mil- 
lionnaires  in  Boriaa,  with  which  th^ 
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retire  to  end  their  days  ty  the  side 

of  the  Blream  of  *'■- ■■ "— 

They  display  the 


minding 
■  London, 


native  taUev. 
wealth  espeoially 
the  architecture  of  their  houses, 
wbioh  are  distinguished  by  their 
liirge  dimensions,  by  their  decorations 
of  whitewash  and  fresh  paint  They 
are  ocoasionaUy  decked  out  even  witb 
fresco  frieses,  aod  pillars 
one  of  the  pretension  to 
cockney  citiien's  box  ne 
combined  with  the  studied  neatnesa 
of  a  Dutchinan's  country-house,  both 
equally  unexpeclad  and  out  of  place 
amidat  the  savage  landscape  of  a 
Griaon  vaJley.  "But  the  unvarying 
features  are  their  m^nitude  and 
aolidity,  the  brilliancy  of  Iheir  whiter 
■  wash,  and  their  little  windows,  fre^ 
quently  only  a  single  pane,  imbedded 
1)  foot  in  the  massive  sMne  wall, 
and  better  adapted  to  exclude  the 
cold  tban  to  admit  the  light."— (J.  F.) 
Poverty  is  rare,  b^gary  almost  nn- 
IcBown  ;  and  the  people,  who  are, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
parishes,  Proteslants,  are  creditably 
diattngoished  for  their  morality,  and. 
are  exempt  from  the  vices  common 
in  other  parts  of  Swiuerland.  Their 
pastors  are  held  in  great  respect, 
their  pay  is  miserable ;  ""  " 
striking  proof  of  the 
toitmtary  system.  Th 
strictJy  observed  ;  strangers  only  are 
a)low«l  on  that  day  to  ride  or  drive 
uatil  after  church  time. 

The  accommodation  of .  travellers 
is  not  much  studied  in  the  Engadine. 
The  Inns  (except  at  St.  Moritz  and 
Tarasp)  are  very  inferior,  and  the 
traveller  who  resorts  to  tbem  must 
be  prepared  often  to  oontent  himself 
with  hard  rye-bread,  baked  only  once 
a  quarter,  eggs,  cheese,  and  perh^s 
co&e.  The  universal  language  is 
the  Ladin  (see  p.  191)  ;  but  Eunong 
tbe  returned  emigrants,  in  almost 
every  viUuge.  may  be  found  indivi' 
duals  spewing  French,  Italian,  or 
even  Enghsh.  Many  of  tbe  retired 
pfttisaiers  are  utherwisa  well-infonned 
men,  so  that  it  is  seldom  that  the 
Stranger  will  not  find  an  interpreler. 
The  wine  of  tbe  Valteline  may  be 
had    good   and    che^   and   pastry 


B&urding   a 

working  of  a 

sabbath     i; 


(made  with  floor  imported  from  St. 
Gall)  is  set  before  the  traveller  in 
spats  where  wheaten  bread  is  not  to 
be  had  i  indeed,  some  villages  which 
cannot  boast  a  shoemaker  or  a  Udlor, 


the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps— a  wild, 
dark,  and  scowling  clasa  of  men,  but 
hardy  and  honest,  clad  in  homespun 
brown  and  white  blankets,  and  feed- 
ing frugally  on  water  pollenta  of 
maiM-meal,  and  a  httle  cheese.  They 
arrive  about  the  beginning  of  July, 
with  their  fiocks  lean  ai3  meagre, 
after  their  long  march,  performed 
generally  in  the  cool  of  the  niriit. 
After. a  solitary  sojourn  of  nearly  3 
months,  spendine  often  the  night  as 
well  as  day  in  the  open  air  among 
their  flocks,  they  return  home  with 
fattened  kine  and  long  fleeces,  which 
are  aold  to  the  wool  manufacturers 
of  Bergamo. 


Inn,  on  quitti^  the  small  lake,  forma  a 
pretty  faU.  'Hie  first  villages  pasaed 
are  Cclerina  and 

1  Samaden  (Sommo  d'On,  Bo- 
manscb  ;  summum  fRni),  the  pnn- 
^lal  and  wealthiest  villt^  in  the 
Upper  Engadine,  with  500  Inhab. 
Iiua:  Poste;  Guillaome  TeU,  a  slo- 
venly and  repulsive  den,  but  tolerable 
fere.— J,  F,  Merc  ia  a  fair  Zhn  kept 
by  Dr.  Wettstein,  a  aurgeon,  an  intM- 
Ijgent   and   travelled  man.~^B.     Eii^ 


Samaden.   the    valley   < 

opens  out,  up  which  runs  tbe  road  to 

the  Bemina  (Kle.  85). 

Beyond  Bevers,  the  path  from  the 
Albula    (Rte.  83)  descends  into  the 

At  tbe  foot  of  the  Albula  lie  Pont 
(p.  22b)  and  Madulein ;  and  over 
iJiB  latter  village  towers  the  ruined 
Castle  of  Gardonal,  connected  with 
which  the  following  story  ia  told  ;— 
In  the  days  of  the  Faustrecht,  befbre 
Switzerland  was  free,  this  castle  was 
held  by  a  tyranstcal  and  liofmtious 
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Beigneor  or  bailiff  who  gre&tlj  op-  i 
pressed  the  peaaantr;  aroand,  retain- 
iDg  in  his  pa;  a  bo<l;  of  lawless  sol- 
diers for  the  purpose  of  DTerawini; 
his  neighbours.  This  libertine  lord, 
in  an  evil  hour,  cast  hia  eyes  on  the 
fair  daughter  of  Adam,  a  farmer  of 
the  opposite  village  of  Gamogaskc. 
The  maiden  was  still  of  a  tender  age, 
bat  of  surpassing  beanty,  like  an 
opeoii^  rosebud.  One  morning  her  i 
fattier,  who  doated  fondly  on  her, 
was  surprised  bj  a  summoas  brought  , 
b;  (wo  of  the  bailiff's  servants,  to  | 
oourej  his  daughter  to  the  castle,  I 
The  tatber  slined  bis  indignation,  | 
promised  obedience,  and  next  mom-  | 
ing  set  oat,  conducting  his  daughter,  ! 
attired  aa  a  bride,  ana  accompanied 
by  a  nnmber  of  hw  fHends  in  festiTe 
garments  as  to  a  wedding,  but  with 
monmful  mien.  Tbe  lord  of  tiie 
castle  watched  the  approach  of  his 
victim  with  impatience,  and  nishiiig 
down  to  meet  her  was  about  to  clasp 
her,  when,  ere  his  polluting  lips  could 
touch  her  fair  cheek,  her  fotber's 
dagger  was  buried  deep  in  bis  breast, 
and  bis  companions,  tbrgwing  off 
their  peacefiil  garb,  and  brandishing 
their  concealed  weapons,  feU  upon  the 
guards,  and  made  themselres  masters 
of  the  tyrant's  stronghold.  It  was 
iinmediU«ly  burnt,  and  from  that  day 
freedom  dawned  upon  tbe  aerls  of  (he 

3  Zatz,  or  Suoe,  is  a,  vilWe  of  550 
lahab.  An  old  tower  still  remuna 
of  the  StammhauB,  or  original  castle 
of  the  familj  of  Flanta,  who,  as  tar 
back  as  1139,  held  tbe  Ei^;adine  in 
feof.  The  climate  here  first  becomes 
a  little  milder,  Zuts  being  sheltered 
from  the  cold  blasts  desoending  from 
the  Maluya. 

"  Scan&  is  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  populous  Tillages  in  llie  valley. 
Here  the  smooth  road  of  the  Upper 
Engine  terminates,  and  the  charac- 
teristic features  of  the  habitations 
b«;jn  gradually  to  disappear.  The 
riUsges  below  this  scarcely  differ  in 
aapact  from  (hose  of  Tyrol"— J.  F. 
There  is  a  path  from  Scanfs  to  Davos, 
orer  tfae  Scaletla  pass,  7830  ft.,  a  dis- 
taaoa  of  about  20  m. 


At  the  PoQte  Alio,  under  the  Ca- 
sannaberg,  is  the  diyision  between 
Upper  and  Lower  Engadine.  The 
country  is  poor,  and  not  very  in- 
teresting, while  the  road  is  much 
rougher  and  more  hilly. 

6J  Cemeta,  or  Zemela  (ltm»:  Poste; 
Lion  d'Or,  wretched),  is  a  con- 
siderable village,  with  a  handsmne 
church  and  two  feudal  towers,  one  of 
which  anciently  belcoiged  to  a  branch 
of  the  Flanta  family,  and  is  called 
Wildeaberg.  Up  the  opposite  valley 
of  Fomo  runs  a  path  into  the  Miin- 
stec  Thai,  by  the  Buffalora  Pais — 6 
atonden ;  "  6  honrs'  hard  walking.  It 
is  a  tolerable  char-road,  but  may  be 
mistaken  without  a  guide.  After  a 
gradual  ascent  from  Zemeta,  it  de- 
scends  into  a  desolate  valley,  wtiere 
is  a  wretched  inn  (2  hrs.),  lAe  only 
house  between  tbe  two  placea.  Hie 
top  of  the  pass  is  reached  in  2^  hrs. 
from  this,  and  a  fine  view  is  obtained 
of  tbe  MiiDsl«r  Thai,  which  is  reached 
at  Tschi^  (1^  hr.)  :  2  hrs.  more 
bring  you  to  tianta  Maria."  By  the 
Vol  Forno  you  may  reach  Bonnio, 
at  the  Soot  of  the  grand  pass  of  the 
Slelvio. 

The  names  Lavin,  ZutE,  and  Ar- 
del^  '6  villages  in  diis  part  of  the 
Eo^dine,  are  aaid  to  k>e  a  Komonsch 
corrnptiun  of  tbe  Latin  I^vinium, 
TutiiuD,  and  Ardea. 

Tbe  road  winds  miudi  up  and  down 
to  reach  tbe  villages,  which  are  ofteii 
perched  on  tbe  top  of  steep  belghui, 
as  in  (be  case  of  Gnarda.  Between 
Ardeu  and  Fettan,  it  also  makes  a 
wide  sweep  away  from  the  river  Inn. 

Torasp,  on  the  rt.  hank  of  the  Inn, 
opposite  Fectan,  is  the  only  Roman 
Catholic  village  in  the  Engadine.  Its 
inhabitants  differ  &om  their  neigh- 
bours in  another  respect,  that  they  do 
not  emigrate.  Tbougb  less  eoligbt- 
ened,  perhaps,  they  devote  themselves 
to  tilbng  their  own  land.  "  Tarasp 
has  been  brought  into  notice  reoendy 
by  the  discovery  of  a  mineral  sprn^ 
close  to  the  margin  of  the  Inn,  below 
the  castle,  which  has  proved  very  at- 
tnu^re.  Various  hol^  and  lodging- 
houses  have  sprung  up  along  the  boe 
of  tbe  8t«^    In  IftU  th*  nnmber  of 
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lity,  and  a  plentiful  table  d' 
will  be  found  at  Ibe  Albergo  CoDxciti, 
the  principal  /nn.  It  is  by  far  tlie  best 
restm^placB  fbr  travellers  going  up  or 
down  the  Eogadine."— J.  F. 

6  Schuols  or  Schulz  (do  good  ac- 
commodation), the  most  populous 
a  iu  the  valley,  CODtaina  114H  In- 
,  and  is  prettily  situated.  There 
rs  much  com  laud  ue&r  this.  Ava- 
lanches Eometimea  fgjl  from  the  hill 
of  BallunB  bdiind. 

At  SchuoU,  tlie  first  Romansch 
trensUtioa  of  the  Bible  was  printed 
1679  (see  p.  1»1).  Perhaps  Che  most 
picturesque  scene  in  the  Engadine  is 
Dear  Bemus,  where  a  wooden  bridge, 
60  ft.  span,  is  thrown  over  the  deep 
go^  called  Wraunkit  Tobel,  tbrouKh 
which  a  torrent  issaes  out  of  the 
vale  of  Bamoscfa.  Above  the  bridge, 
which  is  called  Ponte  Piedra,  rises 
the  ruined  castie  Chiamnf^  burnt  by 
the  Austrians  in  1475. 

The  scenery  of  the  valley  of  the 
Inn  is  very  grand  on  approaching 

Martinabmcit  (Pomartino).  Here 
the  traveller,  afl«r  crossing  the  river, 
leaves  the  Inn  Co  find  its  way  directly 
througji  the  pass  of  Fiiuitermuaz;  the 
path  t^es  a  more  circuitous  route, 
and  ascends  a  considerable  wooded 
emioence,  fbrming  the  boundary  be- 
tween Switzerland  and  Tyrol,  and 
enters  rhe  Austrian  dominions  a  short 
while  before  reaching 

5i  Naudera,  where  there  is  a  (ole- 
rable  Inn,  about  a  mile  distant  from 
the  remarkable  defile  of  Finstermtinz. 
(See  H^NDBOOtt  for  South  GEBUAHr.) 

ROUTE  85. 

FH3S  OF  THE    BEGNINA,   FROM   SAKADEN 
THE     VALTELIKE, 


10  hours  ■=  32}  Eng.  m. 

A  bridle-path,  acc^aible  at  its  tv  o 
extremities  ibr  chars,  and  traversed 
yearly  bj-  700  or  800  mules.  It  ia 
neither  difficult  nor  dangerous.  It  is 
a  walk  of  11  hami  fnaa  St.  Moritt  to 


Madonna  di  Tirano.    This  pass  oSers 
several  msgniiiceat  views. 

Feraons  going  from  Tirano  to  Cbi- 
avenna,  or  vice  versfi,  should  remem- 
ber that  they  pass  out  of  the  Austrian 
States  and  re-enter  ihem;  therefore 


le  no  ioke  to  be 
turned  back  after  the  day  s  journey 

Between  S(-  Morilz  and  Madonna 
di  Tirano  tolerable  accommodation  is 
to  be  found  only  at  Pontresina. 

The  Bemina  is  a  very  lofty  chain 
of  mountains,  separating  the  valleys 
of  the  Engadine  and  of  Bregaglia  on 
the  N.,  from  the  ValCeline  on  the  S. 
They  vary  in  height  between  8000 
and  12,000  ft.;  the  highest  summits, 
rednoed  into  English  feet  from  the 
measurements  given  in  Keller's  map 
of  1850,  are  as  follows:— Piz  Morti- 
ratsch,  13,290;  Scersen,  12,910;  Pdu, 
12,830;  Monte delleDisgrazie,  12,070; 
CaEp<^:gio,  11,980;  I^a&calino,  10,930. 
Several  arduous  paths  cross  it,  bnt 
itie  most  frequented  is  that  called  par 
excellence  the  })emma  Pass, 

From  Samaden  (Rte.  84)  the  road 
turns  S.,  ascending  the  Val  Pontre- 
sina, by  the  rt.  bank  of  the  torrent 
Flatt  There  ia  a  footpath  from  St. 
Merita  to  Pontresina,  which  crosses 
the  Inn  between  the  lake  and  the 
waterfall,  and  leads  by  a  pool  and 
through  a  wood  over  the  shoulder  of 
the  low  spur  between  tlie  Inn  and  the 
FlatE.  By  this  path  Pontresina  is 
reached  from  St.  Moritz  aa  soon  as 
from  Samaden  by  the  car-road. 

li  Pontresina  (/nn.-  Aigle,  clean 
and  well  served,  the  best  iu  these 
mnontains),  a  considerable  villsge;  a 
good  specimen  of  the  style  of  the 
Engsdine.  Horsta  and  gwides  may  be 
procured  here  for  the  ascent  of  the 
pass.  "The  great  glacier  of  Morti- 
ratsch  is  pasted  almost  close  to  the 
road,  about  an  hour  above  Pontresina. 
It  fills  to  its  month  the  lateral  valley 
In  which  it  lies;  seeming  to  be  kept 
in  by  a  fir-clad  ridge  of  rock,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  cleft  in 
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leight  »boi 
fringe  of  treea.  This  glacier  U  of  the 
larKeat  size,  uid  hu  ui  imineDse  cen- 
tral monuDB.  Its  beftd  is  encircled 
by  a  number  of  sdowj  peaks,  unang 
tbem  the  Fix  Uortiratsch  and  the 
Palu."— B.  E. 

1{  Bemina  Inn — a  desolate  place, 
about  1  hour  below  the  anmnuC,  the 
baltine-I^Bce  for  the  mules. 

IJ  'nie  culminating;  point,  7180  (L 
above  the  sea-level,  lies  between  2 
small  takes,  the  Black  (Leg  Nair), 
which  discharges  into  the  uin,  and 
the  W/iite,  which  runs  into  the  Adda. 
Near  the  Lago  Bianco  a  path  brancbea 
off  to  the  I,  and  crossing  the  neigh- 
bouring ridge  of  the  Camin, 
byLsH  ■    ■ 

inland    . 
Taller  of  Paschiaio. 

"  The  main  route  is  continued  along 
the  rt.  (W.)  margin  of  the  lakes,  pass- 
ing close  to  them  tor  about  3  m.,  with 
the  very  fine  glacier  descending  close 
upon  it  from  the  Bemina.  The  stream 
which  issues  &om  the  lakes  falls  too 
preoipitously  into  the  valley  to  be  fol- 
Llwed  by  a  char,  and  accordingly  the 
road  takes  a  sweep  to  the  rt.,  turning 
a  shoulder  of  the  mountain,  and  thns 
aocompjisbing  die  1st  stage  of  the  de~ 
11  village  called  Cavaglia, 
""'  "  "berge.  Bears  are 
m  here.    At  this 

Cof  the  road  yon  obtain  a  magni- 
t  view  over  the  glacier  of  VrUpalu, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  configura- 
tions of  glaciers  which  can  be  seen  in 
Switzerland.  These  glaciers  give  an 
interest  to  this  path  route  far  supe- 
rior to  Ijiat  by  the  Tosa.  Henc«  the 
stream  makes  another  rapid  descent 
to  the  level  of  Pusohiavo,  of  which, 
and  of  the  beautiful  lake  beyond,  a 


ledges  of  rock,  and  down  narrow 
watercourses,  The  valley  road,  which 
is  excelleni,  and  ascentu  as  high  as 
Fiscadella,  is  entered  a  short  distance 
above  PuKhiavo." — £.  W. 

"  The  latter  route  is  so  full  of  ob- 
stTuctioaB  and  diffioolliea  (in  (he  de- 


scent npou  Puschiavo)  that  horsemen 
generally  prefer  the  ciroi ' 
della.  though  it  adds  i  ai 


ly  prefer  the  circuit  by  Fisca- 


joumey. 

"The  footpath  over  the  Bamina 
strikes  off  from  the  road,  on  the  plain 
which  occupies  the  summit  of  the 
pass,  exactly  at  the  watershed  be- 
ti^een  the  two  lakes.  It  continues 
along  the  W.  shore  of  the  Weiss  See, 
passii^  by  a  small  glacier,  till  tbe 
^un  and  the  lake  terminate  together. 
The  stream  which  issnes  from  tbe 
lake  has  a  very  long  and  rapid  de- 
scent to  make  before  it  reaches  the 
plain  of  Cavaglia.  The  sleep  broken 
ground  in  its  neighbourhood  being  ill 
adapted  for  a  paUi,  the  ch&lels  of  Ca- 
vaglia are  approacbed  by  a  diJ&rent 
ronte  than  that  of  the  valley  leading 
down  to  them.  The  path,  on  leaving 
the  White  Lake,  after  keeping  far  a 
little  distance  high  on  the  W.  chain 
which  bounds  the  head  of  this  valley, 
passes  over  a  depression  in  its  crest 
marked  by  a  pond,  and  overlooks  on 
the  other  si<^  a  Mofoimd  cavity  in 
the  mountains,  This  caviCy  is  the 
most  striking  scene  on  the  pass,  and 
almost,  if  not  quite,  without  a  parallel 
elsewhere.  It  is  like  a  crater  or  great 
round  pit  sunk  into  the  earth,  its  sides 


with  a  miserable  auberg 


very  abrupt  and  lofty,  partdally  bung 
wiUi  pines  below,  the  trees  becomine 
strutted  as  the  elevation  increases,  wd 


fiuling  entirely  towards  Che  rim  of  the 
cavity.  Above  it,  on  the  W.,  are  the 
Bimunits  of  a  part  of  the  Bemina 
group,  which  send  down  a  vast  glacier 
into  (he  lowest  depths  of  the  pit.  This 
is  the  Palu  glacier,  one  of  the  most 
important  of  the  Beruina  system.  It 
fills  with  its  arags  of  ic«  a  broad  chan- 
nel down  one  side  of  the  mountain 
circuit.    Close  te  its  foot,  on  the  little 


fhalets  may  be  mscovered.  After 
keeping  fbr  a  considerable  time  on  the 
side  of  this  hollow,  the  path  recrosses 
tbe  ridge  ou  the  L,  and  descends  by  a 
long  series  of  ligsags  dirongh  a  wood 
to  Uie  chfilets  and  -^o  of  Cavaglia. 
The  streun  tnan  the  glacier  of  Pain 
enters  this  plain  unseen  throuf^  an 
ezceadinglf  bi^  but  •Imoat  aaifet- 
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ccfitible  slit  in  the  ridge,  which  shuts  i 
is  «□  the  E.  the  cBviCy  containing  die 
glacier.  The  plain  of  Cavariia  is 
amaU,  The  streuD  froia  the  White 
lAke  is  crossed   at  the  cbiLIeta,  and  [ 

Xin  at  die  very  cxtremit)'  of  the  : 
n,  where  a  low  ridge  of  rock  forms 
a.  kind  of  breastwork  to  it.  At  the 
second  bridge  the  stream,  quite  slow 
till  it  reaches  il,  pinnges  down  on  the 
other  side  with  great  noise  into  ca.- 
vemB  which  it  seems  to  have  worn  in 
the rock,andis  seen  no  more.  HaTing, 
by  the  help  of  this  bridge,  passed 
through  the  narrow  gap  in  the  w&U 
which  encloses  the  plain  of  Cavaglia, 
the  path  has  an  hour  of  steep  descent 
to  reach  the  httle  town  of  Puschiayo. 
As  it  winds  down  the  mountain 
above  it,  fine  views  are  obtained  of  the 
-  valley  and  the  lake  below.  At  Pus- 
chiavo  the  road,  which  was  left  on  the 
summit  of  the  Bemiiia,  is  rdoJDed, 
and  leads  in  about  3  honrs,  oa  foot,  to 
Tirano." 

2J  Puschiavo  (/nn.-  Fancon,  bad 
and  eiorbitant),  a  small  town  of  1015 
Inhab.,  in  the  Italian  fsBhioD.  the 
principal  place  in  the  Talley,  is 
mainly  supported  by  the  considerable 
traffic  of  goods  through  it.  Above 
it,  oii  a  height,  stand  the  ruios  of  the 
castle  of  Oligatl 

Nearly  one-third  (1500)  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  popalous  valley  are 
ProlestantB  ;  but  owing  to  the  jealousy 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  their  church 
is  almost  a  fortress,  and  capable  of  de- 
fence aeainst  attacks.  The  language 
spoken  by  them  is  a  corrupt  ItoUaa. 

About  3  m.  lower  down,  the  road, 
whii^  is  here  exceLent,  skirts  the  W, 
marrin  of  the  charming  Lttie  lake  of 
Pus^iavo,  famed  for  it^  trout. 

S  Bruaio  is  the  last  Swiss  village. 
On  quitting  the  lake,  the  torrent 
Puschiavo  passes  through  a  very  nar- 
row defile,  barely  allowing  room  (or 
the  road  and  the  stream.  It  is  a 
r^ing  torrent,  and,  as  it  approaches 
the  Adda,  requires  to  be  restrained 
within  stone  dykes  of  solid  masonry, 
which  have  nevertheless  proved  inaiif- 
ficient  to  protect  its  banks  from  inun- 
dation. Beyond  this,  the  Vatteline,  or 
Vl^  of  the  Adda,  opens  out  at 


1  Madonna  di  Tirano  (iiui,  good), 
Bee  Hakdbook  for  South  GEotkvr. 

It  is  a  walk  of  1 1  hrs.  hence  to  St. 
MoritE,  by  Cavaglia ;  A  hrs.  to  Puschi- 
avo (  4  hrs.  to  summit  of  pass ;  4  hrs. 
to  Bt  Morilz. 


10^  leaeu 


a.: 


e  goes 


daily  by  uie  Splfigen  to  t 
Milan,  and  twice  a  week  over  the  Ber- 
nardin.  The  road  is  excellent  all  the 
way.  It  is  a  drive  of  about  8  hrs., 
posting,  from  Coire  tn  Splugen,  and 
about  4^  hrs.  &um  Spiiigen  to  Coire. 
Excellent  ions  at  Andeer  and  Spiiigen. 

From  Coire  (Rte.  G7>  to  Reich- 
enau  there  is  not  much  deserving  no- 
tice in  the  scenery  of  the  valfey  of 
the  Bbine;  but  the  mountain  Ga- 
landa,  on  its  1.  I>ank,  is  a  conspicuous 
ol:iject;  and  on  the  same  side  of  the 
Bhine,  the  village  of  Felaberg,  partly 
buried  by  a  sEp  from  threatening 
rocks  above  it.  The  road  runs  along 
a  nearly  level  bottom  as  fiir  as 

2  Reichenau,  which  is  a  group  of 
houses  situated  at  the  junction  of  the 
twoBhines.  Its  chief  buildings  are  the 
ToU-house  (16  kr.  paid  for  2  horses)  i 
ttie  /nn,  zum  Adler  (Aigle)  ;  and  the 
handsome  whitewauea  CUfeoii,  ori- 
ginally a  country  seat  of  the  Planta 
mnily.  At  the  end  of  the  last  century 
it  was  converted  into  a  school  by  the 
burgomaster  Tsoharner,  In  IT93,  a 
young  man  calling  himself  Chabot  ar- 
rived here  on  foot  with  a  stick  in  his 
band,  and  a  bundle  on  his  back.  He 
presented  a  letter  of  introduction  to  M. 
Jost,  the  head  master,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  was  appointed  usher  \  and 
tor  8  months  gave  lessons  in  French, 
mathematics,  and  history.  This  for- 
lorn stranger  was  no  other  than  Louis 
Philippe,  late  King  of  the  French, 
then  Dnke  dc  Chartres,  who  had  been 
fbrced,  by  the  march  of  the  French 
army,  to  quit  Bremgarten,  and  seek 
concealment  here  in  the  performance 
of  the  bumble  duties  of  a  school- 
master, and  in  that  capacity  made 
himself  equally  beloved  by  masterB 
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news  of  his  father's  death  od  the  scnf- 
fold,  and  his  mother's  liansportatioa 
to  Madsgascar. 

At  Reichenau  the  road  is  carried 
orer  the  two  arms  of  the  Bhine  by 
two  covered  wooden  bridges,  each  of 
one  ele«int  arch.  The  lower  brid^ 
is  237  it.  long  and  SO  ft.  abote  the 
rirer.  The  more  abundant  waters  of 
the  Binter  Shein  coming  from  the 
Bemardin  and  Uie  foot  of  Monnt 
Adula  are  of  dirty  bine;  while  those 
of  the  Vorder  Rhein,  rising  in  the 
glaciers  of  the  Cnspalt  and  Luk- 
manier,  are  obserred  to  be  of  a  grey 
tint  The  road  up  the  Vorder  lutein 
to  its  source,  and  to  Andermatt,  on 
the  St  Gothard,  is  described  in 
Rte,  77. 

The  road  to  the  Bpliigen  follows 


e  of  tt 


On 


fm-lher,  t 


the  rt  of  it,  as  yon  ascend  the  hi 
beymd  Beichenau,  the  Oalloas  may 
'- Q  Standby  in  a  field.     A  littJie 

1.  basic  of  the  Rhine,  and 
Mjproached  by  a  long  bridge,  rises  the 
Castle  of  Riicetzuns  (Rhcelia  ima):  it 
is  still  inhabited. 

This  pan  of  the  Bheinthal.  called 
the  valley  of  Domleschg  (Vallia  Do- 
roesticaX  is  particularly  remarkable 
for  the  vast  number  of  castles  (21) 
whidi  crowD   almost   every  rock  or 


of  (bfeat,  at  others  so  idenlil  _, 

'  deca^,  by  the  weather  tints,  and  by 
tiie  hchen  growth,  with  the  apparently 
inaccessible  rocks  on  whidi  they 
stand,  as  barely  to  be  distinguished. 
Their  picturesque  donjons  and  balde- 
meuts  contribnte  not  a  lit^  to  en- 
banoe  the  charms  of  the  landscape; 
the^  serve  at  the  same  time  as  his- 
tonoal  monuments  to  commemorate 
the  revolution  by  which  the  power  of 
»  iy       


Another  peculiarity  of  this  district 
is  the  intricate  intenniiture  of  lan- 
guage and  religion.  There  are  scarcely 
two  adjoining  parishes,  or  even  ham- 
lets, a[>e^dng  the  same  tongue  and 
professing  the  same  failh.  Thus  at 
Coire  German  is  the  prevailing  lan- 
guage, and  Protestant  the  religion  of 
the  majority ;  at  Ema,  the  first  village 
on    the    road.  Bomansch    (p.    191)  is 

Catholic  and  German;  Bonadui,  di- 
vided from  them  by  the  Rhine,  is 
Catbolic,  and  spekks  Romansch. 
Bhcetsuna  and  Kat£is  are  two  Ko- 
mish  villages;  but  in  the  first  the 
language  is  German,  in  the  seccnd 
Romansch.  The  inhabitanls  of  Hein- 
lenberg  are  Protestant  and  German; 
at  Thusis  they  are  Beformed  and 
Gerrnaoi  -atZiUis  and  throughout  the 
valley  of  Sohams,  Reformed  and  Bo- 
mansch. Splugen  and  H inter  Khein 
form  the  boundary  at  once  of  the 
Bontansch   langnage    and   Protestant 

xke  castle  of  Ortenstein,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  best  preserved  in  the  valley :  it  is 
still  inhabited  by  the  Travers  family. 

Near  die  village  of  Eatzis  a  beau- 
tiful view  opens  out,  on  the  opnotdte 
side  of  the  JUiine,  up  the  vsJley  of 
Oberhalbslein,  with  the  anows  of 
Mount  Albula  (Bte.  8:))  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  vista.  The  river  Albnla 
enters  the  Bhine  between  Katiis  and 
Thusis. 

The  Bhine  valley  hereabouts  exhi- 
bits dismal  traces  of  the  rav^cs  pro- 
duced by  the  torrent  NoUa,  which, 
ri.-ine  al  the  base  of  the  Pis  Beveren. 
on  Uie  W.  of  our  route,  joins  the 
Rhine  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the 
direction  of  the  course  of  that  river. 
It  at  all  times  pollutes  the  waters  of 
thelUiiiie  with  its  mud,  and  is  subject 
to  veiT  sodden  swells  after  rain,  when 
it  rushes  down,  teariog  up  the  rodu 
and  carrying  ajong  with  it  heaps  of 
stone,  mud,  and  gravel,  which  not 
only  overspread  its  own  banks,  but 
frequently  block  up  the  bed  of  the 
Rhine  Mid  cause  desolating  inunda- 
tions. Tins  a  district,  previously 
fertile  and  beautiCn],  hM  tteen  trans- 
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formed  since  1807  into  a,  detert,  and 
ilB  fields  eilher  bari«d  under  itony 
rubbUli  or  concerted  into  morah.  The 
eiil  hiu  been  annuaUy  increasing  for 
MverBl  yesTB  past,  but  hopes  are  en- 
terHuned  of  arresting  it  and  recover- 
ing the  land.  With  (hia  liew.  exten- 
sive dykea  are  lieinsoonBtrDCted  along 
the  banks  of  the  Khine. 

34  Tbusis  — (/nm;  Aigle  d'Or 
(POBte)  ;  new  and  clean)— a  village  of 
670  lD)iab.,finelv  situated  on  a  terrace 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Yia  Mala  gorge. 
Tbusis,  according  to  some,  is  onlj  the 
word  Tuicia,  tfie  conntry  of  the  Tus- 
cans, who  first  colonised  these  valleys, 
changed  in  the  Komanscb  dialect. 
ThuBiB  was  almost  en^rely  destroyed 
by  fiie  1845. 

Immediately  on  the  outside  of 
Thnsis  the  Nolla  is  crossed  by  a 
handsome  bridge.  On  the  rt.,  at  the 
end  of  (lie  valley,  am>eara  the  peak  of 
the  Viz  Beveren.  By  crossing  llie 
Rhine  at  Tbnsis  and  taldi^  a  char- 
road  up  the  valley  of  the  Albula,  ; 
which  is  very  pretty,  TiefbnkasCen  I 
(Rte.  83)  may  he  reached  after  an  | 
interesting  waJk  of  5  hrs.  [ 

Above  Thusis  the  vallev  of  the  ' 
Rhine  seems  closed  up  b;  the  moun- 
tains; it  is  only  on  a  nearer  approach 
that  the  eye  discovers  the  opening  of 
that  singular  cbasm  which  has  cleft 
them  through,  afiiirding  a  passage  for 
the  river,  sod  in  modem  times,  bj 
artificial  means,  for  the  road.  The 
1.  or  R,  side  of  this  colossal  portal  is 
guarded  by  the  castle  of  ii'ea/t(Bluetia 
Alia),  standing  in  the  fork  between 
the  Albola  and  the  Rhine,  and  from 
its  lofty  platform,  400  ft,  high,  looking 
down  upoD  both  valleys.  It  is  ac- 
cessible only  fr—    "--    ---      —      " 


i  the 


>ck   i 


These  mouldering  ruins  are  tradition- 
ally reported  to  owe  their  origin  to 
Rhestua,  chief  of  the  Etruscans,  who, 
driven  out  of  Italy  hy  an  invasion  of 
the  Oauls,  establiued  his  stronghold 
OD  this  spot  B.C.  287,  and  transplanted 
into  the  Alps  the  people  and  lan- 
gua^  of  Etruria.  Tiie  ruined  chapel 
of  St.  John,  on  s  neighbouring  height, 
is  stated  to  have  been  the  earliest, 
and  for  a  long  tine  Ibe  only  Christian 


temple  in  the  valley,  where  heathen- 
ism prevailed  to  a  comparatively  late 

The  Vu  Mala,  which  commences 
about  ^  m.  above  Thusis,  and  extends 
for  a  distance  of  more  than  4  miles,  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  sublime  and  tre- 
mendous defile  in  Switierland.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  with  any  precision  the 
dimensions  of  this  gorge,  which  has 
cleft  the  mountains  through  the  chine. 
The  precipices,  which  often  rise  per- 
pendicularly on  both  sides  of  it,  some- 
times even  overhanging  their  base,  are 
certainly  in  some  places  16U0  fLhigh, 
and  in  many  places  not  more  than  10 
yards  apart.  The  Bhine,  compressed 
within  this  narrow  stony  bed,  to  (he 
width  of  a  pigmy  rivulet,  is  barely 
andilile  as  it  rushes  through  the 
depths  below  the  road. 

The  rocks  of  slate  and  limestone, 
composing  tie  walls  of  the  ravine,  are 
so  hard  that  they  appear  to  have  suf- 
fered DO  disintegration  from  the  wea- 
ther; the  fracture  is  so  jresh  and 
sharp  that,  were  the  convulsive  force 
from  below,  which  divided  them,  again 
called  forth  to  unite  them,  it  seems  as 
though  the  gulf  would  close,  and  leave 
no  aperture  behind. 

When  the  traveller  enters  the  moulli 
of  the  defile,  the  sudden  transition 
from  the  glare  of  iunshine  to  the 
gloom  of  a  chasm,  so  narrow  that  it 
baves  in  some  places  hut  a  strip  of 
sky  visible  overhead,  is  exceedingly 
striking.  The  walls  of  rock,  at  inter- 
vals on  both  sides,  afibrd  naturally 
not  an  inch  of  space  along  which  a 
goat's  foot  conld  clarober ;  and,  in 
diis  part  of  the  pass 
lite  inaccessible.  The 
t  the  name  of  the  Lost 
Gulf  (Trou  perdu,  Verlohrenes  Loch); 
and,  when  they  wanted  to  go  &om 
Thusis  to  the  higher  valley  of  Schams, 
they  ascended  the  vale  of  the  Nolla 
for  some  distance,  clambering  over 
the  tops  of  high  mountains,  round 
the  shoulder  of  the  Fiz  Beveren,  and 
descended  on  the  opposite  side  at 
Suvers.  A  second  road,  formed  in 
1470,  crossed  the  mountains  as  before, 
but  dipped  down,  from  the  village  of 
Rongelta,  into  the  depths  <d  the  Vis 


was  deemed  q 


aODTE  87. — THE  VIA  HAI^. 


Sect.  I. 


Mala,  near  the  first  bridge ;  BtJll  I 
■Toiding  altogether  Uie  Trou  perdu. 
TMb  inconvenient  path,  after  being 
used  for  more  than  300  years,  nas 
superseded  by  the  present  magnificent 
bighwBT  constructed  by  the  engineer 
Pocob^i.  Avoiding  (he  useless  de- 
tour, and  the  fatiguing  ascent  and 
descent,  he  at  once  plunged  into  the 
defile,  and  pierced  the  projecting  but' 
tress  of  rock,  which  bad  prenouBlj 
denied  all  access  to  it,  by  t£e  gallery 
or  tunnel  of  the  VerluireneB  Loch, 
316  ft  long,  throi^h  which  the  road 
now  passes.  The  view,  looking  back 
from  this,  through  the  dark  vista  of 
black  rock,  ana  the  fringe  of  firs, 
upon  the  ruined  tower  of  ReaJt  and 
ue  sun-lit  valley  of  Domleschg,  is 
very  pleasing.  The  grooves  of  the 
boriDg-rod,  by  which  the  very  hard 
sbite  rook  is  everywhere  streaked,  in- 
dicate how  ardooua  was  the  labour  of 
constructing  this  part  of  the  road.  It 
was  literally  fbrcing  a  passage  through 
the  bowels  of  the  earth  ;  and  the 
whole  width  of  the  carriage-way  has 
been  gained  by  blasting  a  notch,  as  it 

Sor  mote  than  1000  ft.  it  is  carried 


is  protected  by  a  parapet  wall,  below 
which,  at  a  depth  of  many  hundred 
feet,  the  contracted  tthine  ireta  the 
foot  of  the  precipiae.  Tlie  road  ia  in 
places  steep,  and  fit  for  only  one  car- 
riage to  pass.  A  little  higher  up, 
the  gorge  bulges  out  into  a  sort  of 
basin,  in  Uie  midst  of  which  stands  a 
solitary  house  ;  but  it  soon  contracts 
again,  and  the  icenery  of  the  pass 
may  be  said  to  attain  the  height  of 


is  conveyed  fn»n  aide  to  side  of  the 

This  portion  of  the  pass  at  least 
Bboold  be  traversed  on  foot ;  the  tra- 
veller  hurrying  trough  in  bis  car- 
riage ia  quite  incapable  of  appre- 
ciating its  awful  magnificence. 

The  Middle  Bridge,  a  moat  striking 
(Aject,  from  its  graceful  proportions. 


below,  ia  approached  by  a  second 
sDull  gallery,  protected  by  a  wooden 
roof  to  ward  off  falling  stones.  Here- 
aboula,  the  lofty  preci^acea  on  the 
one  side  actnally  overhang  those  on 
tbe  otber,  the  direction  of  the  chasm 
being  oblique,  and  the  smooth  waU 
of  rock  on  either  side  tieiog  nearly 
parallel,  and  scarcely  wider  apart 
above  than  below.     Iiooking  ot        ' 


risible,  boiling  and  foaming  in  tM 
depths  below.  Indeed,  in  one  place 
it  is  entirely  loat  to  view — jammed 
in,  aa  it  were,  between  the  rocks,  here 
so  slightly  separated,  that  small  blocks 
and  tmoks  of  fir-trees,  falling  from 
above,  have  been  caught  in  the  chink, 
and  remMB  suspended  above  the  water. 
The  ordinary  height  of  the  bridge 
above  the  liver  is  400  ft.  ;  and  the 
water,  as  mentioned  above,  is  in  one 


inundation  of  1S34  (already  alluded 
to  in  several  routes),  the  postmaster 
irf  Thuais,  who  drove  up  the  Via 
Mala  during  the  storm,  found  that 
the  water  had  risen  to  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  bridge  ;  tbe  roar  was  ter- 
rific ;  and,  as  he  drew  no  a  Uttle 
further  on,  in  consequence  of  the  road 
being  destroyed,  two  mangled  hnmaa 
bodies  were  swept  past  him  by  tlie 
flood. 

The  road,  again,  is  no  more  than 
a  shelf  hewn  out  of  the  foce  of  the 
precipice  overhung  by  the  rock,  so  as 
to  be  almost  a  attbterranean  passage, 
and  the  width  of  the  defile  is,  in 
places,  not  more  than  24  fL  Near 
the  3rd,  or  upper  bridge,  howerer, 
a  fine  atroctnre — bnilt  to  replace  the 
one  swept  off  in  1834— it  widens  out^ 
and  the  road  emerges  into  the  open 
valley  of  Schams  (Sexunniensis,  from 
6  brooks,  which  nil  into  the  Rbioe 
from  ita  sides),  whoae  green  meadows 
and  neat  white  cottages  have  a  pleas- 
ii^  effect  when  contrasted  witk  the 
gloomy  acene  behind.  It  has,  how- 
ever, suffered  much  f^m  the  inoji- 
dation  of  1834,  which  converted  the 
valley  into  a  lake,  destroyed  a  great 
part  (tf  die  road,  and  vendraed  a  new 


Swiimiand.  eodte  87. — coire  to  spldgen.  anbeer,   BPLtioEU.    237 

line  necessary.  Tbe  first  Tillage  ie 
Zillis ;  betveen  it  and  Andeer,  a 
stone,  bearing  tlie  ibllflwiiig  inscrip- 
tion, was  set  up,  bj  the  rnad-side,  on 
a  bridee,  after  the  completion  of  the 
great  biKliways  over  tbe  SplBgen  and 


j       Bemardine  ; — "  Jam  via  fiaiet  /laitibat 

I       morum  et  Unio  lemafcunt  ooiiant  W6w- 

2J  Andeer— /nru ;  B.  d«8  Baina  ; 
flur— bed,  tea,  and  bredt&st  coat  l^fr. 
eaob  ;  the  miium/  batfa  are  not  much 
used  ;  Foste,  sloTenly.  This  is  the 
chief  viU^e  in  BfAisms,  ttnd  has  400 
Inhab.,  who,  like  Uieir  neighbours,  are 
FrotestantB,  and  apeak  BomanBch  (p. 
191).  Over  the  doors  of  many  of  tbe 
cottages,  qnaint  verses  uid  mottoes  in 
that  laiiga^e  are  inscribed. 

The  Val  Ferrada,  or  Ferrara,  on  1. 
of  road,  is  said  to  be  wilder  than  the 
Tia  Mala.  It  takes  4  or  5  hrs.  to  ex- 
plore it  from  Andeer  and  return.  It 
has  fine  waterii^lB. 

Above  Andeer  a  Tery  large  land- 
slip or  bergfall  occurred  in  tS35.  by 
tbe  giving  way  of  a  mountain,  nhidi 
buried  the  road,  and,  for  IS  days,  cut 
off  all  communicatim  up  and  down 
the    vaUey.      Lnekily  it  Dappeited  in 

I      tbe  night,  so  that  no  one  was  hurt. 

!  The  mined  castles  visible  in  tlie 

valley  of  Schama  hare  an  historical 
interest,  trtiai  being  monuments  of 
the  dawn  i^  Grrison  liberty.  In  the 
last  half  of  &e  fourtmntti  centnrr 
they  served  as  the  residences  of  bai- 
lifb,  xwioghemt,  or  Imdvoghts,  de- 
praidents  of  the  Counts  of  Vatz  or  of 
the  Bishop  of  Coire,  petty  tyrants 
and  oppressors  of  tbe  poor — akin  in 
character  to  Oessler,  toe  victim  of 
Toll's  vengeance.  At  length  a  pea- 
sant of  tbe  Schamser  Thai,  named 
Jecm  C^ialdar,  eKosperated  at  Ae 
si^bt  of  two  horses  which  the  ohate- 
lain  of  Fardun  had  tnmed  out  to 
graze  in  his  field  of  green  com,  gave 
vent  to  his  aneer  by  killing  the  ani- 
mals.     He   suosred   puniahment    for 


Fardnn,  in  paseine   his   cottage,  en- 
ured as  tbe  fiuni^  wots  at  dinner, 


fay  spitting  in  the  dish.  Chalda 
roused  by  this  filthy  insult,  seized  I) 
oppressor  by  tbe  throat,  and  thmsting 
his  bead  into  the  smoking  dish,  com- 
pelled him  to  part^e  <S'  it,  saying, 
"IkUgia  aei  la  pnlt  cha  ti  has  con- 
diit"— "Eat  the  roup  thou  hast  thns 
seasoned."  This  bold  deed  served  as 
a  signal  for  a  general  rising ;  the 
peasants  llew  t^i  arms—and  the  castles 
were  stormed  and  burnt  One  of 
the  first  that  fell  was  BSrenburg, 
which  is  inssed  on  the  L  of  the  road 
after  quitting  Andeer.  "It  is  worth 
the  travellers  while  to  stop  his  car> 
rit^  at  the  mouth  of  the  Val  Fer- 
rara, and  ascend  it  as  far  as  the 
first  tall  of  the  Aversa,  10  minutes' 
walk.  T^e  second  and  more  con- 
atderable  tails  are  1  hoar's  walk 
higher  up." — S. 

As  BOOB  as  the  road  has  crossed 
the  mouth  of  the  Val  Ferrara  and  the 
stream  «f  liie  Aversa,  it  begins  to 
mount  in  ligiaga  int«  the  gorge  of 
tbe  Ho&a,  which  closes  up  Ihe  S.  end 
of  ^M  oval  vale  of  Schams,  aa  the  Via 
Mala  does  the  N.  Its  scenery,  though 
fine,  is  vastly  inferior  to  the  lower 
pass.  The  Bhine  heie  descends  in  a 
cataract,  called  tiie  &U  of  the  Bofla. 
It  does  not  rank  as  a  first-rate  water- 
fall, but  the  scenery  around  is  pic- 
turesque— the  sides  of  the  valley  being 
tJiickJy  wooded,  and  ^e  river  studded 
by  saw-mills,  where  the  timber  of  tbe 
neighbouring  forests  is  sawn  into 
planka,  A  timber-slide,  similar  to 
that  of  Alpaaoh  (BAe.  IS),  was  con- 
structed tio  convey  ^e  trees  to  the 
borders  of  the  Bfeine. 

Tbe  oldest  mule-path  which  tra- 
verses Uiis  valley  to  Coire,  crossed 
the  river  by  a  wooden  brid^,  still 
standing,  lo  Suvers,  where  it  began 


to  descend  again „-. 

Tbe  new  road  leaves  tbe  bridge 

one  side,  traverses  a  small  gaUery 

in  the  rock,  then  c 

of  the  Bhine,  and 

21   SplUgen    (Hal.    Splnga)— 7nn 
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the  beat  country  iniu  in  SwitierUod  ; 
Kood  and  moderate.  This  little  vil- 
age  is  situated  on  the  Rhine,  at  Cht 
point  of  departure  of  ^e  two  Alpine 
paMSB  of  the  Spliigen  and  Benuudin, 
at  a  hfflght  of  4711  ft.  obore  the 
It  suffered  severely  from  the  floo 
1834,  which  swept  away  more  than  a 
doieo  hoosea,  in  some  of  which  the 
owners  had  been  seated  at  their  even- 
ing meal  not  an  hour  before.  Five 
human  beings  perished  by  ^is  catas- 
trophe, the  eCfects  of  which  are  stiU 
painfully  risible.  The  covered  bridge 
ovOT  the  Bhine  escaped  almost  by  a 
miracle  ;  that  oter  toe  Seiiinda  was 

Splligen  is  Che  chief  place  in  the 
desolate  pastorsl  tale  of  tbe  Bhein- 
wald,  and  anciently  belonged  to  the 
lords  of  Sax,  in  the  vale  iu  Misocoo, 
on  the  S.  slope  of  the  Bemardiu,  but 
it  afterwards  joined  the  Grey  League. 

The  atmosphere  is  very  chiUy  here, 
and  barley  barely  ripens. 

The  village  prospers  by  the  di- 
stant passage  of  goods  ana  travellers 
to  and  from  Italy.  In  autumn  it  is 
thronged  with  drovers  ;  large  herds 
of  cattle  and  man;  horses  then  oross 
the  Alps  for  the  Milan  market. 

An  excursion,  which  lies  within  the 
compass  of  a  day,  returning  to  sleep 
(the  ion  at  Hinterrhein  is  said  to  be 
improved),  may  be  made  from  Spliigen 
to  the  Source  of  the  Hinter-Rhen.  It 
ccnpy  f>  hrs.  going  ;  ^  along  the 
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post-road,'  2  on  horseGaclt, 
foot:  it  is  described  in  Rie.  90,  p. 

Traiellera  going  N.  from  Spliigen, 
who  have  aeen  the  Via  Mala,  may 
pursue  with  interest  the  wild  path  otot 
the  LechliUfg  and  down  the  Savim- 
2Ad(toCoire.     (Rte.  800.) 

Strasabni^  may  be  reached  in  36 


over  the  Sfdiigen  to  Milan.  With 
post-horses  it  takes  7^  hrs.  to  go 
from  Spliigen  to  Chiavenna,  including 
stoppages. 

NiB.  Without  an  Austrian  minis- 
ter's signature  on  tbe  passport,  the 
frontier  cannot  be  passed  ;  and  the 
traveller  unprovided  with  it  will  in- 
evitably be  turned  inck  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountain.  A  loll  of  15 
batz  is  paid  for  2  horses  between 
Spliigen  and  the  ADstrian  frontier. 

The  Spliigen  road,  turning  to  the 
L  traia  the  village  of  that  name, 
crosses  the  narrow  wooden  bridge 
over  the  Rhine,  and  quitting  l£e 
river,  b^ins  at  once  to  aacend.  Mne 
views  of  sDuw-peaks  are  obtained  on 
the  ascent.  It  ia  carried  up  the  val- 
ley of  the  Otierbaiisen-bach,  a  snutU 
torrent  which  joins  the  Rhine  at 
Spliigeo,  by  an  entirely  new  line, 
the  old  one  having  been  demolished 
by  the  disastrous  tempest  of  1834. 
Indeed,  this  little  valley  preBenis  one 
swe^  of  deaolatJOQ  :  road  and  bridges 
having  been  entirely  carried  away, 
and  enormous  piles  of  broken  rocks 
spread  over  its  sides  and  bottom.  The 
new  line,  however,  on  this  side  of  ^e 
mountain,  constmcled  by  a  Swiss  en- 
TOieer,  employed  by  the  canton  of 
Uie  Orisons,  is,  in  every  respect,  a 
great  improvement  upon  the  old  me. 
A  little  way  above  Spliigen  it  is  car- 
ried through  a  short  tunnel,  sup- 
ported by  a  Gothic  anih. 

After  surmounting  the  district   of 
fir  forests  by  an  almost  uninterrupted 
slope,  the   road  reaches  the  Summit 
of  the  Pass,  6814  fc  above  the  sea,  by 
means  of  16  skilfully  conducted  xig- 
«^s,  by  which  the  faoe  of  the  moon- 
tain    is    scaled.      Along   this    narrow 
ridge,  which  is  4}  m.  mun  Splugen, 
and  more  than  1800ft.  above  it,  runs 
the  boundar)'  line  of  Switzerland  and 
of  Lombardy.      Almost  immediately 
after  snrmouutuig  it  the  road  begins 
descend.    Upon  this  slope  lies  the 
first  esntoniira,  or  house  of  re^ige  ; 
id,  lower  down,  a  series  of  t4>umi- 
lets  conduct  to  the 
Anatrian  Custom-house  and  Pass- 
port-office— a  group  of  buildings,  in- 
cluding aeveral  very  common  tavenu 
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fbr  tJie  enMrtalnment  of  traveUerg. 
Here  passports  nre  exwnined  and  Ing- 
gHge  BCBTched,  and  the  traveller  must 
ofun  reckon  upon  no  incoosiflerable 
delay,  especiallj  if  he  arriies  between 
12  and  2,  the  dooanier's  dinner-hour. 
The  custom-house  Btande  at  one  end 
of  a  sort  of  oral  basin^  flurronnded  b^ 
lofty  mountain  peaks,  among  which, 
on  the  n.  of  the  road,  rises  that  of  the 
Spliigen,  and  the  glaciers  which  ieed 
the  riTers  running  towards  Italy.  It 
is  a  scene  of  extreme  desolation  i  not 
a  sbrub  of  any  kind  grows  here  ;  no 
vegetation  is  seen  but  lichen,  mosses, 
ai^  a  little  coarse  grass.  The  snow 
often  reaches  up  to  the  windows  of 
the  first  story  of  tbe  hoases. 

The  rout«  of  the  SplSgen  was  com- 
pleted by  the  Austrian  Govemment 


the  n 
r  the  BemaTdin,  which,  had 
tne  splugen  be«n  allowed  to  remain 
in  its  onginal  condition,  would  have 
withdrawn  froia  it  all  the  traffic  into 
Italy.  The  engineer  employed  in  Ibis 
undiertaking  was  the  ChevaUer  Done- 
ganL  The  old  road,  a  mere  bridle- 
path, proceeded  from  this  elevated 
valley,  or  baain,  direct  to  the  village 
of  Isola,  through  the  defile  of  the 
Cardmei,  a  very  perilous  spot,  from 
its  dire  uid  constant  exposnre  to  ihll- 
ingavalanches. 

The  French  armv  of  Harahal  Mac- 
donald,  who  crossed  the  Splligen  be- 
tween the  STth  November  uid  4th 
December,  1B30,  long  befbre  the  new 
road  was  begun,  in  Uie  face  of  anew 
and  storm,  and  other  almost  insur- 
moontable  obstacles,  lost  nearly  100 
men,  and  as  many  horses,  chiefly  in 
the  passage  of  the  CardineL  His 
coJmnns  were  literally  cut  through 
by  the  tailing  avalanchea,  and  man 
and  beast  swept  over  fa  certain  an- 
nibUBtioa  in  the  abyss  below.  The 
carriage-road  very  properly  avoids 
the  gorge  of  the  Cardinel  altogether, 
but  the  way  to  it  turns  off  from  the 
second  wooden  bridge  crossed  on  qnit- 
Cing  the  custom-house. 

Hear  the  scattered  hamlet  T^iiate 
the  descent  re-conunences,  and  soon 
after  the  road  is  carried  through  the 
first  great  Qsllery,  more  than  TOO  ft. 
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long,  15  ft  high  and  wide,  followed 
by  a  second,  642  ft.  long,  and,  after 
a  short  interval,  by  a  third,  1530  ft. 
long.  These  galleries,  the  longest 
on  any  Alpine  high  road,  are  con- 
structed of  the  most  solid  masonn^, 
arched,  with  roote  sloping  ontwards, 
W  turn  aside  tbe  snow,  supported  on 

Eillars,  and  lighted  by  low  windows 
ke  liie  embrasnres  of  a  battery. 
They  were  rendered  necessary  to  pro- 
tect this  portion  of  the  road  from  rail- 
ing-avalanches  which  habitually  de- 
scend the  face  of  the  mountains,  and 
which,  if  not  warded  off,  would  have 
swept  away  the  road  the  firet  year 
after  it  was  made. 

ITrom  the  entrance  of  the  second 
gallery  there  is  a  most  striking  view 
down  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houses  of 
Isola,  and  the  long  line  of  zigzags, 
abandoned  since  1838,  by  whidi  ute 
traveller  originally  descended  to  Chia- 
venna.  At  the  viUi^  of  Pianazio  (a 
cluster  of  pitch-coloured  hovels),  the 
new  line,  aft«r  descending  3  angular 
terraces,  turns  off  to  theX,  and  from 
this  point  is  carried  partly  in  a  gra- 
dual slope,  partly  in  zigzags,  to  the 
village  of  Campo  Dolcino.  This  alter- 
ation, by  which  nearly  3  m.  of  dist- 


sary  on  accoont  of  the  injury  done  to 
the  whole  line  by  the  storm  of  1834, 
and  also  by  the  great  dangers  to 
which  that  part  of  ue  route,  &tween 
Isola  and  the  Cascade  of  the  Hedes- 
simo,  was  exposed  from  avalanches, 
which  fall  r^nlarly  into  the  savage 

Slen  of  the  Lira,  below  Fianazzo,  pro- 
ucing  an  almost  annual  loss  of  life. 
Id  1635  5  peasants  and  8  horses  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  snow  in  this  glen 
as  they  were  returning  from  contuict- 
ing  the  diligence  on  a  sledge  over  the 
mountain.  The  postilion  being  near- 
est the  rock,  which  fortunately  some- 
what overhung  tbe  road,  drew  the 
horse  he  rode  under  the  cliff  as  soon 
as  he  heard  the  crash  ;  to  this  circum- 
stance he  and  the  animal  owed  their 
preservation.  Although  boned  like 
the  rest,  who  perished,  they  were  res- 
cued and  dug  ont  after  an  imprison- 
ment of  some  hours. 
Piuiaiso  standi  at  the  same  height 
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above  the 

Rhine  M  Spliieeo.  The  road,  after 
passing  throngh  it,  croaaes  the  little 
Btream  of  the  Medeseimo,  nithiu  a 
few^ardeaf  the  Ter^  of  the  precipice, 
over  which  it  throws  itself  in  a  besu- 


ar  Hie  bi  ^ 

also  well  seen  from  the  different  wind- 
ing terraces  down  wlilch  the  road  is 
carried.  After  crossing  the  bridge, 
the  road  traverses  numerous  galleries, 
and  thence  gradually  descend  upon 

1}  Campo  Dolcino,  which,  in  spite 
of  its  awaet-aounding  Italian  name,  in 
but  a  poor  village,  with  a  poor    Inn 

2'ost,    to   be    avoided),    OB   a   small 
oary,  grasaj  plain,  on  the  borders  of 

.  further  improvemeat  has  been 


of  the  road, 


the  gorge 

tion,  by  the  road-side, 
its  completion  by  Carlo  Bonegani,  in 
the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Francis  II. 
The  sight  of  the  tourniquets  of  the 
old  road,  painftdly  zigza|;giDg  out  of 
tlie  gorge  below,  which  a  heavy  car- 
riage could  Bunnount  only  by  the 
strength  of  B  horsoa,  will  convince 
the  spectator  how  great  this  improve- 
ment really  is.  It  has  been  ettiacted 
at  considerable  labour  and  expense, 
by  cutting  through  the  rock.  The 
vale  of  the  Lira  presents  a  singular 
aspect  of  desolation,  from  the  quantity 
and  size  of  the  masses  of  fallen  rock 
which  entirely  filled  the  lower  part  of 
it.  They  are  &agmeats  of  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains,  which  are  com- 
posed of  a  species  of  white  gneiss,  ex- 
ceedingly brittle,  and  which,  after 
exposure  to  the  weather,  aasumes  a 
l«d  colour.  It  must  have  been  a  diffi- 
cult task  to  carry  a  road  through  such 
a  wilderness,  between  such  a  labyrinth 
of  detached  blocks  ;  and  it  is  acoord- 
ingly  in  many  places  narrow,  the 
turnings  very  sharp,  and  the  terraces 
too  short.  The  aspect  of  desolation 
in  this  fractured  valley  would  be 
BTeater  were  it  not  for  die  rich  dark 
foliage  of  the  chesnut-trees,  of  very 
large  siEe,  which  now  b^u  to  sprout 


out  from  among  the  rocks  so  as  to 

mask  their  barrenness.  The  tall 
white  Italian  campanile  of  the  diorch 
of  Madonna  di  Gallivaggio,  amid  such 
a  group  of  foliage,  contrasting  with 
the  tall  precipices  around,  farms  ui 
agreeable  pictare.  Near  it,  at  the 
village  St.  Giacomo,  whence  the  valley 
is  named,  Che  Lira  is  spanned  by  a 
bold  bridge. 

A  mile  ih'  two  farther  on,  the  val- 
ley opens  OQl,  and  Chiavenna  expands 
to  view,  a  (HCtoresque  town,  beau- 
tifully situated,  under  an  It^an  sun, 
surrounded  by  hills  clothed  with  the 
richest  vegeUtioB,  with  vines,  figs,  and 
pomegranatea 

1^  OiiaBema  (O^tm.  Ciefea}.— fan  ; 
Conradi's — Post 

Cbiavenna  (Clavraina  of  the  an- 
cients), a  thriving  town  of  304O  Inhab., 
is  charminf^y  sitoated  in  the  midst  of 
vineyards,  close  under  the  mountains, 
which  appear  to  impend  over  it,  at 
the  junction  of  the  valley  of  St.  Gia- 
como  with  that  of  the  Hdra,  called 
Val  Bregaglia,  Beyond  this  beauty 
of  situation  there  is  very  little  here  to 
interest  the  passing  traveller.  The 
town  derives  much  benefit  from  its 
position  on  the  Spliigen  rood,  and 
main  tains  sevenl  spinning-mills  for 
silk  and  cotton.  Aningenious  many- 
wove  here  a  fire-proof  cloth  of  asbes- 
tus,  a  mineral  wnicb  abounds  in  the 
mountains  of  the  Beigbbourhood.  Op- 
posite the  inn,  at  the  foot  of  a  rock,  is 
a  picturesque  ruined  Caatlr,  which 
once  belonged  to  the  Sails  &mily  : 
strangers  are  admitted  to  the  vine- 
jiard  leading  to  the  sommit  of  the  rock. 
The  principal  Ch.  of  SL  Laarenot  has 
a  lall  campanile  standing  within  a 
square  incloaure,  surrounded  by  a 
cloister.  On  one  side  are  two  bone- 
houses,  filled  with  skulls,  and,  ac|jain- 
ing  them,  in  the  octagonal  baptistery, 
is  a  curious  aooient  atone  font,  scu^ 
tured  with  rude  bas-reliefs,  which  will 
interest  Che  antiquary,  lie  citiiens 
keep  their  Valteline  wine  in  natural 
grottoes  at  the  fbot  of  the  mountains, 
which  form  excellent  cool  cellars  and 
are  called  VentoralL 

Near  Pleurs,  about  3  m,  up  the  Val 
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ible  for  the  fate  of 
luried  by 


Breg^lift, 

die  iull  of  a.  moimlain  (see  p.  '242), 
a.  peculiiir  manufacture  of  a  coarse 
ware  for  culiaary  purposes,  made  Out 
of  potatooe  (lupis  o3laris).  This  stone 
is  easily  cut,  or  turned  in  a  lathe,  and 
is  able  U>  endure  heat,  Pliny  uaUa  it 
lapis  Comensis,  from  its  being  ex- 
ported from  the  lake  of  Como  :  the 
manufacture  haa  greatly  dwindled 
down  at  present 

The  road  up  the.YalBregaglia  and 
over  (he  pasa  of  the  Maloya,  and  the 
description  of  Pleurs,  are  given  in 
Ste.  89. 

Chiavenna  belonged  to  the  Dukes 
of  Milan  down  to  the  16th  century, 
when  the  Swiss  became  possessed  of 
it,  and  it  formed,  with  the  Valteline  l 
and  Bormio,  a  slate  subject  to  the 
canton  of  the  Grisons.  Napoleon 
added  it  to  ihe  kingdom  of  Italy,  as  | 
lying  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Alps  ;  and  i 
the  Congress  of  Vienaa,  by  the  eame  ] 
rule,  transferred  it  to  the  Emperor  of  j 
Austria. 

The  Fail  of  the  Gonioaa,  about  4  m,  I 
from  Chiavenna,  is  worth  notice.  At  ' 
the  dietance  of  j  hr,  from  the  town  on 
the  Riva  road,  the  river  on  the  rl.  must 
be  crossed.  A  walk  of  ^  hr.  leads  , 
thence  to  the  Fall. — S. 

The  lower  valley  of  the  Maira,  from 
Chiavenna  to  the  lake  of  Riva,  is  by 
no  means  pleasing  in  its  scenery,  and 
the  low  ground  is  occupied  by  marsh 
rather  uun  meadow  ;  so  that  it  is  at 
the  same  time  very  nnwholesome. 

Travellers  should  not  stop  for  the 
night  anywhere  between  Chiavenna 
and  Colico.  Malaria  hangs  over  the 
district  around  the  embouchares  of 
the  Maira  snd  Adda,  and  the  stranger 
who  n^lects  this  warning  (§  13)  may 
pay  for  nis  temerity  by  a  fover.  Va- 
renno.  on  the  E.  shore  of  the  lake, 
where  there  are  good  inns  ;  Ilellag- 
gio,  on  the  point  of  the  promontory 
between  the  lakes  of  Lecco  and  Co- 
mo, or  Cadenabbia  on  the  W.  shore 
of  the  lake,  are  all  safe  and  capital 
quarters,  and  the  traveller  ought  not 
to  stop  to  sleep  till  he  reaches  one  of 


1  Biva  stands  near  the  N.  estre- 
ntity  of  the  Li^o  Mczzola,  called  also 
Idgo  di  Kiva.  It  is  a  moat  pic- 
tnresqoe  small  lake,  so  walled  in  by 
mounluns  that,  until  a  few  years, 
there  was  no  road  by  (he  side  of  it, 
and  travellers  were  carried  across  it 
in  flat  barges  by  a  tedious  navigation, 
rendered  £i)ictat  and  intricate  by  the 
annually  increasing  deposits  of  mud, 
which  form  shoals  between  this  lake 
and  that  of  Como,  and  prevent  the 
steamboat  ascending  (o  Biva.  The 
naked  and  savage  moun(ains  around 
have  a  very  peculiar  outline.  Their 
sides  are  furrowed  with  ravines,  down 
which  furious  torrents  precipitate 
themselves  at  some  seasons,  strewing 
the  mai^n  of  the  lake  with  wreck. 
The  engineers  who  constructed  the 
capital  new  road,  finished  in  1S35, 
esperienced  (he  greatest  obstacles  in 
crossing  the  debris  at  the  inouth  of 
these  rarines.  The  Codera,  one  of 
the  most  furious  torrents,  spreads 
out  its  waste  of  rocks  and  gravel  in 
the  shape  of  a  fan,  for  a  breadth  of 
at  least  half  a  mile.  This  river  at 
ordinary  times  trickles  through  the' 
stones  in  3  or  4  paltry  driblets,  crossed 
by  wooden  bridges,  under  which  the 
water  is  tumea  by  the  construction 
of  artificial  canals,  flank^  by  wedge- 
shaped  dams  and  dykes.  Aftfr  (rfrr 
versing  this  desolate  space,  the  road 
is  carried  through  two  galleries  ex- 
cavated in  the  rock,  and  soon  after 
emerges  upon  the  delta  of  the  river 
Adda,  flovring  from  the  E.  out  of  the 
Valteline  into  the  lake  of  Como. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
lake  originally  batbed  the  feet  of  the 
mount^n  on  this  side ;  but,  in  (he 
course  of  ages,  the  deposits  brought 
down  by  the.  Adda  and  Miura  have 
so  {ax  encroached  on  it  as  to  form  an 
extensive  plain  of  swamp  an4  worass, 
breathing  pestilence,  through  which 
the  Adda  now  winds  in  a  serpentine 
course.  The  new  causeway  stretches 
in  a  straight  lipe  across  this  morass, 
passing  the  Adda  upon  a  long  wooden 


^vfori 


carnage  at  a  time.  Near  the  centre 
of  the  plain  the  great  rood  (o  the 
Stelvio  branches  off  mi  (he  1.    (See 
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HiUiDBoos  FOR  South  Gebmant.) 
The  Spaoish  Fori  FuenCes,  built  1603, 
aa  the  kef  of  the  Valteline,  od  a  rock, 
once,  perhaps,  on  island  near  the 
month  of  the  Adda,  ie  left  on  the  rt, 
and  the  margin  of  the  lake  of  Como  is 
reached  at 

t  Colico,  a  Tillage  situated  under 
the  Monle  Legnone,  immediatelj  S. 
of  the  embouchure  of  the  Adda.  It 
i»  less  onwholesome  than  formerly, 
owing  lo  the  drainage  of  a  lar^  por- 
tion of  the  marsh-land.  It  is  not, 
however,  a  good  halting-place ;  there 
is  an  indin^rent  /nn,  but  a  very  good 
CaK  where  a  meal  maj  be  taken. 

Steam-boats  from  Como  arriTe  off 
Colico  every  day,  eicept  Sunday, 
about  noon,  and  return  in  half  an 
hour.  The^  will  embark  or  disem- 
bark a  carnage ;  fare,  first  class,  ^  frs. 
Poats  may  at  all  ^mes  be  hired  here 
to  cross  or  descend  tiie  lake,  but  Uiey 
are  scarcely  safe  for  camages.  The 
magnificent  carriage-road  of  the  Stelrio 
ie  carried  along  tbe  £.  shore  of  the 
lake,  traversing  several  remarkably 
long  tunnels  excavated  in  the  solid  rock ; 
it  is  well  worth  exploring,  at  least  as 
fkT  as  Varenna,  the  next  post  station 
fWim  Colico,  where  the  Inns  are  good. 
(Route  9:).) 

A  diligen 
;urday)  froi 

(Como  and  Milan  are  described  i: 
the  Handbook  fob  North  Italt.) 


11^  leagnes=  394  Eng.  m. 

The  aarriage-road  up  tbe  Val  Bre- 
gaglia  and  over  the  Maloya  has  been 
finished  within  the  Swiss  territory, 
beginning  at  Castasegna;  thence  lo 
Silva  Plana  it  is  a  first-claas  carriage- 
road.     Tbe  first  few  miles  within  Uie 

some  places  steep,  and  paved  with 
stones,  so  that  it  might  be  dangerous 
fi>r  a  heavily  laden  cBrriaee.  Within 
the  Griion  territory 


tbe  Yal  Bregaglia  are  bad ;  the  best 
is  that  at  Vico  Soprano.  There  is 
no  good  inn  between  Chiavenna  and 
St  Moritz. 

The  road  ascends  by  the  n.  bank 
of  the  Mwra,  in  ftce  of  a  pretty  cas- 
cade formed  by  the  Acqna  Fra^g^ 
descending  from  Ihe  N.  About  5  m. 
above  Chiavenna  it  passes,  on  the 
opposite  ^de  of  the  nver,  the  grave 
of  the  village  of  Pieani  or  Knro,  bu- 
ried, with  its  2430  inhabitants,  by  tbe 
iitll  of  Monte  Conto,  on  ^e  night  of 
the  4th  of  Sept.  1618.  It  was  ainau- 
tiful  and  thriving  place,  peopled  by 
industrious  inhabitants,  and  contained 
numerous  villas,  the  summer  resort  of 
the  ciliiens  oF  Chiavenna.  It  now 
lies  beneath  a  heap  of  rocks  and  mb- 
bish,  60  ft.  deep,  which  fiUs  up  the 
valley.  Every  soul  within  it  perished, 
and  the  long  continued  excavations 
of  all  tbe  labourers  that  could  be  col- 
lected from  far  and  nei^  foiled  in  res- 
cuing anything  alive  or  dead,  except 
a  bell  and  two  lamps,  from  the  mins. 
All  (races  of  the  catastrophe  are  now 
nearly  obliterated,  and  the  spot  is 
grown  over  with  a  wood  of  chestnuts. 
The  inhabitants  received  many  pre- 
vious warnings,  which  were  unfortu- 
nately despised.  For  ten  years  pre- 
vious large  crevices  had  existed  on 
that  side  of  liie  mountain;  and  heavy 
rains  preceded  the  catastrophe.  Masses 
of  rock  fell  the  da;  before,  rents  were 
formed  in  the  mountain,  and  the 
shepherds  had  observed  their  cattle 
fly  from  the  spot  with  marks  ot  ex- 
treme terror.  For  two  hours  after, 
Che  course  of  the  Maira  was  dammed 
up  by  Ihe  fallen  debris,  but  luckily 
the  river  soon  worked  its  way  through, 
witboutproducing  a  d^baole. 

The  Val  Bregaglia  (Germ.  Seidell) 
is  fertile  and  picturesque:  it  is  shut 
in  by  high  mountains.  Many  of  its 
inhabitants  emigrate,  and  adopt  the 
profession  of  chimney-sweepers,  which 
the;  exercise  in  some  of  the  large 
towns  of  the  Continent.  After  passing 
through  Santa  Croce,  and  Villa  (Pon- 
tella),  the  road  quits  the  Austrian 
territory  and  reaches  the  Swiss  fron- 
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2  Caatasegna.  Above  this,  the  white 
mulberry  no  longer  flourishes,  and 
this  is  therefore  the  limit  of  the  enl- 
(ore  of  the  silkworm.  A  litda  way 
within  the  frontier  (rt.)  is  the  Caaile 

Bondo,  beloDgiug  to  that  breach  of 
.  e  Sails  famUy  (Soglio)  which  is 
■etClad  ia  England.  The  ruined  Castle 
of  Castelmur  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
Miure  h  conspicuous  by  reason  of  its 
tall  donjon.  100  ft.  high,  from  whioh 
two  walls,  15  ft.  high  and  10  thick, 
descend  into  the  gorge  to  the  riTer 
side.  The  valley  was  formerly  closed 
here  by  a  gate,  and  the  castle  formed 
the  key  of  the  Talley. 

31  Vico  Soprano  (Vespran),  a  til- 
lage of  504  Inhab,,  on  the  I  bank  of 
the  bLiira,  3380  ft.  above  the  sea. 

Casaccia  (/nn  &ir  for  the  locality; 
obliging  host,  Ang.  Zoan),  a  Tillage 
sitnateJ  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  tor- 
rent, which  after  passing  €hiavenna 
flows  into  the  LagoMezzola,  at  the  S. 
side  of  the  Septimer,  and  OD  the  W. 
of  the  Maloya,  over  both  of  which 
mountains  the  liumans  conducted 
highways  in  the  age  of  Augustus, 

indifferent  horse-path,  but  well  traced 
and  not  difficult,  leads  fVom  Casaccia  to 
Bivio  Stalla,  4  or  4^  hours'  walk.  The 
S.  side  is  much  more  ste^  and  stony 
than  the  descent  on  Slallo.  The 
summit  is  T840  ft.  above  the  sea-leveL 
There  ia  no  inn  on  the  summit,  though 
oue  is  marked  in  Keller:  only  rnias 
of  a  hut.  The  view  from  this  is 
fine;  the  Fie  Haretto  and  Honte  del 
Oro  being  conspicuous  featares  in  it. 
Though  now  impracticable  for  any 
kind  of  vehicles,  this  was  once  the 
ordinary  highway  between  Italy  and 
SwitMMana  until  the  formation  of  (he 
carriftgc-road  over  the  Spliigen,  which, 
being  a  lower  pass,  and  10  m.  shorter, 
is  of  course  preferred  to  it.  On  the 
Septimer  are  situated  the  sources  of 
die  Maira  »ai  the  Oberhalbstein 
Bhine,  called  also  Avener  Rhein  and 
Averser-I^ndwasser,  and  on  its  E.  de- 
clivity, on  the  confines  of  the  Maloya, 
the  nier  /nn  rises  out  uf  the  small  lake 
called  Lago  di  Lugni  or  Lac  Longhino, 
at  the  foot  of  Mont  Longhino,  one  of 
Ae  points  of  the  Septimer.    Thus,  one 


single  mountain  distributes  its  rills 
beliween  the  three  great  seas  which 
bathe  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  in 
this  respect  it  is  unique  in  Europe,] 

"  Above  Casaccift  (As  Maloya  road  is 
zigzagged  for  1  hour  of  ascent,  up  to 
the  summit  of  the  pass  (62T0  ft.) ;  but 
on  the  N.  side  the  descent  ia  so  gra- 
dual as  not  to  require  the  skill  of  an 
engineer.  The  scenery  it  presents  is 
not  so  grand  as  that  on  most  of  the 
passes  in  the  main  range  of  the  Alps; 
but  the  combination  of  the  lofty  and 
snow-clad  summits  of  the  Bemina, 
and  the  glaciers  descending  from 
them,  with  the  lakes,  close  to  the 
shore  of  whioh  the  road  ia  carried, 
gives  this  pass  an  air  of  singular  pic- 
turesqueness,  to  which  I  remember 
""  ""'  among  the  Alps.    If  the 


lo  pcu^el 


Plana  to  EinstermilnE,  [t  would  be  ihe 
natural  highway  between  Milan  and 
Innsbruck ;  its  height  being  less  than 
the  neighbouring  passea." — R  W.  A 
little  way  down  the  N,E,  aide  of  the 
ridge  the  road  falls  in  with  the  infant 
Inn  (in  Romansch  Oen  or  Bnt).  here  a 
mere  torrent,  which  hastens  to  pour 
itself  into  the  lakt  of  Slk,  a  picturesqae 
mountain  basin,  5  m.  long,  extending 
as  far  as  Sils.  This  lake  (in  Romansch 
Leg  de  Selgio)  is  ted  by  the  much 
smaller  lake  of  Lugni,  2  m.  higher  up 
in  the  flank  of  bbint  Longhino,  tlte 
true  source  of  the  Inn. 

Sils,  the  highest  village  of  the  En- 
gadine.  The  most  conspicuous  build- 
ing here  is  the  villa  of  a  chocolate 
manufacturer,  named  Josti,  a  native 
of  Davos,  who,  having  quitted  Swit- 
aerland  a  beggar,  made  a  large  for- 
tune in  one  of  the  capitals  of  N.  0er- 
rt  of  which  he  expeHfled 
c  and  unprofitable  strnc- 

The  lake  of  Sils  is  succeeded  by 
two  other  small  lakes  of  Silva  Plana, 
and  of  Campfeer,  through  both  of 
which  the  Inn  passes.     At 

4|  Silva  Ptna  the  Julier  road 
(Route  82 j  enters  the  Engadine. 
About  3  miles  lower  down  stands 

2i  St.  Moriti.    Rout*  83. 

(Samadan  is  the  post-station.) 


"ntfds" 


15  leaguea=45J  Eag.  miles. 

Diligence  everj  daj  in  about  IG 
hours.  The  aopply  of  post-horsei  on 
this  road  19  very  smidl,  not  exceeding 
6  at  each  post  honae^  and  difficulties 
are  therefore  experienced  in  getting 
OD.  TraveUers  should  sUrt  !□  ver; 
good  time»  or  bespeak  horses  before- 
haad.  "  The  poatbojs  are  often  will- 
ing to  go  on  a  stage  beyond  their  own, 
bat  they  demand  exorbitant  prices, 
and  yon  are  not  sure  that  the  same 
difficulty  will  not  occur  at  the  next 
station/'— C.  D. 

N.B. — No  good  inn  between  Splli- 
gen  and  Bellimons. 

The  road  over  the  Bemardin  was 
constructed  in  1822,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  engineer  Pocobelli,  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  Sardinian  and 
Orison  goremments.  About  6-7tbs 
of  the  sum  required  were  advanced  by 
the  Ring  of  Sardinia,  who  duly  ap- 
preciated the  advaotagea  10  his  domi- 
nions to  be  derived  from  a  highway 
which  should  connect,  by  a  direct 
line,  the  port  of  Genoa  and  the  ca- 
pil^  Turin  with  Switzerland  and  W. 
Germany. 

The  road,  leaving  the  bridge  of 
Spliigen  (Ele,  87)  on  the  L,  advances 
up  the  valley  of  Hinter-Khein,  whose 
stem  and  barren  features  have  less 
of  beauty  than  of  wildness,  alon^  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Rhine  through  2(  Kufa- 
nen,  distant  about  9  m.  to 
.  Hinterrheiu  —  Jna :  Foet,  tolerable 
—  the  highest  village  in  the  valley, 
170  ft.  above  Splugen,  an  elevation  at 
whiah  no  grain  but  barley  grows. 

J  Hence  to  the  source  of  the  Rhine 
lake  up  6  or  7  hours  goiug  and 
returning,  exclusive  of  stoppage!^ 
A  muidtude  of  atreamleta  ti 
down  from  the  ci 
rounding  mountains,  where  deep  snot 
rests  almost  all  the  year  round,  t 
feed  the  infant  Rhine.  But  the  Soarc 
of  the  Shine  lies  about  10  miles  highe 
up  the  valley,  half  of  which  distanci 
or  two-thinh  laM  in  the  summer,  ca 
be  performed  on  horseback,  the  ret 
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specially  is  difficult  and  fatiguing, 
nd  the  assistance  of  a  guide  is  necea- 
irj  to  find  the  way.  The  scenery  of 
lie  upper  part  of  the  valley  is  savagely 
grand,  and  well  deserves  the  notice  of 
travellera.  The  river  takes  its  riae 
at  the  very  extremity  of  this  frost- 
bound  valley,  from  beneath  a  glacier 
ironically  called  Faradiea,  aituated 
between  the  Moschel-Hom  and  the 
Piz  Val-Rhein,  or  Vogelberg  (10,300 
fL),  two  of  the  highest  mountains  in 
the  Qrison  range,  forming  part  of  the 
group  called  Monte  Adula.  At  the 
end  of  about  4  miles  the  path  begins 
to  ascend,  and  is  soon  lost  in  crossing 
sleep  slopes  covered  with  debris  of 
rock,  so  that  a  previous  knowledge  of 
the  direction  will  alone  enable  the 
traveller  to  reach  the  source  by  him- 
self. After  sLirting  along  (he  sides  of 
a  savage  ravine  calted  Holle,  a  steep 
deacent  leads  down  to  (he  fountain- 
bead  in  the  glacier,  which  is  some- 
times hollowed  out  into  a  magnificent 
dome  or  cavern.] 

There  ia  a  fine  Pais,  the  Valserberg, 
from  Hinter-Rhein  to  llani. 

The  rood  over  the  Bemardin  bids 
adieu  to  the  Rhine  at  Hinler-Rhein, 
crossing  it  by  a  atone  bridge,  the  first 
which  apans  its  current,  after  which 
it  immediately  b^ns  to  ascend,  breast- 
ing the  steep  slope  of  the  mountain 
by  sixteen  zigcags;  many  of  its  tnm- 
ings  are  very  abrupt 

A  striking  view  openH  out  on  the 
rt.,  over  the  head  of  uie  Rhine  valley 
and  the  glaciers,   whence   it  bursts 
forth.     On  the  rt  of  the  road  rises 
the   gigantic   mass   of  the   Moschel- 
Hom,  and  on  the  1  the  black  peak  of 
the  Mitlag-Hom  overhangs  the  pass. 
The  passage  over  tbe  Alps  is  said 
)  have  Deen  known  to  the  Romansi 
was  called  the  Vogelberg  down  to 
the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
when  a  pious  missionary,   St.   Ber- 
oardin  of  Sienna,  preached  the  Gospel 
through  these  remote  Alpine  valleys, 
'  a  chapel  dedicatad  to  him,  on  the 
lide  of  the  mountain,  gave  r' 


1  trickle 


which  il 
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vatioDS,  and  before 

Bested  any  other  road  than  a  miser- 

abie  mule-path. 

The  snmmit  of  llie  pass,  about  7115 
ft  above  the  sea,  aod  24U0  ft.  above 
the  village  of  SplueeD,  ia  partly  occu- 

S'  ed  bj  a  lake  caQed  La^  Moesola, 
e  source  of  the  Moesa,  Song  whose 
margin  the  road  runs.  At  this  point 
a  very  substantial  but  homelj  inn,  or 
house  of  refuge,  has  beeu  erected. 

A  little  waj  down  the  S,  slope  of 
[he  mountain,  the  Moesa  is  crossed 
by  a  handsome  bridge  of  a  single 
arch,  110  ft.  above  tlie  river,  named 
after  Victor  Emanuel,  King  of  Sar- 
dinia, who  contributed  so  lai^elv  to 
the  construction  of  this  roadT  The 
carriage-way  is  here  covered  over  for 
some  mstance  with  a  substantial  roof, 
supported  on  solid  buttresses,  to  pro- 
tect it  from  avalanches  and  whirl- 
vrinds  of  snow,  to  whiob  this  gullj  is 
much  exposed  at  times.  A  few  strag- 
gling and  stunted  pines  here  make 
tbeir  appearance;  a  little  lower  down, 
trees  40  or  50  ft.  high  may  be  seen 
clinging  to  the  rock,  with  barely  2  ft. 
depw  of  soil  beneath  them;  their 
roofk  scarcely  strike  downwards  at 
all,  but  spread  far  and  wide  in  a  hori- 
zontal direction,  so  that  when  a  tree 
is  thrown  down  by  the  wind,  roots 
and  soil  are  peeled  otT  at  once,  and 
nothing  hut  bare  rocli  remains  below. 
The  S.  face  of  the  mountain  is  also 
far  more  abrupt  and  precipitous  than 
the  N. ;  but  the  road  is  so  skilfiilly 
carried  down  it,  and  so  gradually, 
that  a  postilion,  accustomed  to  it, 
trots  quickly  down  the  whole  way, 
turning  sharp  round  the  comers  of 
the  zigzags.  The  traveller  beholds 
the  road  almost  beneath  his  feet,  ex- 
tending like  an  uncoiled  rope  below 
him,  and  as  he  moves  backwards  and 
forwards,  following  its  turns,  he  ap- 
pears to  hover  over  the  valley  below, 
and  might  fancy  himself  fastened  to 
the  end  of  a  pendulum,  and  balanced 

aj  St.  Bernardino— (ftijis;  Bad- 
hans,     probably    the    best ;     Crois 
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and  village,  the  first  and  loftiest  in 
the  valley  of  Misocco,  consisting  of 
a  few  houses  planted  halfway  down 
the  descent  on  a  small  plain  or  ledge. 
There  is  a  mineral  spring  here,  having 
a  temperature  of  about  40°  Fahr., 
and  a  strong  taste  of  ink.  It  is  one 
of  the  highest  mineral  sources  among 
the  Alps,  and  annually  draws  a  few 
invalids  to  the  spot,  but  the  company 
is  far  from  select.  The  passage  of 
the  mountain  from  Hinter-Ehem  to 
St.  Bemardine  is  effected  in  about 
ajhrs. 

The  descent  from  this  into  the 
lower  valley  of  Misocco  (in  Germ. 
Masox  or  Misos  Thai ;  Ital.  Yal  Me- 
solcina)  is  a  scene  of  beauty  scarcely 
surpassed  among  the  Alps- 
Near  St.  Giacomo  there  are  quar- 
ries of  gypsum  ;  here  there  is  also  a 
fall  of  the  Moesa.  It  is  a  continued 
descent  as  far  as  Misocco  and  the 
Ponle  di  Soasza,  which  is  onlj  a  few 
hundred  feet  higher  than  Coire,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Kiine.  _This  will  give 
some  idea  of  tbe  abruptness  of  the 
southern  descent, from  the  Alps  con- 
trasted with  the  northern. 

3  Misocco  (/nn .-  Post,  dirty,  wretch- 
ed), a  village  of  about  900  Inhab., 
caUed  also  Cremao.  The  views  from 
its  churchyard  and  old  castle  are  fine. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Misocco 
(he  luxuriant  growth  of  tbe  chestnut 
and  walnut,  the  abundant  crops  of 
miuze,  the  presence  of  tbe  vine  and 
the  mulberry,  which  succeed  each 
other  within  the  space  of  a  few  miles, 
remind  the  traveller  that  be  is  indeed 
in  Italy ;  and  he  soon  becomes  other- 
wise aware  of  this  change  by  the 
altered  language,  the  laziness  and 
filth  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  mi- 
serable habitations.  The  situation  ot 
Misocco  is  charming.  A  little  way 
below  it,  in  the  middle  of  the  valley, 
rises  up  the  ruined  Caatle  of  Misocco, 
a  feudd  seat  of  the  powerful  lords  of 
Masox,  sold  by  them,  1482,  to  Ibe  ce- 
lebralM  Milanese  general  Trivulzio, 
taken  and  destroyed  by  the  Grati- 
bundtoers,  1526.  Tbe  valley  is  here 
bounded  by  precipices,  over  and 
.  among  whose  rocky  sides  a  number 
I  of  waterfalls  dash,  asantsing  the  shape 
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mand  the  passa^  up  and  down. 

A  very  sleep  and  difficult  path 
aacenda  the  E.  side  of  the  valley, 
nearly  opposite  the  castle,  and  crosa- 
ing  Che  ridge  of  Che  Alps,  by  the  don- 
gerouB  paas  of  the  Forcota,  dedceuda 
aC  ODce  upon  Chiavenna. 

The  vallej  of  Misocco  has  lost 
much  of  its  beauty  and  cheerfulness 
since  the  fearful  thunderstorm  and 
inundation  of  AagusC,  1834,  which 
overwhelmed  the  land  in  many  places 
with  torrents  of  rocks,  and  has  left 
behind  beds  of  gravel  and  alluviuni 
in  places  90  fC  high,  thus  condenm- 
ing  it  10  eternal  sterility.  50  houses, 
201)  cbUets,  and  many  bridges  were 
swept  away.  An  inscripdon  has  been 
attached  Co  a  huge  maas,  stating  that 
it  and    others   descended  from    the 

Below  Soazza  the  new  road  runs 
along  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Moesa.  On 
the  rt,  the  graceful  cascade  of  Buf- 

fklora  precipitates  itself  from  the  top 

The  general  legislative  aaaemblies 
of  the  men  of  the  valley  are  held  an- 
nually at  LostaUs. 

3f  Cama. 

Ac  Grono  the  Val  Calanca  opens 
out  from  the  W. 

Iloveredo^(/nns.'  Croce  Bianca,  to- 
lerable; Canoned'Oro)— a  villaee  con- 
taining nearly  lOOD  Inhab.,  with  the 
ruined  castle  of  Trivulrio  in  its  vi- 
cinity. ThePriorofRoveredoandU 
old  women  were  bumC  for  praccising 
witchcrafC  by  Carlo  Borromeo,  in 
15S3,  at  hia  first  visitation  of  the  dio- 
cese. The  rivers  hereabouts  are  used 
to  float  down  the  timber  cut  in  the 
forests  of  the  higher  transverse  valleys. 

St.  Vitlore  is  the  last  village  io  the 
canton  of  the  Grisons :  below  it  we 
enter  Che  canton  Tessin  and  the  Val 
I^vantina,  and  our  road  joins  ChaC 
descending  from  Che  SC.  Gothard 
(Bte.  34).  Below  the  junction  of 
the  rivers  Hoesa  and  Ticioo  stands 
Arbedo,  memorable  in  history  for  the 
severe  defeat  which  the  Swiss  sus- 
tained here  from  (ho  Milanese,  com- 


manded by  the  celebrated  generals 
Delia  Pergola  and  Carmagnola,  in 
1433.  Near  the  Church  of  Bc.  Panl, 
called  Cbiesa  IKoasa,  from  its  red 
colour,  3000  Swiss  lie  buried  under 
3  lai^  mounds,  still  distinguishable. 
Defeat  was  at  that  period  so  unusual 
to  the  Swiss,  even  from  a  greatly  su- 
perior force,  that  thoy  retired  across 
the  Alps  abashed  and  discouraged. 

The  distant  aapecC  of  Belknzona, 
surrouoded  by  battlemented  walls, 
which  once  stretched  quite  across 
the  valley,  and  overhung  by  no  leas 
Chan  3  feudal  castles,  is  exceedingly 
imposing  and  picturesque.  It  loolu 
as  though  it  still  commanded,  aa  it 
once  did,  the  passage  of  the  valley. 
The  luxuriance  of  vegetation,  and 
the  magnificent  forms  of  the  moun- 
tains around,  complete  the  grandeur 
of  the  picture. 

^  SelliHiona  (Germ.  Belleux).— 
lam .-  Angelo  (Post),  very  comfort- 
able I  Aqnila  (Aigle  d'Or),  outude  S. 
gate,  good  and  reasonable  ;  Grand 
Cerf. 

Bellinzona,  situated  on  the  L  bank 
of  Che  Ticino,  here  restrained  by  a 
long  atone  dam  (Toudo  Ripario),  and 
containing  1520  Inhab.,  is  one  c^the 
3  chief  towns  at  the  canton  Tesain, 
and  becomes  the  seat  of  government 
alternately  with  Lugano  and  Locarno, 
for  G  years  together.  The  view  of  it 
in  approaching  is  very  striking,  owing 
to  tie  3  old  castles  which  rise  above 
it,  and  still  seem  to  bar  all  passage. 
Within,  it  has  all  the  character  of  an 
Italian  Cown  in  its  narrow  and  dirty 
streets,  and  in  the  arcades  which  run 
under  its  houses.  It  stretches  quite 
across  the  valley  Co  the  river,  so  that 
the  only  passage  up  or  down  lies 
through  its  gates.  Ic  is  still  a  place 
of  commcrctsJ  importance  as  an  entre- 
pot for  the  merchandise  of  Germany 
and  Italy — situated  as  it  is  at  the 
union  of  4  ruada  — from  the  St. 
Gothard,  the  Bemardin,  from  Lu- 
gano, and  from  Locarno,  on  the  Lago 
Maggiorc.  In  ancient  times,  how- 
ever, it  was  of  still  greater  military 
consequence,  aa  the  key  of  the  pas- 
sage from  Lombardy  into  Germany, 
and  a  place  of  great  atrei^tli.    It  be- 


Switzerland.  eottteSI. — bellmzona  to maoadino  and locaeno.    247 


came  the  frailful  cause  of  inCrigae, 
coQlesC,  aod  bloodshed,  between  ihe 
crafty  Italians  and  the  encroaching 
SnUs.  The  latter  lirst  obtained  pos- 
session of  it,  and  of  the  Val  Levan- 
tina,  by  a  nomina!  bargain  of  2400 
florins  paid  (o  the  lord  of  MasoJc,  and 
they  obtained  from  the  Empr.  Sjeis- 
mond  a  confirmation  of  their  title. 
The  Duke  of  Milan,  Philip  Maria  Via- 
conti,  whose  ancestors  bad  lost  this 
territory,  by  no  means  acquiesced  in 
thU  transfer,  and,         '  " 

opportunity,  surpi 
nson  of  Bellinzona  by  a  Milanese 
force  under  Delia  Pergola,  and  took 
possession  of  the  town  and  valley.  It 
was  this  event  which  led  to  the  battle 
of  Arbedo,  in  which  the  Swiss  re- 
ceiTed  so  severe  a  check.  They 
^tarwards  twice  gained  possession  of 
-"a  subject  valleys  by 


rable 


Bellinz 

hard  lighting,  "  by  the  help  of 
and  their  halberts,  as  they  boastingly 
proclaimed,  first  from  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  and  next  from  the  French, 
who,  in  the  reign  of  Ikiuis  SIL,  ob- 
tained temporary  possession  of  these 
valleys. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  16th  to 
the  end  of  the  1  Bth  century,  the  Swiss 
maintained  uninterrupted  possession 
of  Belliozona,  governing  its  terrimry 
as  a  state  subject  to  the  cantons,  with  a 
mleaslTranaicas  thalof  the  absolute 
dukes  of  Milan,  their  predecessors. 

The  three  pictaresque  Castles  which 
Still  seem  to  domineer  over  the  town. 


e  thert 


:  3  Swiss  bailiffs  deputed 
u>  govern  tne  district,  and  were  occu- 
pied by  a,  garrison,  and  armed  with 
aoute  pieces  of  cannon.  The  largest, 
called  Castello  Grande,  on  an  iso- 
lated hill  to  the  W.  of  the  town,  be- 
longed to  canton  Uri,  and  now  serves 
as  an  arsenal  and  prison.  Of  thetwo 
castles  on  Ihe  E.  the  lower  one,  CaS' 
tella  di  Mezio,  belonged  to  canton 
Schwytz,  and  the  highest  of  all,  Cos- 
tella  Cori)ario,  to  TTnlerwalden  [  tbey 
are  both  unoccupied.  The  view  from 
Caatello  Grande  ia  very  striking.  A 
long  bridge  is  here  thrown  over  tbe 


or  4  of  the  arches.    The  banks  are 

fuarded  against  sudden  inundations 
y  the  strong  dyke,  called  Tondo  Ki- 
Krio,  constructed  by  the  French  under 
ancis  L 

There  remams  little  else  to  parti- 
culari.ie  here.  The  principal  Church, 
in  the  square,  is  a  handsome  modem 
building  faced  with  white  marble,  and 
bas  a  pulpit  ornamented  with  histori- 
cal bas-reliets.  There  are  several  con- 
vents here.  The  a.  o/S.  SinojjwCSt. 
Blaize),  in  the  suburb  Ravecchia,  out- 
side the  Eugano  gate,  is  said   to   be 


:ftT>m 


Bellinzona  the  traveller  has 
the  choice  of  two  roads  to  Milan  :  by 
the  Lago  Maggiore  (Rte.  91)  or  by  the 
L^o  Lugano  (Rte.  92). 

The  steamer  on  the  Lago  Maggiore 
departs  from  Magadino,  8  m.  §.  of 
Bellinzona,  early  every  morning  ex- 
cept Sunday  ;  Eilwaeen  to  Magadino 

day  ;  but  see  p.  350.  (See  Uand-dook 
forNoBTH  Italy.) 

ROUTE  91. 


13 


34 


BeUin 


Omnib^     from 

oming  about  aj  a.m.,  to  meet  the 
earner  at  6  ;  retummg,  after  the 
turn  of  the  steamer,  at  6  P.M.— D. 
Tbe  lower  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
icinu,  between  Bellinzona  and  the 
ike,  is  a  broad  plain,  &om  which  tbe 
■ ■  rable 
o  the 


cede 


ccupy  only  9 


distance,  but  still  give  grandeur  t 


ineyards,  but  tbe  bottom   becomes 

marshy  lower  down,  and  is  therefore 

unhealthy. 

There  ■ 

that  on  the  1.   is  the  most  direct  to 
Magadino. 

On  quitting  Bellinzonahy  the  Ln- 
gano  gate  the  dry  bed  of  a  torrent 
called  Dragonata  is  passed.  As  its 
name  wouQ  imply,  it  is  at  limes  a 
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t  carried  off  in  1768 


great  sc 
the  Fri 
town,  nod  dire&tens  similar  injury. 

There  are  many  country -ho  uses  on 
the  outskirts ;  and  high  upon  the 
alopes  of '    "  ' 


ings,  n 


^atbe 


H  of  B 


which  in 


t  for  safety  when  the  pli 


It  of  01 


mantic  tmrn  of  Bellinzona  ta  the 
anowj  Alps  lowerinE  behind  it.  The 
low  ground  throuet  which  the  now 
almost  stagnant  TJcino  winds,  being 
very  marshy,  ia  not  so  pleasing  a  fea- 
ture, and  the  exhalations  from  it  are 
unwholesome.    At  the  bridge  of  Se- 


1  Che  r 


■tofa- 


1^  Magadino.  rfnns  .•  II  Batello  a 
Vapore  i  verj-bad,  but  the  best ;  situ- 
ated bj  the  side  of  a  mountiuD-atream, 
which  carries  with  it  a  current  of  fresh 
air,  and  separates  the  house  from  (he 
marshes  :  Post  in  the  Tillage,  not 
good.)  Magadino  has  the  reputation 
of  being  unhealthy,  owing  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  mHrshes  of  the 
Ticino  and  the  prevalence  of  malaria 
—a  sufficient  reason  t«  make  a  tra- 
veller cautious  in  taking  up  bis  quar- 
ters in  the  village  for  the  night. 
(_i  12.)    Locarno  is  preferable  in  this 

Thij  little  village  was  not  long  ago 
a  small  group  of  houses,  but  it  has 
gained  some  importuice  of  late,  to  the 
prejudice  of  its  neighbour  Locarno,  as 
the  port  of  the  Laeo  Maggiore,  at 
whose  N.  extremity  it  lies,  and  as  the 
station  of  the  aieamhoats. 

The  Bieanur  sets  ont  early  in  sum- 
mer from  Magadino  down  the  Lago 
Maggiore  to  Arona  and  the  Borro- 
mean  Islands,  returning  in  the  even- 
ing (but  see  p.  250). 

From  Magadino  to  Lu^iao  is  3 
posts  of  canWm  Ticino.— C-D. 


forms  a  pretty  water- 
In  1829,  this  stream,  swelled 
with  sudden  lalns,  desolated  the  land 
around  its  mouth,  and  carried  away 
the  bridge.  According  to  the  super- 
stitions notions  of  the  peasantry,  the 
upper  part  of  this  wild  gorge  is  haunted 
by  the  ghosts  of  misers,  who  there  do 
penance  after  death  for  their  exactions 
from  the  poor  while  living.  The  latter 
part  of  the  route,  after  crossing  the 
torrent  Verzaaca  as  it  winds  along  the 
W.  shore  of  the  lake,  is  splendid  be- 
yond description. 

3§ZosarMo(Germ.Luggarus).  (Inn; 
Corona  ;  very  good.)  TTiis  is  one  of 
the  three  capitals  of  canton  Tessin  (  it 
has  1700  Inhah.,  and  is  said  to  have 
once  contained  twice  as  many,  but  has 
decayed  since  the  15th  century  in  po- 

Sulation  and  prosperity.  It  is  beauti- 
illy  situated  on  the  margin  of  the 
itfle  port,  at 


The  road  from  Bellin; 


i  Lo- 


B  the  Ticino  by  the  long 
bridge  completed  in  1815,  in  the  place 
of  one  carried  away  by  the  fearful 
inundation  of  1515,  which  did  so  much 
Mury  lo  the  whole  valley  (p.  109), 
The  road  runs  along  the    '   '      '      ' 


,   Ifont 


commands  a  good  view  of  (he  opposite 
mountains,  including  the  Monte  Ce- 
nere,  and  up  the  v5ley  over  the  ro- 

■  liPcBtDfCuilonTidno. 
t  S«f  s,  IntiDduniaa. 


groups,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the 
converging  valleys  of  Veraasca,  Mag- 
gia,  Onsemone,  and  Centovalle,  the 
last  a  primitive  district  scarcely  ever 
visited  by  travellers.  The  cUnuite, 
the  vegetation,  and  the  sky  are  all 
Italian  -,  even  the  people  are  Italian 
in  laziness  and  superstition.  The 
groves  of  orange  and  lemon,  the  tall 
white  steeples  on  the  hiU-sides,  and 
the  little  white  chapels  peering  out 
from  among  the  treCised  vines,  and 
mirrored  in  the  glassy  lake,  an^  all 
characteristic  features  of  an  Italian 
landscape,  even  though,  as  far  as  fron- 
tier lines  arc  concerned,  we  are  still  in 
■  Switzerland.  The  deposits  of  the  nu- 
merous torrents  here  flowing  into  the 
lake  have  encroached  considerably 
□pon  It,  forming  a  flat  marshy  delta, 
which  renders  Eocamo  not  altogether 
healthy.    "  The  spot,  however,  is  one 


Simlzerland. 
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of  singal&r  beauty,  and  great!?  to  be  I 
preferred  to  Mogadmo  hy  tr&vellera 
requiring  to  halt  for  the  night  near 
the  bead  of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  pre-  | 
Tiou3  to  embarking."— J.  F. 

The  Goeemment  Houte,  in  the  midst  of 
a  square  planted  with  sbnibberies,  yi&s 
built  by  a  joint-etock  company'  for  the 
Bittingfl  of  the  grand  council.  In  the 
oid  castle  are  some  antique  rooms  with 
beautiful  wood-carvings.  Here  are 
several  cbnrchea  and  4  conuente,  be- 
sides that  of  Madonna  del  Sasso,  oD  the 
height  above  it,  a  building  well  worth 
visiting,  for  the  exquisite  view  it  com- 
mands over  the  blue  lake,  and  the  en- 
trance of  tile  vallej  of  the  Ticino, 
whose  winding  course  may  be  traced 
flagbing  in  the  son  ;  as  well  as  for  its 
oSarci,  with  paintings  by  Luini — stuc- 
ooea,  baa-ieliefs,  &c. 

The  market  at  Locarno,  held  once  a 
fortnight,  is  frequented  by  the  na- 
tives of  tbe  neighbouring  valleys, 
and  exhibits  a  singular  mixture  of 
costumes. 

The  traveller  will  be  surprised  to 
hear  that  in  this  little  paltry  town 
the  distinctions  of  rank  are  more 
punctiliously  observed  than  in  many 
of  the  great  European  capitals.  No 
less  than  seven  ^ades  or  castes  are 
numbered  among  its  inhabitants.  At 
the  head  stand  the  signors  (nobili)  ; 
next  to  them  the  borghesi,  or  bui^h- 
erSi  below  them  the  cultivators,  ter- 
rieri,  or  old  landholders :  these  3 
classes  have  the  right  of  pasture  on 
the  common  lands,  an  almost  worth- 
less privilege,  owing  to  the  neglect 
into  which  they  have  fallen.  Below 
these,  as  to  prinleges,  rank  the  oriondi 
(settlers  from  the  villa^s)  and  the 

analisti,  foreign  settlers. 

The  decay  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
town  is  traced  to  the  intolerance  of  its 
Romish  inhabitants,  who,  instigated 
by  their  priests,  compelled  those 
among  their  fellow-citizens  who  had 
adop^  the  Befbrmed  &ith  to  — ~ 

Sate.  In  March,  1553,  116  pen 
:ludiT^  women  and  children, 
had  refused  to  purchase  the  privilege 
of  remaining  by  the  sacrifice  of  their 
reUgion,  were  banished  by  a  decree  of 


the  Swiss  Diet,  and  quitted  their 
homes  for  ever.  With  them  went  in- 
dustry and  prosperity ;  they  settled 
at  Ziiriuh,  tran^rring  thither  the 
manufacture  of  silk,  wMch  is  now  of 
commercial  importance  to 
that  city.  The  day  after 
of   exiie  \-'   ^ 


papal   1 


^d,   the 

arrived  with  two  in- 
ndignantly  objected  to 
le  mildness  of  the  sentence,  and 
rged  the  deputies  of  the  diet,  under 
pain  "of  the  pope's  displeasure,  to 
couple  with  it  coDflscation  of  the  goods 
of  the  heretics,  and  separation  of 
them  from  their  children,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  educated  as   pa- 

Sista.  To  this  demand,  however,  the 
eputies  did  not  yield  obedience.  The 
doctrines  of  the  Heformation  were 
preached  here  first  by  Beocaria,  a 
pious  Milanese  rnonS,  about  1534;  he 
was  soon  expelled,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  Vsl  Misocco. 

There  are  21  convenfs  in  canton 
Tessin.  The  criminal  statistics  of  the 
district  around  Locarno  show  a  latve 
amount  of  crime  in  proportion  to  ue 
number  of  inhabitants.  The  neigh- 
booring  valley  of  Teriasctt  is  in  evil 
repute  for  the  number  of  assassina- 

who  travelled  through  it  in  1795,  says 
that  the  men  all  wear  at  their  girdle, 
behind,  a  knife  a  foot  long,  called 
fakiuolo,  to  kill  one  another.  He  slates 
that  the  average  number  of  law-suits 
amoug  a  population  of  1 7,000  souls 
was  1000  yearly.  Whether  this  state- 
ment were  true  or  not  at  the  time,  a 
great  improvement  has  certainly  taken 
place  since;  at  present  the  number  of 
oQencee  in  the  same  district,  where  the 
population  returns  show  an  increase 
of  SUOO  souls  upon  the  preceding  cen- 
sus, presents  an  average  of  100  crimes 
against  person  and  property  yearly. 
Acts  of  violence,  murder,  &c.,  are 
however,  still  very  common,  and  the 
people  have  the  reputation  of  being 
very  litigious. 

There  is  a  path  up  the  Centovalli, 
a  secluded  and  little-visited  valley, 
very  winding  and  narrow,  to  Domo 
d'Ossola  on  the  Simplon  (Rte.  59): 
The  path  is  a  bad  one. 

H  3 
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The  Val  Maggio  (Germ.  MaTenlhal) 

Toe  out  About  2  miles  to  ttie  N.W. 
Locarno,  beyond  tbe  aanow  pass 
of  the  PoDte  Brolla.  A  tolerable 
cross  carriaa;e-roiu]  hoi  been  carried 
up  to  Cevio,  the  chief  Tillage,  and 
theuca  to  Feccia.  It  cost  the  canton 
nearly  300,000  SwUs  fr.  Tbe  diatance 
from  Locarno  toCesio  is  9  Ilalian  m.; 
and  thenoe  to  Fusio,  the  highest  Til- 
lage, I  Oi  m. 

Laoo  Uagoiobx. 


s  every  moroing  i 

.  a  off 
Xocamo,  Canobio,  Canaro,  Intra,  the 
Borromean  Islan*^  (which  it  reaches 
about  9  j),  Belgirale,  Arona,andSeslo, 
for  pasaeuKBrs  both  going  and  re- 
turning. H  calls  only  at  Seato  Ca- 
lende  on  the  Austrian  side  of  tbe 
lake.  It  leaves  Sesto  Calende  on  the 
return  voyage  at  1,  and  reaches  the 
IsoU  Bella  about  2.  It  returns  to 
Magadino    about    T.       It    tajiet 


i  Magadiuo,  Looamo,  Arona,  and 
Sesto  Calande.  Tares,  lal  class,  6  fr. 
20  C;  2nd,  3  fr.  80  c;  calfiche,  24  fr., 
including  embarking  and  disembark- 
ing, which  is  tedious. 

I'ravellers  from  tbe  N.  or  E.  side  of 
the  lake,  bound  for  the  Simplon, 
should  diaembark  their  carriages  at 
Arona,  and  so  escape  the  Amtrian 
Custom  House. 

Soic-boati  may  always  be  hired  at 
any  of  the  ^rta  on  the  lake  1«  make 
short  excursions. 

The  Logo  Maggiore,  the  Lacns  Ter- 
banus  of  tbe  Romans  (Germ.  Idtngen 
See,  or  Lager  See),  ia  about  52  m.  (47 
IU.Uan  =  ia  German  m.)  long,  and 
about  Sm.  wide  at  it3  greatest  breadth. 
Only  a  small  portion,  at  its  N.  ex- 
tremity, which  is  often  called  Lago 
'i  Locarno,  belong  to   Switzerland, 


About 


i.ofl 


and  the  Sardinian  the  W.  The  navi- 
gation of  tbe  lake  ia  free  to  the  three 
states  which  form  its  margini  but  the 
Austrians  have  established  a  sort  of 


Lago  Lugano;  and  the  Tuccia,  i. . 
Tosa,  descending  from  the  Val  Por- 
mazza,  by  Domo  d'Ossola.  The  aca- 
□ory  of  its  upper  end  is  bold  and 
mountainous,  and  at  the  same  time 


the  bay  of  Baveno  (to  call  by  that 
name  the  W.  arm,  containing  tbe  Bor- 
romean Islands,  and  overhung  by  the 
snowy  peaks  of  tbe  Alps);  but,  to- 
wards the  S.  and  E.,  its  shores  are 
less  lofty,  subsiding  gradually  into  tbe 
Plain  of  Lombanjy. 

Tbe  principal  places  on  the  W. 
shore  are  Ascona,  surmounted  by  a 
castle ;  Briasago,  a  charming  ^nl; 
conspicuous  with  its  white  houses,  and 
avenue  of  cypress,  leading  to  the 
church.  Its  inhabitants  are  wealthy 
and  industrious.  Terrace  rises  above 
terrace  against  tbe  hill  side ;  and 
the  vine,  ng,  olive,  pomegranate,  and 
myrtle  flourish  in  me  open  air.  Be- 
yond this,  the  Swiss  territory  ends. 
Caoobbio,  situated  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Piedjnontese  valley  Canobina, 
contains  a  church  designed  by  Bra- 
mante.  The  two  islands  off  Canero 
were,  in  the  15th  centnry,  the  resort 
of  5  robber-brothers,  named  Uaz- 
zarda,  who  committed  depredations  all 
along  the  shores  of  the  lake.  Intra 
ia  a  very  industrious  small  town,  with 
several  manufactories.  A  road  has 
been  made  as  far  as  Intra  along  this 
shore  of  the  lake  by  tbe  Bardjnian 
government,  to  connect  Baveno,  on 
the  SimploD,  with  Bellinzona  and  the 
SL  Gotbard. 

The  places  on  the  R  side  of  tbe 
Lago  Maggiore  are  St.  Abbondio 
(Swiss)i  Macapio(ADstHan)i  Luino, 
(where  tbe  painters.  Bom.  and  John 
Lnini,  were  bom),  whence  a  good 
ro^  runs  by  Ponte  Tresa  to  Lugano 
(Rte.  93)i  Porto  and  Laveno,  nearly 
opposite  Intra,  whence  a  carriage- 
road  runs  (o  Varese  and  tbe  Sacro 
Monle.  Laveno  (/nn:  II  Moro,  very 
(air,  and  exquisite  view  from  it);  boat 
to  Isola  Bella  3  iwansigera  per  oar; 


Switzerland,     roitte  92. — bellinzqna  to  ldgano  and  como. 
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etrnage  to  Varega  12  or  13  fr.    Stune 

The  Borromean  Islands  and  the  S. 
extremity'  of  the  lake  are  described  in 


To  Lugano,  6j  Swiss  leagiie3=  16 
Italian  m.  ^  1 9j  Eog.  m.  Althoi^h 
the  distance  is  so  Bmall,  it  will  occupy 
between  4  and  5  hrs. 

To  Como,  5  posts  ^  33^  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  to  Lugano. 

This  road  turns  out  of  the  valley 
of  the  TeasiD  at  Cadenazzo  (p.  248), 
about  4  m,  below  Bellinzona,  and  be- 
gins lo  ascend  the  Monte  Cenere,  a 
steep  ridge  surmounted  by  means  of 
numerous  zigiags.  The  top  cannot 
be  reached  in  leas  than  2  hrs.  frum 
Bellinzola(Renrort  lo  Caserma,  charge 
4  fc.y  Even  a  light  carriage  must 
take  i  post-horses  to  ascend.    This 

rof  tlie  road  was  formerly  infested 
robbers,  and,  not  long  ago,  the 
ught  diligence,  in  crossing  it,  was 
accompanied  bf  an  armed  escort;  but, 
unce  a  guardhouse  of  carabineers  has 
been  established  on  the  summit,  (here 
appears  lo  be  no  longer  danger.  From 
tne  summit  a  fine  view  is  obtained 
over  the  N.  extremity  of  the  Lago 
M^giore 


rngj 


yt  towards  Lugano.    In  front 

expands  its  beautiful  lake,  backed 
by  monntsins  ;  and,  on  the  rL,  the 
Monte  Salvadore,  with  the  church  on 
its  conical  summit,  becomes  conspi- 
cuous. At  Rivera,  the  road  falls  in 
with  tho  river  Agaa,  which  rises 
about  12  m.  to  the  E.,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Honte  Camoghd,  and  foUows  it 
through  Bironico  to  Morone,  where  it 
turns  to  the  1.,  and  again  ascends  a 
slight  eminence — at  whose  foot  lies 

61  Lugatm  (Germ.  Lauis)  —  Lots  : 
Corxaa,  civil  people  ]— Albergo  Suiz- 
zero,  good  cuisine,  L.  6.  :  —  both 
greatly  improved  §incG  the  Lst  edition 
of  this  Handbook  appeared,  still  not . 
first  rate.     Yin  d'Asti  is  good  here. 

Lugano,  one  of  the  3  chief  towns  of 


the  canton  Tessin,  and  the  largest, 
most  thriving  in  trade,  and  most  ex- 
tending in  j)opidation,  coutains  4500 
Inbab.,  and  is  charmingly  situated  on 
the  margin  of  the  I^o  Lugano.  It 
deservea  to  be  visited,  were  it  only  on 
account  of  the  beauty  of  its  site,  and 
to  explore  the  scenery  of  its  lake. 
The  hills  and  mountains  around 
abound  in  all  the  productions  of  the 
luxuriant  vegetalJoD  of  Itah'i  and  nu- 
merous villas  are  scattered  along  its 
slopes  and  margin,  embowered  among 
vineyards  and  gardens,  and  backed  by 
the  dark  foliage  of  the  umbrageous 
walunl.  The  town  contains  3  monas- 
teries and  3  nunneries.  The  principal 
ChurcA,  or  CalAedral  of  San  Lorenio,  is 
planted  on  an  eminence,  couunanding 
a  fine  view.  The  portal  is  richly 
adorned  with  sculpture,  and  the  fa5a<fc 
is  said  tu  be  from  a  design  of  Bra- 
mante,  A  email  chapel,  attached  to 
the  sequestrated  convent  of  S.  Fran- 
cisco, built  by  Bramanle,  has  been 
pulled  down.  Near  the  cathedral  is  a 
curious  bone-house. 

Hie  church  of  Sanla  Maria  degli 
Angeli,  founded  in  1499,  contains  a 
remarkable  painting  in  fresco  by  Ber- 
mniijui  iiuni;  a  Crucifixion  over  the 
entrance  lo  the  choir,  flanked  by 
figures,  life-size,  of  St.  Sebastian  and 
another  saint  (the  convent  itself  has 
been  turned  into  a  barrack)  ;  and  a 
Madonna  over  a  doorway  of  an  inner 
court,  of  first-rate  excellence  (removed 
to  the  vUla  of  Signor  Ciani)  i  a  Last 
Supper,  in  the  refectory  of  the  con- 
vent, is  of  inferior  merlL 

The  Hospital  was  erected  previous 
to  the  year  1200  -,  Ihe  former  Biskop't 
Palace  in  1346,     There   ia  a  Theatre 


There  are  conaidarable  factories  for 
throwing  silk  erown  in  canton  Tessin; 
and  Lugano  further  derives  activity 
and  prosperity  from  ijeing  the  entre- 
pot of  goods  shipped  across  the  lake 
from  Italy,  to  be  transported  over  the 
Alps,  and  tiict  venA.  A  Isrge  fair  is 
held  here  on  the  91h  October.  No 
less  than  three  nxcspupers  are  pub- 
lished here,  chiefly  advocating  very 
democratic  principles,  and  not  nnfre* 
quently  attacking  the  neighbouring 
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r  that  it 


monarchical  governmentg  of  Austria  j 
and    Sardinia.       There    are    aevera!  ; 

Sirinting  eatabliahments,  which  send  ' 
brth  cheap  editions  of  works  pro- 
hibi(«d  in  Italj. 

^ncirorts,  — -  Monte  Cnprina.  —  The 
moiiDtun  opposite  Lugano  is  pene- 
trated by  natural  BTOtWes,  which  haye 
been  converted  into  cellars,  called 
CnntHW.  Nnmerous  small  houses  are 
built  OTer  them  i  so  that  at  a  dislance 
they  have  the  appearance  of  a  Tillage. 
These  are  much  resorted  to  in  aununer 
by  the  townspeople  on  acconnt  of 
tneir  coolness. 

A  further  inducement 
spot  is  the  exquisite  i 
commands. 

"  The  view  from  the  top  of  Jfonie 
Saiwidon  is  of  no  common  beauty 
and  extenL  This  moonboin  forma  a 
promontory,  washed  on  two  sidea  by 
the  Idke  of  Lugaoo.  The  tiew  ex- 
tends oier  numerous  other  lakes,  and 
is  bounded  by  the  snowy  chain  of  the 
Alps.  Monte  Itosa  is  seen  in  all  i(s 
grandeur  from  hence ;  and,  according 
to  some,  the  wUle  needles  of  the  Dom 
of  Milan  are  visible  when  the  atmos- 
phere is  very  clear.  Keller  has  en- 
graved the  panorama  from  this  moun- 
tain. On  Uie  summit  is  a  little  pil- 
grimage chapeL  It  takes  4  hrs.  to  go 
and  return  on  foot  i  rather  more  on 
horseback.  The  horses  or  mules  to 
he  hired  at  Lugano  are  very  inf^or 
to  those  of  the  Rigi  and  Oberland, 
and  accidents  sometimes  occur  with 
them.  The  charge  for  a  horse  and 
man  to  lead  it  is  5  fr.,  and  2  zwan- 
There 
the  summit,  hut  it 
yields  no  other  refreshment  than 
water."— C.  D. 

"  Monte  Salvadore  stands  amid  the 
intricaciea  of  the  Lake  of  Lugano, 
and  is,  from  a  hundred  points  of  view, 
its  principal  ornament  —  rising  to  a 
heigbt  of  200O  ft.,  and,  on  one  side, 
nearly  perpendicular.  The  ascent  is 
toilsome,  but  the  traveller  who  per- 
forms it  wiQ  be  amply  rewarded. 
Splendid  fertility,  rich  woods,  and 
dazzling  waters,  seclusion  and  con- 
Bnement  of  view  contrasted  with  sea- 
like  e:itent  of  plain,  fading  into  the 


sky — -and  this  again,  in  an  opposite 
quarter,  witli  an  horiion  of  the  lof- 
tiest and  boldest  Alps — unite  in  com- 
posing a  prospect  more  diversified  by 
magnificence,  beauty,  and  sublimity 
than  perhaps  any  other  point  in  En- 
rope,  of  so  inconsiderable  an  elevation, 
commands."—  WbrtfeitorJA. 

Lugano  is  distant  about  24  m.  from 
Como  (4  hrs.  posting)  and  IS  from 
Varese  ;  the  iago  Si  Como,  on  the 
E.,  may  be  reached  in  3  hrs.  (Rte,  93J, 
and  the  l^go  Maggiore  in  less,  A. 
good  carriage-road  runs  to  Luino,  on 
its  E.  -  shore,  described  together  with 
the  Logo  Lugano  in  Bte.  93. 

A  Steamer  on  the  lake,  1S51,  plies 
from  Lugano  to  Capo  di  Lago. 

The  road  to  Como  runs  by  the 
water-side,  under  the  Monte  Salva- 
dore.  The  limestone  rocka,  compos- 
ing its  base,  exhibit  a  singular  phe- 
nomenon, highly  interesting  to  the 
geologist  About  10  minutes'  walk 
beyond  the  chapel  of  San  Martino,  a 
compact  smoke -grey  limestone  ap- 
pears by  the  road-side,  in  beds  about 
a  foot  thick.  "  The  farther  we  ad- 
vance, the  more  we  find  the  beds  of 
limestone  traversed  by  small  veins, 
lined  with  rhombs  of  dolomite.  As 
we  advance,  the  rock  appears  divided 
by  fissures,  the  stratification  ceases  to 
be  distinct,  and,  where  the  face  of  the 
mountain  1>ecomes  perpendicular,  it  is 
found  to  be  formed  entirely  of  dolo- 
mite, which  becomes  gradually  purer 
and  more  white,  until  a  little  way 
fWim  Melide,  where  it  is  succeeded  by 
a  dark  augite  porjihyry."  The  cele- 
brated geologist  Von  Buoh  considera 
that   the    gas    discharged    from   this 


.t  the  ti 


was  upheavod  by  vol- 
canic  fbrces  from   below,  has    pene- 
trated the  fissures  of  th< 
and  changed  the  part  of  it  nea 
the    porphyry     into    dolomite, 
change  in  colour 


The 


.  grey  limestone  into  a  white  crystal- 
line marble,  like  loaf-sugar,  may  be 
easily  traced  in  its  gradual  trajisidon 
by  the  road-aide. 

' '  Melide,  a  promontory  prcjecta 


e  pier,  faced  v 


pomt  of  which 
ith  granite,  has 


Saitxeiiand.     route  93. — luino  to  menaooio.     Laoo  L 

been  thrown  into  the  middle  of  the 
lake,  and  connected  with  either  shi 
by  atone  bridges — thus  replacing 
inconvenieDt  ferrj,  to  Bissone.  It  has 
cost  more  thau  a  million  francs.  Me. 
lide  is  the  birthplace  of  Fontana,  the 
architect,  who,  in  1586,  trtinaport«d 
the  Egyptian  obellBk  from  the  Coli- 
seum  at  Kome,  and  erected  it  on  the 
square  in  front  of  (he  Vatican. 

After  a  delight^  ride   along  the 


shore  of  the  lake,  the  road  ,  ... 
Capolago,  where  are  2  printing-oSicea, 
chietlj  of  prohibited  books,  and  soon 

aMendrisio,  which,  though  a 
town  of  1700  Inhab.,  contains  3 
convents  and  a  tolerable  Ijta.  It  is 
supposed  to  be  the  cradle  of  the  once- 
powerful  Milanese  family  Delle  Torre^ 
or  ToniaoL  The  fomous  toKer,  from 
which  they  derived  their  name,  was 
destroyed  in  tbecivil  wars  of  the  Hth 
centnrj. 

The  inhabitants  keep  their  wine  in 
caves  in  the  monntaina,  which  form 
capital  cellars.  The  Anstrian  cus- 
lom-honse  and  police-oflice  is  reached 
a  little  beyond  Cbiasso,  and  within  2 
miles  of 

2j  Coua*  Described  in  Handbook 
FOB  North  Italy. 

li  Barlasina-t 

li  MtLiH.  (Bairr's /nn  is  Capital.— 
1951.    P.  L)    See  H*NDBooir  foe  N. 

ROUTE  93. 

LUINO    ON     THE     LAOO     MAQaiOttE,    TO 


Lnino,  a  small  Tillage,  on  the  E. 
shore  of  the  Lago  U^giore,  the 
birth-place  of  the  painter  Bernardino, 
named  after  it  Lvini,  has  a  tolerable 
inn  ;  but  a  bargain  should  be  made 
beforehand.  A  cal^he  with  2  horses 
to  Lugano  costs  1 5  frs.  A  good  car- 
riage-road leads  hence  to  Lueano,  a 
drive  of  3  or  4  hrs.,  ascendii^  tnrectly 
from  the  margin  of  the  lake,  the  sleep 
h^ghts  behind  Lnino,  which  com- 
mand a  Gne  prospect.  It  then  follows 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Tresa,  upwards,  at 

\  Auftriui  p«U. 


Swiss  &x>ntier  about  3  miles  from 
Luino,  and  9  from  Lugano. 

Ponte  Tresa,  a  vilTage  of  385  In- 
habitants, is  named  from  an  old 
wooden  bridge  which  leads  across  the 
riser  into  Lranbardy.  At  the  further 
end  stands  the  Austrian  loU  and  cus- 
tom-house ;  and,  on  this  side,  a  Swiss 
toll  is  exacted.  A  great  proportion 
of  the  cattle  with  which  Lombardy  is 
supplied  by  Switierland,  pass  over  it. 
The  villa§;e  is  prettily  situated  on  a 

bay   of  the   I ' 

pletely  land-li 

Another  of  the  winding  reaches  of 
the  lake  stretches  N.  about  half  a  mile 
on  the  E.  of  onr  road,  as  &r  as 

Agno,  a  village  of  600  Inhabitants, 
placed  M  the  spot  where  the  Agno,  or 
Bedagio,  empties  itself  into  the  lake. 

One  of  the  prettiest  scenes  on  this 
very  picturesque  road  ia  that  pre- 
sented by  the  small  lake  of  Muiiano, 
which  lies  on  the  rt.  of  the  road  to 

I.vgano  (see  p.  251). 

The  Logo  Laqatto  (called  also  Ce- 
rwio)  is  exceedingly  irr^ular  in 
shape,  making  several  very  acute 
bends,  so  that  the  conspienons  monn- 
tain  Saliadore  stands  on  a  promon- 
tory, washed  on  two  sides  by  its 
wat«rs  :  its  greatest  length  is  about 
20  miles.    lis  E.  and  W.,  and  one  of 

territory,  and  travellers  must  have  an 
Austrian  visa  on  their  passports  to 
enable  them  to  land  there. 

The  scenery  of  this  lake  ia  exceed- 
ingly beantinil,  and  has  a  character 
distinct  firom  that  of  its  two  neigh- 
bonrs,  Como  and  Maggiore,  in  being 
more  gloomy,  rugged,  and  unculti- 
vated. It  at  the  same  time  presents 
great  variety  ;  near  Lugano  its  shores 
are  as  smihng,  as  frequently  speckled 
with  white  villas  and  churches,  and  as 
richly  fringed  with  vines,  fig-trees, 
and  walnut-groves,  as  the  more  gar- 
den-like borders  of  the  Lago  di  Como  g 
but,  in  penetrating  its  E.  bay  from 
Lugano  to  Forlezza,  the  moantains 
gradually  asanme  a  more  wild  and 
precipitous  outline,   and  the  darkw 
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^U  of  the  rock  and  oak  copae  fur- 
nigh  the  predominating  colour. 

A  Steamer  has  commeaoed  piling 
on  the  Lago  Lugano  to  Capo  de  l«go 
and  to  Potleiza,  1850. 

Row-boats  for  pa«»engera  and  car- 
riages maji  be  hired  at  Lugano  for 
Porleua;  it  take»3hrs.  to  row  thither, 
and  the  charge  for  a  boat  with  2  rowera 
is  6  fr.,  or  'i  fr.  an  oar.  There  is  no 
road  along  this  part  of  the  lake. 

Forlezza  lies  withia  the  Lombard 
frontier,  and  is  the  station  of  tiie 
Aastrian  police  and  dogaaiers.  Cbars 
may  be  hired  here  to  go  to  Menaggio. 
The  road  is  excellent  :  it  traverses  a 


A  cal^he  hence  to  Porl 
5  It.  lo  7  fr.  Instead  of  slopping 
her«  the  traveller  had  better  either 
proceed  a  little  waj  down  the  lake 
to  Cadenabbia,  or  cross  it  to  the  pro- 
montory of  Bellftggio,  or  lo  the  oppo- 
site shore  at  Varenna,  at  all  which 
^aces  there  are  good  inns.  Near 
Tremezzo,  a  little  way  beyond  Ca- 
denabbia,  ia  the  Villa  Sommarica  (now 
belonging  to  Princess  Charlotte  of 
Pruswi),  among  terraces  bordered 
with  myMle  ho^a  20  ft.  high,  and 
perliimed  with  citron  groves.  This 
palace  contains  Ibe  falamedes  of 
Canma,  and,  above  all,  T/uincaldaen'i 
grand  bas-relief,  the  triumph  of  Alex- 
ander, executed  for  Napoleon  when 
Emperor,  and  designed  by  him  to 
decorate  the  Simplon  arch  at  Milan. 

Bellaggio^ — a  good  /nn,  Chez  Ge- 
naszini,  board  and  lodging  (by  agree- 
ment) 6  fr.  a-day.  It  is  far  ti™n  first 
rate,  yet  tie  charges  are  high.  Bel- 
laggio  is  a  delighWil  spot,  commaDd- 
ing  perhaps  the  most  splendid  views 
to  be  met  with  un  any  of  the  Italian 
lakes.  The  prospect  ia  double,  bi- 
tending  upwards,  as  well  as  down 
towards  Como  and  Lecco.  The  best 
points  for  emoying  it  are  the  terraces 
and  delightftil  gardens  of  the  Villa 
aerbelioni  above  the  village. 

The  Villa  Mtlti,  ano^er  palace  in 
tliia  neighbourhood,  is   a   cnarming 


isited   c 
flower-garden. 

Varenna  (where  Albergo  Beale  is 
good :  the  Post  is  agreeable  quartera, 
and  good,  hut  dear)  may  be  visited  on 
account  of  the  remarkable  galleries 
near  it  excavated  in  the  solid  rock,  to 
allow  that  magnificeut  work  of  art, 
the  Road  to  the  Steliio  Pass,  to  traverse 
the  E.  shore  of  the  lake.  "  Pleasant 
walks  up  (be  mountaiD  behind,  la  the 
Caslle,  to  Perleda,  and  along  the  hrow 
of  the  hill  to  the  Cascade  Flume  de 
Latte— unrivaUed  view."— K  H.  M. 

The  ComasQues  emigrate  all  OTer 
Europe  as  venders  of  plaster  of  Paris 
figures,     barometers,     and    lool^g- 

Steam-boats  start  daily  and  twice  a 
day  3  times  in  the  week,  at  7  and  S, 
from  Como,  and  run  to  Domaso  and 
back  in  6  hrs.,  touching  at  all  the 
principal  places  on  its  shores.  The 
fare  is  5  fr.  22  c  They  take  car- 
riages and  land  them  at  Varenna  or 
CoBco,  a  post  station  on  the  road 
leading  ts  Stelvio  (Hasdi 

Gkrmany)  and  Spl 

has  been  erected  k 

'■  The  fare  to  CoUco  'ia  4  lire,  and 
far  a  4-wheeled  carriage  20  lire  ;  and 
to  Bellapio  2^  lire  for  the  first 
place."— Il  S.  An  omnibua  (called 
Velocifera)  runs  to  and  from  UUan 
daily  to  meet  the  steamers. 

They  who  wish  to  explore  the 
beauties  of  the  lake  at  their  leisure 
had  better  take  a  row-buat. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  delightfiil 
voyage  than  that  along  the  S.  W. 
arm  of  the  lake  to  Como  ;  the  shores 
are  literally  speckled  with  villages 
and  with  white  villas,  the  summer 
resort  of  the  Milanese  nobility,  dur- 
ing the  season  of  the  Villeggiatura. 

CoMO.^/nns  ;  Angelo  j  improved  ; 
Italia  {  hut  better  quarters  are  to  be 
had  at  .  Cadenabbia,  Varenna,  and 
Bellaggio,  all  on  the  lake  (See  HuiD- 
BOOK  FOR  N.  Italy).  The  places  most 
worthy  mention  are^ 

Leafing  Como,— on  the  L,  Borga 
Vico,  where  are  Ibe  villas  Salazar, 
Fruik,  and  Visconti,  and  a  little 
further  is  Ulmo,  belonging  to  Marquis 
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Baimondi,  where  the  Emperor  o£. 
Anstria  waa  lodged  oa  his  wkj  to  the 
coronation  at  Milan  ;  rt.  is  Geno, 
Marquis  Coroa^ia.  A  mile  further 
1.  is  Oie  Villa  of  ijoiint  Cioogna  ;  and 
adjoining  is  Villa  cTEsit  rBaron 
Cianni),  once  the  residence  uf  the  late 
Queen  Caroline,  whUe  Princess  of 
Wales.  A  little  further  is  Piizo,  be- 
lougiDK  to  Archduke  Banieri,  Viceroy 
of  fombardy  ;  rt.  ia  Blevio,  with  the 
Villas  Mylius,  Artaritt,  and  TagKoni, 
the  celebrated  dancer  ;  and  a  little 
furtheT  on  the  same  side  is  Behedere, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Bu^pvay.  Half  a 
mile  ^ruer  are  the  Villas  of  Madame 
Pasta,  die  celebrated  singer.and  Count 
TavemB  ;  near  to  this  is  erected  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Captain 
Locke,  who  was  drowned  here  in  1833, 
but  his  body  has  neier  been  found. 
1.  At  the  picturesque  villwe  of 
Tomo  is  Montrasio  (Count  Passa- 
laqua)  {  and  a  mile  beyond  ia  Orio, 
whence  Is  seen  at  the  bottom  of  the 
retired  bar  ia  Pliniana,  now  the  pro- 

EBrty  of  Prince  Belgiojoao,  a  square 
uilding,  so  called,  not  because  Pliny 
lived  here,  but  because  an  inter- 
mittent Bpring,  rising  behiod  it.  Is 
asserted  to  be  the  one  minutely  de- 
scribed by  him.  The  ViUa  Lenno 
is  supposed  U>  stand  on  the  site  of 
Pliny)  Villa,  which,  from  its  sombre 
situation,  he  called  Tragedia  ;  an  opi- 
nion confirmed  by  the  discovery  of 
broken  columns,  &c.,  in  the  lalie. 

The  Lake  of  Como,  called  by  the 
ancients  Laaa  Larias  (te  Lari  Max- 
nme  !—  Virg.),  is  about  40  miles  long, 
from  N.  to  S.  Its  8.  extremity  is 
divided  into  two  branches  by  the 
promontory  of  Bellaggio  ;  at  the  bot- 


tom of  one  of  diese  bays  lies  Conto 
(Comum),  the  birth-place  of  Pliny 
and  Volta  ;  and,  at  the  extremityof 
the  other,  on  the  E.,  Lecco.  The 
chief  feeder  of  the  lake  is  the  Adda, 
which  enters  it  at  the  N.,  and  flows 
out  at  Lecco.  The  bay  of  Como  has 
no  outlet,  so  that  its  waters  mUst 
also  find  their  way  ont  by  the  Adda. 
Taken  altogether,  it  perhaps  sur- 
passes in  beau^  of  scenery,  and  in 
:he  richness  of  its  almost  tropical 
'egetation,  every  other  lake  in  Italy. 
t  enjoys  a  classical  reputation,  as 
he  residence  of  the  two  Plinys,  and 
he  scene  of  the  scientific  researches 
of  the  elder  Pliny,  the  naturalist, 
Claudian  describes  the  voyage  up  the 
lake  in  the  following  elegant  lines  i— 


And  leSt  iht  ikiH, 

Tbfr  pe4kfl  tr«  thelved,  And  teirtced  nnnd ; 

Ttae  mulbSTty  aiid  muH,  ilxne 

Tilt  luTv  ifaade  tbmj  Ion, 
Lcnki  out  IDA  wblte-wsIi'dcotCuelMiv, 

Glwqiivr  tJw  mep  ud  wladiog  njj" 


HihyGoOgle 


HihvGoogle 


SECTION  n. 
THE  ALPS  OF  PIEDMONT  AND  SAVOY. 


PRELIMINABY  INFORMATION. 


I.  Piadmimtese  and  Savoyard  Alps.— 2.  /hns.— 3.  Roods. — 4.  Mtdes  and  Gmdes.— 
5.  Pastiiig. — 6.  Ctatom  Homes. — 7.  Jliaiaria.  —  8.  Wine;  Bread.— 9.  Money; 
Distances. — 10.  if  ops. 
f  1.  Aa  the  traveller  in  Switzerland  who  lias  tally  enjoyed  lie  scenery  of  the 
Alps,  and  inhaled  fresh  spirit  with  the  mountain  air,  must  deaira  infOTniatJoa 
upon  such  routes  as  are  often  or  occasionally  visited  across  the  great  chun  of 
the  Alps  sonth  of  the  Simplon,  and  which  would  lie  within  his  summer's  ex- 
cursion— the  following  infonaation  upon  such  passes  as  debouche  into  the 
course  of  the  route  of  the  Simplon,  furnished  by  a  traveller  who  has  himself 
examined  all  upon  which  he  has  written,  will  be  fbund  useful  l/t  those  who 
are  disposed,  not  only  to  examine  the  lateral  vaUeys  which  foil  into  that 
Roul«,  but  sach  other  Alpine  passes  and  retreats  as  the  traverses  of  the  great 
chain  present,  from  Savoy  and  France  into  Piedmont, 

Kedmont  has  on  its  N.W.  and  S.W.  sides  a  clearly-defined  frontier  in  the 
rii^e  of  the  great  chain  of  the  Alps.  From  the  valley  of  the  Toccia,  which 
lies  within  its  frontier,  to  the  Col  de  Ferret,  near  Mont  Blanc,  the  Pennine 
Alps  divide  it  from  Switzerland;  from  the  Col  de  Ferret  to  Mont  Tabor,  the 
Grwan  Alps  separate  Piedmont  from  Savoy;  from  Mont  Tabor  to  the  Col 
d'Ai^ntiilre,  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Stura,  the  Cottian  Alps  separate 
it  from  France;  and  from  the  Argenti&re  to  the  source  of  the  Tanaro  in  the 
Monte  Cassino,  the  Maritime  Alps  divide  Southern  Piedmont  from  the  county 
of  Nice.  Fast  of  the  Monte  Cassino  the  great  Alpine  chain  passes  insensibly 
into  the  Apennines. 

The  Southern  or  Maritime  Alps,  the  eastern  boundary — the  frontier  of  the 
Milanese  and  the  Slates  of  Parma* — are  not  within  the  object  of  this  section, 
which  is  to  furnish  to  travellers  useful  information  for  excursions  in  the  Alps 
of  Piedmont. 

On  the  side  of  Italy  the  Alps  offer  a  striking  difference  in  their  appearance 
from  that  presented  in  the  approaches  from  Switzerland,  Savoy,  or  France. 
From  these  the  intervention  of  secondary  ranges,  and  the  long  valleys,  pre- 
clude any  great  extent  of  the  chain  from  being  seen  at  the  same  time ;  but 
from  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  even  as  near  as  Turin— not  3D  miles  in  a  direct 
line  from  the  nearest  point  in  the  crest  of  the  chain — a  range  of  the  central 
peaks  and  passes,  extending  through  300  miles,  is  clearly  seen. 

A  day's  jonme;  is  sufficient,  from  almost  every  accessible  part  of  the  crest 
of  (he  Alps,  for  a  descent  into  the  plains  of  Redmont;  whilst  On  the  W.  side 
of  the  chain,  two  or  three  days  of  approach  from  the  pluns,  in  deep  valleys 
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a,  «J-e  requisite  tor  its  attammenL  AU  the  Ttatian  Alpine 
yallejB,  with  tYieii  umbrageoua  chestouta,  trellised  vines,  campaniles,  mills, 
and  freaco  painted  oratories,  on  commanding  knolls,  aro  full  of  pictures,  and 
differ  entirely'  from  the  Swiss  ndlejs,  which  are  simpler  and  muTe  sublime. 
Piedmont  only  requires  to  be  more  known  to  turn  the  current  of  nmblers, 
and  induce  them  to  spend  n  part  at  least  of  their  time  and  money  amoi^  its 
romantic  valleys  and  passes. 

Few  travellers  repair  to  Switzerland  without  the  ulterior  object  of  a  visit 
to  CAamouni  and  Mont  Blanc;  it  is  the  crowning  point  of  their  joumej,  and 
deservedly  so.  Those  who  have  time  and  strenglli  should  not  reat  satisfied  with 
seeing  Mont  Blanc  from  Chamouni,  but  sbouldmake  the  tour  of  that  moiuttain, 
remembering  that  his  aspect  from  Cormayeur,  on  the  S.  side,  is  even  gi-ander 
than  from  the  N.  The  traveller  in  Piedmont  should  espaciaUj  direct  hia 
attention  to  the  Val  d'Aosta  and  the  valleys  around  the  bases  of  the  Mtrnte 
Bosa  and  ifonl  Cenin,  which  untold  some  of  the  sublimest  scenes  in  nature. 
The  Val  Aniaica  opeciallg  it  anriitalled  for  beauty  and  grandeur.  The  valleys 
of  Anzasca,  Sesia,  and  Tournanche,  at  the  S.  side  of  Monte  Kosa,  are  also 
remarkable  as  being  Inhabited,  at  their  beads,  by  an  interesting  race  of  Oer* 
man  oripn  and  language.  Tbe  Lago  ifOrta  is  a  lovely  spot,  and  no  one 
within  reach  of  it  should  omit  to  visit  that  most  extraordinary  as  well  as  pic' 
turesque  place  Varallo. 

N.B.  "  In  the  Piedmontese  valleys  the  N.W.  and  N.N.W.  winds  bring  fine 
weather," — Fortes. 

j  a.  /nas.— The  Taaa  on  the  frontier  of  Italy—excepting  those  on  the  great 
highways  and  cities  frequented  by  tbe  English— are  vastly  inferior  in  accom- 
modation, and  especially  in  cleanliness,  to  those  of  Switzerland  and  Germany. 
Men  may  tolerate  tbe  inconveniences,  but  they  will  be  more  seriously  felt  by 
ladies,  who  must  be  prepared  at  times  "  to  rough  it"  after  crossing  the  It^ian 
border.  The  want  of  female  attendance,  the  dirty  floor  seldom  or  ever 
washed,  scanty  service,  no  bells,  may  be  generally  expected. 

When  the  traveller  in  the  Alps  receives  the  hospitality  of  the  cnr^s  of  re- 
tired villages,  where  there  are  no  inns,  it  is  usual  U>  leave  with  the  honse- 
keeper,  or  for  her,  a  donatjon,  which  it  is  just  should  at  least  equal  the  cost 
of  such  accommodation  at  an  inni  the  tax  would  otherwise  be  heavy  upon  the 
limited  means  of  the  host,  and  kindness  and  attention  are  thus  insured  to 
filtare  traveDers. 

i  3.  The  Hoods  skirting  the  Alps,  and  the  approaches  to  them  from  the 
pUins  of  Piedmont,  are  generally  excellent.  Wherever  there  is  interooorse 
there  is  a  good  road  adapted  to  tbe  wants  of  the  inhabitants :  if  Gt  fbr  Fdjob- 
tins  or  chars,  these  may  always  be  obtained  at  moderate  charges,  uaoally  13 
franca  a  day. 

RaUivads  are  in  progress  from  Turin  to  Chamb^ry. 

§  4.  ifuUs  may  readily  be  obtained  in  all  mountain  routes  accessible  to 
them,  at  charges  varying  from  4  to  6  francs  a  day ;  and  guides  at  4  or  5  Irancs 
a  day  may  be  had  in  every  Alpine  village  of  Piedmont. 

Bigid  caution  should  be  exercised  in  choosing  and  adopting  guides  on  llM 
Italian  side  of  the  Alps.    Guides  by  profession  are  rarer  here  than  in  Swit- 
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zerlaod,  and  any  Idle  person,  howeier  unqualified,  m»j  offer  himself  for  Ifae 
saJce  of  a  good  day's  wages.  No  one  should  be  accepted  without  sufficient 
evidence  both  of  good  character  and  experience  from  the  innkeepers,  the  curt, 
or  Bome  respect^lc  pereoo  of  his  village.  Certificates  from  former  emplojen 
should  be  inquired  for.  The  value  of  such  leatimony  will  l>e  appreciated  when 
travellers  are  told  how  in  some  cases,  in  remote  places,  men  will  press  them- 
selves into  your  service  to  conduct  you  over  dangerous  passes  which  thej 
have  never  even  seen,  or  of  others  who,  in  the  middle  of  an  intricate  pM8, 
where  their  services  are  indispensable,  will  become  menacing  and  extorti(»iate, 
und  even  strike  for  higher  wages.  Few  scruple  to  arow  their  acquaintance 
with  places  of  which  they  really  know  nothing;  their  only  use,  then,  to  the 
traveller  is  to  bear  his  luggage,  and  talk  Fiedmontege,  a  jargon  which  few 
travellers  are  acquainted  with.  Id  I^edmont  French  and  Italian  ore  often 
unknown;  among  those,  however,  who  are  accuslomed  to  act  as  guides,  French 
is  generally  spoken,  especially  in  the  valleys  on  the  frontiers  of  Savoy  and 
France.  On  mountain  excursions  a  portantine,  or  chaise  &  porlcur,  may  be 
procured  for  ladies. 

If  moles,  horses,  or  a  char  be  taken  across  the  frontier,  a  boleta,  or  permis- 
uon  to  pass  Uie  douaoe,  is  necessary;  here  the  animal  is  Festered,  the 
course  of  the  traveUer  staled,  and  money  for  the  horse  deposited  aa  a  duty 
upon  the  entree,  which  is  repaid  to  the  owner  when  he  leaves  the  place  on  the 
frontier  indicated  in  the  bolela,  a )  the  point  by  which  he  is  to  return  to  bis 
own  country. 

^  5.  Posting. — The  charges  are  (he  same  as  in  France,  1  franc  50  cents,  for 
each  horse  per  post,  and  75  centimes  for  the  postihon  (who  usually  receives 
40BOU.). 

The  Piedniontese  post  contains  8000  metres,  about  5  English  miles. 

The  postmasters  are  forbidden  to  furnish  horses  except  to  persons  provided 
with  a  bolleUme  or  order  jssued  by  the  Bureau  des  Posies  to  that  effect- 
On  entering  and  quitting  Turin,  )  a  post  extra  is  charged  over  and  above 
the  actual  distance. 

Diligtaee  office  at  Turin,  Bonafous  &  Co.,  Contrada  del  Teatro  d'Angennes, 
No.  37.  The  postilion  asks  a  buono  mano  of  the  passengers  at  every  stage 
the  smallest  coin  will  satisfy  him. 

f  6.  As  there  is  much  smuggling  on  the  frontier  of  France,  tlie  traveller  is 
often  subjected  to  vexatious  delay,  but  time  will  always  be  gained  by  submit- 
ting to  iL  The  French  can  rarely  he  bribed — the  Piedmontese  more  easily — 
to  facilitate  the  passage  from  one  country  to  another. 

§  7.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  advise  a  traveller  not  to  sleep  in  the  pluns 
if  he  can  reach  the  mountains.  His  own  love  of  that  "  health  in  the  breess 
and  freshness  in  the  gale,"  which  is  so  excitiag  and  invigorating  in  the  moan- 
tains,  would  prompt  him  to  seek  for  the  pleasure  of  breathing  it  and  the 
spirits  it  inspires;  but  the  suggestion  is  offered  to  induce  young  travellers  to 
avoid  sleeping  near  the  rice-grounds  of  Piedmont^  or  near  the  ponds,  where 
in  the  summer  the  Piedmontese  steep  their  hemp;  tiiese  are  deleterious,  and 
may  produce  fever— fetal  to  the  continuance  and  enjoyment  of  an  Alpine 
journey. 
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{  8.  The  tones  of  Piedmont  are  gener&ll;  wholesome,  often  fine,  and  some- 
times of  great  celehrit; ;  and  there  is  scarcely  a  hut  in  a  village  on  the  moun- 
tains where  ifrisnnd — a  fine  sort  of  biscuit  like  long  pipes,  and  made  of  excellent 
flour — cannot  be  obtuned.  The  traveller  ehould  uever  fail  to  supply  his 
pockets  with  some  of  this  bread  or  biscuit  broken  into  convenient  lengths; 
this,  with  a  quaff  leoca  a  freah  cold  spring,  having  a  dash  of  Einchenwasser 
in  it,  will  bear  him,  if  token  at  his  iuterviUs  of  rest,  through  a  long  day's 
joumej. 

{  9.  The  numey  of  Kedmont  is  the  same  as  that  of  France ;  t. «.  of  the  same 
quality,  denomination,  and  value.  But  in  parts  of  I^edmont  and  the  Italian 
Cantons,  accounts  are  kept  in  Milanese  francs  (lire),  ^:  to  16  boos  of  France. 
Those  not  aware  of  this  paj  their  bills  in  French  francs,  which  are  readily 
accepted. 

The  meaaam  of  diitance  are  ver;  difficolt  to  understand.  By  the  mile  of 
Italy,  60  to  a  degree  is  sometimes  meant;  but  more  frequently  the  mile  of 
l^edmont,  40  to  a  degree :  the  difference  is  enough  to  add  a  weary  length  to 
a  day's  journey,  when  the  mile  is  nearly  double  that  of  the  mile  of  England. 
The  French  league  of  25  to  a  degree  is  a  common  measure  by  which  they 
estimate  dislances ;  bnt  all  these  are  vague  as  applied  to  mountain  rambles, 
and  it  is  best  to  estimate  distance  by  time.  There  can  be  no  mistake  where 
from  point  to  point  is  slated  as  so  many  hours  distant ;  and  what  has  been 
accomplished  in  a  day  or  six  hours  by  one  traveller,  may  be  safely  recom- 
mended as  the  lime  required  for  another;  and  as  the  distance  reckoned 
herein  for  time  rather  exceeds  what  is  required  by  a  very  active  walker,  the 
estimate  will  not  deceive. 

{  10.  Maps. — There  ore  no  maps  of  the  Alps  upon  which  implicit  confidence 
can  he  placed,  at  least  of  the  country  south  of  Mont  Blanc.  Raymond's 
Sheet  Map.  hitherto  the  best,  is  not  free  from  errors;  hut  the  Sardinian 
Government  baa  for  a  long  time  been  engaged  upon  an  accurate  survey  of 
its  continental  territories,  to  be  comprised  in  a  map  of  6  sheets:  3  of  these 
have  recently  appeared,  and  contain  tiie  country  between  the  Simplon  and 
Monte  Rosa,  and  thence  to  the  Fo ;  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  and  Apen- 
nines from  Nice  to  the  Tuscan  frontier.  Panl  Chux'g  Map  of  Savoy*  is 
tolerably  correct,  for  Savoy  itself;  but  Uke  'that  of  Switzerland  by  Keller, 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  Savoy  and  Switzerland  neither  is  to  be  implicitly 
trusted.  Within  a  lew  years,  Ma^i  of  Turin  has  published  the  provinces  of 
the  kingdom  of  Sardinia  separately,  and  they  will  be  found  useful  though 
not  correct  Qeneral  Bourcet's  map  of  the  French  Alps  from  Nice  to  Pont 
Beauvoisin  is  one  of  the  most  accurate  yet  published.  A  most  faithful  reduc- 
tion of  this  map  to  two  small  sheets  may  he  had.  A  "  Dizionario  Geografico, 
Storico,"  &c.,  of  the  Slates  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  is  now  in  the  course  of 
publication  by  Maspero  of  Turin.  A  map  in  six  parts  is  in  preparation  to 
accompany  tlie  work  on  its  completion,  and  if  its  details  and  its  accuracy  he 
commensurate  with  the  text,  it  will  be  a  valnoble  work  for  the  traveller  in  the 
Alps  of  ^Kedmoat.  Prof.  Sismondi  is  about  to  pnbUsh  a  geolo^cal  map,  re- 
duced from  that  of  the  Government,  on  the  scale  of  that  of  Fronoe. 
■  FabKihid  by  WyU,  C 
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Carriage  Boad.         •  Char  Hoad.        t  Mute  Ro^ 
tbllowing  ilie  marka  indicated  are  the  gan 

St.  Mar- 


Ail 


i  Footpath, 
u  the  last 


the 

I   de   la 


■  Geneva  to  Salencbes, 

tin.  (116.) 

•  Charaouny. 

t  Tile  Noire  to  Trienl.  (IIB.) 
Col  de  Balme  to  Chamonny.  <1 1 7.) 

f  Breven. 

§  Uontanvert,  le  Jardin. 

t  Chamouny  to  Connayeni 
Col  de  Vosa,  Col  i 
bomme  and  the  Col 
Seigne.  (118.) 

■  Cormayeur  to  Aosta.  (107.) 
•St.Bemy.  (108.) 

t  Hospice  of  the  Great  St.  Ber- 

•  Martigny.       (See     Switzeriand, 

Route  59.) 

•  Viap  in  Valaia. 

t  Pass  of  the  Mont  Cerrin.  (106.) 
Chatillon,  Va!  d' Aosta. 
Col  de  Jon.  (104.) 
Bniasone. 
Col  de  Ranzola. 
Gresaonoy. 
Col  de  Val  d'Obbia, 
Bi»a. 

Varallo,  Val  Sesia.  (101.) 
Kocco.  (102.) 
Col  de  Colma. 
PeUa— Lake  of  Orta,  boat  to. 


Omegna. 

••  Vogogna.  (59  and  105.) 
t  Macugnaga— Monie  Rosa. 
{  Col  de  li^ro. 

t  Visp,  in  Talais. 
""  Pass  of  the  Simplon.  (59.) 
Arona—  I*go  Maggiore. 
Borgomanero.  (101.) 
Biella.  (103.) 
iTrea.  (107.) 

t  Oogne. 

Pont^Val  d'Orca. 

Ceresol. 
}  Col   de  GalSse,    and    return   to 

Chapis. 
t  Col  de  la  Croiit  de  Hivolet. 

Val  Savaranche. 

Villeneuve— Val  d'AosI*. 

•  St.  Didier— Mont  Saxe. 

t  The  Cramont,  the  Belvedere  and 
Pass  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard. 
(114.) 

•  Boure  St.  Mannce. 
Moutiers  Tarent^se.  (122.) 

*■  L'Hopital  Confians. 

Faverges. 
Annecy, 

Genera.  (53.) 


Six  Weeks'  Extweiort.     If  extended  to  I 


■  Moutiers  Tanulaise. 
(123.) 
Baths  of  Brida. 

+  Pralorgnan. 
Col  de  Vanoise. 
Lanalebourg.  (127,) 
••  Pass  of  the  Mont  Ce- 


t  Cesanne.  (131.) 
f  Col  de  SeatriSres. 
•Priwelas-Val   Clu- 


Peronae. 
f  ValGermanasca.  Pro- 
testant t  alley .( 1 32. ) 

BolsiUe. 

Col  de  la  Fontaines. 

Pralis. 

Col  Julian. 

Bohbio. 
•  La  Tour, 
f  Val  Angrona. 

Bora. 
•■  Lucerne. 


Months,  start  Jrom 
Peysanne.  (133.) 
f  Criissoles. 
{ Pass   of   the    Monte 

f  Abries. 

Combe  de  Queyras. 
•  Emhrun. 
>•  Gap. 
Grenoble. 
Chamber;. 

Annecy. 
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Turin,  from  Arona.  From  Borgomu- 
nero  a  gooil  carriage  roitd  lies  through 
the  viluge  of  Goixaoo  to  Buocione, 
a  village  at  the  head  of  the  lake  of 
Orta,  which  may  be  reauhed  io  an 
hour  from  Boi^omanero.  A  new  road 
also  bas  been  mode  from  Arona  to 
Orta,  avoiding  the  detour  bj  Boi^o- 
manero.  The  scenery  on  the  road, 
especially  the  approach  to  the  lake  of 
Orta  (Boute  lu.!),  where  this  beau- 
tiful lake  is  seen  backed  b;  Monte 
Bosa,  is  scarcely  rivalled  bj  any  lake 
and  Diountaia  scene  from  one  eod  of 
"  e  Alps  to  the  otbi 


Tiage  road  from  Orta  may 
be  followed,  and  thence  to  Gravellona 
in  the  route  of  the  Simplon,  3  m.  from 
the  Lago  Maggiore. 

From  Borgomanero  there  is  an 
excellent  road  to  the  little  town  of 
Romagnano  on  the  Sesia,  where  the 
An  is  good.  From  Romagnano  the 
road  up  the  course  of  the  Sesia  is 
singularly  beautiful ;  the  mountains 
as  they  are  approached  oSer  richly 
wooded  slupes,  and  the  masses  are 
relieved    by    castles,    churchea,    and 


of  the  Church,  crowd  here  as  de- 
votees. The  situation  of  this  town, 
and  the  sanctuary  on  its  celebrated 
Sacro  Monte — La  Numa  GerasaUmme 
nel  Sacro  MonU  <i>  Varallo,  aa  the 
guide-book  calls  this  extraordinary 
place  of  pilgrimage — present  singular 


'ho  has  the  i 


s  should  neglect  ti 


The 


•egeta' 


luxuriant;  several  villager  are  passed. 

The  principal  place  before  arriving 
at  Varallo  is  Borgo  Sesia  i  here  the 
valley  becomes  narrower,  and  the  road 
ofifers  some  striking  scenes,  lhoa|jh 
the  range  of  view  is  more  limited  m 
the  narrow  parts  of  the  Val  Sesia.  It 
opens  again  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Varallo.  /nns;  Albci^od'italia — best, 
tolerable  and  reasonable  rH.H.  M.); 
dinner  Z  it.;  bed,  1  fr.;  breakfast,  I^fr. 
liaPosle,  fine  view,  but  not  well  kept. 
No  good  inn.  There  is  need  of  many 
inns  to  provide  for  the  bodily  wants 
of  the  spiritual  visitors  to  the  Sacro 
Monte,  who,  especially  on  the  Festas 


Varallo,  from  every  point  of  view, 
is  highly  picturesqae,  but  it  is  so  in  a 

striking  d^ree  when  seen  from  the 
bridge  across  the  Sesia,  which  ie  very 
lofty  and  narrow,  having  3  arches. 
From  the  dry  bed  of  the  river  below 
the  bridge,  tlie  Sacro  Monte  seen 
through  Its  arches,  the  old  houses 
which  overhang  the  torrent,  and  the 
richly  wooded  slopes  of  the  mountams 
which  descend  to  the  Val  Sesia,  form 
a  tableau  that  few  sketchers  fail  to 
possess. 
The  & 


£ath,  which  winds  up  the  side  of  the 
ill,  and  offers  from  every  turn  the 
most  picturesque  and  beautiful  scenes. 
Just  liefore  the  summit  is  attained, 
the  visitor  passes  a  chapel  and  cm- 
ciRx,  the  es  voto  of  a  pious  German 
serjeant-major,  as  duty  announced  by 
an  inscription,  whitji  informs  the 
visitor  that,  in  honour  of  God  and  the 
Virgin  Mary,  John  Pschel  raised  this 
chapel. 


as  guides:  and  to  facilitate  (he  visit  to 
this  extraordinary  place,  one  is  ne- 
cessary, to  point  out  al!  the  chapelH 


.    the   order 


of    tbeir 


numbers,  an  affair  of  research  by  no 
means  easy;  for  though  the  spot  of 
ground  which  they  occupy  is  amatl,  it 

labyrinth-like  arrangement,  to  be  very 

This  remarkable  place  has  50  cha- 
pels or  oratories  upon  it,  besides  the 
great  church,  fountains,  &c.  These 
oratories  contain  groups  of  figures 
modelled  in  terra-cotta,  painted  and 
clothed,  placed  and  compoMd  on  the 
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floors.  Thej  chiefly  represent  emae 
of  the  principal  events  in  the  higUrj 
of  Christ,  in  the  order  of  their  occur- 
reuoe.  These  plsces  are  naier  en- 
tered i  they  are  merely  frames  or  cases 
for  the  subjects  ^onped  within  them, 
which,  seen  From  2  or  3  peep-holes  in 
front,  like  those  in  the  raree-shows, 
excite  the  devotion  of  the  Eaithful, 
and  the  disgust,  except  in  a  few  in- 
atuKsea  where  they  exhibit  skill  ae 
iTorlu  of  art,  of  tne  merely  curious. 
Externally,  these  oratories  are  rich  in 
ihe  architectural  display  of  fh^ades, 
portioos,  domes,  &c. :  the  figures  with- 
in are  the  siie  of  life. 

The  subjects  are  in  the  order  of  the 
nombera  of  the  chapels. 

1.  The  Fall  of  Man.    Adam  and  Eve 

are  seen  amidst  animaU  of  all 
aorta  and  sizes,  from  the  ele- 
phant to  the  rabbit, 

2.  The   Annunciation.      The  series 

which    refer    to   Christ   cmh- 

3.  The  ViaitalJon. 

4.  The  Angel  announcing  to  Joseph 

the  Miraculous  Conception. 

5.  The  Sor  of  the  East, 

6.  The  NaliTity. 

T.  Joseph  and  Mary  adorineChrist. 
'  8,  The  Presentation  in  the  Temple, 
9,  The    Angel    adtiaing   Joseph    to 
Fly  into  Egypt. 

10.  The  Flight. 

11.  The  Murder  of  the  Innocents,  One 

of  the  large  composilions  con- 
tains aboye  60  figures,  the  si™ 
of  life,  besides  the  punled 
groups  on  the  walla;  BO  ar- 
ranged as  to  assiat  the  compo- 

12.  "nie  Baptism  in  the  Jordan, 

13.  The  Temptation. 

14.  Christ  and   ^le  Woman  of  Sa- 

15.  Christ  Curing  the  Paralytic. 

16.  Christ  Raising  the  Widow's  Son. 

17.  The  Transfiguration.      This  sub- 

ject is  represented  upon  an 
enormous  scale ;  the  group  in 
the  fcregronnd  contains  the 
demoniac  boy ;  on  the  moun- 
tain, an  immense  modelled 
BUSS,  are  the  three  disci]  ~ 
above  them  Chriit,  with  M 


dome,  are  the  host  of  nea 
and  above  all,  the  Almighty. 
ThU  Taat  composition  occupies 
the  highest  and  largest  of  these 
structures ;  and  the  height  of 
the  whole  composition,  modelled 
and  punted,  is  nearly  100  ft 

IS.  The  Raising  of  Laianis. 

18.  The  Entrance  into  Jerusalem. 

20.  The  I.ast  Supper, 


rag. 
Christ  betrayed  by  Jadas. 

24.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Anna, 

25.  Christ  in  the  Hands  of  Caiaphas. 

26.  The  Repentance  of  St.  Peter. 

27.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Pilate. 
2S.  Christ  In  the  House  of  Herod. 

29,  Christ  Reconducted  to  Pilate. 

30,  The  Flagellation. 

31,  Christ  Crowned  with  Thorns. 

32,  Christ  again  conducted  to  Pilal«. 

33,  Christ  shown  to  the  People, 

34,  Klate  Washing  his  Hands, 

35,  Christ  sentenced  to  Death, 

36,  Christ  Bearing  the  Cross. 

37,  Christ  Niuled  to  the  Cross. 
3B,  The  Crucifluon. 

39.  Christ  taken  down  from  the  Cross. 

40.  The   Pieti— the  Women   around 

the  Body  of  Christ,  ■ 

41.  The  Body  wrapped  in  Linen. 

42.  San  Francesco. 

43.  Christ  Lying  in  the  Sepulchre. 

44.  Saint  Anna. 

45.  An    Angel     announcing    to    tht 

Virgin  Hary  her  Translation 
to  Heaven. 

46.  The    Sepulchre    of   the    Virgin 

Mary. 
All  the  walls  are  painted,  and  many 
of  the  pictures  are  masterly  produc- 
tions, not  unworthy  of  the  reputation 
of  Pelegrini  Tibaldi,  whose  name  is 
found  in  the  list  of  those  who  were 
employed  upon  the  works  of  the  Sacro 
Monte  di  Varallo;  together  with  that 
of  Qaudenzio  Ferrari,  a  pupil  and 
companion  of  Raphael,  Fiammingo 
the  fomouB  sculptor  of  children,  and 
many  other  artists  of  eminence,  as 
painters,  sculptors,  and  architects. 
The  valleys  of  the  Novarais,  of  which 
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Val  Seeia,  is  the  principal,  are  remark- 
able for  the  number  of  pointers  they 
have  produced,  and  the  ntunes  of  many 
are  preserved  here  as  hariue  proudly 
contributed  to  the  embelli^ment  of 
this  singular  sanctuary. 

Much  eSeat  is  produced  by  the 
amiropriale  situation  of  some  of  the 
subjects.  The  access  to  the  place 
where  Christ  is  laid  in  the  sepulchre 
is  by  a  vault,  where  little  light  is  lul- 
miltedi  and  as  it  is  difficult  on  enter- 
ing from  Che  open  day  to  distjnguish 
at  first  any  object,  the  effect  is  very 
imposing. 

Many  of  the  figures  are  clothed  in 
real  drapery,  and  some  have  real  hair, 
which  appears  very  grotesque,  yet 
full  of  character  and  expression ;  many 
of  the  heads  arc  finely  modelled.  In 
the  subject  of  the  Visitation  the  head 
of  a  female  is  stnlLiogly  fine.  The 
executioners  conducting  to  Calvary, 
or  otherwise  employed  in  indicting 
suffering  on  Chnst,  ai«,  to  increase 
the  disuse  for  their  characters,  mo- 
delled with  goitres  appended  to  (heir 
throats — a  proof  that  these  are  not 
considered  beauties  here,  in  spite  of 
the  traveller's  tale.  The  models  are 
painted,  but  no  offence  to  taste  in 
their  class  of  art  arises  from  this,  be- 
cause, an  the  subjects  can  only  be  seen 
through  p^ep-boles  in  front  of  the 
prie-dieus  of  the  oratories,  and  not  io 
passing  from  one  of  those  lo  another, 
as  much  illusion  is  produced  in  seeing 
them  as  in  observing  a  picture. 

Among  the  objects  of  religious  re- 
verence here  is  a  flight  of  steps,  called 
the  Scala  Santa,  reconuneDded  to  the 
especial  devotion  of  the  jkiihful,  who 
are  informed  by  an  inscription  on  a 
tablet  at  the  foot  of  these  stairs,  tbat 
they  have  been  built  in  ej:aot  imiiation 
of  tbe  Scala  Santa  at  St.  John  La- 
teran  in  Borne.  Some  of  the  nume- 
rous devotees  and  pilgrims  may  alvvaja 
be  seen  crawling  to  heaven  up  these 
stairs,  encouraged  by  a  concession  of 
plenary  indulgence  granted  by  Pope 
Clement  XIL  to  aU  who  would  climb 
these  eight  and  twenty  steps  on  their 
hands  and  knees,  say  an  Ave,  a  Pater, 
and  a  Gloria  on  each  step,  aiLd  kiss 
each  step  devoutly  1 


This  eitraurdinary  place  originated 
in  the  piety  of  the  blessed  (i.  e.  half 
saint)  Bernardino  Caimo,  a  noble  Mi- 
lanese, who  obtained  in  1486,  from 
Pope  Innocent  VIIL,  a,  faculty  to 
found  this  sajiutuary.  Only  3  or  4 
chapels  were  built  in  the  time  of  tfae 
founder,  but  so  great  did  its  reputa- 
tion for  sanctity  soon  become,  that 
princes  and  rich  devotees  contributed 
to  its  accomplishment,  to  the  extent 
now  observed.  St.  Carlo  Borromeo 
twice  visited  it,  in  1578  and  15B4,  and 
the  pallet  beditead  upon  which  this 
patron  saint  of  Milan  died  is  preserved 
here  as  a  holy  relic  for  the  adoration 
of  the  faithful 

The  Charch  is  a  handsome  struc- 
ture, and  the  cloisters,  where  the 
priests  reside,  are  in  a  beautiful  situa- 
tioi^  commanding  views  of  Varallo  and 
the  Val  Sesia  below  the  town.  At 
tlie  entrance  to  the  immediate  sit«  of 
the  Oratories,  booths  or  shops  are 
estabUshed  for  the  sale  of  oorone,  i.  e. 
beads,  crucifixes,  madonnas,  Stc, 
which  have  acquired  sancUty,  and 
the   power,  hi  some  cases,   of  work- 


lo,  or  other  miracle-working  relics 
possessed   by  the   fraternity  of  the 

Nuova  Gerusalemme.  The  body  is, 
however,  provided  for  as  well  as  the 
soul;  and  there  are  two  booths  within 
the  sacred  precincts  for  the  sale  of  li- 
quors, where  the  devotees  may  be  ge- 
nerally seen  preparing  themselves  for, 
OT  refreshii^  themselves    after,  the 

Elenary  indulgence  at  the  Scala  Santa, 
y  plenary  indulgence  in  091111  vita. 

It  is  extraordinary  that  a  place  so 
cemarkable,  in  a  country  so  beautiful, 
should  be  so  little  known  to  English 
explorers  of  the  picturesque.  The 
Val  Sesia  and  its  lateral  valleys  of  the 
Mastellone,  and  the  Sermenta — the 
former  leading  by  Fobello,  the  latter 
by  Carcoforo,  to  Banio  in  the  Val 
Anzosca — are  rarely  visited  by  them. 

"So  valleys  in  the  Alps  surpass 
these  for  the  grandeur  and  lieauty  of 
the  scenes  which  they  present;  none 
are  more  easy  of  access  to  Alpine 
tourists ;  a  finer  race  of  inhabitants  is 
nowheie  to  be  found,  except  perhaps 


Tied!-  ^  Savoy,     kocte  102. — baveno  to  varallo. 


The  cann 
offer  grealer  varietieB  of  costume  tuhan 
are  to  be  found  in  the  different  traua- 
veraal  valleys  of  the  Sesia.  And 
Varallo  is  far  enough  in  the  heart  of 
the  country  to  be  made  head-qiuirt«^, 
whilst  researches  are  oanied  ob  in  its 
neighbourhood!  and  not  an  unim- 
portant part  of  these  agremeos  is  the 
certainty  of  findine  tolerable  quarters 
at  the  Albergo  d'ltalio,  the  chief  inn 
at  Varallo,  uCer  the  wanderings  of 


turesque.  Immediately  above  Baveno 
rises  the  mountain  ndge  of  Mimle 
Monterone,  or  Morgmtolo,  which  dividsa 
the  Lsgo  Maggiore  from  the  Lago 
d'Orta,  and  a  mule-path  leads  across 
it  to  the  town  of  Orta.  "  It  takes  6^ 
hours  to  reach  the  summit  from  Ba- 
veno, the  road  passing  through  woods 
of  chestnut  trees  during  the  loi 
of  the  ascent;  and  2  hours  iDure  lo 
Orta. 

"  The  view  from  the  Bummit  of  the 
Monte  Monterone  is  one  of  the  most 
exKnsive  on  the  S.  declivity  of  the 
Alps,  embracins  the  chain  from  the 
Monte  Viso  to  (he  Orteler  SpitE.  The 
Mont  Blanc,  the  Combal,  and  the 
Mont  Cervin  are  hidden  by  the  nearer 
hills  of  the  Yal  Sesia  and  by  the 
Monte  Basa.  The  line  of  snowy 
peaks  to  rt  of  the  latter,  embracing 
the  Moro,  Pizzo  de  Bottarello,  the 
tSimplon,  Montfl  Leone,  Griea,  and  the 
St.  Oothard,  appeara  to  great  advan- 
tage. Farther  E.  rises  the  conical 
peak  of  La  Stella,  above  Chiuvenna, 
and  the  snowy  range  which  separates 
the  ValBregagUa  from  the  ValteUiua. 
with  the  immense  Orteler  Spitz  that 
closes  the  former  valley.  Almost  at 
his  t^t  the  traveller  sees  4  lokes^ — 
the  Haggioie,  the  Lake  of  Orta,  those 


of  Monalo  and  V arese ;  and  still  far- 
ther to  the  r.  the  great  plain  of  Lom- 
bardy  and  of  Piedmont,  stndded  with 
innumerable  villages,  with  Milan  in 
the  centre,  whose  cathedral  is  dis- 
tinctly' visible.  The  two  great  tribu- 
taries of  the  Fo,  the  Seaia  and  the 
Ticino.  appear  like  silver  ribbons 
traversing  the  dark  ground  of  the 
plain,  and  the  distant  Apennines  of 
Coni.  Genoa,  and  Modena  close  this 
unrivalled  panorama  to  the  S.,  whilst 
the  plains  of  Cremona,  Parma,  and 
Mantua  are  lost  in  the  £.  horiwin." — 
J,B.P. 
Beneath  the  observer  lies,  i 


/  Orta,  offering  a  thousand 

hough  it  is  within 
2  hours  of  the  roula  of  the  Simplon,  a 
course  followed  by  crowds  of  plea- 
sure-loving ramblers,  who  seek  their 
highest  enjoyment  in  scenes  like  these, 
yetpass  unwittingly  the  loveliest. 

Those  who  do  not  choose  to  go  by 
the  Monte  Monterone  to  Orta,  may 
visit  it  in  a  char  by  an  excellent  road; 
that,  at  Gravellona,  a  short  distance 
from  Baveno,  tuma  up  the  valley  of 
Strona,  traversed  by  the  Negolia,  (he 
river  that  carries  off  the  waters  of 
part  the  Lake  of  Orta,  issuing  fi-om  it  at 
Omegna.  The  Negolia,  after  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Strona,  rushes  across 
the  route  of  the  Simplon,  and  iblls 
inio  the  Tocoia,  near  Cossegno. 

long   and  steep    ascent 


Omegna  (An,  not  good),  at  the  N. 
end  of  Logo  d'Orta.  Here  a  boat  may 
be  hired  with  S.rowers  ibr  7  fr.^time, 
about  1  hour  to  Oris. 

AMtxoellait  carriagejoad  was  finished 
1B50,  all  along  the  K  shore  of  the 
lake  to 

Orta,  (ihnt;  Albergo  SanGiulio,the 
chief ;— dinner  3  frs..  bed  1  fr.,  break- 
fast Ifr.  50  c..  but  make  your  bai^uni 
Leone  d'Oro  is  a  very  fair  little  inn, 
beautifully  situated  at  the  watei'sedge  I 
Tre  Re  seems  good.)  This  town  is 
delightfully  placed  on  the  borders  of 
the  lake,  "  but  apon  the  side  of  a  steep 
declivity,  so  that  the  walks  have  the 
disadvantage  nf  being  alirays  np  and 
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down  hilL"— L.  a  The  fncilidea  ftit  l 
shooting  in  the  neigbbonring  monii'  | 
tains  and  forests,  and  for  liahing, 
bosttng,  und  bBlhio^  in  the  lake,  ofl^r 
most  agreeable  inducements  for  t. 
short  staj  in  thii  «ool  and 


urgomansi 


(Bout) 


d»/8  dri»e. 

The  /sofa  di  Sen  Oiulio  is  hi 
«ntj  in  Lhe  lake 
and  Fella.     Tbe  cfanrcti 


103.) 

inlio  is  an  objevt 
Lhe  lake;   it  lies 


Tke  Monte  Sacro,  on  the  summit  of  a 
lottj  promontorj  projectin);  into  the 
lake,  is  a  suictauy,  dedioatal  to  Saint 

FranoiB  of  Aurisi,  approached  by  2S 
ahapels  or  oratories,  Oka  those  of  Va-  ; 
ratio.  Some  are  elefraat  in  their  arcfai-  ; 
(ectnre;  and  tliej  contain,  as  at  Va-  : 
rallo,  CTOups  in  («rra-<M}tta.  The  hill 
is  leiS  out  like  a  beantiful  garden,  a 
character  which  pecnliari;  belongs  to 
ti>e  moimtun  slopes  which  Hurronnd  I 
this  lake,  and  whence  probablif  its 
name  U  derired.  The  views  from  the 
hill  of  tlie  sanctoary  are  of  singnlar  \ 
beauty,  cinnprising  the  lake,  (he  pnrai-  I 
mate  moontains  covered  with  wood, 
villages  which  speckle  the  shores  of  ' 
the  lake  and  the  aides  of  the  hills,  and 
the  whole  surmounted  hy  the  Ahis.  i 
Orla  possesses  the  reoonunraidation  ' 
of  beii^  within  one  day's  ride  or  drive  j 
of  Milan,  Tnrin,  Como,  Belliniona, 
VanJlo,  Moota-Rosa,  by  fhe  Val 
Seaia,  or  rte  V^  Aniasca,  and  the  i 
summit  of  die  Simplon.  There  is  a  | 
new  carriage  road  from  Orta  by  In-  i 
TOrio  and  Oosiano  to  Arena  3}  posts 
(Rte.  .19),  The  new  carri^^-road  to  j 
Omegna  at  the  N.  end  of  tbt  lake 
now  opens  a  direct  communication 
with  the  Simplon,  I 

It  was  at  one  time  contemplated 
to  rianlJnDe  the  jgreat  route  of , 
the  Simplon  along  the  shores  of ' 
the  Ijalke  oF  Orta;  this  was  the  j 
plan  of  General  Chasselonp,  but  the 
difierence  of  level  between  the  lakes 
Maggiore  and  Orta,  the  latter  being 
500  teet  higher,  induced  the  adoption 
of  the  present  line.  Such  a  road,  how- 
ever, ia  at  length  comjrfeted.  From 
Orta  a  boat  may  be  taken  fbrBuccione 
at  the  8.  end  of  the  lake,  9  m.  distant, 
where  lhe  /nn  is  tolerable,  and  a  char 
may  be  obtsioed  to  conlinne  the  jour- 
ney to  Borgomanero.  To  go  this  way 
from  Baveno  to  Onw^a,  to  visit  Orta, 
the  laola  (Jiulio,  and  other  objects  and 
places  on  the  hik*,  woald  not  ocoapy 


of  singular  bcant 
between  Orta  anc 

and  town  of  Sen  Ginlio  sunsoimt  • 
rook  that  rises  out  of  the  dwip  lake; 
the  bright  buildings  on  it  contrait 
with  the  blue  waters  with  K  fairy-like 
eBeet  ThechurtA  has  high  atiti<)iutyt 
it  was  built  on  a  spot  Tendered  sacred 
by  the  retreat  of  Son  Qiulio,  in  the 
4ih  century;  bere*his  ashes  are  pre^ 
served  in  a  sublerraneaa  vault;  and 
the  vertebrs  of  a  monstrous  serpent, 
said  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the 
saint,  ia  shown  as  a  relic;  how  thia 
relic  of  a  whale  was  broi^ht  to  such 
a  retired  spot  it  ia  ditGcult  to  conjee- 


The  church  ia  rich  it 


f'?'. 


;  some  columns  of 


p«f- 


LcSy  modemiaed,  but  retains 
smne  old  parts.  It  has  frescos  by 
P.  Tibaldi,  a  curious  pu^t,  bas-reliefa 
of  St.  G.  driving  ont  snakes  from  the 
island.  There  are  vestiges  on  the 
island  of  anci«it  fortifications,  used 
when  Guilla,  the  wife  of  Berenger, 
the  second  king  of  Lombardy,  took 
refuge  here  in  96%  Mid  defended  H 
resolutely  agMost  Otho  the  First, 
emperor  of  Germany,  who  had  in- 
vaded Italy  and  deposed  her  hnahffnd. 
Otho  restored  the  island  to  the  bishops 
of  Novara,  who  had  long  held  it 
before  it  was  seized  by  BerenRer, 
The  island  gave  a  tilJe  to  a  dukedom 
as  carty  as  590,  when  Minulfo,  duke 
of  San  Giulio,  held  it;  he  favoured 
^c  descent  of  the  Fmnks,  by  the 
Saint  Qothard,  for  which  treaofaery 
he  lost  his  head,  by  order  of  Astolpho, 
king  of  the  liombards. 

■Riete  ia  a  carriage-roaS  from  Orta 
to  Arona  (detour). 

At  I'ella,  the  village  on  (he  KfaoT« 
near  to  the  Isola  Giulio.  mulea  may  be 
had  for  crossing  the  mountain  of  Colma 
to  Yarallo,  4^  hours ;  and  the  ride  is 
one  of  great  interest,  from  the  bcAU- 
tifiil  ^tes  atid  views  which  it  f^fers. 
A  steep  fUh  leads  up  the  mount)^ 
side  to  AJola  aoudst  uie  ricbeM  fegt- 
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tation ;  lines,  fig«,  gourds,  and  fruit- 
trees  make  ^e  course  a  rast  garden. 
The  views  lookii^  back  upon  the 
Idgo  d'Orta  are  auperb.  Magnifioent 
forest'trees  offer  their  shade,  aud  the 
road  in  some  phioes  posses  amidst 
precipices  of  granite  in  a  state  of  de- 
DOmpositiou,  which  ofivrs  an  interest- 
ing studj  to  the  geologist;  here  manj' 
of  the  specimens  sola  at  Baveno  are 
obtained.  Above  these  granitic  masses 
the  path  continues  through  scenes 
resembling  the  ntosC  beautiful  park 
scenery  of  England,  and  then  opens 
upon  uie  Col  ih  Colma,  a  bushy  com' 
mon,  where  wide  and  pleasing  views  are 
presented  of  the  lakes  of  Orta,  Varese, 
and  the  plains  of  Lombardy,  and,  to- 
wards the  Alps,  of  Monte  Roaa. 

The  descent  on  the  other  aide,  to- 
wards the  Val  DugEia,  is  not  leas 
beautiful.  The  Val  Seaia  is  seen  in 
the  deep  distance,  richly  wooded  and 
studded  with  churches  and  villages; 
the  path  leads  down  through  pastoral 
soenea,  which  somecinies  recall  (he 
most  agreeable  recollections  of  home 
(«  an  English  trareller;  then  changes 
almost  suddenly  (o  the  deep  gloom  of 
a  ravioe,  where  there  are  quarries, 
formerly  worked  for  the  buildings  of 
Varallo,  buried  in  a  forest  of  enor- 
mous walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 
Issuing  from  this  wild  spot,  the  tra- 
veller shortly  finds  himsdf  in  the  Val 
Sesia  at  Bocco,  about  1  mile  from 

Varaih.    See  pa^  263. 

Another  monntain  path  leads  from 
Gozzano,  2  m.  to  Ibe  S.  of  the  Lago 
d'Orta,  to  Borgo  Sesia,  through  the 
village  of  Val  Uuggia,  the  birthplace 
of  Gaudenzio  Ferrari,  a  pupil  of  Ba- 
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lO^osts  to  Ivrea.     Diligence  daily. 

]iBorgO[Danero,IRoute  101. 

14  Bomaguano,  /This  road  is  hr 
preKroble  to  that  which  leads  by  the 
course  of  the  Sesia  to  Vercelli,  through 
a  flat  and  uniDteresting  country,  and 
descends  to  the  rizSres,  or  rice- 
grounds  of  Piedmont.  The  following 
more  pleasant  route  oroBsei  the  Betia, 


and  passes  through  the  Canavais,  a 
district  oelehrated  for  the  quantity  of 
hemp  whioh  it  produces,  and  from 
which  it  derivea  its  name.  In  the 
season  it  is  smgular  to  see  the  whole 
papulation  engi^ed  la  stripping  and 
otherwise  prenuing  hempi  whether 
walking  or  aitnng,  ^one  or  in  groups 
in  Iho  streets  before  thrir  houses,  al] 
are  thus  occupied. 

After  orossiug  the  Sesia,  the  tra- 
veller passes  through  Uie  town  of 
Gattinara,  (/nnt.-  Falcone;  Angelog 
both  good.)  It  is  a  great  reoommenda- 
lioD  to  excurali»s  in  Piedmont,  that 
tolerable  hms  ore  to  be  found  in  most 
of  the  little  towns,  and  in  many,  espe- 
cially in  a  line  of  intercourse,  Ibey 
are  really  excellent.  Some  of  the 
Italian  antiquaries,  and  among  them 
Deiuns,  assert  that  the  ^vat  battle  of 
Marius  and  Catullus  agSnat  the  Cim- 
bri  was  fought  in  the  neighbourhood 
ofGattinara, 

ITrom  Gattinara  to  Biella  the  route 
lies  through  Mosarana  and  Cossato, 
and  oSbfs  many  beautiful  views  of  the 
plains  aud  the  mountslna  as  the  road 
rises  or  falls  over  the  undulating 
ground  which  skirts  the  ba«es  of  the 
mountains  as  they  subside  into  the 
plains  of  Piedmont. 

2  San  Giovanni  del  Bosco. 

2  Bitlla  (/nna  numerous),  situated 
on  the  Cerro,  one  of  the  affluents  of 
the  Sesia,  is  22  miles  &om  Varallo, 
and  about  12  from  Bomavnano.  It 
contains  a  Population  of  about  9000. 
It  has  some  trifling  manuiooEories  of 
paper,  common  woollen  goods,  and 
hals.  Its  sanctuary  of  Sotre  Ikam 
d'Qivpa,  6  m.  distant,  by  a  sleep  but 
good  sairiage-ruad,  is,  however,  aa 
^ject  of  attrsction,  which  brings 
crowds  of  pflgTims  to  ofler  their  de- 
votions to  an  image,  one  of  the  thou- 
sand black  specimens  of  bad  carving, 
which,  under  the  name  of  Our  Lady,  is 
worshipped  for  its  miracle-working 
powers :  that  of  Oropa  is  s^d  to  have 
been  carved  by  Stunt  Luke,  who  Is 
made  a  sculptor  as  well  as  a  painter, 
and  is  slatea  to  have  been  brou|^t  by 
a  St.  £usehius  from  Syria,  and  re- 
served by  him  in  the  then  wild  and 
desert  mountain  of  Oropa,  near  Biella. 
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Those  who  hope  for  help  from  the 
miraculona  power  of  the  Imttge,  mast 
walk  up  to  the  Sanotuiiry,  A  seriea 
of  steep  tonrnlquets  leads  lo  the 
O/i-irch  dedicated  to  t/if  Virgin,  whieh  is 
H  fine  stnioture  of  the  14th  and  15th 
ceDtiiriea.  Painting  and  sculpture 
hare  adorned  and  mriobed  it;  and 
ameng  the  artists  employed  are 
found  the  names  of  Gaudenzw  Ferrari 
and  I.uina.  At  the  angles,  in  the  Mg- 
sa^  ascent  to  the  church,  there  are 
erected  chapels,  dedical«d  to  the  Yir- 
gin,  and  named  after  some  erent  in 
her  life,  as,  the  Chapel  or  Oratory  of 
the  Annunciation— of  the  Purification 
— of  the  Assumption,  &c.  A  few  are 
dedicated  to  saints  in  the  Komi  a  b 
calendar;  and  the  whole  number  of 
these  chapels  exceeds  24. 

From  Biella  to  Turin  there  are  tno 
roads,  one  by  Saluzzola.  Cigliano, 
and  CbivBSBO,  the  other  by  iTrea;  the 
distance  is  nearly  equal;  but  by  the 
former  the  traveller  descends  at  once 
to  the  pluns;  by  Ivrea,  a  more  pic- 
turesque road  leads  across  valleys  and 
open  commons,  by  Mongrando,  and 
over  the  Monte  Bolengo,  famous  for 
the  vineyards  on  its  slopes,  and  pass- 
ing by  the  village  of  Zubiena,  beau- 
tiffiUy  situated,  and  where  a  little  Inn 
offers  its  limited  accommodations. 
The  views  presented  from  the  heights, 
of  the  pl^ns  and  valleys  spread  oul 
below  the  traveller  on  the  left,  and  of 
the  richly  wooded  mountain  slopes, 
the  lowest  buttresses  of  the  Alps  to- 
wards the  side  of  Kedmont,  on  the 
right,  well  recompense  the  traveller 
for  the  worse  road,  and  lead  him  to 

^  Ivrea{lnn .-  H.  de  I'Europe,  good), 
at  the  entrance  of  the  celebrated  valley 
of  Aosta  (seeSte,  107),  about  20  Pied- 

Tcnus,    (Handbook  N.  Italy.) 

ROUTE  104. 

(Rte.  101) 


From  TaraUo,  the  aMcnt  of  the  Val 


1  Balmuccia,  5  m.  above  VaraUo. 
N.a  On  market  days  it  is  difficult 
lo  hire  mules  in  the  villages  adjacent 
The  Vai  Sesia  otTers  scenes  of  leas 
rugged  grandeur  than  some  of  its  la- 
teral valleys  ;  but  io  its  course  many 
of  great  beauty  are  passed,  chieSy 
r«idered  so  by  the  fine  wooding  of  the 
slopes,  the  grand  forms  of  the  trees,  and 
the  sometimes  tranquil,  often  furious 
coarse  of  the  Sesitu  Before  arriving 
at  Scopello,  the  villages  of  Balmuccia 
and  Rua  are  passed,  and  the  wild  valley 

At  Scopello  there  are  many  smelt- 
ing bouses,  where  the  copper  ore,  al- 
ready washed  and  crushed,  is  reduced. 
About  50  tons  are  raised  annually  at 
Alagna,  at  the  bend  of  the  Val  Sesia, 
4  leagues  above  Scopella 

There  is  not  mnch  variation  in  the 
scenery,  though  the  whole  is  pleasing. 
The  rte.  passes  by  the  villages  of  Cam- 
perlongo  and  Mollis  (a  new  Inn,  and 
good) to 

Rim,  the  chief  of  the  high  villages 
in  the  valley.  The  Inn  is  improved, 
and  offers  abundance  of  good  fore. 
Within  the  district  known  as  the  Val 
Sesia,  there  are  reckoned  2  bourgs  and 
30  villages,  evidence  of  a  thickly  popu- 
lated oountry  in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps. 
Kiva  is  situated  at  the  confluence  of 
the  ti»Tents  of  the  Dobbia  and  the 
Sesia,  and  about  half  a  league  below 
the  village  of 

Al^fna.  a  poor  place  agreeably  situ- 
ated, with  a  pretty  church  and  a  new 
/na  (kept  by  Vecchio  Zoppa,  1851). 
Here  mines  of  copper  are  wrought. 
From  Alagna,  a  pass  by  the  Mont 
Tfirlo  leads  in  6  hrs.  from  the  Val  Se- 
sia to  Pestarena  in  the  Val  Aniasca. 
(Bte.  104  a.  and&  271.) 

The  cJiurch  of  Kiva  will  aurprise  the 
traveller  by  its  structure,  its  excessive 
decorattoD,  and  the  real  talent  with 
which  it  is  painted  within  and  without, 


though  they  have  exiMed  more  tbw) 
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200  yeara,  exposed  to  the  weather  in 
this  tiigh  valley. 

The  view  of  Monte  Boaa  from  Biva 
la  Tery  Bublime  ;  ita  enormoua  masBes, 
clothed  in  gl&ciera,  close  the  head  of 
theVal  de  Lys,  and  offer  a  scene  of 
extTBOrdinary  grandeur. 

The  course  into  the  Val  de  Lys 
fi-om  Riva  is  up  the  narrow  ravine  of 
the  Dobbia,  by  a  wretched  [md  diffl- 
coltpatfa,  in  some  places  overhanging 
the  torrent,  in  others  disputing  with 
the  rirer  the  narrow  course  through 
which  both  must  struggle.  After 
passing  the  misorabie  hamlet  of  Grato, 
near  to  which  there  is  a  fine  wsteriall 
^shin^  out  to  the  black  ravine,  the 
abmpt  ascent  of  the  Col  dt  Val  Dob- 
bia rises  through  a  pine  forest,  and 
thence  over  Alpine  pasturages  by  a 
long  and  fatiguing  path,  which  ow&n 
DO  object  of  particular  interest  to  the 

The  distance  from  Rira  Id  the  Col, 
which  ia  8200  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
lea,  requires  5  hrs.  .  On  the  snmmit 
there  is  »n  hnmble  Hospice—^  stone 
house  of  2  stories,  afibrding  accept- 
able shelter  darine  snow-storms  to 
travellers  ;  It  is  the  successor  pro- 
bably of  a  hovel  which  enlisted  in  S>ub- 
snre  s  time.  It  was  bnilt  at  the  joint 
expense  of  (lie  commnne  of  Riva 
and  of  an  individual  of  Gressoney, 
named  Luscos.  "  It  is  inhabited 
throughout  the  year,  by  2  civil  men 
who  attend  to  travellerB  and  their 
wants.  An  estensive  and  noble  view 
is  obluned  of  the  Italian  valley  and 
parts  of  the  Great  Chain  from  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Mt.  BJanc  to  the 
distinct  gigantic  mass  of  the  Orteler 
Spiti." — B.  Sleep  slopes  of  snow  lie 
near  (he  summit  unmelted  throughout 
the  year.  The  Monte  Bosa  is  con- 
cealed for  soine  time  from  the  traveller, 
but  in  th^  course  of  his  descent  the 
deep  valley  of  the  Lys,  and  the  sub- 
lime masses  of  Monte  Rosa,  aSer 
views  rivalling  any  in  (he  Great  Cbahi. 

From  the  summit  to 

OresMftfy  (St.  Jean)  reqoiiea  from 
3  to  3  hrs.  At  this  retired  village  the 
traveller  will  be  agreeably  surprised 
to  find  an  excellent  Tim,  kept  by  the 
fitmily  Luacos, 


Riva  and  Alagna  in  the  Val  Besia, 

above  Pestarena  in  the  VaJ  Aniasca, 
and  at  St.  Giacomo  in  the  Val  Chal- 
lant.  The  manners  of  these  communi- 
ties are  as  distinct  as  their  language 
from  that  of  their  neighbours  lower 
down  the  valleys, with  wiom  they  hold 
little  intercourse  :  they  encoun^  a 
pride  of  birth  and  birthplace  which 
strongly  keeps  up  the  separation.  At 
Gressoney,  in  the  Val  de  Lys,  this  is 
perhaps  more  strongly  exemplified 
than  in  any  other  of  the  valleys.  Here 
their  characters  are  distinguished  for 
honesty  and  industry,  and  few  com- 
munities have  a  higher  moral  tone. 
Crimeis  almost  unknown  among  them  i 
and  if  disputes  arise,  the  syndic  or 
magiatrate  elected  by  themselves 
hears  the  complaint,  and  etftcts  an 
amicable  settlement. 

They  possess  many  of  those  com- 
forts  which  an  EngEshman  appreci- 
ates, and  which  are  unknown  to  the 
lower  inhabitants  of  the  valleys. 
Their  education  and  attainments  are 
of  a  higher  order  than  is  usually  found 
in  such  a  class,  especially  in  such  a  place. 

Many  of  their  young  men  have  dis- 
tiiiguished  themselves  by  the  abilities 
which  they  have  displayed  when  they 
have  gone  abroad  in  the  world.  They 
have  T>eoorae  merchants  and  bankers, 
and  man^  from  among  them  have  be- 
come eminent  for  learning  and  science, 
and  reflected  honour  on  the  little  com- 
munity located  in  this  Alpine  aoU- 
tude.  Amongtheseis  Herr  Zumstein, 
better  known  in  the  Val  Seaia  as  M. 
de  la  Pierre,  inspector  of  the  fores(3 
of  the  Val  Seaia,  who  has  made  Eeve> 
ral  ascents  of  the  Monte  Rosa,andgave 
great  assistance  to  Col.  Von  Welden  in 
hie  (opography  of  Monte  RoSB. 

[From  Gressoney  St.  Jean,  the  de- 
scent to  S(,  Martin,  in  the  Vald'Aosta, 
by  the  valley  of  the  Lys  or  Vallaise,  ia 
ajoumey  of  about  18  miles  (5  hours' 
walk),  passing  through  many  villages 
and  hamleta,  of  which  the  principal 
are  Gaby,  Isaime,  Fonlainemore,  and 
Lillianes,— and  through  some  scenes 
ofwildness  and  beauty,  which,  how- 
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aver,  become  common  to  the  tniTeHer 
in  theVid  d'AosU  nod  its  Interalvol- 
laya.  About  Trina,  the  valley  is 
Btrewn  with  huge  rolled  blocks  or 
boulders.  As  you  approach  the  Ponte 
diTrinita,  the  scene  becomes  sterner, 
more  shattered  precipices  and  long 
■hoots  of  debris  and  detached  rocks. 
Below  lasime  an  nnbroken  and  beau- 
tiful wood  of  sweet  chesUiut  stretches 
across  the  valley.  The  Valhuae  loses 
much  in  interest  to  those  who  laceml  it 

At  8C  Hardn  (Rte.  107,  pL  287)  ja  a 
very  tolerable  Zbd,  La  Kosa  Kosaa.] 

Above  Greasonej  St.  Jean  are  the 
hamlets  of  Gressoney  la  Trinita,  San 
Giacomo,  and  St-  Fietro. 

The  capital  accomiaodatioua  afForded 
at  GresBoney  St.  Jean  render  itdeeira- 
ble  bend'quarters  to  those  who  would 
visit  the  masnificent  glaciers  at  the 
head  of  the  Val  de  Lys,  or  make  ex- 
cursions aroond  Monte  Roaa  by  the 
Col  d'Ollea,  which  connects  the  heads 
of  the  lalleTs  of  the  geaia  and  the  I^ei, 
and  the  Col  deBetta  between  the  Valde 


ivilh  the  glaciers  which  offer  so  many 

Alpine  wonders  to  the ^--^i-  — 

the  traveller. 


tillon,  in  the 
sary  to  ascend  the  ste^  forest  paths 
and  slopes  of  the  mountain  on  the  side 
of  the  valley  opposile  to  the  Col  de 
Val  Dobbia  ;  it  I9  an  extremely  difli- 
cnlt  and  fatiguing  path  the  whue  way 
up  to  the  Co/  <J0  Eaiuola.  the  snmmit 
of  Ibe  ridge  which  divides  the  valleys 
of  the  Lys  and  Challant. 

Ob  emei^ng  in  the  ascent  from  the 
pine  forest,  the  finest  peHiaps  of  the 
views  of  Monte  Bosa  is  presented,  ea- 
pecislly  when  taken  in  oonneiioB  with 
the  beantiftd  Valde  Zi/jor  Valie  Val- 
laiif,  which  lies  fiir  below  the  traveller, 
with  ita  qniet  villae«B  and  fertile  pas- 
turages. The  Lys,  Uke  a  silver  thread, 
may  De  traced  up  to  its  glaciers.  On 
either  side  of  the  vaUey  the  vast 
mountainEi,  belled  with  forests,  ofier, 
at  the  depression  of  their  ridges,  the 
paths  by  which  the  most  frequent  in- 
'—       te  takes  place  with  lfc«  ncdgti- 


bouring  valleya.  The  scene  is  im- 
perishable from  the  memory  whilst 
any  recollections  of  the  Alps  remain 
to  the  traveller.  From  a  peak  rising 
a  little  above  the  pass,  c^led  Pointe 
Gombetta,  a  view  may  be  obtained  at 
once  of  Monte  Bosa  and  ML  Blanc, — 
the  Tal  d'Aosta  and  the  Val  de  Gres- 
soney  ;  Mt.  Blanc  here  towers  above 
everyliimg.  This  jioint,  from  which 
the  2  great  monntams  of  Enrope  may 
be  seen  at  a  glance,  can  be  reached  ia 
2  j  or  S  brs.  from  Gressoner- 

After  passing  the  Col  de  Ranzola 
(7196  ft.)  the  descent  is  gradual  to 
the  little  hamlet  of  St  Grat.  Nor  is 
it  either  steep  or  difficult  to  Bmssone 
in  the  Val  Challant.  The  distance 
&om  Gressoney  to  Bmssone  is  4  or  5 
hrs.  In  the  descent,  the  Vol  Challant 
ma;  be  traced  in  its  coarse  far  down 

iwarda   Verrex,  where  it  joins  the 


Val  Toumanche  and  the  pass  of  the 
Cervin,  Rte.  108,  p.  282. 

&ii8B0ne  is  a.  beautifully  situated 
village,  with  filthy,  detestable  small 
/niu.  SleejNOg  here  may  be  avinded, 
aa  the  journey  &om  Oressouey  to 
Ch£tillon  in  the  Val  d'Aosta  may  be 
easQy  accomplished  iu  a  day,  and  from 
Gressoney  to  Varrilo  may  be  per- 
formed in  another,  and  thus  the  Dad 
inns  at  Bmssone  and  at  Biva  may  be 

!From  Bmssone  another  moontun 
iKuge  must  be  crossed  to  reach  the 
Val  d'Aosta  at  Chitillon  ;  or  the  tra- 
veller may  desoend  to  Verrex  in  the 
Val  d'Aosta,  which  reqiures  5  hrs., 
passing  through  Challant  and  Chal- 
lard.  The  road  across  the  mountain 
presents  aoms  glorious  views,  and 
Chitillon,  by  the  Colde  Jon,  is  reached 
as  soon  as  Verrex  by  tjie  Val  de 
Challant. 

After  crossing  lome  meadows 
beyond    Bruasone,    the    road    winds 


and  hrches, 


f«rf-*fi 
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one  of  tke  mOBt  be&atifnJ  pashiri^M 
in  tbe  Aips— the  Col  tU  /on,  which  ia  a 
&ae  greenswiwd,  broad  and  luxuriant. 
On  reaching  tha  desoent  Cowaida 
Ijhe  Val  d'Aoata,  near  a  littlu  chap«l 
of  St.  Gral,  thie  beautiful  vaUey  U 
eeen  in  aU  its  length,  tnna  Chitillon  to 
the  Uont  Blano  ;  Bot  traoed  quite  to  ' 
Che  bftse  of  the  latter,  for  its  summit 
only  is  seen  on  the  rt.  peering  into 
the  VaJ  d'Aosta,  over  seieral  compaet 
lines  of  mountains,  whicb  here  tbrm 
Che  CerminatioD  of  the  horison.  Th« 
prospect  of  the  Val  d'Aoata  itself  is 
charming  ;  its  meadows  andcnltirated 
patches  mai^ined  bj  thicli  woods  uf 
walnut  trees,  which  creep  up  the 
water-channelled  dells  at  the  foot  of 
ibe  mountain  —  the  costies  of  [Jsaelle 
on  its  rook,  of  Fionls  orerlooking  its 
sea  of  wood,  with  numerous  white  ch. 
towers  and  spires^  Aosta  and  its  plnin, 
»iid  the  winding  flashes  of  the  Ikiire 
uudalating  or  sweeping  across  the 
vale — combine  to  form  a  yiew  striking 
and  beautiful,  which,  in  the  descent, 
oonstftuElj  saries.  A  series  of  steep 
Courniquets  down  a.  water-worn  ehua- 
nel  with  grass;  banlu  brings  the  Cra- 
vetler  to  Che  forests  of  chestniit  and 
valnut  trees,  far  which  the  Val  d'Aosta 
is  celebrated.  These  offer  to  him  their 
Hbade,  and  soon  the  vines  add  their 
luxuriant  foliage  to  the  cool  and  re- 
freshing path  which  leads  through  Che 
Tillage  and  baths  of  St.  Vincent  Qi^ 
or  3  hrs.  from  Bnusone),  and  the  val- 
ley of  Ao«ta  is  entered  at  one  of  its 
finest  points  near 
CiWttfton,  (Ete.  107.) 

BOUTE  104  o. 


A  very  tedious,  buC  not  difficult  pasa, 
9141  A.  above  the  sea  level. 

The  path  runs  along  the  L  bank  of 
the  Sesia  for  abont  a  m.  above  Aii^a 
(p.  2<j6),  but  returns  to  the  rt.  bank  a 
litde  beytflid  Ronch,  by  a  wooden 
bridge.  It  soon  after  recrosses  the 
stream  for  the  last  time,  and  where  it 
l^^iiu  the  1.  baak  the  ascent  com- 
mences up  a  steep  slope  of  debris.  A 
little  higher  up,  tl^  >iew  of  Uonte 


Rosa  is  very  grand  indeed(See  f  orbes). 
Abois  thi^  after  taking  for  some  time 
the  direction  of  the  vaUey  below,  you 
tblluw  the  course  of  a  small  stream 
descending  from  a  wild  rocky  amphi- 
theatre, at  the  head  of  which  is  the 
pass.  The  path  lies  on  the  L  side  of 
the  valley,  and  is  but  faintly  traced. 
It  is  on  a  gentle  ascent  until  the  final 
mounting  of  the  ridge,  which  is  so 
sharp  that  it  cannot  be  passed  where 
lowest  but  at  a  point  to  the  1.  of  this, 
marked  by  a  wooden  cross.  The  liew 
hence  is  very  fine,  but  too  near  to  give 
a  general  idea  of  Monte  Bosa.  The 
descent  begins  over  a  steep  slope  of 
snow,  after  whicb  it  becomes  very  pre- 
cipiCoua.  The  best  way  of  efifecting  it 
is  to  make  a  circuit  above  the  rocks  to 
the  1.  The  first  chalets  are  those  of 
Plana,  occupied  by  Piedmontese,  and 
dirty ;  below  thum  the  torrent  is 
orossed.  After  following  the  course 
of  a  narrow  valley,  the  Val  Macug- 
naga  is  reached,  a  few  m.  above  Pes- 
tarena  (p.  286^,  where  there  is  a 
tolenU>le  /nn.     ate  also  p.  2gri  for  the 

BOUTE  105. 

TOflOGSA,  IN  VAL  d'oSSOLA,  TO  VTSP  IN 


"  Tha  Val  AnaaxM  leads  directly  yp 
to  Monte  Bosat  it  combines  all  that  is 
most  lovely  in  Italian,  with  all  that  is 
moat  grand  in  Swiss  scenery.  It  is  a 
Chamouny,  of  which  the  sides  are 
covered  with  vines,  figs,  chestnuts,  and 
walnuts,  with  the  sky  <^  Italy  above, 
and  the  architecture  of  Italy  around 
"•••''      Uiough  small,  is 


'ery  bad,   1 
good."— C.B. 

Vogogna  (Bte.  59)  is  situated  in  the 

Elain  of  (he  Val  d'Ossola,  -2  posts  ba- 
iw  Domo  d'Ossola,  and  on  the  con- 
fluence of  the  torrent  of  the  Ania  with 
theToccia. 

From  Vogogna  to  Macugnaga  is  SJ 
bra.,  about  27  Eng.  m.,  a  good  day's 
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iournej.  Thenoe  tlie  pais  orar  the 
Moro  andbytbevaUejcnSuu  loViop, 
thouKb  long  uid  fnliguing,  nifty  be  m:- 
oomplished  in  another  day,  or  oocom- 
moduion  nut;  be  fonnd,  if  neoeraary, 
Bt  i^Ulden,  8  m.  short  of  the  whole 
jouraey. 

"  Muigi  are  the  only  menns  of  con- 
veyance up  the  valley.  There  is  a  tali 
of  the  Goremment  constructing  a  road 
up  the  valley,  bat  it  will  probably  «nd 
iu  talk.  That  frooi  Fie  de  Mnlera  to 
Fonle  Grande  is  deteatable.  Thence 
to  the  Chapel  of  Cima  Moiva,  about  4 
m.,  there  is  a  tolerably  eood  road,  and 
for  a  couple  of  miles  about  Campiole 
there  is  really  an  escellent  one  ;  but 
there  ia  do  great  good  in  good  cbar- 
roada  where  there  are  no  chars,  and 
there  aaa  be  none  in  the  valley  until 
the  road  at  its  entrance  ia  adapted  to 
admit  them," — C.  B. 

Several  of  the  communes  are  mak- 
uifc  good  bila  of  char-road. 

On  leaving  Vogogua  you  continue 
along  the  Simplon  road  lo  Borgo, 
w  bridge  carries  yi 


the  Tosa,  and  a  gi 


id  conveys 


1  Fie  de  Mulera,  at  tl 
Val  Anzasca,  at  the  jun 
a  with  the  Tosa.  Her 


I  mouth  of 

mules  may  I 
in  bired,  and  a  portantine  for  ladies. 
A  steep  ascent  and  an  inferior  road 
leads  up  to 

j  Cima  de  Mulera,  another  vill^e, 
also  on  the  L  bank  of  the  Anza. 

The  path  rises  high  on  the  eteep 
slopes  vvhich  descend  to  the  bed  of  the 
AnEa,  and  the  village  of 

1  Caatiglione  (fim,  au  Bameau) 
overhangs  tbo  richly  wooded  sides  of 
the  valley.  On  the  lower  slopes  of 
the  valley  the  vine  Rouriahes,  and  the 
path  for  miles,  with  little  inlaimption, 
iH  shadowed  by  trellisea.  On  looking 
back  the  views  of  the  YbI  d'Oasola 
ace  beautiful,  and  greatl;  enriched  by 

the  luxuriant  v — — ■ '  "■-  " — 

ground.    The  b 
ohuTchea,  are  st 


of  the  1 
dings,  especially  the 


ti  divide  it  from  tb» 
I/S^o  Maggiore  bound  die  view. 
The  road  op   the  valley,  a  roug^i 


cause  an  infinite  variety  of  sites, 
whence  the  scenes  of  the  valley  are 
beautifully  presented:  ita  steep  sides, 
hoviever,  present  few  spots  for  culti- 
vation. Forests,  fruit-trees,  and  vines 
enrich  the  whole  surlnce,  and  it  ia 
only  when  the  path  reaches  consider- 
able elevations  that  little  plains  ajid 
slopes  of  arable  and  pasturage,  and 
village  spires,  are  seen  above  the  bells 
of  forest  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
these  agun  surmounted  by  Che  peaks 
of   Monte  Hosa  at  the  head   of  the 

The  descent  to  the  village  of  C&lasca 
offers  beautiful  views,  and  beyond  it 
the  path  descends  to  the  banks  of  fbe 
Anaa,  and  for  some  time  borders  on 
the  stream.  Here  the  fine  cascade  of 
the  Val  Bianca  bursts  out,  and  forms 
one  of  the  celebrated  waterfalls  of 
Piedmont.  Soon  a^r  the  valley 
npena,  a  little  above 

^  Ponte  Grande,  where  a  single 
arch  of  large  spaa  and  sweeping  ^e- 
vatiou  crosses  the  Anza.  This  is  re- 
puted the  moat  beantifnliy  situated 
rt  in  the  Val  Anzasoa,  and  one  of 
dirtiest  places  in  Piedmont  (/nn, 
not  good). 

Here  two  roads  branch  off-,  that  mi 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  leads  to 
Bannio,  a  large  village  whence  paths 
ascend  to  cross  the  mouutaina  into 
the  Val  Sesia  {Rte.  104).  The  road 
to  the  Monte  Boaa  ascenda  by  the  L 
bank  of  the  river ;  in  its  course  it 
skirls  the  village  of  St.  Carlo,  and  the 
traveller  soon  after  arrives  at 

li  Vanione.  (/tuu.-  Sole,  Moroj 
dirty,  and  extortionate;  don't  expect 
to  find  anything  beymd  a  slight 
luncheon.)  This  is  the  chief  place  in 
Ihe  Val  Aoaasca,  and  half  way  in  the 
day's  journey  from  Vogogna  to  Ma- 
cugni^a.  See  the  riew  ftoai  Ihe  ter- 
race in  front  of  the  chapeL  Here 
and  elsewhere  in  Val  Auiasca  the 
neat  and  elegant  drew  of  the  wimien, 
the  oleanlinees  of  the  pet^le,  whieh 


Tied'-  ^S 
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haa  become  pmrerbial,  their  cheerful- 
De99  nnd  independeace,  the  abseace 
of  beggftTH,  and  the  rareaess  of  goitre, 
will  be  remariied  with  pleasure,  as  con- 
trasting with  other  parta  of  Piedmont, 
'  Above  Venione  me  same  beautiful 
Bcenery  preToila,  and  t^e  route  passes 
through  many  villages  to  an  abrupt 
and  narrow  defile  which  marks  a  dis- 
tinotion  between  the  valleys  of  AiiEa^ca 
and  Pestarena,   the  latter  being*  the 


Tftlley  for  a  Bnull  party  seem  to  be 

"  li  Ceppo  Mortlli.  The  situation  is 
coavenient,  and  the  /nn  comparatively 
cleui,  though  small.  In  ascending 
the  vallsy  above  Pestarena,  the  tra- 
veller comes  on  the  magnificent  view 
of  Honte  Rosa,  at  a  village  called  La 
Bourge,  about  i  m.  below  Macugnaga. 
It  is  certainiy  the  finest  Alpine  view 
I  ever  saw.  Oame:  chamois,  black- 
cock, and  ptarmigan  abonnd  in  the 
valley."— C;.  B. 

Ceppo  Morelli  has  a  pretty  CTuinh 
and  a  Bone-hoaae,  in  which  the  skulls 
of  deceased  priests  are  painted,  with 
black  cowls  t«  distinguish  them.  Near 
Cima  Mo^a,  where  is  another  fine 
view  of  Monte  Rosa,  the  walnut  ceases 
to  grow.  Here  a  path  branches  off 
(rt.)  into  the  Saa^-Tbal  by  Frebenone, 
nearer  than  that  by  the  Horo,  but 
without  its  fine  views  of  Monte  Hosa. 
The  guides  take  it  as  a  short  cut  in 
reCumii^.   The  Val  Prebenone  opens 

i  Prequartenx  At  Campiole  the 
AnztL  is  crossed;  you  ascend  to  Mor- 
gheo,  afterwards  descend  to  Pontfl"  de 
Valt,  and  re-cross  the  river  soon  after 
to  its  1.  bank.  A  spur  descending 
from  the  Monte  della  Caccia  here 
divides  the  Val  Anzaaca  from  the  Val 
Macugnaga  or  Pestarena.  The  dis- 
tinctitm  is  Anther  marked  by  the  lan- 
guages spoken  by  the  people;  above 
Uiis  German  prevuls,  below  it  Ita- 
lian. This  vast  mass  of  mountain 
nearly  closes  up  the  valley— leaves 
only  a  deep  and  savage  gorge  for  the 
Ansa  to  escape.  The  path  is  carried 
OTer  the  rocl^  barrier. 
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a  poor,  miserable 
village,  in  an  upland  district  abound- 
ing in  minerals,  and  icself  possessing 
gold  mtrus.  "  There  is  an  El  Dorado 
sound  in  this,  which  excites  high  ex- 
pectations) but  there  is  no  more  ap- 
pearance of  it  than  in  the  pavement 
of  St.  Paul's  Churchyard.  The  mines 
are  explored  to  find  this  '  world's 
chief  mischief,'  combined,  in  very 
small  proportioaa,  with  sulphuret  of 
iron;  a  kilogramme  of  ore  yieldii^, 
by  the  process  of  amalgamation,  an 
average  of  only  6  grammes,  the  richest 
ore  only  yielding  10.  Prof.  Fanto- 
netti  is  Uie  superintendent  of  the 
mines.  Hie  possessor  of  a  collection  of 
specimens  of  the  minerals  of  the  valley. 
"  The  qnandty  of  ore  raised  is  not 
very  considerable.  Women  are  chiefly 
employed  in  poundii^  and  pickii^ 
the  ore,  whence  it  passes  to  the  milb 
of  granite,  in  which  it  is  ground  and 
prepared  for  amalgamation:  the  fin^ 
process  is  in  the  hands  of  M.  iFan- 

"  I  soon  sfier  crossed  the  Anza, 
over  an  Alpine  bridge,  and  continued 
to  ascend  above  the  right  bank  of  the 
rirer.  Numerous  adits  of  mines,  in- 
dicated by  the  earth  and  stones  thrown 
from  them,  marked  the  piutsuits  oE  the 
inhabitants  of  this  vslley,  who  arc 
nearly  all  miners.  The  mineral  riches 
of  these  monntaioa^iron,  lead,  cop- 
per, silver,  and  gold — are  worked  at 
short  distances  from  each  other;  and 
many  of  the  mines  of  the  inferior 
metals  are  very  productive. 

"  Thp  immediate  scenery  of  the 
of  this  beautiful  valley, . 
its  depth  the  lofty  moun- 
uuujg  ncic  hid  froDI  my  view,  re- 
minded me  of  some  of  the  srweetest 
scenes  of  Devonshire.  But  the  path 
soon  rose  above  the  1,  bank  of  the 
river,  and  attained  a  considerable 
elevation;  and  I  perceived  that,  except 
in  a  faw  limited  spots  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  valley,  and  hero  and  there 
on  the  steep  sides  of  the  moonlains, 
there  was  no  land  to  cultivate.  Esi 
tensive  fbreats  of  chestnut  and  walnut 
trees,  fine  in  form  and  rich  in  ooiour, 
clothed  the  bills  as  &r  up  as  the  eye 
could  peiveive  them  (exc^  where 
N  3 


upper    part   o 
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loftj  aiid  dUtuM  mountains  peered 
^abovej,  nod  defended  far  bmealh  the 
tmreUer'a  pMh,  to  wken  it  met  the 
Xipp^sile  atope,  scarcely  appearing  to 
^eaie  rogm  enough  for  t^e  river  to 
■tru^le  throu^,aad  of  wmch  KUmpses 
V/tss  nielj  caught.  This  waa  um  gene^ 
ral  character  of  the  valle;.* — Brock. 

The  w«q)en  aic  commonj;  cia- 
filoyed  tp  perform  masaal  labour,  in 
the  fields  and  in  carrying  burlbeoe, 
«acb  as  elsewhere  is  allotted  to  meu. 
I  thifik  I  can  perceiie  in  tfie  Va" 


D■A^- 

..  .  j_ ..«  tl*  Ictjmuji 

at  the  head  of  the  Yal  Seua^  it  has 
.always  been  a  sabject  «f  diflicQltf 
Httii  ancient  geographers;  but  h«re, 
where,  and  where  onlj  in  Piedmont, 
gold  is  still  raised,  the  name  of  the 
Ictjmuji  maj  be  ^"aoed  in  the  villag'ca 
at  Cima  de  Mvlsia  and  Pie  de  ^uJero, 
at  the  entrants  to  the  valley  where 
the  mines  are  worked,  and  where  jet, 
At  the  Utter  pTace,  the  rsceiyer  of  the 
^Qwtal  csaides.  This  admitted,  the 
conuncrcial  importance  of  the  ancient 
Piiss  of  the  Moro  may  t^  accounted 
for;  its  antiquity,  aud  the  exceUenf- 


foart 


u9te 


'  it,  cajriea  it  back 


,  it  least  coeval  with  that  of  the 
Oreat  St.  Bernard.'' — Brockedon. 

1  Moci^rnaga  (/mi,  Craethaiis  lum 
Monte  Rosa,  very  tolerable,  and  civil 
people).  Macugnaga  is  4.189  B.  (i'orbes) 
above  the  sea^level.  It  has  a  neat,  if 
not  bandstmie  Chwih,  and  stands  in  a 
l^rasay  plain  or  luxuriant  meadow, 
studded  widi  hamleta;  some  of  them 
almost  touoning  the  glaciers.  Martin 
is  a  good  guide  here. 

There  is  no  ace^e  in  the  Alps  snrr 

Cing  the  i^pearanee  of  Monte 
<L  itum  Maougnaga;  it  is  better 
seen  than  Hont  Blanc  if  seen  at 
Ghamouny;  from  its  loftiest  peaks  to 
its  base  ia  the  pisjn  of  HacueTiaga, 
its  rast  masses  are  spread  out  b^ore 
the  observer.  The  highest  summit  is 
15,158  ft.  above  t^e  aea-leve),  Its 
deep  rifia  are   nuiked    by  lhi«s  of  1 


snow,  and  glaciers  which  stream  from 
its  amnmit  to  the  vault  of  ice  whence 
lasuea  the  torrent  of  Anzo.  On  the 
1.  of  it  rises  the  sDOir-covered  ilzio 
Bianco;  on  the  rt.  the  Monte  Uoro 
and  Pizzo  Bocco.  The  bae«a  of  the 
lateral  mooatuns  are  clothed  with 
dark  forests  of  fir  and  larch,  and  the 
whole  scene  gives  an  impression  of 
inurrensity,  and  excites  the  moat  sub- 
lime emotioD.  Monte  Kota  is  by  no 
■neaos  a  single  summit,  but  a  kmit  or 
union  <rf  two  ridges  or  chains  crossing 
each  other  at  right  an^es,  £.  and  W., 
and  N.  and  S. ;  so  that  ita  ground-plan 
may  ha  said  to  resemble  a  +.  The 
N.^.  angle  forms  the  head  of  the  Val 
Anzaaca,  and  eBuh>sea  the  glacier  of 
Macugsi^a,  as  the  S.W.  does  that  of 
Zermatt;  the  S.E.  is  the  head  of  the 
Val  Sesia,  and  the  8.W.  under  the 
Lyskamm  is  the  cradle  of  the  glacier 
of  the  Lys,  and  head  of  the  v^yof 
Greesmey. 

The  little  plain  of  Maougmga  is 
like  the  arena  of  a  vast  amphitb^tre; 
more  than  three  sides  of  it  are  in- 
closed  by  enormous  mountains. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  good  view  of 
Moqte  Boaa  it  is  necessary  to  take  ^  an 
hf.'s  walk  up  the  vale  above  the  Inn, 
and  j  ast  beyoad  the  brandling  of  the 


a  few  steps.  !Hence  yon  see  not  only 
the  Monte  Rosa,  but  the  Pizio  Btaam, 
irith  ita  fine,  snow-clad  point  overtop- 
ping Monte  Bosa  to  appearance,  and 
connected  with  it  by  a  snow-sbeelad 
rid^e,  which  mingles  with  its  pn>- 
digioos  mass,  and  passes  on  to  the 
Cima  de  Jttii,  and  the  Col  of  the 
M<nite  Moro,  a  scMie  of  extraordioaiy 
grandeur.  From  no  other  point  does 
Mont^  Rosa  show  so  \o^  and  un- 
broken a  slope 

Frsm  Macaqnaga  to  Sous  oner  the  Moro 
Pats  is  a  wiXk  of  9f  hrs. 

^e  pass  of  the  Mora  is  the  eaaieet 
gvcF  the  great  chain  between  the  Qreat 
St.  Bernard  and  the  Simplon  :  still  it  is 
notpracticablefor  horses,  Ihoogh  there 
are  traces  of  an  old  paved  horse  road. 
The  ascent  to  die  pass  is  very  abrupt, 
and  the  traveller  rises  rapidly  above 
tba  little  plain  and  village  ofUaeng- 
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Bftga.  The  path  lies  at  firat  through 
a  stragglJDg  foreat,  but  the  Alps  or 
pastura^a  are  sooa  attained,  and  the 
aceoe  (bience  presented  is  most  oio^i- 
ficent — »U  the  mtisBea  of  this  glorious 
mouataio  are  open  to  the  riew,  from 
its  peaks,  stilJ  tboiuuida  of  feet  aboTe 
Lint,  to  the  basin  of  MacagDBga,  now 
thousands  of  feet  below.  Sucli  a  soane 
cannot  be  conceived,  and  once  seen 
OBB  never  be  forgotten.  From  the 
bigh  pasturages  the  path  trarerses  a 
atraiy  and  barren  slope  to  the  snow 
and  glaciers,  which  it  is  necessary  to 
cross.  On  the  annunit,  amidst  a  heap 
of  stones,  a  cross  is  placed,  and  the 
trav^er  looks  down  on  the  other  side 
of  the  mountain  towards  the  Valiaia, 
and  into  a  scene  of  sterility  which  liaa 
DO  reliet 


along  the  crest  of  the  Uoro  to  the  rt. 
about  i  m.,  where,  mounting  some 
rooks,  a  glorious  view  oRera  itself, 
est^nding  over  the  valley  of  AnuMoa 
ajid  Antrona  to  the  plains  of  Italy  and 
the  chain  of  the  Alps,  even  to  ita  aub- 
sidence  in  the  distant  TyroL  The 
traveller  who,  in  going  &om  Visp  by 
the  Uoro,  wishes  tu  shorten  his  route 
and  avoid  Maeugni^a,  may  from  the 
summit  of  the  Moro  descend  to  Cam- 
piole  in  the  Val  Anaasca  by  a  tol«- 
rable  path,  but  he  would  liia«  the 
finest  vlewi  of  the  Monte  Boss. 

The  summit  of  the  paas  of  the 
Honte  Moro  ia  9611  English  fset 
(_Foriet)  above  the  aeo,  and  4  or  5 
hrs.  are  required  to  attain  it  truax 
MacuKDoga.  The  descent  ia  at  first 
difficult  on  the  N.  slope  of  the  snow, 
bnt  one  soon  reacties  an  asctent  paved 
road  which  has  beea  cot  oat  of 
the  face  of  the  precipioea,  and  fear- 
fully overhangs  a  deep  hollow  into 
whwh  the  gtaciers  which  stream 
down  from  the  aurrotinding  peaka 
seem  to  be  poaTed,  The  spot  is  one 
of  the  moat  desolate  in  the  Alpa.  Soon 
it  ia  necessary  to  cross  a  very  ateop 
narrow  slope  of  snow,  which  Btretc^hea 
down,  below  where  it  traverses  the 
path,  at  least   5O0  ft.     Here  a  slip 


luggage,  as  if  the  thonght  never  oc- 
curred to  them  that  it  was  possible  to 
slip  and  fall  into  the  deep  and  fearful 
gulf.  At  length  the  paved  rood  is 
left,  and  no  vestige  can  be  traced  of  it : 
it  baa  been  destroyed  by  the  masaea 
which  have  fallen  from  the  precipicaa 

Professor  Forbes  mjb  l— "  The  de~ 
scent  to  Saas  is  singularly  easy  and 
pleasanL  There  ia  s.  steep  lied  of 
snow  crossed  at  first,  bnt  aflervanls  a 
gentle  fall  leads  down  the  whole  way 
to  Visp.  On  the  U  rises  the  Saa^rat. 
a  lofty  chain  of  iaaceeastble  snowy 
peaks,  separating  the  valley  of  Saas 
from  that  of  Z«naatt." 

The  path  now  winds  down  the  vast 
(alus  formed  by  ^ese  repealed  falls  of 
rocks,  ta  reach  the  scanty  herbage  o£ 
the  highest  sasturagea.  From  below 
it  is  imposs]J}le  to  trace  any  path,  or 
even  in  wJwt  dinctioo  the  path  lies, 
by  which  the  descent  W  be^  made; 
yet  it  ia  not  a  century  since  t)us  was 
the  road  by  which  the  courier  regu.. 
larly  paased  frcot  Fiedmont  to  the 
VaJlais. 

The  pass  ul  the  Moro,  and  another 
scroes  the  glaciers  on  the  tt.  into. 
the  Val  Antiona,  are  mentioiiod  in  an 
old  record  of  the  date  of  1440  a& 
"■fori  nifa  paasagts"  and  great  ex- 
penses were  Incurred  In  I7S4,  and 
ogai?  in  ITflO,  in  the  endeavour  to 
restore  them,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
oonveyanoe  of  salt  and  other  articles 
of  conuneree,  but  the  new  repairs 
were  soon  destroyed  bv  avalanches. 
As  passes  lor  conunercial  objects,  they 
are  superseded  bv  the  tiiqiploD.  and 
tbey  are  now  only  traversed  by  the 
smuggler,  and  the  (leaiiaet  who  de> 
spises  (he  danger  or  the  difficulty  if 

he  find  it  the  shortest  path  to  a  &ir 
orafeata. 

Aoudst  the  desolation  of  the  spot, 
upon  which  ihe  traTeUer  who  lias 
crossed  (he  Moro  first  feels  iiimaelf 
safe,  he  finds  the  Alpine  lisuuncu-. 
lus,  CrenlJanellB,  and  other  mountain 
fiowers  I  but  the  debris  of  falleo  mouni 
tains,  and  the  eQormoua  glaciers  which 
surround  bici.  give  a  fearful  knpres- 
sion  of  desolation,  In  an  hra^r,  Dow- 
ever,  he  reaches  (ke  e&ilef  of  Pmtal, 
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. .  .  - . . .  the  Mora  nnd  descend  upon 
MKCDgnsf^  natuniUy  seeks  the  eii' 
of  the   mugniflraint  sceDe  of  I 

.  LoB&,    as   it  bursts  upon  (be  I 

observer  on  the  Mora.  To  obMin  this 
it  is  necesaanr  to  reach  the  cMlel»  of 
Destal  from  V  isp,  of  easy  accompUsh- 
ment  in  a  day  (lU  hours'  walk),  in 
order  to  reach  the  summit  of  the 
Moro  by  9  or  lU  o'clock,  before  the 
nilBtg  of  the  tallef  rise  and  obscure 
the  mountain  i  for  by  midday,  even  in 
fine  weather,  the  Monte  Bosa  is  often 
so  belted  by  li^bt  clouds,  that  the 
ei^oyment  of  tbe  view  is  withheld 
from  all  but  thoae  who  will  exert 
dtemselvn  to  pay  a  nonung  visit  to 
the  scene. 

From  Destal  a  diffienll  path  crosses 
(he  mountuDs  into  the  Val  Antrona, 
a  valley  that  debonches  into  the  Val 
d'OssoU. 

Soon  after  quitting  (he  (AAUte,  (he 
path  leads  down  to  a  dreary  lake 
called  the  Matmarksee,  formed  by 
the  melting  of  tha  glaciers.  (A  great 

§  lacier,  in  fact,  dams  tha  lalley,  and 
lese  waters  accumulate  within  it. 
From  the  lower  end  of  the  lake,  the 
view  of  the  N.  side  of  the  Cima  de 
Jazi,  and  some  of  the  peaks  of  the 
Moa(e  Boaa,  present  a  scene  of  8STB«e 
sublimity.  It  is  necessary  to  skirt  me 
dam  (^  ice  and  descend  below  it — an 
a^ir  of  soma  difficulty,  yet  the  ca((ls 
are  made  to  ascend  and  tFaverse  it 
to  reach  their  pasturages.  From  be- 
low, this  barrier  of  ice  appears  effec> 
tnally  to  close  the  valley. 

From  thi^  barrier  the  path  lies 
down  the  valley,  still  sterile  and  filled 
with  rooks  aod  atonea:  the  Rhodo- 
dendron, however,  and  a  little  brush- 
wood, give  evidence  of  improved  ve- 
getation. About  an  honr  orings  (he 
traTeller  to  the  Till^^e  of 

Znrmegem  or  Zurmlcran.  From 
this  tUIe^  a  path  crosses  the  monn- 
tains  on  ibe  eastern  side,  and  leads  to 
Antronat  andontheW.  another  path 
leads  over  snows  and  glaciers  of  the 
Mont  Fe«  to  Zennatt  In  the  valley  of 


St.  Nicolas.  This  presents  a  t«rrifto 
appearance,  but  it  is  said  to  be  without 
danger,  (hough  the  traveller  must  be 
an  boar  uid  a  half  on  the  glaciers. 

About  an  hoar  below  Znnnegem 
lies  the  village  of  Albnageli.  Before 
reaching  i(,  larches  and  pines  are 
passed,  but  they  are  stunted  troia 
their  great  elevaldon.  After  crassing  a 
little  plain,  a  rugged  pa(h  leads  down 
by  a  hamlet,  and  the  traveller  passes 
under  Mwit  Fee,  whoso  bright  snows, 
rising  above  a  forest  of  pines,  ^ve  a 
singularly  beantiful  appearuice  to  the 
mountain.  Soon  after  he  arrives  at 
the  little  plain  and  village  of 

iSata,  the  principal  commune  of  the 
valley,  where  a  tolerably  good  Aa- 
bergt  offers  its  independent  welcome } 
and  Moritz  Zurbrucken,  the  iDukeeper, 
is  one  of  the  best  guides  in  the  valley 
to  the  passes  and  objects  of  in(erest  in 
his  neighbourhood. 

The  plain  of  8aas  is  beantiful 
amidst  the  wild  scenery  which  sor- 
rounds  it :  i(  is  nearly  1  m.  long,  and 
i(8  Terdan(  meadows  are  refreshing 
to  lott^  upon  after  (he  sterility  of  (he 
upper  valley  and  the  pass  of  the  Moro. 

Immediately  below  the  plain  of  Saas 
the  valley  becomes  a  defile,  and  rocks 
in  the  wildest  disorder  mark  the  de- 
solating eflect  of  winter  npon  the 
precipices  which  bonnd  the  valley. 
Sc»ne  moantain  cataracts,  of  consider- 
able height  and  volimie,  poor  them- 
selves into  this  deep  ravine.  The  tor- 
rent of  the  Saas  is  often  traversed  in 
the  descent,  over  bridges  which  trem- 
ble nnder  the  weight  of  the  traveller, 
especially  if  be  be  on  a  mule,  for  this 
valley  is  accessible  to  mules,  even  to 
the  glaciers  of  the  Moro,  above  (he 
iiA4Mi  of  DeataL 

Tha  valley  of  Saas  is  formed  of  a 
succession  (^ravines  andlittie  plains. 
About  ]  of  an  hour  below  Saas,  and 
below  a  rugged  path  in  a  narrow  de- 
file, the  little  plain  of  Abi^  opens, 
and  preaents  its  village  and  church 
amidst  meadows,  gardens,  and  other 
evidence  of  a  lower  region  and  more 
favoured  vegetation.  Below  Aballa 
the  valley  becomes  agwn  a  gorge  of 
the  wildest  character ;  and  in  ue  3 
bra.  reqnh^  boat  Aballa  to  Stalden, 


scenes  nowbere  surpassed  ic 
for  the  savage  wil^iess  of  their  chi 
racter.  How  daneerouB  it  has  been 
to  travellers,  crnshed  by  rooks  that 
have  fallen  from  above,  or  who  have 
fallen  over  the  precipices,  along  which 
the  path  ia  carried  on  the  side  of  the 
ravine,  into  the  black  gnlf  below,  is 
shown  by  the  numerous  crossea  stack 
in  places  uf  danger  ',  more  than  ISO  of 
these  are  placed  between  Saas  and 
Stalden.  From  Zermatt  to  gulden  is 
between  6  and  T  hours'  hard  walking. 
"  The  valley  of  Saas,"  sajs  Brocke- 
don,  "  is  the  narrowest  that  I  have 
yet  passed  in  Switzerland.  The  aides 
were  escessively  sleep,  and  terminated 
in  a  deep,  narrow  bed,  through  which 
the  river  tore  its  foaming  way,  I 
had  to  cross  it  three  timea,  and  over  | 
bridges  so  ill  conatmcled,  with  only  | 
a.  few  pines  laid  across,  that  to  me, 
who  had  been  ralher  ioured  to  such  ' 
places,  the  sensation  of  crossing  on  a  ( 
mole  was  horrible :  the  planks  moved  < 
loosely  under  the  animal's  feet,  and 
the  whole  fabric  shook  as  if  an  infant 
conld  have  overthrown  i1.  Some 
bridges  in  the  valley  are  at  fearful 
heights  above  the  torrent :  one  of 
these,  which  1  sketched  about  2  m, 
above  Stalden,  serves  for  conununi- 
cadon  between  some  cottagea  and  the 
opposite  monntajn.  Ita  height  aboce 
the  water  is  from  200  to  300  (t. ; 
and  the  cottages  are  so  placed  on  the  ! 
cliff  that  a  line  dropped  from  them 
HOnld  hang  far  over  the  torrent  on 
the  other  side.  I  have  nowhere  clae 
seen  snch  rugged  wildness  :  the  huge 
old  larches  which ■■ "-  •"  — 
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that  of  the  Matter,  or  St.  Nicolas 
valley,  meet  and  rush  with  fury 
through  the  lofty  arch  of  an  Alpine 
-' —  bridge,  from  which  the  scene  ia 


"IE 


Lnd. 


ittle  below  the  conflnence,  and 
on  the  1,  baiifc  of  the  river,  is  situated 
the  village  of 

Stalden.  Here  there  is  a  decent  Tim, 
where  the  traveller  may  find  accom- 
modation and  rest,  if  the  IJ  hr.,  yet 
necessary  for  reaching  Visp  in  the 
Yallais,  should  add  too  mach  to  hia 
day'a  fatigue.  AfLer  the  bsttes  horrmrs 
of  the  valley  of  Saas,  the  scenery  be- 
low Stalden  is  tame. 

li  h,  Visp  (Rte.  59).  Ina:  Soleil, 
&C.  The  villagfe  offers  many  pictu- 
resque points  of  view.  The  snowy 
peaks  bounding  the  view  on  looking 
up  the  valley  from  the  bridge  are  gene- 
rally pointed  out  as  Monte  Rosa,  but 
the  "  queen  of  the  Alps  "  cannot  bo 
seen  from  Visp.  Those  peaks  are  on 
the  mountain  of  Saas,  which  divide 
the  valleys  of  Saas  and  St.  Nicolas,  and 
overhanglhc  glaciers  which  ore  crossed 
in  going  from  Allm^ell  to  Zermatt  by 
the  path  already  mentioned. 

BOUTB  106. 


garget 


erhung  the  d 


;  and  their  giant  limbs  and  roots, 
tnrown  about  in  a  savage  grandeur, 
were  quite  in  accordance  with  the 
gnrroniiding  scenery.  The  ravine 
slopes  steeply  to  the  tfurent  from 
Stalden  to  Saas,  except  at  the  little 
plain  of  Abalia ;  and  tbe  small  quan- 
tity of  barley  raised  ia  grown  in  such 
difficult  situations  that  one  wonders 
that  the  labour  ia  not  an  obstacle  to 
any  attempt  to  cnltirate  it." 

Immediately    before    arriving    at 
Stalden,  the  torrent  of  the  Baaa,  uid 


the  next  morning  from  Zermatt,  you 
may  cross  the  glaciers,  and  readi  the 
Vat  d'Aoata  at  Chatillon  the  same 
evening,  that  is,  supposing  the  effbrt 
of  the  traveller  be  to  reach  Chatillon 
from  Visp  in  2  days.  The  mote  Sk- 
quent  practice,  however,  is  to  go  to 
Zermatt  on  the  lat  day,  toV^  Tonr- 
nanche  on  the  2nd,  and  Chatillon  on 
the  3rd. 

It  is  not  quite  a  hours'  walk  ftam 
Visp,  by  the  bridge  of  Neubriick  (a 
fine  view  hence),  to 
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enter  the  Matterth»l  or  valley  of  Bt. 
Nicolai.  The  road  is  carried  along 
the  steep  alope  of  the  side  of  the 
mountain  nhioh  bounda  and  narrows 
the  valley,  where  the  furioui  torrent 
descending  from  Zermatt  fouus  in  its 
deep  course  &r  below  the  path  of  the 
traveller.  The  vast  buttress  which, 
resting  gainst  Monte  Kosa,  stretches 
down  towards  the  VsUais,  dividing 
the  valley  of  ^e  Sus  from  that  of  St. 
Nicolas,  torminates  at  the  coDflnence 
of   the    rivers   which  flow    through 


its  forests  and  pasturages  the  villase 
of  Greochen  ii  seen  on  the  L,  in  the 
valley  of  St.  Nicolas.  It  is  remark- 
able aa  the  birthplace  of  Thomas 
Flatter,  the  reformer,  who  wa»  a  pl^- 
uoian  of  Basle.  This  village  the  guides 
rarely  fail  to  point  out. 

The  WSJ  to  St  Nicolas  is  not  so 
fearfuU;  savage  as  the  path  up  the 
valle;  of  Saaa,  though,  nut  for  the 
immediate  comparison,  the  Val  St. 
Nicolas  is  wild  enou^  to  satisfy  a 
lover  of  Alpine  scenes.    The 

2  b,  viltsge  of  St.  Ntcolas,  the  chief 
place  in  the  valley,  ia  agreeably  situ- 
ated amidst  the  orcharda  and  foreata 
which  enrich  its  immediate  vicinity. 
The  houae  of  the  cur^  is  usually  re- 
Borted  to  by  strangers,  and  hia  hospi- 
tality never  fails. 

Above   Sl    Nicolas  the  valley  be. 


Othe 


steepncaa  of  the  mauDtaing  on  the  L 
bank  there  are  few  habitations  and 
little  cultivation.  The  path  in  many 
places  is  carried  along  a  steep  slope 
where  a  slip  would  hurry  Che  onfortu- 
nate  passenger  to  bis  certain  destruc- 
tion. Heresbouta  several  wild  and 
bridgeleaa  tMTents  crosa  the  path, 
which  in  bad  weather  muat  m^e  it 
nearly  impassable.  The  valley  widens 
before  arriving  at  Horbuggeu,  and 
passes  near  a  tine  glacier  descending 
from  the  Hchallhom.  There  is  a  cas- 
cade near  this  which  merits  notice. 
The  next  village  above  Herbuggen  is 
2  h.  Banda,  situated  among  exten- 
sive meadows,  opposite  a  gap  in  the 
precipice  wallinr  —  •'•'•  — ''"" 


tbe  Biei  glacier 


descends  from  the  Weisshom,  which 
is  here  left  behind. 

In  1819,  Dec.  27,  an  avaUocbe  dis- 
clia^ed  itself  through  this  gap  from  a, 

Erecipiee  of  the  Weisshom,  i50U  ft. 
igh,  bebiad  (N.  of)  the  village  of 
Ruida ;  it  did  not  reach  it  is  desoend- 
iug,  but  passed  a  little  on  one  side  of  it, 
vet  the  mere  draught  of  air  produced 
by  a  tall  from  such  a  vaat  elevatira  de- 
stroyed the  greater  part  of  the  boosei^ 
scattering  the  timbers  of  which  tbey 
were  built  like  straws,  over  the  moun.. 
tain  side  to  the  distance  ot  a  mile,  and 
hurling  millstones  many  &ttu»ns  up 

About  an  hour  higher  np  than 
Randa  is  a  larger  village — Tesch, — 
where,  if  foul  weather  abould  over^ 
take  the  traveller,  he  has  little  chance 
of  comfort. 

Above  Tesch  the  valley  is  con- 
tracted bj  a  projecting  rooky  barrier, 
on  sunnouDting  which  a  grand  view 
of  Mont  Cervin,  or  Matie^utm,  distin- 
guished from  all  other  peaks  by  its 
slender,  isolated  pyramid.  Opens,  and 
soon  after  a  view  is  obtained  of 

2  b.  Zermatt  (called  Fraborgne  in 
Piedmont).  Inn,  kept  by  Lauber,  the 
village  doctor,  is  praised  by  Forbes, 
and  is  particularly  clean  aud  good. — 
W.  J.  r.  Thia  elevated  and  retired 
rillage  is  placed,  with  its  neat  cbun^ 
in  the  little  plain  of  Zermatt,  situatnd 
amidst  the  grandest  scenery  of  nature, 
surrounded  by  tiireata  of  pines  and  vast 
glaciers,  It  stands  near  the  junction 
of  3  valleys,  each  headed  by  a  glacier. 
E.  is  the  Findeleu  Glaoiw,  S.  the 
Zermatt  or  Goroer  Glacier,  and  Vf, 
the  Zmutt  Glacier.  It  di^ilays  more 
cleanness  and  comfort  among  its  in- 
habitants than  is  to  be  found  in  many 
C:es  of  greater  pretensions.  This 
pbibaps  been  effected  by  the 
influx  of  streji^rf,  for  many  mine- 
ralogists, botanists,  and  entomologists 
come  here  to  collect  rich  harvests  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  intercourse 
with  tbe  Val  d'Aosta  by  the  Mont 
Cervin  is  not  Sequent  enough  to  pro- 
duce such  an  etlect  upon  the  mannera 
and  character  of  the  iuhabitauta, — -the 
examde  of  the  worthy  cure  may  how- 
ever have  done  DMich.    Bere  many 


Pied'-  ^  Savoy,     boute  106. — web 

days  may  be  gpent  la  exctmiooi  to 
the  elBcier*  mail  poinCa  of  view  with 
which  the  neighbourhixid  abounds. 
&nd  to  which  many  of  the  inhabiUmts 
Arc  excdleat  ^idea. 

(Trom  Zenoatl,  a  path,  akeadv  >d- 
verted  to,  lewik  to  the  lallejr  bf  Saas, 
and  snothOT — yery  rarely  naed— lies 
directly  acrose  the  glaaers  of  Munte 
Roa»  by  a  pass  to  Ha«agnaga  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Ar^te-blaiu^e — - 
German  Weisien  Thor.  The  distance 
from  2^rmatt  to  Macugnaga  by  this 
pais  is  13  hnk,  and  its  highest  point 
exceeds  1B,000  Eilg.  fc 

"  After  sleeping  at  the  higheit 
chaleU  of  the  «allev  of  Zermatc,  about 
1  hr.'s  distance  frofli  the  villace,  I 
started  at  3^  on  the  monung  o!  the 
16lh  of  July  in  the  oompaDy  of  a 
glides.  We  ascended  at  drat  by  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Qomer  GUoier, 
and  afterwards  upon  it  ta  the  reKioB 
of  snow  abote  ;  and  thence  winding 
gently  to  the  1.  to  the  summit  of  the 
pass.  This  route  is  a  little  cimuitouB, 
but  much  easier  and  leas  fissured 
than  that  by  the  Findel  Glacier. 
Iliere  are  two  depressions  on  the  top, 
one  to  the  i  looking  across  the  head 
of  the  vale  of  Saas,  the  other  looking 
down  the  Vat  d'Anzaeca.  From  the 
eminence  between  these  a  spur  of 
liKHiDtiun  stands  out  at  right  aiid|es 
to  dke  general  run  of  the  cliff.  The 
ro«d  lies  along  the  ridge  of  this,  which 
is  exceedisely  narrow  for  about  150 
ydt.  In  this  part  there  is  barely  foot 
room,  with  a  tonaidable  slope  of  snow 
and  then  a  precipitooH  faU  on  either 
aide.  We  then  descended  a  little  on 
the  Saas  s)de  of  the  ridge,  and  after 
J  hr.'s  walk  in  a  line  parallel  to  it,  we 
turned  sharply  across  it  to  the  rt^  and 
began  Co  go  down  in  good  earnest. 
As  on  tiis  side  of  the  mountain  every, 
thing  was  hid  in  mist,  we  had  some 
difficulty  in  getting  along,  and  it  was 
twice  thought  pnSent  t«  lower  the 
leading  guide  and  me  some  31)  fi.  by  , 
rope,  the  Ust  guide  scrambling  down 
as  Desk  he  could  into  the  anos  of  the 
other.  From  oouasional  lifts  of  the 
mist  it  was  plain,  when  it  was  Coo  tate, 
that  by  a  little  detour  this  might  have 
been  avoided.    As  a  great  portim  of 
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the  descent  is  etiected  by  sliding  don^ 
fields  of  snow,  it  is,  although  very 
steep,  not  bo  fatiguing  as  might  be 
expected.  We  arrived  at  Macugnaga, 
after  a  rest  of  an  hour,  at  2  o'clock. 
The  view  from  the  summit  is  mag- 
nificent, and  embraces  all  the  high 
points  of  the  southern  Alps  frma 
Mont  Blanc  in  the  distance  to  the 
peaks  of  Monte  Rosa  almost  within 
reach.  By  a  little  advance  the  Ber- 
nese Alps  are  seen  down  the  valley  of 
Saas.  On  the  Italian  side  there  was  • 
loo  much  mist  tor  us  to  see  anything  } 
in  clear  weather  the  Lago  Maggiore 
must  be  visible.  From  inquiries  on 
die  spot  I  fiml  tbat  the  pass  had 
not  been  crossed  from  1828  to  1849, 
when  it  was  effected  by  3  nativsa  of 
Zermatt,  one  of  whom  I  fortunately 
secured  as  guide.  I  can  strongly  re- 
commend it  to  all  who  visit  Switaer- 
land  either  for  adventure  or  for  moun- 
tain scenery."— J.  C.  A. 

"  I  returned  to  Zermatt  by  the  Gor> 
ner  Uletschen,  traversing  the  great 
plateaux  of  snow  which  surround  the 
peaks  of  Monte  Bosa.  This  is  a  most 
interesting  excursion,  wiA  a  very 
moderate  degree  of  risk.  Two  guides 
ought,  I  think,  lo  be  taken."— A.  T.  M.] 

But  the  grand  object  of  a  visit  to 
Zennatt  is  the  Mont  Csrvin,  which, 
from  the  village,  is  seen  to  rise  in  sin- 
gular beauty  and  magnificence  against 
the  sky,  of  a  pyramidal  form,  and 
more  than  4000  ft  of  elevation  above 
the  bed  of  ice  Irom  which  it  seems  to 
spring.  In  the  whole  chain  of  the 
Alps  not  one  object  offers  so  striking 
an  appearance  as  this  remarkable 
mountain,  which  lifts  itself  from  an 
otherwise  unbroken  tine  of  glacier, 
which  is  more  than  11,000  Eng.  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  sea  :  this  scene 
alone  would  repay  the  trouble  of  a  visit 
to  Zermatt  frmn  Visp.  No  one  should 
omit,  on  any  account,  to  ascend  the 
Riffelberg  &om  Zermatt  Prof.  Forbes 
describe  the  view  of  the  Cervin  from 
it  "  as  beyond  comparison  the  most 
striking  natural  object  he  had  seen, — 
an  inaccessible  obelisk  of  rock,  not 
1000  ft.  lower  than  Mont  Blanc."  (See 
excursions  from  Zermatt  at  the  end  of 
this  route.) 
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Some  confnsion  is  produced  b^ 
namea  on  tbe  frontiets  of  states,  each  I 
language  giving  its  own  :  thus  the 
Mont  Cerrin  in  Freocb  is  the  Monte  j 
Silvio  in  Italian,  and  tbe  Matterbom  . 
in  Gemtui ;  and  the  Tillage  of  Zer- 
matt  is  knowD  on  tbe  Italian  side  of 
the  mountain  as  Fraboi^ne.  | 

TAe  Ctrtia "  A  group  of  broken  i 

w^ls,  oBe  of  them  uverbanging, 
crowned  with  a  cornice  nodding  some  | 
150  fc  uYer  iu  ma&sy  flan^  3000  , 
abore  ila  glacier  base,  and  14,000 
above  the  Bea,^a  wall  truly  of  some  i 
majesCy,  at  once  the  most  precipitous,  : 
and  the  strongest  ma&s  in  the  whole  i 
chain  of  tbe  Alps— tbe  Mont  Cervin. 
It  has  been  falsely  represented  as  a 
peak  or  lower.  It  is  a  Tast  rigid  pro- 
montory, connected  at  its  western 
root  with  the  Dent  d'Erin,  and  lifting 
iUalf  like  a  rearing  horse  with  its 
tace  to  tbe  E.  AU  away  along  the 
flank  of  it,  for  i  a.  day's  journey  on 
the  Zmutt  Glacier,  the  grim  black 
terraces  of  ita  foundations  raiue  al- 
most without  a  break ;  and  the  cbods, 
when  tbeir  day's  work  is  done,  and 
they  are  weary,  lay  themselves  down 
on  those  foundation  steps,  and  rest  . 
dll  dawn  ;  each  with  his  leagues  of ; 
grey  mantle  stretched  along  the  grisly 
ledge,  and  the  cornice  of  tbe  migbty 
wall  gleaming  in  the  moonlight  3000  ft. 

*f  The  eastern  face  of  the  promontory 
is  hewn  down,  as  if  by  t^e  amgle  sweep 
of  a  sword,  fi^)m  tha  crest  of  it  to  tbe 
base— hewn  concave  and  smooth  like 
the  hoUow  of  a  wave.  On  each  flank 
of  it  there  is  set  a  buttress,  both  of 
about  equal  height,  their  beads  sloped 
out  from  the  main  wall  about  700  fl. 
below  its  sununiL  That  on  the  N.  is 
tbe  most  important  ;  it  is  as  sharp  as 
tbe  frontal  angle  of  a  bastJon,  and 
sloped  sheer  away  to  tbe  N.E.,  tbrow- 
ing  out  spur  beyond  spur,  until  it  ter- 
minates in  a  long,  low  curve  of  russet 
precipices,  at  whose  feet  a  great  bay 
of  tbe  glacier  of  the  Col  de  Cervin  lies 
as  lev^  as  a  lake.  This  spur  is  one 
of  the  few  pouits  from  which  the  mass 
of  tbe  Mont  Cervin  is  in  anywise  ap- 


and  affords  US  tbe  meai 

the  character  of  its  materials. 

"  Few  arcbilects  would  like  to  build 
with  tbem.  Tbe  slope  of  the  rocks  to 
tbe  N.W.  is  covered  2  fL  deep  with 
their  ruins,  a  mass  of  loose  and  sl&ty 
shale,  of  a  dull,  brick-red  colour,  which 
yields  beneath  the  foot  like  aahes  ;  so 
that  in  running  down,  yon  step  one 
yard  and  slide  three.  The  rock  is 
indeed  hard  beneath,  but  still  dis- 
posed in  thin  courses  of  these  cloven 
shales,  so  finely  laid  that  they  lottk  in 
places  more  like  a  heap  of  crashed 
autumn  leaves  than  a  rock,  and  the 


surprise,  as  if  the  m 
held  by  miracle.  But  sorprise  be- 
comes more  intelligent  reverence  for 
tbe  Great  Builder,  when  we  bnd  in  the 
middle  of  the  mass  of  these  dead  leaves 
a  conrse  of  living  rock  of  quarti,  as 
whit«  as  the  snow  that  encircles  it, 
and  harder  than  a  bed  of  steeL  It  is 
only  one  of  a  thousand  iron  bands 
that  knit  tbe  strength  of  tbe  mighty 
mountain.  Through  the  butUess  and 
the  wall  alike  the  oourses  of  its  varied 
masonry  are  seen  in  tbeir  successive 
order,  smooth,  and  true  as  if  laid  by 
line  and  plonunet,  but  of  thickness 
and  strength  condnually  varying,  and 
with  stiver  cornices  glittering  along 
the  edge  of  each,  laid  by  the  snowy 
winds  and  carved  by  the  sunshine — 
sttuulesB  ornaments  of  the  eternal 
temple,  by  which  *  neither  the  hammer 
nor  the  axe,  nor  any  tool  was  heard 
while  it  was  building.'  " — Svskm. 

>'  Though  unattended  with  danger 
with  good  guides  and  in  fine  weather, 
the  passage  should  on  no  account  be 
attempted  if  there  be  the  sligbtest  ap- 
pearance of  a  storm;  and  no  single 
traveller  is  justified  in  undertaking  it 
in  arty  weather  with  less  than  two 
guides,  provided  with  ropes,  &c.   This 


I  had 


It  ii 
nrj  of  t! 


sad  experience  of  the  danger  of  n«c 
lectmg  these  precautions,  as  in  the 
summer  of  '45  the  writer,  attended 
by  only  one  guide,  being  caught^  on 
the  summit  in  a  storm,  escap^  from 
a  dreadful  death  by  the  meroy  of  Qod 


Itself  I  within  a  few  pwMs  of  b 
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tobbb'  186  ft.  deep.  It  is  fsr  better  to 
Blart  From  Zermstt  than  V&l  Tour- 
nanche^  the  gnidea  and  aceommoda- 

being  infinitely  Buperior."— B.  C.  K. 

On  quitting  Zennatt  the  torrent  of 
Zmutt  is  crossed,  and  jou  wind  on 
the  sleep  pasturag  skirling  the  W. 
edge  of  the  glacier  of  Gofner.  There 
is  another  ctnster  of  hnts  and  granges 
called  Zamsee,  still  ftircher  np  the 
little  plain  of  Zermatt ;  it  lies  dose  to 
tlie  glaciers  of  the  Breithom,  hut  is 
passed  on  the  1.  by  the  traveller  who 
approaches  the  Ceryin.  Ahout  an 
honr  aboTO  Zermatt  the  path  ab- 
mptlj  ends  in  a  deep  rift  in  the  moun- 
tain, in  the  depths  of  which  the  tor- 
rents from  the  glaciers  of  the  Cervin 
are  seen  to  straggle  and  force  their 
way  into  Ae  vBlley  of  Zermatt.  A 
path  hiis  been  cot  out  of  the  over- 
ban^ne  rock  to  reach  a  wild  Alpine 
bridge  by  which  the  torrent  iscrosaed, 
and  the  ascent  to  the  Cervin  abruptly 
conunences  by  a  path  which  passes  by 
some  gTBuges  and  up  a  rugged  course 
through  a  pine  forest,  in  which,  how- 
ever. It  does  not  long  continue,  but 
enters  upon  some  scanty  pastarages 
enamelled  with  fiowera,  and  making  a 
considerable  dUour-  to  the  rL,  soon 
leaves  the  traveller  to  wander  up  a 
trackless  course  of  loose  schist,  sodden 
wiA  die  waters  from  the  glsciers. 
Often  it  is  necessary  lo  traverse  deep 
tbythe '"'■'- 


fatigi 


t  ofTen  little   v 


;.,, 


onlj  after  a  fatiguing  march  of  4  hrs. 
fVom  Zermatt.  and  2  long  hrs.  are  still 
required  tj>  reach  the  summit  on  the 
claciers,  which  are  free  from  danger, 


Prran  the  sntDOiit  of  thepass  of 
the  Mont  Cervin,  or  St  Theodule 
(4  hrs.  from  Zennatt),  which  exceeds 
11,000  Eng.  ft.  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  the  scene  around  is  one  of 
extraordinary  m^iiilicence  ;  tlie  eye 
wanders  over  a  vast  intervening  conn- 
try  to  the  Bernese  Alps,  sweeps  round 
by  the  Breithom  and  Monte  Uesa, 
looks  down   upon  a  thousand  peaks 


towards  Piedmont,  and  rests  upon  that 
woader  of  the  Alps,  a  pinnacle  of 
rock,  the  Cervin  or  Matterhom,  in 
immediate  proximity,  whose  peak  is 
ia,2aa  English  feet  above  the  sea. 
During  the  ascent,  this  glorious  ob- 
ject— Sie  motive  for  his  journey,  the 
reward  of  his  exertion— is  constantly 
before  the  timrist. 

On  the  actual  crest  of  the  Col  there 
is  some  bare  rock,  and  a  little  space 
so  exposed  (hat  the  snow  cannot  rest 
upon  It.  Here  Saussure  remained  3 
days,  with  his  son  and  atteodaats, 
engaged  in  experiments  at  this  ele- 
vation. Traces  of  the  rude  cabins 
in  which  they  sheltered  still  exist,  and 
also  of  a  redoubt  thrown  up  i  cen- 
turies ago  by  the  Vallaisans,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Fort  St 
Theodule :  it  never  could  have  been 
intended  for  serious  defence,  bat 
placed  there  with  a  silly  military 
swagger,  which  the  Swiss  displayed 
at  that  time,  to  mark  that  they  claimed 
as  their  frontier  the  crest  of  the  Alps. 

From  the  summit  the  descent  to- 
wards the  Val  d'Aosla  still  lies  over 
the  glacier  for  Q  hours,  thence  down 
the  steep  and  loose  moraines,  swampy 
and  difficult  of  descent,  for  2  hours 
more,  before  the  traveller  can  reach 
the  chilets  of  Mont  Jumont, — the  first 
on  the  aide  of  Piedmont,  without  even 
any  summer  residence  of  man  inter- 
vening between  Znmsee,  the  last 
habitation  in  Switzerland,  and  this 
place,  a  distance  of  9  hours.  About 
an  hour  below  the  chalets  of  Mont 
Jumont  is  the  plain  of  Breuil,  where 
there  are  man;  granges,  and  a  chapel, 
in  which,  once  a  year,  during  the 
resort  in  the  pasturages  In  these  his;h 
regions,  service  is  performed.  The 
plain  of  Breuil  appears  to  have  an- 
ciently  been  a  lake.  From  its  lower  ex- 
tremity the  peak  of  the  Cervin  is  seen 
on  the  side  opposite  W  Switierland, 
hut  still  towering  over  its  enormous 
bed  of  glaciers.  The  ascent  of  the 
Pass,  from  Breuil  to  Zermatt  on  the 
odier  aide,  takes  6  hours'  walking, 
including   2   hours   in  crossing   the 

Below  the  plain  of  Breuil,  the  route 
descends  by  a  wild  and  deep  gorge. 
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diTough  which  a,  torrent  rtiahes,  and  i 
acarcelj'  leaves  space  enough  for  il  1 
path  by  the  side  of  the  rock ',  through  I 
this  Mvaee  raTine,  one  of  tb«  wiklest  | 
in  the  Alps,  the  tniTeller  passes  for  : 
about  2  hrs.|  and  then  reaches  the 
first  *ill«ge— 

Val  Touniaaohe  (no  /nn.  but  the 
CurS  will  receive  stroDgers).  It  is 
compoaed  of  many  houses  scattered 
over  the  slopes  of  an  amphitheatre  of 
rich  pastnrogc^  surrounded  by  moun- 

Hera  the  ^^ednontese  officers  of 
the  customs,  or,  as  they  are  called, 
Preposes,  ore  stationed.  The  difficult 
and  daogerous  passes  into  the  Vallois 
ore  the  surest  courses  fbr  smugglera. 
Formeriy,  in  deBance  of  Napoleon  and 
his  Berlin  decrees,  they  passed  these 
Anghtful  solitudes  Uden  with  British 
atuslius,  templed  by  a  high  reward  ; 
but  sometimes  they  were  shot  bv  the 
prnioai  stationed  at  points  of  obser- 

From  the  Tillage  of  Yal  Tour- 
nanche  to  ChfttUbHi  is  a  journey  of 
about  3^  hrs.,  g«ierally  (teep  in  the 
ratine  through  which  the  Toumonche 
foams ;  2  or  3  little  hamlets  are 
passed,  the  principal  of  which  is  Antey. 
On  approaching  Cbatillon  the  rood 
rises  nigh  np  un  the  side  of  the  ra- 
vine, and  winds  amidst  enormons 
blocks  of  serpentine  which  have 
fallen  from  the  moontains,  whose  sides 
and  bases  bound  the  gorge.  The  arid 
tiaces  of  the  rocks,  whence  these  have 
been  detached,  present  the  richest 
colours  to  the  pencil  of  the  artist,  and 
the  vast  trunks  and  wild  branches  of 
the  chestnnt  and  walnut  trees  increase 
the  picturesque  character  of  the  valley. 


The  brv^es  are  among  the  most 
remarkable  objects  at 

Oi&tiUon.  (Inn:  lion  d'Or ;  best, 
and  fur,  though  dirty.— K  B.)     That 


IT  which  the  high  road  now  pasaes 
I  very  fine  single  arch,  thrown 
MS  a  deep  gult    Fnnn  it 


fiirther  down  the  torrent,  &«  remains 
of  a  Hainan  bridge,  also  a  single,  and 
still  an  entire  arch  ;  and  immediately 
over  it  another  bridge,  which  served 
its  purpose  fbr  many  on^i  but  has 
now  bera  superseded  by  dte  new 
bridge  and  its  improved  uproaches. 

In  the  dep^  ol  th«  gulf,  and  a  little 
up  tJie  stream,  ore  forges,  strangely 
plaoed  there,  for  the  soke  of  the  water 
power  in  working  the  tilts  i  a  wild 
path  leads  down  to  them,  and  the 
view  of  the  bridges  from  the  bolten 
of  the  ravine  ftims  one  of  the  most 
strikuig  scenes  in  the  valley.  Chi- 
tJUon  contains  a  convent  of  Capuchins. 


the  Val  d'Aosta  (niens,  the  old 
new  bridges  of  Chfttillon  spanning 
with  their  sinjgle  arches  the  deep 
ravine  of  the  Toumanche  -,  and  be- 
yond, on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Val 
d'Aosta,  the  ruins  of  the  Cattle  d'  UKelh 
on  a  projecting  knoil  of  rock,  washed 
round  its  base  by  the  torrent,  present 
those  materials  of  the  pictureaqne  for 
which  the  valley  of  A(>sta  is  so  cele- 


Some  days  may  be  spent  with  mw^ 
advantage  at  Zermatt.  in  Uioroughl^ 
eiploriiu;  the  upper  portion  of  thia, 
remarkable  valley.  The  two  moet 
aecesslbte  and  most  usual  excursioaa 
are,  1st,  (he  ascent  of  the  lower  ranee, 
called  the  Bifbl,  on  the  K.  aide  of  Aq 
valley,  for  a  near  view  of  (he  Uonte 
Rosa ;  2nd,  the  excursien  to  the 
Schwartisee,  fi>r  a  near  view  of  the 
Matterbum. 

The  aacent  of  ti^  BigsBierg  is  a 
pleasant  and  easy  ezcursiiw  of  about 
S  hrs.,  the  chief  part  of  which  m^hl 
probably  be  done  vrith  a  mule.  Two 
hours  and  a-half  of  rapid  ascent  ittaa 
Zennatt  bring  the  traveller  to  the 
edge  of  a  wild  preoipioe,  opposite  to 
the  BreithoTD,  but  separated  from  the 
main  chain  of  the  Alps  by  a  deep 
valley  occupied  by  the  great  Gomer- 
gletscher.  Another  {  of  an  hour  of 
more  gradual  ascent,  skirting  round 
the  base  of  the  high  peak,  c^ed  the 
Hi&lhorn,  leads  to  another  similar, 
but  still  greater  point  of  view,  own- 
monding  the  whole  chain  of  Mtxite 
fiosa,  from  the  Breithom  to  its  sum- 
mit, with  the  subordinate  chains  or 
I  buttiesM*  wbidi  rise  to  meet  it  £ram 
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the  N.E.  Five  great  glaciers  sweep 
down  fi-om  the  main  thain  of  the  Alps; 
the  Glacier  de  St.  Theodule,  above 
vhicb  is  the  pass  to  Breuil  :  then  thn 
Breith  om-glelschei 
next  the  glacier  Monte  Bosa 

ward  of  MonU  Smbo, 
the  other  four,  and  which  itself  de- 
scends into  the  vallej  of  Zermatt. 
This  is  caUed  by  Keller  the  Zeroiatt- 
gletscher.  From  this  point  a  traverse 
of  4  of  an  hour  across  the  mountain 
leadfl  to  a  completely  different  scene, 
overlooking  the  findel-th^  a  deep 
valleyrlslneuptotheFindeWletscher, 
above  which  rises  the  StraUhom,  and 
oommanding  a  ma^ificent  view  of  the 
Miowy  peaks  which  separate  the 
valley  of  Zermatt  on  one  side,  {rom 
diat  of  Saas  on  the  other,  from  the 
Turtman-ths). 

"  From  (his  point  to  Zermatt  is  ■ 
descent  of  14  to  2  hrs.  The  route 
retnme  into  the  path  by  which  we  as- 
cended. By  a  circuit  of  ^  an  hour,  or 
so,  the  tbot  of  the  Gomer-gletecher, 
nbere  the  river  isanes  from  it,  may  be 
Tisited  :  and  thongh  the  vault  of  ice, 
in  1840,  was  Hi  inferior  to  those  of 
the  Qlacier  du  Boia,  or  Grindelwald, 
the  exquisite  Ixonty  of  the  spot  well 
deserves  a  visit,  lliere  is  no  moraine 
to  detbrm  it ;  uid  here,  1  believe,  one 
may  literally  tonch  the  meadows  with 
one  hand,  and  the  glacier  with  the 
other.  Corn-fields  are  seen  above, 
at  a  coDsidei^le  elevation,  and  the 


iky  o 


'  the'l 


,a™iis 


r  part  of  the  glacier 


the  mountain  side.  Of  near  views  the 
Alps  olftr  few  more  lovely,  or  more 
remarkable.  The  descent  from  the 
glacier  to  Zermatt  is  about  45 
minutes. 

"  Thg  aiKaii  to  the  SditcarizMe  oc- 
cupies about  3  hours.  Ladiea  can 
ride  all  the  way;  but  the  ascent, 
though  not  daufferons,  is  in  part  very 
steep  and  fatiguing.  The  SchHaTtzsee 
is  a  little  lake,  or  rather  pond,  at  an 
elevation  of  8000  to  9000  feet,  on  a 
buttress  of  the  Matterhom,  with  a 
lone  chapel  beside  it.    There  is  no- 


thing remarkable  in  the  spot  itself; 
but  uie  low  ridge  east  of  it  commands 
a  superb  panoramic  view  of  the  whole 
basin  of  Zermatt,  with  its  surrounding 
mountains :  aview  decidedly  finer  than 
that  from  the  RifieL  Here  the  Mat- 
terhom, rising  overhead,  is  the  prin- 
cipal object;  Dut  the  view  also  em- 
braces the  whole  extent  of  the  Gomer- 
gletscher,  to  the  top  of  Monte  Kosa. 
A  still  finer  view  is  obtained  by 
mountiua;  the  rocky  peak  above  the 
lake,  called,  I  think,  the  Kleinerhom, 
an  hour's  steep  ascent,  in  part  over 
ice.  Either  from  this  point,  or  from 
the  Schwartzsee,  a  different  route  may 
be  taken,  descending  westward  to  the 
foot  of  the  great  glacier  of  Zmntt, 
and  through  that  village  along  the 
western  branch  of  the  valley  to  Zer- 
matt. This  route  passes  through  Soe 
large  forests,  ana  abounds  in  most 
singular  and  beantifiil  pictures.  It 
eroases  the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge, 
of  large  spao,  at  an  immense  beieht 
above  the  water.  The  descent  this 
way  is  less  steep,  but  rather  longer  j 
it  will  take  about  S^bonrs. 

"  A  third  day,  if  it  could  be  spared, 
might  no  doubt  be  well  devoted  to  the 
Findtl-ihal,   especially  by  the   enter- 

C'aing  traieller  who  would  risk  a 
1  night's  sleeping  in  the  chMets, 
with  the  view  of  pushing  on  in  the 
morning  to  the  Wiessen-thor,  the  pass 
describwi  p.  279,  from  the  summit  of 
which  the  view  is  superb. 

"  The  route  from  Zermatt  to  Saas 
has  been  spoken  of:  it  is  dcscrilwd  as 
diMcolt  and  dangerous  from  its  steep- 
ness: the  glaciers,  probably,  are  much 
erevaased. 

"  Another  practicable  route  from 
Zermatt,  over  an  untravelled  country, 
may  be  taken,  direct  to  Sion,  by  the 
Eringerihal.  This  is  two  days' work: 
the  way  lies  up  the  Zermatt-gletseher, 
and  across  the  chain  which,  descend- 
ing from  the  Matterhom,  branches 
out  into  the  chains  which  separate  the 
Eringerthal,  the  Einfischthal,  and  the 
Turljnan-thal.  I  spoke  with  a  young 
man  who  had  passed  that  way,  who 
said  that  5  or  6  hours  were  necessary 
to  pass  the  icej  but  that  the  way  was 
not  dangerous.     The  £riDg«rtbsl  ia 
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unknown  to  tourists,  although  a  prac- 
ticable passage  into  Italy. 

**  So  steep  are  the  walls  of  ice  which 
hem  in  ^e  valley  of  Zennatt,  that 
above  St.  Nicolas  there  is  literally  no 
practicable  route  to  the  next  valley 
westward  —  the  Tnrtman-thalt  and 
only  one  to  that  of  Saas  on  the  E., 
and  that  in  bad  reputation  even  in  this 
country.  Except  the  route  upwards 
beside  the  river,  there  is  no  way  of 
quitting  the  valley  above  St  Nicolas, 
exc^  over  glaciers.  Of  these,  that 
by  St.  Theodule  is  the  easiest.  It  is 
hardly  neeessarj  to  observe,  that  none 
of  these  glacier  routes  are  to  be  re- 
commended except  in  the  best  wea- 
ther, and  to  haray  and  adventurous 
persons:  no  sUght  hazard  might  arise 
from  over-rating  one's  powers  of  en- 
durance." 

"  There  Is  no  difficulty  in  getting 
good  guides  at  Zermatt ;  the  only  di^ 
Scolty  is  to  find  a  medium  of  commu- 
nication. Jean  Baptiste  Brantswein 
speaks  a  little  French,  and  is  probably 
one  of  the  best.  Another,  Peter  Da- 
matter,  who  made  with  me  the  tour 
of  Monte  Kosa,  pleased  me  much  by 
his  active,  willing,  and  affectionate 
temper.  Beware  of  inferior  gnidea — 
two  of  these,  names  nnknown,  in 
crossing  the  Cervin,  when  the  snow 
was  hard  and  slippery,  refused  to  stir 
unless  the  English  traveller,  whom 
they  accompanied  (B,  C),  would  go 
Brst  and  make  the  footsteps!!  The 
recommendation  of  the  ini&eeper  at 
Zermatt  may  be  trusted. 

"  The  ascent  and  passage  of  St.  Tki- 
oduie  have  been  already  mentioned. 
The  Italian  side  of  the  mountain  is 
more  dangerons  in  respect  of  cre- 
vasses', and  here  the  giudes  took  the 
precaution  to  tie  themselves  and  me 
together  with  ropes.  To  those  who 
intend  to  make  the  Tour  of  Monte 
Bosa,  however,  it  is  needless  to  de- 
scend to  Breuil;  their  course  lies  to 
the  eastward,  across  an  extensive  plain 
of  ice,  not  greatly  lower  than  the  crest 
of  the  pass,  to  the  ridge  called  the 
Cimes  Blanches,  descending  from  the 


From  St.  Theodule  to  Ayas,  hy  this 
route,  is  said  to  be  about  5  hrs.,  of 
which  2  or  more  must  be  over  the 
ice.  I  lost  the  pleasure  of  this  ronte 
by  an  unlucky  adventure,  which  caused 
me  to  descend  to  Breuil,  and  recross 
the  mount^ns  to  Ayas,  at  a  great  in- 
crease of  distance  and  fatigue;  and 
having  been  lienighted,  I  can  say  little 
of  the  upper  part  of  this  valley,  ex- 
cept that  it  does  not  appear  to  be  of 
very  striking  character.  From  the 
tjme,  however,  that  we  reached  the  re- 
^on  of  trees  it  became  very  beautifiilj 
and  as  seen  imperfecUy  by  the  moon, 
which  glittered  on  the  snows  of  ^e 
Breithom,  nothing  conld  have  been 
more  romantic,  if  we  had  only  known 
where  we  were  to  sleep,  and  had  not 
been  1 5  hrs.  on  foot.  At  last,  how- 
ever, when  we  began  to  despair  of  ex- 
tricating ourselves  &om  the  forest,  we 
reached  the  village  of  Fraschez,  about 


chain,  which  forms,  by  its  pro- 
lungation,  the  chain  separating  the Val 
Challant  from  the  Val  Toumaucbe.  | 


rt  10,  and  knocked  up  a  hos- 
peasant,  named  Jean  Joseph 
Villermatt  — with  a  family  of  five 
lads,  hunters  —  who  spoke  French, 
and  would  make  good  gnides.  It 
would  have  shortened  the  way  to  sleep 
at  a  higher  bamlel,  which  we  missed 
in  the  dark.  The  nameofFraschez,  it 
shonld  be  added,  does  not  appear  in 
any  of  tJie  maps. 

"  The  pass  leading  to  the  Lys-thal 
i3e£ii>idibeFurcadi  Betta:  theascent 
lies  through  larch  woods,  up  a  very 
steep  acclivity,  by  a  good  path.  There 
is  little  or  no  snow  on  the  pas?,  which 
is  given  in  Keller  as  8100  French  ft. 
above  the  sea.  The  height  I  should 
suppose  to  be  overrated.  The  summit 
is  three  easy  hrs.  from  Fraschez  — 
the  view  not  extensive.  A  rapid  de- 
scent leads  down  into  the  valley  of  the 
Lys.  Near  the  second  chilet  a  path 
turns  off  to  the  L,  towards  the  head  of 
the  valley,  where  there  is  a  large  and 
handsome  house  owned  by  a  wealthy 
proprietor  ;  the  right-hand  path  leaiu 
down  to  San  Giacomo  (f),  about  <ui 
hr.  below  the  largo  bouse,  where  there 
is  a  small  auberge.  Being  refused  a 
bed  at  the  mansion,  and  unable  tofn'o- 
cure  one  at  the  hostelry,  my  guide  and 
I  took  up  our  quarters  in  a  bam  fhll 
of  hay.      Notiiing  can  be  imagined 
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fioer  than  the  head  of  the  LfK-thnl. 
The  Lys-gletscher,  which  descends 
low,  is  formeil  by  the  union  of  two 
luagniSt.'eiit  branchea,  which  sweep 
downfromtbeLjsKamnL  KoctCfriTer, 
rich  pasturages,  forests,  glsfiera,  and 
mountains,  and  so  admirably  combmed 
asto  pr,       ■  ■         - 


,    both   i 


and 


in.  passing  along  the  bottom  of  thi 
vallej.  Near  the  village  chapel  or 
close    by  the  road,  there  is  a  remarl 

which  has  hoUowed  itself  a  rei 
deep  channel,  across  which  has  failc 

bridge,  which  leads  to  the  chapel 


eadjac 


Lt  house 


Tber 


a  bridge  half  an   hour  higher,  above 
the  great  house. 

"From  the  I-ys-thal  to  Mscugnaga 
is  a  very  long  and  hard  day,  including 
two  high  and  steep  passes.  The  first, 
the  CoId'Ollea,  is  given  by  Keller  as 
8200  French  ft.  above  the  sea.  The 
first  ascent  is  very  rapid,  commanding 
fine  views  both  up  and  down  the 
valley.  About  half  way  up  a  lai^ 
mountain  basin  is  reacued.  contain- 
ing several  ch&lets,  at  the  hig;hest  of 
which  I  break&sted.  It  is  the  best 
and  largest  I  htve  seen  in  the  Alps, 
being  a  Wee  stone  building  containii^ 
two  good  beds  in  an  inner  apartment, 
large  provision  of  household  utensils, 
and  everything  beautifully  clean,  Tbe 
mistress,  a  civil,  obliging  woman,  is 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Aoste,  and 
brings  her  cows  annually,  first  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gressoney,  then  to 
a  lower  chalet,  then  hither— where  she 
hod  been  (Aug,  11)  only  15  days. 
The  thennomeler  at  7  o'clock,  a  bean- 
tiful  raoming,  stood  at  46.  From  the 
valley  to  this  cbilet  took  1  hr,  30  m., 
thence  to  the  Col  1  hr.  10  m.  ;  a 
steep  ascent,  about  20  minutes  over 
snow.  The  passage,  a  mere  ridge,  is 
marked  by  some  remarkable  insnlated 
rocks.  By  this  time  the  mountains 
were  much  clouded,  but  some  of  the 
higher  points  around  Monte  Rosa 
broke  out  from  time  to  time  with 
splendid  effect.  The  descent  is  rapid 
and  stony.  The  way  to  Alagna  runs 
S.K   Turning  offfromthia  I  followed 


a  laborious  and  pathless  coarse,  in  and 
out  along  the  mountain  side,  ascend- 
in?  agojn  under  a  wall  of  dark  rocks 
till  we  reached  a  small  pool  1  hour  30 
m,  from  the  Col,  and  probably  of 
nearly  equal  elevation,  after  which  a 
rapid  ascent  brought  us  in  15  m.  to 
the  first  group  of  chUets,— tlie  ch&leta 
de  Riva.  By  the  way  we  passed  under 
a  very  high  waterbll  of  considerable 
body.  This  part  of  the  route  resem- 
bles much  the  wilder  parts  of  the 
Hieblonds,  Trees  there  are  none) 
and  the  glaciers  of  the  main  chain  are. 


were  veiled  by  clouds.  From  the 
chaleta,  the  way  lies  down  a  very 
steep  staircsae — snch  it  literally  la — 
untiX  on  turning  the  lofty  pemnsula 
on  which  they  stand,  between  two 
converging  glens,  a  munificent  view 
opens  into  the  heart  of  Monte  Rosa, 
from  which  a  noble  glacier  streams 
far  into  the  valley.  The  mountains 
on  either  side  rise  very  steeply,  and 
are  well  clothed  with  larches  below 
and  pastures  above.  Much  ground 
would  be  saved  if  the  river  could  be 
crossed  here  or  a  little  higher;  but,  as 
it  was  full  cbaiged  from  the  glaciers, 
we  were  obliged  to  descend  for  40  mi- 
nutes from  tbe  cbilets  to  the  first 
bridge,  a  very  picturesque  spot,  which 
we  readied  at  12  o'dock,  about  6 
hours  from  the  Lys-thal,  excluding 
•stoppages.  This  upper  port  of  the 
Val  Sesia  is  very  fine,  an^  if  accom- 
modation conid  be  had  at  Alagna, 
would  repay  an  excursion  from  Va- 
rallo.  Such  accommodation  may, 
however,  be  had  at  Riva,  about  'H 
hour  below  Alagna.     (Route  104,  p. 

"  The  Col  de  Tvrlo  is  one  of  the 
steepest  and  most  laborious  passes  that 
I  have  crossed.  Keller  gives  for  its 
height  7890  French  feet,  which  I  think 
mnst  be  an  error;  it  appears  higher 
than  the  Col  d'Ollen,  took  longer  to 
monnt,  and  has  much  more  snow  on 
it.  The  first  stage  of  the  ascent  is 
by  a  mule  path,  so  steep  as  to  seem 
dangerous :  this  leads  to  a  group  of 
chalets  in  about  45  minutes,  after 
which  we  kept  filii^  laboriously  up 
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the  ttaay  sleep  mountun  aide,  gene- 
nOj  in  the  mUt,  and  tuming.  it 
Beemad  esAterly,  round  the  head  of  & 
basin,  until  in  2  hoara  SO  m.  from  the 
bridge,  1  found  mvsel^  on  a  lift  of  the 
feg,  Bt  auioe  height  above  a  large  bed 
of  snow  in  the  hSttom-  Pursuing  the 
same  course  we  crassed  a  large  bed  of 
snow,  and  came  again  on  thin  herb- 
age, along  which  we  passed  to  the 
l^t  aacent,  np  a  Bl«ep  hollow  filled 
with  snow,  between  which  and  the 
rock  we  psued  on  the  north  side. 
Saw  here  a  single  chamois.  The 
passage  of  the  Col  is  not  where 
one  would  expect,  bat  more  to  the 
[lorth,  marked  d;  a  cross,  which,  how- 


B  did  I 


>  till    ] 


:  the 


A  well-traced  path  winds 
up  to  it,  which,  however,  must  be  co- 
vered with  snow  till  late  in  the  year. 
The  Col  is  a  mere  ridge;  it  ia  worth 
while  to  mount  the  clnster  of  rocks 
to  the  S.E.,  &om  which  the  descent 
may  safel;  be  made  across  the  snow. 
The  seeae  was  very  grand,  though 
clouds  obscured  the  new.  I  doubt 
whether  the  summits  of  Monte  Bosa 
be  visible.  From  the  bridge  to  the 
Col  3  hrs.  SO  min.,  including  a  slight 
deviation  from  the  roule  in  the  fog ; 
by  a  &esb  pair  of  legs  it  might 
be  done  in  3  hrs.  from  the  bri^c, 
or  4  from  Alagna.  On  (he  S.E. 
side,  the  snow  is  very  much  more  ex- 
tensive, and  the  descent  verv  abrupL 
It  is  necessar;  to  keep  well  to  the 
L  in  crossing  the  snow,  then  descend 
rocks,  aniT  traverse  back  to  the  rt. 
again.  This  is  quick  work,  as  the 
slopes  are  often  sleep  enough  for  a 
gUsaade.  After  coming  to  the  line 
of  vesetadon,   the   descent    becomi 


most  exquisite  views.  It  reaches  the 
bottom  of  the  valley  near  a  small 
hamlet,  where  it  is  necessary  to  avail 
one's  self  of  the  only  (I  believe)  bridge 
over  (he  river,  and  thence  rises  by  a 
short  sharp  ascent  to 

'•  M/ioii^naga,  30  min.  from  the  moii(h 
of  the  upper  valley.  Inn :  H.  de  Monte 
Bosa,  tolerable  (see  p.  274). 

"  Some  days  might  ~"""  "" " 
this  beautiful  valley. 

"  I  saw  very  little  of  the  Italian  side 
of  the  Mora — a  most  magnificent  pass- 
Beached  the  first  snow  in  less  than  3 
hrs.,  and  after  a  sharp  scramble  up  m 
slope  of  rocks,  reached  at  3  o'clock  a 
plan  or  basin  of  snow,  with  a  wall  of 
snow  bounding  it,  alons;  which  we 
slanted,  laboriously  to  the  leh,  and 
reached  a  bare  patoh  of  rock  which 
marks  the  summit  at  20  minutes 
past  3,  about  3j  hours  going  from 
■    -ignaga. 

b  minutes'  qnic 
the  great  mass  of  snow,  after  wliicii 


piing,  fo 


round  the  valley  like  a  wall,  and  a 


which  the  foot  takes  no  bold. 
Reached  the  bottom  in  1  br.  10  min., 
thence  1  hr.  15  min.  along  a  very 
gentle  slope,  and  through  beautiful 
sceneiT  to  the  junction  with  the  val- 
ley of  Macugnaga.  Instead  of  de- 
scending with  the  stream,  however, 
towards  Festerana,  &c.,  the  way  to 
Maci^naga  turns  off  at  a  considerable 


f>  minutes'  quick  descent  clears 
jreat  mass  of  snow,  after  wliicii 
.  .  path  lies  high  above  the  elscier 
which  fills  the  desolate  hollow  below, 
sometunea  over  a  paved  road  broken 
by  avalanches  and  torrents,  sometimes 
over  steep  slopes  of  snow  not  good  for 
weak  nerves,  the  slant  iwing  consLder- 
,  able,  and  the  depth  below  not  trilling. 
I  The  last  of  these  is  about  1  br.  from 
;  the  top  i  thence  to  the  chijets  of  Des- 
tal,  2U  min.  ;  thence  to  Sa&s,  2  hrs. 
30  min.,— very  quick.  Macugikagato 
Saas  about  T^  hours'  quick  walking. 
It  would  complete  this  tour  well  to 
cross  direct  by  Monte  Fee  to  Zermalt, 
a  difficult  mute,  as  has  been  said, 
and  thence  to  Sion  by  the  Eringer- 
thai- — three  days'  work.  But  such  a 
circuit  as  this  requires  a  continuance 
of  fine  weather  such  as  is  rarely  met 
with."— A.  T.  M- 

"  With  (lie  present  bad  accommo- 
dation, it  is  much  better  to  go  from 
i  Zermatt  to  the  Lys-(hal  in  a  &y ;  but 
;  in  crossing  the  Matlerjoch  (Col  de 
I  St.  TbcoduleX  the  traveller  should  by 
I  no  means  descend  into  YaJ  Taur- 
nanche.  The  way  into  the  next  val- 
I  ley  of  Ayas  diverges  not  iar  from  tJie 
summit.  Neither  should  be  descend 
;  as  far  as  SL  Giaeomo,  but  bis  guide 
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horrid  cundnct  ban  by  ft  shorter  pas- 
Bftg«  tieoir  the  soathem  glacier  of  the 
Breithom  to  Hisel,  whence  it  is  enay 
to  croaa  ttie  Betts  Furka  pass  in  the 
tame  day ;  but  it  is  a  long  day :  etill 
it  is  better  than  ileepin?  in  the  exces- 
airelj  diztj  hnts  of  the  f  isdmonteM." 

KOUTE  107. 


=  about  40 
This  is  a  post  road  as  far  aa  frrea 
only.  The  first  pert  lies  across  the 
HmX  rich  plains  which  extend  to  the 
base  of  the  Alps.    The  statioDi  ue  at 

JBetlimo. 
ChiTosso. 
Caloso. 
Ivrea  (fiiiu.-  H.  de  I'Enrope,  Tei^ 
for  Italy,  cuisine  fair,  and  spaci- 
ous salle  &  manger  ;  IJon  d'Or)  is  a 
large  waUed  town  at  the  entrance  of 
the   Val  d'Aoata.      Tie   entrance   is 
highly  picturesque,  serosa   the    deep 
bed  of  the  Doire,  which  flows  imme- 


larse  markets  are  held,  Co  which  cheese 
and  other  pastoral  prodaee  of  the  Alps 
are  brought.  It  is  also  adep6tforthe 
iron  whi(^  is  obtained  near  Cagne, 
and  from  other  mines  worked  in  the 
valley.  Here  also  some  cotton-works 
bave  been  recently  established. 

Mere  is  a  picturesque  and  interest- 
ing massive  old  Caatie,  degraded  into 
a  prison,  and  disligureid  with  modem 
windows,  &C.  The  battlements  and 
machicolations  of  two  of  its  towers 
remain.  These,  and  the  old  walls 
from  many  points  of  Tiew,  furnish 
good  materials  for  the  sketeh.book. 
Tbe  small  isolated  hills  scattered 
along  the  sides  of  the  stream,  as  ont- 

rts  of  the  Alps,  and  often  crowned 
some  crnmh  of  a  wall  of  a  feudal 
castle,  are  rery  pictnresqne  seen  othf 
the  thicket  of  rich  Tegetation,  and 
backed  by  the  Alps.  This  town 
or  city,  as  it  is  called  —  and  in 
£ugli«n    esttmatioa,  as  Ae   scat  of 


a  bishop,  it  on^t  perh^is  to  be 
considered  one  —  is  said  to  be  the 
southern  gate  to  theTal  d'Aosta.  It 
is  of  great  antiquity,  and  mentioned 
by  many  ancient  authors  under  tbe 
name  of  Eporedia.  Strabo  says  that 
here  the  unfortunate  galaasi,  made 
jnisoners  by  Terentius  Varro,  when 
these  brave  people  of  the  Val  d'Aosta 
were  subdued,  were  sold  as  slaves 
by  public  auction  to  the  number  of 
36,000. 

[There  is  a  shorter  cross  road  (12 
leagues)  from  Tnrin  to  iTrea,  by 
Lemie,  Volpiano,  St.  Beuigno,  aiMl 
Foglia— all  leige  villages  or  towns, 
ccmt&iniQg  from  1800  to  3000  luhsb. 
St.  Benigno  has  otw  of  the  most  bean- 
tifol  churches  in  Piedmont. 

Before  arriving  at  Foglis,  two  of 
ll)e  torrents  whitdi  descend  from  the 
Alps  are  crossed — the  Malone  and 
the  OrcB — on  flying  bridges  ;  and  be- 
tween Fwlis  and  Ivrea  another  river 
—the  ChTuaeUa— is  crossed,  near  to 
where  tbe  road  by  Fi^lis  fells  into 
die  high  road  from  Chivasao  to  Ivrea. 
This  spot  has  some  celebrity,  ss  the 
scene  of  a  successful  struggle  of  the 
Frennh  against  tbe  Austrians;  it  was 
the  first  battle  in  the  war  of  1800, 
and  immediately  preceded  the  victory 
of  Marengo.  In  the  combat  on  the 
Cbiusella,  the  Austrian  General  Salfi 
was  killed.  Two  other  villages  lie 
beyond  foglis  on  this  road.— Monl- 
alegno  and  Komano.] 

Poating  ceases  at  Ivrea.  For  the 
hire  of  a  pair  of  horses  to  Aosto,  120 
fr.  are  asked — an  exorbitant  demand. 

On  leaving  Ivrea,  on  the  rt.  is 
a  vast  ridge  of  ^uvium,  the  Monte 
Bolegno,  which  stretches  into  the 
plains.  The  road  asoends  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Uoire,  passes  below  the 
old  CaatU  of  Montalto.  well  preserved 
with  its  towers  and  battlements,  and 
picturesque  in  its  form,  and  contmues 
through  the  rich  broad  valley  of  the 
Doire— broad  enongh  to  constitute  a 
part  of  the  plain,  for  at  Slettimo  Vit- 
tone,  3A  leagtios,  the  ascent  has  been 
so  grsdual  as  scarcely  to  have  been 
perceived.  Nor  is  it,  in  fact,  until  the 
traveller  reaches 

Foot  St.  Hartitt  (Am:  BosaBossa), 
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2  leagues,  that  be  mfty  be  said  lo  haie 
iairlr  entered  thia  v^ley  of  the  Alp& 
The  Infty  arch  which  here  spnna 
the  torrent  of  the  Lya  (about  20  yards 
higher  than  the  oew  brid^)  i>  ooe  of 
the  finest  Boman  works  of  ita  cUas  in 
the  vttiley  :  it  now  aerres  to  codunD- 
nicste  wiih  the  V^  de  Vallaise,  uid 
is  a  striking  object.  The  road  to 
Aosta  U  carried  over  a  modern 
bridge,  better  adapted  to  the  im- 
proved  intercourse  of  the  inhatritanta 
of  the  lalley  with  the  plains.  Above 
St.  Martin  are  rains  of  a  large  Caitle. 
The  litnatioQ  of  this  tillage  is  strik- 
ingly fine  at  the  entrance  to  the  Val 
de  LjB,  stretching  up  to  the  foot  of 
the  gWcicrs  of  Monte  Rosa  (Rie.  104), 
which  will  well  repay  the  explorer  of 
BD  Alpine  valley. 

After  crossing  tlie  Lye  at  a  short 
distance  from  its  conflueooe  with  the 
Doire,  the  road  ascends  t« 

3  Donas,  where  a  Roman  work — a 
pierced  rock — is  passed  thr 
ne&r  to  it  is  a  Roman  mileal 
the  rock,  noting  xxxii.  M.P,    A  tole- 
rable u;ine  is  grown  at  Donas. 

From  Donas  the  road  ascends  ab- 
mptly  for  a  short  distance,  and  close 
to  the  Doire,  which  it  st«cply 
hangs,  to 

Fort  Bard,  celebrated  for  (he  tem- 
porary check  which  it  gave  to  the 
advance  of  the  French  army  under 
Buonaparte,  in  1800.  It  was  garri' 
Boned  by  only  400  Austrians,  ji 
Boch  was  the  strength  of  the  positic 
that  Buonaparte  almost  despaired  ot 
carrying  it,  and  a  few  days  moi 
must  have  starved  hia  atmy  into 
retreat.  By  a  gallant  manmuvre,  hon 
ever,  in  the  eflicient  placement  of 
single  gun,  above  the  precipices  i 
the  Mont  Albaredo,  which  overhangs 
Bard,  they  checked  the  battery  which 
Covered  the  approach  to  the  town, 
and  the  army  passed  by  night  under 
the  grenades  and  pots  de  fen  thrown 
by  the  fort.  Another  gun  was  raised 
to  a  belfry  which  commanded  the 
gate  of  the  fort ;  and  the  Austrians, 
fearing  an  assault,  surrendered.  Upon 
such  slight  occurrences  (be  fate  of 
Bnrope  tnmed.  As  the  French  army 
would  have  devoured  all  the  supply 


of  the  Val  d'Aosta  in  a  few  days,  it 
must  have  retreated  ;  and  the  battle 
of  Maren?o,  oils  of  the  most  farilli&nt 
events  of  French  history,  would  not 
have  been  fought  Withm  a  few  years 
the  fort  has  been  greatly  strength- 
ened, and  it  is  now  considered  invul- 

After  passing  through  the  steep  and 
narrow  streets  of  B^l,  the  entrance 
is  seen,  on  the  L,  to  the  valley  of 
Champorcher,  whence  a  path  leads, 
by  (he  village  of  Pont  Bosel,  to  the 
Col  de  Reale  in  6  hrs.,  and  by  this 
pass  and  the  valley  of  the  Soanna  to 
Ponte  in  the  Va!  d'Orca. 

Above  Bard  the  valley  is  narrow. 

Sin  ascending 
cc— •  *'-- 

Verrex  (7bb.-  Ecu  de  France,  kept  by 

Jean  Gardo,  is  the  best),  2^  leagues 
\  from  Font  SL  Martin,  is  situated  at 
,  the  entrance  to  the  Val  ChoUuit 
I  (Rte.  104).  Here  many  improvemente 
I  have  recently  been  made,  especially  in 
j  the  construction  of  a  new  bridge  and 
I  many  new  houses. 
I      Here  is  a  latge  square  keep  of  the 

DJd  Castle,  whi^  overhangs  the  V^ 
<  Cballant.  It  is  a  picturesque  object 
'  from  below,  and  the  scenes  &oui  it  are 
i  worth  a  scramble  to  the  ruing.  Here 
.  is  also  a  convent  of  Augustines. 

Above  Verrex  the  valley  widens, 

and  the  little  plain  of  uie  Doire 
I  shows  the  violence  of  the  torrent  in 
I  ^e  sands  and  rocks  left  by  it  in  the 
I  spring. 

About  14  league  beyond  Verrex 
!  the  road  enters  upon  one  of  the  most 
j  remarkable  scenes  in  the  valley— a 

deep  ravine,  through  which  the  Doiie 
j  has  cut  its  way,  or  found  such  a  gulf 

its  natural  channel  The  road  as- 
'  cenda  steeply  on  (he  left  of  the  mer, 

I  places  overhanging  the  foxing  tor- 
;  rent,  and  where  the  rock  equally 
'  overhangs  the  traveller.     These  rocks 

are  surmounted  by  the  ruins  of  the 
I  Caetle  of  St.    Qermains,  placed  so  as 

effectually  to  command  the  pass, 
I  when  iJie  brigand  feudal  proprietors 

robbed  and  maltreated  tbe  unfortu- 


e  p*s»er-bj,    Th«w  r 
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irnprOTemeDt  ia  the   morale   aa   well  I  character  of  Bcenerf  prerails,  only  iu- 
as  the  picturesque.  terrupted  by  the  occoaional  traces  of 

Tbe  rood  cut  out  in  so  remnrkable  |  destruction  left  by  the  torrents  which 
B  way  was  probably  a  Boman  worli.    in  the   spring  rush   down  from  the 
It  was  some  time  since  repaired  by    lateral  rallejs  to  fell  into  the  meat 
le  monks  of  St  Bernard,    drain  of  this  district,  the  Doirt 


as  a  tablet  on  tbe  road  recordst  but 
by  a  little  man<BDvre  of  Charles  Ema- 
nnel  III.,  king  of  Sardinia,  in  adding 
B  bit  above  and  a  bit  below,  he  has 
t^en  a  large  share  of  the  credit  to 
himself.    It  stands  thus: — 


This  defile  is  called  the  pass  of  Mont 
Jovet.  From  the  head  of  the  pass 
the  view  down  the  valley  is  very 
striking'  Immediately  above  it,  the 
finest  part  of  the  Val  d' Aosta  extends 
to  the  CiU,  a9  Aosta  is  called.  The 
wine  in  the  neighbonriiood  of  Mont 
Jovet  is  eelebrated. 

Nothing-  can  escced  the  beauty  and 
richness  of  the  scenery,  and  the  mag- 
nificent character  of  ite  foliage;  tfie 
walnut  and  chestnut  trees  are  cele- 
brated for  their  grandeur  and  pictu- 
resqueneas. 

Before  arriving  at  St.  Vincent,  a 
singular  bridge  over  a  deep  ravine  is 
crossed.  It  is  called  the  Pont  des 
Sarasins,  and  by  antiquaries  is  recog- 
nised as  a  Boman  work.  From  its 
parapet  one  of  the  moat  beautiful 
scenes  in  the  valley  is  presented  on 
looliing  up  towards  Chitillon,  and  in- 
oinding  among  its  otgecta  the  Castle 
d'Usselle  and  other  ruins.  Kotfarfrom 
this  bridge  is  the  agreeable  village  of 

St.  Vincent  (/nn:  Lion  d'Or), 
where  there  are  mineral  springs.  This 
ifl  a  good  point  for  commencing  the 
ascent  of  the  Val  de  Lys  to  Qr^soney. 
About  a  league  above  is 

3)  Chdtilbm  (see  Route  106,  p.  282), 
distant  from  Verrex  about  2^  lei^uea. 

Above  ChMiUoD  the  wne  fine  rich 


About  a  league  above  Cb&tillon  is 
the  village  of  Chambave,  celebrated 
for  its  wine,  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  Ticherchi  in  Piedmont.  The 
wine  of  the  Val  d'Aoata  has  a  great 
reputation,  and  the  vine  is  culldvated 
on  the  mountain  stdea  to  an  elevation 
of  3000  fL  above  the  level  of  the  w 
In  the  vallej 
fruit-trees  i 
garden. 

Siw,  a  poor  village  with  the  ruins 
of  a  ch&t«BU,  is  nearly  half-w^  be- 
tween Chitillon  and  Aosta.  Before 
arriving  at  Nui,  a  valley  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Doire  ia  seen  to  run  up 
to  the  ridge  of  mountains  which  sepa- 
rates the  valley  of  Aosta  above  Mont 
Jovet,    from    the    valley    of  Cham- 


through  the  village  of  VUlefranche. 

In  the  high  road  and  hyeways  up 
the  Val  d' Aosta  it  is  a  common  cus- 
tom to  trellis  vines  quite  serosa  the 
road ;  the  delicious  shelter  which  this 
aflbrds  to  the  heated  and  weary  tra- 
veller must  be  enjoyed  to  be  fully 
valued.  These  arbours  extend  some- 
times J  or  i  a  mile  with  the  ripe  and 
luscious  grapes  hanging  down  within 

On  the  approach  to  Aosta  the 
Ch&ttau  liwH-t  IS  seen  placed  high  on 
the  mountain  side;  a  path  leads  up 
to  it  from  near  Villefranche,  and 
down  on  the  other  side  of  its  glen  to- 
wards Aosta,  so  that  a  visit  to  it  re- 
quires no  retracing  of  steps,  Mid  the 
beautiful  scenes  presented  in  the  as- 
cent and  at  the  chateau,  which  is  now 
a  Hospital,  deserve  the  trouble  of 
climbing  thither.  Little  more  than  a 
league  fiirther  up  the  valley  ia 

&  Aosta. — lima:  Ecu  du  Vallais; 
in  ^e  new  Townhalli  good,  and  com- 
f6rtable ;  the  best  inn  in  the  Val 
d' Aosta,  but  not  free  from  insectsj 
Post   (Conronne) — a   pity   of   6I0D 
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Inhab.;  more  interesting  for  its  anti- 
qnitiea  ftnd  biatorical  aaaociatioiia  knd 
Uie  extreme  beauty  of  the  sceneiy 
aroand  it,  than  for  any  claim  it  has  to 
importance  ia  trade,  wealth,  or  popula- 
tion. Its  situation  is  indeed  striiing, 
near  the  conflaence  of  the  Buttier  and 
the  Doire,  in  a  deep  rich  valley,  sor- 
rounded  by  lofty  and  snow-capped 
mountains,  which  peer  down  into  its 
■qnarea  and  streets.  Aosta,  the  Ci- 
riiaa  Auguati— or  Augusta  Pnetoria — 
claims  a  high  antiqui^.  It  was 
known  nnder  the  name  of'^CordSle,  as 
the  chief  city  of  the  Salasai:  its  his- 
tory earlier  than  its  conqnest  by  Te- 
rentius  Varro,  a  general  of  Angnstus, 
is  fAnlous,  but  the  antiquary  of 
Aosta  has  no  difficulty  in  fixing  the 
date  of  iW  foundation  406  before  that 
of  Borne,  1153  ac!  By  the  army  of 
the  emperor  it  was  taken  24  years 
before  the  Christian  era,  and  ita  iu- 
hahitants  reduced  lo  mieerable  cap- 
tivity. AugoBtus  rebuilt  the  dty, 
Bare  his  own  name  to  it,  and  esta- 
blished there  3000  soldiers  frmn  the 
Pnetorian  cohorts.  The  Temains  of 
large  public  buildings  attest  its  im- 
portanoe  at  that  time,  and  though 
much  inferior  in  beauty  and  extent  to 
those  of  the  S.  of  France,  will  yet  be 
viewed  with  interest.  A  Triamphal 
arch  in  tolerable  presenation,  covered 
with  a  modem  red-tiled  roof,  is  one 
of  the  finest  of  the  remains.  There 
is  also  a  remarkable  ffat^  or  portal, 
having  two  fatjades,  with  a  quadrangle 
between  them,  each  facade  composed 
of  three  arches— tiiat  in  the  centre  is 
much  the  lai%est.  "  It  is  buried  to  a 
considerable  depth  b^  soil  Another 
relic  of  the  liomans  is  a  firiige,  which  ' 
once  spanned  the  Buttier,  though 
now  100  yards  E.  of  it  A  conduit  of  , 
water  runs  under  it,  and  by  its  side  a 
path ;  so  that  you  can  walk  under 
the  arch,  which  is  a  tine  piece  of 
masonry." — A.  T,  M.  There  are  also 
the  ruins  of  an  Amphitlwatre  (or  The- 
atre?), of  a  barrack  or  Pnetorian  pa^ 
]»oe,  lowers,  walla,  and  fragments  of  . 
unknown  former  appropriation,  now 
serving  only  to  perplex  antiquaries. 
The  plan  of  Aosto,  like  that  of  other 
Bomaa  citiet^  vr.as  a  sijuare,  and  tike  | 
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'  chief  streets  crossed  in  the  oaitr& 
I  The  triumphal  arch  stood  outside  of 

the  town,  in  frontof  the  chief  g»l«w»y, 

Aosta   has   been    much   improved 

'  within  the  laat  few  years,    the  chief 

,  square  is  enlarged,  ^d  there  is  modi 

new  and  handsome  building.    It  ia  '" 


also  stationed  here, 
merous  eatablisbmeut  of  official  in- 
spectors, fiscal  sanitary,  &c ;  a  CribuitaJ 
of j  uatice,  a  royal  college,  an  hospital  for 
the  military,  and  anouier  for  the  poor. 

Anselm,  the  diatinguishsd  areh- 
bishop  of  Canterbury  in  the  11th  c«i- 
tiu^,  was  b<H^  at  Aosta. 

St.  Bernard,  whose  name  Is  im- 
mortally associated  with  the  moun- 
tain pass  f¥om  the  valley  of  the  lUione 
to  the  valley  of  the  Doire,  was  arch- 
deacon of  Aosta ;  and  his  knowledge^ 
&om  his  situation,  of  the  exposure 
and  sufierings  of  those  who  traversed 
these  regions,  led  to  bis  establish- 
ment (rf  the  celebrated  hospice,  unco 
the  penuanent  footing  it  has  since 
h^d,  and  left  him  to  be  remembered 
as  (he  "  Apostle  of  the  Alps." 

The  Catlitdral  is  deserving  of  a  viai^ 
though  it  has  no  high  antiquity  ;  but 
there  is  a  very  curious  cloiattr,  proba- 
bly of  the  Sth  century,  with  sculp- 
tured capitals,  of  Bible  subjects,  and 
inscriptions  in  rhyming  verse  de- 
scribing them. 

From  Aosta  an  excursirai  may  be 
made  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard  by  St. 
Bemy,  2  honrs'  ascent  on  Ebot,  1^  to 
descend. 

Siligenot  to  Turin  daily ;  chara  may 
be  had  in  all  the  intermediate  towns. 

The  inhalutants  of  the  Pays  d' Aosta 
apeak  Freudi  almost  universally,  es- 
pecially in  the  upper  part  <M  the 
valley  above  Aosta;  this,  too,  is  gene- 
raUj  the  case  in  those  side  vuleys 
which  lead  by  the  passes  of  the  Alps 
to  the  frontiers  of  Savoy  and  Franoe. 
The  inhabitants  of  these  upper  valleys 
bear  a  much  better  characterthuL  those 
who  live  near  the  plains  of  Piedmont. 

The  difficnldes  about  distances  in 
Piedmont,  alluded  to  in  the  Intro- 
duction, are  nowhere  more  strongly 
Ml  than  in  this  route  to  tbe  Vd 
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d'AoBU  from  Tntin  ;  «o  thM  tlie  dia- 

tancea  ouned  can  011I7  be  regarded  u 
approximatioDg. 

The  iille;  of  AoeU,  more  perhaps 
than  an;  other  in  PiedmoDt,  U  afflicted 
in  a  horrid  degree  with  crecinism  and 
Koltre  ;  from  Chitillon  to  Villeoeuve 
Uiis  blight  BOemB  to  have  fallen  most 
heaTily.  Broi^odoD  Kays,  "  ITowhere 
are  eoltre  and  cretinism  more  prers- 
lenttbanin  thlBbeautifulTallfv.  The 
peasantry  appear  squalid  and  hlthj,  a 
race  of  beingg  generallj'  stunted  and 
diseased.  Of  the  whole  population  in 
the  neighboorbood  of  Aosta,  1  in  50  ia 
a  cretin  ;  and  above  half  are  more  or 
les9  goltred.  Some  of  these  are  horrid 
objects.  Tumours  as  large  as  their 
heads  are  appended  to  their  throats, 
rtirring  in  number,  size,  and  colour." 
On  Jeavine  thie  city  to  ascend  the 
FsJley,  the  drive  for  aboot  4  m.  lies 
through  the  open  plun  of  the  Val 
d'Aosta,  and  through  scenes  of  its 
mreateat  richness  in  vegetation.  At 
Uiis  distance  from  Aosta  the  road 
passes  beneath  the  chatean  Sarra,  an 
trnpicturesque  structure  ;  nearly  op- 
posite to  it,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
valley,  is  a  qaeer  building  in  villain- 
ous taste,  the  chateau  of  Aimaville, 
situated  on  a  knoll  in  a  commanding 
position,  and  thrueting  its  impudent 
pretenuouB  intD  notice  as  if  it  were  a 
work  of  high  refinement.  An  excur- 
sion to  the  Roman  aqueduct  of  Pont 
d'Ael  from  this,  would  well  repay  the 
toil.     (Sec  p.  307.) 

Sarra  is  about  ^  way  &om  AoBta 
to  Villeneave.  Between  these  places 
the  road  passes,  near  to  the  latter 
place,  through  St.  Pierre,  where  there 
IB  one  of  the  most  picturesque  cha- 
teaux in  the  valley.  Soon  after  leav- 
ing St.  Pierre,  a  fine  scene  is  pre- 
sented in  the  approach  to  Villeneuve, 
where  the  vast  rock  above  the  town 
is  seen  surmounted  by  the  Cbatel 
d' Argent,  and  beyond,  the  snowy  Alps 
at  the  head  of  the  Val  Savaranche. 
About  a  mile  from  St.  Pierre  the  road 
turns  towards  the  river,  which  it 
crosses  by  a  stone  bridge  to  reach  the 

Yilteneuve,  where  there  is  nothing 
(if  interest,  and  where  there  is  neither 


decent  inn  nor  car.  It  is  too  neat 
AoBta  to  induce  the  owners  to  make 
it  more  agreeable  in  the  h<^  of  de- 
taining travellers.  Near  to  Ville- 
neuve, the  valleys  of  the  Savaranche 
and  the  RhJoiea  open  almost  together 
from  the  S.  into  the  valley  of  the  Doire. 
Above  Villeneuve  the  valley  narrows 
and  becomes  ranch  more  wooded,  the 
walnut-trees  forming  in  some  places 
almost  a  forest,  especially  near 

Arvier,  about  4m.  above  Vil^nenve. 
Hero  the  vineyards  are  celebrated, 
every  slope  being  terraced  and  vines 
planted.  A  little  beyond  Arvier  ia 
the  dirty  narrow  vQlage  of 

Ivrogne.  Until  wi^in  a  few  years 
this  village  was  almost  a  barrier  to 
the  pasfli^  of  carriages  up  the  valley, 
from  the  steepness  and  narrowoesa  of 
its  principal  street.  Now,  however, 
this  is  altogether  avoided  ;  a  bridge 
is  made  over  the  torrent  of  the  Gri- 
sanche,  and  a  good  road  is  carried  be- 
hind the  town,  and  falls  into  the  old 
road  above  it,  where  this  enters  on 
the  road  cut  out  of  Fort  Roc,  which 
has  also  been  widened,  and  a  good 
road  is  now  carried  through  the  defile 
which  separates  what  is  considered 
a  distinction  in  Ihe  valley— the  Val 
d'Aosta  from  Ihe  valley  of  La  Salle. 
A  good  new  road  has  been  made  from 
Ivrogne  to  Pre  St  Didier  at  the  foot 
of  the  Little  S(-  Bernard. 

Here  the  road  rises  hundreds  of 
eet  above  the  bed  of  the  Doire,  which 
a  seen  foaming  below  through  its  re- 
'traincd  course;  and  from  the  summit 
if  this  pass,  Mont  Blanc  at  the  bead 
of  the  valley  closes  the  scene  with  its 
~iasses  as  a  munificent  barrier.  The 
lew  is  strikingly  beautifuL  The  road, 
carried  over  the  precipices, 
-      '■■■■   rifta  in 


}  places  deep  r 
'-     -    ir  Ihesi     ■ 


platforms  are  placed,  which,  being 
moved,  would  cut  off  all  communictt- 
this  road,  and  oblige  an  army 
!  a  considerable  detour  to  de- 
scend by  other  points  into  the  Val 
d'Aosta.  A  peep  over  the  parapet 
wall,  or  through  the  platforms  into 
the  depth  below,  excites  a  shudder. 

From  Fort  Roc  the  road  di 
rapidly  to  the  Doire,  which  it  c 
o  2 


sou 
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oa  a  wooden  bridge,  aod  thence  con- 
tinuea  on  the  L  bank  to  La  Salle.  Be- 
F6t«  arriving  at  tbia  village  a  Hoe  view 
of  Mont  Blanc  and  tbe  yalle;  is  pre- 
sented, as  the  road  passes  into  a  deep 
ravine  Co  cross  a  torrent  near  its  bead ; 
thence  winding  round  on  the  other  side 
of  this  ravine,  It  rapidly  descends  upon 

La  Salle,  a  dirty  narrow  viUage. 
where,  however,  tne  name  is  pre- 
■erred  of  the  ancient  people  of  this 
valley,  the  Salasai.  On  a  hill  near 
La  S^Ue  are  the  ruins  of  an  old  feudal 
Ciatle ;  there  are  many  traces  of  its 
high  antiquity  found  in  and  aboat  the 
TiU^e.  From  Ivrogne  to  La  Salle  is 
about  9  Bng.  m, ;  thence  to 

Moi^x  (/nn),  by  a  steep  and  ra^er 
narrow  road  is  abont  3  m.  The  Sar- 
dinian government  has  begun  to  form 


pass  of  the  Little  St.  Beraard — one  of 
the  most  important  benefits  which  tha 
gOTenuneat  could  confer  upon  its  sub- 
jects in  the  Val  d'Aosta  and  the  Ta- 

From  Moi^x,  the  road  np  tbe 
valley  is  better  than  that  between  La 
Salle  and  Merges,  and  at  tbe  distance 
of  a  league  a  branch  of  tbe  road  de- 
scends to  cross  the  Doire,  and  leads  to 
the  village  and  Batha  of  at.  Didier  (See 
Bte.  113).  Tor  the  general  scenery 
around,  and  especially  for  tbe  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  on  tht  spot,  St.  Didier 
seems  preferable  to  Cormayeur. 
Throudi  St.  Didier  the  road  to  the 
Little  St.  Bernard  passes,  and  aboat 
&  league  from  (he  branch  road  to  St. 
Didier  the  traveller  enters 

Cormayear.  Inns ;  I'Angelo,  best ; 
bat  DO  one  must  expect  first-rate  ac- 
commodation or  good  fare  in  a  situa- 
tion so  far  removed  from  the  resources 
required  for  such  an  establishment, 
which  must  ije  brought  from  the  lower 
TsUey,  or  even  the  plains.  This  inn 
■huts  at  theendof  Angast; — Victoria, 
poor ; — H.  Mont  Blanc,  J  wav  between 
Cormayeur  and  St.  Didier,  fair. 

Cormayeur,  though  considered  as 
the  head  of  the  Vol  d'Aosta,  is  in 
reality  in  the  Val  d'Entrdves  -,  it  is  a 
large  viUage  with  many  good  houses, 
Utualed  4211  ft  above  the  sea,  n«ar 
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the  confluence  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  Doire.  which  descend  from 
the  Col  du  Ferret  and  (he  Col  de  la 
Seigne,  at  the  foot  of  tbe  8.  side  of 
Mont  Blanc,  to  which  it  approximates 
so  nearly,  that  the  glaciers  and  snowy 
crests  oF  the  great  chain  appear  to 
bang  over  tlie  valley.  From  the  vil- 
lage the  sommit  of  Uont  Blanc  is 
concealed  by  the  Mont  DoUna,  bat 
half  an  bonr  s  walk  discloses  tbe  chain 
from  the  "  Monarch  "  t«  the  grand 
Jorasse.  That  part  of  the  chain  seen 
from  the  village  to  close  the  valley 
includes  the  remarkable  peak  of  the 
Gfant,  and  the  whole  course  of  the 
path  by  which  the  passage  may  be 
made  bj  Ote  Col  de  G^ant  to  Cha- 
mouny,  is  to  he  traced,  on  the  side 
of  Hedmont,  from  Cormayeur.  This 
excursion,  &l^uing  and  difficult,  is 
seldom  made.  Mrs.  Campbell,  how- 
ever, and  her  daughter,  EngUsh  la- 
dies, crossed  from  Chamouny  to  Cor- 
mayeur, in  company  with  a  doien 
guides,  in  the  summer  of  1S23  ;  an 
adventure  not  yet  foi^tten  in  the 
nei^bonrhood. 

At  Cormayeur  there  is  a  family  of 
guides,  5  brotbera,  named  Froment, 
all  highly  recommeuded  (especially 
Antoine)  ;  the  traveller,  however, 
must  not  expect  to  find  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  AJps  such  guides  as  those 
of  Chamouny  and  the  Oberland,  either 
for  general  intelligence  or  extensive 
topographical  knowledge  of  the  Alpine 


Cormaye 


-  is  much  resorted  t< 


lyenr 

by  invalids,  for  the  sake 
of  its  mineral  waters.  There  are 
different  springs  near  it ;  that  of  La 
Victoire  is  half  a  league  to  the  S.W. ; 
its  waters  are  impregnated  with  car- 
bonic acid  gas,  sulj^ate  of  magnesia, 
and  a  little  iron,  and  have  a  tempera- 
ture of  about  54.  Tbe  spi^g  of  Ia 
Marguerite  varies  a  little  in  the  pro- 
portions of  its  components,  but  its 
temperature  is  12  degrees  higher. 
The  Piedmontese  have  great  reliance 
on  the  salutary  effects  of  their  mineral 
springs,  and  in  their  resort  to  them 
bring  together  many  agrtmeta.  To 
them  the  traveller  to  the  head  of  the 
Val  d'AoMa,  and  the  tourist  arotmd 
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Moot  Blanc,  are  indebted  for  an  eaM- 
blishment  which  oHere  to  them  real 
ftnd  re^esbment,  and,  gienerH.ll j,  agree- 
able society,  after  (heir  journeys. 

The  eBtablishment  of  obars  at  Cor- 
majenr  is  excellmt.  A  tariff  fixes 
the  price  i  for  'Z  persons,  at  \2  &anc3; 
for  3,  at  15  francs  ;  and  for  i,  at  20 
francs,  for  their  conveyance  to  Aosta. 

From  Cormayeur  the  traveller 
^Ould  ascend  the  Crataont,  whose  lop 
he  may  reach  in  4  hrs.  from  Pre  St. 
Didier  (Rle.  114),  and  ehould  explore 
the  glaciers  of  the  Allee  Blanche. 
ProC.  Forbes  advisea  the  ascent  of  a 
monntain  which  rises  to  the  W.  of  the 
Col  de  Cberuit,  directly  above  the 
Allee  Blanche,  in  preference  to  (lie 
Cramont 

The  Mont  acae.—TbB  low  green 
bill  close  above  Connayeur,  round 
nbicb  the  path  to  the  Col  du  Ferret 
winds,  is  said  to  command  the  finest 
near  view  of  Mont  Blanc,  finer  than 
that  from  the  Cruncwt,  though,  bein^ 
lower,  it  is  less  panoramic 

5  rout«fl  diverge  from  this  :  1,  to 
AoBta  ;  2,  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard  ; 
8,  the  Little  Si.  Bernard  ;  4,  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne  to  Chamonny ;  5,  the  Col 
du  Fenet  to  Martigny. 

ROUTE  108. 
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Diatanne  6  or  9  hours'  walk  U>  the 
Hospice  ;  about  7  h.  thence  to  Aosta. 

At  U^rtignv  (Rte.  59)  chars  are 
generally  hired  for  this  excursioa,  to 
take  the  traveller  as  far  as  Uddes,  or 
to  the  first  pasturages  above  it^a 
practicable  cbar  road  having  been 
completed  so  fer.— 1850.  Thence  the 
accent  to  the  hospice  is  made  on 
mules,  the  road  beyond  being  im- 
practicable, at  present,  for  any  sort  of 
cMTiage  ;  but  the  spirit  of  the  Val- 
laisans,  nhich  has  already  made  the 
difficnltiea  of  the  forest  of  St.  Pierre 
to  subside,  wUl,  if  |iossible.  overcome 
this  obstacle  ;  and  if  they  be  encou- 
raged by  the  Sardinian  govemment 


lay  yet  see  a  good  practicable 
road  curied  to  the  nospice  of 


the  Great  St  Bernard,  and  there  are 
great  facihties  for  completing  the  road 
between  the  Hospice  and  St.  Kcmy. 
It  is  therefore  by  no  means  imprfr, 
bable  that  the  road  may  be  made 
practicable  for  chars  in  a  few  years. 

The  road  passes  through  the  Bourg- 
Martigny,  and  shortly  after  crosses 
the  Drance.  The  bed  of  this  river 
stilt  exhibits,  in  the  rocks  and  stones 
with  which  it  is  strewn,  evidence 
of  the  devastation  occasioned  in  1818, 
by  the  bursting  of  a  lake  in  the  valley 
ofBagnes.     See  Bte.  109. 

After  crossing  to  lie  L  bank  of  the 
Drance,  the  road  leaves  the  path  to 
the  Forclaz,  wliich  leads  to  Chamonny, 
on  the  rt.  and  continues  up  the  course 
of  the  Drance  to  the  miserable  vil- 
lages of  Valelte  and  Bouvemier. 
Soun  after  the  river  is  recroased,  and 
the  road  condnues  on  its  rt.  bank  in 
the  deep  valley  of  the  Drance.  In 
one  part  the  defile  is  so  narrow  that 
it  was  found  necessary  to  cut  a  gal- 
lery through  the  rock ;  beyond  it,  the 
road  soon  after  recrosees  the  river, 
and  ascends  on  the  L  bank  to 

3  h.  20  m.,  St.  Branchier,   another 

dirty  village  situated  at  the  confluence 

of  the  two  branches  of  (be  Drance, 

id  at  the  foot  of  the  ML  Catogne. 

Above    St.    Branchier    there    are 

me  fine  scenes  in  Che  Vat  d'Entre- 

ont,  but  none  strikingly  grand  ;  it 

baa  the  general  character  of  an  Alpine 

valley,  and  nothing  that  deserves  to 

be  particularly  remembered. 

1  Orsl^rea.  Inns  :  Couronne  ;  Ijon. 
Here  the  path  which  leads  to  Issert 
and  the  Val  de  Ferret  turns  ofF  on 
"lert.    ("Kte.  110.) 

Beyond    Orsidres  the  scenery  be- 
comes rather  more  wild.     The  torrent 
can  seldom  be  seen  in  the  deep  gorge 
conrse,  but  there 
nothing  striking  in    the    scenery 


until  the  traveller  arrives  in  the  forest 

of  St.  Kerre. 

lb.   10  m. 

Liddes  (7rm  .- 

rUnion, 

comfortable). 

Lidd4  ^d"^ 
rancs,  and  for 

for  a  char  to 

each  mule  Iron 

■rally  12 
Liadea 

to  the  hospice 

S  francs,  and  a 

^94 
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Between  LiddeB  and  St.  Rem  chars 
are  seldran  takeo,  not  that  the  rood  ia 
impncticable,  but  it  is,  at  present, 
»ef y  liable  to  be  broken  up. 

1  h.  8t.  Pierre  is  b  dirty,  wretched 
village,  bat  it  has  fragmenlj  and  in- 
icriptions  enough  to  support  aome 
elnima  to  antiquity.  A  military  co- 
lumn, dedicated  to  the  younger  Con- 
BtoDtine,  is  placed  here. 

On  leaTing    St.   Pierre    tbe   road 


Taller  below.    The  road  to  the  hos- 

Sice  leaves  on  the  L  a  torrent  which 
eecends  from  the  Val  Orsey,  in  which 
there  is,  not  tar  ft^m  SL  Pierre,  a 
magnificent  cascade. 

e  road  formo-ly  led  through  the 
'  -'  "■  "- ' --*■"  »mong 

■no  toriQoas  tnai  Napole<»i's  diiE- 
CultleB  in  Cranaporting  hia  artillery 
were  here,  perhaps,  tbe  greatest  (hat 
he  encountered  from  natural  obstacles 
daring  bis  eJttraordinsry  enpedicion 
in  1800  across  these  Alps.  Lately 
the  spirited  Vallaisans  have  cut  an 
excellent  road  along  the  precipices 
which  overhang  the  deep  course  of  the 
Drance,  avoiding  the  sleep  rises  and 
falls  of  the  old  road,  and  leading  the 
traveller  by  a  safe  path,  which  their 
daring  engineers  have  cut  ont  of  the 
rock,  throue-h  a  savage  and  appdEng 
defile. 

On  leaving  the  forest,  and  rising 
to  where  the  pines  and  larches  are 
stunted  from  their  elevation  above  tbe 
level  of  the  sea,  the  traveller  arrives 
at  some  pasturages  where  there  are 
f  chUi 


lany  chalets.     I'he 

if  the  Mont  Velan  appears  to  forbid 
ftirther  progress:  some  of  its  fine 
glaciers,  partlculaHy  that  of  Menou, 
stream  down  into  the  plain  of  Frou, 
where,  amidst  the  shelter  of  surround- 
ing mountains,  numerons  herds  gather 
the  rich  herbage  of  this  Alpine  pas- 

On  rising  above  this  basin,  the  path 
enters  another  defile,  and  beyond  it 
another  summer  pasturage,  steep  and 


Al  length,  after  crossing  some  beds  of 
snow,  U>e  solitary  walls  of  the 

aHoaFKB  appeu",  and  the  traveller 
es,  on  the  very  crest  of  the  pass, 
this  dwelling  in  the  (donds,  8200 
Ei^lish  feet  above  tbe  sen  level. 

Here,  in  the  practice  of  the  most 
disinterested  benevolence,  lives  this 
community  of  Rel^ieia,  who  deTOte 
the  best  time  of  their  life,  when  man 
is  most  susceptible  of  his  powers  for 
its  enjoyment,  to  the  senice  of  their 
ftllow-men;  those  whose  pursuits 
oblige  tbem  to  trarerse  (heae  dreary 
fields  in  seasons  of  danger,  when,  with' 
one  such  aid  and  protection,  hnndreds 

The  Hospice  is  a  nnutsire  ttona 
building,  weU  adapted  to  its  perilona 
situation,  which  is  oo  the  very  ni^kest 
point  of  the  pass,  where  it  is  exposed 
to  tremendous  storms  trtxa  the  N.E. 
and  S.W.  On  the  N.W.  it  is  sheltered 
by  the  Mont  Chenelletai,  asd  in  an 
opposite  direction  by  the  Mont  Mort. 
There  is  no  moont^m  which  bears  the 
name  of  the  8t.  Bernard,  Like  that 
of  the  St.  Oothard,  the  name  is  only 
given  to  the  pass.  The  chief  building- 
is  capable  of  accommodating  TO  or  80 
travellers  witb  beds ;  300  may  be  shel- 
tered; and  between  500  and  600  have 
received  assistance  in  ime  day.  Be- 
sides this,  there  is  a  house  near  the 
hospice  on  the  other  side  of  the  way; 
it  was  built  as  a  place  ofrefuge  m 
ease  of  fire — an  event  which  has  twice 
happened  here  since  the  foundation  nf 
the  estabtiahment.  It  bears  the  name 
of  the  H&tel  de  St.  Lonis,  which  was 
compliment  to  the  kings  of 

hosfHce.    It  is  chiefly 
used  for  ofilces,  and  to  accommodate 


fc?c 


extended  to  the  h<: 
used  for  o 
tbe  ladies. 


commodation  in  bed-rooms  has  been 
added.  The  gronnd-floor  consists  of 
stabling,  store-room  for  wood,  fodder, 
tee.  A  flight  of  steps  leads  op  to  the 
principal  entrance  in  the  first  floor  of 
the  building,  where  a  long  corridor 
connects  the  offices,  &c.  with  Hie 
chapeL  Another  corridor  mi  tbe  floor 
above  leads  to  the  domiitories,  the 
refectory,  the  gHlIery  of  tbe  ohwpel, 
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they  wonld  hare  paid  fi 


allien 


&C.  The  Draanng  Boom,  Bppropriated 
to  the  reception  of  strangers,  espe- 
cially ladies,  ia  entered  from  the  stairs 
between  the  two  corridors.  Here 
brethren    do    the    honours    to   their 

The  Claemdier  (or  Bursv),  the 
commisMiry  of  the  catabUshment,  is 
the  brother  who  usually  presides  at 
the  hours  of  12  and  6,  dinner  and 
Gentlemen  dine  or  sup  with 
le  monks  in  their  refectory. 

The  room  appropriated  to  vieitora 
Es  lai^  imd  coDvenieDt;  it  ia  hang 
with  many  drawings  aod  prints,  pre- 
sents gent  by  travellers  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  kind  attentions  which 
they  had  received  from  the  brethren.  A 

Eiano  was  among  the  presents  thus  sent 
J  a  lady.  Attached  to  this  room  is  a 
catnnet,  in  which  a  day,  unfavourable 
for  oat-door  enjoyment,  may  be  passed 
mth  interest  and  pleasure.  It  con- 
t^ns  collections  of  the  plants,  insects, 
Bnd  minerals  of  the  Alps,  and  many 
relics  of  the  Tempie  dedicated  to  Jn- 
piler,  which  formerly  stood  on  this 
pass,  near  to  the  site  of  the  hospice. 
These  antiquities  consist  of  votive 
tablets,  and  figures,  in  bronze,  and 
other  metals,  ajid  materials,  arms, 
coins,  Ik„  and  are  curiously  Ulos- 
tmtive  of  the  early  worship  on  this 
moontain,  and  the  intercourse  esta- 
blished over  this  |«sa.  No  trace 
whatever  now  remams  of  the  temple, 
tboD^  these  relics  are  found  upon 
what  is  known  to  have  been  its  site. 
Steps  eat  in  the  rock  may  jet  be  seen, 
nhibh  led  up  to  the  spot  upon  which 
the  temple  stood. 

The  Chapel  of  i 
rally  well  attend 
Festas,  when  the  weather  is  not 
Toarable,  by  the  peasants  from  the 
neighbooriiig  valleys  and  Alp  pas- 
tures. It  contains  a  monument  to 
General  Dessais.  who  fell  at  Uarengo, 
ftfter  having  contributed  munly  to 
that  victory:  it  was  erected  to  bia 
memory  by  Napoleon. 

In  the  chapel  there  is  a  box,  where 
donations  in  aid  of  tbe  fiinds  of  the 
estabUshment  are  pnt,  and  travellers 
who  receive  ita  honnlalities  oCfer  their 


,   Then 


,uey 


ought  t 


by  those  who  can  afford  it, 
e  in  a  more  liberal  degree, 
tKna,unc  Luat  excess  aids  the  monks  to 
extend  their  assistance  to  poor  and 
destitute  travellers,  a  very  numerous 
class  of  claimanta  upon  them,  from  the 
great  intercourse  which  exists  by  this 
pass  between  Switzerland  and  luly. 

There  are  usually  10  or  12  bretluen 
here.  They  are  all  yoimg  men,  who 
enter  npon  this  devoted  service  at  IS. 
The  severities  of  the  weather  in  the 
winter,  at  this  height,  often  impair 
their  health,  and  they  are  driven  to 
retire  to  a  lower  and  more  genial 
clime,  with  broken  oonstilutions  and 
ruined  health.  Even  in  the  summer 
it  has  happened  that  the  ice  has  never 
melted  in  the  lake  on  the  suramil,  and 
in  some  years  not  a.  week  has  passed 
without  snow  falling.  This  occurred 
in  1816.  It  always  freezes  early  in 
tbe  morning,  even  in  iJie  he^bt  of 
summer,  and  the  hospice  is  rardy  four 
months  clear  of  deep  snow.  Around 
the  building  it  averages  T  or  8  feet; 
and  the  drifts  sometimes  rest  against 
it,  and  accumulate  to  the  height  of  40 
feel.  The  severest  cold  recorded  was 
29°  below  zero  of  Fahrenheit;  it  has 
often  been  observed  at  18°  and  W  be- 
low. The  greatest  heat  has  been 
68°  in  the  height  of  summer. 

The  perilous  passage  of  this  moua- 
t^n  is  more  frequently  undertaken 
in  the  winter  than  is  generally  ima^ 
gined;  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the 
necessity  or  urgency  of  affairs  which 
can  lead  persons  at  such  a  season 
to  traverse  these  dreary  and  dangerous 
solitudes  in  defiance  of  the  snows, 
tourmentea,  and  avalanches,  which 
always  threaten  and  often  overwhelm 

To  assist  travellers,  amidst  the 
perils  to  which  they  are  here  ex- 
posed, is  the  duty  to  which  tbe  kind 
brethren  of  the  boepice  and  their 
assislanls  devote  themselves.  Undis- 
mayed by  the  storm,  they  seek  amidst 
these  dangers  the  exhausted  or  over- 
whelmed traveller,  carrying  to  him 
food  and  cordials.  They  are  generally 
aooompanied  bj  their  Dagt,  tnlmafs 
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of  peculiar  Mgacity  for  this  >er»ice. 
These  do  not  roam  alaae,  m  generally 
represented,  but  are  useful  oit^tanions 
to  the  brethren  or  their  assistants, 
tracing  out  the  victim  buried  in  the 
snow,  across  snow-heaps  too  light  to 
bear  the  we^hC  of  a  man — recorer- 
ing  by  their  instinct  the  path  wheo 
to  human  sense  the  direction  of  the 
hospice  is  lost  amidst  the  darkness 
or  the  snow-whirL  There  are  usu- 
ally 5  or  6  of  these  noble  animals 
kept  at  (be  hospice.  The  breed  ori- 
ginally came  irom  Spain.  Kewfound- 
Lind  dogs  are  found  to  answer,  and 
are  employed  on  some  of  the  passes. 
Their  sense  of  smell  is  snob  that  it  is 
affirmed  they  can  perceive  the  ap- 
proach of  a  traveller  at  the  distance 
of  a  leacne,  The  duties  of  the  Bro- 
therhood of  St.  Bernard  and  their 
servants  sometimes  lead  them  into 
fatal  danger.  On  the  nth  of  Dec, 
1325,  a  part;  of  3  domestics  of 
the  convent,  or  Marroniers — one  of 
them  was  Victor,  a  worthy  man, 
well  remembered  by  Alpine  travel- 
lers— went  out  wilh  2  <u^,  on  the 
side  of  the  Vacherie,  to  search  at  a 
dangerous  time  for  travellers.  They 
met  one  with  whom  they  were  re- 
turaing  to  the  convent,  when  an  ava- 
lanche overwhelmed  them,  and  all 
perished,  except  one  of  the  dogs, 
whose  prodigious  strength  and  ac- 
tivity enabled  it  to  escape.  The 
bodies  of  poor  Victor  and  his  com- 
panions were  found  only  after  the 
melting  of  the  snow  In  the  following 
sulnmer.  Nov,  12,  1&45,  tJie  Clavsn- 
dier  and  3  servants  were  buried  be- 
neath an  enormous  avalanche  from 
the  Uont  Mort,  which  covered  Ihem 
15  ft.  deep,  and  all  perished. 

"  There  is  one  scene  of  melancholy 
interest  nsually  visited  on  the  St. 
Bernard — the  Morgue,  or  receptacle 
for  the  dead.  It  is  a  low  buildi 
few  yards  !tom  the  £.  extremii 
(he  convent,  where  the  bodies  o 
unfortunate  victims  to  storms 
avalanches  in  these  monntaius  have 
been  placed.  They  have  generally 
been  found  frozen,  and  put  mlo  this 
horrid  receptacle  in  the  posture  in 
which   they    perished.      Here  many 


have  '  dried  Dp  and  withered,'  and 
on  some  even  the  clothes  have  re- 
maned after  Id  years  j  others  pres^kt 
a  horrid  aspect,  some  of  the  bones  of 
Ihe  head  being  blanched  and  exposed, 
whilst  black  integuments  slill  attach 
to  narts  c^  the  lace.  Among  the  vic- 
were  a  mother  and  child.  The 
lassed  freely  through  tiie  grated 
windows,  without  bcarii^  to  the  nos- 
trils of  the  observer  the  tcul  evidence 
transition  throu);^  this  dreadful 
place.  From  (he  rapid  evaporation 
'  this  height,  tJie  bodies  had  dried 
ithout  (he  usual  decay.  In  a  walled 
enclosure  on  one  side  <^  the  moi^e 
was  a  great  accumulation  of  bones, 
white,  broken,  and  apparently  the 
gathering  of  centuries.  Upon  this 
rocky  and  ^zen  scul  they  could  not 
bury  the  dead,  and,  probably,  as  they 
dry  up  without  uflence,  they  are  placed 
here  for  the  chance  of  recognition." — 
J^assea  of  the  Atpa. 

The  system  of  purveyance  for  the 
hospital  seems  to  be  well  regulated. 
Supplies  come  from  Aosta  and  the 
neighbouring  villages.  Their  winter 
store  of  hay  fiir  their  cows  is  so  valu- 
able that  the  mules  which  ascend 
from  either  side  with  travellers  gene- 
rally bring  their  own  hay,  or  supply 
themselves  from  a  render  established 
in  the  convent,  at  a  higher  rate  than 
below.  Wood  fur  firing  is  one  of  the 
most  import&nt  necessaries  to  them. 
Not  a  stick  grows  within  2  leagues,  and 
all  the  fuel  supplied  to  the  convent 
is  brought  from  the  forest  which  b^ 
longs  to  it  in  the  Val  de  Ferret,  a 
distance  of  nearly  i  lesgues.  The 
consumption  of  wood  at  the  convent 
ia  considerable,  for,  at  (he  great  ele- 
vation of  the  hospice,  water  boila  at 
about  190  degrees,  which  ia  so  mnch 
leas  (avourable  for  the  cooking  of 
meat  than  at  212  degrees,  that  it  re- 
quires 5  hrs.  to  effect  that  which,  at  a 
less  elevation,  mar  be  done  in  3  hrs. 
They  have  adopted  stoves  (or  warming 
the  convent  with  hot  air. 

Visitors  universally  acknowledge  (he 
kind  and  courteous  attention  whidi 
(hey  receive  from  those  excellent  men, 
partkcularly  a(  table.  The^  are  freely 
oommunioativfl  about  iImh  eitablish- 
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ment,  and  conTersatioD  h%a  ni 
straint,  but  ia  the  respect  nhich  Iheir 
chanustera  demand.  The  lui| 
used  hy  them  ie  French,  thoagh 
•re  Italians  end  Germoni  among 
them.  They  are  well  informed  upon 
most  subjects,  and  incelligeat  upoi 
those  in  which  their  utuatiotl  nai 
been  favourable  to  their  acquiring  in- 
formation. The  periodical  works  of 
some  academic  bodies  and  insdtu 
are  sent  to  tbem,  and  they  ha 
small  librarj',  which  is  chiefly  theo 
k^caL  During  their  short  summers, 
their  inlereourse  with  well-informed 
CniTellers  is  extensive,  which  ia  shown 
in  {he  DBtnes  and  notices  left  by  tra- 
Tellers  in  the  albums  preserved  care- 
fully by  the  brethren  at  the  hospice. 
This  mlercourae  ^res  to  their  in- 
quiries a  propriety,'and  an  apparent 
interest  in  the  afbirs  of  the  world. 

A  report  had  prevailed  that  the 
funds  of  the  convent  had  sufTered 
much  upon  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  who 
had  especially  patronised  the  esta- 
hlishmenL  In  reply  U>  inquiries  upon 
this  subject,  the  prior  answered  mat 
their  funds  were  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition \  that  Buonaparte  rather  im- 
poverished than  enriched  them.  It 
was  true  that  he  had  assisted  tbem 
with  donations,  but  his  claims  upon 
their  funds  had  exceeded  his  benefits^ 


iO,000  had  passed  in  one  season,  and 
all  these  bad  been  assisted.  Their 
funds,  he  said,  irom  the  facilities 
which  peace  gave  to  travelling,  were 
now  increasing,  because  visitors  to 
the  convent,  who  can  afford  it,  are 
usually  donors. 

The  monks  are  of  the  order  of 
SL  Au^stine,  and  the  distinguish- 
ing badge  of  that  order  is  a  while 
slit  band  passed  round  the  oecli, 
the  ends  before  and  behind  being 
tacked  into  the  girdle.  The  dress 
is  a  black  cloth  robe,  which  reaches 
nearly  to  the  ankle,  buttoned  from 
Xap  to  bottom ;  a  black  conical  cap, 
with  a  tuft  at  the  top,  completes  a 
costume  which  is  gentlemuily  and 
becoming. 
Travellers  who  wish  to  stay  at  the 


boapice  for  s  few  days,  must  obtain 

the  leave  of  the  principoL  It  is 
understood  that  theol^ectof  the  esta- 
bhahment  is  only  to  assist  the  passing 
traveller  )  but  a  stay  of  some  ia,jn  for 
scienlifio  research,  or  excursion  m  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  is  readily 
acceded  to. 

"  The  monks  have  a  deep  cellar 
where  they  keep  their  wine,  &c.  Un- 
frozen, although  tbe  thermometor 
often  descends  to  20°  of  Eeaumnr,  or 
13°  of  our  scale.  ^Vesh  meat  ia  easily 
procured  in  the  summer  from  the 
valleys,  bnl  for  winter  they  lay  up  a 
Btore  of  salted  and  pressed  meat.  Tney 
also  keep  a  number  of  cows  to  supply 
them  with  milk,  butter,  and  cheese. 
One  only  is  kept  up  at  (he  hospice 
during  the  winter  :  the  rest  are  sent 
to  Martigny,  and  their  produce  car- 
ried up  in  the  solidform.  The  monka 
are  alao  obliged  to  keep  45  horses  all 
the  year,  in  order  to  use  them  for 
conveying  wood  to  the  hospice  from 
a  forest  'A  leagues  off.  This  employ- 
ment lasts  for  i  months  during  sum- 
mer, hence  ^e  wood  must  be  t>y  1^ 
lie  most  expensive  article.  Travel- 
lers are  passing  every  day  during  the 
winter,  notwithstanding  the  pei^  of 
such  a  pass  at  such  times.  These 
persons,  when  they  arrive  at  a  certain 
house  not  far  from  the  summit,  are 
]  wait  till  the  fuUowing 
when  a  servant  and  a  dog 
om  the  top  to  this  kind  M 
refuge,  and  take  up  all  the  persons 
assembled,  the  servant  being  conducted 
by  the  Aog,  who,  it  appears,  never 
misses  his  way,  b^^  entirely  hidden, 


The    monk    e 


s  that   i 


the 


about  their  going  out  searching 
for  lost  travellers,  and  the  dogs  car- 
rying wine,  are  false  in  toto,  and  the 
proof  is,  that  such  proceeding  ia  im- 
possible, for  as  great  difficulty  exists 
to  the  monks  going  about  as  to  the 
travellers.)  This  labour  of  the  dogs 
great,  that  their  life  never  ex- 
I  9  years,  owing  to  attacks  of 
sm,  which  is  the  haneoflioth 
dog  and  man  up  here.  The  infirm 
iroUy  killed.  If  the  fbet 
o  3 
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of  the  persons  are  found  froien,  th^ 
■Te  immediately  mbbed  stroDglj  with 
8now  or  with  a  itimnlating  ointment. 
If  Deithcr  succeed,  the  mortified  part 
is  immediately  amputated  by  one  of 
the  monks,  who  studies  medicine  a 
little.  If  necesaary,  stockingB,  ftc  ate 
riTen  to  the  poor.  No  dead  body  haa 
been  left  unclMmed  for  two  yearB  past, 
BO  that  there  was  no  addition  to  the 
raorgoe.  He  snow  is  generally  30 
ft.  deep  in  mnter.  The  dogs  at  pre- 
sent (June  20,  1840)  at  Oie  hospice 
are  5.  Tradition  reports  that  they  are 
a  cross  between  the  Newfoondland 
.  and  the  Pyrenean.  In  the  year  1823, 
all  the  dogs  and  3  serraots  (aeot  on 
this  occasion  together  —  an  nnuanal 
occonrence)  were  destroyed  by  an 
aralanche.  Luckily  the  monks  had 
recently  giien  away  a  couple  of  does, 
which  were  returned  to  them,  or  the 
breed  would  hare  been  lost.     10  ser- 

mer,  of  whom  2  descend  daily  to  the 
refuges  to  bring  up  travellers,  from 
the  month  of  October  to  the  end  of 
April,  the  time  of  oonrse  varying  ac- 
cording to  the  season.  Few  of  the 
monks  are  able  to  stand  the  climate 
tor  more  than  15  years  ;  but  there  is 
no  staled  time  for  which  they  devote 
themselves  ;  each  stays  as  long  as  he 
is  able,  being  allowed  30  days  recre- 
ation— 15  at  a  time — at  a  subsidiary 
house  at  Martigny,  where  also  they 
descend  when  no  longer  able  to  live  at 


fasted  with  9  monks.  Service  is  per- 
formed in  the  chapel  at  ii  A.u.  in 
Hummer,  and  5  in  winter,  and  at  8  p.m. 
an  the  year  round. 

"  The  times  at  which  the  poor  tra- 
vellers pass  in  greatest  numbera  dur- 
ing the  winter,  are  in  November,  Fe- 
bruary, March,  and  April.  Aa  many 
aa  2000  per  month  will  pass  in  Febru- 
ary and  March,  because  the  poor  in- 
habitants of  the  valleys  are  then  going 
out  to  seek  work  ;  in  November  they 
come  home  with  money  in  their 
pockets."— S.  W.  J.  M.  In  the  course 
of  1814,  19,000  travellers  passed  over 


bosfnce  kiohing  towards  Italy  is  sterile 
and  dreaiT  ;  patebes  of  snow  are  seen 
on  the  sides  of  the  mountains,  which 
sweep  down  to  the  lake  ;  sod  the  Pan 
(fe  Sucre,  a  pinnaded  monntain  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Vacberio,  with  its 
rocks  and  snows,  adds  to  its  wildness 
and  desolation. 

"  A  column  opposite  to  the  middle 
of  the  water  marks  the  boundary  of 
Hedmont  and  the  Tallais  ;  above  and 


&om  which  a  Roman  road  led  down 
on  the  Piedmontese  side  of  the  pass. 
This  road  may  be  easily  traced  in  the 
hewn  rock,  and  the  rr — ■ '  " 


.    a  vestige 
above    the 


of   the     temple 

■*  The  period  of  the  fimiidation  of 
this  Temple  of  Jnpiter  is  unknown  ; 
but  many  of  the  bnioize  votive  tablets, 
which  have  been  found  in  its  rains, 
appear  to  be  of  great  antiquity  ;  they 
were  placed  in  the  temple  and  on  the 
altars  by  travellers,   in  gratitude  Sot 


a   eratit 
their 


"The  scene  &om  th«  W.  end  of  the 


to  Jupiter,  some  to  the  god  Penninns. 
This  difference  probably  arose  ft^nn 
the  nation  of  the  devotee  ;  for  when 
the  Romans  became  acquainted  with 
this  pass,  the  worship  of  Jupiter  for 
that  of  Penninns  was  a  change  only  in 
name,  and  Penninns  was  preserved 
with  that  of  Jupiter  long  after  the 
Romans  had  extended  their  conqnests 
beyond  these  Alps.  The  religion,  if 
not  the  temple,  had  long-  been  eetab- 
lisbed  upon  these  heights  ;  from  the 
fragments,  however,  which  have  been 
found  of  the  temple,  it  appears  to  have 
been  a  Roman  work  of  a  time  pro- 
bably not  earlier  than  that  of  Augus- 
tus. The  period  of  the  substitution  of 
a  military  column  for  the  statue  of 
Jupiter,  under  the  younger  Conatan- 
tine,  in  the  year  339,  was  probably  not 
that  of  the  deatraction  of  the  temple  ; 
for  medals  of  the  children  of  Theodo- 
sius,  50  years  later,  have  been  finuMJ 

Cuhgllc  Chunb,  u  avay  Innlter  lu  Pmom, 
lail,  wd  CiLthiUc  Sniueiluid  Buy  biva  bo. 
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crane 

Chretien  de  Loges,  in  hU  "£uats 
Siatcriques  sut  It  Moat  SI.  Btnard," 
that  it  was  deeCrojed  b/  the  Hung  ami 
ViutdaJs  dnrin^  tnoir  raiages  f  for  it 
was  not  in  existence  wfaen  the  Xjom- 
barda  passed  the  Aips  in'  574. 

Thenameof  thiBnioiintus,ornitber 
of  this  ra^je  of  the  Ptimiat  Alps,  ii 
generally  admitted  to  be  of  Cdtjo 
origin,  from  pan  or  penii,  a  height 
(tMB  term  i»  elill  preserred  in  Corn- 
vall  and  Wales,  aa  Pendennia,  Pett- 
inaenmawr),  and  not  from  the  Pceni, 
who  crossed  the  Alps  with  HanoibaL 
The  tenitoriea  of  the  Yeragri  extended 
to  the  BDmmit  of  this  pass,  which  was 
the  barrier  between  ihem  and  the  Sa- 
lassi,  a  people  of  the  Val  d'Aosto.  On 
this  mountain,  Xjivy  states  that  the 
Veragri  wOTHhippedagodof  the  Alps, 
PenninaB,  or  Jupiter  Penntnui,  BJid 
one  of  the  earliest  names  ibr  this  pas- 
sage of  the  Alps  was  Mona  Jovia,  or 
Mods  Jovis  Fennijias  ;  this  was  eal- 
lioised  into  Mont  Joux,  by  whit^  it 
w>s  generally  known  before  it  ac- 
quired that  of  Sc  Bernard. 

"  The  hrst  foundation  of  the  hoB- 

lice  has  been  attriboted  by  some  to 

loisle  Debonnaire,  by  others  Xa  Char- 

lemasne,  whose  uncle  Bernard,  an  ille- 

-"*■--'-  son  of  Charles  Martel,  led  a 

of  the  inTading  armj  of  Char- 
lemagne over  the  Great  St  Ber- 
nard when  he  went  to  attack  Lom- 
bardy.  The  present  name  of  the  pass, 
Sausaare  supposes,  might  have  been 
derived  from  this  iSemard ;  but  there 
vas  another  of  the  name,  an  illegiti- 
mate son  of  Pepin,  to  whom  Charle- 
uagne  left  the  kingdom  of  Italv.  To 
bim  may  rather  be  attributed  the  ori- 
ginal establiahment  of  the  hospice, 
from  the  interest  which  he  would  have 
in  preaening  the  cominuni 
"— '   ' —  this  paasa ' 

_  _t  have  gii  .  ..  _  . 

i  historical  evidence  that  a 
monaster;  existed  on  the  Great  St. 
Bernard  before  the  year  851  :  Simler 
mentions,  that  Uartmann,  abbe  and  al- 
moner of  Mont  Jous,  who  was  made 
at  that  time  bishop  of  Lausanne,  had 
been  chief  of  the  monaaterr.  De  Bi- 
n  eaiher  abb£  of 


t 


this  convent,  Vultgare,  in 
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632 1  and  the 
lat  Lothaire, 
the  seoond  king  of  Lorraine,  in  859, 
made  a  treaty  with  his  brother,  the 
emperor  Louis  II.,  by  which  he 
ceded  to  him  Geneva,  Lausanne, 
and  Sion,  bat  reserved  puiJcularly 
L'Sotpitai  de  St.  Benard,  which 
}Hwes,  says  Sanasure,  the  impi^tance 
of  this  paasage,  and  the  name  which 
it  bore.  But  its  history  at  this  pe- 
riod is  obscure,  liecauee  in  the  ye«I 
390  it  was  dfivasled  by  Amand, 
who  destroyed  the  monuments  and 

"  The  present  hospice  was  fbnnded 
in  962,  by  Bernard,  who  was  bom  of 
a  noble  ^nily  of  Savoy,  at  the  cha- 
teau of  Uenlhon,  on  the  lake  of  An- 
necy.  A  determination  at  an  early 
age  to  devote  himself  to  an  ecclesias- 
tical lije  induced  him  to  desert  his 
borne  and  go  to  Aosta,  of  which  i^ty 
be  afMrwards  became  archdeactm.  A 
coincidoice  of  bis  name  with  that  of 
the  monastery  probably  influenoed 
his  determination  to  re-establish  the 
hospice  on  Moat  Jonz,  of  which  be 
became  the  chief.  He  founded  at 
nearly  the  same  dme  the  hospice  oo 
the  Little  St.  Bernard,  and  gave  to 
them  the  name,  and  placed  them 
under  the  protection  of  bis  favourile 
saint,  Nicolas  de  Myra,  as  Inlelary 
patron  of  these  establishments.  By 
agrees  the  name  of  the  devotee  was 
joined  to  that  of  the  saint,  and  aAer 
the  canonisation  of  Bernard,  hia 
name  superseded  that  of  all  others, 
and  has  oonlinned  attached  to  the 
hospice  since  1123.  The  attempt  of 
Conatantine  to  destroy  the  worahip 
of  Jupiter  had  not  entireiy  succeeded ; 
but  St  Bernard  rooted  out  the  re- 
mains of  paganism,  and  founded  an 
eetablishmeni  for  active  benevolence, 
to  which    thousands  have  been   in- 


i,  after  h 


lYing 


governed  the  convent  npwards  of 
years.     For  some  time  after  the  deain 
of  St  Bernard,  the  hospice  was  e&- 

Eoeed  to  Sequent  outrages  from  bar- 
ariana  who  traversed  the  monntains ; 
and  its  records  of  the  11th  century 
m-esent  a  soccession  of  calamities. 
The  Sancena  oremui  the  country. 
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o  the  Alp- 
ilkjS)  the  monastery  of  Moot 
Joux  was  burnt,  and  its  riuiu  became 
a  staUon  of  brigands,  who  plundered 
or  eiLaoted  an  exorbitant  payment 
from  all  passengers  through  a.  buriec 
which  thej  est^lisbed  at  the  south- 
west extremity  of  the  lake.  The 
Normans  having  determined  to  expel 
these  marauderH,  broke  down  the  UiT- 
riers  and  killed  the  euard.  Still  out- 
ragea  continued;  aiM  Canute,  liin§;j>f 
England  and  Denmark,  among  others, 
complained  to  the  pope  and  the  em- 
peror of  the  horrors  and  violence 
committed  in  the  Alps  upon  his  sub- 
jeoti  going  on  pilgrimages  to  Borne, 
who  Mldom  ventured  to  traverse  these 
mountains  unless  in  companies  of  400 
or  5iXl.  His  oomplainta  were  re- 
garded; the  tolls  of  the  passage  were 
abolished;  and  Canute  iii  conse- 
qneoce  wrote  to  his  bishops  snd  pre- 
lates, informing  them  that  he  bad 
secured  the  sa&ty  of  the  pilgrims  in 
the  route  of  the  Pennine  Alps.  The 
brigands  were  driven  out,  good  order 
succeeded  to  outn^e,  and  the  convent 
was  re-established. 

"  Id  the  oonlasta  of  the  emperor 
Frederic  Barbarossa  with  pope  Alex- 
ander III.,  and  Humbert,  count  of 
Maurienne,  diplomas  of  protection 
were  given  by  them  to  the  convent, 
'""  '^"  security  of 

ilonafiag  to  I 

9  of  the  very  few  obji 
which  emperors,  sovereign  pontiffs, 
and  other  distinguished  ^rsons,  dis- 
puted the  glory  of  fostencg  and  pro- 
tecting a  foundation  so  important  to 
humanity.  It  soon  acquired  great 
celebrity  and  opulence.  As  ea^y  as 
1177,  it  had,  in  various  dioceses,  88 
benefioea,  in  priories,  cures,  chateaux, 
and  farms;  it  bad  lands  in  Sicily,  in 
Flanders,  and  in  Koj^Iand.  its  cli- 
max of  riches  and  importance  was 
in  1480,  when  it  possessed  98  cures 
alone.  Subsequently,  however,  the 
Beformatiou,  political  changes  in  the 
states,  loss  of  distant  property,  dis- 

Ctes  with  the  popes,  with  the  neigh- 
uring  slates,  and  with  each  other, 
drove  the  monks  of  St.  Bernard  to 
.seek  even  eleemosynary 
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The  very  land  upon  which  their  noUe 
duties  are  performed  has  been  the 
sul^ect  of  disputes  between  the  n^gh- 
bouring  slates.  Sardinia  claimed  It 
as  within  a  frontier  extending  to  the 
bridge  of  Nudri,  on  the  northern 
aide ;  but  the  Vallaisans  established  » 
claim  to  it  as  within  the  diocese  of 
Sion,  by  bolts  of  the  pt^tea  frotn 
Leo  IX.  to  Benoit  XIV,  The  hos- 
pice, therefore,  stands  within  the 
canton  of  the  VaUaia;  but  its  autho- 
rity extends  only  to  the  middle  of  the 
lake,  on  the  borders  of  which  a  co- 
luom  ia  Qxed  as  a  line  of  demarcation ; 
and  the  excellent  brethren  of  St. 
Bernard  had  not  only  all  their  p 
perty  within  the  state  of  S 
taken  from  them,  but  they  w 


turage  of  the  Vacherie.  Very  little 
property  in  land  still  belongs  to  the 
hospice;  a  Tineyard  at  Clarens,  and 
a  farm  at  Roche,  in  the   Pays   de 


impostors,  who 
t  agents  at  the 


Aosta,  the  path  skirts 
the  lake,  and  passes  between  it  and 
the  Plain  de  Jupit«r.  A  little  be- 
yond the  end  of  the  lake,  after  passing 
through  a  short  defile,  the  scene  opeiu 
towarda  Italy,  into  the  vast  basm  of 
the  Vacberie,  where  the  cows  of  the 
convent  are  pastured.  The  road  turns 
abruptly  to  the  richt,  and  sweeps 
round  Uie  basin  to  descend  graiduallj 
to  theplain  below. 

The  view  on  first  locating  out  upon 
the  Vacberie,  &om  the  gorge  in  the 
Mont  Mort,  is  very  fine,  the  moun- 
tains on  the  opposite  side  beii^  sub- 
lime in  form  ^id  elevation :  the  most 
striking  in  the  scene  is  the  Pain  dt 
Siicre,  celebrated  by  Saussure. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  Vacberie, 
the  path  winds  dovm  by  a  aeries  of 
zigzags,  and  thence  the  descent  ia 
rapid   to  St,   'Remj,  a  dreary  little 
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Tillage,  but  where  there  is  now  a 
very  fair  Ian.  Hera  relum  chars  to 
Aoata  maj  generally  be  obtaioed  for 
10  fraaca.  Travellera  who  leave  Aoata 
to  visit  the  hospice,  in  a  char  for  St. 
Remj,  uid  intend  to  reCom,  cuua  it 
to  wait  for  them  there  for  four  or  six 
hours,  and  pay  20  Iranca  for  the  ohar 
for  the  day,  with  a.  buooa-mano  to  the 
postilion.  But  it  generally  happens 
that  the  traveller  crOBMS  the  moun- 
tain, in  which  case  he  pays  from  12 
to  14  francs  for  the  char,  and  the 
pOHtiliona  wait  till  the  evening  for 
customers  descending  from  the  Qrest 
St  Bernard,  and  It  Is  seldom  that 
thej  are  disappointed  in  a  fare. 

From  St.  Bemy  the  road  descends, 
with  little  interest  in  the  scenery,  lo 
St  Oyen,  where  the  paasports  are  ei- 
aioinedu  These  require  great  regu- 
larity, or  the  permission  to  pass  is 
withheld.  Beyond  St  Oyen,  at  Etroa- 
bles,  where  the  Piedmontese  custom- 
house is  placed,  an  examination  of 
baggage  takes  place.    The  Piedmont- 


At  Etroublea,  the  St  Bernard 
branch  of  the  Butter  is  crossed,  and 
the  road  descends  to  the  village  of 
Gienod,  where  the  vegetadflli  beeins 
to  luxuriate,  and  the  Italian  side  of 
the  mountain  is  felt  and  seen.  Here 
there  is  a  fine  peep  into  the  Val  I'el- 
lina.  From  Gignod  to  the  city  of 
Aosta,  the  richness  of  the  sceuer^y  is 
constanlly  increasing.  Trellised  vmes 
and  Indian  com  mark  the  approach 
to  the  Val  d' Aosta  I  and  the  first 
view  of  the  city  and  the  valley,  in  the 
descent  from  the  St  Bernard,  where 
the  background  is  filled  with  the  mag- 
nificat forma  and  snowy  summits  of 
the  mountains  above  the  V al  deCogne, 


Aosta,  p.  it 
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CHARMONTAHE,  THE   COL    DES   rEIl£- 

(Two  Days.) 

From  St  Branchier  (Kt&  108^  a 
good  mule-track  leads  up  the  valley 
of  Bagnes,  which  is  very  fertile,  to 
Lourtier,  passing  through  many  vil- 
lages, especi^ly  those  of  Chable  and 
Morgues.  The  vaLey  is  narrow, 
abounding  in  goi^es,  and  oftisring 
many  fine  scenes  to  the  pencil  of  the 
traveller.  Above  Lourtier,  the  last 
village  in  the  valley,  this  character 
becomes  more  striking,  and  the  pass 
increases  in  dlEBculty  to  Pont  do 
Mauvoiain,  a  lofty  stone -arched 
bridge,  by  which  you  pass  from  the 
rt  to  the  L  bank  of  the  Drance,  ad< 
joining  a  small  hamlet,  not  far  below 
the  glaciers  of  Ctetroa.  The  descent 
of  these  glaciers  from  the  Mont  Flea- 
reur  was  the  cause  of  the  interruption 
of  the  waters  of  the  Drance,  which 
ibrmed  a  lake  and  burst  its  bounds  in 
15S5,  carrying  off  in  its  destructive 
course  more  than  140  persons  from 
the  valley,  besides  houses  and  cattle. 
A  more  recent  inundation,  that  of 
1818,  frcon  a  similar  cause,  has  left 
fearjU  traces  of  its  overwhelming 
power.  Among  the  boulders  brought 
down  by  that  event,  is  one  which 
contains  above  14UU  sq.  ft;  and  the 
height  which  the  waters  then  at- 
tained is  yet  distinctly  marked  where 
the  land,  then  covered,  is  even  now 
desolate. 

"  Vast  blocks  of  stone,"  says 
Brockedon,  in  hia  '  Excursions  in  the 
Alps,'  ^^  which  were  driven  and  de- 
pouted  there  by  the  fiirce  of  the 
waters,  now  strew  the  valley ;  and 
sand  and  pebbles  present  an  arid  sur- 
face where  rich  pasturages  were  seen 
before  the  catastrophe.  The  quantity 
and  violence  of  the  water  suddenly 
disengaged,  and  the  velocity  of  Its 
descent,  presented  a  force  which  the 
mind  may  calculate,  but  cannot  con- 
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vriten  has  been  merely  to  descnbe 
the  catastrophe,  and  the  eKt«nt  of  its 
injuriesi  bat  in  reading  the  account 
of  M.  Eschar  de  IJnth,  pnblished  in 
the  Bit.  Pnw,  d)  Sbh^m,  Sci  rt  Arts, 
torn.  viii.  p.  291,  J  was  most  tbreiblf 
atmok  with  the  unparalleied  heroiaiD 
of  the  brave  men  who  endearoured  to 
arert  tile  eril,  by  opening  a  chaonel 
for  the  waters,  whieh  had,  bj  their 
■ccnmolatioii,  became  a  source  of 
tenor  to    tbe    inhabitant*  of  these 

iag  of  leiS  tbe  people 
~    " '    " became 


"  In  the  spring  o 

of    the   TsUey    of „___     

alarmed  on  otoerrii^  the  low  Btate  of 
the  waters  of  the  Drnnce,  at  a,  lesBOD 
when  the  melting  of  the  snows  nan- 
ally  enlarged  the  torrent;  and  this 
■buTn  was  increased  by  the  records  of 
similar  appearances  before  the  dread- 
fiil  inundation  of  IMS,  which  waa 
then  occasioned  hy  the  aecmnnlatioa 
of  the  waters  behind  the  debris  of  a 
glacier  that  formed  a  dam,  which  re- 
muned  imtjl  the  pressure  of  the  water 
burst  the  dike,  and  it  nuhed  throngb 
ttie  valley,  leaving  desolation  ia  Its 

"  In  Apnl,  1818,  some  persons 
went  up  the  valley  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  the  deficiency  of  water,  and 
they  discovered  that  vast  masses  of 
tbe  glaciers  of  Getroi,  and  avalanches 
of  snow,  bod  fallen  into  a  narrow  part 
of  the  valley,  between  Mont  Plearenr 
and  Afont  Hauvoisiii,  and  formed  a 
dike  of  ice  and  snow  600  ft.  wide 
and  400  ft.  high,  on  a  base  of  3000  fL, 
behind  which  the  waters  of  the 
Drance  had  accmnulat«d,  and  formed 
a  lake  above  7000  ft.  long.  M.  Ve- 
netz,  tbe  ei^neer  of  the  Vsllais,  was 
consulted,  and  be  immediately  de- 
cided upon  cutting  a  gallery  through 
this  barrier  of  ice,  6U  ft  above  the 
level  of  the  water  at  the  time  of  com- 
meucing,  and  where  the  dike  was  BOO 
ft.  thick!  He  cakulated  upon  making 
a  tunnel  through  this  mass  befm-e  the 
water  should  haye  risen  60  ft,  higher 
in  the  lake.  On  the  lOlh  of  May  the 
work  vras  begun  by  gangs  of  50  men, 
who  relieved  each  other,  and  worked, 
without  intermission,  day  and  nigbt, 
with  inoonceiTable  courage  and  per- 


neither  deterred  by  the 
daily  occurring  danger  from  the  fall- 
ing of  fresh  masses  of  the  glacier,  nor 
hy  the  rapid  increase  of  the  water  in 
the  lake,  which  rose  62  ft.  iu  34  days 
—on  an  average  nearly  2  ft  each 
day;  but  it  once  rose  5  ft.  in  one  daj, 
and  threatened  each  moment  to  bunt 
the  dike  by  its  increasing  pressnie; 


proceed  wil 


rTtion 
their 


than  the  men  could  procc 
work,  render  their  ^brts  aounive,  oy 
rising  above  them.  Sometimes  dread* 
fhl  noises  were  heard,  as  the  pressure 
of  the  wat«T  detached  masses  of  ice 
from  tbe  bottom,  which,  floating,  pre- 
sented so  much  of  their  bulk  abore 
the  water  as  led  to  tbe  belief  that 
some  of  them  were  TO  ft  thick.  The 
men  persevered  in  their  fbarfiil  duty 
without  any  serious  accident,  and 
thon^  sulnring  severely  from  cold 
and  wet,  and  surrounded  by  dangera 
which  cannot  be  justly  describe^  by 
tbe  4th  of  June  they  bad  accompli^M 
an  opening  600  ft.  long;  but  having 
begun  their  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
dike  at  the  same  time,  tbe  place  where 
XI  have  met  was  20  ft. 
side  of  the  lake  than  on 
VTBS  fortunate  that  lat- 
•ase  of  the  perpendicular 
water  was  less,  ovrmg  to 
surface.  Iley 
level  the  highest  side  M 
the  tunnel,  and  completed  it  j  ust  be- 
fore the  water  reached  them.  On  tile 
evening  of  the  1 3th  tbe  water  began 
to  flow.  At  first  the  opening  was  not 
large  enough  to  carry  off  the  supplies 
of  water  vvhich  the  lake  received,  and 
it  rose  2  ft.  above  the  tnnnel;  but  this 
soon  enlarged  from  tbe  action  of  the 
water,  as  it  melted  the  floor  of  the 
gallery,  and  the  tomnit  rushed 
through.  In  32  hrs.  the  lake  sunk 
10  fi,  and  during  the  fbllowing  24 
hrs.  SO  ft.  more;  in  a  few  days  it  would 
have  been  emptied;  fbr  the  floor 
melting,  and  being  driven  off  as  tbe 
wat«r  escaped,  kept  itself  below  tbe 
level  of  the  water  within ;  but  the 
cataract  which  issued  from  the  gal- 
lery melted,  and  broke  up  also  a  large 
portion  of  the  base  of  the  dike  which 
bad  served  as  ita  bottMsat  its  reoist- 
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ince  decreased  faster  than  the  prea- 
aure  of  the  lake  legsened,  and  at  i 
o'clock  in  the  ■fternoon  of  the  IStli  of 
June  the  dike  buret,  and  in  half  an 
hour  the  water  eecaped  throagh  Ihi 
breach,  and  left  the  lokt 


n-had 


been  800,000,000  of  cubic 
fbet;  the  tunnel,  before  the  dismptioa, 
had  carried  ofF  nearly  330,000,000— 
Escher  aajra,  270,000,000;  bat  he 
neglected  to  add  60,000,000  which 
flowed  into  the  lake  in  3  days.  In 
half  an  hour,  530,000,000  cubic  ft. 
of  water  pawed  through  the  breach, 
or  300,000  ft  per  tecooA;  -which 
is  5  times  greater  in  quantity  (han 
the  waters  of  the  Bhine  at  Basle, 
where  it  is  1300  Enslish  ft  wide. 
In  one  hour  and  a  half  the  water 
reached  Martigny,  a  distance  of  8 
leagues.  Through  the  first  70,000 
ft  it  passed  with  the  velocity  of 
S3  ft.  per  second  —  four  or  fire 
times  ftjiter  than  the  most  rapid 
river  known ;  yet  it  was  charged  with 
ice,  rocks,  earth,  trees,  honses,  cattle, 
and  men;  34  persons  were  lost,  400 
oottages  swept  away,  and  tbn  da- 
ma^  done  in  the  2  hrs.  of  its  deso- 
lating power  exceeded  a  million  of 
Swiss  hires.  All  the  people  of  the 
valley  had  been  cautioool  agsinat  the 
danger  of  a  sudden  irruption;  yet  it 
was  fktal  to  so  many.  Alt  the  bridges 
in  its  course  were  swept  away,  and 
among  them  the  brid^  of  Uauvoisin, 
which  was  elevated  eo  feet  above  the 
ordinary  height  of  the  DrsJice.  If 
the  dike  had  remained  untouched,  and 
it  could  have  endured  the  pressure 
until  the  lake  had  reached  the  level 
of  its  top,  a  volume  of  1,700,000,000 
cubic  f^t  of  water  would  have  been 
accumulated  there,  and  a  devastation 
much  more  fatal  and  extensive  must 
have  been  the  consequence.  From 
this  greater  danger  the  people  of  the 
valley  of  the  Braoce  were  preserved 
by  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  the 
brave  men  who  e^cted  the  formation 
of  the  gallery  in  the  dike,  under  the 
direction  of  H.  Veuetz.  I  know  no 
instance  on  record  of  courage  equal 
to  this ;  their  risk  of  life  was  not  for 
fame  (n"  for  riches — they  had  Mot  the 
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DBual  excitements  to  personal  risk  in 
a  world's  applause  or  gazetted  promo- 
tion,—their  devoted  coun^  was  to 
save  the  lives  and  properly  of  their 
fellow-mea,  not  to  destroy  them. 
They  steadily  and  heroicallj  perse- 
vered in  their  labours,  amidst  duigers 
such  as  a  field  of  battle  never  pre- 
sented, and  from  which  some  of  the 
bravest  brutes  that  ever  lived  would 
have  shrunk  in  dismay.  These  trulr 
brave  Vallaisans  deserve  all  honourP* 
Bnt  the  sluU  of  M.  Veneti  was  not 
limitad  in  its  application  to  emptying 
the  lake ;  his  abilities  have  been  pro- 
perly directed  to  the  prevention  of 
such  another  catastrophe,  for  the  lia- 

Not  one-twentieth  part  of  the  ice 
which  formed  the  barrier  had  been 
removed  when  the  dike  burst  and 
fresh  masses  were  still  falling  from 
Mont  Pieureur  and  Moot  Mauroisin, 
the  mountains  of  which  the  bases 
formed  the  buttresses  to  the  dike ;  in 
tact  the  dike  was  again  accumulating 
so  rapidly,  that  at  l^e  end  of  1819  the 
barrier  was  almost  as  complete  a«  be- 
fore its  bursting,  ^m  the  pressure  of 
the  lake. 

It  became,  therefore,  an  important 
object  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
former  catastrophe,  by  the  adoption 
of  such  means  as  would  prevent  or  at 
least  diminish,  the  increase  of  the 
barrier.  Blasting  by  gnnpowder  waa 
found  impractic^le,  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  firing  the  powder  at  consi- 
derable depths  in  the  ice,  and  from 
the  comparatively  small  masses  re- 
moved bf  this  means.  After  much 
consideration  and  many  trials,  h  mode 
has  been  adopted  and  put  in  execu- 
tion by  M.  Venetz,  which  promises 
the  greatest  success. 

"  M.  Veneta  had  remarked  that  the 
glacier  could  not  support  itself  where 
the  river  was  of  a  certain  iridth,  bat 
Ml  into  it  and  was  dissolved ;  whereas, 
where  the  river  was  comparatively 
narrow,  the  ice  and  snow  formed  a 
vault  over  it  and  consequently  tended 
to  the  preservation  of  any  portion 
tilling  ftvra  the  glacier  above.  Per- 
ceiving also  the  effect  of  the  river  in 
dissolving  the  part  it  came  in  contact 
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with,  he  formed  and  executed  &t  de- 
sign of  bringing  the  Btreuns  of  the 
Deighbouring  mounUuns  bj  a  canal  to 
Mauvoiain,  oppoBJle  the  lugheat  part 
of  the  glacier  where  it  touched  that 
mountain.  From  hence  it  was  con- 
ducted b;  wooden  troughs  on  to  the 
glacier  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
Tallay.  The  water  wag  divided  into 
two  streams;  one  falling  nearly  on 
the  one  edge  of  the  Drance,  and  the 
other  on  the  other ;  ajid  having  been 
warmed  b;  the  son  in  its  course,  soon 
mit  very  deep  chumels  in  the  ice. 
When  thej  reached  the  river  Che 
troughs  were  remoied  a  few  feet,  and 
thus  the  stream  produced  the  effect  of 
a  saw,  which,  dividing  the  ice,  forced 
the  portion  between  Uiem  to  fall  into 
theDrance. 

"  When  the  weather  is  fine,  these 
streams,  which  are  not  more  than  4 
or  5  inches  in  diameter,  act  with  ex- 
traordinary power,  piercing  a  hole 
300  feet  deep  and  6  fieet  in  diameter 
in  24  hours.  They  are  calculated  to 
remove  100,000  cubical  feet  of  ice 
from  the  barrier  daily,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  if  the  weather  is  fine 
the  whole  wiU  be  removed  in  three 

"  At  the  end  of  the  season  of  1B22, 
the  Drance  remained  covered  only  for 
a  length  of  480  feet;  whereas,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  operation,  it 
was  covered  over  a  length  of  1350 
feet.  M.  Venetz  estimates  the  quan- 
tity of  ice  removed  in  1822  as  tietween 
11  and  12  millions  of  cubical  teet." — 
Bib.  Unic.  zxiL  58. 

"The  main  glacier  of  Getroa  lies 
huh  up  amidst  the  defiles  of  Mont 
fkureur,  and  is  not  visible  from  the 
path  along  the  opposite  side  of  the 
valley.  The  glacier  which  did  the 
mischief,  now  reduced  in  size,  resem- 
bles a  moss  of  unmelted  snow,  lying 
in  the  depths  of  the  defile,  and  in 
reality  consists  of  ttagmenta  which 
have  fallen  tmm  the  upper  glacier 
over  a  cliff  of  enormous  hei^t,  at 
whose  edge  it  terminates.  The  defile 
is  so  narrow  ibat  these  dirty  fallen 
fragments  still  partially  bar  the  course 
of  the  river,  and  must  continue  to 
choke  the  outlet  until  a  tunnel  be 


fbrmed  for  the  passage  of  the  water 

beneath  them." — See  Foriet. 

The  path  now  lies  across  the  bed 
of  the  glacier-liJce,  whose  bursting 
did  so  much  mischief:  4  hours'  walk 
&om  Chablei  H  honr  further  lie  the 
chalets  of  Torembec,  above  Getroi, 
which  can  be  reached  in  good  time  in 
one  day  from  Martigny;  and  those 
who  wish  to  cross  the  glaciers  of 
Charmontane  can  sleep  there,  and, 
sdu-ting  early  the  next  morning,  pnah 
on  to  the  extremity  of  the  ruley, 
cross  two  glaciers,  and  attain  the  sum- 
mit of  the  pass  of  the  Col  des  FenS- 
tres  in  time  to  reach  Aosta  on  the 
following  day. 

The  aacent  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
voUey,  crossing  to  the  L  rank  of  the 
Dranoe,  presents  scenes  of  greater 
grandeur  than  any  below.  As  the 
valley  turns  to  the  S.1L  several  gla- 
ciers come  into  sight,  and  that  of 
Burand,  descending  on  the  rL  from 
the  Uont  Combein,  stretches  over 
across  the  Drance.  It  requires  to  be 
traversed  in  order  to  reach  the  pas- 
tures, on  which  stand  the  chUets  of 
Charmontane,  on  the  W.  of  the  valley, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  AvriL  Hence 
there  is  a  magnificent  view  over  the 
glacier  of  Channontane,  a  sea  of  ice 
nearly  unexplored. 

Professor  Forbes  did  not  descend 
to  the  chalets,  bat  keeping  high  up  on 
the  flanks  of  Mont  Avril,  skirting  the 
glacier,  mounted  by  a  tedious  but  not 
difficult  ascent,  to  the 

Col  des  Fenftrea,  4  hrs.,  9213  feet 
above  the  sea-level  Calvin  fled  by 
this  pass  fK)m  Aosta  in  1&41, 

"  The  view  towards  Italy  is  won- 
derfully striking.  The  mountains  (of 
Cogne)  beyond  Aosta,  and  the  glaciers 
of  Builor,  are  spread  ont  in  Uie  dis- 
tance, and  beneath  we  have  the  ex- 
ceeding deep  valley  of  Ollomont,  com- 
municating with  the  Val  PeBine, 
which  is  itself  a  tributary  of  the  Val 
d'Aosta.  It  is  enclosed  by  ridges  of 
the  most  fantastic  and  savage  gran- 
deur, which  descend  from  the  moun- 
tains on  either  side  of  the  Col  on  the 
S-Eu  &om  Mont  Combein,  rising  to  a 
height  of  14,200  ft,  and  on  the  S.K 
from    Mont   GeUe,   11,000  ft.  high, 
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Thia  U  Dot  the  only  pass  bj  the  Val 
Pellina  ocroas  the  gn&t  chain.  An- 
other ia  practicable,  though  difficult 
and  dangerous,  bv  the  Col  de  Collon 
(10,333  ft.  high,  Bte.  61,  p.  ISU), 
which  lies  between  the  chiletB  of  Pre- 
myen,  in  the  Val  Pellins,  and  St. 
HBTthelemy,  above  Evolena  io  the 
Val  d'Herens,  or  Eringerlhal,  which 
opens  into  the  Vollais,  near  Sion.  An- 
other pass,  at  the  head  of  ibe  Val 
Pellina,  leads  from  I«Tomea  to  Val 
Tournanche  and  the  Va]  d'Aosta, 

The  oonrse  from  the  Col  des  Fene- 
trea  lo  Val  Pellina  ia  to  skirt  the  base 
of  the  peatj  ridges  of  Mont  Gelee, 
passing  a  small  lake  by  a  rapid  de- 
scent, and  reaching  the  pastures.  The 
descent  is  long  and  fatigoing  to 
Balme,  the  first  hamlet,  and  to  Ollo- 

aqneduet  built  bj  the  Romana  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  Augusta  Pnetoria. 
Thence  the  road  descends  through 
the  village  of  Val  Pellina,  and  still 
lower  that  of  Hognianl,  near  to  where 
ihe  Buttier  is  crossed,  and  the  path 
leads  into  the  city  of 
AOSTA.    (Kle.  107,  p.  2B9.) 

EOUTE  110. 
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inlerestUig  than  that  by  the  Grand 
St.  Bernard  and  Aosta."— F.  The 
valley  on  the  Swiss  side,  as  well  as 
that  on  the  Piedmontese  side,  is  called 
Val  Ferret.  The  latter  is  a  conUuua- 
tion  of  the  All^e  Blanche. 

At  Orsi^rea,  in  the  Val  d-Entre- 
mont  (Rie.  IDS},  a  path  turns  off 
on  the  rt,  enters  an  agreeable  val- 
ley, and  continues  on  the  banks  of 
an  Alpine  river,  and,  after  pursuing  a 
tolerable  road  to  Issert,  the  principal 
village  in  the  Val  de  Ferret,  3  bn. 
distant  from  Martignv,  ascends  ra- 
^dly  towards  the  higher  hamlets  of 
mie  Fort  and  Branche.   Them 


tains  whioh  bound  the  vaUej  to- 
wards the  W.  are  lofty,  and  crowned 
with  the  northern  extremity  of  those 
vast  glaciers  of  the  chain  of  Mont 
Blanc,  which,  divided  on  the  crest, 
descend  towards  the  Val  de  Ferret,  aa 
the  glaciers  of  Salens,  Fortalet,  and 
Neuve  ;  and  on  the  other  side,  towards 
the  W.,  form  the  glaciera  de  Trient, 
du  Tour,  and  d'Argenti^re. 

There  is  nothing,  however,  remark- 
" "" ' "        the   scenery  of  the   Val  de 


The 
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cession  of  rather  flat  divisions  of  the 
valley,  from  the  Tsaert  to  the  ChUets 
de  Folie,  distant  2  hrs.  On  the  rt, 
the  short  transversal  valleys,  or  rather 
crues,  in  the  side  of  the  mountains, 
are  the  channels  for  these  glaciers. 

Above  the   Chalets  de  Folie,   the 
usual  path  to  the  Col  de  Ferret  leads 

-p  through  the  f"-" '  " ■- - 

le  detritus  of  » 


to  these 

chilele  the  two  paths  separate — that 
on  ^e  1.  leading  over  the  Col  de  la 
Fenftre  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  that 
on  the  rt.  to  the  Col  de  Ferret. 

Instead,  however,  of  ascending  by 
Ferret  and  the  Chilets  of  Banderai, 
the  guides  now  lake  a  shorter  path 
directly  up  the  pastorsges  on  the 
rt,  above  the  Granges  of  Folie ; 
but,  without  a  guide,  this  may  lead 
into  scenes  of  oan^r,  towards  the 
deep  ernes  and  preciptC«B  which  (brm 
the  eastern  side  of  die  great  chain  of 
Mont  Blanc  —  scenes  of  impressive 
grandeur,  from  their  vastuesa  and 
utter  sterility. 

The  ascent  by  the  shorter  path  is 
very  steep  and  fadguing  to  the  Col 
de  Ferret ;  but  the  view  when  near 
the  summit  well  repays  for  the  trouble 
of  attaining  it,  the  time  required 
from  the  Chalet  de  Folie  being  about 
2  hrs. 


From  the  ascent,  the  whole  Val  de 
Ferret  is  seen,  botmded  on  either  aide 
by  lofty  mountains,  and  the  distance 
is  limited  only  by  Uie  Bernese  Alps. 

The  woods  and  pasturages  of  part 
of  the  Va]  de  Ferret  belong  to  the 
Convent  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard, 
ftnd  at  this  dist«nc«  frnto  the  hospice 
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(4  or  5  le&gnei)  tbe  brelhreo  obtain 
■11  their  wood  and  some  bay,  nhich  is 
conveyed  to  them  bj  mules  orer  the 
Col  des  Fen^trcg. 

From  the  crest  of  the  Col  de  Ferret, 
the  Tien  alone  the  8.E.  aide  of  Mont 
Blane,  towards  Piedmont,  ia  one  of 
the  scenes  celebrated  by  Sauasnre. 
The  eve  is  carried  through  the  Tal 
d'Entr'^ves  and  tbe  Allee  Blanche 
to  the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  an  extern 
of  30  m.  Numerous  glaciers  are 
seen  on  tbe  rt,  streaming  down  into 
the  Talley  from  the  great  glaciers  of 
Mont  Blanc  i  but  the  "  Monarch  " 
himself  is  not  seen — the  enormous 
masses  of  the  Grand  Jorasse  and  the 
Oeant  conceal  him  in  this  riew. 

The  descent  is  orer  a  soft  alatj  soil. 
Id  which  the  tracks  of  sheep  and  cat- 
tle ha«e  cut  deep  trenches,  in  which, 
if  a  man  stand,  he  is  half  concealed. 
10  min.  below  the  Col  a  cross  is 
placed  on  the  edge  of  a  predpice 
which  the  path  passes.  It  serves  to 
guide  the  course  of  the  ascending  tra- 
TelJer,   though  from   below  it  seems 


a  thread  of  si&i 

An  boor  and  a  half  of  fatigning 
descent  brines  the  traveller  to  the 
Chalets  of  A-e  de  Bar,  famed  for 
being  the  dirtiest  in  Piedmont. 

Near  Pre  de  Bar  the  vast  glacier 
of  Triolet  sweeps  down  from  the 
crest  which  divides  this  glacier  from 
the  masses,  which,  on  the  other  side, 
form  the  glacier  of  TaMfre.  Below 
the  glacier  of  Triolet,  the  road  de- 
scend by  a  most  fatigning  path, 
amidst  rocks  and  atones  and  bushes, 
presenting  a  scene  of  Alpine  desola- 
tion. The  valley  is  very  narrow,  and 
each  rift  on  the  moontsin  aide  towards 
Mont  Blanc  has  its  glacier  hanging 
down  from  the  summit.  Not  less 
than  7  distinct  glaciers  are  passed 
in  the  course  of  this  valley  before 
reaching  the  village  of  Bntr^vea,  near 
to  Cormayeur.      These    chiefly  de- 

Snd  from  the  masses  which  fbrm  the 
rand  Jorasse,  and   the  remarkable 
peak  of  Che  GeanL    A  fcw  miNrable 


villages  in  the  Tal  d'Entr^veg  are 
passed.  Thehigheat  ia  S^ion  ;  tbose 
below  are  Fr^-sec  and  I^m-paiuier. 
More  than  half  the  length  of  the  val- 


digious  mass  opens  to  the  view,  the 
tmxt  is  overwhelming.  The  ru^ed- 
ness  of  tbe  descent  u  increasM^  b^ 
passing  over  the  debris  of  a  mountain 
(M  beneath  tbe  G^ant.  This  passed, 
tbe  river,  which  descends  through  tbe 
Val  d'Entrfeves,  is  crossed,  tbe  village 
of  Entrdves  is  left  on  the  rt,  ai^ 
winding  along  a  path  by  the  side  of 
the  mountain,  you  reach 
Cormayeur  (Bte.  107). 

ROUTE  111. 

AOBTA  TO  PONTE  IS  TAL  d'oBOA,  BY 
COOSE,  PEHiTKG  DE  OOONE,  THE 
COL      VE      REALE,       AND       THE       TAL 

SOAHHA  (3  days). 

From  Aosta  (Rte.  107,  p.  289)  a 
mad  leads  directly  down  to  the  river 
Doire,  which  is  crossed  on  a  wooden 
bridge,  and  a  path  ascends  on  the 
rt.  bank  through  the  rich  plain  of 
the  valley,  and  through  the  villages 
of  Oreasaa  and  Joveneau  to  Aima- 
ville,  about  Ij  li 
the  most  fantasd 
taste  iu  building  spoils 
finest  sites  in   tbe   valley.      A  kooU 


cockney  attempt  to  deoorale  a  garden 
with  a  castle.  At  Aimaville  there 
formerly  eiisted  an  ancient  pagan 
temple,  which  was  sDcceeded  by  an 
establishment  of  knights  Templars; 
and  within  the  present  queer  structure 
is  an  ancient  armoury  of  the  barons 
of  Aimaville.  It  is  now  inhibited  by 
tbe  Contessa  di  Kocca. 

From  the  ch&leau  the  ascent  is 
steep  to  Ae  hamlet  of  St.  Martin. 
The  view  from  the  crest  above  ii  is 
perhaps  the  finest  in  the  Val  d'Aosta, 
m  the  richness  of  lis  plain,  studded 
with  villas  and  chftteaax.  The  city  is 
seen  as  in  a  glorious  frame,  and  be- 
yond it,  towards  the  great  chun,  the 
peaks  of  the  Monte  Bom  close  this 
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ttDmatched  scene  of  the  beautifol  &nd 
munificent  in  nature. 

On  turning  the  brow  of  the  moun- 
tain which  forms  the  sonthern  aide  of 
the  entrance  to  the  Val  de  Cogne,  a 
path  at  an  eleration  of  at  least  lOOD  ft. 
above  the  torrent  of  the  Cogne  leads 
iaUi  the  vallej.  Boon  after  losing 
sight  of  Aosta,  deep  in  the  valley  be- 
neath the  path,  the  topa  of  the  cot- 
tafes  of  Pont  d'Ael  are  seen  clustered 
with  a  f^w  trees,  and  near  it  a  white 
line  which  crosses  the  rsvine.  This 
is  well  worth  an  examination,  and  a 
path  leads  down  to  thia  remarkable 
village,  where  the  line  crossing  the 
gnlf  will  he  (bnnd  to  be  an  ancient 
aqnednct.  which  now  serres  as  a  road. 
This  is  one  of  the  moat  remarkable  of 
the  Soman  atmclnres  remaining  in 
the  Val  d'Aoata,  from  the  times  of 
the  empire.  It  ia  raised  nearlj  400  ft. 
above  the  torrent,  which  it  crosses  by 
a  single  arch  ;  Immediately  above  the 
arch,  and  under  the  present  road, 
is  the  ancient  gallery,  which  is  lit 
through  slits  in  the  wall.  The  eallei^ 
is  ISO  fl.  long,  14ft.  high,  and  3  ft. 
wide.  The  vanlt  ia  compoaed  of  the 
slabs  which  formed  the  bed  of  the 
ancient  waterconrse.  The  gallery  ia 
entered  hj  arched  ports  at  either  end; 
there  are  two,  one  on  the  upper  aide, 
at  the  village  of  Pont  d'Ael,  and  at 
the  other  end  the  port  opens  down 
the  lalley.  This  smgular  work  is 
in  perfectly  aound  condition,  thoagh 
bnilt,  as  a  still  legible  and  even  aharp 
inscription  indicates,  by  Caius  Aimus 
and  hia  son,  of  Padna.  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  Augustus.  This  in- 
scription is  inaccessible  ;  it  is  placed 
on  a  tablet  just  over  the  arch  on  the 
lower  side  towards  the  valley  of 
Aosta.  Though  it  cannot  be  reached, 
to  which  fact  it  pnAably  owes  its  pre- 
■'     ,  yet  it  can  be  readily  read 


ing  is  the  inscription 


The  distance  from  Ansta  to  Pont 
d^Ael  by  the  route  described  ia  nearly 
3  hours  walk. 

Travellers  in  the  Val  d' Aosta  ahonld 
not  fial  to  visit  this  interesting  work 
of  antiquity,  which  ia  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation where  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
that  any  benefit  could  ever  have  ansen 
commensurate  with  the  expense  of  the 
structure.  The  surronndjng  scenery 
is  very  grand. 

In  ascendii^  the  valley  of  Cogne, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  retrace  one's 
steps  to  regain  the  path  high  upon  the 
mountain  aide.  A  ahorter  cut  from 
Pont  d'Ael  leads  to  it ;  the  valley  for 
a  long  way  above  Pont  d'Ael  is  a 
fearful  ravine,  utterly  impracticsible  in 
its  depth,  which,  except  at  two  or 
three  points,  is  equally  impervious  to 
the  eye.  In  some  places  Che  narrow 
path  on  the  edge  of  the  precipices, 
wretchedly  guarded  by  poles  and 
trees,  which  a  child  might  throw  over, 
is  so  obviously  dangerous,  that  none 
but  a  practised  mountain  traveller 
oonld  pass  some  places  without  a 
shudder.  Opposite  to  one  spot,  where 
the  path  turns  suddenly  into  a  deep 
rift  or  cnie  in  the  mountain  side,  is  a 
slide,  down  which  trees  cut  in  the 
forest  above  are  discharged,  for  the 
chance  of  the  torrent  bringing  them 
down  to  the  Val  d' Aosta.  Tiot  one 
in  ten  escapes  being  broken  into  splin- 
ters !  these,  however,  serve  for  the 
usines  and  fbundries  for  working  the 
iron  raised  in  the  Vol  de  C<^ne,  and 
which  is  celebrated  in  Redment. 

The  dilficulties  of  constructing  a 
road  by  which  the  productions  of  the 
valley  could  be  brought  down,  ore 
obvious  on  observing  its  precipitoas 
character.  The  valley,  however,  opens 
a  little  near  some  nsines,  and  trom 
where  the  river  is  crossed  to  its  1. 
bank,  a  tolerable  road  leads  to  Cogne. 
This  road  was  made  by  two  brothers, 
iron-masters,  who  have  recorded  its 
formation  on  a  tablet  in  a  rock.  It  Is 
kept  in  repair  and  has  been  much  im- 
proved at  the  expense  of  the  commune 
of  Cogne,  under  the  judicious  admi- 
nistration of  Dr.  Orappin,  a  physician, 
a  man  of  general  information,  who  has 
acquired  i"" "■ '"'■' 
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compatriots  to  mdac«  tliem  to  cutt 
ont  many  local  iinproTemeiita  which 
he  has  sug^ated.  There  is  very  little 
cnltiTation  in  Che  Talley,  the  prodncts 
of  the  mines  giiing  occupaQon  to  its 
inhabitiuits ;  eiery  stream  drires  its 
tilt  hammer,  and  almost  every  person 
is  employed  in  working,  smdting,  or 
f)>nii^  tbe  iron  raised. 

The  hamlets  of  Vieille  Silvenoic, 
fipinel,  and  Creta  are  paased  before 
reaching  the  village  o^  Cogne,  6  hours' 
Wfilk  from  Aosta.  Here  is  no  regular 
Inn,  but  Hcorammodsilian  may  be  pFo- 
CUred  on  moderate  terms,  and  there  ia 
no  other  place  of  rest  or  halt  near  at 

Cogne  is  a  considerable  village  for 
BO  remote  a  position.  It  is  beautifully 
situaCed  at  the  union  of  three  vaUeys, 
amidst  charming  meadows,  which  con- 
trast strikingly  with  the  barren  scenes 
throaeh  which  the  traveller  has 
passed.  The  valley  on  the  L  leads  to 
the  great  iron  mines,  and  across  the 
mountains  to  the  Val  Soanna  }  that 
on  the  rt  is  the  Yenniana,  and  leads, 
at  the  distance  of  'i  hrs.,  to  i  its  vast 
glaciers. 

A  day  may  be  spent  with  interest 
and  pleasure  here  in  visiting  (he  iron 
mines.  A  veiy  steep  ascent  of  2^  hrs. 
from  Ci^ne  leads  to  them.  The  iron 
ia  workM  in  the  face  of  the  mountain, 
ftnd  seems  to  be  of  almost  unlimited 
extent.  A  vast  surface  of  pure  ore 
jdeldinp;  from  TO  to  SO  per  cent,  of 
metal  is  worked  in  open  day.  Gal- 
lerieB  are  b^inning  to  be  constructed 
with  a  view  of  carrying  on  Ihe  work 
daring  a  longer  part  of  the  year  than 
it  IB  at  present  possible  to  do  at  the 
great  elevation  of  the  mines.  The 
workmen  live  in  wretched  cabins  dur- 
ing the  week,  but  descend  to  spend 
their  Sundays  in  the  valley  ;  they 
■peak  French,  and  are  very  civil  and 

gers.  The  mine  yields  at  present 
50,000  fr.  of  gross  produce,  and  1 5,000 
for  annual  profit  to  the  commune — a 
Tery  trifling  income  compared  to  what 
might  be  drawn  from  this  source ;  but 
the  increasing  scarcity  of  wood  dimi- 
nishes every  year  the  number  of 
(ofget  which  depend  on  it. 
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The  hei^t  of  the  mine  above  the 
valley  is  at  least  3000  fL,  and  as  much 
as  120  rubbie.  or  3000  lbs.,  of  ore  is 
brought  down  at  once,  in  the  manner 
described  in  the  "  Journals  of  an 
Alpine  Traveller  ;" — 

"  On  our  approach  to  Cogne,  I  was 
■truck  by  the  appearance  of  a  great 
quantity  of  iron  ore,  heaped  upon  the 
roadside,  which  was  here  of  good 
breadth  and  kept  in  tolerable  con- 
dition. On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
valley,  in  a  moontain,  is  a  mass  of 
iron  ore  celebrated  for  its  ex-trtMndi- 
nary  richness  ;  the  mines  are  worked 
at  a  great  height  in  the  mountain 
side,  and  I  was  snrprised  at  the 
laborious  mode  adopted  for  bringing 
the  ore  down  into  the  valley,  thence 
to  be  taken  to  the  founijriea  and 
forges.  Zigzag  paths  are  made  from 
the  adits,  upon  which  barrows  on 
sledges  are  placed  filled  with  the  ore, 
and  these  are  in  succession  pushed  olF 
by  a  conductor.  When  the  sliding 
barrow  has  acquired  sufficient  im- 
petus down  the  inclined  plane  form- 
ing each  line  of  the  dgzag  descent, 
the  man  who  directs  it  leaps  adroitly 
into  the  barrow  and  desceiuls  with  it, 
and  before  tlie  load  has  acquired  an 
uncontrollable  velocdty,  it  is  brought 
up  by  a  bank  at  each  angle  of  the 
Eigzag  path  or  slide.  The  conductor 
then  gets  out,  tnrna  Che  barrow  in 
the  direction  of  the  next  shde,  pnshea 
it  forward,  and  again,  while  it  ia  in 
motion,  leaps  in,  and  is  taken  down 
to  the  next  angle ;  and  thus  in  a  series 
of  turns,  at  last  reaches  the  bottom  in 
the  valley.  The  men  have,  it  ap- 
pears, to  walk  up  the  mountain  again, 
and  their  empty  slides  are  dragged 
np,  I  never  saw  power  so  misap[£ed 
or  wasted."  So  fatiguing  is  ibit  mode 
of  bringing  down  the  ore  to  the  work- 
man, that  he  asually  makes  but  one 
trip  a  day,  for  which,  with  a  moderata 
load,  he  gets  5  francs. 

On  leaving  Cogne  fbr  the  pass,  a 
good  road  continues  up  to  the  place 
where  the  path  branches  off,  by  which 
the  iron  ore  is  brought  down  from 
the  mountun.  The  track  by  which 
the  miners  ascend  and  the  ore  is 
lowered,  is  distinctly  seen. 
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3  and  Cor- 
inajeur,  and  is  disdnctly  seen  in  this 
course  from  the  Cramont.  A  very 
loftj  and  peaked  mountiun  called 
Grivolet,  between  the  Talleys  of 
CogDe  and  SaTanmche,  is  aUo  a  con- 
spicuous object. 

Iieaiing-  the  little  plain  of  Cogue, 
the  road  to  the  Col  asceoda  bj  a  steep 
path  on  the  mountaia  side,  leaving  on 
the  rC.  the  vallej  of  Vermians,  mto 
which  descends  an  enormous  glacier 
{torn  the  mountain  called  the  Olsnd 
Paradis.'  The  steep  path  passes  over 
what  appears  to  be  a  vast  dyke  in  (he 
valley  i  the  torrent  flows  round  it  to 
escape  through  a  ravine  at  one  extre- 
~"ty.    On  crosaine  the  ridge,  '■""  ' 


veller  linds  hims^f  o 


i  wild 


and  open  ground,  leading  to  the  Alps 
and  pasturages  of  Chavancs.  Some 
of  the  lower  chllets  are  soon  reached : 
further  np  on  this  fine  Alp,  which 
(feeds  lai^  flocks  and  henu  during 
the  summer,  numerous  chllets  form 
the  cluster  known  as  the  Chfilets  of 
Chavanes.  Here  the  scene  is  rich 
in  the  pastoral  groups  and  beauty  of 
the  herbage,  and  sublime  in  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  amphitheatre  of  moun- 
tains and  glaciers. 

Immediately  in  front  is  the  great 
glacier  of  Cogue,  by  which  an  active 

~  n  the  Val  d'Orca,  in  a  day. 


This 


e  glaciei 


elevated  and  very  narrow,  the  view  from 
it  towards  the  S.  is  magnificent ;  in 
clear  weather  the  city  of  Turin  is 
Tisible — seen  over  and  far  beyond  the 
deep  Val  Campea,  which  lies  at  the 
feet  of  tl|e  traveller,  and  seemingly  of 
perpendicular  descent.  Towank  the 
N.  the  Monle  Rosa  and  Mont  Blanc 
can  both  be  seen  if  the  traveller  can 
cUmb  a  rugged  rock  on  the  rt.  for  the 
enjoyment  of  these  magnificent  objects. 
The  descent  from  the  Col  is  excessively 
iteep,  but  qnile  s*fo  down  io  the  valley 


of  Campea;  here,  however,  a  com- 
modious path  leads  gently  down 
through  scenes  of  continually  increas- 
ing beauty.  On  looking  back  the  Col 
de  Cogne  appears  a»  if  guarded  by 
inaccessible  precipices.  From  the  Col 
to  the  first  village^  CampigUa — is 
2\  hrs.,  and  the  distance  mm  Cam- 
pig)iB  to  PonCe  is  only  4  hours'  walk. 

A  less  dangerous  road,  however, 
and  one  more  varied  and  beautifDl, 
but  much  longer,  is  found  by  leaving 
the  glaciers  of  Cogne  on  the  rl,,  and 
turning  to  the  1.  up  a  steep  and  diffi- 
cult ascent  to  a  narrow  col,  called  the 
Fen^tre  de  Cogne,  a  mere  notch  in 
the  crest  of  the  moimtain.  From  this 
place  the  view  of  the  Alps,  which 
bound  the  Val  de  Cogne  on  the  W.,  is 
magnificent  from  the  grandeur  of  tl^r 
forms  and  the  vast  extent  of  their 
glaciers. 

In  the 

of  the  Val  d'Orca  are  not  less  strik- 
ing, and  are  perhaps  more  impressive 
from  their  greater  proximity.  They 
form  a  vast  barrier  to  the  rt  of  the 
Val  Champoreher,  which  opens  into 
the  Val  d'Aoata  (Rte.  lOT.  p.  289),  at 
Fort  Bard. 

The  descent  is  extremely  difficult, 
from  the  steepness  of  the  path  and 
looseness  of  the  soil.  This  difficulty 
ends  before  reaching  a  little  chapel  or 
oratory,  built  probably  as  an  ej;  vota 
by  some  grateful  Catholic  for  a  mer- 
ciful preservation  here.     This  oratory 


ilaced  on  the  brink  of  o  .  .  _  _  _ 
rat  little  lakes,  formed  by  the  melting 
ofthe  glaciers.  No  spot  can  be  more 
savage  than  this,  or  give  a  more  im- 
pressive idea  of  dreary  solitude. 

The  path  now  skirls,  as  it  leaves  it 
on  the  rt.,  a  dark  and  enormous  moun- 
tain mass,  and  descends  rapidly  down 
the  vallej^  but  nothing  habitable  ap- 
alley  dt 
L  below 
eye  can  trace  its  course  dovni  towards 
^rd,  and  a  path  across  the  valley  is 
also  seen,  which  leads  from  the  Val 
Champoreher  by  the  ChUets  of  Do- 
doney  into  the  vaLey  of  Fenis. 

After  crossing  the  buttress  of  the 
mountains  which  the  -  ■■■  'kirts,  and 
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which  U  cnUed  the  Col  de  Ponton, 
it  leads  to  the  bank  of  a  torrent  pust 
where  it  issues  irom  a  great  glacier  ; 
then  crossing  another  ridge  over  a 
beautiful  pnsturage,  it  descends  to  the 
borders  of  a  little  lake  at  the  foot  of 
the  Col  de  Reale. 

From  this  spot  to  Fort  Bard  down 
the  (alley  of  Champorcher  is  about 
6  hrs, 

Tuminp  abruptly  to  the  rt.  the  path 
leads  to  l£e  Col  de  Riale  in  less  than 
an  hour,  aud  from  this  crest  one  of  the 
finest  JJpine  panoramas  is  presented. 
Not  only,  upon  reaching  the  crest,  is 
the  plain  of  Italj  and  the  far  stretch 
of  the  maritime  Alps,  to  the  south- 
ward, spread  out  like  a  vast  map,  but 
in  an  opposite  direction  the  eutire 
mass  of  Monte  Rosa  is  better  seen 
than  fioia  an;  other  point  of  view. 
Grery  peak,  and  glacier,  and  Talle7, 
and  pass,  from  the  sharp  pinnacle  of 
the  Cervin  (Rte.  106)  to  the  Col  de 
Val  Dobbia  f  Ele.  104),  are  seen,  whilst 
the  intermediate  range  of  mountains 
aboie  Dodoney,  and  the  deep  valle; 
of  Champorcher  below,  serve  as  a  fore- 
KTouad  to  this  soblime  scene.  The 
black  and  scathed  rocks  which  hound 
the  crest  of  the  pass  complete  this  ex- 
traordinarj  panorania. 

Nothing  can  be  imagined  more 
beautiful  than  the  liuw  towards  the 
plains  where  the  deep  valley  of  the 
boonna  sinks  into  darkness,  whilst 
about  the  mountains  which  bound  it, 
and  far  over  and  bejrond,  the  plains  of 
Italj  stretch  away  into  indistinctness, 
and  are  lost  iu  the  distance. 

From  the  crest  the  descent  U  rapid. 
Passing  to  the  L  under  a  beetUng 
mountain,    the   path    skirls  a    deep 


of  a, 


•a  the  rt 


le  old  adit 


I  mine  worked  nnprofitably  for 
ir,  and,  aft«r  a  tortuous  descent  of 
2  hrs.,  passes  by  some  chalets.  The 
level  of  the  pine  forests  is  soon  reached, 
and  deep  in  a  little  plain  is  seen  the 
church  and  yiUage  of  val  Pra,  which, 
instead  of  being  correctly  laid  down 
as  the  highest  church  and  village  in 
the  ?al  Soanna,  is  usually  placM,  in 
the  authorized  maps,  nearly  as  for 
down  as  Bouco.  If  the  trav^er  arrive 
late  at  Val  Pra,  the  worthy  old  pea- 


sant Giuseppe  Banna  will  give  him 
his  best  welcome. 

At  the  opposite  extremity  of  this 
little  plidn,  the  path  descends  by  a 
stunted  pine  forest,  and  through  the 
depths  of  the  valley  to  the  vllbee  of 
Feney,  and  by  one  or  two  lltUe  Eam- 
letstothe  villageofCardonera.  There 
is  nothing  peculiar  in  this  part  of  the 
valley,  until  just  before  reaching  the 
hamlet  of  Bosco  del  Roco  .-  there 
of  a  slip   from   the 


iwed  the  little' 


■  plain  with  n 


At  Bonco  there  is  an  laa,  which 
hunter  and  fatigue  alone  can  make  en- 
durable ;  below  it,  a  bridge,  in  a  wild 
and  striking  situation,  leads  across  a 
ravine  to  the  village  of  Ingria.  Be- 
fore reaching  it,  however,  the  opening 
of  the  valley  of  Campca  above  men- 
tioned is  passed,  which  leads  directly 
to  the  glaciers  of  Cogne,  shorter  by 
seven  hours  than  the  route  by  the 
Col  de  Beale.  The  oulj  vilh^  io 
the  Val  Campea,  above  Ingria,  is 
Campiglia. 

Tne  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of 
Soanna  wear  a  singular  sort  of  shoe 
or  booti  it  is  made  of  coarse  woollen, 
tied  tight  round  the  ankle,  but  half  as 
broad  again  as  the  foot ;  its  use  gives 
an  awkwardness  to  their  gait. 

Below  Ingria,  the  valley  becomes  si 
ravine  of  singularly  wild  and  grand 
character.  Vast  precipices,  gorges 
and  forests,  offer  alternately,  some- 
times together,  their  magnificent  ma- 
terials for  Alpine  scenery.  Soon  the 
old  towers  of^  Ponte  are  seen  in  the 
valley  of  Orca,  beyond  the  depths  of 
the  ravine.  Enormous  overhanging 
masses  close  the  proximate  part  ofthe 
valley,  whilst  above  and  beyond  Ponte 
the  plains  of  Piedmont  appear. 

A  path  down  through  a  forest,  and 
near  some  quarries,  leads  to  the  Villa 
Nuova  of  Ponte,  the  cotton  works 
es^blished  by  the  Baron  du  Port, 
and  about  half  a  mile  beyond  is  the 
town  of  Ponte,  six  hours  from  Val 
Pra  in  the  mountains. 

Hie  pictoresqae  situation  of  this 
place  at  the  confluence  of  the  Soanna 
and  the  Orca  can  hardly  be  eioeede^ 
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rich  in  Tineyards,  inclosed  by  moun- 
taioB,  offering,  in  combination  wilb 
the  surrounding  scenery,  the  towera 
luid  ruins  of  two  feudal  castles  in  the 
most  striking  situations,  and  the  head 
of  the  Tolley  closed  by  the  snowy 
peaks  of  the  lofty  range  which  divides 
the  Val  d'Orea  from  Qie  Tarentaise. 

There  are  many  spots  about  Ponte 
which  offer  views  of^sin^ular  beauty. 
Few  places  are  so  riehj^in  the  pictu- 
resque: these,  (oo,  offer  a  remarkable 
variety,  foi  besides  the  views  of  Ponte 
aiid  the  valley,  from  the  villages  on 
the  surrounding  mountains'  aides, 
both  the  Orca  and  the  Soanna  pre- 
sent retreats  in  their  deep  and  retired 
courses,  which  are  nowhere  esceeded 
for  picturesqueness.  A  walk  down 
two  or  three  meadows  between  Ponte 
and  the  Orca  leads  to  one  of  these, 
well  worth  the  traveller'a  visit,  where 
the  bright  deep  waters  of  the  Orca 
seem  hemmed  in  by  lolty  and  forest- 
crowned  precipices.  Of  its  tranquil- 
lity and  beauty  no  idea  can  be 
formed. 

Ponte  is  a  singular  old  town,  with 
long  arcades,  beneath  which  there  are 
shops,  and  there  the  markets  are  held. 
It  has  a  tolerable  T<m. 

The  establisbment  of  the  Faibrica, 
the  first  cotton  works  known  in  Pied- 
mont, has  given  employment  to  several 
thousands  of  men,  womeo,  and  chil- 
dren, S3  printers,  spinners,  weavers, 
and  dyers',  the  goods  beinK  prepared 
within  the  walla  of  the  Fabbnca,  from 
the  raw  material  as  imported  from 
Genoa,  to  the  completion  of  every 
article  for  the  market.  The  prohi- 
bition to  the  Biportation  of  machinery 
from  England,  leads  to  their  obtaining 
it,  at  a  great  cost,  from  Miihlhausen, 

Ponte  is  distant  6  hours  from  Turin, 
to  which  city  a  diligence  goes  3  times 
a  week.  There  ia  an  eiceEent  car- 
riage road  to  the  capital,  which  passes 
through 

Courgne — (Thn;  Leone  d'Oro,  tolera- 
ble)^ft  larM  town  on  the  W,  side  of 
the  Orca.  A  good  walker  may  go  from 
Cogne  to  Courgne  in  a  day  across  the 
CoIdeCogne;  but  the  stranger  should 
get  the  assistance  of  a  guide,  at  least 
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to  the  Col^and  if  possible,  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Grappin,  or  by  the 
innkeeper  at  Cogne.  From  Courgne 
the  road  to  Turm  continues  through 
Valperga,  celebrated  for  having  one 
of  the  noblest  campaniles  in  Piedmont ) 
Kivarolo;  Lombardore,  where  the 
river  Mallone  is  crossed;  and  Lemiei 
besides  numerous  villages.    All  those 

fiUces  named  are  towns,  and  some  are 
arge.  They  are  situated  in  the  richest 
part  of  Piedmont,  amidst  Indian  com, 
vines,  mulberry  and  fig-trees.  Those 
which  are  placed  on  the  subsidences 
of  the  Alps,  a  little  above  the  plains, 
are  in  the  most  beautiful  situations, 
sarrounded  by  vine-covered  hills,  and 
backed  by  lofty  ranges  of  mountains. 
Little  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  rich- 
ness and  beauty  of  Piedmont,  except 
by  those  who  have  skirted  the  moun- 
tains on  the  borders  of  its  rich  plains. 
The  traveller  who  enters  it  abruptly, 
by  the  usual  routes,  at  right  angles, 
across  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  sees  too 
little  of  its  actual  and  picturesque 
richness  to  estimate  justly  this  fine 
country. 
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(Three  days.) 
On  leavinK  Fonte  to  ascend  the 
Val  d'Orca,  the  road  continues  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  throughout  its 
course.  The  scenery  is  very  fine; 
the  forms  of  the  mountains  vast  and 
grand,  nigged  and  broken,  clothed 
with  magniGcent  chestnut  trees,  and 
frequent^  exhibiting  the  eSects  of 
disintegration  in  the  enormous  blocks 
which  nave  fallen  from  the  heights, 
in  many  places  in  such  quantity  that 
the  road  is  carried  over  or  around  the 
d€bria  with  such  sinuosity  and  undu- 
lation, that  the  variety  of  views  they 
aid  to  present  gives  a  peculiar  cha- 

About  i  miles  from  Ponte  is  the 
village  of  Sparonc  Many  little  ham- 
lets he  on  the  rood,  and  many  usines 
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Beyond  Sparone  the  same  character 
of  scenery  prev^ls  to  Locana,  a  little 
town  about  4  or  5  miles  above  Spa- 
roDe.  Id  these  rillaeea  many  of  tbe 
weaTBTe  for  the  Fabbriea  are  em- 
ployed. The  Btreets  of  Locajia  are 
narrow  and  dirty,  and  its  inn  worthy 
ofsuchaplace.  The '■  Three Fieeonti'' 
is  not  likely  to  be  forgotten  by  any 
traTeller  who  has  had  ue  misfortune 

Above  Locana  the  valley  soon  be- 
comes dreary,   and  the    road   more 

ragged.  About  half  way,  near  some 
smeltlng-housea  and  forges  belong^g 
to  M.  Bmna,  the  road,  which  he  keeps 
in  order  below,  ceases  to  be  practi- 
cable for  a  charrelte.  Above,  there 
is  only  a  mule-patb,  which  winds  up 
amidst  the  enormous  masses  of  fallen 
eranile  and  serpentine,  some  of  which 
have  bloclted  up  the  course  of  the 
torrent,  and  compeUed  it  -u>  find 
another  channel  —  these,  and  the 
savage  mountains  which  now  domi- 
neer in  the  valley,  give  it  great  wild- 
ness.  Yet  the  tortuous  road  rising 
over  these  ebontemens  oflen  leads  to 
beautiful  little  plains  between  them. 

There  are  several  hamlets  above 
Locana.  as  St.  Marco,  Arsone,  and 
La  Frera,  but  each  is  more  and  more 
miserable,  until  6  or  7  m.  from  Lo- 
cana. The  dimas  of  wretehednesa  is 
fonod  at  Novasca,  which  has  pointed 
a  proverb — 

NonKi.  Novan, 
Poco  puie,  Inngi  tuo. 
Yet  this  spot  otiers  to  the  traveller 
some   of  the  most   sublime    horrors 
encountered   in    the  Alps.    Here    a 
grand  cataract  bursts  out  from  a  riil 
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rocks,  is  unmatched  in  Alpine  bridge- 
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building:  poles  and  plaoks  are  placed 
from  rock  to  rock,  and  almost  under 
the  spray  of  the  cataract.  Beyond 
the  passage  of  this  torrent,  the  road 
still  ascends  on  the  }e(t  bank  of  the 

About  a  mile  above  Novasca  is  a 
terrific  gorge,  called  the  Scalare  de 
Cereaol,  where  enormous  precipices 
overhang  the  course  of  the  Orca, 
which  tumbles  through  a  succession 
of  cataracts  between  these  herbless 
precipices.  The  path  which  leads  to 
the  summit  is  cut  out  of  the  rocks, 
and  a  flight  of  steps  (Scalare),  prac- 
ticable for  muiea,  is  carried  up  through 
the  gorge;  sometimes  on  the  actiud 
brink  of  the  precipice  wliich  over- 
hangs the  foaming  torrent;  in  others, 
cut  so  deep  into  its  side,  that  the 
rocky  canopy  overhangs  the  precipice. 
In  some  places  there  is  not  room 
enonsh  for  the  moonted  traveller, 
and  Uiere  is  the  danger  of  his  head 
striking  the  rocks  above  him.  This 
extraordinary  path  extends  half  a 
mile.  In  its  course  crosses  are  ob- 
served, fiited  ag^at  the  rock  to  mark 
the  spots  of  fatal  accidents:  but  as 
three  such  accidents  happened  in 
company  with  an  old  miscreant  who 
lived  at  the  foot  of  the  Scalare,  bus- 

Jicions  were  entertwned  of  these 
aving  Ijeen  murders  which  he  had 
committed  there.  He  underwent  se- 
vere examinatioDs ;  yet,  though  no 
doubt  existed  of  bis  guilt,  there  was 
not  evidence  enough  lo  convict  him. 
It  is  believed  that,  at  the  spots  where 
the  crosses  are  placed,  he  pushed  his 
victims  over  in  au  unguarded  mo- 
ment, where  a  child,  unheeded,  might 
have  destroyed  a  giant 

The  termination  of  this  wild  road 
is  like  a  winding  staircase,  in  which 
it  is  difficult  for  a  mTile  to  turn :  near 
here  the  peep  into  the  ravine  is  per- 
fectly appalling. 

On    emerging   from    this    singular 

Jath  and  fearful  defile,  the  traveller 
nda  himself  on  a  plain,  where  there 
is  barley  grown,  and  an  abundance 
of  rich  meadow  land.  Immediately 
Iwfore  him  is  the  snowy  range  which 
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to  Gros  Cavollo,  in  that  luUey,  in  a 
few  honra. 

A  little  way  within  the  plun,  the 
Tollej  turns  to  tha  right  sod  the 
Orca  washes  the  base  of  a  mountain, 
whei«  the  Comte  d'Aglie  hse  some 
silver  mines.  The  ore  is  smelted  in 
the  Talley,  and  near  the  norks  there 
is  a  spring  of  water  slightly  ferru- 
nnous,  but  so  h^hly  oarbanatod,  that 
tbe  gas  escapes  mim  it  in  a  sparkling 
state.  The  peasants  ha>e  fitted  a 
wooden  tube  into  the  hole,  through 
which  it  ascends ;  a  little  canal  of 
reed  fixed  to  the  top  of  the  tabs  en- 
ables them  to  fill  bottles,  which  are 
iDStantly  corked  and  tied,  and  abnnd- 
aooe  of  this  water  is  thus  taken  to 
Turin.  It  ia  almost  tasteless;  when 
drunk  at  the  spring  it  is  delicious. 

The  mountains  of  Levanna,  seen 
on  the  left  as  the  traveller  ascends 
the  valley,  are  lerj  grand  ^  pinnacled, 
glacierei^  and  utterly  inaccessible. 
Three  of  the  peaks,  near  together, 
bear  the  name  of  the  trois  hecs.  The 
Tallev  widens  near  Ceresol.  the  high- 
est of  its  church  villBgea,  about  8  m. 
above   the    Scalare.     Here   you    may 

call  an  asaei  bon  gite — -oone  but  a 
mountaineer,    however,   would   think 


'  Chapis,  and,  if 
lulee  are  required,  to  engage  them 
t   Ceresol   to  come  up  the  following 
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V  the   Vai  d'Aosia,    i 


the 


gained  by  riding. 

This   pass    was    traversed    by  an 
English  traveller,  in  1843,  in  10  hours' 
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Fronl  Ceresol,    the  extraordinary 

pass  of  the  Galese,  at  the  head  of  the 

Val  d'Orca,  is  first  seen,  above  a  per- 
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pendicular  streak  of  snow,  called  the 
Grand  Coluret,  which  must  be  climbed 
to  cross  the  ridse  of  glaciers  which 
sQrmounts  it,  and  by  which  a  pass^e 
may  be  made  into  the  valley  of  ^e 
Is^re  in  the  Tarentaise. 
Col  de  Gaieie. 

"  It  is  4  hours'  easy  walking  from 
Laval,  and  the  ascent  presents  no 
difficulty.  The  descent  to  Chapis  will 
not  occnpy  more  than  2^  hours,  at 
the  ontside.  The  traveller  bound  to 
Aosla  by  the  Col  de  Nivolet,  however, 
vrill  do  better  to  inquire  for  tha  high- 
est inhabited  chalets  on  his  route. 
Much  time  and  distance  will  be  gained 
by  not  descending  below  the  ChaletB 
of  Serue,  and  nothing  ia  lost.  The 
accommodation  at  Cbapis  is  wretched; 
and  the  journey  from  it  to  Aosta  loo 
long  to  be  pleasant." — A.  T,  M. 

From  Chapis  there  is  a  walk  of 
2^  hours  to  the  highest  chalets  in  the 
valley — those  of  Serue — which  are 
passed  by  the  traveller  who  would 
go  lo  the  Galeae.  Beyotid  Serue  the 
acene  perhaps  surpasses  in  sterility 
and  savageness  any  other  in  the  Alps. 
A  narrow  path  leads  along  the  steep 
slope  of  the  Mont  Iseraa,  until  it 
stops  abruptly  at  an  inaccessible  ?nlly 
in  the  mountain  called  the  Little 
Coluret.  To  ascend  above  this  it  is 
necessary  to  climb  along  the  face  of 
a  fearful  precipice  overhanging,  at  a 
great  height,  a  lake  at  the  head  of 
flie  valley.  Having  climbed  roand 
it,  the  plain  of  Belotta  is  attained. 
This  plain  is  the  bed  of  an  ancient 
lake,   now   fiUed  with  an  enormous 

glacier,  which  stteams  down  from 
le  left  The  bottom  of  this  glacier 
must  be  crossed  by  a  very  steep  ascent 
ap  a  vast  mass  of  ice,  and  above  it, 
up  the  gully  of  the  Grand  Coluret, 
at  least  1500  ft.  from  the  glacier. 
Precipices,  fringed  with  icicles,  over- 
hang the  traveller,  and  having  climbed 
up  close  to  the  rocks,  on  the  right 
side,  it  is  at  last  necessary  to  cross 
the  snow  itself  that  lies  in  the  hoUow; 
this   is  not   dangerous    to  a  steady 


On  the  oilier  side  the  footing  is  firm. 
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L    llavinK  pasBod  these, 


top,  Bbont  100,000  fL  abore  the  level 
nf  (he  BSft.  where  one  of  the  most 
giarvMU  liewi  in  the  Alps  rewards 


_ r  ine  head  of 

Ae  V>1  Itira,  upon  La  Vil,  and 
lignes.  To  this  rall^y  the  desi^nc 
«n  the  aide  of  the  Tarentuse  is  not 
difflcoll.  Id  retuniing,  there  ii  less 
danger  ia  the  descciit  than  in  the 
aicent,  though  it  aeems  more  dtuL- 
cerous,  for  the  feet  aink  deep  sj>d 
firmly  in  the  loose  soil  of  both  the 
Colorets.  The  Ijttte  Coluret  can  be 
safely  descended,  thoug;h,  ^"om  the 
looseness  of  the  Boil,  the  ascent  by  it 


cable. 


At  the  Chalets  of  Seme  refreah- 
ment  of  milk,  cheese,  and  butter  may 
be  had :  bread  the  travBller  mnst  oarr j 
there;  with  this  oecesaarj,  and  wine, 
he  must  stock  himself  when  he  viaits 
these  wild  valleysj  and  lie  ia  espe- 
cially cautioned  ag^nst  wandering 
there  without  a  careful  and  wcD-re- 
com  mended  guide.  At  Novasca,  or 
Cereaol,  Giuseppe  BrUMiha,  better 
known  by  tbe  name  of  Muot,  from 
the  lo99  of  one  hand,  may  be  heard 
of;  he  ia  a  good  guide,  an  active 
mountaineer,  a  capital  chasseur,  and  a 
good-tcEuperedt  int^ligent  fellow. 

"  The  traveller  to  lie  Val  d'Aoflta. 
who  has  given  a  day  to  tbe  Col  de 
Galeae,  is  recommended  to  sleep  at 
the  CbiUetsof  Senie,  or  at  any  higher 
flhileta    which    may   be  occupied,    in 

E reference  to  redescendin?  to  Cbapis. 
I  would  l>e  quite  feaaible  to  reach 
the  Chalets  of  Kivolel,  a^r  ascend- 
ing the  Galeae,  whether  from  La  Val 
or  from  Ctiapis:  they  cannot  be  more 
than  yj  to  4  hrs.  from  Seme— pro- 
bably much  less.  I  reached  there  in 
3^  bra.  from  Cbapis." 

To  go  to  the  Val  Savaranche,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  go  to  the  paaturages 
of  Seme,  Before  the  abrupt  ascent 
to  the  Alp  of  Seme  commences,  a 
torrent  is  seen  descending  from  the 
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lig^L  Up  the  left  bank  of  this  tor- 
rent a  difficult  zigzag  path  aaoeads 
and  at  the  end  of  2  hra.  leade  to  some 
chalets  even  higher  than  those  of 
Seme.  The  scenes  presented  during 
the  ascent,  of  the  vast  ranges  of  the 
LerannA  and  tbe  Iseran,  are  of  the 
most  sublime  character.  Above  these 
clislets,  the  path  is  a  series  of  Sights 
of  steps  rudely  oiU  in  tbe  rock.  Be- 
yond this  a  scene  of  frightful  sle- 
rihty  is  presented :  numerons  Alpine 
Lakes  or  tama  are  seen,  but  no  pnia- 
pect  of  escape,  no  path  from  this  oul 

most  improbable  of  all  directKHU 
there  is  one,  which  actually  lies  iq> 
and  over  the  rugged  and  pimmded 
crest  of  the  boundary  to  the  left, 
offering  a  path  more  dUbsnlt  th^ 
that  of  the  Geoimi,  without  the  pro- 
tection of  its  parapets.  The  summit 
attained,  the  scene  around,  viewed 
from  this  crest,  known  by  the  name 
uf  the  Col  de  Croix  de  Nivolet,  is 
one  without  parallel  in  the  Alps  fbr 
the  wild  peculiarities  observed  on 
looliing  back  into  the  savage  valley 
Just  left.  In  it  many  lakes  appear, 
and  tbe  bcow  above  the  last  ca&leta 
cuta  abruptly  gainst  the  deep  hue 
of  the  V^  d'Orca,  which  is  sur- 
mounted with  the  enonnouB  ran^  of 
theLerannn. 

On  looking  on  the  other  side  ot  the 
col  into  tbe  Plan  de  Nivolet,  which  is 
the  head  of  the  valley  of  Savaranche, 
lakes  are  also  seen  at  the  loot 
if  the  Nivolet,  the 
vbich,  towards  the 
Tarentaise,  ia  known  by  the  name  of 
tbe  Iseran,  and  directly  across  the 
head  of  the  Plan  de  Nivolet  is  seen 
a  Btlll  higher  col  than  tiiat  upon 
which  the  observer  stands ;  it  is 
called  the  Col  de  Rhemes,  and  leads 
through  the  Val  de  Bhemes  to  VU- 
leneuve,  by  a  shorter  coarse  than  the 
Savaranche. 

The  descent  towards  the  Plan  de 
Nivolet  ia  much  easier  than  towards 
the  Val  d'OrCB  ;  and  having  attained 
tbe  banks  of  the  lakes,  a  nearly  level 
path  leads  throueh  the  fine  pasturages 
at  the  head  of  &e  Plan  de  Nivolet ; 
yet  not  a  tree  or  shrub  grows  here, 
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fearful     other,  Tignietti   and    Crettom ;    Hid 
here  the  mounUina   ire  seen   which 
hour  feora  the  lakes     boand  the  valley  of  AosUi  on  the  aide 

„. r _, epposite  tothe  Val  8«»ar»nche. 

of  other   fuel  than   dried        In  the  lower  part  of  the  lallej.  the 
"'  '  path  contianei  at  ■  rast  height  abore 

the  course  of  the  river  bank,  on  itB 
rt.  ;  as  it  approaches  the  Val  d'Aosta, 
a  maffoificent  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 
towering  over  all  the  iDtennediale 
monnlains,  opens  to  the  travfdW. 
Here  the  Val  de  Bhemee  Joins  the 
VbI  Savaranche,  and  both  enter  the 
valley  of  Aosts.  The  end  of  the  Val 
de  RbeiBes  appears  like  a  table  land 
on  the  moontain  side,  studded  with 
villages,  rich  in  meadows  and  vines, 
walnut  and  ohpetnnt  trees. 

the  descent  ti 


of    the    plain 

broken  up  into  thousands  of  knolls. 
At  the  end  of  another  hour,  these  are 
left,  to  desoead  by  a  path  lying  over 
bare  and  smooth  granite,  like  that 
m  the  roate  of  the  Orinuel,  above 
Handek.  (Konle  34.)  After  a  oonsi- 
(lerahle  descent,  the  traveller  sud- 
denly finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a 
vast  precipioe,  and  overlooking  the 
village  of  Pont,  in  the  deep  valley, 


the  spot  ii 


thouiands  of  fe«t  b^w  him.  Here, 
on  the  edre  of  the  precipice,  a  orosa  is 
vlaced.  which  is  seen  Irom  below  ; 
s  called  the  Croix  d'Aro- 
le  of  those  sublime 
scenes  which  occanoaally  bursts  upon 
the  traveller  in  the  Alps  omaa  npoo 
him.  The  three  vast  peaks  of  the 
Grand  Faradis,  breaking  through 
I  veeUnent  of  glaciers. 


I   bejbre  him  ;    and  o 


the  r 


,  that  overhangs  the 

Filh  by  which  he  must  descend  to 
onL  Down  these  precipices  he  must 
wind  lor  more  than  an  hour  to  rea^ 
this  village,  the  highest  In  the  Val 
Savannohe,  passing  on  his  descent  a 
magnificent  cataract. 

But  hn^  the  strikine  and  peculiar 
scenery  of  this  pass  ends  ;  the  valley 
below  Font  is  narrow,  and  with  very 
little  cultivation  at  the  bottom,  (hi 
the  L  a  path  leads  over  tiie  mountain 
of  Causeltes  to  the  Val  de  Rhemes  ; 
and  another  on  the  rt.  crosses  to  the 
Val  de  Cogne.  (Ete.  111.)  Oioux, 
or  Val  Savaranche,  is  the  principal 
village  in  the  vallej',  and  here  refresh- 
ment may  be  obtamed. 

There  are  many  little  communes 
in  this  valley.  Near  t«  one  of  these. 
Pesai,  an  avalanche  feU  in  1832  ;  it 
destroyed  some  cows,  and  three  men 
perished.  Crosses  mark  the  spot 
where  their  bodies  were  fbund. 

Before  reaching  Gioux  there  is  a 
picturesque  spot  ■"  *' 
two  villages 


ViUeneuve  is  rapid,  fatiguing,  and 
difficult ;  and  the  journey  from  Chapis 
to  the  Val  d'Aosta  (lite.  107)  will  be 
fbund  to  be  quite  enough  for  one  day. 
At  Villenenve  there  is  neither  decent 
inn  nor  car,  so  yon  may  be  prepared 
to  continue  on  to  Aosta,  2  b.  30  m. 
farther  on  foot. 


ROUTE  113. 


(16  hours.) 

IvTogne  (Rte.  107,  p.  291). 

The  oitrance  to  the  Val  Grisancbe 
by  the  torrent  which  flows  into  the 
Val  d'Aosta  is  utterly  impracticable. 
It  is  necessary  to  cross  the  torrent  by 
the  new  bridge,  and  immediately  b^ 
hind  the  little  dirty  town  of  Ivrogne 
to  pass  a  mill,  and  asoend  through 
orchards  and  meadows  that  appear  to 
lead  away  &oni  the  Grisanche.  At 
the  head  of  these  the  path  arrives  ab- 
ruptly below  some  precipices  ;  thence 
turning  and  ascending  along  their 
bases,  the  traveller  shortly  finda  him- 
self in  the  path  which  it  carried  high 
above  the  1.  bank  of  the  Grisanche. 
and  which  leads  up  the  valley. 

For  about  4-  hrs.  the  scenes  have  a 
striking  character.  The  river  roars 
so  deep  in  the  gorge  as  scarcely  to  be 
heard;  and  the  rocks  which  bound  its 
course  are  ao  nearly  perpeodicnlar, 
p  2 
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BOUTE  113. — BBB18.      OOL  DU  UOMT. 


that  the  topi  of  lofty  ftod  enormoaB 
pineB,  rooUu  in  the  rifta  below,  caa 
■hnoat  be  touched  by  the  hand  of  the 
traveller  in  paasine  aboie  them. 
OveriianginK  the  paui,  the  moimtains 
ao  close  in,  tiiat  the  light  of  day  does 
not  half  jlluminata  thu  deep  and  sa- 
vage defile.  On  a  sort  of  terrace,  on 
the  oppoeila  banks,  the  ruins  of  a 
feudal  coBtle  are  seeD  frown  in(f  over 
the  black  raTine,  and  fitted  for  tales 
(rf  romance.  From  il,  the  riew  into 
the  valley  of  Aoeta  must  be  beaatiful. 
but  what  access  tliete  is  to  these  ruins 
cannot  be  traced,  or  eien  imagined, 
from  the  opposite  bank,  thongn  this 
IB  so  hieh  MH>Te  the  torrent,  that  the 
path  seldom  approaches  it  nearer  than 
a)oft. 

This  narrow  defile  continues  during 
an  ascent  of  more  than  2  hrs.  Some- 
limea  the  path  is  carried  on  ter- 
races, rudely  and  perilously  formed 
of  loose  stones  placed  across  rifts,  in 
the  preeipices  ;  in  others,  the  bat- 
tresses  of  rock  are  cut  anay  to  make 
the  road  high  and  wide  enough  to 


ock,  which  haring  &]ien  from 
above,  and  rested  on  the  Lne  of  com- 
munication, has  required  boldness 
and  skill  to  fonn  a  path  by  it ;  thou- 
sands of  these  masses  have  &llen  into 
the  gulf  below,  and  only  rendered  the 
torrent  more  furious  bj  the  interrup- 

this  valley ;  and  it  is  necessary  in 
passing  beneath  one  of  these,  which 
descends  from  a  great  height,  far  up 
the  gorge,  to  go  hastily  over  the  rude 
bridge  ^rmed  of  trunks  of  trees  laid 
ruddy  across,  and  scarcely  euarded 
by  a  rail,  that  offers  very  sDght  se- 
curity. Od  looking  up,  as  nearly  as 
the  sprav  csn  be  approached,  another 
such  bridge  is  seen  to  span  ^e  top  of 
the  fall,  and  which  connects  some 
fbrests  or  pasturages  above. 

At  length ,  at  the  u[^r  extietnit; 
of  the  d^le,  the  valley  opens  at  the 
villl^  of  Beris,  a  place  which  fur- 
nishes only  the  most  miserable  accom- 


;  well  deservee  from  the 
Tothoa 


Seris.  To  those,  however,  who  would 
cross  into  the  Tarenlaise,  a  further 
description  of  the  rle.  ia  necessary. 

The  steriUty  of  the  Val  do  Gri- 
ssnche  above  Seris  is  striking  ;  it  is 
ru^ed,  and  strewn  with  enomtouB 
blocks  which  have  been  detached 
from  the  mountains,  often  from  preci- 
pices so  sleep  that  no  vegetadon  resta 
upon  their  surfaces,  wiiere  still  im- 
pending masses  threaten  the  passing 
traveller,  and  numeroiia  crosses  record 
the  frequency  of  fotal  accidents.  Seep 
rifts  in  the  sides  of  the  precipices  are 
channels  to  cataracts  that  pour  their 

some  places,  the  black  precipitoos 
slopes  of  the  mountain  are  alwavg  wet 
and  herbless,  and  reeking  as  if  from 
some  recfflit  avalanche. 

For  more  than  two  hours  up  tlie 
valley  from  Seria.  the  same  character 
of  scenery  prevails  ;  some  miser^le 
hovels  sod  a  few  Gelds  of  stunted 
bu'ley  are  found  in  the  bottom  of  the 
valley  ;  on  its  sides  there  is  only  the 
dark  precipice  (»r  black  forest  uf 
pines.  The  bead  of  the  valley  is 
bounded  by  the  immense  glaciers  of 
Clou.  Over  ihese,  however,  the  bold 
mountaineer  finds  a  pass  to  St.  Foi,  in 
the  Tarentaise. 

At  Fomel,  the  highest  village  in 
the  valley,  the  route  (o  the  Col  du 
Mont  leaves  the  Val  de  Grisajiehe, 
ascends  a  steep  path  on  the  right  by 
a  torrent,  and  reaches  some  ohftlets  ' 
on  a  small  but  fine  paaturage.  Above 
these  the  path  skirts  the  brink  of  pre- 
cipices over  a  deep  gorge,  and  enters 
a  basin  in  the  mountains — a  scene 
of  the  moat  frightful  disorder  ;  it  is 
filled  with  rocks  and  stones  constantly 
brought  down  from  the  surrounding 
mountains,  the  summits  of  which  are 
crested  with  glaciers,  some  so  precipi- 
tous that  the  ridge  of  the  mountain  ia 
surmonnled  by  one  of  translucent  ice, 
which  presents,  when  the  stin  shines 
through  it,  a  most  brilliant  appearance. 
The  ascent  is  very  steep  for  nearly  3 
hrs.  up  a  trackless  loose  path,  and  op 
i  slopes  of  snow,  steep,  and  many  hun- 
I  dreda  of  feet  f-"-'     '"  ''  c«~..;~~ 


It  is  fatiguing 


JVetJ*-  ^  Savoi/.         EOUTE  114.— little  st.  bern&kd. 
ftiDd  difficult.   Prom"  the  Col  the  scene 


presents  a  g«ntle  aspect  in  the  monn- 
tains  which  bonnd  the  Val  la^re  ;  for 
t.lie  Col  ia  BO  narrow  that  both  can  be 
Been  from  the  summit 

The  Col  du  Mont  wu  the  scene  of 
some  desperate  conflicts  during  the 
■wvATB  of  the  re»olution  between  the 
French  and  the  Piedroontese.  Gene- 
ral Moulins  who  commanded  the 
former,  after  many  efforts  succeeded 
io  gaining  the  position  bj  adTaneing 
dunng  a  snow  stomi,  when  gnch  as- 
sailants were  not  expected,  and  re- 
tained it  in  spite  of  not  less  than  ten  ^ 
efforts  to  repossess  it.  The  height  of 
the  Col^  ftom  the  absence  of  all  vege- 
tation, must  exceed  S500  ft. 

After  passing  down  a  steep  path, 
leaving  on  the  l!  black  precipices — the 
haunts  of  the  chamois — the  pasturages 
belonging  to  the  commune  of  St,  Foi 
appear  in  a  deep  basin,  bounded  be- 
low hy  a  forest.  It  is  almost  impos- 
Bible  to  imi^ne  a  contrast  more  strik- 
ing  than  the  wretched  and  desolate 
hi^ow,  filled  with  rocks  and  stones, 
on  the  side  of  Aosta  ;  and  this,  one  of 
tbe  most  beautiful  pastur^es  in  the 
Alps  on  the  side  of  the  Tarentaise. 
In  little  more  than  2  bra.  the  chalets 
in  this  basin  are  reached,  and  in 
another  hour  it  is  traversed.  Beyond 
it  the  road  winds  steeplj  down  through 
a  forest,  and  at  length  emerges  to  cross 
a  torrent  and  enter  the  Tillage  of  Mu- 
raille,  where  another  brides  over  a 
deep  ravine  leads  to  the  hamlet  of 
Massure  ;  thence  traversing  a  brow 
on  the  mountain  side,  tbe  road  de- 
scends to  the  village  of  St.  Foi,  in  the 
Val  Ia6re.  Tbe  approach  to  St.  Foi 
is  strikingly  fine,  for  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  mountains  in  the  Alps,  the 
ChsJtMJuarrg,  bounds  the  opposite 
side  of  the  V^  IsSre.  From  its  base 
in  the  torrent,  fttr  below  the  terrace 
where  St  Foi  stands,  to  its  summit, 
which  is  peaked  with  a  triangular  py- 
ramid of  snow,  the  entire  height  of 
this  stupendous  mountain  is  seen. 
Foi  is  only  2  hrs.  from  St  Man 
kud  ofiers  little  accoiuniodation  tt 
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traveller,  at  least  when  compared 
with  the  comforts  of  the  inn  at  St 
Maurice. 

From  St  Foi  the  descent  bya  paved 
road  is  lerv  at«ep  to  the  bai^a  of  the 
la^re.  Before  reaching  the  river  a 
torrent  ia  crossed,  which  forms,  a  Uttle 
way  up  the  valley,  a  fine  cataract.  It 
is  difficult  to  get  a  view  of  it  This  is 
the  stream  which  from  above  descends 
between  the  villages  of  Massare  and 
MuraiUe. 

From  the  bridge  tbe  path  lies  across 
meadows  for  some  way,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Isere.  Soon  after  rising, 
it  leads  to  the  villsge  of  Scei,  at  the 
foot  of  tbe  Little  St  Bernard,  and 
thenoe,  across  coltivated  ground,  to  a 
new  bridge  thrown  over  the  torrent 
of  the  Reclua.  Here  there  is  abund- 
ant evidence  of  the  destructive  cha- 
racter of  the  torrent  after  storms,  in 
the  sand,  rocks,  and  stones  which 
mark  its  course  at  such  times.  Soon 
after  the  road  passes  by  some  coarse 
woollen  cloth-works,  and  some  usines 
for  making  small  iron  ware.  Then 
across  the  winter  bed  of  the  furious 
Versoi,  which  descends  from  Bonna- 
val,  and  below  an  old  round  tower 
belonging  to  the  village  of  Chatclard. 
From  this  place  the  road  to  St.  Mau- 
rice is  wide  and  excellent,  and  ere  long 
it  is  to  be  hoped  a  road  of  the  same 
width  and  excellence  will  lead  from 
this  valley  to  the  Val  d' Aosta  by  the 
pass  of  the  little  St  Bernard. 

Bourg  St  Maurice,  (/nn ;  chei 
Mayat.) 

ROU'TB  114. 

OQRHAT£Ca  TO  BOUBG  8A1NT  MAITAICT^ 


■)■ 

(9i  hrs.'  walking.) 
To  go  to  the  Little  St.  Bernard  from 

by  the  great  road  to  Aosta  fKte.  107), 
about  a  league,  Io  where  the  branch 
froroitleadsloStDidier;  ora  shorter 
course  may  be  found  by  scrambling 
down  the  slopes  which  lead  to  the 
i  Doire,  and  crossing  it  bighec  up  the 
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riTST,  tbui  bj  the  bridge  whicb  fonns 
put  of  the  high  road. 

Pr^  St.  Bidier  is  &  tolenibl;  large 
Tilli^e,  having  the  importance  of  a 
poatt  aia  lettra  and  a  diligeoce  to 
Turin.  (Inai:  1'Ours  ie  dirty  and 
dMr  ;  FoBt«  :  ^  renaion  Joiiboia  — 
—Tablet  d'hote  at  II  a.u.  and  8  p.u.) 
Like  that  at  Cormayeiir  (tliou^h  sery 
inferior  to  it),  ita  cbiefsapport  19  from 
the  peasLonnairCB,  who  »ta_v  U>  talce 
th«  waters  of  ita  mineral  aprings  1 
these  at  St.  Uidier  ara  hot,  having  a 
lemperature  of  92°  of  Fahrenheit  in 
tiie  baths,  but 

Between     t] 
■pring*  there  t 

(lows,  the  source  01  lis  name,  jrre 
St.  Didier  :  these  are  sheltered  by 
the  base  of  the  Cramont,  and  by  the 


.^^ 


and     the 


which  overhang  the  source  of  the 
mineral  waters,  and  form  one  side  of 
a  deep  inacoessible  gulf,  through  which 
the  torrent  from  Uie  glaciers  nf  the 
Suitor  and  the  Little  SL  Bernard 
forces  ila  way. 

The  hot  spring  lies  up  this  gulf 
almost  as  far  as  it  is  accesdbte;  from 
this  spot  it  ia  led  through  tubes  lo  a 
building  niched  in  beneBth  the  preci- 
pices. TVilbin  a  few  years,  however, 
this  has  been  deserl«d  for  baths,  to 
which  the  water  is  now  conducted,  in 
the  meadow,  where  a  rather  elegant 
■tructure  haa  been  raised — PaTiUon, 
as  it  is  here  called.  It  has  been  built 
at  the  expense  of  the  province  of 
Aoata,  as  a  decoy  to  the  royal  tamily 
to  make  it  a  place  of  their  frequent 
resort.  To  this  a  wing  bag  been 
lately  added,  which  contains  new  baths 
for  the  public,  which  are  more  conve- 
nient than  the  old;  and  there  are 
several  houses  in  the  village,  where, 
for  very  moderate  charges,  bed  and 
board  may  be  obtained. 

The  Eino  of  Mont  Blnae  from  the 
meadows  if  a  glorious  soene;  and, 
from  beneath  the  precipices  near  the 
souroe,  magniSceat  foregrounds  may 
be  obtiLlned. 

The  road  which  leads  bj  the  valley 
above  the  gorge  at  the  springs  of  St, 
Didier,  and  to  the  Little  St.  Bernard, 
is  a  Bleep  tigxag.  presentioff  at  each 


turn  new  and  striking  scenes  of  the 
valley  below,  and  of  Mont  Bluic  On 
reaching  the  level  ground  above,  that 
overhangs  tbe  deep  rift  in  the  moon- 
tain,  through  which  the  branch  1^  the 
Doire  from  La  Tuiile  bursts  trough 
into  the  plain  of  St  Didier,  tbe  scene 
is  fine.  It  borders  a  pine  forest,  of 
which  some  vast  old  trunks  hang  over 
the  precipices,  and  help  to  oonoeal  Uie 
deep  torrent  which  roars  in  its  course 
beneath. 

Up  through  this  forest 

leads   to   the   Oromont,   a  .    

which  no  visitor  to  St.  Didier  or  Cor- 
mayenr  should  fail  to  make,  if  the 
weather  be  favourable,  for  no  spot  in 
tbe  Alps  will  afford  bim  so  fine  a 
view  of  Uont  Blanc,  or  a  more  glo- 


,  steep  pati) 


Tbe  ascent  up  the  fiH«st  to  reach 
the  Cramont  lies  for  an  hour  amidst 
tbe  pines,  then,  emerging  into  fine 
pastursgee,  the  path  leads  up  through 
several  clusters  of  chilets)  at  the  last 
of  these  it  is  usual  to  leave  the  mutes, 
if  any  have  been  employed,  to  await 
tbe  return  of  the  traveller.  The 
opening  scenes  of  the  valley  below, 
as  he  rises,  excite  and  encourage  his 
efforts  to  attain  the  summit,  which  is 
usually  accomplished  in  4  hours  from 
S  .  Didier ;  the  chief  dltficullies  lie  in 
the  extreme  smoothness  of  the  sward, 
and  the  steepness  of  the  slope,  which 
make  tiie  footing  insecnre;  and  much 
time  is  lost  by  slipping  back,  parti, 
cularly  over  some  of  the  rounded 
knoUs,  where  the  eSbct  of  looking 
hack  is  enough  to  make  the  unprac- 
tised traveller  shudder,  for  the  gi^^und 
is  seen  to  cut  abruptly  against  some 
objects  in  tbe  valley  thousands  of  feet 
below,  with  as  impressive  an  etiect  as 
if  it  were  the  ledge  of  a  precipice  of 
that  depth,  over  which   a  slip  would 

Srecipitale  the  shriijung  observer. 
Fearer  the  top,  however,  the  footing 

have  burrowed  and  loosened  the  soil, 
and  traces  of  these  imim^lN  are  fiinnd 
even  to  the  summit. 

The  highest  point  of  the  Cramcmt 
ia  the  outward  edge  of  a  larn  flat 
mass  of  rock,  dipping  towards  tbe 
Cramont  about  aO°;  the  n^^er  end  of 


Pie^-  i  Savcy.       route  114,— uttle  at.  bebitabd. 

Uiia  misB  actunlly  orerhanga  the  rocks  | 
below,  BO  that  a  stone  dropped  from  | 
it  would  f&U  perpendicularly  hundred*  . 
of  feet,  and  then  striking  the  preci-  | 

EitooB  ndes  of  the  mounlain,  would 
Dund  into  the  abjss  beneath,  broken  , 
into  thousands  of  frsgraents.  This 
experiment  is  generally  practised  by 
visitors,  who  witness  the  motion  given  | 
to  the  stones  in  the  channels  below, 
and  hear  ivith  astonishment  the  roar 
which  ascends  {tojh  the  commotion  ' 
and  disturbance.  In  this  savage  hol- 
low chamois  are  oft^  scon. 

Hence  the  whole  of  the  enormous 
masg  of  Moat  Blanc  is  open  to  the 
observer:  midway  of  its  height  (for 
the  hei^t  of  the  Cramont  is  BOSI 
and  that  of  Mont  Blanc  6500  English 
feet  above  the  peak  of  the  Cramont), 
from  the  peaks  which  bound  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne  to  those  of  the  Grand 
Jorssse,  every  aigpiille  and  glacier 
through   this  vast  hue  of  nearly  30 


Towards  the  Great  St  Bernard  Ihe 
course  may  be  traced  of  the  path 
which  leads  by  >he  pass  of  the  Ser«na 
from  the  bead  of  uie  valley  of  Aosta 
to  St.  Remy.  The  hospice  cannot  be 
seen,  but  the  Mont  Velan  and  the 
Combein  are  seen  beyond  it. 

All  visitors  to  the  Cramont,  who 
have  seen   it  in  favourable  weather, 

rak  of  it  with  rapture ;  and  Saussure 
s  records  his  second  visit  there: — 
'^  Nous  passamefl  Irois  heures  sur  OQ 


'1 J  y  CI 


voyage,  ei 


ma  vie  dans  lesnuelles  j'ai  goule  les 
plus  grands  plaisirs  que  puisscnt  don- 
ner  la  contemplation  et  Vetude  de  la 


miles  IS  seen,  within 
lying  like  a  picture  before  the  ob- 
server from  the  Cramont.  The  depths 
of  the  Ailee  Blanche  are   concealed 


ich  may  be  considered  the  western 


i; 


theCi 

Towards  the  N.R  and  E.  the  Val 
d'Aoata  presents  a  beantifld  portion 
of  the  panorama.  The  mountains 
which  bound  it  sweep  down  to  the 
Doire,  aad  leave  between  tbem  the 
ehanneli  which  are  the  courses  of  its 
affluent*.  In  the  valley  the  Doire 
appears  like  a  thread  of  silver.  Look- 
ing &.E.,  directly  down  the  line  of 
Mcent  to  the  Cramont.  the  Camp  of 
Prince  TboniBs,  and  liia  tid>le-Und 
above  tie  precipices  of  the  valley  of 
lia  Tnille,  appear  to  be  immediately 
beoea^.  Above  and  beyond  it  lies 
the  enormous  glacier  of  the  Buitor, 
one  of  the  finest  objects  vrithin  the 
tiew:  this  is  connected  with  the  gla- 
ciers at  the  head  of  the  valleys  of 
Co^e,  the  Savaranche,  and  the  Gri- 

Towards  the  S.  is  the  paw  and 
plain  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard,  guarded 


ith  great  speed 
over  me  dry  grass. 

The  traveller  who  proposes  to  make 
a  visit  to  the  Cramont  a  part  of  his 
day's  journey  Co  St.  Maurice,  should 
start  very  early,  and  direct  that  Iba 
mules,  if  he  take  any,  should,  from 
where  he  left  ^em,  be  sent  across  th« 
pasturages,  to  chalets  which  lie  in  his 
way  to  the  village  of  La  Balme.  He 
will  thus  gain  time  in  ascending  the 
valley,  though  the  descent  to  the 
bamfel  of  Evolina,  down  a  sleep  and 
rugged  padi  over  loose  stones,  is  very 
tWdguing. 

La  Balme  is  in  the  valley,  about  an 
hour's  walk  ^»ve  where  the  path 
up  through  the  forest  leads  to  the 
Cramont;  and  there  is  no  object  of 
interest    missed    between    the    two 

A  little  above  La  Balme  tlw  torrrait 
is  crossed,  and  a  path  winds  steeply 
up  on  the  mountain  side)  it  heme 
impracticable  in  llie  depth  of  the  val- 
ley, which  is  here  a  ravine,  to  form  a 
road.  This  la  carried  on  the  right 
bank  to  a  great  height  above  the  bed 
of  the  torrent.     There  are  o<xsaBional 

rps  offered  of  the  river,  and  there 
one   of  partlcnlu'  interest — it  is 
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where  the  atalanches  whii:h  descend 
from  theCruDont  f^  iaUi  the  ravine, 
Hometimes  in  sach  quantity  that  the 
anox  remains,  under  the  ghaduK  of 
the  mountaic,  uomelted  fur  the  year. 
ThiB  ia  the  apot,  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  have  most  carefully  ex- 
amined into  the  subject,  where  Han- 
nibal and  his  army,  in  their  descent 
from  the  Alps,  found  the  road,  by 
which  they  could  have  descended 
into  the  T^ley,  destroyed.  The  road 
formerly  iay  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
liver.      Within  Ihese   60  years,  the 

Esent  road,  lo  avoid  Ihia  liability, 
been  made  on  the  other  side,  high 
above  all  risk  from  such  an  accident. 

Not  &r  from  this  spot  the  road 
turns  abruptly  to  the  I.,  and  the  Alpine 
bridge  and  village  of  La  Tuille,  and 
the  glacier  of  the  Builor,  open  upOD 
the  traveller.  The  bridge  is  crossed, 
and  wine  and  refreshment  may  be  ' 
found  in  the  little  auberge  of  La  Tuille. 

A  short  way  above  La  TuilJe  the 
Btresjn  from  the  glacier  of  the  Ruit«r 
may  be  crossed,  and  a  path  taken  to 
descend  into  the  Talley  of  Aosla,  bj 
some  beautiful  pasturages, and  (hrough 
a  forest  that  overhangs  the  precipices 
above  St.  Didier,  whenQe  the  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  is  inferior  only  to  that 
from  the  Cramont.  Aftec  crossing 
the  Camp  of  Prince  Thomas,  the  path 
descends  down  the  steep  mountain 
side  on  the  Tt.  bank  of  the  Doire.  It 
is  nearly  in  this  course  that  the  Sar- 
dinian government  contemplates  the 
formation  of  a  good  road  over  the 
Little  St.  Bernard,  to  connect  the 
Pays  d'Aosta  with  the  Tarentaise. 

Prom  La  TuiJle  the  road  ascends 
rapidly  lo  Pont  Serrant— Ihe  last  vil- 
lage towards  the  Little  St  Bernard — 
and  after  crossing  a  very  deep  ravine 
over  a  wooden  bridge,  a  striking  scene, 
and  pasting  tlie  vUTage,  the  road  be- 
comes more  steep,  but  presents  little 
interest  except  to  the  geologist.  About 
'2  hrs.  above  Pont  Serrant  the  col  is 
reached— a  fine  pnsturaee  on  a  plain 
abont  a  league  long  and  faloague  wide, 
bomided  on  the  L  by  the  Belvedere 
and  the  Vallaisan,  and  on  the  rt  by 
the  Belle-fitce,  at  the  fbot  of  which 
jnountain  lies  a  Uttle  lake— Uie  Vernai, 


which  ia  lel^  in  its  deep  basin  on  the 
n.,  in  ascending  to  the  Col  of  the 
Little  St  Bernard. 

After  passing  the  ruina  of  Bome 
mural  dcttmces  thrown  up  during  the 
War  of  the  Kevolution,  when  France 
and  Sardinia  struggled  for  possession 
of  these  summits,  the  road  enters  npon 
the  plain,  and  the  traveller  sees  before 
him,  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the 
plain,  the  hospice  lately  rebuilt. 

On  the  plain,  however,  there  &re 
objects  of  high  antiquity.  A  circle  of 
stones  on  the  highest  pom  t  of  the  plain 
bears  still  the  name  of  the  Cirque 
d'AnnibaL  The  stones  are  rude 
masses,  varying  in  size,  none  very 
large;  they  are  about  10ft  apart,  and 
the  circle  measures  nearly  260  yds. 
round.  The  tradition  is,  tliat  Hanni- 
bal here  held  a  council  of  war.  That 
be  staid  on  the  summit  of  the  AJpa, 
and  waited  for  his  stragglers,  ia  an 
historical  fact ;  and,  independent  of 
other  and  abundant  evidence,  no  plain 
on  the  summit  of  any  other  of^  the 
Alpine  passes  is  so  well  adapted  for 
the  encampment  of  his  army  as  this. 
.  Near  to  the  circle  there  ia  a  column 
standing,  the  Colonne  de  Joux,  sup- 
posed to  be  of  Celtic  origin.  It  is 
nearly  20  ft.  high,  and  3fL  in  diameter- 
It  is  composed  of  Cipollino,  a  variety 
of  marble  which  abounds  in  the  Cra- 
mont About  IJ  m.  from  the  Colonne 
de  Joux  is  the 

Soapioe,  situated  at  the  S.W.  ex- 
tremity of  the  plain.  Here  some 
brethren  of  the  Hospice  of  the  Groat 
St.   Bernard  administer   hospitality  ; 

resides  here.  4  or  5  dogs  of  the  St, 
Bernard  breed  are  kept  here.  The 
expenses  of  the  hospice,  which  affords 
very  tolerable  accommodadon,  are  de- 
Ihiyed  by  the  commune  of  Aosta. 

The  Hospice  was  founded  by  St. 
Bernard,  but  nothing  of  its  history  is 

C served.  The  Qreat  St.  Bernard 
.  abeorbed  all  the  interest,  though, 
if  the  veil  of  the  obscure  history  of 
the  Little  St.  Bernard  could  be  re- 
moved, it  would  perhaps  surpass  in 
early  importance  that  of  its  great 
rival  i  for  Celtic  remains  stiU  cxiM 
there,  and  the  foondatioas  of  a  temple 
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conatmcted  of  Roman  brict  are  traced 
on  the  col,  nenr  the  column. 

If  the  trsTeller  determine  to  risit 
the  Belvedere,  and  has  already  viait«d 
the  Cramont,  it  will  be  loo  much  for 
one  day,  and  he  will  do  well  to  sleep 
at  the  hospice,  and  either  ascend  the 
Belvedere  m  the  erening,  or  on  the 
folloinng  morning.  It  is  of  easy  ac- 
complishment :  the  ascent  may  be 
nude  in  on  hoar.  Mont  Blanc,  which 
is  not  seen  from  the  Col  of  the  Little 
St.  Bernard,  ia  from  the  Belvedere  b 
magniiiceDt  object.  The  Tiew  is  uf 
great  extent,  conmunding  the  moun- 
tuns  far  S.  of  the  Tarentsise,  and 
looking  down  upon  enormous  glaciers 
EtreamiDg  into  the  valleys  E.  of  the 
Belvedere  ;  but  the  scenes  are  ter; 
inierior  to  those  discovered  from  the 

From  the  hospice,  the  road  winds 
down  the  mountain  side,  and  in  2  hrs. 
the  traveller  reaches  ^e  village  of 
St.  Germains.  Thence  a  zinag  path 
descends  to  a  stream  called  the  Sieclus, 
which  ia  overhung  at  the  point  of 
passage  by  an  enormous  bank  of 
gypsom,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
Eodie  Blanche.  In  situaUon  it  per- 
fbctly  Bgrscs  with  PoJybius'  account, 
in  the  passage  of  Hannibal,  of  such  a 
rock,  and  the  eTenta  which  occurred 
there.  This  is  one  of  the  chief  points 
of  CTtdence,  and,  taken  with  the 
others,  furnish  a  mass  which  muet 
force  conviction  on  the  minds  of  un- 
pntjudiced  inquirers — that  by  this  pass 
of  ihe  Alps.  Hannibal  entered  Italy. 
General  Helrille.  in  his  examination, 
the  basis  of  I)e  Luc's  treatise  ;  Wick- 
ham  and  Cramer  from  their  researches ! 
«nd  Brockedon  from  bis  repeated 
visits  ;  all  travellers  in  the  Alps,  who 
have  examined  the  other  passes  also, 
in  reference  t«  this  qneslion,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  on  this 
line  only  can  the  narrative   of  Foly- 


cimt  road  by  the  Beclns  is  avoided, 
from  its  constant  exposnre  to  destruc- 
tion by  &ll8  from  the  Mont  de  Scea. 


village  of  Scez  (Bte.  113]  and  thence 

Boarg  St.  Maaricf.  Inn ,-  H.  des 
VoyageurH,  chez  Mayat,  good. 

M^det  are  kept  here  :  there  is  no 
tariff,  but  the  charge  is  9  tr.  over  the 
Little  St.  Bernard  to  Cormayeur,  and 
Sfr.rr-— '  ■         '        ■■■ 


with  a 


pour-boire  to  the  boy  who  bringB  it 
back.    Here  are  no  side-saddles,  but 

fortable  seat  for  a  lady. 


16  le 

.rs.  W  St.  Mar- 
tin. A  voiturJer  takes  6  hra.  thither, 
including  stoppages.  Post-horses  from 
Geneva  to  St.  Martin,  thence  to 
Cbamouny,  in  a  light  char,  in  4A  hrs. 

The  Sardinian  postmaster  charges 
5^  fr,  as  compensation  for  allowmg 
vettnrino  horses  ic  be  used  between 
Geneva  and  Sallenches.  Crowds  of 
voituriers  loiter  aboat  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  principsJ  inns  of  Geneva 
ready  to  start  at  a  minute's  notice  for 
Chamouny,  or  any  other  escuTsion 
upon  which  the  traveller  may  deter- 
mine. Few  travellers  take  their  own 
carriages  from  Geneva  tc  Chamouny. 
A  light  carriage  with  a  pair  of  horses, 
to  take  4  persons,  may  be  hired  for 
40  fr.  to  go  to  SaUenches  or  to  St. 
Martin,   where    another   and   lighter 

persons  to  Cbamouny.  In  Savojr  the 
charges  are  regulawd  by  tartly  and 
imposition  is  immediately  punished 
npon  complaint  to  the  Syndic. 

If  the  traveller  have  a  carriage,  and 
intend,  after  visiting  Chamouny,  to 
cross,  by  the  T^te  Noire  or  Col  de 
Balme,  to  Martigny,  on  Qte  way  to 
the  Simplon,  he  should  direct  his  car- 
be  forwarded   to  Martigny, 


from    Genev 
there. 

The  passport  must  be  vis^  by  the 
Sardinian  minister  at  Laasanne,  or 
consul  at  Geneva,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Chamouny. 

Geneva  is  left  for  Chamouny  by 
the  Grande  Place  and  new  quarter  on 
rS 
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the  rite  of  the  leTcUed  Porta  de  Bire. 
For  aome  miles  Uie  rood  is  lined  with 
■teat  viJUa  and  gardens. 

i  Cheaoe  is  a  very  Imige  villgm  on 
the  Seime— one  of  the  Imvest  vilUgeB 
in  the  republic.  The  roul  offers  gome 
fine  liewB  of  the  1.  Vuirons,  rt  Mont 
S&l^ve,  the  picturesque  red  Chateau 
de  Momex,  and  the  rang;e  of  the  Jura. 
Soon  after  leavio);  Cbesne,  the  road 
crosses  alittleatreun,  the  Foron.  which 
1ms  its  source  Ln  tb«  Voirons,  and  u  the 
boundary   of  the   canton  of  Geneva, 


;ion  of  tlie  ^rdinltui  douane.  Here 
the  greatest  cirility  is  shown  if  the 
pasaport  be  n>  renit ,-  and  no  search 
or  trouble  is  given  about  baggage  in 
passing  this  frontier  of  the  ^nnnian 
states.  On  the  first  ristng  ground  be- 
yond, the  ifole,  a  conical  mountain,  is 
seen  in  all  its  height,  ^SM  feet,  partly 
concealing  the  only  hollow  in  the 
range  of  mountains  beyond,  bywbich 
tbe  course  to  Chamouny  lies, 

Beyond  Anuemasse  the  road  runs 
up  the  valley  of  the  Arve.  in  which 
the  bl&nched  stones  marie  by  their 
breaddi  how  furious  the  river  most 
be  after  storms.  A  new  road,  well 
engineered,  and  a  handsome  lofty 
bndge,  e^t  the  passage  of  the 
Menoge,  nearly  on  a  level,  avoiding 
the  arduous  deiwent  and  ascent  of  Che 
old  road.  It  next  passes  over  an  ele- 
vated plsin,  and  soon  reaches 

3  The  village  of  Nangy.  A  little 
beyond  there  are  some  ruins  on  the 
right;  aod,  after  passing  Contamines, 
are  seen  those  of  the  Chateau  of  Fau- 
cigny,  that  gives  its  name  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Faacigny.  The  road  now 
passes  so  near  to  the  Mole,  that  this 
mountain  is  an  imposing  and  beautiful 
object.  Upon  it  an  obelisk  has  been 
built — one  of  the  points  in  a  trigono- 
metrical survey  of  Savoy,  Beyond 
Contamines  the  road  declines.  The 
mountains  which  bound  the  Arve  pre- 
sent a  bold  aspect,  and  the  entrance  is 
striking,  through  an  avenue  of  trees,  to 

5  Bonnmilt — (/mu  ;  Couronne;  Ba- 
lances.) This  is  a  good  mid-day  halt- 
ing-pluie,  after  a  drive  of  Sj  or  4 
houra  Aom  Geneva. 


This  is  the  chief  place  in  the  pro- 
1 —  .<T- — :__.    ^j  jj  jn  jji^  diocese 
a  prefectore.     Its 


present  they  do  not  exceed  1300. 

At  the  end  of  the  atone  bridge, 
bnilt  17^,  ov«r  the  Arve,  is  a 
Column  erected  in  honour  of  Carlo 
Felice,  and  in  eratitude  fbr  hia  hav- 
ing added  to  the.  seeurity  of  their 
town  by  the  formation  of  strong  em- 
bankioenta,  to  restrain  the  furiont 
Arve.  It  is  snnnounled  by  a  statue 
of  the  King,  and  is  95  feet  high. 

The  bridge  is  crossed  in  pursuing 
the  route  to  Cluses.  On  the  left  (he 
Mole  is  flanked,  and  the  road  lies  be- 
tween the  base  of  this  mountain  and 
the  Mont  Brezon,  the  range  that  on 
the  right  bounds  the  val&y  of  tbe 
Arve,  which  is  here  rich  in  culti- 
vation. The  road,  after  some  time, 
undulates,  and  passes  through  the 
viiWes  of  Vaugier  and  Scionuer;  be- 
yond the  tbrroer  the  valley  widens 
where  the  Arve  is  joined  by  the 
Giffrei  a  torrent  that  descends  &om 
the  Buet.  flows  through  the  vaUey  of 
Samoens,  and  by  the  town  of  "ttia- 
ninges,  thm,  jcdiung  die  Biase,  below 
St.  Joire,  enters  uie  valley  of  the 
Arve  at  Font  Marigny. 

The  road  oontinues  dose  under  the 
BreiOD  until  its  precipices  fronn  over 
tbe  route  near  Cluses.  Here,  crossing 
the  Arve,  on  a  stone  bridge,  it  enlen 
the  town  of  Cluses,  turns  abnipUy  to 
the  right,  and  passes  between  vast 
mountains,  through  a  defile,  in  which 
Cluses  is  built,  and  tbe  passage  of 
which  it  entirely  commands. 

CIhhi  {/nns/  Parfaite  Uniont  Ecn 
de  France),  an  old  (own  8  leagua 
from  Geneva.  It  was  almost  entirely 
burnt  down  in  1843,  but  is  being  re- 
f  the 

a  from  a  furnace-blast  bellows,  ui 
to  foment  this  and  other  like  o>»flagra- 
tions  from  which  Clnses  hae  suffered 

The  population  is  about  ISOO.  A 
large  proportion  of  these  are  em- 
ployed in  watchmaking,  for  which 
this  ^wn  has  been  oelebratad  above  a 
centuiy.     They   prepare    manwtmtt. 
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wolchea  in  &  ron^h  0t«te,  fbr  the 
walchmakera  in  GeneT«  KoA  ia  Ger- 
m»ny.  SOjears  ago,  above  1400  per- 
u>DB  ware  thas  emplovcd  in  Closes, 
MaeJan,  Scioniier,  and  other  villages 
in  ue  ne^hbourhuod;  of  these  above 
1000  persons  were  employed  at  Closes. 
For  so  retired  a  spot,  its  relation  vritb 
eommercial  men  is  extraordinary. 
Their  early  habits  of  bosiness.  and 
fitness  for  conducting'  it.  have  led  to 
the  establishment  of  many  natives  of 
Cluaes  in  AUace,  at  Augsburg,  Stras- 
Ixwrg,  and  l.yona,  aa  bankers  and 
manofaclnrers.  The  town  is  miser- 
able enough  in  appearance, and  excites 
Dot  the  least  gugpioion  that  rich  men 
were  ever  bom  there. 

On  leaving  Clnsea,  the  road  is  car- 
ried through  the  defile  on  the  borders 
of  tbe  river,  and  beneath  grand  Al- 
pine precipicea.  The  valley  is  very 
narrow,  nearly  all  the  way  to  Maglan, 
and,  in  some  places,  Che  road  ia  strait- 
ened in  between  the  river  and  the 
bases  of  precipices,  which  actually 
overhang  the  traveller.  The  banks 
'e  well  woorled,  and  the 


scenery  is 


.s  beantiful  u 


fore  arriving  at  Maglan,  the  pre- 
oipices  oo  Che  left  retire  a  little,  form- 
ing ui  amphitheatre,  which  ia  filled, 
nearly  half-way  up,  with  the  debris  of 
the  moimtain.  AC  the  top  of  this 
talus,  80O  tiset  above  the  valley,  Uie 
Qrtitto  of  Balmt  is  seen,  to  which  a 
mule-path  leads,  which  is  undistin- 
guishabie  below.  At  a  little  but  in 
tbe  hamleC  of  Ia  Balme,  mules  are 
kept  for  a  visit  to  the  grotto  i  and 
whilst  these  are  getting  ready,  limcm- 
ads  ganevse,  and  o^er  lemptatians  to 
the  thirsty  traveller,  are  oOered. 

Those  wbo  intend  to  go  on  to  Cha- 
Bioimy,  should  not  waste  any  time 
here;  for  2  hours  are  eonaomed  in 
seeing  the  cave ;  but  if  the  day's  jour- 
ney l^only  to  St.  Martin  or  Sallencbes, 
tbe  grotto  is  worth  a  visit.  Its  depth 
is  great:  it  enters  the  mountain  more 
than  1800  fbetj  but  the  view  from  it, 
owing  to  the  narrowness  of  tbe  valley, 
is  limited.  The  peaks,  however,  of 
Uont  DoorOD,  seen  on  the  other  side 
of  tbe  valley,  are  renuAably  fine  in 


A  little  beyond  La  Balme,  those 
who  are  amaleors  of  pure  water  may 
taste  from  a  spring  which  bursts  out 
close  to  the  road  io  large  volume. 
Saussnre  conjectured  that  it  might  be 
the  embouchure  of  the  channel  which 
empties  the   lahe    of   Flaine,    in   the 

Maglan  lies  below  the  lofty  moun- 
tains on  the  ri^C  bank  of  the  Arve; 
tbe  commune,  whiob  ia  str^^ling, 
contains  nearly  as  many  inhabitants 
asCloses, — they,  too,  are  distinguished 
for  their  establishment  in  foreign 
conntriea.  Beyond  Maglan  the  same 
character  of  scenery  prevails,  but  the 
valley  widens.  About  1^  league  be- 
yond Maglan,  the  road  passes  close  to 
one  of  the  highest  walerfalla  in  Savoy, 
that  of  Xant  d'Arpenat ;  the  stream  is 
small,  and  before  it  reaches  half  its 
first  descent  it  ia  broken  into  spray, 
yet  its  shape  is  very  graceful,  end 
a^r  being  nearly  dissipate  and  dis- 
persed over  the  face  of  the  precipice. 
It  reforms  after  reaching  the  slope  <v 
talus  of  soil  and  stones  which  it  has 
brought  down,  and  rushing  across  tbe 
road  Beneath  a  bridge,  it  flowa  into 
the  Arve.  The  rock  of  brown  lime- 
atone,  from  which  it  descenda,  is  re- 
markable for  its  tortuouB  stratifica- 
tion, forming  a  vast  curve,  and  the 
&ce  of  the  rock  is  so  denuded  that 
its  itmcture  is  perfectly  seen.  The 
route  &om  Geneva  ia  so  much  fre- 

Suented  by  strangers  in  tbe  sesaon, 
)at  it  is  beset  by  all  sorts  of  vaga- 
bonds, who  plant  Cbemselvea  in  the 
way  openly  as  beggars,  or  covertly 
as  dealers  in  mineral  specimens, 
guides  to  things  which  do  not  require 
their  aid,  dealers  in  echoes,  by  firing 
small  cannon  where  its  reverberation 
may  be  heard  2  or  3  times.  These 
Llle  nuisances  should  be  discounte- 
nanced. 

Between  tbe  fall  of  Arpenaz  and 
8t.  Martin,  the  valley  increases  in 
width,  and  rich  fields  spread  up  the 
base  of  the  Douron  from  Sallcnches; 
the  peaks  of  the  Varens,  which  rise 
nearly  SDOO  ft  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  and  immediately  over  thevillageof 
St.  Martin,  which  now  opens  to  the 
view,  and  shortly  aiux  tlu  (nvellac 
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enters  the  bnatling  /nn-yard  of   the 
HuCel  de  Mont  Bluic. 

Within  a  hundred  yeJda  of  the  inn 
a  brid)^  crosses  the  Arve,  and  leads 
to  the  town  of  gallenchea,  half  a  mile 
from  St.  Martin's.  On  this  bridge 
one  of  tAt  noW«st  vieaa  tn  the  Alpi  is 
presented  of  Mont  Blanc:  the  actual 
distaoce  to  the  peak  is  more  than 
12  miles  in  s  direct  line,  yet  so  sharp, 
and  bright,  and  clear  is  every  part  of 
its  stupendous  mass,  that  the  eye, 
unused  to  such  magnitude  with  wb- 
tinoCness,  is  utterly  deceiTed,  and 
would  lead  one  to  underrate  the  dis' 
tance  by  about  one-third  at  least. 
On  looking  op  the  valley  over  the 
broad  winter-bed  of  the  Ar»e,  how- 
ever, objects  recede,  and  rive  the 
accustomed  impressions  of  distanoe ; 
above  this  rises  the  mountain  of  the 
Forolai,  its  sides  clothed  with  pines. 
and  its  summit  witJi  pasturage.  Over 
these  are  seen  the  Aiguille  do  Guut£, 
the  Dome  de  Goilte,  and  the  head 
of  the  loftiest  moonttun  id  Europe 
■  ridges  of  aig 
s  of  these  filled  with  gla- 
ciers. This  one  view,  the  first  usually 
eqjoyed  by  travellers  from  Eugland  to 
C&amouny,  is  so  impressive  as  lu  be 
generally  aekoowledged  a  sulScient 
reward  for  the  journey, 

Sallenchm  {ftms:  Bellevue,  clean; 
d'Angleterre),  about  36  m.  l¥om  Ge- 
neva, is  a  little  town,  containing  about 
2000  Inbab.,  rising  out  of  the  ashes 
of  one  which  was  totally  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Good  Friday,  1840.  It  broke 
out  while  everybody  was  at  chunth, 
and  thus  rot  a-head  before  it  was 
observed.     Many  lives  were  lost. 

At  St  Martin,  or  Sallenches,  chars, 
mules,  and  guides  far  Chamouni  are 
f<>und  in  abundance.  A  char  to  Cha- 
mouni  (without  return)  costs  IS  frs.; 
with  2  horses  18  frs.  Postillion, 
pour-boire,  2  fra.  eitra.  The  tarif 
should  be  consulted;  it  is  the  same  in 
both  places. 

The  roads  hence  to  Chamouni  are 
practicable  only  fbr  light  and  narrow 
ohars;  in  some  places  they  are  very 
HWep,  rough,  and  stony,  and  though 
the  liistance  is  only  44  leagues,  it 
take*  up  aa  many  hoars, 


The  pedestrian  who  intends  to  Tisit 
Chamouny  and  return  W  Geneva  is 
advised  to  go'from  St  Martin  np  the 
right  bank  of  the  Arve  to  Chede, 
Servox,  and  Chamouny,  and  return 
by  the  Col  de  Forclat,  and  the  Batbs 
of  at  Gervais,  If,  however,  the  tra- 
veller should  not  intend  to  return  by 
the  valley  of  the  Arve,  the  most  agree- 
able approach  to  Chamouny  &om  St 
Hartin  is  by  Sallenches,  atid  (he 
Batbs  of  8t  Oenais  to  Chede. 

[From  Sallenches  the  distanoe  along 
a  level  road  to  the  baths  is  a  good 
league,  and  an  agreeable  drive,  rrom 


laltey  of  H^lan.  Near  the 
Baths  of  Sf.  Genaw  the  road  turns 
abruptly  on  the  right  into  the  gorge 
of  the  Bon  Nant  a  stream  which 
descends  froai  the  Bon-homme.  At 
the  upper  extremity  of  a  little  level 
spot,  a  garden  in  the  desert  are  the 
bath,  the  houses  an  paoithn,  for  lodg- 
ing and  boarding  the  invalids  who 
retire  to  this  delicious  spot,  and  find, 
in   their   absence   from    '* "       "' 


»   of    J 


loty 


which 


ind  and  t 
eneigies;  the  credit  of  this  is,  bow- 
erer,  given  to  the  waters,  which  are 
at  lOS"  temperature;  the  heat  of  Bath 
with  the  qualities  of  Harrowg&te; 
Ihey  contain  iron  and  sulfur.  In 
the  Journals  of  an  Alpine  Traveller, 
he  sajs,  on  leaving  St  Martin'a, — 

"  Went  in  a  (Aar-i-banc,  a  sort  of 
carriage  Uke  a  sofa  placed  oo  wheels, 
to  the  baths  of  St  Gerrais.  This  ii 
,  so  little  out  of  the  usual  route,  by 
CbSde,  and  so  pleasant  a  deviation, 
that  all  visitors  to  Chamouny  should 
'  go  or  return  by  it;  it  is  a  little  foiry 
spot,  in  a  beautiful  valley,  where  ex- 
cellent accommodation  may  be  had 
!  enpeniion-  hot  mineral  baths  for  the 
I  sick,  and  delightful  walks  around  thii 
I  little  paradise  for  the  convalescent 
[  At  the  back  of  the  house,  a  little  way 
,  up  the  glen,  there  is  a  fine  cataract) 
I  and  one  of  the  pleasures  of  this  place 
is  its  solitude,  amidst  scenes  so  Beau- 
tiftil  and  wild,  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  it  without  a  guide."  ■*  The 
I  views  from  St  Qerraia  ai«  very  fine. 
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The  glen  19  a  ctd-de'sao-  there  ia  do 
leaviDg  it  upward;  it  is  neceaaary  to 
return  to  the  entrance,  where  two 
roEuls  branch  off— one,  very  sleep, 
leads  up  to  St.  Gervais,  a  beuutiful 
vUIm^  io  the  Val  Montjote,  through 
irbich  the  Bon  Nant  m>wB,  until  it 
falls  into  the  gulf  behind  the  baths; 
aboTe  SL  Gervda,  this  road  oontinues 
through  the  villages  of  Bionay  and 
Tresae  to  Contamines,  and  the  pass  of 
the  Bon-homiue.    (Ble.  1<8.) 

The  oAer  road  at  the  entranoe  of 
the  glen  of  the  baths  of  St.  Gervais, 
after  skirting  a  little  way  the  mnim- 
tain  baae  below  the  Forclaz,  leads 
across  the  mlley  of  the  Arve,  and 
falls  into  the  shorter  road  by  Paasj  to 
ChMe.] 

The  valley  of  the  Arve  above  St. 
■  Hartin  and  Sallenthes  spreads  out 
into  a  wide  Sat  plain,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  dniTQed  loke-baain.  In- 
describably magnificent  views  open 
out  from  time  to  time  all  the  way  to 
Servoz.     At  the  little  hamlet  of 

ChSde,  the  road  steeply  ascends 
above  the  broad  plain  of  the  Arve. 
Near  to  Chede  there  is  on  the  letl  a. 
fine  cascade,  which  travellers,  who 
start  at  5  A.M.  for  Chamouny,  gene- 
rally visit  for  the  saJie  of  the  beautiful 
iris  that  then  plays  over  it 

After     attaining 


TV" 


wi(£in   a  very  short  period, 

little  lake,  the  Lac  da  Chede-  in  which, 

Bummit  of  Mont  Blanc,  towering  over 
the  lower  range  of  mountains,  was 
reflected;    this  was  one  of  the  little 


"  lions" 


)   Cha- 


:  but  a  i&dele  of  black  mud 
:shas  descended  and  filled  it, 
uid  die  lake  of  Cfaede  is  no  more. 

The  beggars  along  the  whole  of  the 
rood  are  very  numerous,  and  here- 
aboDla  the  traveller  will  find  them 
pestilent. 
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Fe  to  cross  the  bed  of  a  wild 
.  which  is  apt  ia  cover  the 
road,  after  every  severe  alorm,  with 
rubbish,  and  to  alter  its  direction  to 
those  who  ftiDow.  From  this  wild 
spot  there  is  a  descent  throngh  a 
foreat  to  the 

Village  of  Servoz,  where  is  an  An, 
offering  very  tolerable  accommoda- 
tion and  refreshments,  tresh  eggs, 
milk,  butter,  and  honey,  from  Cha- 
mouny, to  travellers.  Here  the  horses 
of  the  chars  are  nsuaUy  rested. 

Here  the  minerals  of  Mont  Blanc 
are  sold,  hot  they  are  usually  bought 
by  travellers  at  Chamouny,  where  the 
collections  are  larger. 

At  Servo:^,  guides  may  be  had  to 
e  traveller  to  tlie  Baet, 
panorama-commanding 
Mont  Blanc,  and  offer- 
ing a  fine  view  of  the  "Monarch;" 
and,  from  its  elevation,  nearly  10,500 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  a  vast 
extent  of  horizon  is  presented,  bounded 
on  the  E.  by  (he  mountains  of  St. 
Gothard!  and  on  the  W.  by  ranges 
which  extend  and  subside  into  Dau- 
phinj;  the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  of 
Anneov  are  partly  seen,  and  the  whole 
line  of  the  Jura  mountains  bounds 
that  part  of  the  horizon. 

The  Buet  is  a  dangerous  mountain 
to  visit  without  a  good  guide ;  the 
fate  of  a  young  Danish  traveller, 
M.  Esohen,  is  stUl  remembered.  He 
perished  in  August,  1800,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  disregarding  the  advice 
of  his  guide. 

The  side  of  Servoi  is  the  best  from 
which  to  ascend  the  Buet;  the  usual 
way  is  to  proceed  up  the  mountain, 
and  sleep  at  some  chalet ;  then  starting 
early,  reach  the  summit  of  the  Buet, 
and  descending  by  the  Yal  Orsine, 
arrive  at  Chamouny  in  the  evening. 

Those  who.  in  returning  to  Geneva, 
would  vary  their  route,  may,  from 
Servoz,  enter  the  Yailey  of  Sict  at  its 
head,  and,  descending  hj  Samoens 
and  Tanninges,  pass  on  the  N.  side 
of  the  Mote,  by  ^t  Jeoire  and  Bail- 
lard,  and  enter  the  high  road  from 
Chamouny  to  Geneva,  near  Nangy. 
(Boole  115a.) 

FiMn  ServOE  tbe  rood,  after  croM- 
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ing  the  tomat  of  (be  Dio»  which 
deiceDdB  from  the  Biwt,  liei  clote 
ander  the  foot  of  the  Bremen,  between 
thU  iDOUiiCaiB  and  the  Arre,  which 
IMUGB  at  PoDt  PeliieieT  from  one  of 
the  finest  gorgea  in  Ui«  Alps.  The 
VBllej  between  thig  bridge  and  Serrox 
wu  once  a  lake,  produced  probably 
bj  a  moualaia  fall  dammiDg  up  tiie 
■nXIsy  of  Ch&wUs,  by  which  the  Arre 
deacenda  lo  the  vallejr  of  SalleDchea. 
Near  the  Font  FeUssier,  on  a  mound, 
■re    Ibv   ruins   of  the   Caitle    of  St. 

Michael. 

AAer  crouing  Font  Peliwier  an- 
other «ery  iteep  and  atonj  ascent 
opposes  the  traveller's  courae,  called 
Ijet  Monteta— the  road  with  difficult; 
labours  up  its  rocky  dope,  and  the 
Arve  rushei  down  it  as  by  a  stair- 
caie  in  <»nilaot  leaps,  in  places  plung- 


<    look 


depth  makes  one  shudder 
down.  Arrived  at  the  top  of  this 
■teep  you  find  yourself  in  an  up- 
per story  of  the  Talley  of  the  Ane. 

From  the  MoDlets,  the  enormous 
mass  of  Mont  Blanc,  now  in  (dose 
proximity,  is  magnifioent ;  hut  the 
sommit  can  no  longer  be  leeni  it  is 
concealed  by  the  vast  Dome  de  Goilte. 

The  course  from  the  Mootela  lies 
through  some  fine  meadows  to  Lea 
Ouch^  Ihe  first  village  in  the  valley. 

Even  from  Lea  Montels,  the  white 
lines  of  glaaiirt  (j  17)  are  seen  tu 
est^nd  themselves  into  the  valley. 
The  first  is  that  of  Taconey,  which  IS 
2  m.  up  1b£  valley  above  Ijes  Ouches: 
it  is,  however,  so  mere  a  lino  com- 
pared with  the  vastneas  of  other  ob' 
jects  around,  that  the  traveller  never 
fiuls  to  be  disappointed  in  ils  apparent 
siie.  Numeroua  torrents  are  passed, 
which  deaoend  furiously  from  the 
glaciers  of  Uont  Blanc,  and  cut  deep 
chsnnela,  which  are  diffiouit  to  cross. 
or  to  keep  in  repair  the  passagea  over 
them^tbey  are  disrupted  by  every 
storm.  The  valley  expands  conai- 
dw^bly. 

About  half  a  leagiM  beyond  the 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  Taconey, 
ia  the  huulet  of  Boaont,  and  near  it 
the  glacier  of  that  name,  which  reaohea 
farther  out  into  the  valley  than  any 
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other.  It  ia  a  heantifiil  object  at  a 
distance,  and  deserves  close  examina- 
tion on  account  of  the  purity  of  ili 
ice  and  the  elegant  and  fiuitastic  fonu 
of  its  ice  pyramids — some  otthera,  piD- 
naclea  6u  to  8U  ft.  high,  are  seen  here 
in  peculiar  perfection. 

'A  m.  below  Cbamouny  ia  a  padi 
(rt.)  by  whiiji  you  may  turn  aside 
and  visit  the  Caicailet  det  Pilariu. 
"  In  one  of  these  (he  water,  desoendi^ 
with  prodigious  velointy  throug'h  a 
naturu  and  almost  Tertical  csondnit 
in  the  rock,  meets  with  an  obstade 
which,  giving  it  a  sudden  check, 
causes  it  to  gush  forward  and  upward, 
thus  forming  a  parabolic  arcfa  of  ain- 
gnlar  beauty,  especially  at  the  season 
or  under  circuDuUnces  of  abundant 
water.  A  diort  da;  ia  only  neces- 
aarj  for  this  intereatuig  eiciirsion." — 
Prof,  ^^oties.  This  ainjfulaT  fail  re- 
minda  one  of  the  jets  represent^  in 
old  prints,  as  coming  from  a  whale's 
noatrils. 

A  little  above  the  f^scier  of  Boa- 
sons  the  Arve  is  crossed,  uid  the 
road  oontiDues  on  its  right  bank.  At 
the  head  of  the  vaUer  is  seen  the 
tibuuer  du  Bois,  the  laniest  in  the 
valley,  the  terminus,  in  bet,  trf'  the 
Mer  de  Glace.  This  lies,  however,  a 
league   beyond  the   vill^e    of  Cha- 
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.  de   Londres 


et.  d'Anfleterrei  one  of  the  best  ap- 
pointed inns  in  the  Alpsi  where  lea 
frflres  Tairrei  malce  capital  pnmaion 
for  the  wants  of  travellers,  especiaDy 
English,  and  much  oon^ort  nill  be 
found,  including  hatha  ^^H.  de  F  U  nion, 
very  good  indeed:  not  at  all  inferior; 
has  bathsi — H.  du  Mont  Blanc  or  de 
la  Couronne.  H.  Boyal,  built  1849, 
beyond  the  bridge^ 

CJiaifet  —  dinner,  9  to  4  franca ; 
breakiast,  1}  to  3  b.;  bed,  1^  to 
a  &«.— The  mineral  warm  balha  ofer 
the  moat  refreahin^  and  agreeaUs 
luxury  after  (he  &tigue  of  mountain 


ChwDouny  is  now  a  Wge  ai 

T,  which  d 
an  English  w 


bustle  of 'ax 
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pendent  of  the  n^nd  white  mass 
of  Uont  Blanc  nnd  its  accompanjiDg 
aig^iUes  and  glainera,  which  are  sub- 
lime, the  mere  vnllej;  (Thai  sohl,  as 
the  Genuans  call  it)  is  not  beautiful; 
it  has  even  a  desolate  air  about  iL 

A  Chapel  for  the  performance  of  the 
English  CK  Senirx  la  about  to  be  bnilt 
bj  MM  Tairrei-Btjkcbed  to  the  H. 
de  Londres ;  but  open  V>  all  visitors  (d 
Chunouny. 

The  village  of  Chamouny,  or  Le 
Prieure,  as  it  is  sometimes  called, 
itma  a  BenedictiDe  convent  esto- 
bliahed  here  about  the  end  of  the 
11th  century,  was  known  eulier  than 
is  generally  imagined.  Tbe  ori^al 
act  for  founding  the  priory  beara  tbe 
seal  of  Count  Aymon,  and  a  reference 
to  "Papa  Urbano"  (Pope  Urbiin  U.), 
which  fixes  tbe  date  between  1083 
and  1099— probably  about  1U90.  The 
giit  which  Hccompanied  this  deed  was 
of  the  Vale  of  Uhamouny,  from  tbe 
Col  de  Balme  to  the  torrent  of  the 
Dioia  near  Servos — about  7^  leagues 
in  length,  by  about  3  in  breadth,  in- 
cluding the  mountain  sides  and  slopes.  . 
From  this  document  the  ori^io  of  the  i 
name  of  Cbamouny  may  be  disco- 
vered. The  words  Campus  Jfuniiiis, 
champ  muni,  or  fortified  field,  come, 
perhaps,  from  its  mountain  boundaries ; 
but  this  name  does  not  occur  after  the 
adoption  of  PrimiTi.  The  documents 
furnish  also  a  history 
gressi''"  -^t '!'■"■'"■■■  -^P  ■• 


inhabitants, 
and  the  occasional  intercourse  of  im- 
portant strangers  with  the  priory. 
The  first  viait  reconied.  of  the  Biahop 
of  Geneva,  within  whose  diocese  Cba- 
mouny lay,  was  in  the  iStb  century; 
when,  after  visitiug  the  abliot  of  Sal- 
lenohea,  he  continued  bis  perilous 
ionmey  to  Chamouny,  where  he  ar- 
riired  as  late  as  Oct.  4,  1443.  He 
was  accompanied  by  the  abbot,  his 
two  otBciatuig  clerical  attendants,  and 
toma  menial  pereons.  Tbe  visiting 
pkTtv  performed  the  journey  on  foot. 
Tbe  firat  knowledge  of  Cbamouny 
was  clearly  not  a  discovery  of  Wynd- 
ham  and  Pooock.  With  Oeneva  and 
with  Germanv  tbe  natives  of  Cha- 
mouny had  long  bad  much  inter- 
eo«i*^  and  th^  fisira,  bald  at  the 


ordoivacaKt  for  estab£shing  these  fairs 
was  granted  by  Philip  of  Savoy,  Comte 
of  Geneva,  and  bears  date  153U,  and3 
years  later  be  gave  permiasioD  for  the 
establishment   of    a    weekly    market, 

Messrs.  Wyndham  and  Pocock'a 
eHcnrsion  to  Cbamouny,  and  their  re- 
port of  it  in  th&^Mercure  de  Saisse,  in 
1741,  aroused  general  attention  to- 
wards these  retired  wilds,  amidst  the 
most  sublime  scenery  in  nature,  and 
at  tbe  foot  of  the  lofUest  mountain  of 
Europe,  whither  thousands  have  since 
made  their  pilgrimage. 

Freviimsly  to  tbe  Italian  Revolution 
of  1 S48,  the  gyides.  malea,  and  all  ai&irs 
connected  with  them  were  regulated 
by  tbe  state,  to  guard  against  abuses 
and  disputes.  They  wore  placed  under 
the  management  of  a  syndic,  who,  as 
guide  m  chef,  appointed  by  the  govern- 
ment, had  a  code  of  laws,  and  tariff  of 
charges,  wbicb  all  must  obey. 

Bj  these  regulations  60  men  were 
enrolled  as  guides,  selected  for  their 
intelligence,  and  the  excellence  of  their 
oertificatcs,  which  bad  been  given  to 
them  by  tbetr  employers  when  satis- 
fied vrith  their  conduct  During  the 
GoovulsTons  caused  by  the  war  m  N. 
Italy  the  asaociation  of  guides  was 
dissolved  and  has  not  since  been  re- 
established. Any  one  may  now  act 
as  guide,  whether  experienced  or  not, 
and  tbe  traveller  has  no  longer  the 
security  of  well-attested  service  to 
prove  the  fitoess  of  those  who  propose 
Co  conduct  him.  Good  and  experi- 
enced guides  are  Jacques  Balmat  and 
David  Coutet. 

Jacques  Balmat  the  elder,  the  most 
daring,  skilful,  and  experienced  of  the 
guides,  was  the  first  who  made  the 
asoent  of  Mont  Blanc  When  he  diB- 
appeared  in  1H3S  he  wa«  TO  years  old. 

to  chase  the  chamois,  parted  from  him 
near  the  Pic  du  Midi,  having  pro- 
posed an  ascent  which  the  other 
thought  too  dangerous;  but  poor 
Jacques  was  f^m  his  youth  a  gold- 
finder;  one  who  believed  that  it  would 
be  possible  to  become  suddenly  rioh 
by  Minh  a  disiMTeiy.    He  always  pre- 
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feired  Co  foUoiv  this  phontasf  rnthei 
than  Kot  at  guide,  and  be  paid  fen 
it  the  forfeit  of  his  life.    The   apo 


pioea  of  th«  Mortjne,  ti 


Anrtlno^  I 


ill  (hit  dLpaindi  Ui*  iptilt, 


1  ■pp«l«, 
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It  IB  imposuble  to  inugine  the 
buatle  and  e^tcitemeiit  of  »  visit  to 
Chamounj.  The  arrival  and  depar- 
ture of  trsvellers,  (he  presenoe  of  the 
ruides  and  their  tales  of  adrentures. 
Hie  plana  tor  tO'day  or  t^-morrottT  the 
weather,  pot  here  the  commonplace 
substitute  for  having  nothing  eue  to 
aay,  but  the  most  important  souroe  of 
enjoyment  or  disappointment  to  the 
traveller.  On  lookiDK  out  in  the 
evening  upon  Mont  Sane,  (Vom  the 
windows  of  the  Hotel  de  Londres, 
with  a  plan  for  to-morrow,  with  what 
Bnxietj  all  indications  of  a  chan^ 
are  watcbedj  how  everybody  is  con- 
suited!  Groups  of  ramblers  arrive 
^'om  Qeoera,  from  the  Vallais,  from 
Piedmont,  or  from  vieite  to  the  snr- 
rounding  points  of  riew!  success  is 
envied—failure  pitied. 

a.  When  cloudy  weather  forbids 
your  thinking  of  excursions  in  which 
a  distant  view  is  the  chief  object,  a 
visit  tA  the  beautiful  and  unique  Cas- 
cade dw  Pterins  (p.  326),  1  hr.  from 
Chamouny,  is  excellent  occupation; 
travellers  should  make  a  point  of  see- 
ine  it:  160  mules  are  maintained  here. 

b.  The  HoBtonvert. — ^This  is  gene- 
rally the  first,  often  the  only  excur- 
sion made  from  Chamoon;,  with  the 
intention  of  returning  to  it.  The  ob- 
jeol  of  this  excursion  is  to  visit  the 
Mer  de  Olace,  the  enormous  glaciers 
whioh  terminate  in  the  Glacier  du 
Bois,  and  the  source  of  the  Arreron, 
in  the  valley  of  Cbamonny.  It  is  a 
mule-road,  and  the  inn  or  pavilion 


on  the  Montanvert   laa-j   be  readied    i 
in  24  hrs.:   to  descend  takes  barelj   I 

2hTS.  I 

To  go  to  the  Montanvert  it  is  or-  I 
cessary  to  cross  the  Arve  and  the  ' 
opposite  meadows,  b;  a  path  whul 
traverses  tile  valley  to  the  foot  of  ihe 
Montanvert,  >^ere  the  path  lisn 
above  the  valley,  through  the  forest 
of  pines  which  skirts  the  base  of  the 
mountain,  in  some  places  very  sleep, 
and  to  ladies,  or  unpractised  travel- 
lers, mounted  on  mules,  apparently 
daiu(erous;  but  as  the  guide  is  in  al- 
ten&nce  in  all  places  of  difficolty, 
and  there  are  reaUy  none  of  danger, 
confidence  is  soon  possessed. 

After  a  scramble  amidst  rocks,  and 
the  roots  of  pines  and  larches,  occa- 
sional openings  among  the  trees  afford 
peeps  into  the  valley,  of  the  Arve  up^ 
and:  down  of  the  Fleg^re  and  Breven 
opposite,  and  mark  the  great  height 
so  r^idly  attained.  Sometimes  crura 
are  crossed— the  channels  of  ava- 
lanches in  the  winter,  which  sweep 
down  everything  in  their  course.     A3 

Eou  mount  higher,  that  gigantic  obe- 
sk  of  granite,  the  A^uiUe  de  I>rQ, 
peers  down  upon  yon  from  above  the 

Sine  -tops,  and  becomes  a  most  striking 
jature  in  the  scene. 
An /nn,  or  Pavilion,  affiirding  sleep- 
ing accommodation  to  a  limited  num- 
ber (3  bed-rooma),  besides  good  fare 
at  moderate  charges,  has  been  built 
on  the  Montanvert.  Prof.  Forbes 
gives  a  good  character  of  the  owner. 
It  has  succeeded  to  the  rude  hut  com- 
posed of  a  boulder  stone  and  dry  wall 
turfed  over,  beneath  which  Saussure 
slept,  and  to  the  regularly  built  cabin, 
called  »  Chateau  de  Bluir,"  train  the 
Englishman  who  erected  it,  17TS-GI. 
The  inn  is  a  good  station  for  visiting 
the  higher  part  of  the  Mer  de  Qlace, 
Jardin,  &c.  ;  although  the  thermo- 
meter Bometimee  sinks  to  39°  Fahr. 
in  SepL  Prof.  Forbes  determined  its 
height  above  the  sea  level  at  6303  ft 
From  the  Montanvert,  the  Mer  de 
Giace  is  seen  to  an  extent  of  2  leagnes 
up  the  valley,  towards  the  Mont  Fe- 
riades  and  the  Algnilles  of  Lechaod, 
on  either  side  of  which  a  branch  con- 
tinues ;  that  oa  the  S.W.  forming  the 
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great  t'acier  of  Tacul,  and  that  on  the 
M.  and  N.E.  the  glaciers  of  Lechaud 
and  Tal^fre.  Tb«  view  of  this  enor- 
tnong  sea  of  ice  is  one  of  (he 
striking  in  these  scenes  of  wonder, 
but  its  great  extent,  from  th< 
size  of  every  object  about  it,  is  verj 
deceptive.  Directly  '  across  the  Mer 
de  Glace  are  some  of  the  fini  '  ' 
those  pionacled  mountains  which 
so  Btnldng  and  peculiar  a  feati 
the  Chamounj'  scenery.  The  ni 
is  the  Aigmlle  de  Dru,  and  still 
further  on  the  rt.  is  the  Aiguille  dn 
Moine.  A  thousand  name^ss 
naclea  pierce  the  clouds  between 
them,  and  seem  to  prop  the  lofliesl 
of  this  stupendous  mass,  which  ia 
the  Aiguille  Veite,  rising  more  than 
13,000  ft.  above  the  lev^  of  the  sea, 
and  nearly  TOOO  ft.  above  the  Mon- 

Those  who  do  not  intend  to  cross 
the  Mer  de  Glace,  should,  at  least, 
descend  upon  it,  to  have  a  just  idea 
of  its  character,  and  should  walk  (ai 
enough  apon  it,  50  or  lOO  yds.,  to  oti- 
serve  close  at  hand  its  beautiful  purity 
and  the  intense  blue  colour  in  the 
crevices,  which  cannot  be  conceived 
when  looking  down  upon  it,  for  the 
stones  and  soil  are  rejected  to  its  sur- 
face, and  thrown  over  at  its  edges, 
forming  what  are  called  the  morainee 
of  the  glacier. 

c.  The  Jordin;— Those  who'wish  to 
cross  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and  visit  the 
Jardin,  on  the  Glacier  de  Talffre,  one 
of  the  most  striking  excuraitma  in  the  whole 
range  of  the  Alps,  should  sleep  at  the 
pavilion,  far,  to  a  fatiguing  day's 
journey,  2^  hrs.  moke  an  important 
addition.  The  accommodation  now 
offered  at  the  pavilion  enables  the 
traveller  to  sleep  comfortably  and 
start  early.  No  person  should  ven- 
ture without  a  guide.  The  great  ob- 
ject of  the  excursion  is  to  enter  more 
into  the  heart  of  Uont  Blanc,  to  pene- 
trate into  its  profound  valleys,  and 
witness  scenes  of  wilder  horrors  and 
more  savage  solitude  ;  and  there  is  no 
excursion  from  Chamouny  that  excites 
these  sublime  emotions  more  power- 
fhlly.  The  guide  should  carry  pco- 
visions   for  tiiia   excursion,   and    in 


&ct  any  other  where  the  visitors  are 
not  numerous  enough  to  insure  an 
establishment  for  refreshment.  Bread 
and  cold  meat,  and  wine,  should  be 
taken  by  the  guide  to  the  Jardin,  the 
Mont  Breven,  the  Chapeau,  and  luch 
other  places  as  he  may  advise. 

The  course  taken,  is  to  foUow  the 
S.W.  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and 
reach  the  base  of  the  Aiguille  de 
Charmoi,  where,  from  there  being 
fewer  crevices,  the  Mer  de  Glace  can 
be  crossed  with  greater  safety.  Seve- 
ral ridgea  of  moramei,  called  aretes, 
which  lie  in  the  direction  of  tbe 
glacier,  are  crossed,  and  that  part  of 
Uie  glacier  called  Lechaud  is  ascended 
a  Utile,  to  attain  the  lower  extremity 
of  that  of  TalSfre,  which  here  presents 
an  awful  appearance,  from  the  disrup- 
tion of  tbe  ice,  and  the  vast  and  wild 
masses  and  pyramids  into  which  the 
glacier  has  broken,  from  its  abrupt 
descent  into  the  glacier  of  Lechaud. 
These  hang  tn  ierrorem  over  tbe  tra- 
veller who  dares  M  approach  them. 

To  pass  these  glaciers  It  is  necessary 
to  climb  tbe  rocks  of  the  Couvercte, 
the  baae  of  the  Aiguille  du  Tsl^fre, 
This,  which  is  difficult  from  iU  exces- 

part  of  the  path  lies  in  alittle  gully 
in  the  rock,  to  climb  over  which,  in 
some  places,  the  hands  are  required, 
as  well  as  tbe  fltet.  This  part  of  the 
passage  is  called  the  EgraletB,  Above 
It,  where  the  path  is  less  steep,  and 
where  there  is  some  herbage,  the  tra- 
veller reaches  ihe  bed  or  level  of  the 
Glacier  du  Talfifre,  which  leads  to  an 
oasis  in  this  desert — an  island  in  the 
ice — ^a  rock  which  is  covered  with  a 
bcoLutifol  herbage,  and  enamelled,  in 
August,  with  flowers  —  this  is  the 
Jardin  of  this  palace  of  nature,  and 
nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  of  such 
a  spot,  amidst  the  overwhelming  sub- 
limity of  the  surrounding  obiacu,  the 
Aiguilles  of  Charmoi,  BletiSre.  and 
the  Geant,  and  the  enormous  glaciers 
of  Tacul  ;  all  vindicate  the  truth  of 
the  poet's  glorious  description, — 


iteof  Tocbf,  in  arobe  ■Takpodj, 
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In  retaming  from  the  Jardin  it  is 
not  necessary  to  descend  by  the  Egra- 
lets  ;  a   iteep  path  leada  down  from 

tile  glacier  of  Tal^f  re  to  the  giaoier  of 
Lechaud,  and  then  b;  t) 
base  nf  the  CharmoE,  ti 


The  journej  from  Chamounjr 
Jarilm  and  back  ma;  be  performed 
in  12  or  13  hrs. — allowing-  2  or  3  hr«. 
Co  rest.  Bji  starting  from  the  Montan- 
Tert  of  course  the  fatigne  will  be 
lesBeneil.  "It  is  one  of  the  grandest 
encursioDS  in  the  whole  range  of  the 
Alps,  and,  owing  to  the  purity  of  the 
atmosphere,  i»  not  so  fatiguing  as  is 
-iQerallj  supposed.  If  the  trareller 
I  not  preesed  for  time,  and  hme  t. 
taate  for  such  sublime  scenes,  he  maj, 
by  sleeping  a  second  time  at  the  Pa- 
vilion, enjoj  these  in  a  high  degree, 
by  exploring,  after  a  descent  frmn  the 
Jardin,  the  apper  paJt  of  the  Mer  de 
Olace  and  the  Glacier  de  I'Echaad  : 
for  this  there  will  be  time  enoogh, 
and  eren  to  make  collections  of  plants 
tad  minerals,  which  are  highly  inte- 
resting 1  the  former  at  the  KgiaietK 
and  on  the  Jardin,  and  the  latter  on 
the  Moraines  of  the  Glacier  of  Tsl^fre 
and  on  the  E.  side  of  the  Mer  de 
Glace.  The  nest  mtfming,  therefore, 
instead  of  returning  by  the  beat«n 
road  to  Chamouny,  the  traveller  may 
explore  the  bases  of  the  Aiguilles  be- 
tween the  Mer  de  Glace  and  Mont 
Blanc,  and  crossing  with  cautioD  the 
Glacier  du  Pelerin,  descending  tron 
the  AiguQle  du  Midi,  he  will  find 
himself  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice 
immediately  overlooking  the  Glacier 
da  Bossona,  not  far  &am  the  point 
where  it  is  crossed,  opposite  tJte 
Grands  Molete,  in  the  ascent  of  Mont 
Blanc  ;  and  here  be  will  have  a  for 
better  idea,  than  from  any  other  ^int, 
of  tJie  real  natnre  of  the  difficulties  to 
be  encountered,  and  the  munificence 
of  the  scenes  to  be  enjoyed,  in  that 
daring  excursion.  A  very  steep  but 
beautiful  descent,  chiefly  over  herb- 
aee,  and  parallel  to  the  course  of  the 
Glacier  da   Bosaona,  will  lead  him 


to  the  valley  of  Chamonny,  2  miks 
below  the  viUage  ;  and  in  passing  he 
may  visit  two  remarkable  Coscmfcs, 
formed  by  the  water  which  descends 
from  the  Glacier,  which  are  littk 
visited,  though  near  the  great  road 
through  the  valley.  "  A  short  day  is 
only  necessary  for  this  interoeting 
excursion."— Pro/.  Forba. 

d.  The  Flegire.—¥raia  the  facility 
with  i^ch  this  mountain  can  be 
ascended,  and  the  admirable  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  which  it  commands,  it  is 
the  one  most  generally  attained  by 
ladies.  It  may  he  accorapllshed  cm 
mules  the  whole  way,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  valley.  The  point 
attained  lies  exactly  owosrile  the  Gla- 
cier du  Bois,  or  Mer  ^  Glace;  and 
from  no  point  are  the  remarkable 
gronp  of  A^illes  which  surronnd 
the  Aiguille  Verte  so  finely  seen.  The 
Montanvert  is  visited  for  the  sake  of 
its  proximity  to  the  Mer  de  Glace  ; 
the  Fleg^re,  to  enjoy  a  view  of  Mont 
Bianc  with  its  attendant  objects. 
From  Chamonny  te  the  Fleg^re  re- 
quires only  2^  hrs.,  and  about  2  hra. 
to  return.  The  road  that  leads  to  it 
lies  up  the  valley,  to  the  hamlet  of  les 
Prh,  where  it  turns  off  to  the  1.  to- 
wards the  Aigiulle  de  Ch^anods,  one 
of  the  Aiguilles  Roages,  where  a  steep 
path  commences  which  leads  up  to  the 
pasturage  of  Pra  de.VioJa.  Thence  a 
good  hoar  is  required  to  attain  the 
Croix  de  la  FlegSre,  which  commands 
a  view  of  the  whole  range,  from  the 
Col  de  Balme  to  the  furutest  glacier 
diat,  below  Chamouny,  streams  into 
the  valley,  which  lies  in  a  great  part 
of  its  extent  in  delicious  rcpoxe  be- 
neath the  observer. 

Within  2  minutes' walk  of  the  Cross 
is  the  Chaltt  of  Fle^re,  which  aflbrds 
shelter  in  unfavourable  weather,  and 
where  refreshment  niay  be  had  :  tot 
sight-seeing  is  turned  to  good  account 
in  every  place  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Chamouny,  where  the  visitors  ue 
nnmerons  enough  to  ensure  a  sale  <d 
the  provisiMi  made.  It  haa  bees 
enlarged,  and  even  contains  a  bed 
or  two.  The  h«ght  of  the  Croix  de 
f  Iw^re  is  about  3500  fe*t  above  the 
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the  end  of  aD  honr  from  FlBDpra,.ehe 
path  reaches  the  base  of  a  steep  rock, 
which  it  is  necessary  to  climb  by  a 
sort  of  open  chimney,  about  TiO  ft. 
hJKh.  To  clunber  up  this  perpendi- 
cular  |;u11j  is  one  of  the  f^ata  of  which 
travellers  boast ;  those,  howevpr,  who 
do  not  value  the  glory  it  confers,  or 
will  not  set  it  affainst  the  risk,  go  on 
half  a  mile,  and  hnd  a  convenient  path 
by  which  this  precipilons  rock  can  be 
snrmonnted.  Above  it  the  path  lies 
up  a  gentle  slope,  neither  fatiguiog 
nor  dangerous,  to  the  summit  of  the 
Breven;  this  has  an  elevation  of  about 
8500  English  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  aea,  or  5000  above  Chamounj,  yet 
not  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  height; 
of  Modi  BUdc  above  the  valley.  This 
elevittion,  however,  oliers  the  finest 
view  of  the  whole  mass  of  Mont  Blano 
of  all  the  numerous  sites  whence  it 
can  be  seen.  The  vale  of  Chamonnv 
alone  separates  them,  and  this  proxi- 
mitj^  is  so  great  that  every  peak  and 
gla^er,  anil  even  crevices  in  the  gla- 
ciers, can  be  distinguished  ;  every  pas- 
turage and  chllot  in  that  band  on  the 
mountain  side  which  lies  above  the 
pine-forests  and    belov  the    eternal 


If  the  traveller  be  pressed  for  time,  I 
MMi   can  only  viut  one  of  the  spots 

""     '--  around    Chamoony,    it 


y  e.  Brenen. — This  excursion  requires 
|&  hrs.  from  Chamouny  to  the  sunmiit 
■of  the  Breven ',  it  is  fatiguing  and 
I  difficult  for  ladies,  yet  many  goUiere  ; 
I  for  if  (hey  can  bear  the  fatigue,  their 
I  guides  eiUier  avoid  danger  or  protect 
th^m  when  exposed  to  it ;  and  the 
I  coafidence  which  the  names  of  Balmat, 
Coulet,  Tairrez,  Davou&tsoux  and 
others  inspire  is  so  great,  that  the  ad- 
v«iturous  dame  wl^  tiegins  with  the 
Fl(«£re  often  ends  with  the  Breven 
or  the  Jardin. 

It  is  fatiguing,  however,  to  reach 
the  Breven  and  descend  in  one  day, 
alMHit  13  hrs.  ;  for  tbis  reason  many 
the  chilets  of 


»npra. 


c   PUan 


wtucb  lies  behind  die  i^urch  of  Cha- 
moHny,  and  leads  directly  towards  the 
base  of  the  Breren. 

This  moontain  and  the   Aiguilles 
Booges  form  the  N.W".  ixmndarj  of 


the  rale  of  Chunouny,  nearly  through- 
out its  extent.  It  is  strikingly  die- 
tinguished,  howei 


boor  by  its  ridge  being  unbroken,  and 
even  rounded,  though  it  offers  on  the 
side  of  Chamouny  a  vast  line  of  pre- 
cipices, apparently  inaccessible. 

About  one-third  of  the  ascent  to 
the  Breien  may  be  accomplished  on  a 
mule  ;  another  third  will  attain  the 
chilets  of  Planpra,  where  there  is  a 
glorious  view  of  Mont  Blanc  and  the 
valley  of  Chamouny.  In  this  wild 
spot  the  meadows  and  pasturages  are 
kwautiful. 

Above  Planpra,  either  a  fatiguing 
path  may  be  taken,  which  is  cut  in 
the  rocks,  or  one  tliat  leads  directly 
up  the  paatorages,  v^ich,  when  dry, 


ery  ;  il 


much 


e^ye  the  red  fOngua  upon  it,  such  as 
Captain  Parry  noticed  in  the  high  la- 
titudes of  hit  northern  voyages.    At 


aveller, 


Whenadvei 
Mont  Blanc,  r 
the  Breven  to  watch  their  progress,  for 
the  course  lies  like  a  map,  from  the 
vill^e  to  the  suntniit,  and  with  a  good 
glass,  every  step  they  take  may  be 
observed.  Prom  the  Buet,  3000  fL 
higher,  there  is  a  more  extended  ho- 
rizon, but  the  Breven  conceals  all  the 
lower  belts  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  as  the 
Buet  is  double  the  distance  from  the 
peak  of  the  **  Monarch,**  he  is  not  so 

grand  as  the  view  of  the  entire  range 
from  the  Col  de  Balme  to  the  Col  de 
Vosa,  for  the  cross  on  one  and  the  pa- 
vilion on  the  other  may  be  seen  from 
the  Breven. 

The  retam  to  Chamouny  may  be 
varied  by  passing  on  the  W.  side  of 
the  Breven,  above  the  valley  of  Dio- 
Ea,  near  to  a  little  lake,  then  de- 
scending by  the  ch&lets  of  Calaveiran, 
tomLTds  die  village  of  Chapeau,apath 
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leftds  down  to  ks  Oackes,  in  the  valleT 
of  Chamonnj,  and  thence  up  the  val- 
lej  to  the  prioi7. 

f.  Source  of  thf  Arteron. — This  affia- 
ent  of  the  Arre  isaueg  trma  below  the 
vault  of  ice  with  which  the  Qlacier  du 
Boia  and  the  Mer  de  Glace  terminate, 
a  delightful  walk  of  an  hour  (3 


through  the  forest  t 
Arceron,  of  which  msi 
tire  and  strong  av&il  1 


Balme,  and  up  the  vallej,  is  left  at  les 
Prig,  where  that  to  the  Houroe  of  the 
ArveroQ  turns  oSto  the  rt.,  and  passes 
the  hamlet  of  Bois.  You  ma^  drire 
nearly  up  to  the  source,  following  the 
char  road,  which  ascenda  the  raDey 
aa  far  as  Les  Prcs  on  the  way  to  the 
Tete  Noire.  The  vault  of  ice  yaries 
greatly  in  diSbrent  seasons,  and  the 
author,  at  different  times,  has  re- 
marked a  change  of  from  30  to  100  ft 
of  heieht  in  the  arch.  It  may  be  en- 
tered, but  this  is  dangerous,  and  some 
have  snSered  for  their  temerity.  The 
guides  generally  prohibit  entrance,  but 
many  wait  thus  tar  without  their  aid, 
and  their  folly  has  no  restraint.  The 
danger  is.  that  blocks  of  ice  may  de- 
tach themselves  from  the  vault.  In 
179T  tbreepersonswerecmghed.  One, 
a  SOD  of  M.  Hariu,  of  Geneva,  pe- 
rished;   his    father    and    his  coosin 


temselv^  and 
tnus  return  to  unamouny. 

g.  TAe  Chapeaa  is  easier  of  access 
than  the  Montan  vert.  It  is  one  of  the 
points  of  view  over  the  Mer  de  Glace, 
on  the  side  furthest  from  Chamounyj 
from  it  the  Aiguilles  of  Charmoz  and 
leBleti^reare  seen  iounediately  under 
Mont  Blanc,  with  the  vale  of  Cha- 
monny,  the  Breven,  and  other  vast 
and  interesting  objects;  bnt  its  chief 
interest  lies  in  its  proximity  to  the 
Mer  de  Glace,  where  the  glacier 
begins  to  break  into  pyramids  and 
obiiiaques  of  ice;  and  here  avalanches 
are  frequently  seen,  where  these  top- 
pling masses  fall  over  with  frightful 
effect  Captain  Sherwill  thus  de- 
scribes the  Chapean  :  —  "I  shonld 
advise  travellers  who  '  "   "   ~"' 


thesf 


f  around  the  source  L 


cnped  vrilh  broken  legs. 
The  scenery  around  tl 
very  grand  \  the  deep  blackness  of  the 
depth  of  vault,  the  bright  and  beauti- 
ful aiure  where  the  light  is  trans- 
mitted through  the  ice,  are  striking. 
The  enormous  rocks  tHw>aght  down  by 
the  glacier  from  the  mountains  above, 
here  tumble  over  and  are  depositod 
in  the  bed  of  the  Arve.  Here,  too, 
the  dark  ibreat.  and  the  broken  trunks 
of  pines,  add  to  the  wild  character  of 
the  scene. 

The  advance  aud  recession  of  the 
glaciers  seem  to  depend  upon  the 
seasons.  If  it  be  hot,  a  larger  quan- 
dty  of  ice  is  melted,  and  the  glacier 
advances,  and  a  wet  season,  6y  de- 
positing a  greater  quantity  of  snow, 
increases  its  weight  and  fbrce.  Some- 
times the  difference  is  many  hundreds 
of  feet    It  is  not  more  than  30  years 


and  the  Cbapeau  on  the  same  day, 
which  may  be  done  either  in  going 
to  or  returning  from  the  latter :  this 
plan  is  far  more  preferable,  and  much 
less  fatigning,  than  to  descend  to  the 
source  by  the  path  of  La  Filia,  usu- 
ally recommended  1^  guides  on  quit- 
ting the  Montanvert  and  which  is 
very  inconvenient  to  ladies,  the  moun- 
tain being  extremely  rugged,  and  the 
descent  so  rapid  that  mules  never  go 
that  way.  A  visit  to  the  Chapeau 
may  be  accomplished  either  on  foot  or 
with  the  mules :  if  you  go  direct  to  it, 
you  must  continue  along  the  valley 
as  far  as  the.  village  of  Les  Tiatt  j 
and,  after  I  aving  passed  this  pictu- 
resque spot,  ascend  a  narrow  road  on 
the  right  band  that  leads  to  the  scat- 
tered  hamlet  of  Lavanch^,  < 


the  fbot  of  the  ascent  K 
Chapeau.  Here  it  is  ueoessar 
leave  your  mules  in  care  of  a 
while  the  gmde  conducts  you 
■'  '     '      the   I 


Mvem,   above   which    i 
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strangers  in  general  are  satiafii 

a  visit  to  the  cave,  from  whence  the 

view   is  perfeody  unique,  and  very 

astonishing. 

"  On  yonr  return  from  the  Ch^«au, 
you  descend  by  the  same  pat^  as  far 
a»  Les  Tines,  from  whence  there  is  a 
road  on  the  left  dkat  leads  to  the  ham- 
let of  Les  Bois,  situated  at  Che  source 
of  the  Arveron.  This  excursion  may 
be  accompUsbed  in  about  a  bra.,  and 
will  prove  one  of  tbe  most  agreeable 
and  leaat  fatigning  of  those  that  sur- 
Toond  Chamonny. 

"  Pedestrians  who  feel  themselves 
oapable  of  undertaking  difficult  passes 
may,  on  quitting  the  Chapeau,  con- 
tinue to  ascend  by  the  side  of  the 
Mer  de  Glace,  and  arrive  opposite  to 
the  hut  on  the  Moutanvert ;  bnt  to 
accomplish  this  there  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous rock  to  pass,  known  by  the 
ruides  by  the  name  of  '  Lt  ifnunus 
Pas.'  I  lot^  with  me  two  guides, 
Joseph  Coutet  and  the  Giant,  as  he  is 
called;  and  having  arrived  omosit^ 
the  Montanvert,  we  traversed  the  Mer 
de  Glace.  This  is  dangerous;  but  the 
traveller  will  have  a  far  better  idea  of 
the  grandeur  of  this  frozen  ocean  than 
by  merely  visiting  a  few  of  its  waves 
from  the  usual  pomt  near  '  La  Pierre 
des  Anglais,'  so  termed  at  the  ascent 
of  Dr.  Pocock  and  Mr,  Wyndham  in 
1741. 

"  In  the  month  of  July,  when  the 
weather  permits,  a  large  quantity  of 
heifers  are  driven  from  Chamouny, 
each  attended  by  its  owner,  to  the 
hut  on  Montanvert,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  conducted  across  the  Mer  de 
Glace,  to  pass  their  summer  of  3 
months  on  the  slopes  of  the  moun- 
tains that  are  near  the  Aiguille  de 
Dru.  Before  they  are  launched  upon 
the  sea  of  ice,  a  nnmtier  of  peasants 
precede  them  with  hatchets  and  other 
tools,  in  order  to  level  such  places  as 
may  thus  be  rendered  less  dangerous, 
although    accidents   generally '  attend 

are  stationed  to  point  out  the  line  of 
niarch;  the  operation,  which  requires 
several  hours,  and  ia  truly  picturesque 

to  witness,  is  worthy  the  "~   "" 


children  attend  the  pro 

the  whole  day  on  the  mountam  in  tbe 
full  enjoyment  of  this  extraordinary 
and  Herculean  task.  One  man  re- 
mains on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Mer 
de  Glace,  as  guardian  to  the  herd,  that 
wander  about  in  search  of  the  rich 
but  scanty  pastures  of  those  unte- 
nanted mountains.  He  carries  with 
him  sufficient  bread  and  cheese  t«  last 
one  month,  which  is  renewed  at  the 
expiration  of  that  period,  being  car- 
ried to  him  by  some  one  interested 
in  his  weU-domg,  and  is  the  contri- 
bution of  all  diose  whose  heifers  are 
under  his  care.  He  is  allowed  one 
cow,  which  furnishes  him  with  milk: 
knitting  is  his  chief  employ,  and  thus 
he  passes  his  time  of  espatriation  in 
making  stockings  and  contemplating 
the  wonders  of  nature  that  surround 
him  during  3  months  of  the  year." 

TheatceatofMantBiatic  is  attempted 
by  few;  of  these,  the  records  are  to  be 
found  at  Chamouny.  When  Saussure 
ascended  Ifl  make  experiments  at  that 
height,  the  motive  was  a  worthy  one; 
but  those  who  are  impelled  by  cu- 
riosity  alone,  are  not  justified  in  risk- 
■  ing  the  lives  of  the  guides.  The  pay 
tempts  these  poor  fellows  to  encounter 
the  danger,  but  their  safety,  devoted 
as  they  are  to  their  employers,  is 
risked  for  a  poor  consideration.  It 
is  no  excuse  that  the  employer  thinks 
his  own  life  worthless;  here  he  ought 
to  think  of  the  safety  of  others;  yet 
scarcely  a  season  passes  without  the 
attempt.    It  is  a  -somewhat  remark- 


been  persons  of  unsound  mind.  One 
Englishman  went  to  the  summit,  only 
to  say  that  he  had  been  there.  For 
long  before  the  arrival  the  guides 
were  certain  that  all  view  would  be 
shut  out  by  clouds ;  yet  be  went,  and 
now  boasts  that  he  did  it  in  half  an 
hour  less  than  it  has  been  done  by 
any  other  scrambler. 

In  1838  a  French  lady  reached  the 
summit;  a  Mademoiselle  Dangeville, 
who  reached  the  top  in  1S40,  i£ose  to 
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other  pftrtj  m^t  have  offbred.  Wb«n 
OB  the  Bummit,  she  ordered  her  guides 
to  lift  her  as  high  ma  thej  coii)£  that 
■he  might  boast  of  having  been  higher 
than  any  other  person  in  Europe)! 

When  Mesars.  FeUowes  and  Hawes 
went  up  in  183T  the^  took  a  couiw  to 
the  left  of  the  Kochefi  Kouges,  and 
this  has  greatly  lessened  the  danger 
of  the  ascent  by  avoiding  the  most 
dangerons  part  of  it.  Afi  who  have 
■neceeded  have  adrised  no  one  to 
attempt  it;  they  admit,  however, nhen 
i^ain  in  safety,  that  the  fatigue  uid 
danger  were  iDfinitely  eicce^led  by 
theRratifioBtion. 

Ilie  encitemeot  of  sleeping  nat  in 
the  mountain  is  part  of  the  interest 
of  the  adventure.  This  may,  however, 
be  enjoyed  by  going  to  the  Ortmda 
Muielt,  an  mcarsion  in  which  there 
is  little  danger,  and  sleeping  there ; 
choosing  a  moonli^t  night  and  fine 
weather  to  enjoy  the  extensive  view, 
the  bright  akj,  and  the  thunders  of 
falling  avalanches.  Sleeping,  it  ap~ 
pears  from  those  who  have  spent  a 
night  there,  is  not  so  easy,  owing  to 
the  noiM  of  the  av&lanchea  and  the 
bilea  of  the  fleas  1  Another  excursion 
may  be  made  to  enjoy  a  night  out,  by 
crossing  into  Fieomunt.  over  the  Col 
du  Oeant,  11,146  ft.  above  the  sea. — 
fbrba.  This  adventure  requires  3  or 
4  guides.  It  was  performed  in  the 
year  1B23  by  2  English  ladies,  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Campbell,  who,  with  B  goides, 
started  at  mid-day,  August  1 8.  slept 
out  one  night  on  the  mountain,  and 
descended  the  next  day  to  Cormajenr. 
SauBSure  renutined  oat  manf  succes- 
sive nights  and  days  engaged  in  ex- 
Serimenla  on  the  Ool  du  Giant;  and 
uring  the  prohibition  of  English 
goods  by  Buonaparte,  this  was  a 
common  path  for  smugglers,  who 
crossed  it  from  Switzerland  to  Italy 
laden  with  British  muslins. 

Til!  Tmr  of  Mont  BIcmc  is  best  made 
by  proceeding  from  Chamoani  over 
the  Col  de  Bon-homme  (Bte.  118)  to 
Cormajeur  in  the  Vol  d'Aosta,  where 
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the  aspect  of  the  Mont  Blanc  is 
grander  than  fh>m  the  N.  (Rte.  286), 
and  by  the  Col  de  Ferret  (Rte  110), 
or  Great  St.  Bernard  (Rte,  108)  to 
Martigny,  and  returning  by  the  TSte 
Scire. 

A  Chamouny  guide  coming  t^  Mar- 
tigny is  not  BJlowed  to  proceed  fnr- 
ther,  but  a  local  guide  must  be  token 
thence.  It  is  therefore  beat  to  end 
this  tour  at  Maitigny,  whence  one 
day's  pay  only  need  be  given  to  a 
guide  returning  to  ChamouuL 

ROUTE  115*. 


This  ToUey  deserves  much  more 
attention  than  it  has  yet  received.  It 
is  mnch  recommended  to  all  lovers 
of  the  picturesque,  as  one  of  the  finest 
in  Savoy.  It  is  wonderful  that  it  is 
not  more  visited  bytravellars  to  asd 
from  Chamouny.  The  following  ae- 
eonnt  of  a  visit  to  it  was  given  by  the 
late  Capt.  Harhhtun  Sherwill,  whose 
ascent  of  Mont  Blanc  in  1825,  and 
frequent  visits  to  Chamouny,  and 
residHioe  there,  made  him  perhaps 
better  acquainted  with  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Mont  Kane  than  any  other 
Engliehman : — . 

"  You  must  start  early  in  the  morn- 
ing from  Chamouny.  walk  or  ride, 
if  an  opportunity  oflers,  to  Servoi; 
breakfast  here,  and  lay  in  a  moderate 
supply  of  cold  meat  and  bread,  with 
wine,  or  brandy  and  water :  the  latter 
is  preferable.  Take  the  footpath  that 
leade  to  the  Col  d'Anteme.  Be  sure 
you  engage  a  guide  at  Chamonny 
who  ia  acquaint  with  the  pass,  or 
it  would,  perhaps,  be  better  to  take 
one  &om  Servoc  After  having  as>< 
Bcended  as  far  as  the  last  cbUets,  you 
bear  to  yonr  left,  instead  of  coutiBn- 
ing  to  the  summit  of  the  Col  d'An- 
teme,  and  direct  your  course  amidst 
the  terrific  d^rii  of  the  Scroalematt 
of  the  Montagnesdes  Fys.  The  path 
is  rugged,  but  when  the  pedestrian 
has  reA«4ied  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
which  be  must  attain  thrcwgb  a 
forked-like  opening,  he  wiU  contem- 
plate with  great  satisfaction  the  mag- 


Pie^-  ^  Sa-oty. 

niSccnt  view  of  Mont  Kaao,  uid  a 

Iliouaaml  Dther  stupendoiu  objects. 
Having  rested  here  an  hour  to  eifloy 
a  scanty  meil,  the  descent  on  the 
QUrthern  aide  is  graduBj,  ajid  you  ar- 
rive in  about  an  hour  at  some  chalets 
which  bear  the  name  of  Jjbb  Chaleta 
ijea  Sales,  properly  so  termed,  fiir 
they  are  a  cluster  of  huts,  coataiaing 


vinagined.  Here  you  will  find  oiilk 
and  cheese,  with  tmerably  good  walsr, 
of  which  there  is  none  on  the  Mon- 
tagnea  des  Fys.  Near  these  huts  are 
fossil  shells.  On  quitting  this  spot, 
where  women,  ctmdrMi,  and  swine 
pig  together,  yon  oonlinue  to  descend 
r^dly,  during  nearly  4  hrs.,  through 
»  narrow  gorge,  whose  beauties  and 
lozuriant  appearance  are  very  striking 
after  the  barren  and  bleak  pass  of  the 
mountain  :  cascades,  rushing  strtiams, 
and  forests  of  dark  and  imposing 
feature,  are  amongst  Ihe  varied  objects 
worthy  of  attention.  At  Sixt  the  old 
CirMent  has  beea  fitted  up  as  an  Inn 
and  Boardiag-liouae,  with  accommoda- 
tion far  30  persons.  It  is  kept  by 
William  Raver,  and  is  good  quarters 
for  those  who  desire  shooting.  Cha- 
mois, ^ouse,  and  partridge  are  to  be 
had.  Delicious  trout  are  to  be  ob- 
tained in  great  abundance,  the  water 
of  this  valley  not  being  too  ooJd,  as  at 
GhauiouBy,  to  prevent  a  gtMid  supply. 
Pellet's  Iim  at  SamSens  (Croix  d'Or), 
below  Sixt,  is  cleaner  than  most  in 
Savoy. 

"  The  second  day  you  ascend  the 
valley  towards  (he  moimcain  called 
the  T§te  Noire,  or  Fer  a  Chev^ 
which  (erminates  the  valley.  This 
semicircular  and  perpendLcu^  horse- 
shoe mountain  is  ornamented  with 
seven  cascades,  produced  by  the  melt- 
ing of  the  snows  on  its  summit,  over 
wUch  there  is  a  dangerous  path, 
known  but  to  few,  that  leads  tu  the 
Pic  du  Midi,  and  on  to  St.  Maurice 
in  the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  Daring 
this  walk  in  the  valley  of  Sixt  there 

On  your  right  the  Buel  raises  his 
snowy  head  to  the  clouds  ;  from  hence 
the  ascent  of  this  interesting  moun- 
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tain  is  mtare  easily  made  tbaa  from 
Valorsine,  being  an  exoarsion  of  about 
4  hrs.  to  the  summit.  (See  M.  de  Luc's 
account.)  After  having  passed  the 
old  monastery  of  Sixt,  coeval  with 
the  former  pitwy  of  Cbamouny,  tie 
very  fine  fall  of  La  Gouille  presents 
itself  on  your  left,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  rich  in  Alpine  acces- 
sories. The  mines  at  the  end  of  the 
valley  are  difficult  of  access  :  most  of 
the  miners  live  at  Sixt.  There  are 
exterior  communications  from  shaft 
to  shaft  along  t^e  perpeadicular  face 
of  die  mouotain,  bi^ily  dangerous 
for  those  who  are  unaccustomed  to 
narrow  paths  and  precipices.  It 
would  require  much  tmie  to  enume- 
rate all  the  objects  of  curiosity  to  be 
seen  at  short  distances  from  Sixt, 
where  I  stayed  *  days.  Before  quit- 
ting this  spot.  I  will  add  that  it  is 
possible  fbr  ladies  to  arrive  at  Sixt 
on  mules ;  but  in  that  case,  on  quitting 
Servoz,  you  must  continue  the  pa^ 
that  leads  to  the  summit  of  tYve  Col 
d'Ant^me  ;  and  when  there,  take  the  , 
left-hand  mute  road,  whidi  will  lead 
you  towards  SixCi  but  be  sure  your 

fitde  Is  acquainled  with  the  mountain 
Anteme,  for  should  he  t^e  the 
right'hand  path,  you  will  have  a  eood 
chance  of  sleeping  at  tiie  foot  of  the 
glaciers  of  the  Buet.  This  is  a  &- 
tiguing  day  for  ladies. 

"  The  third  day  you  descend  to- 
wards the  beautifully  situated  village 
of  Samoena  (Croix  d'Or.  a  good  inn) ; 
then  passing  through  Tanninges,  you 
arrive  at  St.  Jeoire  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mole,  a  mountain  so  well  seen  from 
the  ramparts  of  Geneva,  an  excursion 
to  the  summit  of  which  will  amply  re- 
pay, and  is  by  no  means  difficult.  The 
panoramic  view  from  its  point  is  one 
of  infinitely  varied  beauty.  From 
St.  Jeoire,  whose  noble  chateau  has 
been  the  cradle  of  ao  many  eminent 
cardinals,  generals,  and  statesmen, 
you  proceed  to  Nangy  and  Geneva. 
This  third  day  may  be  accomplished 
without  sleeping;  at  St.  Jeoire,  where 
there  is  a  good  inn,  provided  you  can 


either  here  oi 


a  char,  which  is 


.t  Nangy 
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and  T£t«  Noire  lies  up  the  rale  of 
ChamounT,  by  Les  Pro,  where  the 
path  to  the  Aneron  diverges.  Tke 
mun  route  of  the  ralle;  condnuea  to 
the  chapel  and  hamlet  of  Tinei ,-  ben 
the  Tallej  narrows,  and  the  road 
ascends  steeplj  on  (he  banks  of  the 


throughout 

"  If  jou  ascend  the  Mole  from  SL 
Jeoire  on  the  fourth  day,  you  may 
descend  to  Bonneiille,  hire  a  carriage, 
and  return  yerj  oonvenientlj  to  Ge- 

The  Pass  of  the  Col  de  Coax,  from 
Samoens  to  Monlhej  in  the  Vallais, 
is  said  to  be  fine. 

The  mines  mentioned  by  Capt&in 
Sherwill  are  now  worked  by  English- 
men, who  hare  established  thenuelTes 
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About   7   hours'    walk; 
needed. 

Char-road  for  the  first  6 
,  ChamouQ  J. 

There  are  two  roads  which  lead 
from  Chamouny  to  Martigny;  one  by 
the  TCte  Hoire,  the  other  by  the  Col 
de  Balme.  TraTellers  are  often  per- 
plejted  which  lo  choose  oF  these  two 

?isses.  The  general  scenery  of  the 
He  Noire  is  superior;  but  the  Col 
de  Balme  has  oat  tieio  which  tar  sur- 
passes any  in  the  Tete  Noire. 

"  Those  who  can  spare  2^  additional 
hours  for  the  journey  should  proceed 
from  Chamouny  to  the  top  of  the  Col  de 
Balme  and  enjoy  the  view  (R.  117,  p. 
33S,  then  descending  L,  strike  off  into 
the  Val  Orsine  across  the  pastures 
and  through  the  forest,  dropping  down 
npoQ  the  village  of  Val  Orsine.  AL 
though   no   path    ia  marhed  for  the 


worth  the  trouble,  combining  aa  it 
does  the  beauties  of  the  two  passes  of 
the  Tete  Noire  and  Col  de  Balme. 
This  course  was  taken  by  the  writer 
in  18S7,  and  when  it  becomes  known 
he  has  little  doubt  that  a  path  will  be 
made  to  Val  Orsine  from  the  chJUet  on 
the  Col  de  Balme." — Ed. 
The  direct  road  to  the  Val  Orsine 


Arve,  opposiM  to  die  bases  of  the 
Aiguilles  Rouges,  to  some  pastnrages, 
and  the  hamlet  of  Ltt  Isles  ,-  beymtd, 
the  Aire  is  crossed,  and  the  villi^  of 
Argentidre  is  left  on  the  r^ht  hand; 
this  is  the  third  and  highest  parish  in 
the  valley,  and  ia  two  leagues  from 
the  priory;  here  the  magnincent  R^^ 
eier  of  Argentifire  ia  seen  streaming 
down  from  between  the  Aiguilles 
d'At^ntidre  and  de  la  Tour. 

Soon  after  passing  Argenti^re,  the 
road  turns  to  the  north,  leaving  the 
path  to  the  hamlet  of  La  Tour  and 
the  Col  de  Balme  on  the  r^hL     The 


Cith  rises  rapidly  to  the  miserahle 
amiet  of  Trelechant,  passinc  what  is 
called  the  Mootots  by  a  storue  gorge, 


a  short  le^ue  from  Argentii^re 
mmit  of  this  pass  is  attained; 
reams  on  either  side  take  dif- 

courses,  that  through  Cha- 
o  the  Arve,  and  that  towards 


Martigny  to  the  Rhone. 

A  little  beyond  the  crest  a  savage 
and   sterile  valley  opens  to  the  left. 


snows  of  the  lofty  Buet  lying  bi 
die  Aiguilles  Rouges  are  seen.  After 
passing  the  hamlet  of  Couteraie,  the 
road  descends  rapidly  to  Val  Orsiuc, 
the  chief  vUl^e  of  the  valley.  Its 
church  having  been  more  th^  once 
swept  away,  a  strong  rampart  of  ma- 
sonry and  earth  has  been  raised  to 
defend  it  from  similar  catastrophes. 
Below  Val  Orsine  the  valley  nar- 

with  wild  fruits:  through  it,  the  tar- 
rent  forces  its  way  into  the  more  open 
valley  below,  acquiring  in  its  course 
fresh  force,  frorn  the  contributions 
of  numerous  waterfalls  and  streams 
which  descend  from  the  glaciers 
above. 

In  this  gorge,   a  sort    of   harrier 
marks  the  frontier  of  Savoy  —  it  ia 
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utterly  useless  OB  adefeocE:  soon  after 
the  torrent  is  croaaed.  oeiir  to  where  a, 
mill  anil  some  pleRsont  meadows  cOD- 
trss(  with  the  genernll;  sav^e  cha- 
racter of  the  deep  v^ley. 

Considerable  Improvements  have 
taken  place  in  this  route,  on  the  side 
of  Switzerland,      rormerlj  a  fearfnl 

Eilh  led  from  the  deptiia  of  the  val- 
y  by  a  ligiag  course,  over  loose 
and  dangerous  slopes  to  gain  the 
Tdte  Noire,  np  what  was  nell  known 
by  the  characCeristia  name  of  the 
Malpas ;  now,  instead  of  descending 
into  the  valley,  to  rise  agun,  the 
road  is  carried  over  the  moantain 
side,  and  at  one  place  a  short  tunnel 
is  pierced  through  a  rock,  in  a  situ- 
ation of  singular  grandeur,  where  it 
overhangs  precipitously  the  dark  Tal- 
ley  beneath. 

This  improvement,  which  removes 
all  danger  from  the  pass,  has  not  been 
extended  to  the  side  of  Saroy:  the 
government  of  Sardinia  seconds  no 
efforts  fbrimprovementlhds  spiritedly 
hegnn  by  its  neighboors.  On  the 
contrary,  the  steep  and  rocky  padi, 
left  like  steps,  ia  only  practicable  for 
mules — and  for  these  in  many  places 
difficult ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  time  is  not  distant  when  a  good 
char  road  will  lead  into  the  valley  of 
Chamouny  &om  Martigny.  The  latest 
improvement  is  an  extension  of  the 
road,  on  the  part  of  the  VaUais  as  far 
as  to  the  frontier  of  Savoy,  by  cut- 
tings, and  the  construction  of  terraces, 
on  the  Hide  of  the  valley  of  the  Eau 
Noire,  by  which  the  violent  undula- 
tions of  the  old  road  are  avoided.  In  a 
wild  part  of  the  ravine  the  new  road 
passes  under,  and  quite  out  of  sight  of 
an  overhanging  rock,  whir    ' 


iription 


e  Belme:  : 


1  Lady  Guildford,  which,  having 
been  nearly  obliterated,  has  ' 
restored,  with  mistakes  "  too  nun 
to  mention,"  but  very  amusing. 
Guildford  stone  lies  off  the  new  road, 
to  the  right 

A  little  beyond  the  tunnel  there  is 
a   homely  Inn,  called  H.  de  la  Cou- 
i,  the  usual  baiting-place  between 


shelter  in  foal  weather  may  be  had, 
ind  good  refreshments  and  wine  may 
je  procured.  Near  this  spot  the  road 
:uras  abruptly  into  the  dark  forest  of 
Trient,  passing  round  the  brow  of  a 
mountain  covered  with  dark  forests : 
this  brow  is  called  the  Tete  Noire, 
beyond  which  the  road  through  the 
tbrest  continues  for  half  an  hour.  In 
the  depths  below  the  forest,  the  tor- 
rent of  the  Trient  is  heard  forcing  its 
way  into  the  Eau  Noire,  which  it 
joins  before  their  streams  fall  Into  the 
Rhone. 

On  learing  the  forest,  the  valley  of 
Trient  opens,  and  in  about  6  hours 
after  his  departure  from  Chamouny, 
the  traveller  reaches  the  little  auberge 
in  the  hamlet,  where  he  may  rest  and 
refresh.  Here  a  new  room  has  been 
built  as  a  salle  ii  naitger,  but  the  dor- 
mitory is  wretched :  it  must,  however, 
be  worse  before  weariness  refuses 
even  such  accommodation. 

The  little  valley  of  Trient  is  deeply 
seated  amidst  pine  forests,  the  debris 
of  the  surrounding  mountains,  and 
the  feari^l  precipices  from  which 
these  have  been  detached.  In  tbe 
plain  of  the  valley  some  barley  is 
grown,  and  the  meadows  are  luxu- 

["  The  route  from  Tete  Noire  to 
Martigny  may  be  varied  by  following 
the  stream  of  the  Eau  Koire  down- 
wards into  the  valley  of  the  Rhone, 
through  a  very  beautiful  gorge,  in- 
stead of  pursuing  the  usual  path  over 
the  ToTclaz.  On  leaving  the  chUet 
at  Tdte  Noire,  we  took  a  path  to  the 
left,  leading  down  to  the  stream,  and 
thence  up  to  some  ch&tets  on  the  op- 
posite aide.  We  then  kept  to  the  right 
Son*  of  the  stream  all  the  way,  and  gene- 
rally considerably  above  it.  The  path 
is  fit  only  for  pedestrians,  and  in  some 

E laces  mfficult  to  find ;  but  it  passes 
y  niunerous  chileta.  It  seemed  to 
be  wholly  unknown  to  the  guides,  as 
well  OS  to  the  inhabitants  of  &Iar- 
tigny !  It  is  more  beautiful  than  that 
over  the  Porclai  (especially  if  the 
weather  be  not  sufficiently  clear  for 
the  latter),  and  occupies  about  the 
same  lime,  for  we  arrived  at  Martigny 
5  minutes  after  the  guides  who  had 
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conducted  the  iBit  of  the  partj  over 
the  Forclai."— G.  E.  M.  1B44. 

"  Tha  p&th  down  the  V»l  de  Trient 
to  Vemajitz  turn*  to  die  left  sbortl; 
after  quieting  the  Sardinian  frontier, 
and  after  passing  a  few  houaeg,  a»- 
ceadi  hj  a  steep  zigzac  to  a  oonsider- 
ableheight  on  the  Lside  of  the  Valde 
Trient,  oreriooking  the  upper  part  of 
die  T^ej',  which  there  makes  a  bend 
to  the  8.,  and  in  which  Trient  itself  is 
placed.  This  upper  part  of  the  vallej, 
cram  the  height  to  which  the  path 
ascends,  looks  like  a  narrow  black 
trench,  and  the  distant  view  of  Hont 
Blanc  Oiling  op  the  depreaaion  in  ttle 
side  of  the  volley  of  Chamonnj, 
through  which  the  rt>ad  of  tihe  TeCe 
Noire  passes,  is  also  very  fine.  The 
path  continues  for  a  long  time  at 
nearly  the  same  eleration,  affiirdinr 
line  views  of  the  valky  of  Trient,  and 
skirtiDg  at  times  tearful  prempiees,  at 
Others  running  through  smiling  paa- 
tnrages,  and  passes  Uie  villagee  of 
Finhaut,  Trelien,  and  Salventi  beyoad 
which  it  leaves  ^e  inaceessible  gorge 
through  which  the  Trient  pours  into 
the  v^ey  of  the  KhcHie  a  Utile  to  the 
r.,  and  degteods  by  a  pretty  little  well- 
wooded  valley  upon  the  vill!^  of 
Vernayaz,  a  little   above  the  Pisse- 

"  The  scenery  is  vary  fine  through- 
Out,  and  the  path  well  madej  and  I 
found  it  easily  without  a  guide,  al- 
though, from  the  oft-expressed  sur- 
prise of  the  peasantry  in  Sept.  * " ' " 
f. :j i  I Tj-       --      - 


versed  by 


it  how  seldom 
stranger.  Between  Tre- 
i  Salvent  a  romantic  little 
bridge  is  passed,  wbicb  I  thought  at 
least  equafled  in  beauty  of  situation 
the  Pantenbriicke  in  the  I.intthal. 
The  aaberge  at  Finhaut  is  a  miser- 
able place,  and  afforded  nothing  but 
wine  and  pain  de  sevjU  ,-  but  the  vil- 
laire  itself  is  charmingly  situated." — 

A  little  way  beyond  the  hamlet  of 
Trient,  the  torrent  which  descends 
from  the  glacier  of  the  Trient  is 
crossed,  and  a  steep  path  leads  up 
through  .the  forest,  vvhich  slothes  tha 
mduntaiii  side  of  the  Forclai;  little 
more  than  ^  an  hoar  is  required  £>r 
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It.     On   die  way. 


»  iett 


wall  which  closes  the  naaft^ 
between  the  mountain  and  tse  pre- 
cipice. Near  it  u«  the  ruins  of  a 
r^oubt :  this  is  another  speciaen  of 
playing  at  sfldiera  among  the  VaU 
laisans.  On  the  n.  a  path  is  passed, 
wbieh,  in  orossine  the  valley  frota  the 
Forelac  to  the  Col  de  Balme,  kvoid* 
the  bunleC  of  Trient.  Tha  trsv^lw 
who  is  w  roale  fnim  the  Fiwclwi  to 
the  Great  Sl  Bernard,  and  does  not 
wish  to  paSB  by  8u  Braoohier,  m&y, 
if  a  pedestrian,  go  from  the  Fordai 
direct  to  Orai^res  by  1^  pestty  Lac 
de  Champa. 

From  the  Col  de  Forclai  the  de- 
scent is  by  fine  paatuFagea,  and  i  hr^ 
are  required  lo  reach  Martigny  :  tA* 
view  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhne  seen  in 
the  descent  upon  Hartigny  ia  cele- 
brated in  the  A^  The  path  ia 
much  sheltered  by  pines  and  beediea^ 
and  lower  in  the  valley  by  tile  pear 
and  upte-tiees  ;  in  the  nmghbcinr- 
hood  of  these  are  numerotis  cottages, 
and  many  are  passed  before  the  patli 
faUa  into  the  nmle  Hiot  leads  froa 
Har^ny  to  the  Great  St.  Bemardi, 
and  £e  valley  of  the  Drance  (Rte. 
106). 

Marttgnj/  {Rta.  59).  Travellers  pro- 
ceeding hence  to  Cbamouny  are  ofteD 
required  Ui  show  their  passporta  at 
the  frontier,  and  it  is  well  ta  hare  a 
Sardinian  vise  to  their  passports. 

ROUTE  117. 


About  7  or  8  hours*  walk. 

This  road,  inferior  In  attractioos  to 
the  Tete  Noire,  on  Hie  whi^  may  b« 
cecommended  lo  those  travellers  who 
approach  Chamouny  for  the  first  time 
from  the  Vallais,  for  the  sake  of  the 
first  unpression  which  the  view  of 
Moot  Blanc  makes  upon  them  whea 
aeen  from  the  Col  de  Babne  ;  bnt  se« 
p.  B36.  It  should  be  taken  only  in 
very  clear  weather. 

On  learing  Martigny,  the  route 
over  the  Fort^  (Bie.  116),  renowned 
for  its  view  over  die  Bhoue-valley,  is 
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tepaised  ;  bat,  in  dcscendtng  to  tiie  i 
nille7  of  Ttimt.  a  path  to  the  L  leads 
towairda  the  glacier  uf  Trient  and  the 
duk  forest,  up  through  which  lies 
the  ascent  to  the  Coi  de  Balme. 

l>eep  in  the  valle;  OD  the  rt.,  Iha 
bunlet  of  Trient  lies  in  repose  amidst 
its  beautiful  meadows  ;  and  before 
and  above  the  travellra-,  on  the  oppo- 
■ite  side  of  the  valle]',  are  the  preci- 
races  of  the  Aiguille,  from  which  poor 
Eacber  de  Bei^  fielt  in  1791,  when,  in 
defiance  of  the  adnoe  of  his  guide,  he 
tried  some  fool-hardy  feat,  and  pud 
his  life  ftir  the  attempt. 

The  path  through  the  forest  of  the 
Forclai  at  length  emerges  higher  up 
tbe  valley  of  IVient  than  where  it  was 
crossed  from  the  T^  Noire  ;  tad  the 
Craveller  has  to  pass  over  the  detritus 
of  winter  torrents,  which  must  be 
crossed  before  the  forest  that  leads  up 
to  ib«  Col  de  Balme  is  entered.  The 
pad)  through  it  is  excessively 


X'J 


form  steps  a  or  3  ft.  in  beigh^  and  it 
'  ~  a  subject  of  wonder  bow  mules  get 
>r  down  such  placea.  At  length, 
r  climbing  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  up  the  mountain  ude,  and  through 
the  forest,  the  traveller  emerges  npon 
Ibe  pasturages  and  ch&lets  of  H«-- 
ba^rea.  Above  these,  the  aece 
gradual  to  the  summit,  where  o 
the  finest  scenes  in  the  world  bursts 
upon  the  traveller.  Mont  Blanc,  from 
his  aummit  to  his  base  in  the  vale  of 
Chamouny,  lies  like  a  model  before 
him.  surrounded  by  the  Aiguilles  of 
La  Tour,  I,"  Argentic  re,  Verte,  de 
Dru,  Charmoi,  Midi,  &o.  &o. ;  and 
each  divided  from  its  neighbour  by 
enormous  glaciers  which  stream  intc 
tbe  valley.  How  glorious  is  the  "  Mo- 
narch," thus  seen,  attended  by  all  his 
peaks  like  guards  I  Below,  the  eye 
sweeps  its  course  entirely  throueh 
the  vale  of  Chamouny,  to  the  Col  de 
Voss.  at  its  other  extremity.  On  the 
rt.,  the  Aiguilles  ItouKes  are  the 
nearest  :  beyond  these,  bounding  the 
valley,  lies  the  Breven,  and  behind  it 
is  seen  the  Mortine,  which  supports 
the  snowy  summit  of  the  Bnet.  It  is 
a   magniScent  scene  to  dwell  npon. 


and  those  who  do  m 


spressly  to  enjoy  this  u 

There  is  a  house  of  refuge  on  the 
Col  de  Balnte,  where  shelter  and  re- 
freshment, WT^  excellent  wine,  may 
be  had,  and  5  or  6  tolerable  beds  are 
ready  to  recdve  travellers  overtaken 
by  a  storm. 

On  the  descent,  the  sonrce  of  the 
Arve  ia  passed,  at  least  the  highest  of 
its  springs ;  the  path  lies  down  c 


I>a  Tonr,  where  cultivation,  though 
scanty,  is  reached,  and  lurley,  oats, 
and  flax  are  raised.  On  the  banks 
it  the  torrent  may  be  observed  heaps 
of  blackish  slaty  rubbish,  which  is 
brought  down  by  the  torrents,  and 
caremlly  preserved  by  the  inhabitants 
in  smafl  hea^s.  The  traveller  will 
be  pieaseA  with  the  sagscitv  of  the 
peasants  when  he  learns  that  this 
black  riaty  earth  is  scattered  over  the 
snow  with  which  the  Gelds  are  co- 
vered in  the  spring  to  accelerate  its 
melting,  whicb  it  really  eflects  several 
weeks  before  it  would  otherwise  dis- 
appear. This  is  owing  to  the  warmth 
absorbed  by  the  black  earth  from  the 
sun's  rays, — a  beautiful  and  pbiloso- 
phioal  prooess  which  the  inhabitants 
appear  to  have  long  known  and  used ; 
for  SauBSure  mentions  it  as  an  old 
practioe.  About  a  mile  below  La 
Tour,  the  path  falU  into  the  road  to 
Chamouny  from  the  T£te  Noire  (Rte. 
1161. 

To  go  in  one  day  from  Chamouny 
to  Trient,  by  the  Tete  Noire,  and  re- 
turn by  rtie  Col  de  Balme,  requires 
12  or  13  hrs.  When  this  is  intended, 
to  gain  time  It  is  desirable  to  take  a 
char  as  far  as  Argenti^re,  the  road 
being  good  enough  to  drive  over  with 
great  despatch  from  Chamonny. 


"- Go(j(Sj.- 
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rO      CORUAYEnR,     I 


(Two  or  three  days.) 
The  passage  from  Chunouny  to 
Cormayeur  is  easily  made  in  3  dayi. 
The  traveller  may  go  on  the  first 
after  12  o'clock  nam  Chsmouny  U> 
CoDtamines,  the  following  day  from 
CoDtunines  toCbapi;!  or  the  Eameau 
de  Motet,  the  third  to  Cormayeur. 
It  is,  however,  rery  often  done  in  2 
days  by  going  to  ChapiCi  or  Motet 
the  first  day  ;  as  often,  too,  by  mak- 
ing the  second  the  loi^  day,  starting 
mm  Naot  Bourant,  and  reaching 
Cormayeur.  "  I  hare  come  to  the 
conclasion  from  long  experience  that 
when  it  is  desired  to  avoid  great  fa- 
tigue, it  is  better  to  sleep  at  Chapiii 
than  at  Naut  Bonrant.  The  quarters 
are  not  so  good,  but  are  supportable, 
and  the  people  civiL" — Pr-J". 


it  leaves  the  route  to  Servoz  on  the 
right  hand,  and  proceeds  by  the  ham- 
let of  Foully.  A  little  beyond  this, 
another  paui,  which  on  the  right 
leads  by  the  mountain  of  Vauda^e 
and  the  f  orclaz  of  St.  Gervais,  is 
avoided,  uid  one  is  taken  thaX,  leads 
Dp  through  B  forest  of  larches,  and  by 
a  steep  zigzag  course  to  the  cblleu. 
From  the  Colde  Yosa,  nhere  a  pavi- 
lion has  been  placed,  there  is  a  fine 
view  of  Ihe  valley  of  Chamonny,  Mont 
Blanc,  &c,  extending  to  tbe  Col  de 

From  the  Col,  a  very  sleep  path 
leads  down  by  some  cbalets  towards 
the  deep  coarse  of  the  torrent  that 
:b  from  the  gli    '         '"' 


a  Utile  below  TresM,  into  which  the 
th  now  descends.     On  the  opporate 
leofthe  valley  is  seen  the  beauti- 
fully situated  villBge  of  St  Nicolas  de 


which   1 


i  befor. 


the 


presents  amidst  its  rocks  and  snows  a 
most  savage  -aspect.  Without  going 
far  up,  it  IS  diilicult  to  ford  this  tor- 
rent There  is  a  planit  bridge  over 
the  stream  a  little  below  the  viUage  of 
BionnaBsay  near  a  miU.  A  footpath 
leads  tVom  the  bridge  round  Che  ex- 
tremity of  the  spur  of  Mont  Blanc  on 
Ihe  S.  of  the  valley  of  Bionnassa^ 
descending  into  the  valley  of  Mon^oie 


buttress  of  the  Mont  JolL 

The  route  to  the  village  Bionnay 
in  the  Val  Montjoie,  leads  too  ttx 
down  the  valley.  Much  distance  is 
saved  to  those  who  would  ascend  it, 
by  takii^  a  path  to  the  left,  which 
through  Le  Champel  and  other  ham- 
lets, over  well  cnltivated  fields,  and 
by  rich  meadows,  in  the  valley,  leads 
(o  Contaminea,  a  large  village  beau- 
tifully situated:  it  has  a  handsome 
church,  thou^  this  is  scarcely  re- 
markable in  Faucigny,  where  the 
Church  is  generally  the  pride  of  the 

The  view  of  the  valley  presented  to 
the  traveller  in  descending  from  Bion- 
nassay  to  Conlamines,  extends  along 
its  whole  length,  seen  up  to  the  peaks 
of  the  Bou-bomme. 

At  Contamines  there  is  an  indifter- 
eut  Imx :  but  if  the  traveller  wish  to 
reach  Cormayeur  the  next  day,  it  is 
desirable  that  he  should  go  on  to 
Nant  Bountnt,  where  he  wiU  now 
find  tolerable  resting  quarters,  and 
start  theooe  early  on  the  fbllowing 
morning. 

From  Contamines  the  view  of  the  ' 
Val  Montjoie  is  very  fine.  One  of 
its  finest  features  is  the  beautiful 
Moot  Joli,  the  bases  of  which,  on  the 
rL,  bound  the  valley.  Below  Conta- 
mines, the  valley  descends  to  (hat  of 
the  Arve,  near  the  baths  of  St.  Ger- 
vais; this  lower  part  of  the  "Val  Mont- 
joie is  very  pleasing;  passing  through 
the  villagesof  Bionnay  and  St.  GervaiSi 
the  latter  is  finely  situated;  the  descent 
tothe  baths  ia  very  abrupt;  thedistance 
from  the  baths  of  St.  Gervais  to  Nant 
Bonrant  is  3A  hrs.,  and  fi-om  Cba- 
monny  to  the  latter  place  T  hrs. 

On  leaving  Contamines,  which  lies 
on  rather  high  ground  above  the 
river  Boo  Nant,  which  fiows  through 
the  Val  Montjoie,  the  path,  after 
passing  another  village,  descends  and 
crosses  the  torrent  to  the  hamlet  of 
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la  G«re;e,  a  chapel  and  imsBton-honae, 
most  Bin^larty  situated  in  ■  deep 
dell  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  Uont 
Joli.  Up  the  nvine  the  conrse  is 
impracticable,  as  it  lermiaates  iu  a 
cataract  of  the  Bonrant. 

At  Notre  Dame  de  la  Qorge,  there 
LB  a  fete  on  the  1 5th  of  August,  whii^h 
is  attended  bv  hundreds  of  peaaanta 
and  others,  who  come  from  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  Uj  attend  mass  ;  a 
sort  of  fair  is  held,  and  the  sceoe  is 
Terj  animated. 

Close  to  the  chnrch  a  wooden 
bridge  crosses  the  torrent,  and  a  very 
eteep  and  mdely-paied  path  leads 
directly  up  the  mountain  side  and 
through  a  forest:  the  denuded  face 
of  the  granite  on  the  path,  aad  the 
large  atones  which  fill  up  the  inter- 
stices, make  this  a  difficult  road  for 
mules,  and  a  fatiguing  one  to  men.  It 
leads  to  the  chalets  and  pasturages  of 

Nant  Bourant  (about  7  hours'  walk 
troiB  Chamoimy),  where  the  torrent 

gulf  through  which  it  rashes  has  a 
fearful  depth,  and  a  little  way  down, 
below  the  bridge,  the  water  falls  into 
a  still  blacker  and  deeper  ravine, 
forming  the  Kcmt,  or  cataract  of  the 
Bonrant ;  it  is  difficult  even  &om 
above  to  get  a  view  of  its  f urions  desceot. 
AC  the  chalets  of  Nant  Bouraat  a 


the  best  accommodation  on  the  ronte. 
"The  finest  fall  on  the  Bonnant  is 
one  seldom  seen,  a  short  j  hour  troia 
these  chalets,  on  that  branch  of  the 
stream  which  descends  from  the  gla- 
cier of  Trelat^le,  It  is  not  necessary 
to  return  (o  the  chftlets  in  ascending 
the  Bon-homme."— ^.  T.  M. 

Above  the  chiletB  the  valley  is  very 
narrow,  the  road  pasainK  throngh  the 
forest,  which  belts  and  clothes  the 
base  of  the  Mont  Joli;  at  length  it 
enters  upon  the  pasturages,  whidi  are 
nch,  though  scanty  from  the  quantity 
of  stones  and  rocks  that  abound : 
after  rising  above  the  (JArti  which 
have  fallen  from  the  mountains,  the 
'patb  winds  np  to  the  cUUets  of  Uont 


Joie,  where  Uie  traveller  usually  rests 
and  obtains  the  refreshment  of  a 
draught  of  milk.  Between  Nant 
Bouruit  and  these  chfJets  huge 
masses  of  glaciers  extend  down  the 
cme  on  the  S.W.  flanks  of  Mont 
Blanc;  bnt  immediately  above  the 
chUets  is  th«  vast  glacier  of  Trelat^te. 
This,  and  the  black  rocks  which  sup* 
port  it  on  one  side  of  the  valley,  and 
the  precipices  and  dSrie  over  which 
there  is  a  pass  to  the  valley  of  Haale 
l/uce  on  the  other,  almost  inclose 
these  cfailets  as  in  a  deep  basin.  Up- 
ward, the  valley  is  closed  by  the  Bon* 
homme ;  and.  on  looking  back,  the 
whole  length  of  the  Val  Mont  Joie  is 
seen  bounded  by  the  peaks  of  the 
Varons  above  St.  Martin's. 

From  the  ohiUets  of  Mont  Joie  the 
path  leads  up  a  steep  acclivity  which 
overhangs  the  depths  of  the   valley. 

comes  more  end  more  sterile ;  the 
pine  does  not  grow  so  high  as  the 
chilets  of  Mont  Joie,  and  on  the  next 
terrace  above  the  chilets,  on  the  Plain 
des  Dames,  the  rhododendron  is  the 
largest  shrub  (hat  flouriahea.  On  the 
Plain  there  is  a  cairn,  a  hea|)  of  stones, 
which  has  existed  ^vm  time  imme- 
morial. Tradition  sftja,  that  a  great 
lady  with  her  suite  perished  here  in  a 
stonn,  and  gave  name  to  the  fiital 
spot;  every  guide  adds  a  stone  to  the 
cairn,  and  requests  the  traveller  to  do 
so,  from  some  feeling  of  awe  asso- 
ciated with  it  as  a  duty. 

Prom  the  Plain  des  JJames  the  path 
leads  up  herbless  slopes  and  over 
some  patches  of  snow,  to  reach  what, 
from  below,  seems  to  be  the  ooi.  On 
the  left,  wild  and  abrupt  precipices 
rise;  and  two  of  the  peaked  rocks 
there  bear  the  name  of  the  Bon-homme 
and  the  femme  de  Brm-homme. 

The  crest,  however,  which  lies  close 
to  these  pinnacles  is  that  of  the  Col 
de  la  Ganche,  across  which  a  path 
lies  that  leads  down  to  Maxime  de 
Beaufort,  and  the  whole  course  of  the 
valley  of  Beaufort  to  the  Boure  is 
seen  befbre  and  below  the  traveller. 
On  looking  back,  too,  the  valley  of 
Mont  Joie  is  seen  In  all  its  length, 
and  these  glorioiu  scenea  rf  Alpine 
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voUevg,  with  the  thousand  peaka 
which  crest  the  chsiiu  of  mountains 
that  divide  them,  offer  displays  of 
Alpine  scenery  nowhere  surpassed. 

Tlie  passage  uf  tlie  Col  de  Bon- 
homme  is  at  times  dangerous  in  bad 
weather,  owing  to  its  exposare  tu  the 
W.  wind,  which  stirs  up  those  fear- 
ful snow-eddios  called  "  toarmenles " 
upon  this  outlier  of  the  Alps. 

The  path  of  the  Col  de  Bon-homme 
turns  on  llie  left  from  the  CoL  de 
Gauche,  behind  the  pinnacles  of  rock, 
and  exteojls  by  a  loose,  swampy,  path- 
less slope  lo  the  col,  distant  an  hour 
teoia  the  Cul  de  Gauche.  "  Od  (he 
aummit  let  the  traveller  beware  of 
taking  the  path  right  beSire  him  ;  it 
leads  to  Beau&irt.  If  he  be  going  tii 
Cormayeur,  he  follows  an  ill-traced 
path  OD  his  L,  over  black  shale  (or 
uiow  dnriog  part  of  the  season), 
which  conducts  nim  nearly  on  a  level, 
after  i  hour's  walk,  to  a  point  some- 
what nigber  than  the  last,  and  which 
is  call^  La  Croix  de  Bonhomme, 
8195  tL  above  the  sea  level" — Forbes. 
Fnan  it,  the  beauli^  mountain  of 
the  ChafFe-Qusire,  or  Aiguille  de 
Vanoise,  one  of  the  most  elegant 
enow-clad  peaks  in  the  Alps,  in  the 
Val  IsSre  (Rte.  113),  is  finely  seen. 
The  traveller  is  soon  convinced  here 
how  easy  it  would  be  in  fog  or  snow- 
drift to  lose  his  way.  A  good  guide 
Is  felt  to  be  necessary  ;  for  though  he 
may  reach  the  Col  de  Gauche  by  the 
po«ts  which  indicate  the  path,  it  is 
difScult  to  decide  apoa  the  direction 
he  should  take  where  the  routes  di- 


danger  before  he  is  aware  of  either. 

From  the  col  two  courses  brauoh 
off ;  three  even  are  mentioned  by  the 
mountaineers  :  that  on  the  1-  eon- 
ducts,  by  a  wild,  lofty,  and  difiicult 
path,  to  Motet ;  a  middle  eonrse,  one 
rareW  foUowed,  leads  Iv  the  Eameau 
du  Glacier  t  uid  that  on  the 
which  leads  down,  in  1^  hr.,  t« 
chalets  of  Chapiu,  over  a  broken 
swampy  ground  j  and  from  Chapiu, 
in  3  hrs.,  tne  traveller  can  reach  Boui^ 
St  Maurice,  in  tiia  iWnttaise,  by  the 
volley  of  BoiUWTd. 


It  requires  4  or  5  hrs.  to  go  from 
Nant  Boursnt  to  Chapiil.  The  atata 
of  the  weather  makes  an  impon*nt 
difference  in  the  time  :  the  journey 
should  never  be  undertaken  but  in 
fine  weather,  or  with  a  good  prospect 
of  il.  On  the  13th  uf  Septanbar, 
1830,  two  English  gentlemen  perished 
in  a  snow  stonn  whilst  crossuiK  it^ 
the  Bev.  Bichard  Braken  and  Au- 
gustus Campbell,  the  former  at  the 
^  of  30,  the  Utter  20  ;  they  were  oa 
their  way  &om  Nant  Bourant  l« 
ChapiH. 

At  Chapiil  some  of  the  ch&lets  ara 
fitted  up  in  a  nide  way  to  recaive  tra- 
vellers who  may  be  <usposed  to  come 
here   and    sleep,    thus    dividing    the 

Cmey  to  Connayeor  ;  one  of  these 
been  much  improved,  and  diffoified 
with  a  sign,  Le  Soleil.  Their  chaises 
are  exorbitant  and  their  accommo- 
dation bad.  From  Chaptii  a  path 
leadsin  2  hr».  no  by  the  stream  or  the 
Vereoi  (which  descends  through  Boa- 
naval)  to  the  Hameau  du  Giacier,  so 
called  from  its  proximity  to  one  of 
the  glaciers  of  Jlont  Blanc,  and,  half 
a  league  further,  to  the  chalets  of 
Motet.  This  miserable  spot  divides 
with  Chapiu  the  honour  of  enlertain- 
iug  travellers,  bnt  it  is  scarcely  pos* 
sible  to  sJwp  there.  Those  who  reach 
Motet  direct,  croas  the-Cime  du  Foots, 
to  which  die  path  on  the  L,  on  the 
Co]  de  Bon-honmie,  leads  an  hour 
sooner  than  by  the  ditour  to  ChapiOi, 
hut  the  road  rises  S50  fL  higher,  and 
the  descent  is  much  more  btigning  ; 
the  accommodations,  too,  at  Motet, 
are  much  worse  than  Qtote  at  Chapiil : 
it  is,  however,  generally  taken,  fi)r 
the  sake  of  gaining  time,  by  those 
who  go  to  Cormayenr  from  Naut 
Bourant  in  one  dtiy. 

The  pasturagts  of  Uotet  belong  to 
the  people  of  the  TarenlaiBe,  and  am 
generally  occupied  by  a  Cunily  born 
St.  Maurice. 

["A  praotioable  roote  by  the  Col 
d'EnclaTes,  h^her  and  shorter  than 
the  Col  du  Fours,  tnms  olF  samewh«« 
about  the  b^;heet  obilets  of  the  Mont- 
Joie,  crosses  the  ridge  between  the 
Col  du  Fours  and  the  Uont  Blan*, 
,  skiniag  the  latter  (o  the  CoL  de  h 
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Ssigne,  without  deacendmg  (?)  nearly 
to  the  depth  of  Motet.  It  doei  not 
appear  difficult,  and  must  Hhorten 
coniider&blj  the  journe;  tVom  Nant 
Bonrant  to  Connayaur."— A.  T.  M.] 

The  lucent  of  t£e  Col  de  la  Seigne, 
though  Terj  tedious,  is  not  lery  £ffi- 
cqIi.  The  Bummit,  1^  itx.  from  Motet, 
is  8422  fL  above  the  sea.  It  oom- 
mandg  the  whole  extent  of  the  A114« 
Blanche  and  the  S.  side  of  Mont 
Blane,  which,  without  being  abeo- 
lutelj  a  precipice,  is  too  steep  to  allow 
■□□w  to  rest  long  on  it.  Its  vertiCBl 
height  above  the  AUee  Blanche  is 
11,700  ft.  The  rid^  of  the  Col  de  la 
Bcdgne  separates  the  waters  which 
run  into  the  Khone  bota  those  which 
are  tributaries  of  the  Po. 

"From  the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  an 
Ahiine  Tiew  c^  extraordinary  mag- 
nificence borst  upon  ua.  We  looked 
npon  Mont  Blanc,  and  along  the 
course  of  the  valleya  which  divide 
Fiedmout  jrom  the  Valhus,  and  ex- 
tend oesTly  30  miles  on  the  eaatem 
aide  of  its  enormona  mass,  throtigb 
th«  AUee  Blanche,  the  Val  Veni,  and 
the  Val  d'Entr^vea,  to  the  Col  de 
Ferret.  Two  immense  pyramids  of 
ru^cd  rock  rear  from  the  Talley 
dieir  scathed  heads,  and  appear  like 
guards  to  the  '  monarch  at  mooD- 
tains  ;'  beyond  and  below  them  lay 
the  littie  lake  of  Combal,  wheoce 
issues  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Doira 
BalCea  ;  and  down  the  sides  of  Uont 


whilst  the  distant  peaks  which  over- 
hang the  western  side  of  this  king 
Tslley  or  ralleys  (lor  different  por- 
tions of  it,  £rom  the  Col  da  la  Seigne 
to  the  Col  de  Ferret,  bear  diflWent 
TUunea}  give  a  peculiarly  grand  and 
severe  aspect  to  the  scene  ;  among 
these  the  G^ant  and  the  Grand  Jo- 
raase  are  distinguished.  The  eastern 
aide  of  the  vaUey  is  formed  by  the 
Cramont,  and  a  range  of  mouulains 
which  extond  to  the  Col  de  Ferret, 
and  terminate  die  vista  in  Mont  Velan 
and  the  masses  which  surround  the 
pass  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  The 
summit  of  Mont  Blano  was  occasion- 
ally  enveloped   in   doudi,  and   the 


34.3 

changes  which  these  produced  upon 
the  scene  were  often  stritingly  beau- 
tifuL  Most  travellers,  whose  expec- 
tations have  been  formed  upon  the 
deBciiptions  in  guide-booka,  are  led 
U>  believe  that  the  E.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc  is  one  vast  precipice,  from  the 
summit  down  to  the  AUee  Blanche  : 
it  1b  oertamly  much  more  abrupt  than 
towards  the  vale  of  Chamooiiy  j  but 
no  such  anticipation  will  be  realised 
in  the  munificent  view  from  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne. 

^'From  this  Got,  leading  across  the 
great  chain  of  the  Alps,  we  began 
our  descent  ever  some  beds  of  perpe- 
tual snow,  which,  lying  on  the  north- 
em  side  of  the  path,  remain  unmeltod. 
Though  steep,  these  are  not  dan- 
gerous, as  the  teet  sink  2  or  3  inches 
and  give  firmness  to  the  step.  Scarcely 
any  melting  lakes  place  on  the  anr- 
&oe  of  the  snow,  unless  where  the 
soE  has  been  washed  over,  or  hag 
fallen  so  as  to  cover  it.  (generally, 
the  anon  melts  below,  in  contact  with 
the  earth  ;  and  this  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  aralanohei,  where  the  mass 
whtcbshpaacquires  momen  turn  enough 
to  rush  on.  Caution  is  geiierallr 
necessary  near  the  edges  of  these  beds 
of  snow,  where  it  is  thin,  lest  the  tra- 
veller should  sink  through,  perhaps 
S  or  3  feet.  After  a  t«dious  descent 
to  the  first  pasturage,  at  the  base  of 
the  two  Immense  pyramids  wiiieh 
formed  so  strikiog  a  nature  iW>m  the 
summit,  we  sat  down  upon  the  short 
and  soft  grass  of  the  pasturage  of  the 
ehakts  of  the  Allfe  Blanche,  to  vest 
the  mules  and  ourselves,  and  look 
refreshment,  which  we  had  brought 
with  us.  The  life  and  spirit  of  such 
enjoyment  as  this  is  only  known  to 
Alpme  travellers.  Tbe  sward  around 
US  was  enamelled  with  beautiful 
flowers  :  of  these,  tbe  broad  patohea 
of  the  deep  blue  gonlianella  were  the 
richest  in  colour  ;  the  Alpne  ranun- 
culus, and  a  hundred  other  varieties, 
embelllBbad  the  place  where  we  rested; 
being  surrounded  by,  and  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  oi^  the  lofdest  moun- 
taine  in  Burc^, 

"  Soon  aftCT  leavii^  this  delightfiil 
■pot,  we  skirted  the  little  1^  c^ 
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Combal  by  >  very  naiToiT  path. —  | 
After  MSBing  the  litke  at  the  lower  I 
extremity,  across  an  embankiaeDt  | 
of  gteat  thickneu  and  Mreagth, 
the  path  descends  od  the  1.  side  of  I 
the  (orrent,  which  struggles  with  hor- 
rid riolenoe  in  continued  cataracts 
down  the  ravine  for  general  miles, 
particularly  where,  in  passing  by  the 
glacier  of  Mi^e,  our  rout«  lay  amidst 
rocks  and  slopes,  the  dibrit  of  the 
mountain,  brought  down  by  the  gla- 
cier, of  which  It  cono'ealed  the  hose 
and  sides.  We  were  occupied  nearly 
2  hrs.  in  passing  this  morvinw. 

"  The  path  is  rough  and  stony  here 
and  there,  and  a  Ittle  water  from 
atreams  trickles  across  it."— G.  B.  M. 

"  At  length  we  escaped  from  this  fa- 
tiguing- part  of  our  route,  and  entered 
the  beautiful  meadows  of  the  Val 
Veni,  which  are  separated  fh)m  the 
Val  d'Entr£*es  b;  a  high  ridge  that 
skirts  the  forest  of  St.  If icolas.  There 
are  no  chaiela  in  the  Val  Veni,  but 
several  granges,  in  which  the  great 
quantities  of  iuiy  made 

id  slopes  of  this  valli 

"  The  tbreat  of  St. 
we  traversed  on  our  way  to  Conna- 

teur,  is  opposite  to  some  extensive 
uildings  at  the  foot  of  the  Glacier 
de  Brenva.  These  were  formerly 
occupied  by  nuners,  who  prepared 
the  lead  sad  copper  ores  raised 
near  this  place  ;  but  tbe  expenses 
havii^;  exceeded  the  profits,  these 
buildmgg  are  now  Jailing  to  decay. 
Across  the  valley  we  saw  the  beau- 
tiful glacier  of  Brenva  appearing 
throng  the  enormous  larches  and 
pines  of  the  tbrest,  presenting  to  us  a 
aoene  deservedly  esteemed  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  Alps.  We  now  rapidlv 
descended  by  a  narrow  road  whioh 
fearAiUy  overhangs  the  lower  range  of 

the  glacier  of  the  Be — "^ '"-- 

were  covered  with  i 

and  rocks  of  great 

torrent  which  we  had  seen  rushing 

through  the  valley  passed  beneath  the 

glacier,  and  reappeared  increased  by 

a  stream,  which  issued  fnnn  an  arch 

It  the  termination  of  the  glacier,  like 


"  The  chief  glaciers  of  the  Allee 
Blanche  (on  the  N.  side)  are,  1.  G.  de 
I'EsteUette  ;  2.  G.  de  I'AUee  Blanche; 
3.  G.  de  Miage;  4.  G.  de  la  Brenva, 
The  2nd  and  :<rd  of  these  have  formed 
barriers  aoroaa  the  valley  by  moraines, 
K>  as  to  have  occasioned  lakes  by  the 
interruption  of  the  river  course.  That 
formed  by  the  Glacier  de  I'AHee 
Blanche  is  nearly  filled  up  by  allnvial 
latter  ;  but  an  extensive  flat  attests 
8  former  existence,  together  with  the 
Ktensive  barricade  of  delnis  throngh 
■hich  the  river  now  tumbles  in  a 
foaming  rapid.  The  moraine  of  the 
G.  de  Miage  is  perhaps  tbe  most  ex- 
traordinary in  the  whole  Alps,  and 
has  given  rise  to  the  Lac  de  Combal. 
Below  the  moraine  of  Miage,  which 
oocupies  the  vaUcy  for  some  space, 
are  some  cb&lets,  and  then  a  level 
ferdle  plain,  whilst  the  valley  widens, 
and  becomes  less  savage  and  more 
romantic  Trees  appear  on  both  sides, 
especially  on  the  rt.,  where  the  forest 
is  very  fine,  and  clothes  all  the  N. 
slope  of  a  conical  summit,  called 
Mont  Chetif,  or  Pain  de  Sucre,  which 


dary  rocks.  The  paths  throng{i  these 
woods  are  among  the  most  beautifnl 
and  striking  with  which  I  am  ac> 
quainted.  "niat  leading  to  Cormayeur, 
after  attaining  aome  height  above  the 
torrent,  proceeds  nearly  on  a  level, 
until,  emei^ing  irom  the  trees,  we 
come  into  full  view  of  the  magnificent 
Glacier  de  la  Brenva,  which,  formed 
in  a  hollow  tn  the  K  of  Mont  Blanc, 
pours  its  mass  into  the  valley  which 
It  has  in  a  good  measure  filled  np 
with  its  moraine,  forming  a  kind  M 
bridge  which  it  has  pushed  before  It, 
and  on  which  it  bestrides  obliquely 
the  Allee  Blanche,  abutting  against  itt 
opposite  side  at  the  foot  of  the  Mont 
C^etiC  A  chapel,  dedicated  to  Notre 
Dame  de  la  Qnerison,  stands  on  the 
rt.  of  the  way,  exactly  opposite  to  the 
ice ;  and  another  8t«ep  descent  con- 
ducts us  again  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  which  here  turns  abruptly, 
after  its  conflneoce  iritb  tbe  attvam  of 
the  Val  Ferret,  into  a  rarine,  cutting 

the  range  <tf  the  Fain  i»  &wsn.    The 


iringH  the  tn 

"Cormajeur  (Rte.  107), 
borious   walk  of  11  hrs.   irom  Sa,at 
Bonranl." — fbrbea,  Alpi  of  Samy. 

The  time  required  firoin  Nant  Bou- 
runt  to  ConuBjeur  by  the  ahortest 
course — that  over  the  Col  du  Fours 
to  Motet— is  11  or  12  hra, ;  had  tVom 
Ifnnt  Bourant  (o  Boui^  St.  Maurice, 

SChapiii,  7  hrs.  These  journeys,  by 
1  Bon-hotnme,  Fours,  and  Seisne, 
may  aU  be  accomplished  on  muTea ; 
but  this  mode  of  travellJaK  merely 
Mves  fatigue  without  gaining  time, 
fbr  as  the  guides  walk,  the  traveller 
only  adTonceg  at  the  guides'  pace. 

ROUTE  119. 
'h5pital 
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A  little  beyond  Comblon  the  high- 
t  part  of  the  road  to  Meg^ye  is 
Teller  to  passed ;  thence  to  the  latter  boure 
the  diaCaace  is  a  league,  over  a  ro^ 
nearly  level  Here  are  tn-o  misfr- 
able  inns.  From  M^te  a  road 
leads  to  Che  Fas  Sion,  a  col  which 
divides  the  talley  of  Haute  Ln«e  from 
the  valley  of  the  Arly,  and  leads  by 
the  shortest  course  to  Beaufort. 

From  Meg^ve  the  road  descends 
the  valley  of  the  Arly  in  2  hrs.  to 
Flumet,  a  little  town  of  Upper  Fau- 
e^y,  containing  about  1000  Inhab. 
Here,  on  a  rock,  are  the  ruins  of  a 
castle,  in  which  the  first  baron  of 
Faucig;ny  resided. 

Flumet  is  settled  near  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Flon  and  the  Arly :  the 
former  river  descends  from  the  ham- 
let of  Gietto,  by  which  a  path  Ira. 
verses  the  Col  des  Aravis  and  the 
Grand  Borand  to  Bonneville. 
;),  BY  DOiNE  AND  Bei(,„  Flumet  the  road  ia  only 
practicable  for  mulea :  it  is  exces- 
From  Sallencheg  (Ete.  115),  a  new  sively  hill;r  and  wild.  The  valley  a 
e  is  being  constructed,  which,  the  Arly  is  a  gorge,  deeply  seated, 
;  proceed  with  spirit,  will  one  and  bears  the  name  of  the  Combe  of 
day  open  a  char  or  carriace  conunu-  Savoie.  In  '2  hrs.  from  fliunct  it  leads 
nication  between  the  valley  of  tie  to  Heri,  a  village  ai 
Arve  and  that  of  the  Isdre,  in  the  agreeable  spot,  surrounded  by  high 
Tarentaise.      It  ia  still    incomplete,    *"' j_:^i-_:_-^ 

The  road  which  has  been  made  or 
improved  to  Hegttve  rises  directly 
DP  the  steep  side  ot  one  of  the  alopee 
of  Mont  Foron  to  the  village  of 
Comhlou,  abont  an  hour's  ascent. 
Its  gay  spire  is  seen  from  the  road  to 
Chomonny,  near  Pasay,  and  aUo  from 
the  valley  of  Maglans  in  approaching 
to  it.  From  Comblon  there  is  a  most 
beautiful  prospect,  well  worthy  the 
traveller's  walk  from  Sallenohes  or 
St.  Mania's.  It  commands  the  valley 
of  Mi^lans  on  one  side,  and  the 
Varens  and  the  opper  valley  of  the 
Arve  on  the  other.  The  Aiguilles  de 
Varens  rise  in  great  grandeur  directly 
en  face  of  the  spectator;  and  on  the 
rt.  of  the  upper  Arve,  all  the  peaks 
and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blano,  and  its 
extreme  summit,  are  as  distinctly 
Been  as  in  a  modeL  Few  spots  for 
such  prospects  can  vie  with  the  vil- 
lage o(  Combko. 


overhangs  the  deep  bed  of  the  Arly, 
and  alt«mate  spots  of  savagenesa  and 
beauty  are  ibund  throughout  tliis  val- 
ley. Its  richness  in  walnut-treee  is 
celebrated,  and  the  oil  which  the  nuls 
fiirmah   is   on    important    article    of 

Ugine  is  a  large  ill-built  town,  con- 
taining .1000  Inhab.,  famona  for  its 
fairs  of  cattle  and  mnlea.  To  the  N. 
of  the  (own,  on  a  steep  limestone 
rock,  there  are  the  remains  of  a  lofty 


in  the  9th  centnry  by  the  Saracens. 
The  Ciatle  was  destroyed  in  the 
1 3th  century  by  Humbert,  lirat  dau- 

thinofVienne.  It  is  situated  on  the  rt. 
ank  of  the  Arly,  on  the  road  between 
Favergea  and  Annecy  (R(e.  130). 
From  Ugine  an  excellent  carriage 

_j    — . down   the  Arly   to 
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I'HdpiWl  CoDflani,  through  a  deep 
and  rich  lalley.  Betwe  arriving  at 
I'Hopital,  one  sees  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Arly  the  ralley  of  Beaufort, 
wliera  the  iWon,  which  flows  through 
it,  fells  into  the  Arly.  The  rallej  of 
ifae  Doron  leads  by  a  mountaiaous 
Bule  road,  in  about  4  hn.,  to 

JIaxime  de  Beaufort,  a  town  fa- 
mom  also  lor  it>  oattle  Mrs.  The 
inbabitanta  are  Hcb  aad  independent, 
from  their  conuseroe  ia  eheese,  but- 
(er,  and  cattle:  their  paaturoges  are 
(he  most  Tahiahls  in  Upper  Savo;. 
Beaufort  copununicatea  with  Mw^fe 
bv  the  valley  of  Haute  Luce  and  the 
P»B  Sioo,  by  the  head  of  its  valley 
widi  the  Col  de  Bon-Ilomine,  and  by 
tbu  valley  of  Koselen  and  the  Col 
d'AUee  with  the  vaUef  of  BoDBeval 
(Bte.  113)  in  tbe  Tarentaiae. 

Beaufi>rt  is  one  of   thoie  retired 


empkjyioeat  in  foreign 
Sorod  periodicall/  returu,  uoulvuk 
with  their  gaina  ;  otbem  realise  great 
wealth,  and  remain  to  die  wliere  they 
obtained  it.  Among  tbeafi  are  re> 
membered  &I.  Viollet,  a  great  planter 
in  St.  Domingo,  whose  fortune  belbre 
the  revolution  naa  ralued  at  a  million 
and  a  half  of  franca  ;  M.  Cornu,  a 
rich  banker  of  Paris ;  Bouohoge,  a 
banL«r  of  Toulouse ;  Favre,  a  cele- 
brated silk  merchant  of  Lyons;  and 
Jean  Mollis,  who  died  about  1780, 
and  left  to  bis  deecendanu  the  enor- 
nouB  sum  of,  It  ia  said,  lUO  miUion^  of 

At  present  Beanfort  is  one  of  lli« 
most  ind^endent  oommuniUes  in 
Savoy,  TTiey  were  permitted  by 
Charles  Emmanuel,  duke  of  Savoy, 
to  free  themselves  firom  feudal  rents 
bf  purchase;  and  in  1772  they  paid 
io  M.  Villet^del  de  Pleury,  marqoia 
of  Beaufort,  100,000  frauoa  for  their 
emancipation.  The  old  fomilies  of 
Beaufort  in  Eqglaad  and  franoe  had 
their  origin  here. 

Near  Beaufort,  on  a  hill  at  the 
entrance  Io  the  valley  of  Haute  Luce, 
are  the  ^Qel;  situated  ruins  of  tbe 
Chateau  de  la  Salle.  Thia  castle  re- 
faived  Henry  IV,  and  his 


in  October  1600:  tbe  pranks  played 
there  by  them  Aimished  some  scan* 
daloUB  Craditiona. 

VHopital  and  OonfiaM  are  divided 
only  by  tbe  Arlvi  the  former  b^ng 
situated  on  its  right  bank,  the  latter 
on  ihe  rocky  slopes  above  it  on  the 
other  side. 

Conflana  is  an  ancient  little  toim, 
with  about  1300  Inhah.  It  was  for- 
merly aurrounded  by  strong'  walla, 
and  defended  by  2  very  strong-  forts. 
It  reaisted  the  troops  of  Fraot^s  L  in 
the  war  of  1 536,  whan  it  was  partly 
burnt,  and  its  two  forts  demoliBhed. 
A  little  below  Confloos,  near  the 
banks  of  the  river,  there  is  a  rayal 
smelting-bouse  and  fiinndry,  whera 
tbe  silver  from  the  ore  raised  in  some 
mines  in  the  neighbourhood  is  re- 
duced :  it  is  seldom  worked,  and  tlia 
Foaderie  Soyale  Is  a  worthless  appen- 
doKe  to  Conflons. 

L'Hopitat,  or  Albertiiille  (a  name 
eiveu  in  compliment  to  the  late 
king  of  Sordima)  (  livni:  H.  Bojal, 
kept  by  tbe  Pr^res  Geny,  is  good. 
L'U^tal,  with  its  wide  streets  and 
elean  appearonee,  is  one  of  the  nicest 
little  towns  in  Savoy;  it  baa  aboot 
1500  Inhab.,  and  lying  in  the  fai^ 
road,  by  which  conununicatitm  is  h^d 
with  tlB;iDe,  Annecy,  and  Sallenchei^ 
with  Chambery,  and  with  Mouliers 
Tarentaise,  it  has,  sinoc  the  establish- 
ment  of  good  r<Ads,  been  daily  in- 
creasing in  importance.  Diligtaets  by 
Paverges  to  Annecy — to  Mos^en 
and  Cnambery. 


BOUTE  130. 

QESEVA  TO  CHIMB^RY  BY  AHHECT, 

101  ™™ 

A  Diligence  every  day. 

On  leaving  Geneva  the  rood  paoaes 
tbrougb  the  Plain  Palais,  crosses  the 
Arve,  and  continues  through  Carouge 
and  the  richly  cultivated  plain  of  tiie 
Arve,  until  it  rises  to  the  village  of 

IJ  St.  Julien,  on  the  frontier  of 
Savoy,  where  the  baggage  and  the 
passports  of  travellers  are  examined. 

Here  the  road  oontiaues  to  ascend 
a  long  hill  to  Uie  Mount  Sion,  a  ridge 
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whiah  niiia  nearly  at  right  angles 
with  the  Uont  Saleve.  From  its 
heig-ht,  more  than  3900  ft.  ibove  the 
level  of  the  sea,  the  riewa  of  the  Lake 
of  Geneva,  the  Jura,  and  Oie  deep 
vallef  of  the  lUtone  flowii^  into 
France,  form  a  fine  panrasma. 

It  ia  a  pleasing  tuire,  bnt  there  Is 
nothing  remarkaUe  In  the  sceaery. 
Its  course  is  generaUj  high,  though 
it  undulates  until  it  rises  to 

2  CruatUhs,  a  little  town  possesdng 
1300  Inhab.,  the  ruins  of  an  old  castle, 
Bud  a  dirty  inn  i  opposite  to  which 
one  of  those  crosses  is  plsoed,  so 
common  within  the  archbUhoprie  of 
Chambery,  which  m?ileB  every  body, 
nnder  a  promise  of  40  days  indiU- 
gence,  to  say  an  ave  and  a  pater,  and 
make  a  genuflexion,  as  a  set>off 
gainst  crime ! 

From  Craseilles  the  road  to  An. 
necy  crosses  the  stream  of  the  Uasea 
in  a  deep  defile.  A  lofty  bridge,  built 
of  brick,  once  croBsea  this  ravine, 
about  half-way  down  the  vaUej,  This 


have  beet)  safely 
passed  in  a  char.  The  Sardinian 
goYemmeat  has  thrown  an  iron  wire 
Bu^iension  bridge  over  this  ravine,  to 
earrr  Uie  road  direotly   across,  and 


the  road  on  the  bridge  are  each  about 
600  ft.  It  is  called  the  PotU  CAorJra 
Albtrt,  or  Pent  de  la  Caille,  and  was 
opeiKtd  in  Sept  I8;^^.  A  toU  of  50 
sous  is  paid  for  2  horses,  uid  60  sons 
for  a  la^er  number. 

It  is  a  pleasing  drive  by  the  ril- 
Wes  of  AicDiier,  Caval,  Prlngy,  and 
Meti,  through  a  hilly  country,  often 

Enting  nne  points  of  view  j  at 
ti  it  crosses  the  Mont  des  Bornes, 
lesoMids  a  hill  side  whieh  over- 
looks the  plain  and  lake  of  Annecy, 
sod  the  fine  moontain  scenery  whieh 
surrounds  iC  There  Is  a  singular 
beauty  in  the  views  thus  presented, 
and  a  charm  in  the  approach  to  An- 
necy which  is  likelj'  to  be  long  re- 
membered. At  the  Pont  de  Brogny 
the  river  Fier,  which  falls  into  the 
Bhone  at  Seiasel,  ia  orossee^  and  in 


half  an  hour  the  traveller  finds  him' 
self  at 

2^  Amuicy.  (/«>  .■  H.  de  Geneve, 
clean  and  good.)  This  city  of  6000 
Inhab.  is  in  a  beautiAil  situation  at 
the  extremity  of  a  great  plain,  and 
on  the  borders  of  a  lake,  which  is 
discharged  by  canals,  that  cross  its 
streets,  and  which  ia  led  by  the  canal 
of   Thloo,   to  fall   into   the   Fier   at 

Anitecy  is  a  curious  old  town,  the 
shops  in  many  of  its  streets  are  under 
arcades,  and  there  is  an  air  of  re> 
speetable  antiquity  about  It — though 
this,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  duchy 
of  Geneva,  is  only  the  modern  town. 
In  the  1 2th  century  it  was  known  SS 
Amuviacun  novum,  to  distinguish  it 
&01B  AnneoLiGHm  f>^us,  which  f6r- 
merly  existed  on  the  slopes  of  the 
beautiful  hill  of  Annecy -le-vieux. 
Numerous  medals  of  Ae  Boman  em- 
perors of  the  two  first  centuries  of 
the  Christian  ««  have  been  found 
here,  and  inscriptions,  sepulchres, 
urns,  uid  fragments  of  statues,  and  of 
a  temple,  attest  the  presence  of  this 
people.  It  rests  upon  litde  more 
than  conjecture,  that  it  was  known 
to  them  as  Cieitat  Simit,  or  accord- 
ing to  some  hewltdered  antiquarians, 
-  ■       -    Digmtia       --     


r  HS,,  authorisea  o 


r  the 


The  earliest  mention  of  Annecy  is 
by  the  emperor  Lothaire,  who  gave 
it,  under  the  name  of  Annesiacum, 
to  his  wife,  Tietberge,  as  proved  by 
a  document,  bearing  date  January 
11,  867. 

In  the  12th  century,  the  present 
Annecy  was  dlstingoiahed  from  An- 
necy-le-vieux,  by  William  I.  Comta 
of  the  Generais.  When  the  house 
ot  Geneva  became  extinct,  Aonecy 
passed  into  that  of  B^i^.  In  1412 
It  was  totally  burnt.  To  assist  in 
restoring  the  Inhabitants  to  their 
town,  Amedeus  VIII.,  duke  of  Savoy, 
gave  them  many  privileges,  and  ena- 
bled them  to  estabhsh  flax-spinnii^ 
works,  which  have  continued  to  be  its 
principal  manufacture.  In  1630,  the 
plaeue  almost  depopulated  the  town, 
and  destroyed  or  dispersed  the  work- 
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men.  TicMr  Amedena  L  mfterwards 
established  here  four  silk  miUg;  these 
were  destrojed  by  fire  during  the 
wuof  1S91. 

Id  ITii,  during  violent  disputes 
among  the  diRerent  mAQu&cturers  of 
Annecy,  a  lai^  estnbliBhinent  for 
the  mannbotnre  of  hats,  which  had 
eidslvd  for  s  coDtury  and  b  half,  was 
deatrojcd,  as  veil  as  others  for  the 
production  of  worsted  stockingB.  At 
the  same  time  were  destroyed  the  ma- 
nufftOtorj;  of  the  fin  anna  of  CoUm, 
&UIIOUS  in  ila  ib;,  and  extensive 
works  for  scathes,  reaping  hooks,  and 
cutlery  ;  perhaps  ther«  is  no  tow~  ~~ 
Europe  whose  history  has  beei 
long  associated  with  manufactnri! 
Annecy.  The  IJnpn  bleacherios  esta- 
blished in  1S50,  which  have  always 
sustained  a  high  reputation,  are  sill] 
flourishiDg.  Encouraged  by  Kapo- 
leon,  when  Savoy  was  under  thE 
French  government,  the  late  Baron 
Dnport,  of  Turin,  established  here  the 
first  cotton  works;  these  still  flourish. 
He  subsequently  established  those  a 
Ponle,  in  Val  d'Orca.  (Route  111.) 
.  Even  now  the  manufactures  o 
Annecy  are  not  all  enumerated , 
there  are  others  of  black  glass — of 
sulphuric  acid,  of  printed  cottons,  tc, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  a  fine  vein 
of  coal  is  worked,  at  Entreveme, — 
and  at  the  village  of  Crans  there  are 
oil,  com,  and  fulling  mills  on  the 
Fier,  and  mills  for  t£e  manufacture 
of  paper. 

The  active  inhabitants  of  Annecj 
hare  always  sought  new  channels  for 
their  industry—lhey  found  this  to 
be  necessary  in  order  to  procure  sub- 
sistence for  the  population  of  the  city, 
when  its  numerous  convents  were 
suppressed.  It  has  now  substituted  in- 
dustry and  independence  for  idleness 
and  beggary. 

There  are  many  objects  of  int^%st 
among  the  public  buildings  of  Annecy 
— the  ancient  Chilaau,  the  residence 
of  the  family  of  Oenevois-Nemours — 
the  old  Bishop's  palace — the  Catht- 
dral,  with  its  sanctuary.  In  the 
modern  Ch.  of  St  Franfois  are  de- 
— ited  the  relics  of  Saint  Frani^is 
Sales,    and    the    MSre    (SainCe) 


Chantal.      The    translation  of  their 
relics  &om  the  Cathedral  was  made 

n  ]  826,  with  great  ceremony. 

"  The  tender  friendship  that  long' 
lubsistdd  between  8t.FraDcis  de  Sales 
>nd  Id  M^re  Chantal,  has  given  to 
.heir  memory,  and  relics,  with  pious 
Catholics,  a  d^rree  of  interest  simile 
to  that  excited  by  the  remains  of 
Abelard  and  Eloise. 

"  Si-  Francis  de  Sales  was  desoended 
bom  the  noble  family  of  de  Sales  in 
Savoy;  he  was  born  in  l&ST.  having 
devoted  himself  to  the  chnrch,  ajid 
evinced  great  zeal  and  eloquence  in 
its  defence.  Ue  was  ordained  priniw 
and  bishop  of  Geneva  by  Pope  Cle> 
ment  VUL,  for  the  popes  assumcNl 
the  right  to  confer  these  titles  long 
after  the  Beformed  religion  had  been 
established  at  Geneva.  Annecy  being- 
made  a  bishop's  seat  when  the  Gene- 
fese  expelled  the  chapter  from  their 
lity,    St.   Francis  de   Sales    died    at 


inhahitl 


I,  that  li 


r 


taken  by  the  Trench  in  1630,  one  of 
the  six  articles  of  capitulation  stipu- 
lated that  the  body  of  the  venerable 
Francis  de  Sales  should  never  be  re- 
moved from  the  alj.''~BaiaiBgW3 
Tour  in  tht  Tarfntaite. 

At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  lake 
Uiere  is  a  beautiful  Avetme  and  prome- 
nade, where  f^rs  and  pnblic  amuse- 
ments are  held.  The  views  from  it 
of  the  mountain  and  the  lake  are  fine. 
Here  a  bronie  statue  has  been  erected 
to  Btrlhollft  the  chemist,  a  native  of 
Talloires  on  the  E.  side  of  the  Lake 
of  Annecy,  by  his  fbllow-citizens. 

The  level  of  the  lake  of  Annecy  U 
about  1400  ft  above  that  of  the  sea; 
it  aboonds  in  fine  fish)  among  those  - 
least  known  tc  travellers  are  the 
lotte,  and  a  fish  peculiar  to  this  lake, 
the  vairm. 

A  good  road  carried  along  the 
S.W.  shores  of  the  Uke  leads  to 
Faveiges.  About  two-thirds  of  the 
distance  is  the  CMteaa  Daitg,  placed 
on  a  neck  of  land  which  rons  out 
into  the  lake — here  many  strangen 
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come  to  board  and  lodg;e  durina;  the  There  jg,  however,  a  much  shorter 
Biuaiuer,  uid  ei^oy  the  moat  deUght-  way  than  by  Ugine  to  THopital  Con- 
ful  excursions  in  its  delicious  ueigh-  flajis ;  2  hra.  ma;  be  gained  by  guiag' 
boarbood.  '  .  .      .      ,     „  q 

The  best  waj  (o  get  to  the  Chiteau 
Duiog  is  by  the  lake.  Boats  may  be 
hired — lar^  ctumay  pnnt^  ^  charge 


,  a  opening 
lofty  mounuans,  which  bound  it<.  ^..^ 
side,  discloses  the  C/iMetai  of  MentAon, 
on  the  delicious  slopes  of  a  recess: 
here  St.  Bernard,  the  "Apostle  of  the 
Alps,"  was  bom,  and  the  place  of  bis 
■'.Tity,    independent    of    its     local 


beat 


■avelier,  (Rte,  108.) 
A  road  leads  up  by  Menthou,  and 
across  the  moonlaiii  above  into  the 
valley  of  Thonee,  one  of  the  most  re- 
ared, and  unfrequented  by  strangers, 
in  Savoy.  It  may  be  visited  in  goiu^ 
from  Annecy  to  Bonneville,  on  the 
road  to  Chamouny,  for  a  road  leads 
thither  in  8  hrs.  throngh  Thones  and 


Entremont, 


If  the  traveller  have  time,  a  abort 
excursion  may  be  made  from  Annecy 
to  Annecy-le-Vieui;  where,  on  the 
inner  and  S.  angle  of  the  tower,  a 
Koman  inscription  will  be  found. 

The  establishmeDt  at  Crans.  of  the 
hydraulic  machines  for  the  drsjoage 
of  the  lake,  is  also  deserving  of  a  visit. 

From  Acnccy  tt>  Aix  there  is  no- 
thing remarkable.  The  road  pSisaea 
through  a  rich  and  pleasing  country, 
by  the  villages  of  Vieugy  and  M- 


ron,  and  one  of  the  most  remarkable 

objects  between  Annecy  and  Aix  is 

its  fine  sloue  brid|fe— a  single  arch 

great   height  and  span,  which  is 


s  the  Cheron,  < 


excnraion    offering    This  village  was  more  importwit  for- 


mueh  beaudful  scenery,  and 
little  known.  Oj^site  the  Cbftteau 
Duing  is  Talloires,  the  birthplace  of 
the  chemist  Berthollet. 

From  the  Ch&teau  Duing,  the  road 
to  Faverges  continues  up  the  valley 
of  Ean  Morte  about  3  m.;  it  is  so 
nearly  level  that  ^e  plaiu  of  the 
valley  is  o^n  inundated. 


tifuUy  situated  amidst  wooded  slopes 
and  monntsins;  it  is  well  Cultivated, 
and  abounds  in  rich  meadows.  It 
was  known  in  the  12lb  century  as 
Fabricariiun,  a  name  arising  from  its 
numerous  forges  for  copper  and  iron. 
Its  repulalion  has  not  decreased ; 
there  are  now  silk-mills  established 
there,  manufactories  of  cutlery,  and 
tanneries ;  and  since  the  completion 
of  the  road  by  U^e  into  tlie  Taren- 
taise  it  is  doily  improving.  lie  old 
castle  is  linely  situated. 

A  slight  elevation  divides  the  head 
of  Che  vaUe^  of  the  Ban  Morte  from 
that  of  the  stream  of  Monthouz, 
which  runs  into  the  Arly  at  Ugine. 
(Rte.  119.)  The  valley  of  Monthouz 
is    richly   wooded   and    picturesque. 


of  which  s 


built  on  both  sides  of  the  ri  ._ 
to  defend  the  passage  of  the  valley. 
Beyond  Alby  the  route  is  withont 
particular  interest,  except  at 

1  Albma,  a  village  of  lODO  Inhab. 
Beyond  Albens  me  rood  soon  de- 
scends, and  overlooks  the  plain  of 
Aix,  where  that  town,  the  lake  of 
Bourget,  and  the  basin  of  Cbomliery, 
bounded  by  the  Mont  du  Chat,  the 
Mont  d'Azi,  the  Mont  Grenier,  pre- 
sent B.  scene  of  singular  beauty. 

U  Aix  les  Baina  (/nnj;  Poste,  very 
good;  H,  Venat,  clean,  but  nol  weU 
managed,  better  situated  than  the 
Poste;  H.  du  Pare),  The  wine  of 
Montmeillan  is  good.  There  are  nu- 
merous boarding-houses;  that  of  M. 
Guillaud  is  a  very  comfortable  house. 
Charges:  dinner  4  fr.;  breakfast  1^ 
fr.i  baths  in  the  house  at  1  fr.  20  c; 
'      '      14  fr. 


This  watering-plsce  was  known  to 
the  Romans  under  the  name  of  Aqun 
Gratianfe,'and  it  is  still  resorted  to 
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Sectn. 


oonntTj  TotiBd  it,  by  more  ttuw  3200 
lisitera  je&rly.  The  town  ilaelf  is 
situated  at  a  little  distance  to  the  E. 
of  tbe  pretty  Lac  de  Bourget,  and 
contuns  2000  Inbab.;  in  itselF  it  boa 
little  to  reoranmend  it.  and  little  or 
Mthii^  has  been  done   to  promote 


the 


t  of 


atrangera.  It  contains  guteral  Ronum 
Semaine,  a  Triumphal  Arch,  in  a  de- 
baaed  Doric  style,  probablj'  of  tbe  3rd 
or  4th  cesturiee,  raised  by  T.  Pom- 
peiiis  Csmpaitus,  a  portion  of  an  Ionic 
Ttit^le  of  Diana  or  Venus,  and  a  Va- 
pour Bath,  lined  with  bricks  and  mar- 
ble, with  hjpnoust,  and  pipes  for  the 
water,  in  a  tolerably  perfect  stale. 

Its  Mineral  Sprimja  are  warm  and 
aulphureous;  they  hare  a  temperature 
varying  between  100°  and  117°  Fahr. 
The  Alma  Spring  (iDcorrectly  bo  called, 

beneath  an  antique  arch ;  it  is  partly 
employod  in  douching  horses. 

The  Bvlphvr  Spring  is  exaeedingly 
oopioasi  it  is  drunk  at  the  source,  and 
1b  good  for  corracting  derangement  of 
the  digestive  organs.  These  waters, 
howerer,  are  chieSy  employed  for 
baths,  and  above  all  {ur  douche  baths. 
A  handsome  bath-house  has  been 
built  by  a  {bnner  king  of  Sardinia, 
into  the  apartments  of  which  the  hot 
water  is  introduced  in  streams,  which 
descend  from  a  height  of  S  or  1 0  ft. 

ru  the  patient  After  undergoing 
douching  process,  which  consistB 
in  bating  the  water  applied  to  terlous 
ports  of  tbe  body,  while  they  are  at 
the  same  time  subjected  to  brisk  fric- 
tion by  the  hands  of  two  attendants, 
the  patient  is  wrapped  up,  dripping 
wet,  in  a  blanket,  carried  liome  m  a 
sedaD-chair,  and  put  into  a  warm  bed. 
A  brisk  perspira^on  succeeds. 

Balls  are  given  twice  a  week  during 
the  season  in  the  room  at  the  Cattino, 
where  there  is  also  a  readius-room. 
Gaming  is  prohibited. 

A  portion  of  the  tim 
in  the  bathing  process  may  be  ^ree- 
abty  employ«l  in  rides  and  walks  in 
tbe  neighbonrhood,  whose  Turied  and 
beautiful  scenery  cannot  faQ  to  afford 
pleasure  and  amusement.  The  &• 
'   1  is  to  Saute  Conit», 


on  the  opposite  or  N.W.  shore  of  the 
Lac  de  Bourget  (Borgfaetto).  This 
monastery,  beautifully  situated  by  the 
side  of  the  lake,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
Hont  da  Chat,  was  founded  in  1135. 
Its  Gothic  chapels  were  tbe  burtal- 
plsces  of  the  joiuces  of  Savoy,  canons 
of  CiteauK,  &c.  Among  them  was  an 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  son  of 
Count  Thomas  of  Savoy,  who  died  in 
1270.  The  building  was  pill^^  and 
desecrated  at  the  french  rerolution; 
die  coffins  were  opened  and  rifled, 
and  the  monuments,  paintings,  and 
stained  glass  destroved.  It  was,  how- 
ever, restored  by  Charles  Felix,  King 
of  Sardinia,  as  nearly  as  pos^ble  to 
its  original  conditioni  the  tombs  have 
been  renovated,  tbe  walls  painted 
afresh,  and  the  windows  replenished 
with  Bohemian  glass.  About  -J  m. 
behind  the  abliey  is  an  intermittent 
spring,  called  Fontaina  ih3  Afemeillga. 

The  W,  shore  of  the  lake  consnts 
of  a  tall  precipice  of  limestone,  rising 
almost  pe^>endicularly  fri»B  dw  wa< 
ter's  edge,  and  extnuBng  from  Haute 
Combe  to  the  oastle  of  Bordeau.  One 
of  the  meditations  of  Lamartine,  that 
entitled  "Le  Lac,"  was  inspirad  by 
the  scenery  of  this  spot.  Behind 
Bordeau  commmoes  the  ascent  of  the 
Mont  du  Chat,  the  probable  route  of 
Hannibal;  the  old  Itoman  road  has 
been  recently  replaced  by  a  fine  cause- 
way, skilfully  oonducted  in  dgii^  up 
the  hill. 

An  agreeable  way  of  visitiug  the 
scenery  of  the  lake  is  to  take  a  boat 
from  Aix  to  Ha&t«  Combe,  and  tb^ 
send  it  to  wait  at  the  little  village  of 
Bordeau,  at  tbe  toot  of  the  ascent  to 
the  Mont  du  Chatj  and  after  viutii^ 
the  chapel  and  fountain,  walk  t^ 
i^reeable  by-paths  along  tbe  heights 
which  skirt  the  S.  side  of  the  lake, 
and  descend  by  the  great  road  from 
the  Mont  du  Chat  (p.  360).  Tbe 
boats  are  ill  built  and  worse  «>- 
pointed,  requiring  3  men.  The  tr^ 
will  cost  about  8  or  9  frs. 

Steamiirt  now  [^  on  the  lake  of 
Bourget,  between  Cnamb^ry  and  Aiz, 
and  Lyons  by  the  Upper  Khone  during 
the  season  3  dmes  a  week.  The 
sieamers  are  small  and  dirty,  and  th* 
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voyage  tediom. — E.  S.  A  very  tor- 
tuous canal  eamea  the  waters  of  the 
lake  into  the  river  Bhone,  where  the 
appearance  of  a  steamer,  winding 
about  like  a  vast  auimal  in  the  mea- 
dowa.  is  sufHciently  straoge. 

The  length  of  the  nklire  voyage  tfe- 
actndag  is  about  9  hrs.;  but  a  long 
and  vexations  delay  takes  place  at  the 
douanes  both  of  ^voy  aod  France, 
which  matces  it  irom  2  to  3  his.  more. 
The  ascent  of  the  Bhone  from  Lyons 
is  very  tedious,  requiring  22  hrs. ;  the 
•oenerj  is  not  generally  reinarkable, 
but  there  are  some  points  both  atrik- 
u^  and  exciting;  Uie  moat  remack- 
able  of  these  is  at  the  Sant  du  Rhone, 
where  tbe  ohannel  narrows  into  a 
deep  ravine  between  vast  overhanging 
rocks,  those  oa  tbo  side  of  France 
surmounted  by  the  garrison  of  fierre 
Cbatel  in  a  most  commandiog  situ- 
ation; through  this  narrow  channel 
the  water  rushes  in  fury  amidst  vaet 
rocka,  but  the  pilots  with  great  skill 
pasa  in  aafety,  and  immediately  below 
the  point  of  greatest  dai^er,  shoot 
beneath  a  brOge  c^  iron  wire  that 
connects  the  frontjera  of  France  and 
Savoy  undw  the  fiM't  of  Pierre  CbateL 
The  moat  difficult  navigaliioi  in  tbe 
ascent  is  to  work  the  steamer  up  tbe 
rapid  in  tliia  ravine.  Sea  'Klsuboos 
for  Fbamce. 

At  tbe  g.  extremity  of  tlie  lake 
waa  the  castiu  of  Bourger,  ihe  resi- 
dence of  the  ancient  counts  of  Savoy, 
down  to  the  time  of  Amedeus  V.  or 
the  Great,  who  was  bom  in  it  in  1249. 
He  sent  for  ttie  painter  Giorgio  di 
Aquila,  a  pupil  of  Giotto,  to  deco- 
rate ita  interior  ;  ajid  son:ie  fragmenta 
of  fresco,  now  nearly  effacect  in  a 
uabinet  formed  in  the  thickness  of  the 
w^l  of  one  of  the  towers,  are  pro- 
bablv  a  part  of  his  work. 

The  route  from  Aix  is  very  beau- 
tiful as  it  passes  below  the  finely 
wooded  slopes  of  the  Mont  d'Au  and 
I)ent  At  Nivolet,  its  undulations  often 
presenting  views  of  the  lake  of  Bour- 

St,  and  the  fine  range  of  the  Mont 
Chat,    The  approach  to 
2  Cbahb£bt  (Bte.  127)  is  highly 
ncturesque,  and  oAers  some  beauti- 
ful views. 


EOUTE  120*. 


On  this  road  there  is  a  aaving  of 

3J  postes — viz. 

IJ  St  Juhen,  including  ^  pOsle  de 

2  Cruseilles,    extra    horse    all   the 
year  (p.  347). 

2i  Anneoi/.  (See  Rte.  120.) 
s}  Faverges.  Fare^es  is  not  a 
regular  post  station,  but  the  landlord 
of  the  Hotel  de  la  Poste  will  supply 
horses  at  the  tariff  A  new  road  is  in 
prog^esB  from  Faverges  to  Alberlvills 
(rHopital)  along  tbe  plain,  b^  which 
the  dirtv  town  and  hill  of  Ugine  will 

3  Albei-tville  (L'Hapital> 

a  AiguelwUe.  locating  AlbertviQe 
the  road  passes  through  Grcsy  i  it  - 
there  leaves  the  MontmeillaD  road, 
and  ahortly  after  orosses  the  Isire  by 
a  wooden  brii^,  where  a  toll  ia  paid 
(18  sous  for  a  carriage  with  3  horsea 
and  3  persons), — C.  H, 


&ENETA  TO  CHAMBftBT,  BT  RUMILLV. 

121  postes.  There  is  so  little  to 
interest  tbe  traveller  in  this  route, 
that  it  is  generally  avoided  by  stran- 
gers, who  prefer  going  by  Annecy, 
tiiough  it  is  a  little  further  round. 

IJ  St.  Juhen  (including  J  posle  de 
faveur).  Here  the  route  b^  Aunecy 
aepu^ales  from  that  by  Bumilly  ;  the 
latter  takes  a  more  weaterlj  course 
toward  the  Rhone  \  it  rises  over  the 
ridge  of  tbe  Mount  Sion,  but  at  a 
place  1200  ft.  lower  than  the  point 
of  paasage  to  Annecy.  Hence  it  de- 
scends into  tbe  beautiful  little  valley 
of  the  Ussea  at 

2}  Fraagif  (extra  horse  all  the  year), 
a  neat  little  town,  with  good  houaea, 
and  tolerable  inna.    Many  Roman  an- 


Uquitiea,   _    

scriptioDS,  have  been  found  here. 

"nie  road  rises  steeply  from  the 
vale  of  the  Ussea,  and  is  carried  over 
a  country   where  the  valley  of  the 
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Bhone  can  be  traceil,  which  ia,  at  one 
point,  only  a  few  miles  from  Seiaael ; 
tiiere  it  takeg  a  courae,  up,  and  hi|^b 
ftbove  tlie  vaUej  of  the  Cherun,  and 
presents  manj  and  eilenaive  yiewa 
into  and  over  Ihia  valley.  This  ia  the 
most  picturesque  part  of  the  route. 

1^  Mionas,  extra  horse  ail  the 
year, 

1^  Bumilly.  Here  the  Chcron,  near 
its  confluence  with  the  Elpha,  ia 
crOBsed.  A  poor  place,  affi^rding  poor 
accommodation.  The  antiquity  of 
Bumilly,  RmtilliiKum.  ia  high ;  it  lay 
in  the  principal  road  from  Aiz  to 
Creneva,  but  nothing  is  known  of  its 
early  history  ;  and  at  a  later  period 
traces  of  a  fire  or  a  plague  atone 
mark  the  progresa  of  time  in  the 
hiatory  of  moat  of  the  Savoyard  towna 
of  this  class.  It  has  dov  a  population 
of  nearly  4000. 

From  Rumilly  to 

aAlbeni  the  drive  is  very  liean- 
BspeciftUy  under  the  hill  of 
Chautagne,  where  the  village  of  Bloye 
ia  situated.  AC  Albena  the  roada  by 
Bumilly  and  Annecy  from  Geneva  to 
Chambcry  unite.  A  little  off  the  road 
at  Gresy  is  a  cascade,  in  visiting 
which,  a  lady,  in  the  suite  of  Queen 
Hortense.  lost  her  life,  periahiug  by  a 
fall  over  the  precipice  before  the  ejea 
of  her  friends. 

1^  Alx  lea  Bains,  p.  319. 

S  CaAUB^BV,  p.  365, 


A  poat-road  to  I'Hopitat  (Albert- 
ville)  6^  posts. 

a  Moatiaeillim.  (Rte.  127.)  Here 
tie  routes  to  the  Mont  Cenis  and  the 
Val  la^re  divide  :  the  former  crosses 
the  Is^re  to  enter  the  laUey  of  the 
Arc  at  Aiguebelle,  and  continnes  in 
it  to  I^analebourg  ;  tbe  latter  ascends 
nearly  up  to  the  head  of  the  Val 
Is&re,  and  after  crossing  the  Col 
d'lseran,  descends  by  tie  valley  of 
the  Arc  to  Lanslebourg. 

Montmeillan  is  lefl,  afler  luiiag 


ascended  through  ita  steep  streets  to 
where  two  roads  branch  off :  one,  on 
the  i.,  leads  to  Aix ;  the  other,  on  the 
rL,  prooceds  along  the  mountain  side, 
on  the  M,  bank  of  the  laJre,  to 

St.  Pierre  d'Albigny.  a.  neat  little 
town  with  a  good  inn,  Thero  is  no- 
thing worthy  of  notice  before  reach- 
ing St.  Pierre.  The  la*™  flows 
through  a  portion  only  of  its  broad 
winter  bed,  leaving  the  blanched 
stones  to  mark  its  extent  at  that  sea- 
son. The  slopes  aronnd  Montmeillao 
and  SL  Pierre  are  celebrated  for  tbe 
wine  they  produce. 

A  little  beyond  St.  Pierre  is  a  fine 
feature  in  the  soenery  of  the  vatlev, 
the  Chateau,  do  Mtolans.  It  is  built 
on  a  mass  of  rock  juttin);  out  of  the 
mountain  side  in  a  most  commanding 
situation.  The  ascent  is  gradual  to  tbe 
platform,  which  on  the  top  of  the  rock 
IS  extensive  enough  for  the  castle. 
Its  elevation  is  about  800  or  900  ft. 
above  the  laSre,  commanding  exten- 
sive views  up  and  down  the  valley, 
and  across  into  the  valley  of  the  Arc; 
for  it  is  nearly  opposite  to  the  coo- 
Suence  of  the  Arc  and  the  Is^re. 

"  The  old  towers  of  the  Chateau 
de  Miolans  overhang  inaccessible  pre- 
i,  foar  or  five  times  their  heighL 
look-oal    upon    the     beautifol 
valley  b 


slits  which  B 


cells  in  the  towers,  must  often  to  the 
poor  prisoners  within  (for  this  was 
the  state  prison  of  Savoy)  have  cre- 
ated a  desire  for  liberty,  and  at  the 
same  moment  have  crushed  the  hope 
of  its  attainment. 

"  The  chiteau  or^nally  belonged 
to  one  of  the  moat  ancient  families  in 
Savoy,  distinguished  aa  early  as  the 
ninth  cent.  Between  that  period  and 
the  sixteenth,  many  of  the  barons 
of  Hiolans  were  celebrated  as  sol- 
diers, and  other  members  of  the 
family  were  eminent  in  the  church,  aa 
bishops  of  the  Maurienne ;  but  the 
male  line  becoming  extinct  in  1523, 
tbe  chftteau  was  bought  by  Charles 
III.,  duke    of  Savoy,  and  converted 
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to  France,  when  the  castle  of  Mio- 
lana  was  dismantled.  However  strong 
it  might  have  been  as  a  prison,  as  a 
military  station,  at  least  since  the  use 
of  cannon,  it  must  have  b«en  defence- 
less.  Now  it  is  interesting  only  to 
the  painter  and  the  antiquary  ;  rank 
weeds  fill  its  courts,  its  drawbridges 
are  decayed  ;  its  walls  are  cnimbhng 
to  the  earth,  and  bear  to  oblivion  in 
their  ruin  the  names  written  upon 
them  by  the  soldier  in  (he  guu^l- 
room.  and  the  captive  in  his  cell. 
Where  formerly  the  sighs  of  the  poor 
wreleh  pierced  the  wallB  of  Ite  dun- 
^on,  blasts  of  wmd  have  now  passed 
through  a  thousand  rents,  and  whistled 
the  requiem  of  feudal  tyranny."  — 
.roumala  of  m  Alpine  Trawtler. 

A  path  on  the  Dorthem  side  of  the 
rosjl  leadn  down  through  the  meadows 
and  vineyards  to  the  village  of  Fra- 
t«rive  in  the  road  beyond  Miolans; 
thence  through  the  village  of 

2j  Gr^ay,  and  the  hamleta  of  St. 
Vial .     •  -" 


d^™ 


aejr,  to 


IJ  Albertville  (I'Hopital)  in  Itoute 
119.  The  disUnce  hence  to  Moulders 
is  calculated  at  3^  posts. 

At  I'Hopital  tbc  Arly  is  crossed 
to  pursue  the  course  to  ite  upper  val- 
ley of  the  Isi^re,  a  district  distingaished 
B3  the  Tarenta^se.  The  journey  to 
Mnutierg,  distant  about  16  Eng.  m,,  is 
through  a  pictHresque  valley.  The 
road  lies  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Isire, 
through  a  succession  of  beautiful 
scenes.  The  direction  of  the  valley 
in  ascending  from  Montmeitlan  to 
Conflans  is  S.E.,  but  from  Conllaiis  to 
Moutiers  it  is  a  little  E.  of  S. 

Above  Conflans  the  valley  is  much 
narrower;  the  lower  ranges  of  the 
mountains  are  more  ricby'  wooded, 
the  valley  retired  and  pastoral  in  its 
character.  The  ruins  of  OasHes  are 
often  seen,  on  heights  that  jut  out  on 
rocks  iu  commaninng  situations  from 
the     rich     backgrounds     of    forest 

The  lirst  village  that  is  passed  is 
La  Batie  (ObUmim).  and  the  next  of 
any  importance  is  Roehe-Cavins,  which 
is  about  half-way  between  Conflans 
and  Moutiers.  About  10  m.  from 
ConQans,  near  the  hamlet  of  fetit 
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Cceur,  there  is  a  fine  cataract,  which 
dashes  down  amidst  immense  rocks.—- 
a  spot  forming  a  striking  contrast  to 
the  general  fertility  and  repose  of  (he 
valley.    About  3  m.  farther  the  valley 

ras  into  a  rich  little  plain,  where 
pretty  village  of  Aigueblanche 
is  situated.  Here  the  road  rises,  and, 
having  passed  its  crest,  descends  into 
a  deep  defile  that  leads  to  Moutiers, 
by  a  road  terraced  id  the  steep  stupe 
of  this  ravine,  from  which  it  abruptly 
enters  the  basin  of  the  Val  Is^re,  in 
which  Moutiers  Tarentaise  {Daren- 
taaia)  is  situated  on  the  confluence  of 
the  Isfire,  and  the  Doron  of  BozeL 

3i  Moutiers.  — {{tint!  Hotel  de  la 
Diligence; — a  small  inn,  Chez  Vizioz, 
both  dirty ;  the  former  perhaps  the 
worst.)  Inhab.  2000.  This  capital  of 
theTarenWise  derives  its  present  name 
from  an  old  monastery,  which  was 
built  at  a  little  distance  from  the  an- 
cient Darentasia,  which  was  destroyed 
many  centuries  since.  The  ancient 
city  was  the  seat  of  the  bishops  of 
Darentasia;  and  it  is  highly  probable 
that  in  this  city,  which  gave  its  name 
to  the  bishopric  as  early  as  the  year 
420,  and  to  the  province  of  the  Ta- 
rentaise— having  been  destroyed  at 
an  unrecorded  period  —  its  bishops 
built  at  a  little  distance  another 
church,  and  a  monastery  for  the 
clergy,  who  came  to  Gx  their  resi- 
dence in  the  present  Moutiers ;  and 
preserved  the  primitive  title  of  their 
seat,  which  has  not  varied  for  13  cen- 
turies. That  no  vestiges  of  the  an- 
cient city  should  have  been  found 
is  not  very  extraordinary,  when  it 
is  conwdered  that  the  Ostn^ths,  and 
the  Lombards  in  the  7th  century,  and 
the  Saracens  twice  in  the  9th  cen- 
tury, having  penetrated  into  the  val- 
leys of  the  Maritime,  Cottian,  and 
Graian  Alps,   destroyed  the  habitt 


I  the  ti 
lages.  It  is  often  afterwards  c 
tioned  in  local  archives  connected  w 
the  church,  and  in  the  wars  of  I 
16th  and  17th  oentnriea,  and  in  16 


dvil- 
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1373  jeftra.  The  city  now  containa 
BD  hixpital  for  tbe  poor,  which  was 
founded  in  the  luih  centurj,  aod  an 
EcoU  da  Mmei,  with  h  laboraMrj'  for 
practiCBl  eiuDutBtiaii  of  the  produc- 
tiuns  of  the  mines  of  Fe«ey.  The  sur- 
rounding country  is  one  of  especial 
interest  to  the  f^eolo^ist. 

The  Salt-tcorla  are  now  the  disdn- 
gnishine  feature  of  Moutiers.  They 
are  admirably  conducted,  and  produce 
nearly  1500  tons  of  salt  yearly,  ex- 
tracted from  a  saline  source  which  is 
only  impregnated  to  the  aiDoant  of 
I 'S3  per  cent.,  even  in  the  strongest 
of  its  three  springs. 

These  spno^  rise  at  die  base  of  a 
Tast  mass  of  limeatone,  in  t^e  deep 
ravine  of  the  Doroo,  about  a  mile 
above  its  junction  with  the  Isdre. 
The  water  rises  with  force  &om  its 
source,  and  emits  oarbonic  gas  and 
a  little  sulphuretted  hydn^en.  The 
springe  are  warm,  and  that  of  the 
strongest  99°  iTahronheit.  Daring 
tbe  great  earthquake  of  Lisbon,  the 
aalines  of  Moutiers  ceased  to  flow  for 
48  hours:  when  the  reflux  took  place 
the  quantity  was  increased,  but  the 
saline  impregnation  was  weaker.  The 
salt-works  at  Bex  (Route  56)  are  con- 
ducted in  a  similar  way,  but  with  a 
raet  difference  in  the  saline  strength 
of  (he  water.  At  Mouliere  it  has 
scarcely  half  the  strength  of  that  of 
»ea-water;  yet  it  is  worked  to  some 
profit  by  Uie  simplicity  of  the  process, 
and  tbe  use  of  water  as  the  motive 
power  for  the  pumps. 

Beside*  oommon  salt,  the  water 
contains,  in  imall  proportions,  sul- 
phate of  lime,  sulphate  of  soda,  sul- 
phate and  muriate  of  magnesia,  and 
oxide  of  iron. 

There  are  foar  great  evapcwating- 
houses  filled  with  fa^tita  at  black- 
thorn. The  water  from  the  mines  is 
pomped  to  tbe  top  of  the  first  and 
tecond  of  these,  wMcb  are  uncovered, 
and  then  allowed  to  pass  through 
perforated  canals,  slowly  dropping 
through  the  woodstacks  and  spread- 
ing over  the  extensive  surface  c^  the 
branches.  By  this  process  the  sul- 
phate of  lime  attaches  itself  to  tbe 
wood,  and  the  wMer  loses  m>  DUieb 
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by  evaporation,  diat  the  proportion  of 
salt,  after  the  operation,  ia  increased 
nearly  one-half:  i.e.  to  about  3  per 
cent.  It  is  then  pumped  above  &a 
third  house,  constructed  in  the  same 
way,  except  that  it  is  covered,  to  pre- 
vent the  saline  solution  (rata  being 
afiain  weakened  by  rain.  In  this, 
the  eraporstion  leaves  the  solution  <rf 
the  strength  of  12  per  cent.  A  fourth 
house  now  r«ceives  it,  and  in  &voar- 
aUe  weaU>er  it  there  acquires  a 
strength  of  ii  dt^^ees.  The  process 
of  pumping,  after  percolation  and 
evaporation,  is  carried  on  by  the  (xaet 
of  a  oanal  of  water,  detached  from  tbe 
Doron,  and  the  machinery  scarcely 
ever  requires  interference. 

When  the  briike  has  acquired  Uw 
strength  of  20  per  oent  it  is  con- 
duct^ into  a  large  boildin?,  where 
there  are  boiling  pans,  and  Uie  salt  ia 
crystallised  in  ihv  usual  manner. 

So  much  fuel  is  saved  by  this  sTt* 
tern  of  evaporation  by  tbe  air,  ^at 
only  one  aixleenlh  of  the  fuel  is  con- 
anmed  which  would  be  required  for 
evaporating  the  weak  brine  as  it  comes 
&om  tbe  springs.  The  faggots  are 
changed  once  in  about  5  or  6  years : 
they  decay  soonest  in  the  first  era- 
porating^bouses,  where  the  solution  it 
weakest;  those  in  tbe  3rd  and  4lh  are 
more  durable,  from  the  coating  of 
syenite  they  acquire,  which,  when 
broken  off,  resembles  the  stoms  and 
branches  of  encrijiiteg. 

There  is  aiuither  mode  of  evapo- 
rating from  cords,  invented  by  an  m- 
genious  Savoyard,  of  the  name  of 
Battel.  It  consists  in  suspendtr^ 
cords  IroD  the  roof,  and  fixing  tlieia 
tight  at  tbe  bottom:  they  are  about 
16  ft.  long.  These  cords  are  plaoed 
aa  thickly  as  possible,  consistent  with 
ftoe  ventilatioD)  and  the  upper  eoda 
are  so  fastened,  that  the  water  pumped 
over  them  trickles  down,  only  by 
these  cords,  very  sliowly.  By  r»- 
peatedty  allowing  the  bnne  thus  to 
desoend,  the  greater  part  of  the  water 
is  evaporate<C  and  tbe  cords  left  in- 
eruated  with  a  cylinder  of  cirstalUaed 
l^rpsum,  which  is  detached  by  a  par- 
ticular instrument.  Tbia  practice  td 
completing  the  pra«eH^  by  evMpoi*- 
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tion  in  the  air,  ia  disoontijiiied  now, 
thongh  the  cords  are  uaed  for  getting 
a.  higher  ccHiceiitration  of  the  brine 
than  heretotiire :  this  strong  solution 
is  sent,  like  the  rest,  to  ue  boihng 
pans-  The  weak  solution  used  to  rot 
the  cords ;  but  by  only  using  them 
aher  5  per  cent,  had  been  obtained  in 
tba  BohitioD,  the;  have  been  known  to 
reniiuD  30  years  in  use  without  being 
changed)  some  of  these,  originally  ^ 
>Q  inch  in  diameter,  are  coaled  with 
gypsum  3  or  3  inches  tliick.  These 
works  belong  to  the  government, 
tbough  they  yield  an  annual  profit  oF 
only  50,000  fr.=.200(l(. 

From  Montiera  to  Bourg  St.  Man- 
rice  the  road  agun  takes  a  SM.  di- 
rection ;  and,  on  leaving  the  little 
basin  of  Moulieis  to  ascend  the  Isiire, 
it  passes  through  a  gorge  which  con- 
tinues a  short  way,  and  then  opens  at 


high  on  the  right  bonk,  and  is  carried 
over  a  neck  of  rock  at  a  great  heiglit 
above  the  torrent.  The  view  looking 
down  and  back  upon  St.  Marcel  from 
the  rock  is  very  fine.  This  road  was 
made  by  Viator  Emanuel,  Duke  of 
Savoy,  in  1766,  The  defile  at  the 
base  of  this  rock  is  only  wide  enough 
for  the  torrent  of  the  Is£r& 

TIte  valley  opens  above  this  defile^ 
and  immeduitefy  beyond  it,  below  the 
road,  is  seen  the  village  of  Centron, 
still  preserving  the  name  of  the  Cen- 
trones,  an  Alpine  people  who  inha- 
bited this  valley. 

About  10  m.  from  Montiera  is 
Aime    (Axmna).   one   of   the  chief 
towns  of  the  Centrones,  and,  acoord- 


le  of  Axuma  was  given  to  it. 
On  a  hill  above  it,  there  are  the  re- 
mains of  Koman  fortifications:  some 
round  towers  of  great  antiquity,  both 
in  the  town  uid  on  the  site  of  the  an- 
cient fort,  are  still  atajuling,  the  mar 
flonry  having  been  ecrong  enough  to 
bold  the  masses  tog«tliM  thiou^  so 
many  ages,  There  is  also  a  subter- 
■    1  which   a»- 


venes  the  tovra.from  ^me  ruins,  sup- 
posed to  hare  been  a  temple,  to  t£e 
fortress ;  the  vault  of  this  passage  ia 
supported  by  columns  of  stone,  each 
shaft  of  a  single  piece.  Here  some 
inscriptiouB  hare  been  found,  particu- 
larly one  in  honour  of  Trajan, 

An  aneitait  communication  between 
the  town  and  the  fort  may  aieo  be 
traced  in  steps  cut  out  of  the  rock 
upon  whioh  the  latter  stands.  That 
the  former  extent  of  Aime  greatly 
exceeded  its  present  boundaries,  wat 
shown  by  some  discoveries  of  subter- 
raneous structures  opened  in  forming 
a  new  road  into  the  tipper  Tarentaise 
in  1760. 

Al>ove  Aime  the  formation  of  a  new 
carriage  road  is  in  progress,  and  tike 
inhabitants  hope  that  their  Govern- 
ment will  soon  open  it  across  the 
Liittle  St.  Bernard,  and  make  (his  a 
high  road  to  Turin.  The  beauty  and 
interest  of  such  a  route  cannot  mil  to 
induce  a  great  influx  t^  strangers, 
besides  the  benefit  of  oommunicatioa 
between  difilerent  communities  of  tbe 


Gienerally,  the  valley  of  the  IsBre, 
from  Aime  to  Bourg  St,  Maurice,  ia 
wild  and  dreary,  and  not  picturesque. 
The  vine  grows  as  far  as  the  village 
of  Bellentres,  which  is  nearly  i^poaito 
to  the  village  and  valley  of  Landri, 
that  lead  to  the  mines  of  Pesey,  tbe 
moat  celebrated  in  Savoy.  They  are 
situated  near  the  foot  of  the  glacier 
of  the  ChafEb-Quarre,  and  more  than 
6000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea: 
the  ore  is  a  fine-gruned  eulphuret  of 
lead;  it  contains  about  60  ounces  of 
silver  per  ton.  These  mines  in  1785 
yielded  annually  about  4000  marks  of 
silver,  and  40,000  quintals  of  leadi 
they  are  now  less  productive.  The 
height  of  the  mines  ia  a  serious  ob- 
stacle to  their  being  worked  to  great 

As  tbe  valley  is  ascended,  (he  pass 
of  tbe  Little  St.  Bernard  opea»  to  the 
observer  a  more  obvious  conrsa  than 
that  of  the  road  up  tbe  Is^re,  which 
turns  Bgnin  from  St.  Maurice  to  the 
K.  and  8.S.E.,  and  continues  in  this 
direction  to  its  source  in  the  Iseran. 

Bourg  SL  Maurict  (Berigentrum). 
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Thna  far  up  the  Viil  Isere  there  is 
a  good  char  or  carriage  rtnd,  but 
bejond  St.  ManHoe  it  is  neoeBaary,  in 
order  to  go  further  up  the  »allej,  ta 
go  on  horseback  or  on  toot ;  it  re- 
quires one  day  to  go  from  Bourg  St. 
Maurice  to  Ia  Val,  and  anottier 
aoross  the  Col  d'Iseran  to  Lanslebaurg 
aod  the  Mont  Cenia. 

From  Bonrg  St.  Uaurice  to  St. 
Foi,  see  Rte.  113.  The  approach  to 
St  Foi  from  tbe  meadows  below  it 
oifers  one  of  tbe  most  beautiful  scenes 
in  the  vaUeys  of  the  Alps.  Having 
climbed  tbe  tortuous  and  difficult 
chauss^  wbich  leads  to  the  village, 
the  route  continues  for  a  long  way  by 
a  wild  and  lofty  path  on  the  moun- 
tain side,  high  above  the  torrent, 
throwh  the  village  of  La  Tuille  to 
Brennieres. 

Nothhg  can  exceed  tbe  savage 
grandeur  of  this  route  ; — the  deep 
ravine  ig  too  narrow  for  the  stmcture 
of  a  path  lower  down  towards  the 
torrent.  On  the  opposite  aide  the 
enormons  glaciers  that  stretch  from 
the  Chaffb-Quarre  along  the  crest  of 
the  mountains,  ofier  the  grandest 
scene  of  iC3  class  to  be  found  any- 
where in  the  Alps.  A  most  mag- 
nificoQt  view  thus  presented  is  oppo- 
site to  the  village  of  La  Gure,  of 
which  tbe  spire  seems  to  tonch  the 
glaciers.  More  than  once  this  village 
has  been  destroyed  by  the  fall  of  ice 
and  rocks  ;  but  tbe  danger  is  defied 
for  the  sake  of  the  little  land  which 
its  terrace  above  the  Isfire  affords. 
Prom  the  melting  glaciers  above,  the 
while  lines  of  a  hundred  cataracts 
seem  to  stream  down  upon  the  village. 
Soon  after  passing  La  Gnre  the 
road  yet  ascends  to  a  ridge,  which 
being  crossed,  the  path  leads  al«eply 
down  U>  the  Is<>Fe  in  the  d^lh  of  the 
ravine.  Here  Alpine  horrors  await 
the  traveller.  The  overhanging  rocks 
darken  the  pass,  and  B,  fragile  bridge 
only,  in  a  wild  situation  over  a  lateral 
stream,  enables  the  traveller  to  ascend 
the  valley.  A  little  beyond  this  bridj 
the  defile  opens  into  the  plain  and  vi 


Brennieres.  Here  the  Isere  is 
Tossed,  and  the  path  ascenda  on  the 
ither  side  through  a  rugged  pine 
brest,  wliere  the  path  is  carried  very 
ligh  to  avoid  a  ravinci  The  eye  can-* 
Lot  penetrate  to  its  depth,  though  tbe 
oar  of  the  torrent  is  beard  in  these 
solitudes.  In  passing  over  this  ridge, 
there  is  one  spot  where  a  cleft  in  Uie 
«in  aide  can  be  passed  only 
the  trees,  rocks,  and  stones, 
which  the  peasants  have  jammed  into 
*'  to  form  a  path,  which  thence  de- 
iuding  almost  to  the  river  side,  con- 
-'---- only,  before  an- 
ile valley  forms  a 

3s  the  chief  village  of  the  valley, — 
Tignes,  The  approach  to  it,  is- 
ling  from  tbe  defile  below,  is  very 
riking.  The  inhabitants  are  robust 
id  independent,  and  are  great  breed- 
-a  of  males  and  cattle.  I>irectly  op- 
jsile  to  Tignoa   is  a  valley,  where 


,  the  last,  separates  the  plain 
of  Tignes  ftvm  that  of  LavaL  The 
fbrest  trees,  from  their  greater  eleva- 
tion, are  more  stunted,  the  rocks  more 
denuded,  and  the  whole  passage  be- 
tween the  two  vitlsees  is  nnmatched 
in  apparent  danger  from  falling  rocks, 
and  in  aati^  wildness.  In  tbe  midst, 
a  fr^ile  bridge  crosses  tbe  torrent, 
and  soon  after  the  traveller  finds  him- 
self in  the  plain  of  Laval ;  where 
barley  is  raised,  and  where  irrigation 
is  so  well  managed,  that  there  is  an 
appearance  of  lu^iuriant  vegetadon. 
lAval  is  2  hrs.  above  Tignes,  and 
is  the  highest  church  village  in  the 
Va!  IsJre:  it  ia  surrounded  by  loft? 
mountains,  which  are  crested  vriti 
snow  and  glaciers.  At  the  head  of 
the  valley,  the  Col  de  Galese,  above 
its  glaciers,  can  easily  be  seen.  (Bte. 
U2.) 

A  miserable  hovel  called  an  inn  ia 
tbe  only  place  of  reception  at  LavaL 
Professor  Forbes  says  thU  *'  at  Tig- 
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DBS,  3  honrs'  nalk  from  St.  Foi,  and 
5  ttom  Bourg  St.  Maurii^e,  there  ie 
a  hiunble  BDd  elcan  inn,  Chez  Bock, 
where  the  traTUller  is  adviaed  strongly 
to  sta;  and  pa«a  the  night  iaatead  of 
encountering  the  dirt  and  discomfort 
of  the  filthj  inn  of  LavaL  From 
Tignes  to  Laosleboure  is  not  a  very 
long  day's  journey."  If,  however,  the 
traveller  intend  to  cross  the  Galeae  to 
the  Vai  d'Orca  or  the  Val  de  Fomo 
in  Piedmoat,  he  ewmot  sleep  loo  near 
the  glaciers,  in  order  to  paaa  them  at 
an  early  hour.  IatbI  shonld  in  this 
case  be  his  resting  place.  It  is  cen- 
trically  placed  in  a  noble  country, 
and  only  wants  a  betler  inn.  "  There 
are  routes  from  Laval.  1.  A  mnle 
path  to  Lanslebourg,  by  the  Roche 
d'Or,  a  very  picturesque  mountain, 
and  TennignoD.  2.  By  the  Val  de 
Bhemes  to  Aosta,  shorter  but  higher 
thiui  (he  Galeae,  and  reputed  more 
hazardous.  These  two  may  probably 
be  taken  as  coDveniently  froio  Tignes, 
with  a  variatioD  in  the  ascent  i£  Di- 
rect to  Oros  Cavallo  between  the  Col 
dlseran  and  the  Galese.  The  two 
last  are  difficult."^A.  T.  JL 

To  cross  the  Col  d'iseran  the  path 
ascends  gradually  &om  tiie  valley,  by 


caUed  t 


irest.     There 
I,  further 


0  the  Galeae,  but 
this  19  avoided,  and  by  the  time  the 
traveller  arrives  opposite  to  it  he  has 
attained  a  great  elevation.  The  path 
to  the  Col  requires  a  guide  from  La- 
val, as  the  course  iM  confused  by 
sheep  tracks  leading  to  different  pas- 
turages, and  the  true  path  is  on]^ 
known  by  bearings :  the  ascent  is 
easy.  Some  crosses  mark  the  loss  of 
life  in  these  solitndes;  in  one  instance 
by  murder,  in  another  a  poor  soldier 
was  found  dead  from  cold  and  ei- 
haustioil-  Near  the  summit,  the  soil 
produces  myriads  of  flowers,  and  of 
great  variety.  On  looking  back  u|ion 
the  ridgo  of  the  great  chain  the  view 


peaks,  whose  black  and  scathed  pre 
cipices  appear  to  spring  out  of  th 
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sea  of  glaciers  which  extends  from 
the  Levanna  [Rte.  112)  to  the  Roche 
Melun  (Rte.  V27). 

From  the  col,  the  course  lies  down 
the  denuded  slopes  to  an  elevated 
pasturage,  which  narrows  to  a  valley 
terminating  in  a  defile  above  deep 
precipices,  where  a  cataract  bl& 
across  the  path.  From  this  ravine 
the  descent  is  very  di£Gcult  and  &- 
tietiing  down  to  (he  plain  below, 
where  the  pasturages  and  chalets  of 
Si.  Barthelemi,  belonging  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Bonneval,  otter  abundant 
summer  resources  to  the  herds  and 
flocks  of  tbe  proprietors. 

From  tJiese  pasturages  the  descent 
is  steep  and  wearying-.  Ilie  valley 
uf  the  Arc  is  seen  below,  and  on  the 
left,  looking  up  to  the  head  of  the 
valley,  the  glaciers  of  the  Levanna 
seem  to  511  it  ^  across  these  a  path 
leads  in  5  hrs.  to  Gros  CavaDo  in  the 
Val  Fomo,  and  thence  in  10  hrs.  to 
Lanso,  in  Piedmont 

Tbe  first  village  reached  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Arc  is  Bonneval;  here  the 
inn  is  detestable :  so,  in  fact,  are  all 
in  tbe  valley,  until  the  traveller  reach 
Lanslebourg,  distant  i  hrs.  down  the 
valley  from  Bonneval. 

From  laval  to  Bouneval,  by  the 
Col  d'iseran,  is  a  walk  of  4  or  5  hrs. 

After  crossing  the  Arc,  the  road 
descends  to  Bessans,  passing  oo  tbe 
left  the  valley  of  Averole,  by  which 
the  Col  de  Lautaret  and  tbe  valleys 
of  Viu  and  Lanzo,  on  the  side  of 
Piedmont,  may  be  reached — one  of 
the  wildest  passes  in  the  Alps. 

At  Bessans  the  Arc  is  again  crossed, 
and  a  high  ridge  is  passed  which  di- 
vides the  commune  of  Bessans  from 
that  of  Lana  le  Villard,  a  village 
about  a  league  above  Lanslebourg. 
From  Lans  le  Villard  a  path  lea£ 
into  the  great  route  of  the  Mout 
Cenis,  If  tbe  traveller  have  started 
early,  he  may  reach  the  post-house 
on  the  mountain  on  the  day  of  bis 
departure  from  Laval.  If  he  be  late, 
it  will  be  better  to  proceed  down  tbe 
valley  to 

Jjaosleboui^,  and  enjoy  tbe  comfort 
of  an  excellent  inn  there — the  H6tel 
Royal.    (Rte.  127.) 


KOOTE  123. — HOOT 
ROUTE  123. 


A  char  ma.;  be  taken  mi  ^  as  Bo- 

■el  (or  thii  jonrney,  but  beyond,  it  a 
necessary  to  take  a  hone,  or  proceed 
on  foot.  This  paaiaee  may  be  per- 
formed in  one  long  day  (14  hrs.  on 
foot,  including  2  hrs.'  rest),  starting 
from  Brida.  It  requires  9  atyi,  if  the 
place  of  rest  be  Pralorgnui. 

The  road  passes  by  the  Salines  of 
Houtiers  (Hte.  123V  and  ascending  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Doron,  rew^tes 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  liock  of 
SalioM,  situated  opposite  to  the  oon- 
fluenoe  of  the  valley  of  Bowl,  or  the 
X>oron,  with  that  of  St  Jean  Belle- 
lille.  Ascen^ng  the  latter,  there  are 
two  mountain  passes  :  one  leads  to 
St  Jean  Maurienne,  Che  other  to  St 
Michael,  both  in  the  valley  of  the  Arc, 
either  an  easy  day's  jonmey. 

The    Chateau   de    Salins    was 
cientky  the  residence  of  the  arohbi^fni 

of  the  Tarentaise.     Its  roins  « 

tuated  immediat^y  sbeve  llie 
Ipringa,  in  the  valley  below,  These 
are  guarded  with  great  care,  to 
vent  the  people  of  the  country  stealing 
any  of  the  watOT,  and  makiug  tbi ' 
own  salt 

Salins  is  conjectured  lo  have  been 
the  site  of  the  ancient  Darentasia.  Of 
the  castle  of  Salins  some  ruins  exis 
There  are  records  of  its  important 
in  1082,  when  the  tyrant  Aymeric,  of 
Aigoeblanche,  was  defeated  hy  Hum- 
bert II.,  whose  lucftoor  had  been 
solicited  by  the  oppressed  subiect* 
of  Aymeric  Humbert  retained,  " 
their  request,  the  goverraneol  in 
own  hands,  and  est^iblished  at  i 
town  and  the  Chftt«au  de  Salins  the 
tribunals  of  his  sew  pruiince  ;  and  do- 
cuments bearing  date  13dS,  show  that 
these  still  existetl,  though  it  is  known 
that  the  town  was  destroyed  about  the 
end  of  the  14th  oentary.by  afall  A^m 
the  mountains  on  the  W.  This  fall 
of  roeks  and  stmiei  so  filled  the  val- 
ley that  the  lower  town  was  buried 
beneath  the  mass.  All  that  remained 
were  the  parts  most  ehivated.  S' 
quent  falls  destroyed  what  rema 
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extwpt  the  castle,  and  this  has  been 
demolished.  A  iew  miserable  houses, 
rebuilt  around  the  Salines,  await  s 
similar  late  from  the  threatening  ap- 
pearance of  the  rocks  above. 

The  castle,  however,  remained  long 
after  the  destrueCion  of  the  town  in 
the  14th  century.  Books  still  exist 
which  were  printed  by  Maurits  Mer- 
million  at  the  chlteau  very  soon  after 


Salins  lies  S.  of  Moutiers.  From 
the  oonflueoee.  fke  road  into  the  val- 
ley ot  Bocel  takes  au  easterly  direc- 
tion through  scenes  which  are  rich 
in  wood  and  h^hly  cultivated,  and 
where  there  are  many  beautiful  pointa 

Kiida  or  La  Peiri^re,  1  hr.  fW>m 
Houtiere.  (Itua:  Etablissement  dea 
Bains,  best;  has  2  tables-d'hdte  daily, 
and  a  reading-room :  there  are  others.) 
This  village  and  watering-place  is  re- 
sorted lo  in  summer  by  invalids  on 
account  of  its  mineral  springs.  The 
waters  are  so  much  impregnated  with 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  as  to  be  per. 
feetly  detestable  to  the  taste.  The 
temperature  of  the  water  is,  according 
to  Dr.  Socquet,  99i°. 

The  views  are  extremely  fine,  and 
the  neighbourhood  abonnifs  in  beau- 
tiful walksi  one  of  the  pleaaantest  i» 
by  a  ft)Otpath  through  the  wood,  at  a 
considerable  height  above  the  S.  bank 
of  the  Btresm,  towards  Moutiers. 

At  Brida  the  Doron  is  crossed,  and 
a  tolerable  road  leads  to  Bozel  Be- 
tween (be  two  villages  the  country  is 
rich  in  cultivation:  vines  and  miit- 
trees  in  (be  vallev,  corn-fields  and 
pasturages  on  the  belts  of  tlie  moun- 
tains, and  above,  pine-fnresta,  anr- 
monated  by  snowa  and  glaciers,  the 
vaUey  being  closed  at  the  head  by  the 
mountains  of  Pesey,  and,  one  of  (be 
most  beautiful  in  fbrm  in  the  Alps, 
the  Chaffe-QQarre. 

At  Bozel  mules  can  be  hired  tot 
continuing  the  jonmey.  Above  this 
village  the  valley  widens,  and  '  the 
grandeur,  except 
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that  in  pasging  under  the  intermediate 
mountain  of  Plagny,  this  oonoeala  the 
ChufFe-Quarre. 

Tke  accent  to  the  village  of  Cham- 
pagne is  deep  in  the  valley,  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  Doron,  of  which  the 
broad  stony  bed  niarks  its  wider  win- 
tar  coarse.  On  approaching  Chani- 
pagay  the  road  ia  distinctly  seen 
which  leads  up  to  the  mines  of  Pescy, 
(Hte.  122.)  It  is  a  good  mute-path, 
and  leads  across  the  col  to  the  valley 
which  descends  to  Laodry  in  the  Val 
Isiire.  The  laleral  valleys  of  the  Do- 
ron  abound  with  beauUful  scenery, 
of  them  leaA  to  points  of 


where 


■e  presented. 


the  finest  Alpi 

particularly  in  the  valley  t_  _, ,, 

and  at  the  chalets  of  Chatelet,  neaj- 
the  Col  de  Forcluz,  whmice  Mont 
Blanc  can  be  seen,  and  a  vast  extent 
of  the  peaks  of  the  great  chain. 

At  Chompagny  the  road  to  Fra- 
lorgnan  lies  up  that  branch  of  Ae 
DoroD  which  flows  from  the  S.  After 
passing  the  village  of  Villard  Qca- 
treux,  thua  named  from  the  preva- 
lence of  goitre  among;  the  inhabilSBits, 
the  road  ascends  by  a  steep  path  to  a 
narrow  valley.  On  the  rL  there  la  a 
cataract,  formed  by  the  fall  of  tba 
Doron  into  the  gorge  at  BalleaUe. 
As  the  valley  wideus  it  has  tlie  cha- 
racter of  park  scenery,  that  terminates 
in  llui  litue  plain  of  Fralorgnact,  which 
is  backed  by  tGe  glaciers  and  scathed 
peaka  of  the  Vauoise. 

The  beauUful  meadows  and  calm 
retirement  of  the  valley  of  Pralorg- 
nau  are  very  striking.  On  entering 
the  rilla^,  a  narrow  lane  on  tlie  L 
leads  to  the  only  inn  or  house  of  re- 
ceptdoD  for  stran^rers,  where  miserable 
accommodatJOD,  with  ^^  and  cheese, 
only  can  be  obtained.  The  innkeeper 
is  a  large  proprietor,  havii^  between 
200  and  30t)  cows  in  the  mountains. 

From  the  inn-door  the  path  to  the 
Vanoise  lies  directly  up  to  the  rt.,  and 
the  chalets  in  the  mountains  are 
reached  in  an  hour.  Each  step  be- 
comes more  and  more  dreary,  tmtil 
you  ftrrive  at  the  bases  of  tbe  bleak 
and  streaoiing  glaciers  of  the  Aiguille 
de  la  Vanoise.     On  xeachiug  the  mo- 


paf»«i  it  ia  neoesaarf  to  elimb  them  on 
foot,  and  let  the  mules  scramble  as 
they  may,  or  as  the  guide  can  assist 
them.  At  the  base  of  these  nun-ainei 
a  lake  is  formed  inlhewiuter.  To  ita 
basin  there  is  but  one  entrance :  within 
nothing  can  exceed  the  savaee  solitude 
of  the  spot,  surrounded  by  black  pre- 
cipices and  glaciers ;  it  seems  to  be  im- 
possible to  get  out,  except  by  the  way' 
onegetein.  Notraceofapathappears. 
Under  the  advice  of  the  guide,  how- 
ever, the  glaciers  may  be  climbed  and 
traversed — a  mast  fatiguing  and  diffi- 
cult task.  Having  surmounted  (he 
difficulty,  the  traveller,  after  crossing 
a  few  patches  of  snow,  enters  upon 
an  open  plain,  covered  with  rich  pas- 
turages, but  bounded  by  enormous 
glaciers  and  inacces^ble  peaks.  On 
the   plain    - '   ■ '  -        '       ■  ■  >    ■ 


idual   t 


avellerj 


Ooncealfi  the  track.  The  path  is  long 
and  tedious  across  t^ese  solitades, 
&om  the  glaciers  of  the  Vanoise  to 
the  sumniiL  Three  little  lakes  are 
passed,  the  source  of  streams  which 
descend  on  one  side  to  the  Doron,  and 
on  ^e  other  to  the  Arc  On  the 
r^ht,  enormous  glaciers  are  seen, 
which  extend  to  the  Bocbe  Chevri^re, 
the  vast  mountain  which  is  seen  from 
the  ascent  to  the  Mont  Cenis,  over- 
hanging Termignon. 

From  the  col,  (he  descent  towards 
the  ehllets  of  Entre-deux-Eaux  is 
rapid  and  diiScuIt.  The  long  sterile 
valley  above  these  chalets,  wMch 
leads  by  the  Col  de  Lai^  to  Tignes, 
in  the  Val  Is^re  (Bte.  122),  is  seen 
below  the  traveller,  who  finda  the  de- 
scent so  ^tiguing,  that  the  rest,  and 
refreshment,  bread,  meat,  and  wine, 
which  he  must  bring  with  him  from 
Pralorgnan,  will  here  be  most  welcome. 
Milk,  cheese,  and  butter,  perhaps 
eggs,  may  be  had  at  the  chilets. 

A.^r  an  hour's  rest,  as  refreshing 
to  the  traveller  as  to  his  mule,  the 
torrent  ia  crossed,  but  instead  of  pur- 
sning  its  course    through    its    deep 

Krge  to  Termi^on,  a  path  is  fof- 
red  which  leMs  up  on  the  opposite 
mountain  to  the  Plan  de  Loop,  a  long 
paator^e,  not  so  wild  or  high,  but 
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•boat  the  breadth  of  the  Col  de  Ya- 
Boiae.  The  scene,  looking  back  npon 
the  TiiUey  of  Entre-deui-Eaui,  and 

the  Col  de  VanoiBB,  i»  very  sublime, 
and  seems,  when  thus  spread  out 
before  the  observer,  of  a  much  greater 
extent  than  can  be  inutgined  bj  those 
who  pta»  them. 

On  the  col  of  the  Plan  de  I^up 
another  small  lake  i<  passed,  then  a 
long  and  moat  fatiguing  descent  com- 
mences, which  leads  down  to  the 
hamlet  of  St.  Marguerite,  Soon  after 
the  path  enters  a  pine-forest,  through 
which  a  miserable  road  leads  down 
to  the  vallej  aboie  Termignon,  into 
which  there  are  some  magnificent 
pe«>s.  There  is  still,  however,  a  long 
and  fadKuing  descent  to  make  before 
that  litUe  town  can  be  reached.  There 
is  a  path  which,  going  from  the  bam' 
let  of  St.  Marguerite,  skirts  the  Mont 
Farouffa,  behmd  Lanslebourg,  and 
leads  directly  to  the  latter  town ;  bnt, 
though  shorter,  it  ia  even  more 
fatiguing  than  the  route  to  Termig- 
non, and  one  which  it  ia  difiicult  to 
pass  with  a  taden  mule.  At  Termig- 
non the  path  from  the  Vanoise  faUs 
into  the  great  route  of  the  Cenis,  which 
in  an  hour  takes  the  traTeller  to 

Lanslebourg  (Bte,  127.) 
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The  road  to  the  Mont  du  Chat 
leaies  Pont  Beauvoisin  to  foUow  a 
course  on  the  right  bank  of  the  riser 
Gniers  VH  through  the  vilh^es  of 
Belmont  and  Tramonex  to  St-  Genis, 
a  large  viUage  near  the  confluence  of 
the  Quiers  with  the  Ehone,  thence 
turning  abruptly  up  tbe  latter  river, 
it  continues  on  its  left  bank  for  about 
10  miles,  through  some  Gne  scenery, 
until  it  reaches 

Teime,  a  little  town  most  agreeably 
situated  on  a  rising  ground  above  the 
Khone,  nearly  opposite  to  a  fort,  finely 
placed  on  a  rook  above  the  Rhone, 
caUed  St  Pierre  ChStel,  which,  on  the 
French  side  of  the  river,  defends  the 


Tenne  existed  in  the  tJme  of  tbe 
Romans,  nnder  the  name  of  Ejanna, 
and,  according  to  some  authoriUes, 
Epaona.  It  hes  in  the  ancient  Toate 
from  France  to  Italy,  by  the  Mont 
du  Chat,  which  was  much  uaed  before 
the  openii^  of  the  Grotto  near  les 
E'chelles.  The  whole  nei^bour- 
hood  is  verf  rich  in  cultivation. 
Com,  wine,  and  fyuic-trees  abound. 
The  white  wines  namad  Maritel,  and 
AUatt,  grown  at  Lucy,  on  the  bajiks 
of  the  Rhone,  a  little  N.  of  Yenne, 
owe  their  excellence  to  plants  which 
were  brought  here  from  Cyprna,  by 
a  duke  of  Savoy,  or  tbe  lords  of  his 

from  Yenne,  a  road,  which  is  not 
in  a  very  praiseworthy  conditicHi  in 
the  plain,  though  it  is  the  route  of  a. 
daily  diligence  from  Lyons  to  Aix  les 
Bains,  leads  directly  towards  the 
Mont  du  Chat,  by  Chevalu,  distant 
4  m.  from  Yenne.  This  village  is 
sitoated  at  the  foot  of  the  nkountain. 
The  extreme  richness  of  Che  country 
cannot  fail  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  traveller,  and  when,  beyond  Che- 
valu, the  road  ascends  and  rises  high 
enough  above  the  surrounding  conn- 
try,  its  excessive  fertility  ia  its  striking 

The  road  over  the  mountain  is  well 

constructed.  The  summit  of  the  Mont 
du  Chat  rises  on  the  rt.  ;  on  the  L 
steep  slopes  and  precimces  descend  to 
the  base,  ending  in  nch  pastur^es, 
in  which  there  are  some  little  t^es 
or  tarns.  Many  tourniquets  in  the 
road  give  a  gradual  ascent,  and  at  the 
end  of  an  hour  the  summit  is  attained. 
The  scene,  on  looking  back  towards 
France,  ia  one  of  the  most  fertile  ia 
the  world  ;  studded  with  villi^es  and 

the  distant  mountains  uf  Tarrare  do 
not  limit  the  horizon,  it  sobsidea  into 
indistinctness.  Immediately  below,  on 
the  same  side,  are  the  rich  pastor^es 
of  the  western  slopes  of  the  Mont  du 
Chat.  Beyond  these  are  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  hills  and  plains 
which  extend  to  the  Ain. 

On  tbe  summit  of  tbe  pass  there  is 
a  level,  about  300  yds.  across.  The 
road  passes  on  the  southern  side  of  a 
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iMTge  maas  of  rock  which  is  upon  it. 

The  summit  of  the  paaa  is  coiered 
with  Btones,  roclis,  sod  bruahtvood. 
A  templa  funnerlj'  Btood  here,  of 
which  the  fuucdationa  may  be  triced, 
and  many  of  the  stones  around  made 
part  of  the  building.  The  stones  have 
been  well  cut,  and  the  cornices  of 
majiy  are  yet  tolerably  perfect.  An 
inscription  was  found  here  by  Dr. 
Cramer,  which  has  given  rise  to  the 
idea  that  the  temple  was  dedicated  to 
Mercury.  "  The  temple  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Mont  du  Chat  was  reported 
to  be  dedicated  to  Mercury,  but  the 
inscription  itself  hardly  bears  out  this 
opinion.  M.  Albania  de  Beaumont,  in 
hu  description  of  the  AlpesGrecques, 
calls  this  mountain  the  Mons  Thuates, 
but  wilhoat  givinc;  bis  authority. 
Now,  Thent  and  Thail,  in  Armonc, 
are  the  names  of  the  deity  who  pre- 
sided over  highways,  and  who  was 
much  worshipped  by  the  Gauls  ;  hence 
CEesar  says,  that  the  people  princi- 
pally worshipped  Mercury,  who  had 
the  same  omce  among  the  Roman 
deities.  The  name,  therefore,  of  Mons 
'Tbuates  would  argue  a  passage  here 
of  very  high  antiquity,  and  the  temple, 
if  reaUy  ifcdicatfid  to  Mercury,  would 
tend  strongly  to  the  confirmation  of 
opinion." — Diiteriatioa    on     the 


De  Luc,  and  by  Wickham 
mer,  that  the  arm^  under  Honmbal 
here  encountered  ita  first  diificulties 
in  passing  the  Alps.  After  having 
ascended  the  Khone  as  fkr  as  Vienne, 
he  led  his  army  across  the  country  of 
the  Allobn^s,  by  Bourgoin,  les 
Abrets,  and  Aouste  (Augusta  Allo- 
bn^um),  now  a  village  on  the  L  bank 
of  the  Guiers,  nearly  opposite  to 
Venne,  thence,  by  Chevalu  (Ijeris- 
cum),  BcroES  the  Mont  du  Chat  to 
Chambery  (Lemincum). 

The  form  and  character  of  the 
Mont  du  Chat  agrees  entirely  with 
the  account,  by  Folybiua,  of  those 
events  which  could  only  in  such  a 
peculiar  locality  occur,  but  the  in- 
quiry cannot  be  condensed  into  the 
space  that  could  be  afibrded  here.  It 
has  been  clearly  shown  by  (he  above 


authors,  that  the  annj  passed  the 
Mont  du  Cbat  to  Chambery,  thence 
to  Montmeillan,  and  up  the  Val  Is^re 
to  Conflans,  Moutiera,  and  St.  Mau- 
rice, and  passed  into  Italy  by  the 
Little  St  Bernard. 

From  the  summit  of  the  Mont  du 
Chat,  5000  ft,  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  the  view  on  the  eastern  side  is 
one  of  surpassing  beaaly.  It  appears 
to  overhang  the  lake  of  Bourget,  into 
whose  deep  blue  waters  it  seems  oa\j 
a  leap.  Beyond  is  the  rich  valley  of 
Chambery,  extending  from  Albens  to 
the  Mont  Grenier  ;  the  town  of  Aix 
seems  to  be  at  your  tuet  across  the 
lake  :  on  the  rt,  the  city  of  Cham- 
bery lies  like  a  model  ;  hundreds  of 
hamlets  and  villages  speckle  the  beau- 
tiful valley,  which  is  boanded  on  the 
opposite  side  by  the  rich  slopes  of  Ibe 
Mont  d'Afi,  and  the  Dent  de  Nivolet; 
far  beyond  are  seen  the  mountains 
which  bound  the  Val  laSre,  and  the 
snowy  summits  of  those  which  extend 
to  the  Dauphiny  Alps. 

The  descent  is  peculiarly  exciting. 
The  road  is  safely  and  finely  made, 
it  winds  down  the  steep  side  of  the 
mountain,  but  in  many  places  the 
parapet  is  seen  to  out  abruptly  against 
the  deep  blue  lake,  and  snggesla  the 
idea  of  its  being  thousands  of  ieet, 
U  phmb,  below. 

On  reaching  the  base,  however, 
there  are  fields,  rich  woods,  and  vil- 
lages on  the  steep  slopes  which  rise 
from  the  lake,  but  this  extends  only 
to  Bordeau.  Beyond  tbis  viUa^ 
there  is  no  path  by  the  lake  ;  its 
shores  are  too  abrupt,  at  least  as  far 
as  Hautecombe.  If  the  traveller 
would  go  direct  to  Aix,  a  path  on 
(he  1.  leads  to  tbe  village  of  Bordeau, 
where  a  boat  can  be  hired  to  cross 
tbe  lake  Xo  the  opposite  shore,  and 
a  walk  of  20  min.  leads  to  Aix,  and 
the   comfortable  pension  of  Maison 

The  direct  road  continued  to  Cham- 
bery from  tbe  Mont  du  Cbat,  passes 
through  Bourget,  where  tbe  plain  of 
Chambery  commences  )  this  is  tra- 
versed for  about  T  miles  to  tbe  city 
from  Bourget  throush  the  villages  of 
Motte  and  Bissyi  and  amitlBt  a  luxu- 
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rianoe  of  vegetation  which  cuinot  1 
CluHB^RT,  p.  3S5, 
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About  1}  m.  from  Foot  BeauToiam 
the  h%h  road  to  Lei  fehelles  is  left: 
and  at  the  Tillage  of  Domessia  a  nar- 
row road  tuma  off  to  the  I.,  and  leads 
over  a  low  hill  well  wooded,  and 
thence  through  a  remarkably  rich 
plain,  that  exlends  to  those  limesMne 
precipicBH  which  are  a  continuation 
of  the  ridge  of  rocks  that  make  bo 
fbrmidable  a  barrier  at  Les  &ihel1ea. 
Avoiding  the  principal  road  to  La 
Bridoire,  and  crossing  the  plain  direct 
from  near  Font  BeanToiain,  the  path 
abruptly  approaches  these  precipices. 
Close  to  their  base  a  zigxag  path,  rerj 
steep,  leads  ap  the  talua  formed  dur- 
ing many  agea  by  the  debris  ^  in  some 
places,  however,  the  path  ia  so  nar- 
row, that  the  wall  of  the  precipice 
can  be  touched  by  one  hand,  whilst 
the  other  overhangs  the  steep  and 
dangerons  descents  bolow  :  in  some 
places  two  persona  cannot  pass  each 
other.  A  little  time  is  gained  by  this 
abort  cut,  and  there  is  some  ohance  of 
adventure,  and  the  situations  are 
striking,  but  it  is  scarcely  worth  the 
fotigue.  It  leads  to  the  same  hamlet, 
Bridoire,  which  is  highly  picturesque 
in  its  situadoD,  its  cottages,  and  its 
water-mills.  From  this  ptace  the  road 
ascends,  crosses  a  ridge,  and  enters 
upon  the  basin  of  the  Take  of  Aigue- 
bellette,  a  rich  open  vaUey,  finely 
wooded,  and  where  a  view  of  the  lake 
is  obtained  ;  —  the  whole  scene  is 
benutiful. 

The  road  nndulates  amidst  the 
magnificent  walnut-trees  which  a- 
bound  here,  and  passes  through  the 
vil]^;e  of  Lepin,  offering  some  very 
fine  views.  There  ia  a  aingular 
character  of  tranquillity  and  retire- 
ment in  the  spot :  the  scenery  re- 
sembles that  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
our  Cumberland  lakesj  but  the  visit 


that  instead  of  a  crowd  of  visitors 


and  a  season  for  tiaidng,  a  year  may 
pass  away  witiiout  any  other  stranger 
being  seen  than  a  little  negocKittt 
making  a  shorter  cut  to  Chambeiy 
than  by  the  great  road  to  Les 
£chellea. 

A  ridge  divides  the  village  of  Lepin 
from  that  of  Aiguebellett« ;  at  the 
extremity  of  the  ridge  on  the  left, 
overhanging  the  bdce,  is  a  chatean,  in 
a  most  romantic  and  beautiful  situa- 
tion; the  road  on  the  other  dde  of 
the  ridge  descends  to  Aigiiebellette, 
and  passea  the  ruins  of  the  castle  o! 
its  barons:  it  ia  of  high  antiquity;  its 
fnundalion  is  unknown,  and  itis  there- 
fore attributed  to  the  liomans:  it  is 
recorded  lu  have  been  repaired  in  the 
11th  century.  It  w^  burnt  and  de- 
molished by  one  of  the  dauphins  of 
Vienne,  in  the  15th  century. 

Aigvehellette  is  a  poor  little  vill^e. 
In  a  most  beautifiil  situation;  it  has 
a  miserable  little  inn,  which  cannot 
furnish  even  decent  wine  and  refresh- 
even  iish  from  the  lake:  these  are 
taken  and  sent  to  distant  markets. 
The  government  claims  a  be^arly 
tax  upon  the  right  to  fish  of  about 
13'.  a-year;  the  lake  is  celebrated  for 
the  excellence  and  abundance  of  its 
carp,  trout,  and  other  fish.  The  lake 
is  about  3  m.  toi^,  and  2  wide;  it« 
depth  varies,  hut  it  is  generally  about 
150  ft.  de^  Around  the  lake  ar« 
fields  and  meadows,  hut  most  of  the 
slopes  of  the  surrounding  mountwns 
are  wooded.  Oats,  barley,  potatoes, 
Indian  com,  and  flax  are  grown  in 
the  spots  cultivated. 

It  ia  curious  that  a  tradition  exists 
here  that  Hannibal  passed  with  a  part 
of  the  Carthaginian  anny  by  Aigue- 
tiellettc ;  and  the  inhabitants  also 
ra)eak  of  a  distinguiahed  stranger  who 
hved  long  in  retirement  in  this  beau- 
tiful solitude,  and  left  many  proofs 
of  his  benevolence,  but  died  vtilhout 
leaving  a  name. 

On  proceeding  from  AiguebelleCte 
the  path  skirts  the  churchyard,  and 
enters  a  line  of  meadows  beneath 
magnificent  walnut  trees.  Soon,  how- 
ever, it  begins  to  ascend  the  mountain 
side,  and  rises  over  the  intervening 
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treea,  presenting  views  of  the  lake, 
the  lill&ges  arounrl  it.  and  the  distant 
hills  which  slope  down  and  border  tlio 
BhoDe.  The  road  now  becomes  very 
steep,  ascending  in  zigzags,  some- 
times sunk  in  the  ernes  of  the  moun- 
tain, at  others  rounding  the  projec- 
tions, and  increasing,  -"  ■■■'  -    

the  extent 
after  a  very  fatiguing  ascent  for  .._ 
hour,  the  summit  is  attained,  and  a 
glorious  Tiew  ia  presented  over  the 
Basin  of  Chambery,  similar  to  that 
which  is  seen  from  the  Mont  du  Chat; 
but,  though  not  so  elevated,  it  is,  per- 
haps, superior;  the  idea  of  a  fall  into 


parapet.    Instead   of  looking    down 

point,  about  S  m.  off.  resting  at  the 
base    of  the   st«ep    Mont   du   Chat ; 


road  to  it  from  Les 
fiuhelles,  which  may  be  seen,  the  c»a- 
cade  of  Couz  is  distinctly  observed-, 
its  bright  white  line  forming  a  very 
small  speck  amidst  the  exlen<fed  scale 
of  the  surrounding  objects.  The  val- 
ley, too,  between  the  Dent  de  Nivolet 
and  the  Mont  Grenier  is  more  opened, 
and  the  richly-woodefl  and  cultivated 
scene  more  extended;  few  such  glo- 
,rioua  views  are  presented  as  uiat 
offered  to  the  eye  of  the  traveller 
from  the  mountain  of  Aiguebellette. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  of 
;be  col  may  be  made  by  two  routes  : 
:bat  on  the  right  seems  to  have  been 
:he  old  Roman  road,  but  it  is  now 
mpracticable  for  horses.  There  are 
jaees  of  its  having  been  a  well-con- 
structed road,  in  the  remains  of  high 
and  very  thick  dry  walls,  which  sup- 
ported, towards  the  plain,  its  terraces. 
Albania  de  Beaumont  says  that,  after 
half  on  hour's  descent  by  this  road, 
le  coffins  found  at 
>leral  rocks,  with 
merly  covered   them. 


though  they  are  too  much  effaced  t 


be  read;  blocks,  too,  of  cut  stone  are 
found,  fmd  he  conjectures  that  they 
are  the  ruins  of  a  chapel  dedicated  to 
St.  Michael,  which  was  attached  to 
an  hospital  that  existed  here  in  the 
9th  century,  and,  probably,  under 
some  other  denomination,  even  in  the 
time  of  the  Romans. 

The  road  at  present  used  from  the 
summit  of  the  Cot  d'Aiguebellette  to 
Chambcry  is  the  best,  though  only 
practicable  for  pedestrians  or  cattle: 
It  might  easily  be  rwidered  &t  for 
the  passage  of  chars;  but,  as  there 
is  little  intercourse  across  it,  tbere 
is  no  sufficient  motive  for  its  improve- 


lay  on  the  shortest  r     .. _. 

mmemn  (Chamb^ry)  to  Vienna  Al- 
lobrogum  (Vienne,  on  the  Rhone). 
In  going  to  or  from  Chambery   by 


Lge  of  Vimine  to  the 
hamlet  of  Cognm  is  a  short  hour's 
walk  over  a  bad  road,  but  through 
beautiful  scenes  :  thence,  in  half  an 
hour,  the  traveller  vrill  reach 
Chambery.    (Kte.  127.) 
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dirty)  is  the  last  v 
it  lies  on  the  bank  of  [he  uuiers  vit, 
here  crossed  by  a  bridge,  at  one  end 
of  which  are  stationed  French,  and 
at  the  other  Sardinian,  custom-house 
officers,  ready  to  scrutinise  the  pass- 
ports and  the  ba^age  of  travellers 
arriving  from  either  side. 

After  passing  for  a  mile  or  two 

across  the  plain,  the  road  begins  to 

ascend  to  a  height  from  which  a  fine 

view  is  attained  over  the  fertile  Selds 
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of  France,  and  then,  bending  round 
the  shoulder  of  the  hill,  euters  the 
PTUid  gorge  of  La  Chaille.  The 
highwaj  is  here  formed  either  by 
blaating  a  pasaage  through  the  solid 
rock,  or  by  supporting  it  upon  "" 


w  rushes  the  while  foaming 
The    spot    has    been    described    bj 
Itouaseau  in  a  passage  which  deserves 
quotation  :— 
"Non  loin  d'une  mooCagne  coap^e, 

3u'on  appelle  le  pas  dea  Bchelles,  an- 
essous  dii  prand  chemin  taille  dans 
le  roc,  et  >l  t'endroit  appele  Chailles, 
court  et  bouillonne  dans  des  goufires 
affreux  une  petite  ririi^re  qui  parait 
avoir  mia  &  les  creuser  des  milliers  de 
sidclea:  on  a  horde  le  chemin  d'un 
parapet,  pour  prevenir  les  mttlhenrs; 
cela  faiaait  que  ie  pouvais  regarder  le 
fbnd  et  gagner  dea  vertiges  tont  it  mon 
aise.  Bien  appnj^  sur  le  parapet, 
j'avao^Bis  le  nez  et  je  restais  ti  dea 
heures  entif^res,  entreroyant  de  temps 
en  tempa  cette  ^cume  et  cette  eau 
bleue,  dont  j'entendBh  les  mngiuie- 
stents  k  travers  les  cris  des  corheanx 
etdesoiseanx  de  proie  qni  volalent  de 
Toche  en  roche  et  de  broussaiWes  en 
brouasailles,  ft  cent  toisea  au-dessons 
de  moi.  Dans  les  endroits  od  la  pente 
§(ait  BBsei  tinie  et  les  broussailles 
aasez  claires  puur  laisser  passer  di*9 
oaillonx,  j'en  allais  cheroher  d'auBsi 
gros  que  ie  pouvaia  les  porter;  je  lea 
rassemblais  aur  le  parapet  en  piles, 
puia,  tea  lanfant  I'un  upr^a  t'autre,  je 
me  d^lectals  k  lea  voir  rouler,  bondir, 
et  Toler  en  mille  fclata  avant  que 
d'atteindrc  Ie  fond  du  precipice." 

2  Les  ISchelles,  a  Tillage  also 
situated  on  the  Gulers,  which  here 
descends  from  the  mountains  of  the 
Grand  Chartreiu[,lowhicharoad  leads 
fi^m  Les  Echelles,  The  very  interest- 
ing excursion  thither  is  described  in 
the  '  Handbook  fob  France," 

Tha  valley  beyond  thia  village  Is  a 
complete  cul-de-sac  A  wall  rf  lime, 
stone,  BOO  ft.  high,  stretches  directly 
ftcroMi  it  i  and  ffom  Les  ficheiles  the 


s  &:belleb. 
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eye  in  vain  seeks  at  Grst  for  the 
means  of  exit.  At  length  a  little 
hole,  like  the  entriuicc  to  a  bee- 
hive, may  be  discerned  in  the  face 
of  the  precipices  half  way  up,  to- 
wards which  the  road  winds.  On  a 
nearer  approach,  thia  ia  discovered 
the  mouth  of  a  tunnel  of  large 
sions,  pierced  directly  through 
the  mountain.  It  is  25  ft.  high  and 
wide,  and  nearly  1000  lone,  esca- 
Tated  in  the  Ijmestock  rock.  Thia 
noble  work  was  commenced  by  Na- 
poleon, and  finished  by  the  King  of 
Sardinia  in  I8IT.  There  exist  two 
older  roads.  The  most  ancient  of 
these,  however,  by  no  meona  de- 
served that  name :  it  was  a  mere 
path,  of  the  most  rugged  and  dilli- 
cult  kind,  partly  conducted  through 
a  cavern  by  means  of  ladders  placed 
one  above  the  other.  This  was 
called  the  Chemin  de  la  Qrotle,  or 
Lea  i^chetles,  from  vihich  the  neigh- 
bouring village  derived  its  nimie. 
The  ditiicult^  of  the  passage  waa  in- 
creased at  tiraea  by  the  mountain 
torrent,  which,  when  swollen,  took  its 
course  through  the  cavern.  It  was 
utterly  impassable  for  beasts  :  travel- 
lers were  sometimes  carried  through 
it,  seated  upon  an  arm-chair  attached 
to  the  backs  of  stout  Savoyard  pea- 
sants, who  performed  the  service  of 
beasts  of  burden,  as  the  South  Ame- 
rican Indians  do  at  the  present  day 
on  some  of  the  passes  of  the  Andes. 

The  approach  to  the  old  road  from 
tbo   aide  of  France  was  by  a  deep 

fissure  low  down  i-   '■■- -' 

the    valley,    on   the 
Gallery. 

An  improved  road  was  made  in 
1670,  by  Dnke  Charles  Emanuel  II. 
of  Savoy,  at  considerable  cost,  by  re- 
moving vast  masses  of  rock,  so  as 
to  render  it  passable  for  carriages. 
Napoleon,  however,  with  his  usual 
originality  and  penetration,  struck 
out  a  new  line,  and  IxJdly  pierced 
through  tha  mountain,  forming  s 
carriage-way,  along  which  two  dili- 
gences fuUy  loaded  nmy  pass  abreast 
On  issuing  out  of  the  Gallery  the 
old  road  ia  seen  on  the  rt.  By 
tracing  it  downwards   about  half  a 


:.  hand  of  the 
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mile,  the  traTeller  may  approach  the 
old  roads  on  the  side  of  Savoy  ;  the 
most  ancient  is  now  blocked  up  and 
impassable.  A  pompous  inscription, 
written  by  the  Abbe  St.  Belli,  com- 
memorating the  entfirprise  of  Charles 
Emanuel  in  farming  his  road— which, 
though  sleep  and  narrow,  and  very  in- 
convoDieot,  was  a  grand  undertaking 
for  tiie  period— may  still  be  seen  on 
the  &ce  of  the  rock. 

Onr  route  is  now  carried  through 
a  rocky  and  narrovr  ravine  which  gra- 
dually espanda  into  a  pretty  valley. 

If  St  Thibaud  de  Coux. 

Not  far  from  (his  a  Kttle  waterfall 
descends  from  the  cliff  on  the  rt,  de- 
scribed by  Bonsseau,  in  his  usual 
strain  of  exB^eratiOD,  as  "  La  plus 
belle  que  je  ris  de  ma  vie." 

Another  contracted  ravine  must  be 
passed  to  reach 

1}  CAamirry  (ItaUClamberi).  /mu; 
La  Posts,  guoil  and  moderate,  but 
noiay.  Le  Petit  Paris,  comfortabie, 
clean,  and  moderate ;  table  d'hote  at 
1.      Vettvre  tO  Ttirin  or  Geneva. 

Chambcrv,    the   capital   of   Savoy, 

10,000  Inhah,  and  is  pleasantly  situ- 
ated within  a  circle  of  mountains. 
Around  it  are  many  lovely  views. 

The  Cathedral,  a  Gothic  building, 
though  injured  bymodem  decoration, 
and  not  extensive,  is  interesting. 

Several  towera  and  other  fragments 
exist  of  the  ancient  Castle  of  the  Bukes 
of  Savoy.  The  Gothic  chapel  built 
within  its  enclosure  (14I5J  survived 
the  conflagration  of  1798:  it  ia  passed 
on  the  left-hand  as  yon  enter  the 
town  from  Lyons.  It  has  beautiful 
tall,  narrow  windows  of  painted  glass. 
That  valuable  relic  the  Santo  Sudario 
(holy  napkin),  now  at  Turin,  was  for 
a  long  tjme  deposited  in  it.  francis  I. 
of  Frutce  made  a  piljfrimage  on  foot 
from  Lyons  to  see  it :  another  of  these 
holy  napkins  ia  kept  in  St.  Peter's  at 
Borne,  and  shown  (o  the  populace  on 
all  great  displays  of  the  relica.  The 
terrace  near  the  castle  is  a  charming 
promenade,  owing  to  the  prospects  it 

Before  Iha  French  revolution  there 
were  20  coovents  in  Chamblry ;  there 


are  still  seven,  four  of  which  are  nun- 

Among  the  most  conspicuous  build- 
iage  at  present  are  the  Three  Barracks. 

There  is  a  Puilio  Library  contain- 
isg  16,000  volumes,  an  incipient  mu- 
seum, and  a  few  pictnres,  none  of 
them  calculated  to  afford  the  stranger 
much  gratification ;  there  is  also  a 
Theatre. 

The  Soyal  College  is  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  Jesuits,  who  fiU  the 

branches  of  learning  and  science. 

St.  Real,  author  of  the  '  Conjura- 
tion contre  Venise,'  was  bom  at 
639  ;  and  the  Comi . 
Maistre,  author  of  the 
'  Lepreux  d'Aosle,'  is  also  a  native. 
This  town  boasts  among  her  citizens 
a  coonterpart  of  the  Man  of  Rosa  in 
General  de  Boigne,  who,  having  made 
an  immense  fortune  in  the  East  In- 
dies, in  the  service  of  the  Rajah  Scin- 
dia,  bestowed  the  greater  portion  of 
it,  to  the  amount  of  3,417.850  fr,  in 
benefiting  his  native  place.  He 
founds  two  hospitals,  and  set  on  foot 

has  been  named  after  him,  and  a  mo- 
nument, consisting  of  a  fountain  orna- 
mented with  figures  of  elephants,  has 
been  erected  to  his  memory.  He  died 
1830.* 

Chamblry  is,  on  the  whole,  a  dull 
town,  with  little  to  interest  the  tra- 
veller: it  is  celebrated  for  a  peculiar 
manufacture  of  aitk  gauzes. 

About  20  minutes' walk  to  the  south 
of  the  town  is  Les  ChametUe,  the  re- 
sidence of  Rousseau  and  of  his  friend 
Madame  de  Warens.  There  ia  no- 
thing in  the  place  at  pressnt  worth 
notice  independently  of  its  connection 
with  J.Jacques:  the  house  has  the 
appearance  of  a  poor  farm-house,  and 
Rousseau's  room  was  the  one  over  the 


1  agreeable 


Those  who    have 
hands,  and  desire   ai 
bours'  walk,   may   i 
called  Le  Bout  du  Monde.    The  road 
to  it  turns  out  of  that  to  Turin  at  the 
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end  of  (he  Fsnboiii);  de  HontmeiUan, 
fol'iiws  the  k-ft  bulk  of  ihc  Leysse  by 
the  aide  of  the  threat  dyke,  as  far  as 
the  Tillage  of  Ley^tse,  where  it  crowes 
the  streun,  utd,  paning  on  the  right 
the  pictureeque  canle  of  Chafbrdon, 
enters  the  gorge  of  the  Doriat,  which 
it  closed  in  on  &11  Hides  by  high  clilTs. 
forming  the  b*ae  of  the  Dent  de  Ni- 
volet,  and  has  no  outl'it.  Behind  a 
paper  mill,  bailt  by  one  of  the  Moat- 
golfiera,  the  stream  fUla  in  a  pretty 
cascade  over  the  wall  of  rock  here 
fjrtned  of  remsi^able  regular  and 
thin  horizontal  strata,  through  some 
of  which  the  wsler  forcing  its  way 
forms  siagnlar  aopplemeDtary  jeti  at 
a  distance  fr<Hn  the  main  fall. 

A  pleaaant  excnraicm  of  a  day  or 
0  may  be  made  from  Chambeiy  to 


the  batns  of  Ais,  ■ 


1  the  Lac  de 


In  the  course  of  the  next  >laffe  we 
pass,  on  the  lefl,  the  castle  of  Bade, 
and  farther  on,  olosa  to  the  road,  that 
of  ChigrJn,  links  of  a  ]me  of  forta 
extending  throagh  the  country,  on 
whose  lowers  watch-fires  were  lighted 
to  alann  the  inhabitanta  in  time  of 
war,  in  case  of  foreign  inroads.  For 
these  rode  means  in  the  middle  aeea, 
(el^ranhs  have  been  substituted.  Up 
(he  lalfeys  of  the  Arc  and  Isire,  the 
chain  of  old  castles  continues  almost 
without  an  interruptinn.  The  moun- 
tain seen  on  the  rt.  is  the  Mont  Gre- 
nicr,  57UO  ft.  high.  The  side  facing 
Chambcry  ifl  a  perpendioular  escarp- 
ment, produced  by  an  inunense  nisas 
of  (he  mountain  having  broken  off  in 
1^48  :  it  overwhelmed  the  country 
at  ils  base  with  min,  and  buried  16 
villages.  The  marks  of  (bis  catas- 
tropbe  are  slill  visible  in  the  series 
of  hillooki,  now  covered  with  vine- 
vards,  called  Lea  Abymes  de  Myans. 
The  MoDt  Orenier  stands  in  the  an^e 
between  the  valley  of  Chnmbery  and 
that  of  Gresivau^n,  which  leads  to 
Grenoble ;  it  is  tmrersed  by  the 
laire.  On  the  1.  bank  of  the  river,  a 
few  miles  down,  stand  the  ruins  of 
the  CIMiau  Bayiird,  the  cradle  of  the 
illustrious  knight  "  sans  peur  et  sans 
reproche." 


good.)  This  Httle  town 
Htanos  on  loe  rt.  bank  of  the  Isfrre,  at 
[he  junction  of  four  roada  :  that  of  the 
MontCema,  issuing  out  of  the  valley  of 
Che  Maorienne  ;  that  &oin  the  Taren- 
iMse  and  little  St.  BemBrd  (Rie.  122)  ; 
(hat  from  Grenoble  down  the  fertile 
and  beaudful  valley  of  Gresivaodan  ; 
and  that  from  Chambery.  The  casde 
of  MontmeiLlan  was  long  the  bolwarfc 
of  Savoy  against  France.  Henry  IV^ 
while  besi^ing  it  in  ISDO,  was  nearly 
killed  by  a  cannon-shot  frcna  its  waUs, 
which  covered  him  with  dirt,  and 
made  the  king  cross  himself  devoutly; 
upon  which  Sully  remarked,  that  he 
was  happy  to  see  that  hi*  Majesty 
was  so  good  a  Catholic.  It  waa 
bravely  and  skilfld)^  defended  for  13 
months  against  Louis  XUL  by  Cotint 
GeoS^sy  Bern  de  Cavour.  The  works 
were  uially  demolished  by  Lonie 
XIV.,  who  took  (he  place  in  1705.  A 
few  scanty  fragments  of  wall,  partly 
overgrown  wiui  briars  and  nettles, 
crowning  the  rock  above  the  t«wn, 
are  the  only  Temaina  of  the  Ibrmer 
bulwark  of  Savoy,  and  the  key  of  ita 

A  good  white  wise  is  grown  near 

The  bridge  over  the  Isire,  crossed 
in  prooeedmg  towards  the  Mount 
Cenis,  ooDunands,  in  clear  weather, 
a  fine  view  of  Mont  Blanc,  which  is 
seen  from  no  other  point  in  our  route. 
The  road  then  pursues  a  course  to- 
wards the  Arc ;  then,  taking  that 
river  for  its  guide,  enters  the  vallej 
of  the  Maurienne,  which  estenda  up 
to  the  Mont  Cenis. 

IJ  Maltaveme. 

l}  AiguebeUe.  (/«n.'  Poste,  im. 
proved.)  The  country  hereabouts  is 
dreary  and  imhealthy  from  marshes 
nhioh  produce  malaria  and  it*  cotue- 

rnces,  goitre  (}  19).  The  CaaOt 
ve  Ihe  town,  called  La  CAorhm- 
nia-s,  was  the  birthplace  of  several 
counta  of  Savoy.  "  The  road  is  being 
carried  more  on  a  Une  with  the  rivef 
— an  improvement  by  which  many 
asoents  and  descants  are  avtuded." — 
C.  H. 

3]  La  Orande  Maieon.  Am ;  well 
aitoaled,  beds  okan,  aad  pe^le  oinl. 
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S  St.  Jean  Maurienne.  (/nn :  H6t«l 
de  i'Europe,  tolerably  good.)  The 
chief  towD  in  the  valley  contaioa  no- 
tbine  remarkable. 

The  vineyards  of  Si-  Julien,  grown 
on  the  debns  and  gravel-bedfi  brought 
down  by  the  Arc,  produce  a  wine  of 
some  repute. 

2  St.  Miuhel     /nn .-  U.  de  Londrea, 


care  of  the  road  and  assist  travellers. 
Each  house  is  numbered,  be^nuing 
from  the  Piedmontese  side  of  ihe 
mountain.  Near  No.  22  avalanches 
&11:  the  dangerous  spot 
'  ■    "       ■      ■  lutes.   So. 


)t  bad. 

21  Modane.  (7nn ;  Lion  d'Or,  mid- 
dling.) The  last  Scene  of  Storne'a 
'  Seoumentftl  Jooroey '  is  laid  here. 

The  scenery  of  the  valley  now  be- 
comes interesting.  The  road  ascends 
high  above  the  Arc,  and  the  gorge,  in 

natural  and  tremendona  fosse  to  the 
Fort  IrfsseiUoii,  built  on  the  opposite 
height,  and  conuaandiag  with  its 
nany-moathed  battles,  rising  Uer 
above  tier,  the  passage  to  Italy.  A 
light  bridge,  Bpanniug  (lie  block  goree 
which  separates  the  fort  from  the 
road,  is  a  BtrikiDg  olgect:  it  is  called 
the  Font  du  Diable. 

ij  Vemey.  Near  this,  Iloraeo 
WBlpole  lost  bis  lap-dog,  which  was 
earned  off  by  a  wotf  pouncing  down 
upon  it  fram  the  for"' 


A  RailffKid  is  projected  from  Turin, 
to  pass  through  the  crest  of  Mont 
Ceais  by  a  tiamel  between  4  and  5  m. 
long!  (1847). 

2  LanilAoatg.  (/nn;  Hotel  Boya1, 
improved.)— 1851.  This  village  lies 
at  the  foot  of  the  Moot  Cenis.  After 
passing  a  large  barrack,  the  road 
crosses  the  Arc,  and  bidding  adieu 
to  that  stream,  begins  to  ascend  the 
mountain  by  easy  "and  well-con- 
structed zigzags.  Extra  horses  are 
necessary  to  reach  the  soDunit ;  and 
it  takes  about  ^  hrs.  for  a  carriage 
to  mour,t  from  Lanslebourg  to  the 
posthouse  of  the  Mont  Cents.  It  is 
possible  to  walk  up  in  a  shorter  dme, 
avoiding  the  aigiag  and  following 
the  old  road,  wMch  debouches  near 
the  30th  fle/mje. 

Between  Lanslebourg  and  Susa 
there  are  23  houses  of  Refuge  planted 
at  intervals  by  the  roadside,  occupied 
by  cantoniera,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take 


kept;  and  in  winter,  when  deep 
snow  covera  the  inei^ualities  on  the 
sides  of  the  mountain,  travellers  may 
descend  in  one  of  Ihem  to  Lansle- 
bouig  in  iO  minutesi  The  sledge  is 
guided  bv  a  peasant,  who  places  him- 
self in  front ;  and,  &om  the  expe- 
rience gained  in  collec^g  [rcaaaaser) 
and  transporting  wood  in  this  man- 
ner, they  are  so  skilful,  that  there 
is  little  risk  in  tliis  extraordinary 
mode  of  travelling.  The  perpendi- 
cular descent  is  600  metres  —  nearly 
2000  fl. 

The  17th  Itefuge  is  the  barrier  of 
Savoy :  here  a  loU  of  5  fr.  per  horse 
is  levied,  and  goes  to  keep  the  road  in 
repair.  Soon  after  the  pointe  culmi- 
nanle  of  the  pass  is  reaclted,  6780  fL 
above  the  sea  level;  thence  the  road 
descends  to  the  plain  of  Mont  Cenisi 
and  a  person  may  arrive  at  the  post> 
house  from  Lanslebourg,  on  foot,  in 
2  lirs.  and  20  minutes,  and  may  de< 
Bcend  bv  the  same  road  in  little  more 
than  ij  hr.  The  road  passes  near 
the  margin  of  B  coixsidN«ble  lake, 
which  is  generally  froaen  durihg  3 
months  of  Uie  year:  it  is  f^ed  for  its 
dehcious  trout;  the  fishery  belongs  to 
the  monks  of  the  Hospioe. 

3  Posthouse  of  the  ifoni  Cenis  (Monte 
Cenisio),  and  the  Old  Fosthonse,  tole- 
rable inns,  where  travellers  may  re- 
gale on  the  excellent  trout  of  the  lake, 
and  sometimes  on  ptarmigan,  for 
which  they  will,  however,  pay  hand- 
somely. This  magnificent  road,  an- 
other monument  of  the  genius  of  the 
imperial  road-maker.  Napoleon,  was 
commenced  by  his  orders  in  1803,  and 
finished  in  1810,  at  an  expense  of 
300,000(.  The  engineer  was  the  Che- 
valier Fabbroni.  It  is  one  of  the 
safest  roads  over  the  Alps,  and  the 
most  practicable  in  winter  time.  From 
the  posthoDse  the  ascent  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  (Rte.  \W)  commences. 

About  halt  a  mile  beyond  the  Post, 
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is  the  Hospice,  originally  fonnded  bj 
Charlemaigne,  who  crossed  the  Hont 
Cenia  with  an  army  in  the  9th  cen- 
tury. The  existing  edifice,  built  by 
Napoleon,  is  now  occupied,  half  by  a 
corps  of  carbineers  who  examine  the 
paaaporls  of  al)  trarellerB  crossing  the 
mountain;  tlie  other  half  by  monks 
of  the  Benedictine  order,  who  exer-  - 
cise  gratuitous  hospitality  towards 
poor  travellers.  The  house  contains 
two  or  three  neat  bed-rooms  for 
guests  of  the  higher  class. 

At  Grande  Croix,  an  /nn  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  plain,  is  a 
group  of  taverns  occupied  by  carters 
and  muleteers;  there  the  descent  be- 
gins. The  road,  as  originally  cun* 
Btmcled,  skirled  along  the  sides  of 
the  mountain;  hut  owing  to  its  fearful 
exposure  to  avalanches,  this  portion 
of  It  has  been  abandoned,  and  a  new 
line,  supported  on  a  lofty  causeway, 
and  reached  bj  winding  tourniquets, 
descends  directly  through  the  midst 
of  the  plain  of  St  Nicolas,  quite  out 
of  the  reach  of  avalanches,  exeept 
between  the  3rd  and  4lh  Refuges, 
where  they  still  sometimes  fall  in 
spring.  A  gallery  cut  in  the  roch 
where  the  ud  road  passed,  is  now 
abandcHied :  It  exhibits  a  most  singular 
scene  of  oonfiision,  the  roof  having 
partly  foUen  in. 

The  barrier  of  Piedmont  stands  in 
the  midst  of  the  little  plun  of  St  Ni- 
colas. On  issuing  from  this  plain,  a 
magnificent  mountain  on  the  left  is 
seen — the  Rochemelon  ;  on  its  sum- 
mit is  the  chapel  of  NdCre  Dame  des 
Heiges,  formerly  visited  by  pilgrioia, 
but  of  late  abandoned  on  account  of 
the  risk  and  diffionlty  of  the  ascent. 
From  its  top  a  view  may  be  obtained 
of  apart  of  the  plains  of  Italy.  These 
are  not  visible  fti>m  ai»  part  of  the 
Mont  Cenia  toad  abOTe  Moiaret  The 
new  road  no  longer  passes  through 
Ferri^re  and  Novalise,  but  prooeeds 
directly  to 

3  Uolsret,  the  first  Fiedmont£ge 
village,  near  which  there  is  a  smaJI 
inn.  A  new  gallery  has  been  out  in 
the  rock  between  this  and 

2  Susa.  (/b»j.-  La  Posta;  Hotel 
de  Savrne,  new.)     llus  little  town  of 


aoix.     SUSA.     TimiN.         Sect.  TI, 

SOOO  Tnhab.,  planted  at  the  point  of 
junction  of  the  roads  over  ihe  Mont 
Oen^vre  (Kte.  130}  and  the  Mont 
Cenia,  is  chiefly  remarkable  on  ac- 
count of  its  antiquity,  having  been 
founded  by  a  Boman  cidony  in  the 
reign  of  Augnstus,  under  the  name 
of  Segusio.  The  only  thing  worth 
notice  is  the  Arch  of  Trian^)h,  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  erected  about  eight 
years  B.C.,  in  honoar  of  Augustus :  it 
19  ontinde  the  town,  in  the  governor's 
garden.  Susa  and  the  rest  of  the 
route  to  Turin  are  described  in   the 

HlNDBOOE  FOR  NORTH  ItALT. 

1 J  Bruuolo. 

If  Sant  Ambrogio. 

li  Rivoli. 

3$  (including  j  a  post  of  fovonr), 

TnHiH.  /nns;  HotelFeder:— Hotel 
de  I'Europe,  chei  Trombetta,  and  the 
PenHon  Suisse,  are  also  excellent  A 
Pratatant  Cli»rch  is  about  to  be  boilt, 
with  permission  of  the  Government, 
for  the  Vaudois,  in  which  Englah 
Ch.  Service  will  be  performed. 

For  TuniR,  see  the  Handbook  fob 
North  Italt, 

The  passage  of  the  Mont  Cenis,  on 
the  whole,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  least 
interesting  of  the  great  passes  of  the 
Alps,  though  the  most  freqnented; 
there  are,  however,  some  striking 
iew;  looking  back  upon 
ilebourg  from  the  ascent  on  the 
side  of  Savoy,  and  on  the  descent  into 
I^edmont,  the  vast  mountain  of  the 
Rochemelon  on  the  oppoute  side  of 
the  vallev  of  Novali^se,  and  the  vievrs 
of  the  Ciombe  of  Susa  and  plains  of 
PiedmiHit  ^n  on  the  approach  to 
Suso,  are  very  fine.  The  ascent  on 
the  Italian  side  is  Itaig  and  lediona, 
retjuiring  5  or  6  hrs.  There  are 
some  interesting  exoursiona  U>  be 
made  in  the  mountains  which  sur- 
round the  plain  of  the  Hont  Cenis. 


I^lel 


and  a  day  or  two  may  be  spent  thei« 
agreeably;  there  is  an  excellent  gnide, 
Etienne  Mastrallet,  to  be  olrijuned 
upon  applicaUon  to  the  Hospice  on 
the  Cenis. 


■.Gooj^lc 


Pier?-  ^  Savor/.     KODTE  128. — little  most  CENIS  to  susa. 
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(Ten  or  twelve  hours.) 
Those  who  would  make  on  eKCur- 
gion  by  the  Little  Mont  Cenis,  a  sin- 
gularly wild  route,  iastead  of  quietly 
deacendin^  by  the  high  road  ttom  the 
Mont  Cenis  lt>  Susa,  may  occomphah 
it  easily  m  12  hrs. 

The  poslhoiise  of  the  Mont  Ceuia 
(Bte.  127)  is  left  by  a  path  which 
descends  directly  to  the  lake,  then, 
skirting  its  upper  border  and  across 
the  meadows,  it  sooa  ascends  rapidly 
towards  the  pastursces  which  lead  to 
the  chalets  of  the  Little  Mont  Cenis, 
which  are  distant  &om  the  posthouee 
2  hrs.  The  moantsln  slopes  around 
the  plain  of  the  Mont  Cenis  oETer  some 
of  the  richest  pasturages  in  the  Alps; 
those  which  lead  to  the  Little  Mont 
Cenis  are  of  great  extent 

A  eery  httlf  way  beyond  the  cha- 
lets of  the  Little  Mont  Cenis,  the  col 


the  Arc,  and  which  liesatright  angles 
with  the  path  across  the  col,  is  seen 
throi^h  a  great  part  of  its  length. 
On  the  opposite  aide  of  this  vaUey 
rises  the  peak  of  the  Grand  Vallon; 
and  a  little  on  the  left,  from  a  deep 
turn  in  the  valley  below,  called  the 
Combe  d'Ambin,  rises  one  of  the  finest 
peaks  in  tlie  Alps,  the  Mont  d'Ambin: 
on  it,  though  its  accessibility  seems  a 
miracle,  is   the    station    used   in   the 


e  of  ai 


of  the  meridian  across  the  greatchain, 
The  entire  crest  of  the  Ambin  is  co- 
vered with  glaciers,  and  every  crue  is 
traced  bv  a  white  bed  of  snow  that 
rests  within  it.  At  the  lower  extre- 
mity of  the  Talley  of  Bramante  the 
-  -      ■  '-S  of  the  Vanoise  close  the 


To  ascend  this  valley  it  is  neoessary 
to  mount  from  the  col  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  directly  up  some  rooks, 
and  continue  for  a  short  time  on  that 
side  of  the  monntain ;  the  path  after- 
wards descends  among  vast  rocks 
which  strew  this  sterile  looking  val- 


ley;  and.  after  leaving  on  the  right 

the  turn  in  the  ravine  below,  which 
forms  the  Comhe  d'Ambin,  throngh 
which  a  stream,  like  a  thread  of  silver, 
flows,  the  path  ascends  up  a  rugged 
and  broken  course  until  it  reaches  the 
ch&lets  of  Savines.  Here  there  is  a 
rich  little  spot  of  meadow  land,  and  a 
scanty  herbage  on  the  slopes  of  the 
valley.  On  me  left,  a  rugged  path 
leads  across  from  the  posthouse  on 
the  Cenis  by  some  little  lakes  in  the 
mountains  of  Bard,  to  this  valley, 
above  the  chSlels  of  Savines;  it  is 
rather  shorter,  but  more  fatiguing. 
Wolves  are  so  common  in  the  forest 
of  Bramante,  lower  down  the  valley, 
that  the  dogs  kept  at  the  chalets  of 
Savines  are  of  great  power,  having 
their  necks  arm^  with  spiked  collars. 
The  wolves  here  are  probably  the 
successors  of  those  ravenous  rascals 
that  gobbled  up  Walpole's  poor  little 
dog  Toby,  as  his  master  passed  with 
the  poet  Gray  at  the  foot  of  this 
forest  on  his  way  into  Italy.  The 
herdsman  always  has  his  rifle  ready, 
when  be  hears  the  alarm  from  his 
dogs,  to  destroy  the  marauder. 

Having  ascended  above  the  mea- 
dows of  Savines,  the  path  rises  amidst 
rocks  and  stones,  and  at  length  reaches 
a  little  lake  in  an  elevated  plain,  in 
which  all  seems  desolate,  solitary,  and 
sterile.  The  black  precipices  of  the 
mountain  of  Bard  on  the  left  hand 
and  those  of  the  Mont  d'Ambin  on 
the  right,  bound  its  sides;  from  the 
Ambin  enormous  glaciers  sweep  down 
to  the  lake,  and  small  cataracts,  irom 
the  melting  of  the  ioe  on  either  side, 
mark  their  courses  by  light  lines  of 
foam  that  steam  down  the  precipices, 
and  make  their  dark  masses  still 
blacker.  Amidst  this  apparent  ale- 
rility  thonsands  of  gentianellas,  ra- 
nunculus glacialis,  violets  of  the  rich- 
est fragrance,  and  a  hundred  other 
Alpine  flowers,  grow  ^nd  bloom  un- 
seen, in  every  swampy  spot;  and  be- 
tween the  stones  with  which  the  plain 
and  col  are  covered. 

This  lake  is  filled  bv  the  neltiogl 

of  the  glaciers  of  the  Mont  d'Ambb. 

It  is  called  the  Lac  Blano,  or  Jms  de 

Savines:  it  is  about  1  m.  long.    M 
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Its  upp^t*  extremitT  la  a  low  ndee 
r«rtatmy  nut  a  hundred  feet  abore  the 
luTflofthekke.  Thisiaacrestofthe 
great  chun.  the  Col  de  Clair^ :  across 
it  two  paths  lie.— that  on  the  rt,  by  a 
wild  and  difficult  course,  leads  over 
the  Col  de  Touilles  to  Balabertiwid, 
in  the  Va]  d'Exilles 

The  route  to  Snw  lies  on  the  left : 
by  it  the  descent  from  the  Col  de 
Ckdr^e  is  down  a  steep  and  rocky 
hollow,  which  terminates  at  the  cross- 
ing of  a  bngbt  stream  near  a  pas- 
turage. This  spot,  where  wine  may 
be  cooled  m  the  streBcn,  is  a  delicious 
place  of  rest,  and  where  the  refresh- 
men),  which  it  is  necessary  for  the 
traveller  to  lake  with  him  from  the 
inn  on  the  Mont  Cenia,  will  be  Mly 
enjoyed.  From  this  plajre  of  rest  a 
sleep  slope  leads  down  to  the  pas- 
turage Been  from  the  resting-place. 
It  is  a  flat,  surmounting  enormous 
precipices,  which  seem  to  forbid  any 
attempt  to  descend  from  them  ;  and 
there  will  be  little  disposition  imme- 
diately to  seek  a  path,  fbr  from  (his 
spot  one  of  the  most  glorious  views 
in  the  Alps  is  presented.  Imine- 
difttely  below  is  the  deep  basin  and 
narrow  valley  of  the  Clair^,  which 
ia   almost  always  filled  with 


Sect.  It. 


Altfon: 


when  the  clouds  from 
enough  to  catch  the  ci 
ihev  disperse. 

Beyond  this  valley,  the  mountain 
above Cbnumont,  in  theVal  d'Exilles, 
bounds  the  view  ;  but,  turning  to- 
wards the  left,  the  Combe  of  Susa  is 
seen  over  the  intervening  mountains, 
■  *      ■      'i  the  plaii 


horizon   far   beyond  me 
Superga. 

Ud  the  rt.  are  the  precipices,  which 
must  be  climbed,  though  they  seem  to 
be  utterly  impracticable,  by  those  who 
would  go  from  the  Col  de  Clair^e  to 
the  Col  de  Touilles. 

So  abrupt  are  the  edges  of  the  pre- 
cipices that  divide  the  lower  valley 
from  this  pasturage,  that  descent 
seems  hopeless.  "We  stood,"  says 
one  who  has  travelled  much  in  these 
UD&equented  passes  of  the  Alps,  "on 


precipices, 
it   cut   ab- 


the  brink  of  ( 
their  outlines  a 
ruptly  against  the  clouds,  it 
through  occasional  openings  i 
by  the  wind,  we  could  sec  the  black, 
deep,  and  shadowed  valley.  The 
scene  waa  most  impressive.  Our 
gnide  waa  puzzled  for  a  ahorl  time  by 
the  clouds  which  obscured  the  point 
for  which  we  should  make.  At  leng;di 
he  led  OS  down  the  precipice  by  a 
most  extraordinary  path,  which  it 
was  difficult  U)  discover.  It  was  like 
winding  steps  which  had  been  rudely 
cnt  in  a  crevice ;  it  seemed  like  a 
descent  through  a  chimney.  Below 
this  rift,  a  steep,  difficult,  stony,  am) 
most  fatui^uing  path  brought  us  to 
some  Piedmontese  ch&lots. 

"  Though  the  clouds  seemed  to  sink 
aa  we  descended,  they  sometimes  in 
their  changes  enveloped  ns  ;  and  we 
were  glad  to  hear  the  voice  of  a  boy, 
who,  having  heard  us,  shouted  to  ns 
from  the  chalets,  to  tell  us  what  di- 
rection we  should  take. 

"  A  still  more  difficult  path  led  ns 
further  down  to  somo  other  chalets, 
below  which  there  were  exten^ve 
pasturages  on  a  steep  slope.  UaviDF 
crossed  these,  we  entered  a  woo^ 
down  through  which  the  most  abrupt 
and  faliguing  part  of  our  route  lay, 
which  would  acarccty  have  been 
practicable  but  for  the  entangled 
roots.  Frcan  the  wood  we  einei^ed 
upon  a  rocky  slope,  and,  after  a 
march  of  8  or  ^  hrs.,  reached  a  few 
scattered  stone  hate  at  the  head  of 
the  Val  de  Cliur^e.  On  looking  back 
we  appeared  to  have  descended  the 
ihce  of  a  precipice,  down  which  the 
numerous  streams  of  the  Clairee  ran 
fi-om  the  sununit  as  if  thej  issued 
from  the  sky,  to  the  torrent  by  which 
we  rested ;  the  white  lines  were  trace- 
able through  three  or  four  thousand 
fee*  of  their  descent. 

"  The  pass  of  the  Clair^e  ia,  OD 
the  Italian  side,  the  steepest  that  I 
have  ever  traversed.  This  was  one  of 
Uie  many  difficult  passes  by  which 
the  Vaudois,  in  168T,  under  their 
pastor  and  captain,  Henri  Amaud, 
reMimed  to  Iheir  v^eys.  They  had, 
after  entering  SaToy,  wandered  by  t 
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conrae  rather  difficult  to  trace,  uDtil 
they  bad  crossed  the  Col  de  Bon- 
homine,  whence  they  deflcended  into 
the  Tareotaiee.  traTersed  the  Mont 
Iseran  into  the  valley  of  the  Arc  ; 
thence  by  the  Mont  Cenis.  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis,  and  the  Col  de  Clairle, 
into  the  lalley  of  the  Clairle.  Here 
they  encountered  the  troops  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  prevented 
(heir  entry  into  the  valley  of  Exilles 
hy  the  Clairee,  and  they  were  com- 

Klled  to  retnm  and  cross  the  Col  de 
«iilles,  from  which  the  southern 
bnuich  of  the  Clairee,  called  the  Ci- 
suri,  flows.  The  account  of  their 
safferings,  before  the;  cleared  these 
mountain  passe.',  and  so  signally  de- 
feated their  cnemiOB  at  the  bridge  of 
SalaberCrand,  ibrms  a  part  of  one  of 
the  most  interesting  narratives  ever 
published  ;  it  was  written  by  Henri 
Arnaud  himself^    their    colonel    and 

'*The  recollection  of  their  perilous 
adventures,"  says  the  author  of  '  Ex- 
cursions in  the  Alps,'  "  was  vividly 
recalled  whilst  sitting  on  a  spot  which 
they  also  had  visited,  resljng  ourselves 
from  a  fatiguing  descent  which  they 
had  encountered  and  in  sight  of  the 
savaffe  monntaio  of  Les  Touilles.  by 
which  they  were  ocHnpelled  to  retreat, 
and  encounter  yet  further  dangers. 
The  few  miserable  huts  near  us  were 
nn  inhabited,  and  neither  afforded 
shelter  nor  food.  Continuing  our 
route,  we  kept  close  to  the  torrent, 
from  which  a  laree  stream  was  sepa- 
rated tor  irrigation.  By  the  side  of 
the  channel  of  this  stream  we  con- 
tinued some  way  ;  thm  the  road  sank 
helow  it ;  afterwards  we  ascended 
rapidly  by  a  steep  path  cut  out  at  the 
foot  of  precSpioes,  which  rose  in  un- 
broken grandeur  directly  over  us. 

"  Along  the  face  of  these  rocks  the 

•  It  wu  tnniUttd  fay  Iha  l(ta  HdiIi  D;Ii« 
AeUnd,  (ram  (  ran  mpy,  uudei  the  litis  or 
'The  GloriDua  Recovety  by  the  Vuidoit  of 
Iheir  V.Ueye  ■  An  Mconnl  of  theieintere.liiii) 
people,  uiJ  of  thii  >h«1r  inott  renuifuhte  14^ 
vmmn,  hu  bean  given  to  tho  worJd  hy  Dr. 
Wm.  ttoitiie,  m  bfi  Hutoiy  of  theplVililtiuea, 
pliblLahed  fay  Vimie,  vhich  conlnins  oufrvved 
Tiem  of  the  eventful  tamm  tliiDogh  wtakblhey 
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channel  for  the  walerconrse  was  cut ; 
and  though,  at  our  greatest  elevation 
above  the  valley  of  Clairee,  we  were 
at  least  a  thousand  feet  higher  than 
the  natural  bed  of  the  torrent,  we 
were  still  below  the  head  of  the  arti- 
ficial cliannelwhence  its  waters  flowed 
rapidly  towards  us.  It  was  dittcult 
to  bebeve  the  fact  before  our  eves  ; 
and,  as  we  looked  back  into  the  short, 
deep,  narrow  valley  tliat  we  had  Irft, 
and  whilst  we  saw  the  Clairee  foam- 
ing down  its  course,  the  aqueduct 
seemed  to  aecend  steeply  from  the 
valley.  This  water  is  led  round  the 
brow  of  the  mountain  to  irrigate  ^e 
meadows  above  Jajllon.  From  the 
big-hest  point  of  our  TOssage  the  view 
up  the  valley  of  the  Doire  to  Exilles 
was  very  fine  ;  and  immediately  after 
passing  this  point,  the  Combe  of  Snsa 
opened  to  us  from  between  the  Roche 
Melon  and  the  Col  de  Fenetre,  to  the 
plains  beyond  Turin.  We  soon  feU 
into  the  high  road  from  the  Mont 
Cenis  (Rle.  127)  ;  andabout  7  o'clock 
reached  the  Hol«l  de  la  Poste  at 

ROUTE  129. 


(Two  Days.) 

Grenoble  (Gratianopolis),  the  chief 
city  in  the  D^partemeat  de  I'lsfre, 
an  important  ^lace  beautifully  situ- 
ated, and  having  a  populauon  of 
35,000,  is  described  in  the  Hins. 
BOOK  iroB  Fk&ncg.  It  IS  here  only 
mentioned  as  the  stArtin^  point  for  an 
escursioD  across  the  Col  de  Lautaret 
to  the  pass  of  tie  Mont  Gen^vre, 

There  is  a  good  but  very  circuitoqa 
road  from  Grenoble  by  Viiille,  Gap 
and  EmbruQ  to  Brianfon,  and  a  dih< 
gence  goes  to  the  latter  town  daily 
from  Grenoble ;  but  it  is  50  m.  fiirther, 
and  through  a  country  that  is  gener- 
ally uninteresting,  whilst  that  by  the 
Col  de  Lautaret  lUraunds  with  some  of 
the  finest  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

To  save  this  distance.  Napoleon 
commenced  the  constrnctlon  of  a  new 
road  by  this  pass,  and  maoy  magni- 
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falling  of  the  Deighbonring  mountain* 
at  the  entrance  of  llie  Combe  de 
Gaveti  this  dammed  Che  river,  and 
the  waters  accimiulated  in  the  plain 
above,  and  formed  a  lai^  lake,  of 
which  the  anrface  was  3  leagues  long, 
and  1  wide,  and  its  depth  from  60 
to  8D  ft.  This  lake  existed  for  about 
200  years.  At  let^th,  in  September, 
1229,  it  burst  itB  burier,  ruahetl  into 
'ept  away  in 
its  fury  every  thing  that  it  touched, 
rapidly  passed  int«  the  Drac,  and 
thence  into  the  Is^re,  then  flowing 
over  the  plain  below  the  two  liveTS 
aubmereed  a  great  part  of  Grenoble. 
At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  pUia 


abandoned.     The  new  line  waa  called 
"  Soilte  d^E.^ptigne  en  Italie.^' 

The  road  to  ViiiUe  formerly  crossed 
the  plain  of  Grenoble,  then  ascending 
the  heights  bv  a  course  parallel  to  the 
river  Drac  descended  to  the  town  of 
Vizille,    But  within  a  few  years,  a 


up  the  banks  of  the  Bomanche  by 
course  nearly  leveL 

Viiaie,  3J  leagues,  has  about  200 
luhab.  Its  inns  are  wretched.  It  i 
considered  as  the  cradle  of  the  lirat 
French  revolution,  for  here  the  par- 
liament of  Dauphiny  first  made  a  de- 
claration fatal  to  the  power  of  the 
Bourbons. 

Hera  is  the  Ch&teaa  of  the  cele- 
bral«ii  constable  of  the  1 7lh  century, 
Lcsdjgui&rai.    '•■•'' 


who  had  established  cotton 
works  here ;  but  it  was  partly  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1 825. 

A  char  may  be  used  on  the  road  to 
the  Col  de  Lautaret  aa  far  as  Bourg 
d'Oysans,  to  which  town  there  is  also 
■  diligence  from  Grenoble.  The  road 
ascends  by  the  right  bank  of  the  Bo- 
manche  throiieh  >  narrow,  but  beau- 
tiful and  well-wooded  valley,  which 
runs  with  nearly  the  same  wild  cha- 
racter into  the  heart  of  the  mountains 
for  6  or  T  leagues.  In  some  places 
the  valley  widens  enou^  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  vill^e  or  a  hamlet: 
of  these.  Chichitane,  Gavet,  and  La 
Clavet  are  the  principaL  Near  Gavet 
there  are  some  iron  works.  This  re- 
markable ravine  or  Combe,  which  is 
also  an  English,  or  rather  Celtic 
name  Ibr  a  delile,  bears  the  name  of 
the  Combe  de  Gavet,  and  extends 
from  the  plain  of  Vizille  to  the  plain 
of  theBonrgd'Ovsans,  a  fertile  valley, 
sniToimrii'd  by  lofty  mountains.  It 
9  within  record  Chat  a  large  lake  we 


formed  ID  lb*  11th  century  by  the 


'alley  of  Alle- 
mont,  where  there  are  iron  works,  but 
the  readiest  access  to  them  is  frinn 
the  valley  of  Greaivandan,  above 
Grenoble.  Very  near  Bourg  d'Oy- 
sans,  a  gold  mine  is  still  worked. 

Boiiry  ^Oysanaj  7^  leagues  from 
Vizille,  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  river,  and  near  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  the  plain.  .The  vegetation 
of  its  valley  is  remarkably  rich;  the 
lofty  mountains  that  surround  it  offer 
in  some  places  precipitous  faces  that 
present  extraordinary  instances  of  tor- 
tuous stratification.  On  approaching 
the  Bourg,  the  enormous   Mont  de 


■om  the  valley  of  St-  Christopher, 
from  that  of  the  Bomanche,  which 
flows  through  the  Combe  of  Malval. 

The  inn  at  Bourg  d'Oysans  (Hotel 
de  la  Poste)  is  the  only  endurable 
one  on  the  routci  it  is  therefore  de- 
sirable to  divide  the  journey  here,  and 
rest  at  It  leagues  from  Grenoble. 
Indeed,  it  is  almost  necessary,  as 
Monestier,  the  next  point  of  conve- 
nient rest,  is  on  the  other  aide-of  the 
Col  de  liautaret,  distant  a  long  day's 
journey.  If  the  traveller  should  ar- 
rive early  enough  ti^  push  on  to  Ia 
Grave,  nearly  6  hrs.  further,  he  may 
rest  there  in  a  poor  inn,  made,  how- 
ever, more  endurable  now  than  it  was 
formerly;  but  he  should  be  assured  of 


Pisd^'  4r  Savoi/. 
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daylight  for  his  journey  thither 
through  the  mi^DiDcent  scenery  of 
the  Combe  of  Malval. 

[Ad  inteteating  excursion  may  be 
made  from  Bourg  d'Oysang  to  La 
Berarde,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley  of  St.  Chrialophe,  between  T 
and  8  hours'  walk  from  the  Bour?. 
The  only  inn  on  the  whole  ronle  13 
at  the  finely  situated  tillage  of  Venos, 
2^  hrs.  from  Bonrg  d'Oysans,  where 
there  are  tolerable  quarters,  but  the 
traveller  must  carry  his  own  provi- 
sions thilber.  St.  Christopher  is  2 
hrs.  abOTe  Venos,  and  La  Berarde 
lies  at  the  foot  of  Mont  Pelvoux,  the 
highest  peak  in  the  southern  Alps. 
The  scenery  of  the  whole  valley,  and 
especially  at  aud  above  La  Berarde, 
may  vie  in  grandeur  with  any  in  the 
Alps.  The  vallev  is  less  known  than 
Chamouni  was  before  the  time  of 
Wyudham  aud  Focock  ;  but  a  day 
devoted  to  visiting  it  troui  Boni^ 
d'Oysans  will  always  be  remembered 
with  gratification  by  the  lover  of 
sublime  scenery.] 

From  Bourg  d'Oysans  to  Monestier, 
the  road  is  practicable  only  for  mnles. 
In  many  places  a  good  char-road  re- 
mains, but  from  point  to  point  the  road 
has  been  allowed  to  fbll  so  entirely  to 
decay  as  to  become  impracticable. 

A  little  beyond  the  Bonrg,  llie 
road  twice  crosses  the  Itomanche, 
and  ascends  by  its  left  bank  very  high 
above  the  Infemet,  as  the  inaccessible 
Combe  of  Malval  is  called,  and  at 
least  SOO  ft.  over  the  torrent.  The 
ancient  mad — for  this  course  was 
known  to  tbe  Bomans,  iW>m  Briancon 
to  Grenoble — passed  much  higher 
behind  Mont  Lens,  where  there  is  a 
village  of  this  name,  4200  ft.  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  In  carrying  the 
new  road  along,  above  the  torrent, 
where  the  escarpments  of  the  moun- 
tuns  ore  bare,  smooth,  and  nearly 
perpendicular,  wherever  it  has  been 
possible  to  cut  away  the  rock  in  open 
day,  to  terrace  the  Toad,  this  has  been 
done;  but  where  masses  projected 
which  could  not  be  removed,  these 
hare  been  boldly  cut  through,  and  a 
gallery  has  been  made  in  one  place 
200  fL  longer  than  that  of  Gondo,  in 


either  of  these  a  sight  of  the  foaming 
course  of  the  torrent,  800  ft.  below, 
is  most  appalling.  At  the  Airther 
end  of  the  gallery  the  road  sweeps 
down  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
then  passes  nearly  00  its  level  through 
another  gallery,  ^uch  are  the  extra- 
ordinary works  on  this  route,  so  long 
left  useless  to  the  world,  for  the  want 
of  doing  something  mare  to  make 
them  available.     But  though  utterly 


and  continued  by  Louis  Philippe.  This 
magnificent  road,  which,  for  scenery 
and  engineering,  ranks  among  the 
p^ndest  in  the  Alps,  is  now  (1840) 
in  rapid  pn^resB.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  some  laborious  cuttings  made 
to  facilitate  the  entrance  into  the 
defile  of  the  InfemeU,  it  is  finished 
to  I«  Danphin,  aud  in  active  progtess 
further  on,  amidst  stnpendous  diffi- 
culties, as  far  as  La  Grave. 

From  the  last  gallery,  (be  road 
rises  np  throngb  a  valley  filled  with 
rocks  aud  blocks  of  enormous  si^e 
that  have  fallen  Irom  the  mountains 
above,  and  which  arc  interspersed 
with  a  few  trees  and  a  scanty  culti- 
vation. In  the  midst  of  such  a  desert 
lies  the  hamlet  of 

I.e  Dauphin,  4  leagues  from  Bonrg 
d'Oysans  :  here  refreshment  may  be 
had  at  a  miserable  auberge.  Above 
Le  Dauphin,  the  savage  and  rocky 
cbaracter  of  the  valley  predominates ; 
and  the  traveller  enters  a  nearly 
straight  ravine  of  almost  unequalled 
wildness,  bounded  by  the  precTpilous 
bases  of  mountains  thousands  of  feet 
in  height,  almost  everywhere  inacces- 
sible, those  of  Mont  de  Lens  on  the 
rL  absolutely  so,  and  crowned  by 
fields  of  ice  and  snow,  which,  owing 
to  the  height  and  abruptness  of  the 
defile,  can  only  here  and  there  be  seen 
from  below, 

Nmnerous  streams  are  crossed, 
which  descend  in  falls  from  tbe  gla- 
ciers that  crest  the  precipices,  and 
foaming  over  the  steep  talus  formed 
on  the  sides  of  the  TaUef  bf  tbe  dis- 
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integralion  of  the  mountain,  cross 
the  road,  and  odd  to  the  fary  of  the 
RomBDche.  Not  far  from  lie  Dan- 
phin,  on  the  1.,  a  magnificent  cata- 
net  ^ahes  out  fruto  the  top  of  the 
precipice,  and  falls  in  a  targe  volume 
into  the  vailey  below,  this  is  oaUed 
LeSmtde  la  Puceili!.  The  uniTersal 
•lory  of  a  pe«aaut-girl  leaping  down 
unhurt,  to  escape  the  Tiofenee  of  a 
chasseur,  ia  applied  to  this  fall  also. 

So  vast  are  some  of  the  blocks  that 
strew  the  valley,  that  one  among 
others  measures  60  paces  in  length, 
and  against  several,  stone  hats  and 
chSleta  are  raised  and  sheltered  ;  for 
though  there  appear  to  be  little  herb- 
age here,  what  there  is  is  rich  enough 
to  induce  those  who  have  herds  to 


fine  cataract,  on  the  L,  are  the  lead- 
roiues  of  Les  Freaux,  belonging  to 
M.  Marat  de  I'Ombre,  where  many 
workmen  are  employed  to  raise  the 
ore  and  smelt  it.  The  adits  are  seen 
high  upon  the  precipitous  sides  of  the 
mountains,  ana  ropes  and  machinery 
extend  into  the  valley  below  ;  these 
mines  are  said  to  be  worked  (o  ad- 
vantage. The  completioD  of  this  road 
to  Grenoble  would  oe  to  the  proprie- 
tors a  measure  of  great  importance. 

At  the  head  of  this  savage  valley 
the  road  rises  to  the  miserable  village 
■of  La  (Irave,  where  there  is  a  wretched 
inn.  Here  the  author  was  once  de- 
tained all  night  in  a  storm,  and  the 
filth  and  misery  of  aach  a  gtU  cannot 
be  imagioed.  At  a  future  visit  no 
bread  could  be  procured,  eicept  the 
black  BtnlF,  BO  misnamed,  baked  once 
a  year,  which  it  is  necessary  lo  chop 
witb  a  hatchet  (which  always  lies  by 
the  loaf)  and  soak  in  water.  S^^s, 
however,  may  be  had,  and  always 
-  ■■  f  the 


good  » 


may   be 

lie.    The  i 


imptioa  of  tl 


ing  Ihu  intercourse,  is  said  to  have 
made  the  Tan  at  La  Grave  more  tole- 
rable. This  extraordinary  road  is 
now  in  the  course  of  being  boldly  car- 
ried the  whole  nay  along  the  rl.  bank 
of  the  Romanche,  through  the  savage 


defile  described. 
The 


of  La  Grave  is  very 


present  a  scene  of  the  most  striking 
grandeur.  During  the  winter,  the 
cold  precludes  the  burying  of  the 
dead — the  ground  is  loo  hard  ;  (he 
'    "  '       suspended  in  the 

that  dried  cow-dung  ia  chiefly  used. 

On  leaving  La  Grave,  the  path 
descends  to  pass  some  rocks  ;  then 
rising,  it  leads  abruptly  to  a  turn  in 
the  valley  that  overlooks  a  very  fine 
fidl  of  the  Romanche,  all  its  waters 
being  poured  Into  a  deep  abyss ;  to 
flank  this  abvss,  the  road,  making  a 
little  detour,  nses  above  Ihehead  of  the 
fall,  and  soon  after  the  traveller  reaches 

Vlllard  (fArine,  a  village  as  wretched 
as  tiiat  of  La  Grave.  Here  the  moun- 
tain of  the  Lautaret  commences,  or 
rather,  the  mountain  ridge,  or  bairier 
that  divides  the  volley  of  the  Ro- 
manche from  that  of  Moneatjer  or 
the  Ouiaanne.  This  paaa  rines  to  the 
height  of  more  than  6000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea;  the  col  is  covered 
with  the  most  beautiful  pasturage, 
and  is  one  of  the  richest  spots  in  Uie 
Daupbiny  Alps  for  the  harvest  of  the 
botanist. 

On  the  summit,  3  leagues  front 
Villard  d'Ar^ne,  there  is  a  Maism 
ffoapitaligr,  one  of  those  founded  by 
Humbert  II.  in  the  11th  century, 
this  ia  kept  by  a  peasant  appointed  to 
the  duty;  but  travellers  are  cautioned 
not  to  trust  togettingfed  there,  though 
wine  alwaya,  and  bread  and  curds  may 
sometimes  be  found  on  the  I«utaret. 

The  ecene  jrom  the  col  is  most 
sublime :  immediately  above  it,  on  the 
n.,  is  the  Mont  d'Arcines,  scathed, 
and  pinnacled  with  rocks,  and  clothed 
with  enormous  glaciers,  endii^,  on  the 
aide  of  the  Romanche,  in  the  glacier 
of  Tttbuchet,  whence  this  river  has  its 
source;  on  the  other  side,  the  river 
Gui.sanne  is  seen  tumbling  down  the 
Mont  d'Arcines,  from  its  glaciers,  to 
flow  through  the  valley  of  Monestier. 

From  the  Col  de  Lautaret  a  steep 
road  descends  into  the  sterile  and 
miserable  valley  of  the  Guisanne,  to 
Hie  first  hamlet.  La  Madelmne,  thence 


to  Lft  IxMwf,  where  there  Is  a  toler- 
able inn ;  still  lower  is  the  tillage  of 
Caasei,  at  the  base  of  (he  glacier  of 
Ijaacialc  ;  and  at  the  end  of  nearly 
3  hrg.  from  the  Col  de  Lantaret  are 
the 
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BriDiDfon  across  the  Mont  Gene! rre  to 
Italy. 

It  is  a  city  ofhJKh  antiquity.  Pliny 
attributed  its  foundation  to  the 
Greeks,  who  were  chased  from  the 
borders  of  the  lake  of  Como;  others 
have  given  its  foundation  to  Bellove- 
sus  or  Breonus.  Ammianua  Harcel- 
linus  calls  it  Vii^antia  Casl«lltim. 
It  held  a  Roman  garrison.  St.  Am- 
brose was  here  on  his  way  to  Vienne 
in  Dauphiny  when  he  heard  of  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  Valeos,  whom 
he  was  going  to  baptize. 

This  Tittle  city  is  one  of  the  smallest 
in  France,  having  less  than  3OO0  In- 


ralin 

mand,  is  very  tolerable. 

The  mineral  waters  here  have  a 
-temperature  of  101°,  and  are  both 
drank  and  employed  in  baths:  they 
are  so  abundant  that  they  are  em- 
ployed to  turn  a  mill.  Below  Mo- 
nestier,  the  vaUe;^  exhibits  culliva- 
tion;  tiarley  ia  grown,  and  the  mea- 
dows, by  irrigations,  are  very  pro- 
ductive; and,  after  the  naked  and  ste- 
rile route  from  Le  Dauphin  to  Mo- 
nestier,  the  appearance  of  trees  ia 
buled  as  giving  the  highest  charm  to 
the  scenery. 

The  whole  conrse  of  the  Guisanne 
can  be  seen  to  Brian^on,  where  the 
■forts  of  this  frontier  town  are  visible, 
piled  above  each  other;  beyond  is  a 
chain  of  lofty  mountains,  over  whioh 
is  seen  the  peak  of  the  Honte  Viso; 
this  is  a  magnificent  scene. 

There  are  several  villages  in  the 
Val  Monestier  below  the  oatba;  the 
principal  are  La  Balle,  Chsntemerle, 
BO  named  from  the  nnmber  of  blaok- 
birds  that  frequent  it;  and  SL  Chaf- 
frev.  The  approach  to  Briangon  is 
strikingly  fine,  ita  walls  and  forts 
rising  as  they  do  to  the  highest  Pin- 
fernct,  which  is  placed  on  a  peak, 
nearly  10,000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea ;  the  broad  rich  valley  of  the 
Durance  below  the  town,  and  the 
inoantain  boundaries  to  the  valley, 
make  this  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
towns  and  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

Brittnam,  3  hours'  walk  from  Mo- 
nestier.  The  best  inn  is  L'Ourg.  This 
town  haa  gates,  waUa,  and  regular 
defences,  and  every  strong  position  is 
occupied  with  a  fort  or  battery;  it 
guards  the  frontier  of  France  by  the 
pass  of  the  Mont  Gen^vre  and  the 
valley  of  the  Dorance.  A  diligence 
goes  daily  to  and  from  Embruo,  bat 
there  is  no  pohlio  conveyance  from 


hab.      Tbe   s 


iteep,  but  many  of  the  houses  a 
welf  built.  It  boasta  of  a  Grande 
Place  :  its  chureh  ia  not  worth  a  visit. 
Tbe  town  itself  is  strong  from  its 
position  and  mural  defences,  bat  the 
seren  forts  which  guard  it  render  it 
almost  impregnable.  Between  the 
city  and  aume  of  these  forta  there  is 
a  bridge  over  the  deep  bed  of  the 
Durance,  which  foams  beneath  vast 
precipices.  The  bridge  is  of  bold  con- 
struction, a  single  arch  of  130  English 
feet  span,  and  180  feet  above  the  tor- 
rent. It  was  built  in  1730,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Marechal  d'Asfeld. 
See  Habdbook  for  Frasce. 

KOXTTE  130. 

SSlkVefiS  TO  StJBi,  BV  TUT.  PASS  OF 
THE  MONX  SENfcVRE. 

On  leaving  Brianijon  for  the  Mont 
Geni>vre,  the  valley  of  the  Durance  ia 
ascended  by  a  narrow  gorge  for  more 
than  a  league,  as  (Ur  as  I*  Vachette, 
a  little  hamlet  at  the  foot  of  the 
Uont  Gcn^vre.  Here,  on  the  I., 
opens  the  Val  de  Neuvache,  a  fine, 
large,  and  productive  valley,  a  strik- 
ing contrast  to  the  valley  of  the  Gui- 
sanne. It  ia  also  called  the  Val  des 
Fres,  from  its  rich  meadows.  Its 
mountains  are  clothed  with  forests  ; 
through  it  the  river  Clairf  e  flowa  for 
10  leagues,  and  then  loses  its  name  in 
a  less  considerable  torrent — tbe  Du- 
rance, which  has  scarcely  run  2 
leagues  from  its  source  in  tbe  Mont 
Gen^vre.    At  the  foot  of  the  Mont 
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Giin&vre  ii  a  fountun  which  formerlj 
bore  the  name  of  Napoleoo,  and 
■erved  to  commemorale  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  route.  This  was  re- 
moved by  the  Buurbong,  lest  soma 
thirsty    wny&rer    should    bless    his 


The  Biscent  commeaces  throai^h  a 
"  hv  B  series  of  ad- 
:ea  zis-z^s  luuds  the 
travuller  up  to  the  col,  and  preseats 
at  every  turn  a  variety  in  the  views 
of  Briancon  snd  its  forts,  the  volleys 
of  the    Duratice  and  Neuvache,    and 


much  relieve  the  tedium  of 
that  the  summit  is  attained  before  the 
traveller  has  any  idea  that  he  has  ac- 
complished a  distance  of  nearly  2 
leagues.  The  old  road  continued  by 
the  pine  forests  up  tiie  L  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  pedestrians  still  pursue 
it,  as  it  is  much  the  shortest  to  attain 
the  Col  of  the  Mont  Genevre. 

The  plain  of  Che  Mont  Genivre  is 
remarkable  for  the  culture  of  barley 
on  its  summit,  nearly  6000  ft.  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  there 


there  is  a  village  called  the 

Boarg  Mont  Oenivre,  3  leagues  from 
Brian^on,  wbicb  is  inhabited  all  the 
year.  Here  is  the  custom-house,  a 
troublesome  place  W>  those  who  enter 
La  belle  f}-ance. 

On  the  plun,  and  almost  from  a 
common  source,  two  rivers  rise — the 
Durance,  which  flows  into  France  and 
the  Hediterranean,  and  the  Doira- 
Susana,  which  flows  into  the  Po  and 
the  Adriadc. 

On  the  summit  of  the  plain  an 
obelisk  was  erected  to  commemorate 
the  ci»iBttacdon,  in  1807,  of  this  fine 
road  over  the  Alps.  It  is  60  ft.  high, 
and  liad  on  its  pedestal  inscriptioDS  to 
record  the  event :  these  the  Bourbons 
removetL  Is  it  possible  that  the 
wicked  and  the  weak  who  ordered 
the  destractioQ  of  such  memorials  as 
these,  and  the  record  on  the  fountun 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  Qen6vre,  can 
have  thought  that  with  their  removal 
the  feme  of  Napoleon  would  be  for- 
gotten ?   Some  retribafjon  has  nlready  , 


on  the  obelisk  and  the  fountain. 

On   leaving  the   Col  of  the    UoDt 
Gen&vre,  the    course  of  the  river    is 


the  side  of  Mont  ChaberU 
which  the  road  is  carried, 
reaches  the  bed  of  the  river  and 
crosses  it  about  2  miles  from  Cesanne; 
the  road  then  continues  to  this  vil- 
lage, where  the  stream  from  the  Moat 
Genlvre  falls  "into  a  larger  branch, 
which  descends  from  the  lofty  monn- 
tains  that  bound  the  Protestant  Val- 
leys of  Piedmont. 

Ceaanne,  where  there  are  two  mi- 
serable inns,  is  not  more  than  3^ 
hours'  good  walk  from  Briani^on. 

Below  Cesanne,  (be  course  Ilea 
down  the  valley  to  Susa  by  a  miser- 
able road  for  carriages.  The  first 
important  cODUnnne  in  the  valley  is 

Oatx,  S  le^ues,  a  large  village  at 
the  entrance  to  the  vaUej  of  Bar- 
donn^che,  whence  there  is  a  pass  by 
the  Col  de  la  Bue  to  Modane,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Arc  From  Oulx,  it  is 
about  2  leagues  to  Salaberlrand,  a 
place  memorable  for  the  battle  fonght 
and  won  by  the  Vaudois,  under  Henri 
Arnaud,  on  their  return  to  their  val- 
leys, after  expatriation,  in  1689,  when 
they  were  opposed  by  2500  regular 
entrenched  troops,  three  times  their 
numbers,  and  commanded  by  the 
Marquess  de  Larrey,  who  was  wound- 
ed in  the  action  :  every  spot  aronud 
has  interest  in  connection  with  that 
event :  the  mountain  by  which  tbey 
had  descended  on  the  night  of  the 
battle  ;  and  that  by  the  Col  de  Sou, 
which  they  had  crossed  to  go  into 
their  valleys  after  their  victory. 

Beyond  SaUbertrand  the  valley 
narrows  considerably,  and  forms,  a 
good  league  below,  near  the  fort  of 
Exillea,  B  deep  defile ;  in  the  aiidst 
of  this  the  fort  is  placed,  which  per- 
f^tly  commands  the  valley ;  here  the 
river  is  crossed,  and  the  rc«d  thenoe 
continues  on  its  rt.  bank,  beneath  the 
heights  of  Chaumont— a  spot  rendered 
mem<»al>le  by  the  fiit«  of  the  CmbI« 


de  B«lleiale,  who  tell  bere  on  the  9[h 
of  Jul}',  1747  :  his  desperate  valour, 
ivhich  ksA  been  excited  by  the  pro- 
mise of  ft  Baton  de  Marechal  of  France, 
if  he  aneceeded  in  forcing  the  pass, 
was  checked  after  be  bad  received 
many  severe  wounds,  by  a  coup  de 
grace  from  a  grenadier  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Monferrat. 

The  valley,  in  and  below  the  defile, 
IB  richly  wooded,  and  preserves  nearly 
the  same  characler  for  3  le^ues,  from 
Satabertrand  to 

Snsa  (Bte.   127),   22  m.  from  Ce- 
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the  valley.  At  Traverse,  there  is  a 
humble  inn.  The  distance  of  this 
village  from  Cesanne  by  the  Col  de 
Sestrieres  is  about  3  hours'  walk. 
The  Clusone  gives  a  general  name  to 
the  whole  valley,  but  among  its  inba- 
bitanls  the  upper  part  above  the  fort 
of  Ffioestreilea  ia  called  the  Val  Pra- 
^las;  below  the  fort  it  is  o^n  caJled 
the  Val  de  Feronse. 

Fenestrelles,  4  leagnes,  a  village  of 
SOOIubab.,  with  a  tolerable  inn.  Tha 
fort  of  Feiiestiellei  is  a  place  of  great 
strength,  which  guards  the  approach 
to  Piedmont  by  mis  valley.  It  rises, 
from  the  deiile  formed  by  the  base  of 
the  Uont  Albergian,  to  the  summit  of 
the  mount^D,  and  commands  the  left 
bank  of  the  torrent  b^  its  immense 
line  of  fortifications  rising  in  terraces. 
The  highest  battery  is  accessible 
through  a  gallery  that  contains  3600 
steps.  On  the  sununlt  is  a  basin  co- 
vered with  verdure,  called  the  Pr£  de 
Catinit,  from  this  celebrated  general 
having  encamped  there.  Not  far  from 
the  summit  is  the  Col  de  la  Fenetre, 
which  looks  out  upon  the  Combo  of 
Susa  and  the  valTev  of  the  Voire: 
there  are  remains  of  old  f)>Tts  on  the 
base  of  the  Albei^an,  but  they  are 
neglected  as  unnecessary.  The  vil- 
lage of  FcDeBtrelles  lies  in  the  middle 
of  the  defile  below.  The  fort  of  Fe- 
nestrelles is  naed  as  a  state  prison.  It 
is  the  scene  of  M.  Saintine'a  pretty 
tale  of  "  Picciola." 

[The  Pass  of  F^ruslrelhs  leads  to 
Susa  hi  5  hrs.  The  descent  to  Susa 
is  painfully  rugged.1 

From  F^estrelles  to  Pignerol 
there  are  S  leagues,  almost  entirely 
through  the  vauey  of  the  Clusone: 
there  is  Uttle  interest  in  the  valley, 
or  variety  in  the  scenery :  it  is  gene- 
raUy  narrow;  hut  where  there  is  cnl- 
titation,  corn  and  wine  abonnd.  The 
mulberry  for  silk-worms  flourishes  in 
Ihe  valley,  and  frnit  and  forest  trees 
luxuriate,  as  they  are  almost  alwayl 
found  lo  do  on  the  side  of  Piedmont. 
Formerly,  this  valley  was  filled  with 
a  Protestant  community,  but  their 
living  in  it  was  long  prohibited.  The 
Vaudois  churches  were  not  permitted 
out  of  the  valleys  of  Bora,  La  Tonr, 


Prom  Cesanne,  the  road  made  by 
order  of  Napoleon  to  descend  into 
Italy  is  more  direct  than  that  by 
Turin  ;  but  the  miserable  policy  of 
the  Sardinian  government  hasallowed 
this  road  bevond  Cesanne  to  fall  into 
decay,  and  thus  almost  compelled  tra- 
vellers to  pass  by  Susa  and  Turin.  It 
is  U  hrs.  hard  walking  from  Cesanne 
to  Perouse  by  the  Col  de  Sestrieres. 

The  route  by  the  Sestrieres  from 
Cesanne  crosses  the  Doire,  and  the 
ascent  to  the  col  immediately  com- 
mences, by  a  series  of  zigzags  like 
that  of  the  descent  from  the  Mont 
Genlvre ;  a  lengthened  snake-like 
course  of  each  can  be  seen  from  the 
other  across  the  valley  of  the  Doire. 
liie  road  fi^m  Cesanne  soon  reaches 
the  hamlet  of  Champlas  ;  still  the  road 
continues  to  ascend  over  fine  pas- 
turages, till  it  reach  the  Col  de  Ses- 
trieres and  chalets  :  the  plain  of  the 
col  is  nearly  2  miles  long.  On  the 
side  towards  the  Val  Praeelas,  the 
view  is  vrild  and  fine  of  the  valley 
and  the  Mont  Albergian.  Above  the 
Fort  of  Fenestrelles,  the  road  leads 
down  by  tourniquets  to  the  banks  of 
the  Clusone,  and  to  the  first  village, 
Sestrieres,  4  leagues  from  Cesanne, 
and  thence  to  the  villages  of  Pragelaa 
and  Traverse:  the  broad  bed  of  the 
river  beneath  the  dark  pine  forests 
opposite  to  Pragelas,  the  lowest  in 
the  valley  of  the  two  villages,  gives 
ratber  an  appearance  of  sterility  to 
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St.  JSatdn,  and  Angrogna ;  but  the 
more  lilterft!  poLcy  of  the  Govem- 
menL  since  1S48  has  removed  this 
rastrictwin.  The  TftUey  of  La  Tour  is 
known  also  as  the  valley  of  Lucoma, 
and  the  Val  Felice. 

Below  Fcneetrelles,  the  roate  passes 
through  nnmeroos  villufes  and  ham- 
leu~&IoQU)le,  Bouse  Villaret,  and 
Chapelle— before  reaching 

fgnrae,  the  principal  town  in  the 
■alley  (/iw.-AuDeiTONational6,agood 
oountry  inn,  kept  by  Louis  Peyran,  a 
relation  of  the  uunister  of  that  nameX 
which  is  fioroetimes  called  the  Valley 
of  Peronse.  It  is  situated  directly 
opposite  to  the  valley  of  St.  Martin 
or  the  Germanasca,  one  of  the  most 
interestine  of  the  Protestant  vallevB. 
This  leads  up  by  the  torrent  of  tlie 
Germanaeca  to  Ponvxret  and  Perrier 
(or  Pierrers),  through  scenes  of  great 
richness  and  beauty.  Above  Perrier 
two  branches  meet:  that  to  the  S.W. 
leads  to  Modoretto  and  Fralia-  thai  on 
^  TS.W.  has,  above  a  defile  on  its 


\.  little  beyond  the  road  enters 
a  deep  ravine  of  the  Germanasca, 
which  is  singularly  wiJd  and  beau- 
tiful! at  iu  upper  estremity  it  opens 
into  the  ralley  below  the  Commune 
of  J/otcb/,  nearly  opposite  t«  the  val- 
ley which  leads  across  the  Col  de  la 
Fontaiae  to  Fralis. 

Continuing  up  the  valley  of  the 
German&Bca,  the  houce  of  the  M. 
Tron,  the  Syndic  of  Marcel,  is  passed; 
a  singularly  handsome  structure  in 
such  a  situation.  About  a  league 
above  this  spot  is  the  hamlet  of  Bal- 
iSle-  and  inuoediaCely  over  it,  the 
celebrated  Castella,  a  t«rrace  on  the 
side  of  a  peaked  mountain,  where  the 
Vaudois  entrenched  themselves  under 
Henri  Amaui  Here  the  little  hand- 
ful of  brave  men,  not  exc«eding  from 
600  to  700,  struggled  for  their  father- 
land,  and  fought,  for  three  days,  the 
united  armies  of  France  and  Sardinia, 
amounting  to  22,000  men,  when  the 
latl«r,  however,  found  it  necessary  to 
bring  up  artjllery,  which  was  aocom- 

Elished  with  eiccesaive  difficulty.  The 
eroic  Vaitdois,  foreseeing  that  against 


the  cumon  they  could  not  hold  tbeic 
position,  retreal«d  during  the  night 
without  losing  a  man ;  and  the  follow- 
ing day,  their  sovereign  of  Sardinia, 
having  quarrelled  with  his  allies, 
agreed  to  restore  them  to  their  val- 
leys and  their  hearths.  No  history 
axisla  so  replete  with  wonderful  ad- 
ventures as  that  of  the  simple  pea- 
sants of  these  valleys,  who  fought 
and  suffered,  and  reconquered,  fur 
liberty  of  conscience. 

Above  the  Balsille,  one  of  the 
grandest  assemblages  of  materials  for 
alpine  scenery  is  to  be  fi>und,  in  cata- 
racts, ravines,  and  mountains:  from 
the  head  of  Uie  valley  there  is  a  pass 
by  the  Col  du  Pis  to  Pr^elas  in  the 
valley  of  Clusone.  The  author  has 
crossed  from  Pragelaa  to  Perouse  in 
one  day,  and  he  knows  no  finer  tra- 
verse in  the  Alps,  and  the  panorajjaa 
from  the  col  is  one  of  the  most  sub- 
lime in  the  great  chain. 

Another  pass  between  the  valleys 
of  {he  G«rmanasca  and  the  Ctusoue 
is  that  by  the  Col  AH>ergian,  which 
leads  from  the  B^ulle  and  the  wild 
valley  and  Alps  above  it  to  Fene- 

From  Perouse  to  the  Balsille,  and 
back  to  Perouse,  may  be  accomplished 
easily  in  a  day. 

On  the  roulo  from  Perouse  to  Plg- 
Eerol  some  fine  quarries  are  passed, 
.ised  for  the  public 


these  is  seen  another  of  tl 
churches,  St.  Germano,  and  the  Uttle 
valley  which  leads  to  Fraraol;  still 
further  down  is  the  church  of  Pro- 
ruttin,  nearly  opposite  to  where  the 
valley  widens,  and  the  road  enters 
upon  the  plains,  throu^  the  hamlets 
of  Port  and  Abadia,  to  Fignerol. 

ROUTE  132. 


where  s 


Fignerol — (Tuna;  not  good,  Albergo 
de  Campagna  said  to  be  beat;  Corona 
Grande;  Caaone  d'Oro).  Fignerol  is 
a  straggling  town,  having  some  ms- 
nofaotures  and  a   lai^  and  rather 
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imcivil  population,  13,500  in  1B38.  It 
nas  once  fortified.  Its  castle  was  once 
H  state  prison.  It  has  a  fine  Cal/itdral. 
A  diligence  several  timea  a  day  1)6- 
tween  Fignerol  and  Turin,  wbich 
gives  great  &cilil]'  to  the  traveller 
who  wishes  to  visit  the  Frotesiant 
Valleja  from  this  city;  and  from  Pig. 
nerol  to  La  Tour  a  diligence  trav^ 
daily;  the  distance  is  nut  more  than 
10  £ng.  m.:  the  route  lies  through  St. 
Secuudo  to  Bischeraaco,  5  m.,  and  3 
m.  further  to  the  first  Protestant  com - 

St.  Qiocaam.  Here  a  new  church 
was  built  while  Piedmont  was  under 
the  govemment  of  Napoleon.  Upon 
the  restoration  of  the  house  of  Sar- 
dinia, the  Roman  Catholics,  whose 
church  is  on  the  other  side  of  a  little 
stream,  complained  that  the  voices  of 
the  Protestants  in  singing  disturbed 
their  devotions,  and  an  order  was 
given  to  shut  oat  the  abomination  by 
a  large  barricade  of  wood,  which  the 
VaudoiB  were  compelled  to  erect  be- 
fore the  door  of  their  church.  This 
has  now,  however,  dropped  awaj  bit 
by  bit,  and  little  remains  of  this  evi- 
dence of  iniolerajice.  The  church  is 
of  a  singular  ibrm^-a  horae-shoc — 
but  it  is  not  favourable  to  the  preacher 
or  his  congregation. 

A  short  league  beyond  St.  Gio- 
vanni, through  a  fertile  country,  Ues 

La  Tour  (^Itais:  L'Ours,  opposite 
Col.  Beckwith's  house;  Lion  d'Or, 
ebei  Bottier),  the  principal  town  of 
the  Protestant  communities.  The  val- 
ley of  La  Tour  is  known  aleo  as  the 
valley  of  Lucerna  and  the  Yal  Pelice. 
A  very  handsome  I^oleHant  CAuroA 
has  been  begun  here,  with  permission 
of  the  Government,  since  1848,  with 
residences  for  the  cle^j  and  jirofes- 
Bors.    Colonel  Beckwifi  -contributed 

An  Aospittil  has  been  established 
for  the  sick  and  poor  among  the  Pro- 
testants, by  funds  rtused  chiefly  'm 
Holland,  Russia,  and  England  :  in 
1837  3.  College  was  establi^ed  there 
for  the  education  of  young  men  for 
tiie  ministry  of  the  Vaudoia  churches, 
and  ibey  Imve  thns  removed  the  ne- 
cessity which  had  hitherto  existed  of 


sending  them  to  Geneva  or  Lausanne. 
This  institution  is  chiefly  endowed  by 
funds  raised  in  tbe  above  countries, 
but  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  tlie 
liberality,  the  exertions,  and  the  leal 
for  tbe  cause  of  the  Vaudois.  of 
Colonel  Beckwith  and  Dr.  GiUv.  To 
the  latter  the  Vaudois  are  under  the 
deepest  obligations  for  the  interest  he 
has  taken,  and  the  influence  his  writ- 
ings have  excited  in  their  favour.  A 
large  Uoman  Catholic  church  has 
been  recontly  built  here  fur  the  con- 
version of  the  Vandois,  bat  it  has 
been  attended  by  signal  failure. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  Alps  that, 
for  richnsBB  and  beanty  in  tne  lower 
valleys,  and  for  wild  and  magnificent 
scenery  in  ^e  defiles  and  mountiuns, 
sucpasses  the  valleys  of  the  Vaudois. 
Easy  of  access,  by  good  roads  from 
Tunu,  La  Tour  is  reached  in  6  hrs. 
from  that  city,  through  a  country 
luxuriant  in  vegetation.  There  are 
good  inns  at  La  Tour,  to  make  head- 
quarters for  excursiunB ;  and  tiie 
civility  of  all  classes  to  strangera, 
especially  English,  ought  to  be  a 
recommendalion  to  rambles  in  their 
country.  Of  the  Vaudois  generally, 
but  especially  of  the  monntaineerB,  it 
has  been  justly  said,  that  "they  are 
tar  superior  in  moral  cbaracler  to  the 
Boman  Catholic  inhabitants ;  they 
are,  from  ancient  habi^  honest,  civi^ 
and  quiet ;  and,  from  their  situation 
and  necessity,  simple  and  laborious." 

One  of  the  most  interesting  excur- 
sions from  La  Tour  is  into  the  valley 
lif  Angrogna,  vikicb  is  surrounded  by 
lofty  mountains  and  pasturages.  It 
is  richly  wooded  down  to  the  deep 
defiles  of  its  torrent,  and  presents 
every  variety  of  scenery,  but  some  of 
its  wild  scenes  are  associated  with 
their  history  ;  as  the  deQles  or  Barri- 
oadee  af  Fra  del  Ibr,  which,  defended 
by  them,  gave  security  to  their  tami- 
lies,  who  sought  reiiigB  within  this 
grand  and  most  picturesque  defile. 
Above  it,  in  the  recesses  of  these 
mountains,  concealed  from  the  world 
for  many  apes,  their  Barbes,  or 
teachers,  held  tbeir  institution  for 
d  fitted  their  pupils  tot 
lilvery  foot  (h  ground 
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in  ihii  Tftllej  is  >aci«d  in  the  history 
of  thia  exlr^ordinarj  people.  In  the 
Prs  del  Tor  there  has  lately  been 
erecled  a  Rom&n  Catholic  church,  but 
the  heart  of  the  ^>1W  is  not  the 
heart  of  the  people,  l^ia  excurBiun 
maj  be  varied  bj  crosaiiis  directlj 
orer  the  hill  from  a  little  below  the 
Pr*  del  Tor  to  St.  HarKnerite,  and 
theiue  lo  Ia  Tour  :  the  whole  excor- 
■ion  may  be  made  in  half  a  day. 

The  excunioD  ma;  be  varied  bj 
followinf;  the  hJgh-Toad  to  the  village 
of  Aa^rogna,  which  offers  from  many 
beantiiul  points  of  view  the  plains  of 
Piedmont  The  return  may  be  made 
through  the  defiles,  or  on  the  steep 
■lopes  that  bound  the  river.  A  day 
given  to  explore  the  Val  Angrogna 
wili  be  remembered  with  pleasure. 

From  Lb  Tour,  up  the  valley  of 
the  Felice,  the  road  passes  by  the 
hamlet  of  St.  Marguerite,  near  the 
rock  of  Caatelluz,  where  is  situated 
a  Protestant  church.  Beyond  this 
hamlet  Che  ascent  of  the  valley  is  rich 
and  picturesque.  Aljout  1^  hour 
from  La  Tour,  the  village  of  Villar  is 
passed-,  and  thence  to  £oUw  is  scarcely 
another  hour.  There  is  a  small  inn 
at  Bobbio,  and  a  station  of  Sardinian 
preposes,  or  douaniem. 

From  Bobbio,  a  pass  np  the  moun- 
tain leads,  by  Serra  te  Cruel  and  the 
Col  Jolien,  lo 

FnUis.  From  La  Tour  this  is  a 
day's  journey,  and  there  are  few  ex- 
cursions  which  oBer  more  striking 
scenes, especially  from  the  ColJidien. 
Near  the  summit— "Alps  o'er  Alps" 
are  seen,  piled  in  the  most  snbhme 
confusion!  and,  surmounting  sU,  the 
Monte  Viso.  So  near  does  the  latter 
appear,  that  the  path  to  the  Col  de 
Viao,  on  the  side  of  France,  can  be 
distinctly  traced,  ascending  nearly 
due  S.,  beneath  the  precipices  of  the 
Col  de  Viso,  till  it  turns  abruptly 
to   the  K.  at  the  coL       The  descent 


Col  de  la  Fonteiae    to   the  Balsilte, 
and  through  the  valley  of  St.  Martin 
to  Perouae. 
On  leaving  fiobhio,  a  long  wall  i« 


seen,  an  embankment  made  to  gn&rd 
the  village  from  the  inundations  of 
the  Felice;  it  was  built  by  a  grvnt 
from  Oliver  Cromwell,  durmg  whose 
protectorate  one  of  those  fearful  cala-* 
mities  had  nearly  destroyed  Bobbio. 
A  little  beyond,  the  river  is  crossed, 
and  themountainascent  begins;  soon, 
on  beading  to  the  L,  tile  scenery  be- 
comes  wild  and  laTage.  The  last 
view  down  the  valley  towards  Bobbio 
is  very  fine. 

After  a  long  course  amidst  strangely 
situated  hamlets,  where  rocks  and 
trees  of  the  wildest  character  make 
□p  a  rapid  succession  of  picturesque 
scenes,  the  path  reaches  a  drearj 
mass  of  rocks,  over  which  is  poured 
the  torrent  of  the  Pelica,  and  further 
progress  seems  forbidden.  Up  amidst 
these  rocks,  however,  a  path  is  found, 
which  enters  a  de^  ravine,  amidst 
whic^  are  the  ruins  of  the  fort  of 
Hirabouc,  built  ag^nst  the  steep 
escarpmenCs  of  the  mountain,  in  a 
gorge  which  Is  utterly  impassable  on 
the  side  opposite  to  the  fort;  nor  is 
there  a  path  on  the  side  where  the 
ruins  of  the  fort  stand  that  does  not 
pass  through  its  former  gates.  The 
fort  was  demolished  after  the  wars  of 
the  French  revolution,  in  1796. 

A  Utile  before  reaching  Mirabouc, 
a  valley  towards  the  r.  bads  to  the 
village  of  Abries  by  the  Col  de 
Malanre,  a  shorter  hat  more  difficult 
path  than  that  by  the  Col  de  la  Crtnx. 

From  the  Bergerie  of  Pra,  where 
the  Alpine  traveller  mar  rest  in  a 
grange  with  more  comfort  than  in 
many  places  of  much  greater  preten- 
sion, he  may  reach  the  Monte  Viso 
by  the  Col  de  Seyliere  at  a  much 
earlier  hour  than  from  Abries  in  the 
valley  of  the  Guil;  having  crossed  it, 
the  distance  is  short  to  the  Col  de 
Viso,  and  this  is  the  easiest  detour 
by  the  Viso  from  the  Val  de  Pebee  to 
the  valley  of  the  Po. 

The  lovers  of  the  chase  may  find 
hunter's  accommodation  at  the  Ber- 
gerie  de  Pre,  and  abundance  of  cha- 
mois in  the  surrounding  moanbun^ 
and  the  fine,  honest  character  of  the 
peasantry  here  is  a  great  temptation 
to  its  eiyofmeati 
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Abore  the  fort  Mirttbonc,  a  path 
through  a  narrow  and  sterile  valley 
enters  upon  the  meadows  and  pas- 
turages of  Ihe  Bereerie  de  Pra^the 
highest  hamlet  in  l^e  valley,  situated 
in  the  midst  of  fertile  pastarages, 
and  where  barley  and  potatoes  are 
raised.  This  is  the  hiehesC  station 
of  the  Sardinian  cusWm^ouse  on  the 


The  ascent  to  the  Col  de  La  Croix 
is  by  a  steep  and  difficult  path,  made 
in  zigzags  up  the  abrupt  side  o!  the 
col,  towards  Piedmont.  This,  how- 
ever, is  soon  surmonnted,  and  from 
the  highest  point,  which  overlooks  the 
Bide  of  Italy,  the  defile  of  Mirabouc 
is  a  savage  scene.  The  col  is  nearly 
level  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  the 
path,  traversing  the  side  of  a  hoUow, 
emdunlly  subsides  to  the  valley  of 
the  Guil,  within  (he  territories  of 
France.  On  the  col  there  is  a  station 
of  the  douane,  snd  at  Ia  Monta..  in 
the  valley  of  the  Guii,  another,  where 
travellera  are  examined;  the  distance 
B-om  La  Tour  to  La  Monta  is  7  lirs.' 
walk;  the  descent  into  France  is  very 
gradual;  traces  of  an  intended  road 
surveyed  under  Napoleon  may  be 
seen.  On  the  rt.,  in  descending,  there 
is  a  den,  miscalled  an  inn,  at  La  Monta; 
thence  the  distance  through  the  Iiam- 
let  of  Ristolas  to 

Abriea  is  about  4  miles:  here  (here 
is  a  miserable  country  /nn,  cket  Ri- 
chard. At  Abries  the  torrent  from 
Valprevaire  Hows  inlo  the  Guil,  and 
a  path  up  its  course  leads  to  several 
mountain  passes.  Below  Abries  the 
road  through  the  valley  of  the  Guil 
leads,  in  about  2  hrs.,  to  the  fort  of 
Queiras,  passing  in  the  descent  those 
valleys  in  nliich  there  are  still  Fro- 
teiitant  communities,  particularly  that 
of  S(-  Vcran,  in  a  valley  which  joins 
from  Ihe  L  the  valley  of  the  Guil,  at 
Ville-vielles :  and  the  valley  of  Ar- 
vieux,  which  enters  that  of  the  Guil 
near  Queiras.  .  To  these,  and  the  Yal 
Frasaeni^res,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Durance,  tbe  name  of  the  Pays  de  Neff 
has  been  given,  to  coramemorat*  the 
services  rendered  to  these  communities 
by  this  young  Swiss  Protestant  minis- 
ter, who  devoted  hii  life  to  renovating 


these  valleys  from  time  im- 
memorial. Neff  aeema  to  have  taken 
for  his  model  Oberlin,  the  good  pastor 
of  the  Bande  laBoche,  for  he  not  only 
regarded  with  the  deepest  interest 
the  rehgious  faith  and  practice  of 
these  people,  but  be  established 
schools,  and  taught  them  reading,  ' 
writing,  arithmetic,  agriculture,  and 
the  elements  of  much  useful  know- 
ledge, not  before  possessed  by  them, 
Hediedin  1829.  His  name  throngh- 
out  these  valleys  is  remembered  with 
the  deepest  reverence  and  aifeolion. 

Tbe  Chateau  de  Queiras  is  finely' 
situated  in  the  valley;  it  is  garri- 
soned, and  entirety  commands  Che 
pass,  and  from  every  point  of  view 
presents  a  most  picturesque  object. 
There  is  a  tolerable  inn  at  Queiras. 

Below  the  chateau  the  road  skirts 
tbe  deep  bed  of  the  river  for  a  short 
way,  then  descending  to  (he  torrent, 
which  it  crosses,  it  coDtiuues  for 
nearly  2  hrs.,  through  one  of  the  finest 
defiles  in  the  Alps.  In  some  places 
the  mountains  seem  to  close  in  above 
the  traveller;  and  it  is  often  necessary 
to  cross  the  Guil  to  find  a  path  on  one 
side,  which  is  forbidden  on  tbe  other 
by  projecting  rocks  or  perpendicular 
precipices  of  vast  height,  whose  bases 
sink  like  a  wall  in  the  t«rrent.  Some- 
times, when  both  sides  forbid  a  pas- 
sage in  the  depth  of  the  ravine,  the 
rood  runs  high  above  the  river,  and 
on  these  higher  paths  the  yellow  rind 
and  tortuous  branches  of  the  stone- 


snch  situations  beautiliil;  si 
lets  are  passed  in  this  savage  ravine. 
At  length  the  road  emerges,  winds  up 
a  steep  and  rugged  path,  crosses  the 
torrent  of  Seillac,  and  descends  upon 
Guillestre,  a  little  bourg  which  was 
one  of  the  stations  during  the  war  for 
English  prisoners. 

A  little  below,  the  road  passes  be- 
neath the  fort  of  Mont  Dauphin, 
which  guards  this  er '     " 


garrison  singularly  placed 
rock  that  is  nearly  insuited  a 
mouth  of  the  Guil,  at 


the 


— EMBECH  TO 


with  the  Dimnoe.  Here  the  great 
Tte.  from  Grenoble  to  BrUn^un  ia  en- 
tered ;  uid  the  coune  daHii  the  >  alley 


From  Embnin  to  Abi 

After  pas&ing  Ristolas  an^  asceni 
iag  the  valley  of  the  Goil  to  la 
Montft— wheu  the  path  to  the  Col 
de  la  Croix,  turns  off  to  the  L— the 
rt«.  to  the  MoDte  Viao  continues  up 
the  valley  *o  the  highest  village,  I^ 
Chalpe,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
I.a  Monta.  At  La  Chalpe  guides 
may  be  oblained  fur  excursions  either 
across  the  MoDte  Viso  to  Saluzio,  or 
inla  the  valleys  and  recesses  of  Uonte 
Viso. 

The  valley  of  the  Guil  above 
Abries  is  narrow  and  savage  :  bare 
Mid  precipitous  escarpments  descend 
ta  the  torrent,  and  form  its  left  boun- 
daiy  :  the  bed  of  the  Guil  is  Sited 
with  enormous  rocks.  The  path  lo 
the  Col  de  Viso  ascends  above  the 
rL  bank  over  steep  acclivities  and 
pasinrages.  Above  thcEe  the  head  of 
the  MoQle  Viae  is  continually  pre- 
sented, filliog  the  open  apace  in  the 
view,  formed  by  the  aides  <^  the  valley 
of  the  GuiL  After  a  long  and  fa- 
tiguing ascent  to  the  chalets  and  the 
Bergerie  de  Monviso,  the  pasturegea 
are  at  length  left,  and  the  ascent  Hes 
over  the  remains  of  a  ro!id  rudely 
paved  with  large  rough  stones,  so  de- 
stroyed in  many  places  by  the  rocks 
which  have  fallen  from  the  impend- 
ing precipices  that  the  ascent  is  dan- 
gerous and  impracticable  for  mules— 
the  danger  lies  in  their  liability  to 
slip  between  the  rocks  and  stones, 
otid  thus  breaking  their  legs.  This 
^ted  road  formerly  reached  to  the 
Qallery  of  the  Traversetl«,  which 
pierced  the  mountain  250  feet  below 
the  present  crest,  but  its  entrance  has 
been  closed  by  the  debris  of  the  pre- 
luptues  which    overhang    the   |iass  { 


COL  DE  VISO.       Sect.  1L 

these  have  &llen  and  destroyed  the 
road  within  ita  range.  From  the  lost 
traces  of  the  road  the  traveller  must 
scramble  up  towards  the  trackless 
slope,  the  mountain  which  overhangs 
iiim  ;  thence  a  very  steep  ascent,  over 
beds  of  snow,  keeping  close  to  the 
impending  rocks,  leads  up  to  the  Col  of 
the  Viso,  5  hours  distant  from  Abries. 
From  the  col  the  view  down  the 
valley  of  the  Pa,  and  over  the  plains 
of  Piedmont,  is  pre-eminently  Iwaoti- 
ful.  This  vast  expanse,  seen  from  tt 
heig'ht  of  10,1jU  :English  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  commands  a  view 
over  an  extent  of  100  miles  tO  the 
horison.  The  rocks  and  vast  preci- 
pices in  the  foregroond  and  on  the 
col,  the  deep  subsidences  of  the  moun- 
tains which  bound  the  valley  of  the 
Po  immediately  below  the  observer, 
till  they  sink  lower  and  lower  into 
the  plains,  are  most  impressive.  On 
the  plain,  bright  bat  indistinct  masses 
mark  the  p    "'  " ''  ~' 


Piedmon 


within 


and  this  indistinctness,  contrasted 
with  the  sharp  snd  defined  forms  of 
the  enormous  peak  of  the  Viso,  rising 
^OOO  feet    higher   than  the   spot 


a  which  the  observer  si 


close 

Bcribable  effect  upon  his 
feelings  ;  and  the  indistinct  horizon 
makes  this  one  of  the  most  magnifi- 
cent and  sublime  scenes  in  the  world. 

In  order  to  gain  a  prospect  of  the 
range  of  Alps  towards  the  north,  the 
traveUer  must  descend  a  little  towards 
Italy,  and  then  mount  an  eminence 
on  me  L  which  before  obscured  that 
part  of  the  chain  :  hut  this  is  only 
recommeaded  to  Chose  who  have  Ijme 
to  spare,  which  few  have  who  wish  to 
gain  Paesana  on  the  aide  of  Italy,  or 
Abries  in  France,  aa  resting-places 
for  the  night. 

The  traveller  who  would  eiyoy  this 
view  should  leave  Abries  so  as  to  be 
on  the  Col  de  Viso  by  10  o'clock  or 
earlier.  This  can  only  be  made  cer- 
tain by  starting  soon  after  4  in  the 
morning  from  Abries,  or  better  still, 
by  sleeping  at  La  Monta,  or  even  in  a 
grange  at  La  Chalpe;  before  mid-day 
vapours  rise  in  the  plwus  and  the 
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valley  of  the  Po,  and  obscure  Uie 
prospect.  A  surer  plan  pei  haps  (and 
It  is  worth  Ihe  inconvenience)  ia  to 
sleep  either  at  the  Bergerie  de  Mon- 
*iso,  or  in  a  more  sheltered  situation 
in  the  ChUet  of  La  Trouchet.  nhich 
lies  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley  near 
where  it  is  qnittod  to  ascend  the  col ; 
here  clean  straw  or  hay  may  be  had 
to  sleep  upon,  and  ewe's  milk  card 
for  food.    The  ch^t  ia  situated  half 


Col  de  Vii 


e  between  Abries  and  tl 
~>j  hrs  from  each 
,  mere  ndge  so  nam 
Feraed  □  a  few  pac 
■  rema  db  of  a  redoul 
Qg  tlie«ar?  ol  the  B 


and  here,  dunag 

Tolution,  many  Blrugglps  were  made 
and  battles  fought  for  the  possession 
of  this  position. 

StBiie,  with  no  bettpf  foundation 
than  the  fact  that  the  plains  ot  the 
Po  could  be  seen  trora  the  coU  haie 
supposed  that  this  was  Ihe  r  ute  of 
Hannibal ;  but  tJie  same  authority 
that  records  his  having  ah  wn  the 
plains  to  his  army  states  that  the 
army  encamped  on  the  summit  and 
ted    three     days    for    stragglers 


Hen 


Qiped.  and  the  pass  i 


:  have 


rfi 


the  traverse  of  the  last  and 
part  of  the  Crest,  was  only 
I  the  15tb  oenlurj;  but  this 
, —  ..-s  imputed  to  Hannibal,  as  if  a 
mountain  could  be  pierced  more  ra- 
pidly by  an  army  tnan  by  as  many 
men  as  could  be  brought  to  apply 
their  labour  efficiently  upon  a  point 
so  limited. 

But  the  question  who  constmcted 
this  gallenr  has  been  recently  settled 
by  the  discovery  of  documents  at 
Saiiices.  It  has  been  attributed  to 
Hannibal— to  Pompey— to  the  Dau- 

Shin  Humbert  of  Vienne  —  to  the 
aracens — and  to  Francis  I.,  and  ihe 
advocates  for  each  found  arguments 
to  support  their  opinions.  It  was, 
however,  executed  under  the  orders 
of  Ludovico  n..  Marquis  of  Saluces; 
who,  with  a  spirit  beyond  hia  age, 
undertook  this    extraordinary  work 


for  the  commercial  interests  of  his 
people,  by  making  a  route  three  days 
shorter  than  any  other  from  Saluces 
to  Dau^iuy.  By  treaty  with  Ren§, 
king  of  Provence,  who  contributed  to- 
wards ihe  expenses  on  hia  aide  of  the 
mountain,  this  roadwaa  opened  to  re- 
ceive troui  France,  by  laden  mules, 
salt,  drapery,  and  metal  wares,  in  re- 
turn for  nut-oil,  wine,  rice,  and  flax 
from  the  marquiaate  of  Saluces.  By 
means  of  this  gallery,  and  the  roada 
constructed  aa  approaches,  this  ml«r- 
course  was  open  6  or  8  months  in  the 

The  length  of  the  gdlery  was  about 
250  Eng.  ft.,  and  10  ft.  high,  and  10 
wide.  It  was  begun  in  1478,  and  wsa 
ipletedin  1480; — an  eMraordinary 
'~  accomplish  in  that  time,  as 
lue  eAUBvatora  could  only  labour,  at 
that  height  above  the  sea  level,  about 
7  or  8  mon^s  in  the  year. 

At  presentnotatraccof  the  gallerv 
remains;  the  rocks  have  fallen  and 
buried  the  entrance  on  both  sides. 
This  had  frequently  oocurred^in 
1620,  1676,  17a8,  and  1812— and  the 
fallen  masses  had  been  removed  by 
the  people  of  the  communes  on  cithec 
aide  of  the  mountain.  In  1833  b  mass 
fell,  and  so  entirely  closed  the  en- 
trance on  the  side  of  Kedmont,  that 
where  it  was  cannot  be  clearly  seen; 
it  had  some  time  before  been  buried 
on  the  side  of  France.  It  has  ceased 
to  be  important  for  commercial  ob- 
jects since  the  opening  of  the  route 
by  the  Mont  Gen&vre,  and  it  will 
now  in  all  probability  remain  for  ever 

The  ascent  to  the  col  on  either  side, 
but  partienlarlj  on  that  part  of  Pied- 
mont, «aa  greatly  relieved  by  the 
gallery  \  for,  though  the  perpendjcolar 
height  saved  was  not  300  ft,  this  was 
the  most  difficult  part:  even  now,  in 
the  descent  towards  Piedmont,  its  in- 
clination exceeds  45  degrees. 

Down  this  st«ep  nnadlfGcult  path 
the  traveller  has  to  proceed  towards 
the  valley  of  the  Po.  To  descend 
there  he  moves  beneath  precipices  that 
every  moment  threaten  to  bury  him, 
and  these  subtend  such  vast  angles, 
that  the  precipices  are  a  thousand 


ROUTE  133. — MOHTE  VISO.      VALLEY  OF  THE  PO.         Sect  IL 
impresBivB    than  loftier 


agraa 


trdiat. 


About  1000  ft.  belov  the  col 
mass  of  rock  iB  turned  abruplly,  and 
on  the  rt.  there  lies  a  scene  unsur- 
passed for  the  immensity  of  the  ob- 
jects above,  below,  and  around  the 
obserrer.  On  looking  up  1«  the  rt. 
towards  the  Monte  Viso,  this  moun 
tain  rises,  in  all  its  msgnlficcDce,  oi 
one  side  of  a  deep  valley,  in  which  an 
seen  some  little  dark  lakes,  the  sourcei 
of  the  Po,  which  below  them  is  seer 
to  trickle  in  a  silver  line  down  thi 
back  rocks,  from  the  base  of  the  Viso 
into  the  vallej  below.  Nothiog  can 
exceed  the  UDpression  of  solita&  and 
sublimity  made  by  this  scene  :  amidst 
glaciers,  the  beds  of  snow  which  muat 
be  traversed  in  the  descent,  and  thou- 
aands  of  rocks  and  stones  piled  in  wild 
confusion,  a  path  must  be  found  to 
reach  the  TaUey  below,  which  is  hid 
by  projecting  rocks  and  masses,  seems 
dark,  obscure,  and  doubtful,  with  no- 
thing lo  indicate  whither  the  steep 
descent  will  lead.  At  length,  how- 
ever, all  these  sublime  horrors  art 


This  spot  IS  called  the  fiano  de 
in   it   there    is    a   delicious  foul 
from  which  the  traveller  rarely  fails 
toqualF. 

A  short  descent  from  the  !Piano  del 
Be  leads  to  another  little  plain,  the 
Piano  di  Fiorema,  so  named  from  its 
beautiful  flowers,  with  which  it  is  en- 
amelled. Nearly  2  m.  below  is  the 
first  hamlet,  Fiona  Make,  a  name 
derived  from  the  forest  of  larches 
which  is  near  it.  The  wretched  ap- 
pearance of  its  inhabitants  ia  sicken- 
big  :  here  is  (he  station  of  the  Sar- 
dinian  douane.  About  3  m.  further 
down  the  valleyis  the  highest  viUage, 
Crissolo,  which,  for  filth,  poverty,  and 
discomibrl,iB  unmatched  even  in  Pied- 
numt.  Beds,  except  of  the  filthiest 
description,  cannot  be  obtained  ;  and 
fbr  bread  they  depend  upon  a  supply 
of  t/riione  from  Faesana. 

Whoever  would  pass  the  Viso 
should  start  early  enough  to  cross 
from  Abries  or  La  Honta  to  Faesana 


the  vapour,  and  avoid  the  filth  and 
starvation  of  Crissolo. 

Below  Crissolo  there  are  some  fine 
wild  scenes  in  the  vallev  of  the  Po; 
and  after  having  passed  the  confluence 
of  the  Lent*  with  the  Po,  the  village 
of  Oncino  is  seen  in  a  striking  situa- 
tion tielween  the  two  rivers.  From 
Oncino,  the  view  of  the  valley  of  the 
Fo,  and  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  is 
singTilarly  iine,  The  inhabitants  of 
Oncino  have  some  celebrity  as  bri- 
gands ;  at  least  their  neighbours  give 
them  that  character. 

Professor  Forbes  made  an  tntorest- 
iog  excursion  round  Monte  Viao  in 
18^9.      Instead  of  descending  to  the 

EBSturages  on  the  side  of  Piedmonl, 
e  skirled,  on  the  eastern  side,  the 
toiddle  height  of  tbe  Monte  Viso, 
and  passing  the  little  dark  lakes,  tbe 
sources  of  the  Po,  ascended  the  valley 
under  the  Viso,  which  runs  nearly 
])arallel  to  the  great  chain ;  and 
orossine  the  Col  de  Vallante,  that  di- 
vides this  valley  from  that  of  Ponte, 
which  leads  down  to  Caslel  Delfin, 
and  ascending  on  the  rt.  from  the 
Val  de  Ponte,  recrossed  the  main 
chain  by  the  Col  de  Conlaon  on  the 
W.  shoulder  of  the  Monle  Viso,  and 
thence  descended  into  the  valley  of 
the  Guil,  having  made  a  complete 
circuit  of  the  mountain ;  bnt  it  waa 
accomplished  only  with  excessive  fa- 
tigue and  difficulty. 

Paesana  is  distant  from  Crissolo 
about  3  hrs.  It  is  a  large  town  with 
5000  Inhab.  Here  tiiere  is  a  very  tole- 
rable inn.*  From  Faosana  a  tolerable 
road  branches  off  to 

Barge — (ha:  Lion  d'Or,  good  and 
cheap) — and  passes  throngh  a  beauti- 
ful tubd  rich  country,  by  Bibbicna  and 
St.  Giovanni,  loLucema  and  La  Tour 
(Rt^  134). 

From  Paesana  to  Salucea  is  about 
14  m.,  passing  through  the  town  of 

Sanfront;  Inhab.  above  5000,  and 
the  vi  lages  of  Gambasca  and  Marli- 
•  DaldeHa,  king  ot  tli*  Loniludi,  nba  n 
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niana.  At  the  Utter,  the  Tslle^, 
which  bad  widened  to  die  pluDi  from 
Paesona,  u  altogether  left  by  the  tra- 
veller, uid  the  lemaimag  mitance  of 
6  or  7  DL,  after  Bkirtinff  the  moun- 
tain, enters  npoa  the  plain,  oTcr  a 
level  road,  to 

Saluoea  (fnn.-  H.  du  Cock). 

BOUTE  134, 


The  Stura,  one  of  the  largett  afQu- 
enU  of  the  Fo,  which  the  traveller  to 
Nice  CTOosei  near  Coni,  iesuet  from 
an  open  vallej  opposite  to  St.  Dal^ 

mazio,  where  the  high  road  to  Nice 
is  left,  and  the  courae  np  the  vallej 
of  the  Stura  is  by  a  very  good  road 
for  a  light  carriage,  which  extends  as 
Hi  93  Venadio — ereally  facilitating; 
the  inierconrMi  wiw  this  place,  which 
is  the  principal  bourg  in  the  valley, 
and  offering  a  temptation  lo  invalids 
to  visit  the  mineral  springs  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  are  much  (re- 
quentad.  The  distance  frsin  Dal- 
mazio  to  Venadio  is  nearly  ^  lesguee. 
In  ascending  the  valley,  the  first 
hamlet  is  that  of  SC  Uartino;  soon 
afler  passing  it  the  Stura  appears  in 
its  deep  course  in  the  talley)  and  be- 
yond it,  riaiog  abruptly  amidst  some 
pinnacled  rocks  and  precipices,  lies 
the  viUa^  of  Bocca  Sparviera.  The 
traveller  mterested  in  the  adventurous 
career  of  Francis  L  will  trace  here 
the  course  of  his  chivalrous  com- 
panions in  arms,  who  passed  ttw 
mountains  by  this  village  when  they 
went  to  capture  Prosper  Colonna, 
the  celebrated  papal  general,  at  Vil- 
lefranche. 

Colonna  had  been  sent  by  I<eo  X. 
to  join  the  Swiss  in  PiedmiMt,  and 
defend  its  frontiers  against  (he  in- 
vauon  threatened  by  Francis.  He 
was  stationed  at  Carmagnole,  with 
500  men-at-arms,  and  some  tighl 
horse.  Francis,  who  was  waiting  em 
the  Dauphiny  side  of  the  Alps,  hav- 
ing been  informed  of  his  tituatioii, 
and  tliinking  it  would  be  a  gallant 
enterprise  to  attack  Cohnina  at  Car- 
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magnole,  sent  some  of  bis  bravest 
ofBcen  upon  the  expedition.  Amongst 
these  were  ^e  Chevalier  'B^axA, 
ImbercDurt,  La  Palisse,  and  D'Au- 
bigny.  The  army  of  Francis  was 
yet  ready  to  start ;  but  these  gal- 

.  itura 

_..       .     .     Here  they  left 

the  course  of  the  Stura,  and,  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Signor  de  Uorete, 
croseed.  by  a  dtfficolt  path  amidst  the 
rocks  of  Sparviera,  into  the  Val  da 
Grana ;  thus  avoiding  the  Swiss 
troops  stationed  at  Coni  to  guard 
any  debonche  by  the  V*l  Stura  into 
'*" "  plains.  Having  reached  in  safetj 
.  .  town  of  Savigliano,  the  French 
partv  proceeded  to  attack  Colonn« 
at  CanugDole.  It  is  probable  that 
he  bad  received  some  information  of 
tbeii  intention,  for  he  hastily  Idt 
Carmagnole  to  join  a  body  of  Swiss 
troops  under  the  cardinal  Scbinner 
at  FigneroL  On  liis  way  thither  be 
sloped  to  dine  at  ViUafraucb^ 
where  the  Freceh  guiiprised  him  and 
made  hirgi  prisoner.  The  gallant 
party  then  fell  back  apon  Fooaano  to 
await  the  descent  of  the  French  army 
under  'Sraada  ■;  who,  wliilst  other 
posses  from  France  were  carefully 
guarded,  descended  by  this  tnsta  tM 
Argenti^re.  The  Swiss,  who  were  at 
Coni,  hastened  to  join  Schinner'a 
troops  at  Pignerol.  Their  defeat  at 
Mangsano  by  Francis  soon  follswed. 
and  their  kmg-snataiaed  reputation 
for  invincible  saldiera  was  ^ere  lost, 

Sooo  after -passisg  Bocca  Sparviem 
the  road  vinds  down  to  the  river, 
crosses  the  Stura,  and  eontinuee  on 
its  left  batA  almost  threughout  the 
valley.  The  eultiraled  land  whiiA 
bordem  the  Stura  is  vary  rich  and 
luxuriant :  the  chestnut  trees  are  of 
ereat  magnitude  ^^  and  t^e  fbrms  of 
the  mountains  which  bound  the  valley 
are  highly  mcturesqae. 

About  1  leagnes  from  6l  Dalmazu 
the  traveller  reaches 

Demota(_Inai  Flenr  de  Lya,pooi:^. 
I  A  town  formerly  remarkable  for  lis 
I  fort,  which  guarded  die  valley  of  iks 
Stura  and  the  eommunication  with 
I  France  b/  the  DA  d'Argenti^M ;  it 
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was  bnilt  by  Charles  Emanuel  I.  in 
the  16Ch  iwat.,  apon  the  mios  of  an 
old  castle  which  had  been  razed  bj 
the  Austriana  ia  IS59.  It  has  been 
memorable  fur  ita  fli^ea  in  aJmoat 
every  war  between  France  and  S»r- 
dinia.  In  that  of  1T44,  when  the 
Spanish  and  French  armies,  com- 
manded by  the  in&int  Don  Philip  and 
the  Prince  (^  Cond^,  invaded  Pied. 
mont,  they  forced  the  narrow  pass  of 
the  Barricades,  descended  the  valley 
of  the  SCura,  and  took  the  fort  of 
DemoDt  by  the  use  of  red-hot  shot. 
Afterwards  they  besieged  Conj,  and 
fought  a  battle  which  they  won  from 
Charles  Emannet  HI.,  nho  succeeded, 
however,  ia  throwing-  supplies  into 
the  city,  which  was  gallantly  de- 
fended.    After  a  long  and  tedious  in- 


thest 


s  of  a 


the  want  of  eupplies— which  were  out 
off  by  the  Piedmontese  peasantry — 
Bompelled  the  allies  to  raise  the  siege 
and  recroas  the  Alpa  towards  the  latter 
end  of  November,  when  they  suffered 
the  severest  privations  from  cold, 
hunger,  and  latigue.  Though  pur- 
suetf  bj  the  troops,  assailed  by  the 
peasaotg,  and  exposed  to  storms,  yet 
ihey  returned  to  Prance,  over  iiiizen 
roads,  and  through  deep  snow,  nith 
all  their  artillery,  and  with  a  few  guns 
taken  from  their  enemies, — the  miser- 
able trophies  for  which  they  had  sacri- 
ficed thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  treasure  ;  on  their  way  they  de- 
Btroved  the  fort  of  Demont.  It  was 
a^^Bin  restored,  but  finally  demolished 
in  1801  ;  when  Piedmont  having  be- 
come a  part  of  France,  the  forts  that 
guarded  the  defiles  on  the  frontiers 
of  Dauphiny  were  raied.  Since  the 
restoration  of  Piedmont  the  recon- 
struction of  many  has  tieen  contem- 
plated, some  begun,  and  this  among 
them.     The   moimd    upon  which  the 

of  the  valley,^-the  river  passing  on 
one  side  and  the  road  on  the  other. 
Further  up  the  valley,  and  not  iar 
from  the  fort,  ia  the  liourg  of  De- 
mont, where  tiiere  is  a  tolerable  inn. 
From  Bemoni  to 

.  rowdio,  ^e  scenery  is,  in  many 
pUces,  highly  picturesqne, — a  chum 


forwhicb  it  isxniK^  iodebte^I  to  the 
magnificent  old  trees  which  form  tore- 
grounds  u>  beaulifuJ  views  of  the 
river  and   the   monntains;  and  tkeee 

■re  heightened  by  the  festoons  of 
Tinea  bik)  gourds  wbidi  decorate  the 
branches.  Fronn  the  town  of  Venadio 
the  scene  down  the  valley  is  very  fine. 
Here  it  is  necessary  (o  leave  the  char; 
but  mules  nuy  be  hired  for  continntng 
the  journey  up  the  valley,  and  across 
the  Argenti^re  into  France.  About 
an  hour  above  Venadio,  at  a  plaoe 
called  Plancie,  a  ravine,  with  a  cas- 
cade at  its  entrance,  joins  the  valley 
on  the  left.  In  tlAs  ravine,  at  an 
hour's  walk  from  Plancie,  are  the 
Baths  of  Venadio — a  very  bundle  and 
seqaeslered  establishmeat.  The  ra- 
vine which  leads  to  (h«n  is  in  some 
places  very  grand,  and  abounds  in 
cascades  I>oln  abOTS  and  below  the 
baths. 

Above  Vena<Uo  the  cfaaBge  is  rapid 
to  wild  and  Alpine  aevnerj,  varying 
from  a  road  by  the  stream  which  rip- 
ples througb  quiet  meadows,  lo  nar- 
row paths  which  overhang  the  coarse 
of  the  torrent— a  course  too  narrow 
in  the  ravine  Ibr  a  path  by  tbe  river: 
it  is  therefore  carried  on  ledges  of  the 
precipices  above,  and  fonns,  in  some 
places,  fearful  mnle  paths  for  the  tra- 
veller's ascent  of  the  valley.  Such 
scenes  are  observed  near  Zambucco. 
Above  are  the  villages  of  Pied  de 
Port  and  Pont  Beraario.  At  a  plaoe 
called  the  BarTicades^»  narrow  do- 
file,  where  defences  of  the  valley  were 
formerly  erected,  and  which  was  often 
the  scene  of  desperate  conflictB— the 
road  ia  carried  along  a  sbelf  of  rock 
above  the  river,  and  bas  been  cut  oot 
of  (he  precipices  which  darken  and 
overhang  the  ravine,  and-  otkra  an 
almost  impregnable  barrier  to  the 
passage  of  the  valley.  Above  the 
Barricades  the  road,  or  rather  path, 
lies  amidat  the  debria  of  the  mountains 
which  houod  the  valley,  and  oSat  a 
scene  of  wild  desolation.  Above  it 
lie  the  vilt^es  of  Fraynard  and  Ber- 
sesio  ;  the  latter  is  the  principal  place 
between  the  Barricades  and  the  Col 
d'Ar»nti(^re.  Here  ecoommodatloD 
may  be  fonnd,  after*  1m^  day's jonr- 


cu1iiv4t«dUule  plaiD,  is  left 
rt.,  and  the  road 


1  the 
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ney  from  Coni,  preparatory  to  another 
from  Berseaio,  acroBs  the  monntain  to 
Barcelonette. 

Berseaio,  about  4  hra.  from  Venadjo, 
has  a  very  tolerable  mountain  inn. 
Abore  Ibis  rill^^  the  scener;  is  wild 
and  rugged,  the  mountains  presenCinff 
a  thousand  pinQaclcs  of  rock,  blighted 
BJid  BcathecL  Still,  in  the  valley, 
barley  is  cultivated,  and  the  pastures 
are  rich  ;  and  the  villages  of  Ai^n- 
tifre  and  La  Madelaine  are  found. 
Soon  after  passing  the  tatter  of  these, 
the  path  leads  abruptly  to  the  Col 
d'Argentidre,  7200  ft  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.  Before  arriving  at  the 
crest,  the  path  skirli  a  little  lake,  the 
source  of  the  Stura,  called  La  Il^de- 
Itune:  it  is  about  600  or  700  fL  across. 
This  lake  is  supposed  (o  be  the  source 
Klao  of  the  miayette,  a  stream  on 
the  side  of  France  ;  fbr,  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  col  on  that  side, 
and  a  little  below  the  level  of  the  lake, 
B  flpring~the  Bonrce  of  the  Ubayetle 
— ^shee  oat :  this  spring,  it  is  be- 
lieved, comniiinicales  with  the  lake. 

From  the  summit  the  view  is  very 
extensive,  especially  towards  France, 
looking  down  the  course  of  the 
Ubayetle  towards  L'Arche, 


«[ation  of  the  French  douane. 
L'Arche  is  nearly  3  hours  from  Ber- 
sesio.  At  L'Arche  is  a  very  hum- 
ble inn,  but  kept  by  civil  people. 
Better  accommodation,  however,  will 
be  found,  c/m  Pmiant,  at  Meyronne, 
where  there  is  a  comfortable  country 
inn;  but  provisions  are,  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, very  scarce.  From  L'Arche 
tjj  Meyronne  is  an  hour's  walk,  and 
thence  to  Barcelonette  3)  hrs.  At 
Meyronne  there  is  an  excellent  guide, 
named  Dumas,  to  the  neighbouring 
Alps.  Below  L'Arche  there  !a  little 
interest  in  the  scenery.  The  road 
descends  through  the  vfllaees  of  Cer- 
tnmaaa  and  Meyronne  to  the  junction 
of  the  Ubayette  with  the  TIbaye, 
where  two  roads  lead  into  the  Gni' 
brunnais,— the  principal  following  the 
oourse  of  tie  Ubaje  to  Barcelonette, 
the  other  leading  by  the  camp  of 
Tonmoun,  the  village  of  St.  l*aul, 
and  the  Col  de  Tare,  to  Guillestre  and 
the  valley  of  the  Durance. 


hrough 
Jauaier.  There  ia  not  mnch  interest 
generally  in  the  scenery,  except  at 
Pont  de  Cluee,  near  Jausier,  where 
the  rocky  defile  through  which  the 
XJbaye  atru^les  oBfers  some  fine 
points  of  view. 

Barcelonette  has  2200  Inhab.,  and  a 
very  good  inn,  Hotel  du  Nord,  chei 
Maunn.  The  town  is  larger  and 
better  built  than  one  would  expect  to 
find  in  a  valley  so  sequestered,  and 
having  90  little  commnnicstion  with 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Alps  and  pasturages  of 
the  valley.  More  than  100,000  sheep 
are  pastured  in  its  communes,  whicB 
come,  during  the  summer,  from  th« 
vast  plains  of  La  Crau,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aries;  these  sheep  are 
driven  into  the  most  difficult  accessi- 
ble pasturages  of  the  Alps,  often  20 
days  journey,  From  their  wool 
some  coarse  goods,  consumed  chiefly 
by  the  inhabitants,  are  made;  there  ig 
much  com  also  grown  in  the  valley; 
bnt  for  almost  every  thing  else,  they 
are  indebted  to  strangers,  in  other 
valleys  or  other  countries;  it  is  not 
long  that  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
has  been  practised  among  them. 

This  valley  was  known  to  the  Ro- 
mans, but  little  of  its  history  is  to  be 
relied  upon,  except  in  connection  with 
that  of  Embmn,  which  has  been  bet- 
ter preserved.  It  is  known  that  it 
was  subjected  to  irruptions  by  Saxons 
and  by  Saracens,  who  made  their  way 
from  Marseilles;  tliese  were  defeated 
by  Charles  Martel;  nnder  Charle- 
magne France  had  the  benefit  of  a 
protecting  government.  In  the  sixth 
centnry,  a  convent  of  Benedictines 
established  here  did  much  to  amelio- 
rate the  condition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  valley;  bnt  all  the  wars  in  whidl 
Provence  has  been  engaged  have  exj 
tended  their  horrors  m  this  valley, 
and  it  was  often  liable  to  the  irrupt 
tions  of  the  Saracens,  particnlariy  in 
the  10th  century.  From  the  Hth 
century,  it  was  alternately  subject  te 
s  2 


B*Toj  or  Fnuce ;  Amideiu  oonqnered 
it  ID  1388.  It  w^  re-UUched  to 
ProieDce  b^  Keoe  of  Aojon  in  IM7; 
it  WM  >eain  taken  b^  uw  duke  ot 
S«>Of,  CWIm  UL,  in  153T.  In  tbe 
miiklle  of  the  16lh  century,  the  ia- 
h»bit*iil>  ftdoplad  the  Bebrmed  doc- 
tnnea,  but  the;  were  ahortly  kft«r 
oiLber  (iH<ced  Ut  abjure  them  or  were 
expelled  their  country. 

Napoleon  oontemplated    the   oon- 
-•— ~«"ii  of  k  new  road  through  •*"• 
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fine  trout,  vaA  in  the  immediate  neigh* 
bourhood  »iv  frait-tree>  and  a  fertile 
loil,  A  little  way,  howeTer,  belotr 
the  filJa)^  the  icene  cbsngea  again 
to  iterility.  After  croning  a  ridge,  ft 
■eriei  of  tonmiqaeU  leads  down  tbe 
pan  cf  La  Tour,  or,  aa  it  is  called, 
tbe  CliemiH  Soyai,  a  part  of  the  road 
in  the  valley  a^irKily  made ;  bat, 
UDConneclea  as  it  is  wiui  the  country 
above  or  below  by  any  road  ao  good, 
it  is  worUklen. 

Below  theae  tcmnuqneta  tbe  vallej 
otkn  some  of  its  most  wild  and 
grand  sceoes.  On  looking  back  &om 
the  path  carried  along  the  brink  of 
tbe  precipices  high  above  the  torreat, 
tbe  Ubaye  is  se«n  in  its  deep  course 
issuing  trota  the  defile  of  La  Tour, 
and  beycoMl,  the  grand  fiu'nia  of  tbe 
mountain  of  Cagulion  dea  Trmi 
Eviqva,  which  divide!  the  valley  of 
Barcelonette  from  that  of  the  Var, 
the  scene  ia  one  of  savage  dreariness. 
The  roul  continaea  on  the  L  bank 
of  the  river  high  above  its  bed  )  until, 
leaving  the  side  of  the  hill  npoi) 
which  tbe  fort  oi  St.  Viooent  is 
placed,  a  very  difficult  path  leads 
down  to  the  river,  which  is  crossed  to 
arrive  at  the  Uule  villi^  of  Ubaye. 

From  this  place,  one  road  passes 
down  by  tbe  river  to  its  confluence 
with  the  Durance  at  La  Brionle  ^  and 
another,  up  the  side  of  the  mountain 
to  the  Cot  de  Pontis,  which  leads  to 
Savines  on  the  Durance,  in  the  high- 
road from  Gap  to  Emtmm,  which  ia 
distant  (rota  Savines  8  m. 

From  the  ascent  to  the  Col  de 
Fontia,  oo  looking  back  towards  the 
valley  of  the  Uhaj^e,  tbe  hill  of  SL 
Vincent  is  a  strikingly  fine  olgec^ 
Burmonnted  by  forts  vrtiicb  formerly 
B^iarded  the  eotranoe  to  the  valley  of 
BiLTcelooette,  when  it  was  nnder  the 
„  .  doDunion  of  Sardinia.    By  a  vriae  ar- 

valley  there  Is  a  tolerable  char-road,  rangement  it  wsS  ceded  to  I'rance,  in 
Amidst  dresjry  and  wild  scenee,  the  excoaiige  far  tbe  valleys  of  PragtUs 
general  character  of  the  valley  of  Bai-  and  Eolles,  when  the  stales  of  PrMwe 
celonelte,  there  is,  however,  a  striking  and  Sardinia  prudently  agreed  npon 
exception  in  a  village,  beautifully  tbe  chain  of  the  high  Alps  as  theit 
situated,  called  line  of  demsioatioa. 

Za  Zaatalte,  the  Qoshen  of  the 
valley.  It  ia  agreeably  wooded,  near 
It  U  a  bttle  lake  wluch  abounds  in 


dmed;  but  ita  beneGU  to  20,000 
inhah.  of  die  valley,  by  tbe  greater 
development  of  their  enei^ea  and  tbe 
increased  proqwrity  of  i^rcelonetic, 
ought  to  have  some  weight  with  the 
government  of  Fnmce. 

There  are  many  oommuii  ieationa 
with  the  neighbouring  valleys,  by 
passes  in  the  mountains;  B.S  with  Eat- 
brun  by  the  Col  de  la  Vacherie,  and 
with  Colmar  and  Alos  by  tbe  v^eys 
of  the  Tinea  and  the  Varo,  which  dis- 
charge their  streams  near  Nice, 

Soon  after  leaving^  Barcelonette, 
near  the  village  uf  St.  Funs,  the  ruins 
of  an  old  castle  are  seen  in  a  fine 
aituadon.  The  roads  down  the  valley 
of  Barcelonette  are  in  so  wretched  a 
state,  that  tbe  want  of  embankments 
exposes  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley 
to  tbe  freqoent  loss  of  communica- 
tion. &om  the  destrucUve  effects  i^ 
^le  torrents.  Not  far  be'.ow  Bar- 
celonette, it  is  necessary  to  ford  the 
beds  of  tbe  Bachelar,  the  Kio  Bour- 
don, and  otbto'  torrents,  for  want  of 
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BABCBLOSETTE  TO    BMAHgOM    Bf  THE 
VALLEf    OF    THE    VBAYB    UfD     ST. 

Besides  the  routes  from  Barcelo- 
aette  to  Embrua  bjthe  valley  of  the 
Ubaye,  the  Col  de  Vacherie,  and  also 
by  the  Col  do  Vara  and  Qoillestre, 
all  mentioned  in  Rle.  134,  there  is 
anotlier,  bj  which  the  trSTeller  may 
reftoh  the  valley  of  the  Guil,  and  visit 
wild  and  se<}ueBtered  scenes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Monte  Yiso  ; 
but  the  Cuisa,  though  not  impracti- 
cable for  mules,  is  only  fit  for  a  pe- 
deatriau ;  at  least  this  is  the  case  with 
the  pass  of  the  Col  de  Looget. 

About  24  hrs.  above  I^rcelonetta 
lies  the  conflueoca  of  the  Ubayette 
Knd  the  Ubaye;  the  former  leading 
tc  the  Col  d'Areenti6re,  the  Utter  to 
the  Kmbruunais  by  the  valley  of 
Msurin. 

,  The  ascent  of  the  Ubaye  leads  by  a 
3eep  ravine  below  the  camp  of  Tour- 
neaux,  where  the  remains  of  redoubts 
and  intrenchmeuts  still  mark  the  im- 
portance of  this  frontier  passage: 
when  the  Talley  of  Barcelooette  be- 
longed to  Sardmia,  this  spot  was  the 
scene  of  many  struggles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  13th  century.  A  mule 
path,  which  leads  high  above  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  river,  leads  above  the 
ravine  and  iaio  the  basiu-sbaped  val- 
ley of  St.  Paul  Before  reaching 
the  viUage  of  St.  Paul,  the  path  which 
leads  by  the  Col  de  Vara  to  Guil- 
leatre  and  Kmbrmn  winds  up  by  the 
deep  ravines  of  the  Rioumonas,  a 
t«crent  which  descends  Irom  the  Col 
de  Vara,  and  the  villages  of  lie  Serrel 
and  L'Kntraye;  this  pass  is  an  easy 
one,  and  by  it  the  distance  from  St. 
Paul  to  GuiUestre  is  little 


e  than 


until  it  expands  into  the  cummuoes 
of  Manrin,  a  common  name  given 
to  the  three  villages  of  Majasset,  la 
•  TliB  nratM  (Hub  Totin  lo  Nl™  bj  (he  Col 
it  Tioit.  m  from  Kico  lo  GenM  by  thf  W- 

DOW  uiiurerTsd  lo  the  Hakdboui  ma  Nobtb 
iTUT,  mixn  Uwy  aie  IUIt  dwribed. 
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Barge,  and  Combremont  The  villa^ 
of  Majasset  is  about  4  honrs'  wa& 
from  the  confluenoe  of  the  Ubaye 
and  the  Ubayette,  and  6^  hrs.  from 
Barcelonette.  At  Majasset,  as  it  is 
possible,  it  will  be  wise  to  sleep,  and 
a  trusty  guide  should  be  engaged  (the 
services  of  the  innkeeper  Creasy  may 
be  obtained  in  this  capacity)  to  cross 
the  Col  to  St.  Veran.  Near  Maurin 
they  have  begun  to  work  serpentine 
as  ornamental  atone,  and  between  this 
valley  and  that  of  the  Gnil  serpentina 
and  diallage  constantly  occur.  Three 
or  four  posses  across  uie  great  chain 
of  tbe  Alps  lead  on  the  right  from 
this  valley  into  PiedmonL  1,  by 
the  Col  de  Roux  and  the  Col  ito 
Maira  into  tbe  valley  of  the  Maira 
"   '     ■*     "  ■    'a  Lan- 

Chateau  Dauphin  in  the  Val  de 
Vroita  ;  and  3,  by  the  «sst«v  Col 
de  Longet  from  tM  head  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Ubaye  to  La  Chenel,  at 
tlie  bead  of  the  valley  of  the  Vrttlta, 
and  thenc«  to  Chateau  Dauphin. 
M^OBset  is  the  atation  of  the  French 
douaniers,  who  have  in  this  valley  to 
guard  an  extensive  frontier  by  these 
passes.  A  little  above  tbe  lost  village 
the  traveller  arrives  at  the  amall  Lao 
de  Parol,  a  piece  of  viater  which 
evidently  owes  its  origin  to  a  stupen- 
dous landslip  from  the  western  side 
of  the  valley  called  the  Coatabella, 
which,  it  is  said,  descended  in  the 
1.1th  centary.  Chi  the  margin  of  this 
lake  rye  is  cnlCivated,  though  it  has 
a  very  great  elevation.  Soon  after 
passing  the  lake  and  u  series  of  cas- 
cades, the  valley  is  ascended  steeply 
for  several  miles  by  n  wild  and 
dreary  path,  bounded  by  very  lofty 
peaks,  and  terminates  in  the  pata 
that  leads  bv  tbe  Eastern  Col  de 
Longet,  which  extends  over  fine  pas- 
turages, at  a  great  elevation,  to  a 
very  abrupt  and  magnificent  descent 
into  Piedmont.  Tbe  path  by  the 
western  Col  de  Longet,  called  some- 
timea  the  Col  de  CtUa,  is  that  whidi 
leads  to  St.  Veran;  it  ascends  to  the 
left,  and  divides  the  vaUeys  of  Han- 
rin  and  St.  Veran.  The  ascent  is 
^uite  pathless  knd  often  over  patohet 
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•■uuu— 10,345  EngUsh  fret;  it  ia 
nearlv  200  feet  higher  than  the  Col 
de  Viso.  It  it  MtBined  in  4  bcmn 
from  MajSMet:  the  riew  fnnn  it  is 
■tupenduus;' on  one  huid  tonanla 
Monte  Viso,  which  mppesrs  quite 
time,  and  on  the  other  to  the  I>an- 
phioy  Alps,  whicb  are  nowhere  a  • 
finely  seen  a>  from  Ihia  point. 
Souvel;  &  tnwe  of  veevtation  it  to 
be  aeen  on  the  sammit.  A  very  iteep 
descent  leads,  in  ^  hrs.,  '-  "■  *' 
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^K>Te  the  lerel  of  the  aea,  being  pro- 
bsblj   the  highest  Tillage,  with  the 

Around  it  barley  and  rye  are  cnlti~ 
vated  i   the  former  to   Ibe  eleTatioti 

ofnearly  7000  feet. 

Si.  Venn  is  situated  in  a  remuk- 
ably  lerdant  and  well-watered  yalley 
of  the  same  name.  Its  appearance, 
when  seen  for  the  first  time,  is  extra- 
ordiuary ;  for,  instead  of  bouses,  it 
seems  to  be  a  mass  of  apace  and  acaf- 
fbldin)^  ;  the  houaea  are  built  entirely 
of  wood,  except  that  sometimeB  they 
rest  on  a  baaemeul  of  stone,  which  in- 
closes the  stable,  a  common  but  dirty 
practice  in  the  domestic  atructureg 
of  the  hieh  TiUagee  of  these  Alps. 
*  round  the    houses    they   intarisbly 
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rtofvt 
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with  a  roof  projecting 
fitted  up  with  the  sort  of  scattblding 
which  gives  so  odd  an  appearance,  at 
first  sight,  to  the  viUa§[e  ;  the  purpose 
of  this  scaffolding  is  to  enable  the 
inhabitants  to  dry  their  ill-ripened 
com  under  the  shelter  of  the  project- 
ing roofs  :  their  harvests  generally 
take  place  early  in  the  antumn,  before 
the  frosts  pet  in,  the  seed  haring  been 
■own  in  the  July  of  the  preceding 
year.  St.  Veran  ofiers  no  acci 
modation  what*rer  to  travellers, 
less  the  cnrf  can  be  induced  to  alford 
hospitality.  The  Bllhy  habits  of  the 
people  are  moat  o&enaire,  arising 
chiefly  from  their  custom  of  living 
with  the  cattle  is  the  stables,  and  this 
even  among  peraons  of  property. 

The  Frotestants  are  very  numeroni 
U  St.  yaran,  consisting  of  twenty- 


-ST,  VERAN.  Sect.  11 

four  families ;  a  Protestant  Chnrch  baa 
lately  been  erected  there  i  but  as  the 
pastor,  M.  Ermann,  who   succeeded 

Felix  Heff,  resides  at  La  Chalp,  the 
servile  is  neither  frequent  nor  regular. 
Here  were  occasionally  exercised 
the  devoted  servicea  of  Nel^  "the 
modem  Apostle  of  the  Alps,"  The 
Protestant  commnnitiea  of  St.  Veran, 
Foussillarde,  Fraasyniirc,  Dormeil- 
leuae,  &c.,  some  of  these  places  being 
above  40  m.  apart  from  others,  formed 
the  extensive  district  where  he  la- 
boured in  his  ministry  with  a  devo- 
tion and  energy  to  which  bis  health 
and  lii^  were  at  last  sacrificed. 
The  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St 
eraa  is  sitaated  near  the  highest 
irt  of  the  long  straggling  viUage. 
its  wall  is  cut,  "1041   toises  sur 

The  honse  of  the  cnr^  adjoiDiog  is 
the  only  stone  dwelling  in  the  place. 

From  SL  Veran  an  agreeable  road 
leads  down  the  valley  to  Queyras,  a 
village  which  gives  its  name  to  the 
distnct  in  the  valley  of  the  Gull, 
and  thence  to  Briancon  (Rte.  132). 
But  if  the  object  of  the  traveller  be 
to  visit  Abriea  and  the  upper  valley 
of  the  Gnil,  he  may  attain  them 
through  scenes  of  grander  character 
than  those  presented  by  the  rout« 
through  Queyraa,  and  by  a  path  4  hrs. 
shorter  than  that  through  the  valley  of 
the  GniL  In  either  case  he  should 
not  fiiil  to  notice  a  singnlar  geolo- 
gical fact  near  Pra,  on  tbe  opposite 
side  of  the  torrent  descending  from 
St.  Veran.  The  Slopes  have  been 
covered  with  extremely  hard  blocfaa 
of  the  diallage  rock  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. In  one  place  these  have  rested 
on  a  friable  slaty  limestone ;  the 
weather  and  melting  snow  have  gra- 
dually washed  the  soil  from  around 
these  blocks,  which  have  served  as  a 
protection  to  that  immediately  below 
them,  and  thus  pillars,  not  unlike 
Gothic    pinnacles,    which,    i 
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e  of  about  4  hours.     The  route 
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Instead  of  followmg-  the  high  road 
to  Gap,  the  route  of  the  diligeace,  the 
traveller  who,  from  Marseilles  and 
Digue,    would     approach     the    Alps 

back  or  on  foot,  and  pass  through 
Bcenes  b(tle  known  to  English  ram- 
blers. From  Digne,  h  valley  of  rather 
Alpine  character,  and  therefore  most 
welcome  to  the  traveller,  who  is  glad 
to  escape  from  the  parched  plains  of 
France,  leads  by  the  village  of  Draya 
to  the  Col  du  Tour,  where  there  are 
fine  pasturages,  and  which  is  reached 
in  4Jhrs.  from  Digne:  (hence  a  path 
leads  down  through  parched  valleys, 
rather  resemblii^  those  of  the  north 
of  Spain  than  of  France,  to  the  village 
Ch&teau  Garnier,  T  hrs.  trom  Digne, 
where  there  is  a  poor  inn,  the  only 
resting-place.  From  Ch&Ceau  Gar- 
nier,  the  trareller  soon  reaches  the 
valley  of  the  Verdon,  and,  in  its  ascent, 
the  inierest  increases  to  Colmar,  a 
very  small  fortified  town,  which  com- 
mands the  entrance  to  a  gorge,  and 
was,  with  Barcelonette,  formerly  in 
possession  of  the  Piedmontese  govern- 
ment. It  is  still  garrisoned,  and  its 
gates  are  shut  at  9  f.u.  with  as  much 
regularity  as  when  it  was  a  more  im- 
portant station.  From  Chateau  Gar- 
nier  to  Colmar  ia  3)  hrs.  A  Uttle 
above  the  town,  in  the  valley,  there  is 
a  small  intermittent  spnng.  Still 
higher  up  the  valley  of  the  Verdon,  1^ 
hr.  above  Colmar,  is  the  little  town 
of  Alos,  situate  nearly  5000  ft.  above 
the  level  of  (he  sea,  in  a  hish  Alpine 
valley,  surrounded  by   lofty  ~ 
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vellers  are  poor,  but  the  people  very 
obliging.  The  neighbourhood  of 
Alos  is  scarcely  known  to  English 
travellers,  but  it  well  deserves  their 
examination,  and  an  excursion  should 
be  made  to  the  lake  of  Alos,  a  die- 


largest  and  most  profound  in  the 
French  Alps,  though  it  is  situated  at 
the  height  of  7500  English  feet.  Its 
form  is  almost  circular,  and  its  cir- 
cumference is  nearly  4  miles.  The 
Mont  Pela,  which  rises  from  the  side 
.  of  the  l^e,  has  an  elevation  of  10,500 
feet,  more  than  3000  above  the  lake. 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  spot  in  the  Alps 
so  sublimely  wild  and  sequestered  as 
the  valley  of  this  lake.  The  sur- 
rounding mountains  are  covered  with 
snow  and  a  few  stunted  pines,  amidst 
vast  precipices  and  deep  ravines. 
Surrounding  this  retired  lake  are 
some  of  the  grand  materials  of  this 
most  picturesque  solitude.  The  lake 
is  remarkable  for  its  outlet,  which, 
after  a  course  tinder  ground  for 
1500  feet,  bursts  into  the  talley, 
and  afler  foaming  through  a  suc- 
cession of  cascades  meanders  in  gen- 
tleness and  beauty  through  pastn- 
ri^s  rich  in  their  floral  display. 
From  Alos  t«  Barcelonette  the  route 
lies  up  (he  valley  of  the  Verdon,  and 
after  passing  the  village  of  I41  Foax, 
and  crossing  a  stone  bridge,  the  path 
U)  the  Col  de  Peire,  which  divides  (he 
valley  of  Verdon  from  that  of  Barce- 
lonette, this  col  is  soon  gained.  It 
is  a  fine  pasturage  to  the  snmmit; 
and  from  it  a  charming  view  is  sud- 
denly presented  on  looking  ap  the 
valley  of  the  Ubaye.  The  descent  to 
Barcelonette  from  the  col  is  exceed- 
ingly romantic,  leading  down  through 
a  vaUey  of  great  boldness  richly 
wooded.  There  is  an  excellent  path 
down  to  the  valley  of  the  Uljaye,  but 
the  descent  is  steep  and  fatiguing. 
Barcelonette  may  be  reached  on  foot 
in  7  hours  from  Alos.  The  Hotel  du 
Nord  affords  good  accommodation. 
In  descending  from  the  col,  the  valley 
of  the  torrent  Bachelard  opens  on  the 
rt.,  flanked  by  grand  precipices;  it 
leads  to  SL  Dalmas  le  Sauvage,  and 
thence  by  SL  Etienne,  in  the  valley 
of  the  Var,  thence  across  the  Col  de 
Mont  Penche,  to  the  Baths  of  Ve- 
nadio,  in  the  valley  of  the  Stora,  in 
Piedmont  (p.  386). 
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CAnoi ~ te  erary  £100  Tmlne  GOO 

CiaAte  ud  Tobacoo,  muntbotnnd  ^IhL  aij  •Hawed  br  ptnonger'* 

bare»ge)   . . the  lb.  0    0    0 

ToBxcco,  nnmuBlSeared ^ „..„...^.,.,_ ditto  0   B    0 

SO0ni«.i  OT  Cifkjt  lOOIbi-  la  •  pHkHitt;  bat  unannutlttH  ue  adBhtcd  Ah 
Private  Uhoa  I>«larHl«iDdpariwKtafKVIuaflA.«d>parlb.laBd4iliDU  t» 

CoFiEi,  UochK,  ui  other  Fmal^n  CaSw ^ •. ...- UMfb.  0    0    t 

„       from  Britlili  FobhhLou dllta  COS 

CowB,  of  Copper the  cut  0  10    0 

COHTEcrTOKKBT,  BfreetmutA,  and  Buceadea the  lb.  0    0    fl 

Ejlddi  CoLOOHi,  InlongFluka  ~. _ tboBaak    0    10 

(H.B.— If  oUin  nun  t^  ardlutr  lan[  Ilaita,  atiM-Om  OaBoa  mtiki  BKUt  Itaj.] 

Ehehoideht  acd  Niidlswobs » _ fin  eTai7  £1DD  tiId*  IS    0   0 

Flo?iibh,  ArtlfidBl ditto  24    0    0 

QLAsa,  Flint  or  Cut,  Coloured  and  Faiur  Oraamontal  Olkaa.  <^  what- 

erertlnd  the  lb.    0    0    S 

GIJJ«,WW1B  Flint  BottJea,  not  ent  nor  omimentad ditto    0    O   0 

„      Wine   Olsasee,   Tnmblen,    utd   aD   oQter    WUte   PUnt^llsa 

Goods,  no(  cut  nor  ompmtnlsd  the  Dk    0    0    1 

Glotib,  Leatlier  (not  leaa  than  10a  doz,  pdrt  can  be  imported  In  one 

psebsge) „.„„ auidiU.piJr    0    8    6 

shutd ~.....» _....«.. _„...._.„.  Oaoirt.    0   8   0 

.Mi"!!!r.!!!!!!™!!!"!;!r™i!-.M™i!!i!n!i™!™i™i!!~!!r.  theoi.  o  a  o 

Qltm.^.. .the  aaperfldal  foot   0   0   » 


NiPL.a  So 

PAniTT»«  on  Glabb,  or  FirnH 
Pipn-HAHaiHsa,    Fl«k  >ai 


,.         being  200  aqmre  feet  and  ^iiiudi eaoh  10  0  (>• 

PuHTB  and  PsAnjHOB,  plain  or  ei^otmd,  ^aga  ....» _.,„..».......        ditto   0  0  1 

,,                    boond  or  aewn  »«..—».,»— »^— ■■—■■«'■■■■»■■   tba  dox.  0  0  9 

SicsioEa  ~. »..._..—....»...» ttelb.  0  0  1 

"         "      dkmm !!™!™!!™"!!— I™!l3!™!!!i'.""     ditto  i  lo  o 

„    HAKOTHaa,  and  other  Uano&etmM of  nik  ■»■■— firerery  flOOvalne  IS  0  0 

Stoiii  troin  Malta  ,'ZZ.!11™.1JZ1™1".".'.'.J. the  ton  0  1  0 

Wli™"lJi'Caiiki>,'aii'™B«'CaM                                                                tbegaL  0  S  8 

„      in  Botllea,                „                 ditto  0  6  6 

„      andftirtberentheBatQaa  the  cwt.  0  0  9 

grnmi  In  Caeks  (no  Caak  as  be  tsipertad  of  leas  eorienls  than 

Twenty  OaDone). the  gal.  0  IS  0 

SFmns  In  Botllei  (the  addiUsnal  Doty  «  On  BoNlea,  aa  ea  Wine  BatUeaO 
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MESSRS.  J.  &  U.  MTEACKEN, 

7,  OLD  JBWBT,  LONDON, 
AGENTS,  BV  APPOINTMENT,  TO  THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY, 

And  Agentt  generaXlyfar  ihx  Rtceplion  tout  Shipment  of  Worlct  of  Art, 


'  tliAkr  iisTemlttlrijiuniii  puimg  through  the 
CDnOM-Huuei  Pnpertj  conMed  lo  them,  to 
merit  k  contiaabwe  of  the  r&voure  the^  have 
bentoUve  (Qjored.     Tbsir  egtsbllibment 

of  ^ntat]  taui  be  kept  during  the  Oner's 

J.Tk.  MiC. uiiden«ka  to  eiecole  Com- 
mtsBlonH,  for  the  purelius  of  Piqture*,  81»- 


M  with  A 


.  ubitwd,  hi 


MflBsra.  J.  Mi  E,  MKiBiCm, 


.rtjea  favouring  J.  &  B.  M-C.  with  Cm- 

ng  tbe  ]IL1L5  of  Lading  wat  to  thea 
!l  h7  post,  UDd  uleo  to  forwart  Itaidr 


d  Bbetry;  and  at  Eener 
"each  tod  other  Ferd^  V( 


THEIR    PRINCIPAL    CORRESPONDENTS    ARE    AT 

CALAIS .■ {51^?"™^^^*'^^™™* 

B0UL0GNE8.il...    MeMTi.  Chibtibi,  Mosi,_*  Tpom.    Mr.  H.Sim. 
~tt.  CiuNDB,  Paclier, 


HAVBE 

UABSEILLES.... 
BAGMERBa  DE  _,  , 
OOK^    [Hutei  ^Hr, 

tou^^z-!!!^i."I!  St. 


~^\ir. 


auUgier,  10,  Rm  Cmnge  1 
.s  Hot,  id,  28,  Sue  de  \t  C 
T,  Mr.Tuonw  TiYLOB,  M 


T,  «,  AUdea  de  Toumf. 


.1  &  i'w.  gculpton  In  AUbuter  and  Kui 


Mr.  Gjieio.  BiAi 
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CI  VITA 
NAPLES  .... 
PALERMO 


acB,  No.  69,  SCndi  Teatp 
IB  &  Co,  ScolpUn  in  M>l 


TAlletti,  Bculptoc 


nrorl 


CORFU    . 

CONSTANTINOPLE    1 

SMYRNA  1 

BEYKOUT  a 

ATUEN8 1 

VENICE  i  ' 


OSTBND Mr.F;i 


n.  Joe>'.  DiBUJiiH  &  Sosd,  46,  Btmda  Lenals,  Hoot 

n.  Buoas  &  Co. 

n,  C.  HAHeoN^Co^uidllr.  Blact- 

rs.  HuHov  A  Co. 

rs.  O.  HiTi  ' 

™!s.*A 

n.  Qtotaa  Uooi 


tsACs. 
■SHTHAt  A  Co.    Mr.  Jdh 


fMeM«.aDiBnDK«Ho™»,PirfiilB«llBr«,  UntBTia 
BERLIN A  Mesm.  Phalakb  A  Dihbich,  Carrlen. 


GHENT 

BRUSSELS 
ANTWERP 


f  Henn.  Frbet[)h&  Co. 

ROTTERDAM J  MflBani.8.A.  LivnioACi 

1  -  _ 

COLOttNE J  i 


I.  J.  Da  Birveu,  Dealer  tn  Antlqulti^  MuiM  >n  Benrri,  21. 

!*.  Mice  A  Co,  Klpdorp,  I7tt. 

0>,  Hitore  Dulei,  &&,  &US  lea  KfoiUBts,  aOIB 


KiaaiNQEN  -J^^ 

BATISBON  Mr 

NUREUBERCt Ml 


OKINDBLWALD  ... 
HAMBURG  .. 

PRAGUE  


a  Bbothelcs,  Zi 
>s  Heuuhh,  Piintieller. 


rsEB,  Eipidlteur. 
I,  Cabinet  Mlker. 
mtkctorers,  ZtiJ  I 


luuBmn,  et  the  Rod  Hen 


OFiUHN,  Qlasi  Miniifoctnrer,  Kl^en  Blac, 

LHEADA,GiinMakBr,*i. 

IS  WoLr,  Glus  Hun&ctiinr. 

onuiffl  *Glua  Mtwafutuei,  urn  Lngeck,  N 
ri  Wt/LttoEX,  gobUuerguae,  No.  C. 


,    Mawn-WiuiDB  &  Scott, 


6         MUBRATS  COWTWEKTAL  HAIfD-BOOE  ADVERTI8BR. 


FRANCIS   STEIGERWALD, 


,  /iranj3rittlis^|miraamK5^^CiilDitrtiiiCtiiBtfll(©Iiia!, 


3.  GiLDino,  rAiHTi!<e,aft  BNaiuvma,  | 

Begs  reepectfnUy  to  inferm  th«  Public  thai  hia  large  Stock  at 
UUNICH,  the  ukiiowledged  seat  of  the  Fine  Arts  in  .German;, 
IB,  as  it  has  been  for  many  yeais,  carefully  supplied  with  the 
KEWEST  and  CHOICEST  PRODnCE  of  his  FACTORY. 

Prancis -Steisebwald  has  abio  an  Establishment  at  Eissingen 
diuing  the  Season.  J 

Kequesting  bis  Customers  and  CMrespondents  in  ENGLAND 
to  continue  to  Ihis  Establishment  the  favour  and  confidence 
they  hare  been  pleaeed  to  bestow  on  hie  former  one  at  FRANK- 
FORT ON  THE  MAINE,  he  begs  to  state  that  Piirchaaes  or  j 
Orders  will  he  transmitted  on  the  shortest  notice,  and  without 
any  farther  trouble,  through  the  medium  of  his  Agents,  Ueesm. 
J.  h  R.  M'Crackeit,  No.  7,  Old  Jewry,  London. 
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rSAHSTOAT   0.  U. 

p.  A.  TACCHI'S    SUCCESSORS 

(UTE  TSINCU    STETaEBW&Ll>^ 

ZEIL  D,   »o.  17, 


p.  A.  TACCHI'S  SUCCESSORS  beg  to  acquaint  the  Public,  that 
thej  have  become  the  Purchasers  of  Mr.  F.  STKiaERWA.T.D'B  Kstablish- 
MKNT  in  this  Town,  fot  the  Sale  of  Bohemian  Fancj  Cut  Gksa  and 
Crystals. 

Thej  have  always  an  extensive  and  choice  Assortment  of  the 
Newest  and  most  Elegant  Patterns  of 
ORNAMENTAL   CUT,    ENGRAVED,   GILT,  AND    PAINTED    GLASS 

Both  White  and  Colmmd, 
In  Dessert  Services,  Chandeliers,  Articles  for  the  Table  and  Toilet, 
and  every  possible  variety  of  obiects  in  this  heautiful  branch  of  manu- 
facture. They  solicit,  and  will  endeavoar  to  merit,  a  continuance  of 
the  favonra  of  the  Public,  which  the  late  well-known  House  enjoyed  in 
an  eminent  degree  durisg  a  considerable  number  of  years, 

P.  A.  Ticcbi'b  Successors  have  Branch  EsTABLisHusN'ra  during  the 
Season  at 

WIESBADEN  AND   EMS. 

Where  will  always  be  foond  Sdections  of  the  newest  Articles  from 
their  principal  Establishment 


Their  Agents  in  England,  to  whom  they  undertake  to  forward  Pur- 
chases made  of  them,  are  Messrs.  J.  &  R.  M'CaioKBN,  7,  Old  Jewry, 


8         MltRRAT'S  CONTINENTAL  HAND-BOOK  ADVERTISER. 

7RAVEF0BT  0.  H. 
BING    BROTHERS. 


ZEIL,  Ho.  31, 

(orr«lTl    TBI    BOTSL    DI    BCNU,) 

KA5XITACT0BY  OP  ARTICLES  HT  STAG'S.  HORN, 

DEPOT  OP  DKBBDEN  CHINA. 

COPY   OF    THE   STATUE    OF   ARIADNE. 
VAUltiiutti^PatitltmRBictAnicla. 


Heum-  BINO  BuoTnu  Leg  ie«p«tfaUj  to  iniila  tlie  Public  to  viiit  tteir 
Ettibluhmcnt,  vbeie  tliey  hate  alwsj'a  on  tbow,  uiii  for  biIc,  b  moil  eiMuBiia 
AHortment  of  ArticlEi  in  St^'g  Horn,  ot  tbeir  onti  muiii&cture ;  conBuiing  of 
Broochn,  EuMiogg,  Bi-ueleti,  Pen  Mad  PiDcil-faoldBn,  Sesli,  Isli-stindi,  Watdi- 
Muids,  Snuff-bolea,  Ci^r-boi««,  Wbiyt,  Wdkiag-iticlu,  Knirn,  Cud-OKa,  uid 
•very  dcKiiptioD  of  article  for  tbe  Writi.i;  ud  Work  Table,  beiidci  Yuai  and 
vtlicr  omuueutal  objecli  too  varioiu  to  b«  here  enumerated. 

Heun.  Bins  bsve  slw  the  Gnett  Copiei,  both  in  BiKuit^Cbina  and  Bronze,  oF 
tbe  Statue  of  Ariadne,  (lie  Chef-d'onvre  of  Ibe  Sculptor  DtMNBCKtM,  of  vbich  tko 
original  in  ia  Bethmau'i  Unieum  at  Fnakfon  O.  H. 

Hewn.  Bins  ban  likewix  tbe  Sole  Scptt  in  FainiroBT  of  the  Porceluu  cf 
llie  Rojal  HunftctOT]'  of  Dreaden ;  and  at  tbeir  EaUblitbrnent  mvf  be  teen  tbe 
moat  iplondid  auortmeut  of  Figure!  after  tbe  Anctsnt  Hodeli,  oniameDted  irith 
Lace-work  of  the  mott  extraordinarj  fiDBnau ;  likewiae  Dinner,  Deuect,  and  Tea 
Serrieea ;  Platei,  TiHt,  Candelabraa,  Batketl,  &c.  &c,  id  Uu  Antique  S^le, 
oinunentsd  irith  floven  in  nlief,  and  tbe  fineat  paintiugt. 

Beudea  tbe  above-named  objecti,  the;  have  a  auperb  aHortment  of  Clocks, 
BronifB,  ParceliUD,and  other  Fane;  Objecti,  tbe  productioni  of  Qenoanjj  Fiance, 
and  Kngland. 

Zigiit  <!f  tU  veritabk  Sm  dt  Ckilogne  a/  Jean  XaHa  Farwta,  of  ColosM. 

Sa-  Their  Agenla  ia  London  We  J.  and  R,  U'CaaciiH,  7,  Old  Je^nr. 
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COLOSHE  0.  BHISZ. 

JOHN    MARIA    FARINA," 


PURVEYOR   TO   H.  M.  QUEEN    VICTORIA;   TO    H.  M.  F.  W.  N.,  KINO    OF 

PRUSSIA;  H.M.NICOLAS  I.,  EMPEROR  OP  RUSSIA;  H.M.ERNEST 

AUGUSTUS,  KING  OF  HANOVER,  ETC.,  ETC. 


ONLY  GENUINE  EAU  DB  COLOGNE. 


frequency  of  miatakea,  wbicli  are  sometimes  accidental,  but  fbr  tha 
It  put  the  rfiflnlt  of  deception  pnctlKd  b7  Interested  indlTldaalAr  Indneei  me  bt 


In  the  Imslneis  itba  did  not  beiir  tba  DmmB  of  Fabisi,  nor  hu  the  munnfiictiiie  of  a. 
Becond  and  cheaper  quality  of  Ekv  de  Coloqhb  ever  been  Attempted.  Hliic<  1S28, 
liove>er,  Kirenl  iDhdiltiLnta  of  Cologne  hive  entered  Into  eogi«emenl8  vltb  ICallins  of 

in  foLBtiog  AD  Infbrlor  eod  epoiloiiB  article  upon  the  Public. 

But  ther  bftTO  In  this  nvalij  In  bade  net  been  Htlefled  with  the  men  naorpfttloii 
of  iDj  name,  the  eooctndlng  phrase,  "appoiilc  lit  JuluA'i  Pbirt"  which  htd  eo  hmg 
existed  mf  especial  propertr',  vu  act  lUlaired  to  rem^D  Id  Its  Integrity.  To  deoelTe 
and  lead  aitny  again  these  o1  the  public  oho  are  not  tOOf  mnYenuiI  with  the  loealltr 

one  settled  tn  mf  MmedlBte  nei|$hlKiurhwd,  thut  they  might  avail  thenuelres  lo  the  full 

use  only  of  the  word  "  ajipmriu  "  was  forbidden,  which,  hswcTer,  has  been  aupplied  by  the 

as  Bagnnt,  but  not  less  dHeltfnl  Invention  wae,  thut  Bersial  ot  my  Imltaton  eeUhUehe^ 

or  MarlM."  on  their  address  cards  or  labels, 

ef  the  consumer.  1  Ihereloie  ucg  to  infbrai  all  strangers  visiting  Cologne  that  my 
eitablishment,  which  has  siiated  sinee  no»,  ia  eiaody  oppoell«  the  Jnlich's  Place, 
forming  the  corner  of  the  two  eCreets,  Untsr  Goldschmldt  and  Oben  Harapfonen,  No.  2S, 
and  tliat  it  may  be  the  more  easily  mngnlBed,  I  have  put  up  the  arms  of  England, 
BnSBia,  &c.,  Ac.,  In  the  front  of  my  hoose.  By  calling  the  att«itl«iar  the  public  u  this 
notice,  I  hope  to  check  Ihal  system  of  imposlUon  which  haa  baen  so  long  practised 
towsrdfl  fbrelgnera  by  coachmen,  valets  do  place,  and  others,  who  receive  bribs  from  the 
vendon  oflhe  many  upoilou  componndi  sold  under  my  name. 

J.  M.  FABINA, 

Oppcelle  the  Jullch's  Pkee. 

•,•  ify  Ctatom-Junue  Agenli  in  London  art  Mesere.  J.  &  R.  H'Cucieen, 
7,  Old  Jeary;  cmd  my  Agent  fur  Qrtal  Btiltan  ia  Mr.  Wh.  Iumouibeck,  15, 
Madd<a  Street,  Regent  Street,  and  9  Zim«  Street,  City. 
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HEIDELBERG. 
ANNONCE. 

U  GAmilE  DES  AKTIQUITES 


CARRIAGES  AND  HORSES. 
T.  SUFFBLL 

RsipectMIr  InTDmii  British  tnd  AiBBri«_ 
TniBllm  lbs;  on  ilHaji  obtain  kolulceef 

EXCELLENT  VEHICLES, 
GOOD   SADDLE   HORSES, 
TO    AND    FBOM    WATEBLOO, 


For  CurUgsH  b;  the  diy,  itlt  iMf, 
hour,  ipplj  to  T.  SUFFBLL,  11,  Rns  St. 
Laarentv  MoDUgne  da  U  Cour,  on  the  right 
hADd  Bide  d««iidinB  bom  tlH  Hfto«  Soyale. 
GarriAffa  of  evsry  dtteriptionfor  toton  ue^ 

Fsld  Bom,  Csniiigsa  for  Wnterloo,  SO  fr. ; 
Gig  or  C«b,  Ifi  ft.;  Mid  «  SiddlB  Horaa,  12  ft. 


INTEELAKEN. 

A  OeDUeman  vbo  foaad  qaiat  jind  m4 
tbls  Koommodatlaa  lit  Che 

UNTERBEEH,  IBTEBLAKgN', 

Tikta  llila  n«t1wd  oT  iniUng  Uii  dnnnit- 
sUace  kninm  for  tfaa  beneat  sf  the  Fio- 


DOHO  D'OSSOLA. 
GEAND  HOT££l)'ESFAGNE, 

JAQUES  NICOLAZZI. 

ENGLISH  TRAVELLERS  will  Snil  li 
tbla  ]lDle1c]eaDlLnegs,pTDinptBorvicc 
a  good  kilchen.  t^e  beat  winea,  and  mod^TatJ 
charsea.    Large  aod  small  Apartnienta. 

HOReES  AND  CABRUaSB. 


Chateaa  de  Seidelbo^. 

LE  COMTE   DE  QRAIMBERQ, 

EatlToirdina  la  MUiDBiit  da  U  ChapeDe. 
dlt  ummun&nent  Is  P&I&Ib  de  FrM#rlc  IT. 
Lo  tondalonr  y  a  rtnnl,  aT«  des  frala  de 
tuna  gecrei,  et  par  daa  recherchei  pKMbes 

DO  qn'U  A  pa  d^oinTcU  de  relatlf  wi 
CHATEAU   DE    HEIDELBERG, 

Ainal  qn'ltMiaiidsiiBPrliKssdu  FamUlea 
Falatiiw>et[l«BnUie,stliM*pniprIetslni 
Bdaela  de  la  mation  de  BBde,  eo  portialti, 
en  tableau,  deaaioa,  gnvaies,  vldUei 
unea,  aealpturea,  mMiillea,  porcelalnea 
Teni^Tfla,  dlplomea.  Ac  Lo  tont  compoflant 
un  eDBemble  de  oiue  b  doDH  mUla  nuoi^roB, 
et  sans  donte  ta  aside  giSaie  da  eetle  nstim 

la  Tllle  de  Heidelberg  dall  eoDon  ft  Hone, 
de  Gialmbejg,  en  giande  parlie,  la  renom- 
m^e  de  ees  mioee,  par  aei 
PLANCHES    DU    CHATEAU    DE 

HEIDELBERG. 
GRAVfES  PAE  Cn.  HALDBN'WANG, 


dans  Is  galeria  dea  asdqnlUa  dn  Cb 
eans  compter  qne  Mona.  de  Graiinbe 
p4a  mDlns  contribaf  i  la  conaarrati 
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MILANO   GRAND  EOIAL  HOTEL. 

(ALBERGO     REALE.) 

GIOACHINO  BRtrSCHETTL 


nrniS  splendid  and  most  commodious  Hotel,  c<Mutnicted  only 
with  two  stories  high,  has  been  takm  by  t)>e  present  sole 
Proprietor,  GiOAcaiao  BauacHEin,  who  for  the  past  twenty  years 
has  travelled  with  some  of  the  most  distmguished  funihea,  and 
lived  at  several  periods  in  England  ;  by  these  advantages,  he 
fully  hopes  he  has  learned  how  to  conduct  a  great  Establishment 
like  the  Gbakd  Roial  Hotel,  and  to  give  the  desired  satisfaction, 
with  cleatdinesE,  promptitude,  and  exactness  of  service.  Good 
kitchen,  best  wines,  and  at  prices  exceedingly  moderate. 

The  whole  of  the  Hotel  has  been  hy  him  newly  furnished  with 
becoming  elegance ;  well  studied  airangements  combined  with 
every  comfort  that  can  possibly  be  requirad. 


An  eicellent  Table  d'BUe  iiily,  ii  tke  lagmifco  Salme  en  the  first 
JiMr,  capable  of  untaiBing  abon  Oae  Hudrcd  Persons. 


A   WELL    SELECTED    GALLERY    OF    OLD    PAINTINGS 
BT  THB   BEST  AKD  HOST  KOTED  1IAST2B3. 


.OO'tlc 
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BOKK.OH   THE   EHINE. 

MR.  SCHMITZ. 

PEOPRIETOR  OF   THE   GOLDEN   STAR   HOTEL. 

Begs  lekve  to  reeommend  bia  Hotel  to  Engluili  Tr&TellerB.  The  apart- 
mflDtB  kre  fanuahed  tlmiughont  in  tbe  Englidi  style  ;  tlie  rooms  ue 
carpetedfMid  the  >t(en(Unce,u  well  u  the  kitchen  tmd  the  wine-ceUar, 


The  STAR  HOTEL  hM  beta  houoored  by  the  v 
Members  of  the  Englidi  Royal  Futdl  J  :^ 


s  Edwau>  or  Sl»  ' 


ISSe.  Aug. 
18W.  July 
1838.    Not. 


lSi2.    Jona 
1B17.    Jul; 


B.H.  Iba  Cdu  hi 
S.H.  the  Don  u 
U.  Qdieh  A 


Fuim  EurUT  of  Sus  Cobdui  Gonu,  uid  tiielr  Bnii 
ueompanled  bjr  tiifl 

tbs  DcCHHs  or  Kui  ud  Suit*,  unompanled  by  H 


tbe  Ddcbiss  or  GiiOBiDaa  and  SnI 
FnniiM  Hist  or  Cmmmac. 
tha  DocHEis  07  H^n  mi  Bnlte^  K 


UKiInlB,  irith  tbelr  F 


Ma.  SCHMITZ  begs  to  sdd,  that  at  no  Hotel  on  the  Bldue  will  be  found 

more  moderate  charge*.  . 
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LEGEOKir. 
HOTEL  VICTOEIA. 
Unls  DatUri  aod  Thon  lenni, 

i   HOTEL,  nexlj  fitted  op,  Ib  the 
iHlelt^ntQDeforltBBllusUon,  besldH 


lUCK  EACLE  lOIAI  lOIEL 

THE  PBOPBIBTOS, 

LOUIS    DATTARI, 


tbe  view  oftte  sea,  sod 


HALINES,   BELOIITH. 
HOTEL    DE    LA    QRUE,    GRAND    PLACE, 

'  KEPT  BY 

D.   BREUGELMANS. 

'THIS   is   decidedly  the  largest  and  beet   Hotel  at  Malinee. 

■*-  Qood  Beds,  eicellent  Winei,  Bathi,  wllh  ererj  comfort  of  B  privsM  houM. 
Families  may  be  accommodated  with  priiat«  aputmeDti  f<>r  bdj  length  of  time, 

SBESSE5. 

nnBtzntE  OF  AitiiainTiEs  aus  fine  aas. 
HELENA    WOLSOHN,    nek    MEYER. 

(BUCCESSOB  OP  h.  MEYER  ABD  S0N8), 

6,  SCHLOSSERGASSE, 

Begs  respectfultj  to  aolicit  the  mq>ectioD  of  her  estibliBhrnent,  where  the  has 
always  on  ihow  and  for  Bale  ■  most  eiletuive  aiiortment  of  Old  Saxon  China,  Old 
Sine)  and  Japan,  Antique  Purnitnre,  Bronzea,  Old  Lace,  tuch  ai  PainW  de 
BrusellcB  and  D'Alenqon,  Points  do  Tenise,  Guipnre,  &c„  &c.  Venetian,  Riibj-, 
and  Paintei  Glass,  Rock  Crystal,  Ifory  Worli,  Enamels,  Mosaic  Worlt,  Armour, 
Gobelins  TapcsLry,  Fans,  and  man;  otlier  remackabls  and  cuiioUB  arlicIcB. 


MESSRS.  J.  &  R.  M'CRACKEN,  7,  OLD  JEWRY,  LONDON. 
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J.  M.  BE  HERMANN, 

BOTAL  PKOMENAHE  STRASSE,  No.  12. 

MAQAZINE    OF   OBJECTS  OF    FINf   ARTS,  PICTURES,    PRINTS, 
DRAWINGS,   AND    UTHOQRAPHS. 


J.  H.  DB  HERMANN  hu  dnTi  on  Sds  ■  CoUHlion  of  TJeimei  tij  Modem 
ArtiaCt  (Oannui  ud  otben),  of  Hiniitun*  uid  Dnwinga,  Engraiingi  and  licfao- 
giaphL  The  Uttec  compnHa  the  CoUecdoni  of  the  KnacoCkek,  of  the  Gslleria 
at  9chleiHlieim  lod  the  Duke  of  Leudittnberg  tt  Municb,  u  veil  as  that  of  tbe 
Boj»l  Gallery  of  Dreaden  :  aho  (he  Colleetioa  of  the  Worki  of  (he  Old  School, 
hetlor  koawn  u  tlu  •*  CoUectioD  of  the  Fi^ni  Bobnrf ;"  tho  FnMoea  ilk  the 
Church  of  AU-Suutt,  and  generall;  of  whaterer  tektea  to  the  Fbe  Aits. 

J.  M.  DE  HERMANN  undertakes  to  fonrud  to  Englmd  aU  Purchases 
made  at  his  Establishment,  through  bia  Agents,  Henn.  J.  &  R.  N'Oricksh, 
7,  Old  Jowrj. 


G.  BIANCHINI, 

MANUFACTURER   OF    TABLES    AND    LADIES'    ORNAMENTS,    OF 
FLORENTINE    MOSAIC. 

No.  4B44,  Vi4  db'  Nblli,  opMam  ret  Rotai,  Chifkl  of  the  Uedici, 

Infitk  liie  English  Nobility  and  Qentrj  to  tjbU  his  EatabliBbment,  vliere  maj 
always  be  seen  anmerou  Bpedmens  of  this  celebated  and  beautiful  Manufiicture, 
in  erery  dcicription  of  Rare  and  Precious  Stones.  Oidon  for  Tables  aod  other 
Omamenta  eiecuted  lo  any  Design. 
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GRAND    HOTEL    DE    LA   VILLE. 
J.    SCHMITZ. 

This  Hotel,  tlie  ulclsnt  Fdue  ot  St.  Fnicruio,  Mluted  on  Hia  Port,  uid  commandi 
a  beaudtbl  vlair  of  th«  seK,  bas  been  reotond  tmd  mlafEcd  by  die  pnHDt  proprietor,  w 
bH9  doita  All  In  bis  pAw*r  to  nndn  It  viieiitUUy  eomfoitAble. 

TbeittenduKflliiHtaiihtetbiCoftliefirstbDtslaDrtbe north.  CbsrgcH modBnta.  Frlti 
rooms  from  fca.  1, 60,  wid  Bnmptuona  »pMtiMiHi  (or  largs  timllies.  Table  d'HOto 
6  o'clock.    BatbB.    All  tbo  priiudpal  Newapapen.   Eicellent  SUbllDg  and  lockup  Cow 


er  flUlgree  SLtver,  liai  a  dep6t 


MR.  EDWIN  LEE  ON  CONHNENTAL  LOCAUTIES,  CLIMATU,  BATHS,  ETC. 

One  TolmoB,  poat  ara,  Bn. 

THE   CONTINENT; 

rrs  CLIMATES,    BATHS,  AND  REMEDIAL   RESOURCES. 

With  OBasBFiTioNB  Ob  thi  ImntTKscB  up  Cuhatb  akd  TRiyiLLi»Q,  Tailes,  4o. 


Also,  One  Volnina,  (pp.  400),  Ts,  Bd. 

THE  BATHS  OF  GEEMANy  &  RHENISH 
GEEMANY; 


Wits  FBUncax  Osti 


■WKb  Flale  and  Uam  8b.  6d. 

NICE  ET  SON   CLIMAT. 


i:  CuOBOBiLL, PrlnwB-sCmti  Baillibbb, Segenlrstreet;  audAi 


Loudon  &  Westminster  Sank 

ISaUES  CIRCULAR  NOTBB 

or  tracellera  and 


LOHDOH. 

WHERE  TO  BUY  A  DRESSINQ-CASE. 
TN   no  article  perhapa  ie  caution 

tiirera  more  frejuently  diaplayed.  MECHI,    ^,     -  ■       _,  ^    .    ,  ,  „- 

iLBADENHALI.  BTREBT  ncarGrace-    bla   route   wilhout    InconTenfenco.        No 


firet-rale  qnsUly.    The  prlcaa  range  from 

Dressing   Caaa  CBpeclsUv  adapted  lo  hiB 
neeeeeldes.— 1,  LEAUENHALL  BTREET. 


Dgb;   BI,   Higb-atreet,   Wbltexbapel; 

t,  Btratford-plice,  Oiford-alniet. 

J.  W.  OILBART,  Oeneral  Manager. 
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UNION    BANK    OF    LONDON. 


SIR  FETEK  LAURIE,  Al 
WILLIAM  UOCHTFORD  NURSE,  Eao,  B^^  6. 
Rt.  How.  tbb  Loid  Hum.  I  Prru  Noitbau.  Lumn,  I  Behbt  Bmnsr,  Esq. 


Crielk  Liiu,  Eaf. 


WU.TKK  LlUBIK,  :Secnlanr. 


CIRCULAR    NOTES. 

•s  notln  Out  thar  Ims  CIRCULAR  NOTES  of  tha  tbIdc  of  £1 
/  iipHui,  ud  LBTTBKB  OF  CREDIT  psjibl*  bf  Oleic  Corp 
rem  uluH  IndloMed  belov.  To  bg  obUlnad  >t  ths  Hud  Omci 
HiHVOH  Houai ;  Iha  Rioiht  Btbut  Buioh,  Autu  Fi.aci 
eBo»  Bmiioh,  4,  Fau,  Mall  Eadt. 


Aytpion 


Bolngnh    (c 


Cu^snibe 
CepbdoQli 

Ghuaberj 
CluDide  tat 
ChrisUwi 
Chditiinuoi 


ConaUntlnopla 


OoltmboofB 

GotUngen 

OiHefcnburg 


I^bn 


Ki:ii]1gsberg 

LeehoTD 
Lefpslo 


FeiplEWIl 


PrMbouTB 
QuetBO 
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aLALTA.-EGYPT.-INDIA.~IONIAN  ISLES. 

THE  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 


n.  B.  M«JeM7  StHun  PgckelH,  poBsasalng  every  re^ulalto  iccommodsHim  for  tha 
rumf^rt  of  pesseDgen,  k»p  ap  a  ru^Ur  ComniaDlutliHi  betwHa  Engluid  uid  Ini^, 
Hid  Usrselllea,  Uilu,  and  Alexandria,  twice  a  MoDtta. 

These  fine  VesaeJa  leave  Uussllles  foi  MitlU  on  tba  fltb  and  ieO,  aol  Malla  for 
MarselUea  about  the  12t1i  mnd  24t]i,  peifbrmlDg  the  passage  in  ahom  fiS  hoan^ 

Od  the  13th  one  of  then  Packeta  ia  daspatehed  to  Alexandria  vlth  (he  India  Halla  and 
paaaengera,  which  place  iha  learea  with  the  Homeward  Mall  and  paieengers  about  (ba 
31sl^  occapTlng  abanl  90  hoan  Id  the  Tojaga.  The  Packet  fax  JilaTBelllei  vaila  her 
arrival,  alac  one  of  the  FeniDaalar  Companr'a  Boata,  to  oonTey  paaseDgen  to  En^ltuid  vi^ 


a  13tb  of  each  m 


IONIAN    ISLES. 


remalna  at  Corfu  toar  dayi,  and  returns  (ulling  at  the  above  porta)  to  Malta,  arrii 
the  lOlh  anil  iSrd,  Id  time  to  tesun  passagea  to  £nglBDd,iiid  OlbralCuor  Hanelll 

Freights  on  Spedo  in  accofdance  iillh  Admlrslty  legnlaaon ;  1  per  Cent,  on 
]  on  Jeweller)'. 

Freight  on  Packsgea  tat  Parcel!  may  be  known  on  appUcatloa  at  the  Agenta'. 


ft™w«.  ™lBji^  Win«.  o  lit«^  IMfc,  ™J  BWf  Jq>««- 

inciw. 

«s^. 

^.^ 

3cdCU«, 

TklSSlri, 

£  s.  i. 

t.  1.  i. 

£  ..  4 

&  •.  d. 

£  •-  d. 

Between  Malta  and  ManeUlea 

8    2    0 

6    8    0 

4  10    0 

2  14    0 

2    0    6 

„              „         Alexandria 

8    9    8 

a  0  0 

e  0  0 

fi  10    0 

3  10    0 

117  a 

„         Patraa  .    . 

7    0    0 

4  18    4 

4  10    0 

lis   0 

1    7    0 

te  Porta  in  proportion. 


BOOKINC    ACENTS. 


ALEXANDRIA— 1 
BOMBAY— Timi 

ATHENS-^.  MJ 

2AKTE— w'.  L.  1 


CEPHALONIA— CiPTii-  __ 
SlNHAPORe^fi.  lAOAH. 

E  NOT.  At 


Street,  AdelpU,  Loudon. 
Qgai  wta  It  ihorfty  Eatablithrd  at  oO^  Ibrti. 
G.  MUIR, 
Booking  and  BnperinCending  Agent 
Id  Her  Majeaty'a  Packets  In  the  HedltamneatL 
-PaBsengera  leiring  Ei^land  by  the  P.  and  O.  Company's  Steamer  tna  South- 
im  the  »9th,  are  conveyed  on  to  Alexandria  by  H.  M-'s  Packet  leaving  Malta  od 
Mr.  MciK,  the  Agent,  will  be  on  board  to  Dwubip  ttxit  loggage  and  give  Ibom 
rmatlon.    There  Is  no  eipenge  attending  tt. 
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•PIEDXOHT. 

WATER     CURE. 

DR  BEANDEKS'  HTDEOPATHIC  ESTABLISHMENT 

.   ANT)  MAISON  DE  PLAI8ANCE, 
CIiaitniLM  of  Tal  Pesio,  near  Coni,  is  Piemont, 

Ib  now  open  to  InnUdi  and  Ti»itor». 


'THIS  mtignificent  EetabliBhment,  an  eli^bls  resort  for  portiies  in  Benrch 

koonn.    The  pIvH  abounda  In  spring!  of  Ihs  purest  imCer,  nod  the  oil  Is  eeUbrsted  for 
iu  nlnbrllr-    Thg  nU,  twlng  gniTeJlr,  U  pemUuly  dry  mi  bedlhy,  ullarlng  burIk 

This  luUan  Orsfenbere  lies  eight  hoiiTB  south  of  Tnrln,  on  the  roAil  to  Nice  and  OeiKM, 


HIACINTS  MICALI  &  SON, 

VU  FBBDINAND^Ko.iniL 


1  R.  M'CRACKEN, 


G.  LOLEO, 


c  iavUea  Foreigners  aofl  Tnvellera   t 


BOXE. 

SIGNOU    L.    FABKI, 

TIA  CiPO  LE  CASE,  No.  3, 

PRINTSELLER,  &c., 

Hu  ahnyi  CD  Hie  alUB^  uBurtmentaf  Andealiftnd  Uodern  Engnvli^s,  Earl;  Fmoh 

of  tiie  irorka  of  Horslien,  Tniebi,  and  otlier  firsMlaaB  Bngrai "^  ■ 

(•lib  the  addreaa]  ot  the  EngnvlDga  pnbllihHl  by  the  "Cain 

118  a«tne  priMB  i  Vieira  o- '-     '-      ■■— - — 

Palutliige,  amoint  ThlDt 


pnbllihed  by  the  " 
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Asthma,  Camnmption,  CoogliB,  Colds,  and  all  Duorders  of 
the  Bieath  asd  Longs. 

For  mnfiiToea  AalfaniB  or  CoBsumption,  two  Witera  slioufi  bs  taken  three  tiinB>  a.  dsy 
nhicb  will  yerj  wna  Telters  Ovs  caqgh  ind  bmthlng,  &Dd  ispidly  cSaS  a  euro. 

In  CotrauB. — The  effect  of  Dr.  Locock'e  Wnfera  ]h  truly  ouipridlne,  uh  wtthin  ten 
mlnufes  after  taking  b  done  the  moat  vlslent  conob  is  sabduod. 

They  have  a  pleauul  taste,  and  may  be  Ulwn  br  intents  ae  well  ad  adults. 

To  SiHsiaa  uid  Ppbuc  Bpbaebbs,  IheH  WaFen  an  invaluable,  as  by  their  actliiit 
oa  the  throat  and  lungi  thay  rvmove  all  hoarsaneis  In  a  Ibw  lioHre,  asl  Hondeifullj 
inerease  the  poirer  and  SeiibUlty  Df  the  voice. 

NoTB.— JWI  £rraiinu  art  gicia  Bia  intrji  bozinlhi  EagUth,  Ocnaan,  and  Frmch  langiiaga. 
JTandlls.pmlioi.  The  &.  Bd.  Baien  contidn  nearly  three  of  the 
BoieHCoatAlnflTBof  tlMMatai.Bd.    Also, 


J.  14d,  SB.  M,  anil  lla.'peir  box. 
ationdaperient  iiuidlBiiiaofflrntfMi3an''brTegiilating;  the  secret 
1  action  or  the  Btomaeh  Mid  Liver,  and  la  the  only  uf^  remedy  fo 
OBS,.— HmrHinro,  g--^  "     •     •      —-■   -   ■     -^-   . 


Sr-"" 


iHaa  at  all  perlQdn  of  life,  and  in  all  Nerroui  Affnedotia  ad  like 
II  Obstmctlooa,  Hf*vincas,  Fatigue  on  Sligbt  Biertiua,  Palpl- 
itB  of  SplrlB,  Weakness,  and  allay  Pain. 
LUd  remove  IndlgeiOon,  Eeutbum,  Wbid,  Sead^cha,  Qlddl- 

a  proper  peraeverance  in  the  naa  of  this  Medicine  will  be  found 
takej 'either  diasolve 


aiove)  u  tJte  anlj/  retiabU  oark  of 
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To  Tonrists  in  Britain  {■ysr^  IT 

"  IVjr  OoMfxi  M  nratr  i*  Ike  fertmaitarm  tf  ntr)  ftrani  tint  U  mtitrUkl  >  tann 
offlKuan  <T  tuiuw  Mlur  in  BMflamd  mmd  WtlH,  or  SeotUiid.'—ioHS  BolL. 

'  Tlu  tufl  ttliuMi  una  offuhKlftu  Omdt  Boakt  iimcl  ij  llain.  Bladt  i^  SUnbiiTyk. 
B>  1<K  loottd  ear^lf  liroagk  ttc  nJimfi -  Ikrf  m 4ulMirailp  •ant  m ; •  (*«  JeKr™(imii 
arc  UAUff,  iiuj  rcmiT^I)  clotr  «J  anvniAnu.   UUns'tlUT  tic  Moia  afwarla  if  ^n- 

Prioe  10s.  6d.,  ■  New  EoinoN,  greatly  enlarefd  o( 

Vlack'fl  ^Picturesque  Tonrist,  and  Boad  aod  ilailway  Gnlde- 

"  Book  tbrough  ENGLAND  and  WALES,  mntwiuDg  IM  Routes,  and  26 
Maps  and  Charts,  bcaidea  Viewi  of  the  ScateTy.  Tb«  Index  ontaini  npwardi  of 
SOOO  Kama,  with  the  Inns  in  all  the  Towui  and  TilUgek  The  TolumB  is  (ersdy 
irrilten,  close);  printed,  and  portable. 

"  A  dcodvd  imprvTeiaait  opoD  the  old  rotd-book."— /din  Bvli, 
"A  etrefiillj-aecirted  awk,  pnttil;  ilhulnted,  vith  metal  cuapa."— ^JlM^m. 
"  4B  new  rantet,  II  enpwed  etuiti,  and  npwirdi  of  100  xpt  of  Inttrprem  biva  bees 
added  to  irhit  in  it!  oldcB  state  *utliec)mpe>t,  the  lieit,uid  the  handiest  boot  of  iti  kiad." 


Price  Bs.  8d.,  an  EiQHra  EDrnoH  of 

Vlack'i  FictnreBque  lotiriEt  of  Scotland— Highland*  and  Low- 

"  lands— with  21  Maps,  Plus,  and  Charts,  and  60  Views  of  Scenery  and 
Public  Unildhigs. 

''A  comprehcnilTB,  InteHiEent,  end  vell-aJTSH^  guide-book-  We  here  been  fbmiihed 
irlth  an  incidental  proof  ot  the  remukable  accuraey  of  the  charts  uaA  dcseriptiaai,  in  (be 
penonal  teetimonj  of  a  pcdestriaik  who  has  ttavened  a  couidenhle  ipace  bou  in  band."-' 

Price  lOi.  M^  *  TaiED  Enmos  (800  pp.),  enlarged,  of 

/Xnide  to  tlie  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland,  including 

**  ORKNEY  and  ZETLAND,  with  Directions  for  visiting  Hie  Lowtandi, 
Tables  of  Distances,  Notices  of  Inns,  and  other  Informstion. 

Bj  GEORGE  and  FETES  ANDERSON  of  luTemess. 

"An  Dri^al  ind  HiUd  work,  which  tells  b1]  fiiat  conmion  gmdfrjHH^  profess  to  teH,  hai 
more  tallj  and  wilh  betlei  airsngement."— AwfoAir. 

"  Uott  copioiulj  and  praiseworthilj  minute." — Atkamtn. 

Price  Gb.,  a  Focsth  EdItidii,  enluved  and  iinprOTed,  of 

lllack's  Piotoresque  Guide  to  the  jraiglish  Lakes.    With  an 

*•  Essajon  the  GcoIoct  of  the  District,  by  JoHir  PniLLira,  F.E.S.  G.L. 
late  Professor  of  GeoloET  ami  Mineralogy  in  the  Unlveraity  of  Dublin  \  a  micately 
Bccnrate  Hap,  by  W.  Huoius ;  Chaita  of  the  Lakes ;  Views  of  the  Scenery  ;  and 
sn  ample  Itinerary  of  all  the  Routes,  with  the  Distances  accurately  laid  down. 

"It  issFidturctque  Qoide in  everr  oeuie^tB  descriptioin  are  charmin^lj  written — itsin- 
teUigence  ii  ample  and  minate — and  its  lUnstntioiis  are  sdmirstde  specimens  of  ait."— -^ios . 

NEW  EDITIONS  OF 
BlaeVi  Iron  Highwayi  from  London  to  Edinbn^h*  GlMgow;  the  one  son- 

tainiu^  a  Chart  B4  inohas  long,  tit*  other  a  Chart  of  4S  inshsi.    lB6d,eao]i. 
Blaak't  EoonomW  Toorlit  of  Boatland.   8t  $d. 
Blaok*!  Bnide  throngh  Edlnbn^L   St  6d, 
BlMk'i  Onide  Uuongli  GiMgow.   St. 
Blaek'iBoadandBailwByllftpDfSngUnl.   4«6d. 
ZIieVtBoadaadfiallwftrMapofSeotZand.  4teiL 
Black's  TraTsUingXap  of  InUad.   2a  M. 
Black's  Sap  of  tlwEiiBliihlaktDlitiiot   StSd. 
Bunk's  Hap  of  KorthWalaa.   U6d.     Bontli  Waltt.   UU. 
BUok'iConn^MivxtfBeotUnd.   li-tMh. 
Black's  Flan  of  Bdinbni^h  and  BsTinnu.    ItSd. 
Black's  Tonriit'lMamoilal  of  Sootland.    Bl. 
Blaek't  H^  of  Cantral  Enop*.    4a  fid. 

AsAJc  &  Cbableb  Black,  Edinbn^;  and  Sold  by  all 
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HOTEL    MAXJLICH. 

BT   E.  MAULICH. 

n^IIIS  Holel,  vhicli  i>  the  lint  in  Munich,  is  litiuW  in  ■  central  t>ud  mo!t 
convenient  position  for  Tisitors  to  this  lenowned  seat  of  the  Fine  Arts. 

It  is  conducted  on  a  most  liberal  Hsle,  and  the  Proprietor  leaves  Dothiug 
nndune  which  a  conttsnt  personal  active  BBperintendencs  can  effect,  to  ensure 
th'e  comfort  and  convenience  of  his  Tisitors.  It  has  been  honoured  witli  the 
patronage  of  the  bighcal  personages  of  the  Continent  and  Great  Britain. 

The  Proprietor  begs  to  assure  those  vbo  ma;  honour  him  nith  their  palronaga 
ths,t  ihej  may  relj  on  a  conliauance  of  his  endeavours  to  merit  the  same,  and  to 
maintain  the  reputation  of  his  Establishment. 


RECENT     WORKS. 

GEOTE'S  HISTORY  OF 'GREECE. 

Stamd  Edilim.    Haps.    Tola.  1  to  8.    Bvo.    lOs.each. 

CAMPBELL'S  LIVES  OF  THE  CHIEF  JUSTICES. 


RANKE'S  HISTORY  OF  PRUSSIA. 

3VDlB.8lO.     S8i. 

LYELL'S  MANUAL  OF  ELEMENTARY  GEOLOGY. 
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ILLUSTRATED    WORKS. 

€^  lank  nf  Cnmmnii 

WITH  1000  ILLUSTRATIONS, 


Sto,  Hi,  cIdUi;  Sli.  01.  wlF;  42>.  moniwa. 

"  TlM  Uifluli  of  ^jTiDeT  Atynj  mMaj  of  I  at  deooTLlltf e  prlnUn^-  The  brilltuHiy  o1 
tbem  (be  lAbour  of  tbum  of  uttuil  UAi  ukd  efltet,  kdA  the  pBrmAderUf  of  the  coloare, 
misdirected  dcTDtion,  ue  rtere  anrpaued  will  be  fDimd  to  here  BiirpuBed,  irllh  m  fen 
by  tbe  msrluilal  ippuitDi  •hlcb  modeni  eieeiitlciiii.  UTililiig  lhi(  imttqultr  liu 
acieDce  hoe  duuIh  uppUcftble  to  the  puipoeea  I  produced." — Tit  Jtacd. 


NINETEH  AND  ITS  REMAINS: 

n   BMQDIBT  into  TBB  MAKKEBS  AND   AKTS  O?  THE  INCtSm 

Bt  AUSTEN  H.  LA  YARD,  D.C.L. 

lyihESUim.    WlttanumenagPlataB.    InlLSTO.    361. 


THE    MONUMENTS    OP    NINETEH. 


LIFE  AND  WORKS  OF  HORACE 

EDITED  WITH  NOTES  BT   THE   VERT  EEV.  DBAH  MILMAN, 
muctnted  vlUi  UO  inciutU  WaadonU.,  diltOy  from  Ibe  Anllqiie. 


.^SOP'S   FABLES. 

A  NEW  TRANSLATION,  BT  BEV.  THOMAS  JAMES,  M.A. 
IUiinnt«d b]r Jomr  TDnnEL.    IH)  Voodoiiti.    FostSvo.    IBi. 


THE   FAIRY  RINO. 

xLis  iHD  BTOBraa  ntoa  ths  obuun,  pob  tovho  : 
ninatnledirtUi'WosdiinU.    8eamdEim<ni.    Pu^Sro.    Tt.  M. 
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WOKES  ON  THE  FIFE  AXES. 
THE   PHILOSOPHY   AND   ANATOMY   OF   EXPRESSION. 

fnarlh  KJilioB.    Flitei.    Imperis)  Bvd,  21i. 
SKETCHES    OF   THE    HISTORY    OF    CHRISTIAN    ART. 


HISTORY    OF    PAINTING;    ITALIAN    SCHOOLS. 

FROM  TBE  OBftMlN  Of   KCOLBB.      EDITED  BT  BIK  CSABUU  EiStLtXB,  P.tt.l.. 

■SteandSdiliai.    Wf  (h  Wootoil>  from  the  OH  MMtan.    a  T<aa.  Port  8vo.    2ti. 

HISTORY    OF    PAINTING;    GERMAN    AND    DUTCH    SCHOOLS. 


HISTORY   OF    PAINTING:    SPANISH    AND    FRENCH    SCHOOLS. 


ESSAYS    ON    THE    LITERATURE   OF   THE    FIN"  TS. 

BT  BUt  ODIIOB  BISTUEB,  P.B.*.      Sm,  IZf . 


THE   ARTS   OF   THE    MIDDLE   AGES. 


THE    ARTS    OF     PAINTING     IN     OIL    AND    ON     GLASS, 

AKD  CnSBB  JOTLES  DSaCBIBED  III  BKyiKU  mFCBUBBED  UXmHIUFTB. 
SDITBD  BT  UBS.  MEBStPIBLD.     S  TOU.  8lC,  34j. 

GOTHIC     ARCHiTEOTURE     IN     FRANCE; 

BT  XHOHIS   IUKSBSLET.      aT0,12l. 

A    HISTORY    OF    POTTERY   AND  POWOELAIN, 

'Wltb  >  Deurlpdon  of  Uia  Ifsnnfiictare,  *.  GiMury,  uid  s  Uat  oF  Honogranii. 

BT  J09EFH  lUXKTlT.      PUUs  sad  WwdCOtl.    Std.    81).  W. 

JOHN  MOKBAV,  ALBEMARLE  STREET. 
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Uia  trrnUe  sf  tniu- 
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PASSPORTS 

CsrefoU/  Mounted  uid  inserled  in 
moTocco  CMaea,  with  nune  lettered  in 
gold. 

Ambuudon'  Signaturea  obluned 
to  Bri^h  SecretU7  of  Sute'a  Pub- 
porti,  »t  one  Shilling  each. 

The  lateat  edition!  of  all  Musut's 
HiMD-BooES  ;  which  can  genenlly  be 
BappUed  when  out  of  print  and  not  to 
be  obtaiued  elaewhere. 


!••  per  ^nlre. 

TELESCOPES. 

PORTABLE 

ALARMS. 
Doon  FisiENina. 
Podctt  Cnafoita. 
Xicatber 


CoDBiEKS,  or  TBivsLLintf  SxsTuns, 
can  be  obtained  at 

JOHN  LEE'S   GUIDE   I)EF6t, 

440,  WEST  STKAND, 

TWO  DOOH  frtSI  IJft  LOVtBaK  IBCIDB, 
s  umniTi  CoLUcmow  oT  Guides,  Huid-Boou,  Hua,  DioinHiABm  1e 
fbl  for  TraTBllera  apoa  tba  GonduDt  or  elB^wtHn;^ 


L   PociBT-BoaEg  1^  J.  Lei's  lisqi 


Wltbthsei 


ud  BUSSIA  PORTABLE  KOLL-UP  CABEB.e 


iRaaxt'i  German  fnttrpritir,  '' 

Hdaaon  to  Engllgh  on  »  wpMnte  coliuniii  price  Bs.  elolh,  Sa.  tn  luUier  I 
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